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Point Loma Branch  4980 North Harbor Drive, Suite 203  San Diego, CA 92106

Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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OCEAN BEACH PIER 
DAMAGED AGAIN

The Ocean Beach Pier remains closed after suffering damage during recent storms and high surf, said City spokesperson Tyler Becker. City of San Diego Lifeguards closed 
the pier on Jan. 5 and it has remained closed since. Currently, there is no timeline for reopening the pier. The City is waiting to assess the pier's condition until after the storm 
season has passed, only then will a timeline for reopening be determined. This includes waiting to assess any possible damage to Walking on Water Cafe. 
  JIM GRANT/PENINSULA BEACON

Task force moving forward with pier replacement plans
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

t is full speed ahead on initial 
planning to replace the iconic 
Ocean Beach Pier creating an 

updated regional landmark to last 
up to a century.

A best-case scenario would be to 
have construction on a new struc-
turally modern pier likely costing 
upwards of $100 million beginning 
before the end of 2026, with comple-
tion by mid-2028.

It will be a new pier for a new age, 
said OB resident and OB Pier Task 
Force member Mark Winkie.

“The mayor has formed a task 
force of about a dozen City engineers, 

consultants, and other stakeholders 
to design usable public space areas 
on a new pier,” he said. “We will be 
scheduling a series of public work-
shops to find out what people want 
to see in a new, re-imagined pier.

“You don’t want a pier with a 
bunch of rusted rebar and concrete 
sticking out of the water in OB, 
which is what will happen if nothing 
is done. The City has the responsi-
bility of taking this pier and, follow-
ing the will of the people, building a 
beautiful, brand-new structure that 
everyone can be proud of.”

“These types of flagship proj-
ects take time to do, there are a 
lot of moving parts,” pointed out 

structural engineer Ralph Teyssier, 
whose 95-year-old father, Leonard, 
was the contractor who built the 
original OB Pier dedicated in July 
1966.

If all goes well, Teyssier estimated 
new pier construction “could begin 
as soon as November 2026 and be 
completed by May 2028.” But he 
added, “There are a lot of things that 
need to take place before the project 
can come to fruition.”

City spokesperson Tyler Becker 
said the OB Pier Replacement Project 
is in the preliminary engineering/
planning phase. “Late last year, 
the City hired consultant Moffatt 
& Nichol to provide preliminary 

engineering services, assessments, 
studies, and research grant fund-
ing opportunities, as well as work 
directly with an OB Community 
Task Force and conduct community 
outreach in an effort to develop the 
preferred alternative(s) to replace the 
pier,” Becker said adding Moffatt & 
Nichol’s contract also includes ser-
vices to permit the project environ-
mentally, as well as to prepare bridg-
ing contract documents to assist the 
City in procuring a design-build firm 
to eventually design and construct 
the new pier.

Becker added the project is 
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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Pointer wrestler Eve Norban (top) is in control of another opponent during her season that led to a CIF championship in the 118-pound class, the first by a Point Loma High 
School woman.  COURTESY PHOTO

Ramada Inn in Midway has been earmarked by the City for permanent supportive 
housing for the homeless.  DAVE SCHWAB/PENINSULA BEACON

POINTER MAKES HISTORY
First female PLHS wrestler to win CIF championship

See page 10

Midway planners irked at City’s supportive housing project
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

n February, Midway-Pacific 
H ighway Com mu nit y 
Planning Group bristled at 

plans to turn a Ramada Inn into 
permanent supportive housing, 
claiming their neighborhood is be-
ing deluged by homeless projects.

Planners reacted adversely to 
a presentation by Lisa Jones and 
Buddy Bohrer from the San Diego 
Housing Commission, who re-
ported the City is in escrow on 
the purchase of the Ramada Inn 

at 3737-3747 Midway Drive. They 
said plans are to re-purpose the 
circa 1959 hotel as 64 units of 
permanent supportive homeless 
housing.

The Ramada housing redevelop-
ment is being done as a Homekey 
project providing state grant fund-
ing to quickly acquire or rehabil-
itate or master lease a variety of 
housing types. The goal is to pro-
vide interim or permanent housing 
options for the homeless.
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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Awarded Top 10% Worldwide by TripAdvisor
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• Terrace View Patio • 24 room hotel with new upgrades • Variety of room types  

• Heated outdoor swimming pool •Waterfront ceremonies with oceanfront receptions & views  

• Private events-parties, cocktail hours, dinners and more! 

• Pick up & Drop off with our Beach Mobile • Tranquility and relaxation with spectacular views & sunsets.   

• Wi-Fi offered throughout the hotel • Local vibe with a relaxed atmosphere.  Best Oceanfront Hotel in San Diego 
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!

Find us online at

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
Naval Training Station dedicated 100 years ago

See page 7

This postcard shows the Navy Band and sailors in formation at the Naval Training Station. Dedicated as Naval Training Station on Oct. 27, 1923, it reached its wartime peak 
of 33,000 personnel in 1942. The Secretary of the Navy changed the name to Naval Training Center in 1944. In 2000, the City of San Diego gained ownership of the proper-
ty repurposing the site as Liberty Station, a center for commerce, history, and arts.

Water’s Edge Church may sell OB site for affordable housing
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

A proposal to combine 
Water’s Edge Church in 
Ocean Beach with its 

parent in Mission Valley, and sell 
the church property for afford-
able housing development, has 
raised concerns throughout the 
community.

The prospect of the end of the 
more than 90-year-old congrega-
tion at 1984 Sunset Cliffs Blvd. has 
been distressing to many in OB, es-
pecially several organizations that 
have been meeting there for years. 
Water’s Edge, formerly Point Loma 
United Methodist, has regularly 
hosted meetings of OB Historical 
Society, the Pioneer School for 

developmentally disabled children, 
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry, 
and several AA and NA groups.

“It’s not a done deal,” said the 
Rev. Trudy Robinson, lead pastor 
of UMC in Mission Valley, about the 
proposal still being considered to 
combine the two Methodist con-
gregations into one. She added the 
present situation was brought to a 
head by the pandemic, which she 
said has “changed everything ac-
celerating the changes our church 
was already experiencing.”

Pointing out their church ad-
ministration has been through a 
year-long process of trying to fig-
ure out how to cope with changing 

SEE CHURCH, Page 5

Water's Edge Church at the corner of Sunset Cliffs Boulevard and Saratoga Avenue 
in OB, which could be closed by the end of the year, and the property sold for rede-
velopment as affordable housing.  COURTESY PHOTO
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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Point Loma High's boys soccer team and coaches are all smiles following a 3-0 win over Sweetwater High for the CIF Div. I championship, played at Torrey Pines High. 
PLHS principal Kelly Lowry is at left, and athletic director Manny Diaz Jr. at right.  SCOTT HOPKINS/PENINSULA BEACON

Pointer boys win CIF and Southern California Regional titles
By SCOTT HOPKINS | The Beacon

 
he Pointer boys soccer 
team remained focused 
and went on to win 

CIF's Southern California Div. 
III Regional championship ex-
actly one week after winning 
the San Diego Section Div. I 
title. It is the first regional title 
won by a PLHS team since the 
2017 girls volleyball team won 
a state championship.

Seeded No. 4 in regionals, 
the Pointers earned a home 
game on Feb. 28 against No. 
5 Newport Harbor. After the 
visitors took a 1-0 lead, se-
nior Leury Castaneda blast-
ed the tying goal for a 1-1 tie 
that went to penalty kicks. 
Junior Ethan Denney, senior 
Samuel Valli, and juniors 
Anderson Kelly and Cooper 
Rohnow all scored while ju-
nior goalkeeper Owen Purvis 
stopped three Newport shots 

for the 4-1 penalty kick win.
Again, the Pointers faced a 

No. 1 seed on March 2 in the 
semifinals. This time it was 
Quartz Hill (Antelope Valley), 
which came into the game 
having won or tied 13 straight 
games. But Castaneda found 
the net again in the first half 
and senior Liam Donovan 
iced the game on a goal off a 
corner kick by senior Marko 
Alonso.

In the March 4 final against 
No. 3 El Dorado (Placentia), 
the Pointers found themselves 
down 1-0 and 2-1 but Alonso 
scored the game-winner eight 
minutes before the final whis-
tle giving the Pointers a state 
CIF plaque. Earlier goals by 
Kelly and Castaneda kept the 
Pointers in contention.

CIF CHAMPIONSHIP
Finding success in any en-

deavor sometimes takes time 

to achieve, and time to perfect 
the final product. Such was 
the case this year for the Point 
Loma High School boys soccer 
team. 

On what could have been a 
miserable night of torrential 
rain and chilling blasts of wind 
from current storms, the team 
that started off slowly complet-
ed its turnaround, defeating 
Sweetwater High 3-0 to claim 
the Div. I CIF championship.

After losing three of their 
first four games and endur-
ing a six-game losing streak 
from mid-January to early 
February, head coach Elliott 
Savitz told his players after 
the title game the letters "CIF" 
weren't even on his mind.

But after a 2-1 home loss 
to Coronado on Feb. 7 the 
Pointers were never to lose 
another game.

Pointer forward Ethan Denney (13) and a Newport 
Harbor player collide during a CIF Southern California 
Regional Championship quarterfinal game on Feb. 28. 
The Pointers won on penalty kicks.    
 SCOTT HOPKINS/PENINSULA BEACON
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON
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Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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CITY’S DESIGNS FOR NEW PIER
Find us online at

City officials presented three preliminary design concepts for a new Ocean Beach Pier during a third community workshop. The Braid concept (top) builds upon the long, 
linear experience of the pier. The Squint Test concept (middle) utilizes the current pier’s layout and design but widens the pier, and adds a fishing deck. The Remora concept 
(bottom) highlights the original layout and design of the pier and adds a series of features that celebrate unique ocean experiences.   COURTESY: CITY OF SAN DIEGO
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON
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Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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NEW TRAIL TO TIDEPOOLS
IN THE WORKS AT CABRILLO

See page 4
Construction has started on a new hiking trail from the upper bluff down to the tidepools at Cabrillo National Monument. The new trail is expected to open in late 2023. 
 THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

Festa do Espírito Santo set for May 26-28 in Point Loma
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

he 113th Festival of the Holy 
Spirit honoring Portuguese 
religious and cultural tradi-

tions will be held the weekend of 
May 26-28 in Point Loma, culmi-
nating with the annual Festa pa-
rade on Sunday, May 28.

COVID restrictions forced the 
annual Portuguese festival to be 
downsized into a drive-thru, pick-
up-your-dinner event in 2020. 
Then, in 2021 for the first time 
in its century-plus history, the 

Point Loma Portuguese commu-
nity’s signature annual event was 
not sponsored by a family, but by 
UPSES Inc.

That ended in 2022 when Brian 
and Deborah Dutra became Festa 
presidents.

In 2023, the torch of family 
sponsorship has been passed to Ted 
and Marisea “Cici” Drummond.

“My wife and I put our names in 
for consideration as sponsors and 
we were lucky enough for them 
(Festa board) to accept our volun-
teer pledge,” said Ted Drummond 

adding it has meant a lot to them 
both. “My wife has wanted to do 
this for some time,” he said adding, 
“It was not something I thought 
I would ever do. It’s quite the un-
dertaking of time and effort to put 
on the event throughout the year.”

The Festa has been a family af-
fair for both Drummonds and their 
precursors.

Ted’s grandparents, Manuel and 
Virginia Ribeiro hosted the Festa 
in 1976, with his mother, Melanie 

Ted and Marisea ‘Cici’ Drummond are 
family sponsors for the 113th Festival 
of the Holy Spirit honoring Portuguese 
religious and cultural traditions in Point 
Loma.  COURTESY PHOTOSEE SDCNG, Page 9
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON
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Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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GIRLS FLAG FOOTBALL CATCHES ON
see page 8

Point Loma seniors Tani Gutierrez and Rachael Morris competing at flag football practice before the Pointers played Clairemont this week in a historic first game in the new 
high school sport.  SCOTT HOPKINS/PENINSULA BEACON

City breaks ground for new Cañon Street Pocket Park
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

A decade-long effort to cre-
ate a Portuguese-themed 
Cañon Street Pocket Park 

in Point Loma finally came to 
fruition with an Aug. 16 ground-
breaking with Peninsula residents 
joining District 2 Councilmember 
Jennifer Campbell and City staff 
onsite.

Construction for the new pock-
et park over the next year is to in-
clude a children’s playground, pic-
nic areas, walkways, landscaping, 
safety lights, storm drain systems, 

landscaping, irrigation, fencing, 
and a public art piece.

“It would not have happened 
without Don (Sevrens) and it’s a 
tribute to perseverance for the 
community,” said Peninsula 
Community Planning Board pres-
ident Fred Kosmo at the ground-
breaking. Discussing obstacles 
Kosmo noted: “The main one was 
trying to get the funding for the 
park, and then the delays. We’d 
get a budget, and then they (City) 

The Cañon Street Pocket Park in Point Loma was shovel-ready at the Aug. 16 ground-
breaking.  DAVE SCHWAB/PENINSULA BEACON
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON
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Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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YES, NO, MAYBE?

Two beachgoers at No Surf beach at Sunset Cliffs sunbath next to an open question formed from seaweed in the sand on Sunday, May 28. Did they find their prom dates? 
Not much time left as the Point Loma High School prom will take place on Saturday, June 3, from 7-11 p.m., at the San Diego Zoo. The 2023 PLHS commencement ceremo-
ny will take place on June 14 at 5 p.m. in the Greek Theatre at Point Loma Nazarene University.  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

Coastal restaurants must replace parking lost by outdoor seating
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

usinesses and local govern-
ment are both scrambling to 
comply with a new state re-

quirement that coastal restaurants 
must replace on-street parking 
displaced by temporary outdoor 
dining spaces.

San Diego City Council recent-
ly accepted regulations by the 
California Coastal Commission 
ordering “beach impact zone” 
restaurants to replace public park-
ing removed by pandemic-driven 
outdoor dining. San Diego’s beach 
impact zone is defined as the coast 

and a quarter-mile inland be-
tween Sunset Cliffs in the south, 
and Torrey Pines State Reserve 
bordering Del Mar on the north.

Created in the midst of COVID, 
outdoor dining otherwise known 
as “streetaries” were established 
to help restaurants stay af loat 

when indoor dining was prohibit-
ed. But they became so successful 
the City allowed them to stay via 
the creation of a new “Spaces as 

Places” program. That program 
involves an application process 
to make temporary restaurant 
outdoor business operations 

permanent, allowing parking 
spaces on City streets to remain 
when the applicant agrees to the 
conditions.

City Council members Joe 
LaCava in District 1 including La 
Jolla and Pacific Beach, and Dr. 
Jennifer Campbell in District 2 
including the Peninsula, Mission 
Beach, and Clairemont, weighed 
in on the new requirement man-
dating restaurant replacement of 
on-street parking.

“A silver lining of the pandem-
ic was embracing outdoor dining 

‘A silver lining of the pandemic  
was embracing outdoor dining.’

– Councilmember Joe LaCava
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON
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Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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ADVERTISEMENT

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 9 
10:00 a.m.  5:00 p.m. 
$1,000 Cash Prize for  

Best Vehicle in Show!

Sponsors: Inn at Sunset Cliffs, Trinidad Motors, St. Peter’s By The Sea,  Olive Tree Market Place, Ulivo, & Ocean Beach MainStreet Association

All Show Vehicles are welcome! Cars, Trucks & Motorcycles, Golf Cart Show. Hosted at 
the corner of Sunset Cliffs Blvd & Pt. Loma in the church parking lot, Trinidad Motors 
parking lot, & Inn at Sunset Cliffs parking. 
 
There will be food trucks, music, free giveaways, raffles, ride alongs in exotic vehicles. 
Family Friendly Event with a balloon artist & airbrush tattoos for the kids to enjoy! Kid 

Zone in The Kid Wonder building (kid drop offs) Bike valet until 4:00 p.m. 
 

Call (619) 222-7901 with questions or email kruz@innatsunsetcliffs.com

Six Contestant Spots Open. 
Winner recieves 2 FREE 
nights at the Inn at Sunset 
Cliffs, a prize package & 
bragging rights. 
 
VIP PARTY ACCESS FOR 
CAR SHOW OWNERS!

Find us online at

On Saturday, July 29, the USC Trojan Marching Band marched west down Santa Monica Avenue to Veterans Plaza and performed a 30 minute free concert for beachgoers 
in OB. The nationally-known marching band played several songs including its fight song ‘Fight On,’ ‘California Love,’ and its unofficial fight song ‘Tusk.’ 
  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

SPIRIT OF TROY IN OCEAN BEACH

New Point Loma High principal a veteran leader
By SCOTT HOPKINS | The Beacon

 

After an extensive application 
and interview process in-
volving staff and community 

members, a new principal has been 
appointed to the vacant position at 
Point Loma High School.

David Jaffe, a veteran educator and 
administrator, will assume leadership 
of the 98-year-old school and begin 
working on campus as soon as he and 
the school district human resources 
staff determine a starting date.

Jaffe has previously served as 
principal at Torrey Pines and Vista 
high schools and was chosen as the 
founding principal at Canyon Crest 
Academy.

His 30-year career includes the di-
rector of curriculum and assessment 
as well as the superintendent of the 
Rancho Santa Fe Elementary District. 
Prior to his administrative duties, 
Jaffe taught middle school, coached 
high school baseball, and mentored 
new teachers.

His education includes a bachelor's 

degree from UCLA, a teaching 
credential from USD, a School 
Administration Services credential, 
and a master's degree in Educational 
Leadership and Administration, both 
from Cal State San Marcos.

Erin Richison, Ed.D., senior ex-
ecutive director, of the Office of 
Graduation made the announcement, 
saying "I sincerely thank everyone 
who participated and supported this 
hiring process by helping develop 

David JaffeSEE PRINCIPAL, Page 13
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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON
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Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5

Ocean Beach 4th of July drone show will be above OBES
he Luminosity Steering 
Committee is putting the 
final touches on the inau-

gural Ocean Beach Independence 
Day Drone Light Show for 
Tuesday, July 4 at 9 p.m. This free, 
pet-friendly event will feature a 
stunning display of 300 drones 
presented by Skyworx. The show 
will take place directly over Ocean 
Beach Elementary School, 4741 
Santa Monica Ave., with visibility 

expected throughout Ocean Beach 
and Point Loma. To maximize the 
experience, spectators are advised 
to position themselves at a suitable 

distance from the school. For de-
tailed information and updates, 
visit obluminosity.com.

Adding to the enchantment, a 

musical soundtrack will accom-
pany the synchronized drone light 
display. The broadcast will com-
mence at 8:45 p.m. and will be 
available for streaming at ocean-
beach.live.

Luminosity has organized a so-
cial media contest. Participants 
are encouraged to post about the 
drone show, and the best entries 
will have a chance to win prizes 
from local businesses.

INSIDE

Point Loma High 
graduation ceremonies

SEE PAGE 8

Cesarina to open 
osteria, pizzeria in OB

SEE PAGE 4

Point Loma Nazarene 
wins national title

SEE PAGE 13

Happy  4th  
of July Weekend! 

Don’t do anything  
I wouldn’t do!

‘We encourage beachgoers to explore  
the shops and restaurants.’ 

– Mike James, co-chair of Luminosity

T

FOOD, FUN & FAMILY

A member of The Taste Buds team hands out chili samples to the young and old during the Ocean Beach Street Fair & Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, June 24. Thousands 
of people came out to the annual event in OB on a sunny afternoon for fun, food, and frolic. The Taste Buds’ Amateur Division chili entry earned third place in the People’s 
Choice awards. For more chili winners and photos, turn to page 7.  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON
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Point Loma Branch  4980 North Harbor Drive, Suite 203  San Diego, CA 92106

Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5

Is the City's plan improving or worsening the park?
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

A conversation is ensuing 
over the effectiveness – or 
ineffectiveness – of ongo-

ing drainage and other improve-
ments, like native plant re-intro-
duction, at scenic Sunset Cliffs 
Natural Park.

The long-term goals of Sunset 
Cliffs Natural Park are embodied 
in its master plan and vision state-
ment, which calls for the “creation 
of a park where people can enjoy 
San Diego’s natural coastal envi-
ronment as it once was, free from 

the effects of man.”
Toward that end, SCNP’s mas-

ter plan proposes corrective mea-
sures for past and present Sunset 
Cliffs’ abuse and neglect that may 
have degraded the park’s natural 
beauty. These corrective measures 

include the removal of man-made 
elements such as structures, con-
struction debris, and excess pave-
ment, as well as the implementa-
tion of a comprehensive on-site 
drainage system. Along with that 
has come the eradication of exotic 

invasive plants, and a re-vegeta-
tion program for restoring native 
vegetation.

Point Loma resident Scott Mac 
Laggan, an SCNP watchdog who 
visits the park daily and has closely 
monitored improvements under-
way there, claims the City’s efforts 
are not working. He cites continu-
ing erosion, formation of sinkholes, 
and failure of reintroduced native 
species like Torrey Pines, as ex-
amples of intended improvements 
gone awry.

INSIDE

READERS 
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AWARDS 
2 0 2 3

Check out our Readers 
Choice Awards for Point Loma

INSIDE

E-bikes are fun 
but are they safe?

SEE PAGE 4

Future Pointers
experience football

SEE PAGE 10

Proud to  
be a Summer  

Concert Sponsor,  
See you there!!

SEE SUNSET, Page 13

‘Over time, nature will tell  
us what belongs here.’

– Leon Scales, Sunset Cliffs Natural Park Council 
Executive Committee

Find us online at

SUNSET CLIFFS

A scenic spot in the Hillside Park area south of Ladera Street and above Garbage Beach at Sunset Cliffs.  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON
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Point Loma Branch  4980 North Harbor Drive, Suite 203  San Diego, CA 92106

Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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Principal Kelly Lowry leaves 
PLHS for new position
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Point Loma Summer 
Concerts start on July 14
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Former Beacon publisher 
Keith Finley dies
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Proud to  
be a Summer  

Concert Sponsor,  
See you there!!

SEE JUMP, Page 10

1370 Sunset Cliffs Blvd • San Diego • innatsunsetcliffs.com • 619.222.7901

BOOK YOUR STAYCATION NOW!

Tripadvisor.com 
Hall of Fame

Winner of 2022 Certificate of Excellence Award  
presented by TripAdvisor.com 8th straight year! 

Awarded Top 10% Worldwide by TripAdvisor

READERS
CHOICE
AWARDS
BEST HOTEL

12 Years in a row

• Pick up & Drop off with our Beach Mobile • Tranquility and relaxation with spectacular views & sunsets.   
• Wi-Fi offered throughout the hotel • Local vibe with a relaxed atmosphere. 

• Terrace View Patio • 24 room hotel with new upgrades • Variety of room types  
• Heated outdoor swimming pool •Waterfront ceremonies with oceanfront receptions & views  
• Private events-parties, cocktail hours, dinners and more!

 Best Oceanfront Hotel in San Diego 

$10 
DAY P

ASS 

IS B
ACK

!

SUNSET CLIFFS CAR SHOW SEPTEMBER 9TH, 2023  
IN THE PARKING LOTS AT THE CORNER OF PT. LOMA AND SUNSET CLIFFS. CALL TO ENTER YOUR VEHICLE!

Find us online at

JUMPING TO PREVENT 
DROWNING

San Diego Junior Lifeguards jump off the Ocean Beach Pier on July 10 to face their fears and raise funds for the Prevent Drowning Foundation of San Diego.  
 THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

Annual tradition continues after OB Pier reopens

After being closed for six 
months due to storm dam-
age, the Ocean Beach Pier 

reopened just in time – on July 1 – for 
the Fourth of July and another an-
nual tradition, the San Diego Junior 
Lifeguards Pier Jump on July 10.

Parents and the public could 
also join in on the fun with a 
$150 minimum donation/tick-
et purchase, which benefits the 
Prevent Drowning Foundation of 

San Diego. If jumping off the OB 
Pier is on your bucket list, you 
have another chance to do it this 
year. The second session of the San 
Diego Junior Lifeguards Pier Jump 
will take place on Aug. 7. Tickets 
and information are available at 
preventdrowningfoundation.org/
events. These events are the on-
ly time jumping from the Ocean 
Beach Pier is allowed.

Space is limited to the first 100 

people (18 and older) for each jump 
session (morning and afternoon). 
Proceeds from these events benefit 
the Prevent Drowning Foundation 
of San Diego's efforts to provide 
SDJG scholarships and free swim-
ming lessons for underserved 
youth in San Diego. Follow @pdf-
sandiego on Instagram for updates 
on when ticket sales will open.

How will it work? Purchase tick-
ets online at the desired time. On 

event day, check in at purchased 
ticket time with name, printed 
ticket, event waiver, and fins for 
your required safety lecture. Must 
wear swim fins. Must attend safe-
ty lecture. Must be a strong ocean 
swimmer; the swim to the beach 
after your jump is between 500-
1,000 yards. Waiver form required 
at check-in.

Centennial celebration at NTC, 
Sunset Cliffs restoration project, 

the continuing saga of the OB Pier

YEAR IN REVIEW 

SEE PAGE 3
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YEAR IN REVIEW – Centennial celebration at Liberty Station, new businesses 
opened, Sunset Cliffs restoration, and the continuing saga of the OB Pier

By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

The Peninsula communi-
ties of Ocean Beach, Point 
Loma, and Midway expe-

rienced growing pains as their 
neighborhoods continued to evolve 
and adapt to constantly changing 
times.

A task force was created to 
re-imagine how OB Pier could 
be repaired or replaced. City and 
County governments grappled 
with rising homelessness, ban-
ning encampments, and increas-
ing shelter space. There also was 
an ongoing affordable housing cri-
sis, and rents remained sky-high. 
And, there was public pushback on 
land-use issues like higher densi-
ties, height limits, and building 
more housing near transit stations.

JANUARY
NEW LAWS

Hundreds of law changes in 
2023 affected everything from 
protecting abortion and the rights 
of transgender individuals to legal-
izing jaywalking and banning the 
sale and manufacture of new fur 
clothing and accessories.

SPACES AS PLACES
Merchants were scrambling 

to comply with a new California 
Coastal Commission amendment 

to the City’s Spaces as Places, re-
quiring beach businesses to re-
place displaced vehicular parking.

“Private cars and street park-
ing are still the primary means 
by which the general public ac-
cesses the shoreline,” ruled the 
CCC. “Measures that limit coast-
al access for people who are not 
within walking distance dispro-
portionately impact lower-in-
come communities. Therefore, 
projects to remove parking in 
beach areas must replace that 
parking elsewhere.”

OB PIER REPLACEMENT
It was full speed ahead on ini-

tial planning to replace the aging 
Ocean Beach Pier determined to 
have outlived its useful service life. 
“The mayor has formed a task force 
to design usable public space areas 
on a new pier,” said OB Pier Task 
Force member Mark Winkie.

OTC REDEVELOPMENT
Over 100 companies expressed 

interest in submitting their 
Statement of Qualifications in 
hopes of being selected as the 

master developer for revitalizing 
the Naval Base Point Loma Old 
Town Campus. The redevelopment 
would expand the housing infra-
structure and possibly add a public 
transit station.

OBMA AWARDS
Recipients at Ocean Beach 

MainStreet’s annual awards 
celebration on Jan. 26 included 
Tony Cohen for supporting graf-
fiti abatement; OB Hardware 
for their updated storefront; OB 
Business Center for spearheading 
the revitalization of the OB Mall; 
California Wild Ales for actively 
promoting OB; Craig Gerwig, Ken 
Moss, and Michele Amsterdam 
named as volunteers of the year; 
and Steve Rowell for contributing 
to Ocean Beach’s history through 
photography.

DRONES REPLACE 
FIREWORKS

Luminosity, the nonprof it 
formed in 2022 to find a viable 
alternative to Fourth of July fire-
works in Ocean Beach, announced 
it was in final negotiations with a 
drone company.

MARKET REVAMP
Formerly Apple Tree Market, 

Krisp Beverages and Natural Foods 
at 4976 Newport Ave. updated 
its look and contemporary feel, 

changing its name and branding 
and making numerous improve-
ments including adding a full deli.

FEBRUARY
PALM CHALLENGE 
THWARTED

A lawsuit against the City chal-
lenging the cutting down of palm 
trees on Newport Avenue consid-
ered a possible threat to incoming 
aircraft was dismissed in court as 
“frivolous.”

PLNU TRACK USAGE
Point Loma Nazarene University 

alum Jimmie Presley, who had 
been running on the university’s 
track since COVID, questioned 
the university’s revising of a de-
cades-long policy allowing unre-
stricted public access to its track. 
“Outside businesses and private 
trainers were taking advantage of 
the track and interfering with our 
athletic team training,” respond-
ed university spokesperson Lora 
Fleming.

WILDLIFE BABY SHOWER
San Diego Humane Society 

geared up for one of its busiest 
times of the year, baby wildlife 
season, holding a virtual baby 
shower to fund its Project Wildlife 

SEE YIR, Page 4

A scenic spot in the Hillside Park area south of Ladera Street and above Garbage 
Beach at Sunset Cliffs. A conversation is ensuing over the effectiveness – or 
ineffectiveness – of ongoing drainage and other improvements, like native plant 
re-introduction, at scenic Sunset Cliffs Natural Park.  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

4734 West Point Loma Blvd |  $1,795,000 
RARE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY in Ocean 
Beach. 2 units for sale, 2BD/2BA & 2BD/1 Bath. 
VIEWS of Mission Bay and the Ocean that are 
UNOBSTRUCTABLE.

Sal DeMaria  
(619) 813-6400 

SalDeMaria@yahoo.com  SalDeMaria.com  CalRE# 01788042

SOLD! RECENTLY SOLD BY SAL IN 
SUNSET CLIFFS / PT. LOMA

758 Cordova St.  
 $4,500,000  

5 beds/7 baths 
4,502 sqft  

 
665 Albion St,  

$3,800,000 
4 Br/ 4 Ba, 4000 sqft. 

3 car garage 
 

3744 Rosecroft St.   
$,4,700,000 

5 beds/5.5 baths 
4,652 

 
665 Albion  

$3,800,00 
4 Beds + office/3.5 Baths 

4,040 sqft 

OCEAN BEACH

4575-4577 Bermuda Ave.  |  $2,100,000 
This three unit property boasts a rare and substantial 
lot size of 10,498 square feet.This property presents 
limitless potential for renovation and expansion.  
Totaling 2,477 of livable space, these detached units 
consist of a two-bedroom, one bedroom, a studio, 
and another two-bedroom, one bathroom. 

SOLD!

OCEAN BEACH

1819 Sunset Cliff Blvd. |  $1,695,000 
Excellent Development Opportunity. Build an Ad-
ditional 2 to 4 units on a Level Flat Lot in the heart 
of Ocean Beach. Existing 2 Newly Remodeled 
units ready to RENT are currently on the property.

FOR S
ALE!

POINT LOMA

Call/text for a complimentary home valuation! 
(619) 847-4241   

CalRE# 10270748  www.natalieharris.com

23 YEARS OB EXPERIENCE

SELLING SAN DIEGO 20 YEARS! 
CalRE# 01270748 

www.NatalieHarris.com
(619) 847-4241

3616 Rosecroft Ln San Diego, CA 92106  
Incredible Italian Villa located in the Wooded Area on an over-
sized 13k esf level lot! Views toward bay, boats, & nightlights. 
Private cul-de-sac location with access from Silvergate. Ideal 
open floor plan showcases intricate artistic design travertine and 
Brazilian cherry hardwood floors across 2 separate living areas. 
Gourmet kitchen with center island, granite counter tops, cus-
tom cabinetry. Extra large primary suite w. its own private patio 
& fireplace. Massive family room features wet bar, fireplace at 
second level with incredible bay views. $4,295,000 

FO
R REN

T PROPERTIES NEEDED FOR 
WONDERFUL LOCAL BUYERS:

Kellogg Beach Condo 

 

Ocean Beach Multi Units  

 

View Home w Value add 2.2m 

 

3+ BR Home  

South OB or Up hill <2.2m 

 

Views Sunset Cliffs 3+br <3.5m 
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program. Each spring, Project 
Wildlife takes in thousands of in-
jured and orphaned baby wildlife 
– and needs the community’s help 
to give them a second chance.

SUSTAINABLE 
ENTREPRENEUR

In 2018, Point Loma entrepre-
neur Jared Koett founded a start-
up biodegradable pill bottle com-
pany. Four years later, that initial 
offering had evolved into Invert, a 
cutting-edge company providing 
sustainable alternatives to replace 
traditional plastic packaging.

OB CITY TACOS
City Tacos’ owner Gerry Torres 

planned to expand into the space 
formerly inhabited by Tiki Port at 
Voltaire and Cable streets.

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 
UNSUPPORTED

In February, Midway-Pacific 
Highway Community Planning 
Group bristled at City plans to 
turn a Midway Ramada Inn into 
permanent supportive housing, 
claiming their neighborhood is be-
ing deluged by homeless projects.

MIDWAY RISING
On Feb. 8, Midway Rising, the 

team granted exclusive negotiat-
ing rights by the City to re-imag-
ine what the 48-acre former Sports 
Arena site can be, held a workshop 
with stations where the public 
could ask questions of technical 
experts engaged in the sports are-
na’s redevelopment.

PRICKLE IN PENINSULA
Thanks to Canadian transplant 

Blair Braz, Peninsulans can have 
their cake and eat it too as she 
opened up her new bakeshop next 
to Stump’s Family Marketplace at 
3772 Voltaire St.

COASTAL BLOSSOMING
Coastal Sage Gardening in 

Ocean Beach progressed beyond 
being just a drought-tolerant and 
native landscaper, adding botany 
education and community beauti-
fication to its mix.

CAP PROGRESSES
San Diego joined the rest of the 

nation and world in shifting away 

from dependence on oil, natural 
gas, and other fossil fuels to the 
accelerated use of renewable en-
ergy. The City’s updated Climate 
Action Plan now calls for eliminat-
ing nearly all natural gas use from 
buildings in the city by 2035, as 
well as slashing 90 percent of nat-
ural gas use in existing buildings 
within the city’s limits in the next 
13 years.

PLNU’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY
Point Loma Nazarene University 

welcomed more than 800 alumni 
and friends back for 2023's home-
coming festivities on Feb. 17-18, 
marking the 50th anniversary of 
PLNU’s move from Pasadena to 
San Diego.

MARCH
PLHS CHAMPS

The Pointer boys soccer team 
went on to win CIF’s Southern 
California Div. III Regional cham-
pionship exactly one week after 
winning the San Diego Section 
Div. I title.

NEW THESPIAN SOCIETY
Theater was resurrected at 

Point Loma High School as stu-
dents banded together to form the 
Point Loma High School Thespian 
Society spearheaded by student 
president Emma Nickel. Their first 
production, “Inherit The Wind,” 
was held in the campus theater.

IN-PERSON MEETINGS
California’s COVID-19 State of 

Emergency lapsed on Feb. 28 and 
community planning groups were 
now being required by the Brown 
Act to begin meeting in-person 
only.

ST. PADDY’S O’BEACH
The inaugural St. Paddy’s 

O’Beach Party in 2022 was so 
successful, that the second annu-
al event in 2023 was expanded 
into a two-day Irish-themed fes-
tival arranged by the producers of 
Oktoberfest.

PLNU CONTROVERSY
Po i nt  L o m a  Na z a r e ne 

University’s LGBTQIA+ communi-
ty cried foul after March 15 when 
PLNU dean Dr. Mark Maddix was 
fired by Kerry Fulcher, the provost 
and chief academic officer, alleged-
ly because he supported former 
adjunct professor and minister 
Melissa Tucker, who’d been told 
she wouldn’t be rehired as a profes-
sor because of her public support 
for the LGBTQIA+ community.

BIDEN IN POINT LOMA
On March 13, President Joe 

Biden visited San Diego regarding 
the partnership with the U.K. and 
Australia on an 18-month-old 
nuclear submarine deal named 
AUKUS — for Australia, the 
United Kingdom, and the United 
States. The meeting took place at 
Naval Base Point Loma.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
Liberty Station’s Arts District 

joined in honoring the many great 
accomplishments of women via 
showcasing the work of women 
who account for more than half 
of the artists exhibiting their tal-
ents there at more than 30 art gal-
leries, working artist studios, and 
businesses.

LONGTIME REALTOR
Rosamaria Acuña, a top-pro-

ducing Realtor and recognized 
Point Loma community leader, 
marked her 35th year in the real 
estate business

APRIL
OB HAT CONTEST

Ocean Beach Woman’s Club pre-
sented its third annual fundraising 
Hat Contest at Dirty Birds on April 
6. Men were also invited and en-
couraged to compete.

OB PIER COST
At the first OB Pier Replacement 

workshop on April 1, Mayor Todd 
Gloria said “Our preliminary re-
views are talking about a project 
that would be north of $40 million 
and as much as $100 million,” 
when asked about the cost of re-
placing OB’s iconic, aging pier.

CELL PHONE ANTENNA
Rock Church in Point Loma’s 

YIR
CONTINUED FROM Page 3

SEE YIR, Page 5

Point Loma High's boys soccer team and coaches are all smiles following a 3-0 win 
over Sweetwater High for the CIF Div. I championship played at Torrey Pines High. 
PLHS principal Kelly Lowry is at left, and athletic director Manny Diaz Jr. at right.  
 SCOTT HOPKINS/PENINSULA BEACON

Construction has started on a new hiking trail from the upper bluff down to the 
tidepools at Cabrillo National Monument. The new trail is expected to open in late 
2023.  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

REAL ESTATE

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
from Jack and Patty 

Jack Krenek  
858.518.5060  
jack.krenek@compass.com  
DRE 01298160

Patty Haynsworth  
619.804.1972  
patty.haynsworth@compass.com  
DRE 01329684
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decision to allow a T-Mobile cell 
phone antenna on its campus 
building alarmed some parents 
concerned about their children’s 
safety.

MIDWAY FLOAT SPA
Stardust Float Spa and Wellness 

Center at 3589 Midway Drive in 
the old Hollywood Tans building 
opened offering float therapy, mas-
sage, and skincare.

BRIDGE OPENING
Mayor Gloria was joined at West 

Mission Bay Drive Bridge on April 
4 by Rep. Scott Peters (D-San 
Diego) to officially open the new 
$148 million bridge replacing the 
existing four-lane bridge, built in 
1950.

ROBB FIELD PLANNING
With the City updating planning 

for Robb Athletic Field, the park’s 
largest users – Peninsula Tennis 
Club, Peninsula Youth Softball 
Association, and Albion Soccer 
Club – joined to encourage pursu-
ing a broad vision addressing the 
park’s short- and long-term needs. 
The priorities for the park includ-
ed community-friendly lighting; 
safer playing surfaces; hospitable 
restrooms; and paved parking.

CANCER FUNDRAISER
Point Loman Mandy Havlik 

started a fundraising drive ben-
efiting critical cancer support 
programs at the Peckham Center 
for Cancer and Blood Disorders 
at Rady Children’s Hospital-San 
Diego.

STVR ENFORCEMENT
Some coastal civic leaders and 

citizens argued enforcement reg-
ulations in the City’s new Short-
Term Residential Ordinance, 
which took effect May 1, are 
flawed. That message came across 
repeatedly during a 90-minute 
STRO Zoom enforcement commu-
nity briefing presented by the City’s 
Development Services Department 
Code Enforcement Division (now 
called BLUE).

MAY 
OB AMBASSADORS

Ocean Beach MainStreet 
Association and Ocean Beach 
Town Council together sought 
volunteer ambassadors for their 
new Downtown Ocean Beach 
Ambassador program. Volunteers 
were to stroll OB’s downtown busi-
ness district to welcome visitors, as 
well as provide them with informa-
tion to help them explore the town.

MURAL DEDICATION
One of the highlights of the 

75th-anniversary celebration of 
the United Portuguese S.E.S. in 
Point Loma on April 15 was the 
dedication of an outdoor mu-
ral painted by Jack Stricker and 
Austin Gosswiller.

PLHS HOF
Point Loma High School’s 

Hall of Fame with 21 previous 

members was revived with three 
new inductees in the Class of 2023. 
Inductees included Peninsula 
Beacon writer and retired teacher 
Scott Hopkins, along with artist 
and sculptor Richard Arnold and 
A. Lee Brown, author, professor, 
scientist, lifeguard, and surfer.

FESTA DO ESPIRITO SANTO
The 113th Festival of the Holy 

Spirit honoring Portuguese reli-
gious and cultural traditions was 
held the weekend of May 26-28 in 
Point Loma, culminating with the 
annual Festa parade on Sunday, 
May 28.

MONUMENT TRAIL
Major improvements at Cabrillo 

National Monument were an-
nounced to include construction 
on a new trail linking it with its 
tidepools, and work scheduled on 
the monument’s visitor center.

KITE FESTIVAL
On May 20, OB Kiwanis held its 

annual family-friendly kite festi-
val offering games for kids in all 
age groups including food trucks, 
a craft fair with vendors, and com-
munity information booths.

MURDER CONVICTION
After two days of deliberations, 

a jury convicted a woman on 
May 26 of second-degree mur-
der in the drowning death of her 
passenger after she crashed her 
parents' BMW through a guard-
rail on Sea World Drive while 
driving drunk.

JUNE
FARMERS MARKET

Brady Farmer, a local chef, and 
president of the nonprofit Devoted 
to Youth Foundation, planned to 
open a weekly Point Loma farmers 
market at Point Loma High School 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Sunday 
starting on June 4.

DRONE LAUNCHING SITE
Ocean Beach Elementary School 

was selected as the venue for the 
upcoming Fourth of July Drone 
Light Show, launching 300 drones 
from the school premises for the 
performance.

ARTS LEADER RETIRES
Longtime San Diego arts leader 

Alan Ziter announced that after 43 
years of advancing and promoting 
arts and culture, he would be retir-
ing in June from his current leader-
ship role at the NTC Foundation to 
travel and do community service.

HOMELESS CAMPING BAN
The City Council passed an ordi-

nance banning most tent encamp-
ments in public spaces if shelter 
beds are available nearby. The new 
ordinance bars encampments at 
all times in certain areas including 
parks, canyons, and waterways, as 
well as near schools and homeless 
shelters, and transit stations re-
gardless of shelter capacity.

CENTENNIAL KICK-OFF
Liberty Station launched an 

exhibit inside the historic USS 
Recruit naval ship to kick off the 
100-year celebration of the Naval 
Training Center’s 1923 opening.

JUNE GLOOMY
Known as May gray and June 

gloom, the marine layer annual-
ly descended like a curtain along 
San Diego’s coast this time of year 
was intense in 2023 lasting lon-
ger than usual. “We’ve had more 
cloudy days and had less solar ra-
diation than most Mays,” said me-
teorologist Brandt Maxwell.

OB STREET FAIR
The 43rd annual OB Street 

Fair & Chili Cook-Off took place 
on Saturday, June 24. One of San 
Diego’s most beloved traditions, 
the Street Fair draws upwards of 
50,000 people to the beach com-
munity to enjoy three stages with 
music from 18 performers, an 
Artists Alley, the Chili Cook-Off, a 
beachside beer garden, and a com-
munity mural.

NAUTICAL MUSEUM
Located in the historic Dick 

Laub NTC Command Center in 

Arts District Liberty Station, the 
800-square-foot Nautical History 
Gallery and Museum is curated by 
military veteran Joe Frangiosa Jr.

SURFING HOF
Thirteen individuals and two 

organizations joined the ranks 
of local surfing royalty during a 
San Diego Surfing Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony at San Diego 
Mission Bay Boat and Ski Club. 
The Class of 2023 included Bill 
Bahne, Tim Bessell, Joey Buran, 
Pat Curren (in memoriam), Mike 
Diffenderfer (in memoriam), Jeff 
Divine, Don Hansen, Dempsey 
Holder (in memoriam), Richard 
Kenvin, Julie Klein, Taylor Knox, 
Don Okey (in memoriam), Hank 
Warner, Pacific Beach Surf Club, 
and Pacific Beach Surf Shop.

STVR LOOPHOLE
Turns out the City’s new Short-

Term Rental Ordinance contained 
an exploitable “loophole” that some 
landlords were taking advantage 
of, including one in Ocean Beach 
with a landlord owning numerous 

YIR
CONTINUED FROM Page 4

SEE YIR, Page 6

The annual Festa do Espírito Santo parade and party brings out the Point Loma 
Portuguese community to gather and celebrate their religious and cultural tradi-
tions.  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

Liberty Station will open the ship’s doors to the public on Saturdays and Sundays. The 
exhibit will feature images of the USS Recruit’s construction, recruits training on the 
ship, architectural renderings, and NTC alumni videos. This photo of the USS Recruit's 
historic commission day is featured within the exhibit on the ship.

We have openings at our Early Learning & Infant Care Center!

Private, Independent Education for Infants - 8th Grade Students!

Low Student to Teacher Ratio  |  Integrated Curriculum 
Art, Drama & Music Program  |  Daily P.E. & Spanish  |  Wellness 

Interscholastic Athletics  |  Character Education 
Summer Camps  |  Before / After School Programs 

Please join us for  
Admissions Open House 

in January!

For more information and to register for Open House visit 
www.warren-walker.com
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1545 Hotel Circle South, Suite 190, San Diego, CA 92108 • tgibbings@2020fa.com • 2020fa.com

Advisory products and services offered by Investment Adviser Representatives through Prime Capital Investment Advisors, LLC (“PCIA”) or 20/20 Capital Management, 
Inc (“20/20 CMI”), affiliated federally registered investment advisers. PCIA and 20/20 CMI are under common control. PCIA: 6201 College Blvd., Suite #150, Overland 
Park, KS 66211. 20/20 CMI: 940 South Coast Dr, Suite 110, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Securities offered by Registered Representatives through Private Client Services, 

Member FINRA/SIPC. Private Client Services is a separate entity and is not affiliated with PCIA or 20/20 CMI.

Tom R. Gibbings, CFP®, CLU®

Your Fiduciary for Your Best Interests

CALL NOW TO BOOK
AN APPOINTMENT

(619) 501-7501 EXT 1

With 40 years of experience, I can design 
custom plans that help you meet your financial 
objectives. 20/20 Capital Management recently 
partnered with Prime Capital Investment 
Advisors, opening new doors for all of our clients 
looking for help with retirement planning, family 
security and independence.

We can help you and your family reach financial 
security by finding simple alternatives to your 
most complex problems!

rental units in multi-family struc-
tures ranging from two to 37 units.

JULY
SUCCESSFUL DRONE SHOW

A display of aerial artistry 
unfolded above Ocean Beach 
Elementary School on July 4, as 
a fleet of 300 drones took flight in 
the inaugural Ocean Beach Fourth 
of July Drone Light Show, with an 
accompanying soundtrack. The 
spectacle captivated onlookers for 
12 minutes with its patriotic de-
signs and iconic formations, pay-
ing homage to the community.

VVSD STAND DOWN
Veterans Village of San Diego 

held its annual Stand Down event 
– a three-day encampment put to-
gether to help homeless veterans 
and those at risk of homelessness 
– from July 20-22 at Pechanga 
Arena.

SUMMER CONCERTS
The long-running free Point 

Loma Summer Concerts series 
continued on Fridays from July 
14 through Aug. 11 with a differ-
ent theme each week. Attendees 
listened to performances at Point 
Loma Park, 1049 Catalina Blvd.

SUNSET CLIFFS 
CONVERSATION

A conversation ensued over the 
effectiveness – or ineffectiveness 
– of ongoing drainage and other 
improvements, like native plant 
re-introduction, at scenic Sunset 
Cliffs Natural Park. The long-term 
goals of Sunset Cliffs Natural Park 
are embodied in its master plan 
and vision statement, which calls 
for the “creation of a park where 
people can enjoy San Diego’s nat-
ural coastal environment as it once 
was, free from the effects of man.”

POCKET PARK GREENLIGHTED
After years of community effort, 

the City agreed to expedite plans 
to construct a new pocket park 
for Cañon Street in Point Loma. 
“The three-quarter acre Point 
Loma pocket park is funded, the 
selected contractor, Dick Miller 

Construction, Inc., has signed 
the contract, and everything af-
ter nine-plus years is in expedit-
ed mode,” said Don Sevrens, who 
spearheaded the park-improve-
ment project.

AUGUST
SB 10 REJECTED

The City Planning Commission 
on Aug. 3 thwarted an initial at-
tempt to make San Diego the first 
California city to implement SB 
10, a bill that could allow up to 10 
homes on a single-family lot up to 
three stories tall near existing or 
planned mass transit.

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
According to “Crunch Time 

For Climate,” the latest report 
by the nonprofit Climate Action 
Campaign, the City must double 
down on shifting transportation 
options away from gas-powered ve-
hicles, in order to achieve net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions in the 
next 12 years.

FISH SHOP
Point Loma was the perfect spot 

for the Fish Shop to cast its line, 
tailoring its look and feel to fit that 
of the surrounding Portuguese 
fishing community. The company 
opened its third location at 1110 
Rosecrans St.

TERMINAL CONCESSIONS

The San Diego County Regional 
Airport Authority Board approved 
the final group of New Terminal 1 
concession leases for restaurants 
and retail shops that will offer a 
mix of local, regional, and some 
national brands.

PIANO EXHIBIT
Two 14-year-old Point Loma 

youth were seeking a permanent 
home for an "inspirational" piano 
they created named “Here Comes 
the Sun,” which was on exhibit at 
Liberty Station.

EMERGENCY DECLARED
On Aug. 21, City Council voted 

unanimously to ratify a declara-
tion of emergency by Mayor Todd 
Gloria following the disruption 
wrought by Tropical Storm Hilary.

BRITANNIA TEAROOMS
It’s all things British at The 

Britannia Tearooms at 2323 
Midway Drive which boasts, 
among other things, a Sherlock 
Holmes sitting room, a Mad 
Hatter's Tearoom, numerous ref-
erences to “Alice In Wonderland 
Through The Looking Glass,” and 
a Mary Poppins-themed gift shop.

SEPTEMBER
PASTOR DISMISSAL

A Nazarene pastor lost his cre-
dential to preach after a church 
jury convicted him of supporting 

same-sex marriage, which is 
contrary to the Church of the 
Nazarene manual about human 
sexuality. A seven-man, two-wom-
an jury voted 9-0 on Aug. 14 to 
convict Rev. Selden Dee Kelley III, 
of being “out of harmony with the 
Church of the Nazarene's doctrine, 
teaching, beliefs, and practices.”

WATER BILL GLITCH
Some Peninsulans got an unex-

pected surprise in their mailboxes: 
several months worth of water bills 
all due at once. And the unprec-
edented “glitch” seems as wacky 
as it is unsettling, considering the 
amounts on some of those delayed 
water bills, which just stopped 
coming regularly, were in the 
hundreds, or even thousands, of 
dollars.

LIGHTS OUT
A new “Lights Out, San Diego” 

campaign by the San Diego 
Audubon Society called on coun-
ty residents to switch off non-es-
sential lighting at night to help 
migratory bird species who are 
threatened by it.

CLASSIC CAR SHOW
The first Sunset Cliffs Car Show 

and Grill Master Competition was 
held Sept. 9 at the corner of Sunset 
Cliffs Boulevard and Point Loma 
Boulevard in the church parking 
lot, as well as in Trinidad Motor’s 
parking lot and in the parking area 
of Inn at Sunset Cliffs, 1370 Sunset 
Cliffs Blvd.

MIDWAY TASTING ROOM
California Wild Ales, which has 

an Ocean Beach tasting room, 
opened a new multi-faceted pro-
duction facility and tasting room 
in the Midway District on Sept. 15 
at 3826 Sherman St.

LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD 
SERIES

Baseball and watching the Little 
League World Series helped 9-year-
old Sunset Cliffs resident Westan 
Ward recuperate from emergen-
cy eye surgery. But Westan and 
his family never realized what 
else was in store for them, as they 
won a “Swing Big” contest that 
gave them all tickets to watch the 
LLWS Championship in August in 
Pennsylvania.

NATIONAL DANCE DAY
National Dance Day on Sept. 16 

was celebrated by local dance or-
ganizations in Arts District Liberty 
Station showcasing their talents 
for the special day and beyond.

PIER DESIGN ALTERNATIVES
The City presented three pre-

liminary design concepts for a 
new Ocean Beach Pier during a 
third community workshop. The 
Braid concept builds upon the long, 
linear experience of the pier. The 
Squint Test concept utilizes the 
current pier’s layout and design 
but widens the pier, and adds a 
fishing deck. The Remora concept 
highlights the original layout and 
design of the pier and adds a series 
of features that celebrate unique 
ocean experiences.

OCTOBER
CENTENNIAL SALUTE

The centennial celebration of 
Liberty Station took place on Oct. 
29. The festivities included recog-
nition of the oldest living Naval 
Training Center recruits who 
trained on the property, the buri-
al of a time capsule to be opened in 
25 years, live entertainment by the 
Navy Band. During its 74 years of 
active service, some 1.7 million re-
cruits packed their bags, loosened 
mothers’ heartstrings, and arrived 
at the Main Gate of Naval Training 
Center in Point Loma.

OB OKTOBERFEST
Ocean Beach Oktoberfest, pro-

moted as “San Diego’s wildest,” 
for its 21st installment Oct. 6-7. 
Sponsored by Jägermeister, the fall 
classic event featured live music, 
activities, and refreshments.

PLHS HOMECOMING
Spirits were sky high on Sept. 22 

at Point Loma High when a consid-
erable student turnout welcomed 
dozens of alumni to the school's 
97th Homecoming event.

SCHOOLS REUNITED
The lower- and middle-school 

campuses of Ocean Beach’s home-
grown independent Warren 
Walker School, separated for two 
decades, were reunited for the 
2024-25 academic year.

MTS CHANGES
The Metropolitan Transit 

System board approved a series 

YEAR IN REVIEW
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A member of The Taste Buds team hands out chili samples to the young and old 
during the Ocean Beach Street Fair & Chili Cook-Off on June 24. Thousands of people 
came out to the annual event in OB on a sunny afternoon for fun, food, and frolic. 
The Taste Buds’ Amateur Division chili entry earned third place in the People’s Choice 
awards.  THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

San Diego Junior Lifeguards jump off the Ocean Beach Pier on July 10 to face their 
fears and raise funds for the Prevent Drowning Foundation of San Diego. 
 THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON
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tion.Call or email to schedule a complimentary initial consulta

Fee-only 
Financial Planning &

Investment Management
www.PointLomaAdvisors.com
Brad@PointLomaAdvisors.com

(619) 798-6400

Point Loma 
Advisors
Financial planning for 
life’s transitions.

Brad Nelson, CFP®

OPEN DAILY 11:30AM-9PM   
INDOOR, PATIO DINING AND TAKE OUT 

CRAVING CHINESE? 

Easy. Safe. Delicious. 
CALL 619-795-1700

1029 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA 92106 
Check out our menu at www.shanghaibunsd.com/menu

CRAVING AN EASIER WAY TO ORDER? 
START YOUR ORDER AT: 

shanghaibunsd.com or text SHANGHAIBUN to  
33733 to download our free app today!

Delivery available through our reliable partners: DoorDash, Postmates, Uber Eats, GrubHub

(619) 225-5616   
3219 Cañon St, San Diego, CA 92106

We've recently added a new front 
deck and have remodeled the back 
patio to allow our residents to enjoy 
the beautiful views of Point Loma. If 
you would like to come out and 
enjoy the view with us, please give 
us a call to schedule a tour!

Come and see our VIEW of personalized care. NOW OPEN
FOR BREAKFAST

& LUNCH

2556 Laning Road • Liberty Station  
(619) 501-5588

Coupons are not valid on any holidays

Valid only at Liberty Station location, not valid on take  
out ,can not be combined with any other offers, not  
valid for Happy Hour. One coupon per table. Must  

present Coupon. Not valid on any holiday.

Valid Monday through Thursday only  
not valid on holidays

Buy one entree and get 
the 2nd one at 50% off  
must purchase a drink.  

Migraines, PTSD, Depression, Brain Fog, 
Sleep Issues, Concussions, Anxiety,  
POTS, Long Haul COVID and more

www.neurogenNOW.com  |  shawna@neurogenNOW.com

Shawna Joy Scott 
Certified Practitioner 

619-990-5516

A Balanced Brain is a Healthy Brain 
We Have a Protocol To Help 
It's Painless and Effortless

of measures aimed at improving 
operations, accessibility, and secu-
rity across the MTS transit system. 
These measures include the imple-
mentation of a credit card tap-to-
pay feature, which will allow riders 
to simply tap their physical credit 
cards or smart devices to qualify 
for a ride.

OB SURF NOVEL
A. Lee Brown, Jr. described being 

rocked in the cradle of the emerg-
ing surf culture by his mentors 
while growing up in Point Loma 
and Ocean Beach during the ’50s 
and ’60s in “Cradle of Bitchin: A 
Story of Mentors, Watermen, and 
The Sea.”

CHURCH PROPERTY SALE
A proposal to combine Water’s 

Edge Church in OB with its 
parent in Mission Valley, and 
sell the church property for af-
fordable housing development, 
raised concerns throughout the 
community.

STVR REVISED
District 2 Councilmember 

Campbell asked for and was 
granted, amendments to the or-
dinance her office drafted and 
was passed by the City Council 
in May 2022. The amendments 
include clearer language that 
protects Constitutional rights 
and also include introducing 
impounding procedures to 

swiftly address rogue vendors 
who don’t comply with the city’s 
regulations.

PLA FUNDRAISER
The Point Loma Association’s 

annual dinner auction on Oct. 
30 at the Kona Kai Resort and 
Spa raised over $140,000 for 
local community projects and 
beautification.

NOVEMBER
LOBSTER SEASON

Re c r eat iona l  f i sh i ng for 
California spiny lobsters com-
menc e d r u n n i ng t h r oug h 
March 20, 2024, and local an-
glers – and those selling their 

catches – were looking forward 
to a successful season, with 
lobsters being sold more local-
ly now.

CANCER FUNDRAISING RIDE
The 10th Annual Jim Krause 

Memorial Charity Cycling Ride 
the Point for pancreatic cancer 
research, beginning and ending 
at Liberty Station, was held on 
Nov. 11.

ICE RINK RETURNS
Rady Children’s Ice Rink fund-

raiser returned for its 27th season 
– eighth in Liberty Station – in the 
Central Promenade of the Arts 
District running Nov. 16 through 
Jan. 7.

HOMELESS PROPOSAL 
PROTEST

The Peninsula Community 
Planning Board meeting on 
Nov. 16 was overf lowing with 
residents protesting the proposed 
conversion of the City-owned H 
Barracks into an area for home-
lessness services.

OB FIRE
On Nov. 24, fire departments 

from four different stations con-
verged on Ocean Beach in an ef-
fort to save one of the town's most 
revered landmarks, the Lighthouse 
Ice Cream shop. Thanks to the 
quick response, firefighters were 
able to put out the blaze before it 
took the building. 

DECEMBER 
OB PIER CLOSED

As a result of continuing dam-
age and with the potential for addi-
tional structural impairment from 
the upcoming storm season, the 
City opted to keep the Ocean Beach 
Pier closed through into 2024.

CHRISTMAS PARADE
The Ocean Beach Town Council in-

vited the community to join in cher-
ished annual holiday celebrations in-
cluding the OB Christmas tree, the OB 
Toy & Food Drive, the Holiday Auction 
& Party, and the eagerly awaited 44th 
Annual OB Holiday Parade which 
took place Dec. 2 on Newport Avenue.

YEAR IN REVIEW

YIR
CONTINUED FROM Page 6

On July 29, the USC Trojan Marching Band marched west down Santa Monica 
Avenue to Veterans Plaza and performed a 30-minute free concert for beachgoers 
in OB. The nationally-known marching band played several songs including its fight 
song ‘Fight On,’ ‘California Love,’ and its unofficial fight song ‘Tusk.’ 
 THOMAS MELVILLE/PENINSULA BEACON

This postcard shows the Navy Band and sailors in formation at the Naval Training 
Station. Dedicated as Naval Training Station on Oct. 27, 1923, it reached its wartime 
peak of 33,000 personnel in 1942. The Secretary of the Navy changed the name to 
Naval Training Center in 1944. The centennial celebration of Liberty Station took place 
in October.
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Guardians at Point Loma lighthouse keeping San Diego safe
By KYUNGMIN MIN | The Beacon

There are guardians of San 
Diego who live at the light-
house base in Point Loma, 

the tip of the peninsula surrounded 
by the Pacific Ocean.

Only people from the Coast 
Guard and their guests can go 
into the lighthouse, and three 
families reside at the base. But 
local Realtor and photographer 
Chris Mannerino had the chance 
to ride in a Coast Guard helicopter 
on Dec. 13. “The attraction to the 
lighthouse is the location. It has 
a 270-degree view of the ocean 
down to Mexico. The fact that 
there is very limited access means 
that it is quiet and peaceful,” said 
Mannerino.

James W. Spitler, the Coast 
Guard sector commander and 

captain of the Port of San Diego, 
shared his life story at the light-
house base.

“My responsibility here to my 
crew is to make sure that we can 
achieve the job and take care of 
each other. My responsibility to 
the people of San Diego is to make 
sure I can protect the port and keep 
everybody safe,” said Spitler.

In his position, Spitler focuses on 
two key elements: the people and 
the mission. He strives to maintain 
the connections with the people in 
San Diego, as well as with his crew.

“I’m a big proponent that we typ-
ically have a better answer if every-
body’s involved providing input,” 
he emphasized. He tries to facilitate 
open communication by having a 
conversation with his boss or part-
ners whenever he faces challenges 
or needs feedback.

The Coast Guard has 11 statuto-
ry missions to ensure the nation’s 
maritime safety, security, and 
stewardship. However, it considers 
life-saving services as a fundamen-
tal mission as part of its role as a 
humanitarian organization.

“Everything we do is about 

preventing mishaps, protecting the 
environment, and saving lives,” 
said Spitler.

Living at the lighthouse base has 
been a remarkable opportunity 
for Spitler. Of the three homes at 
the base, he lives in the one situ-
ated highest up on the cliff, built 

in 1913. His senior leaders reside 
in the other two houses, making 
a total of eight people, including 
their families, who live at the base.

“When the Coast Guard started 
living here, only the great leaders 
that have gone before us have had 
the opportunity to live here. It’s 
been a phenomenal experience,” 
said Spitler.

In 2019, Spitler attained the 
rank of captain. He is a third-gen-
eration Coast Guard officer follow-
ing in his grandfather's footsteps 
and has been a traveler across the 
nation during his career.

“I have moved 12 times in 26 
years,” he said. Since graduating 
from the Coast Guard Academy 
in 1997, Spitler has worked in 
many different states, including 
Alabama, Alaska, Florida, and 
Texas.

Throughout his journey, Spitler 
has been charged in various posi-
tions. His first tour was on a ship, 
and he received training at the 
Navy Flight School. He earned a 
master’s degree in aeronautical en-
gineering and attended the Naval 
War College. He also worked at the 
DOD for two years before joining 
the lighthouse base.

The Coast Guard officer has sig-
nificant responsibilities compared 
to his previous roles. “The level of 
impact and the scope of responsi-
bility are different,” he remarked.

After a few years of signing up, 
each member is placed in signifi-
cant roles such as commanding 
officer of a ship, aircraft, helicop-
ter, etc.

In the summer of 2025, Spitler 
will have three options for his fu-
ture, as the Coast Guard only al-
lows 30 years at his rank. After 
that, he could be selected for ad-
miral to continue in the Coast 
Guard, embark on his next career, 
or retire. He is preparing for the 
transitional phase of his life.

Spitler describes his life in the 
Coast Guard in two words: “mem-
orable” and “honorable.”

“It just feels right. There are no 
regrets. I’m very happy with the 
choice and the path of life that I’ve 
led.”

COMMUNITY

Point Loma Realtor and photographer Chris Mannerino flew with the Coast Guard in December and took shots of one of the 
helicopters in front of the lighthouse and over the Ocean Beach Pier.  CHRIS MANNERINO/PENINSULA BEACON

WE’RE MORE
than just GREAT

with coupon. Price and offer subject to change. Not valid with any 
other offer. Valid at Point Loma Only (coupon expires 10.22.22)

FREE SPAGHETTI
WITH MARINARA
w/purchase of a large pizza 

Leucadia Pizzeria
4161 Voltaire St.

POINT LOMA

Order ahead online at LeucadiaPizza.com

Additional toppings extra. Any similar item can be substituded for an 
additional cost. Price and offer subject to change. With this coupon. 
Not valid with any other offer.  (coupon expires 10.22.22)

$41.18

Large 16”Cheese Pizza, Spaghetti with 
Marinara Sauce, Garlic Bread, Full Size 
Caesar Salad & a Container 
of Chocolate Chip Cookies

(cross street is Catalina)

DELIVERY TO O.B & POINT LOMA

(619) 295-2222

VOTED BEST PIZZA IN SAN DIEGO

PIZZA
FAMILY 
SPECIAL

(coupon expires 01.26.23)

(coupon expires 01.26.23)
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The Most 
Unusual Novelties

5017 Newport • Ocean Beach • 619-222-5498
Open Seven Days - All Major Credit Cards Accepted

•Pipes •Clothes
•Tobacco •Books
•Cigars •Posters
•Jewelry •Music Center

Out of the Blue and into...Blue

Stacey Thayer

(619) 225-9571
4869 SANTA MONICA AVENUE, SUITE C

SAN DIEGO, CA 92107

Next to the Post Office

INCOME TAX & BOOKKEEPING

• Year-round Tax Service • Notary Public
• Bookkeeping & Payroll 

SAN DIEGO VISITORS SPEND OVER 
6 BILLION DOLLARS ANNUALY!  
Did your business get its fair share? 
To reach this growing market, advertise  
your business in our Annual Visitors Guides.

San Diego
Coastal

visitor’s guide

restaurants • hotels • map • shopping • attractions

FREE

    
    

 D
aily

 W
eekly Monthly Memberships Available!

For more information contact:  

Mike Fahey mikefahey@sdnews.com 

858-337-8546 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
4PM - 8PM

Rosamaria Acuña 
 

Rosamaria Acuña is a bilingual real estate professional, entrepreneur, and humanitar-

ian deeply committed to her community and a range of  causes and nonprofits.  As an 

advocate for homeownership, she has built a successful business by always placing her 

clients' needs first. Rosamaria has a special focus on guiding clients to invest in both their 

homes and therefore their future.  

With 35 years of  experience representing buyers and sellers, Rosamaria knows the San 

Diego real estate market exceptionally well. Rosamaria specializes in residential real estate 

for a wide ranging clientele from first-time home buyers to the luxury market.   She has 

established a stellar reputation. Her dedicated work ethic, with her outstanding marketing 

skills, and network of  professional alliances has consistently placed her in the top tier 

among all real estate professionals working today. Together with Berkshire Hathaway and 

her team, Rosamaria is dedicated to offering her clients superior personalized service, 

and providing the latest innovations in marketing and technology to facilitate every trans-

action.   
“The most rewarding part of  being a Realtor is helping people create security, along 

with the home of  their dreams.” “It's an honor to be trusted by so many. Giving back is 

my way of  expressing gratitude to the community I live in and care so deeply about,”   

Contact Rosamaria today for a complimentary consultation or to receive up to the mi-

nute details about the real estate market. She is happy to address all inquiries so don't 

hesitate to call her today at 619-890-2828.    

Rosamaria Acuña Realtor, CRS,GRI  |  DRE# 00980917 

Top 1% Nationwide Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices   

619.890.2828 l AcunaRosamaria@gmail.com I JustCallRosa.com

Point Loma Optometry - Reader's Choice in 

Eye Care Since 2014 
 
In an age where eye care is shifting from “what is best for the patient?” to “what  

is best for the corporate retail bottom line?”, we pride ourselves on building  

relationships  with each patient and family. We take time educating our patients on 

their eye health and individual visual needs and only recommend and carry products 

that we would use ourselves including innovative Zeiss lenses, eco-friendly frames, 

as well as lines from local designers. Thank you for trusting us to take care of  your 

most precious gift, your sight. We look forward to serving you for years to come!  -- 

Dr. Kolodzey, and Abraham. Dr. Elizabeth Kolodzey graduated from Villanova 

University and The Pennsylvania College of  Optometry and has been practicing in 

San Diego since 2003. She frequently lectures colleagues on contact lens innovations. 

She enjoys spending time outdoors with her husband Chad and her dog Winston.

Point Loma Optometry 

(Located in Liberty Station – Behind Trader Joe’s) 

2850 Womble Rd – STE 106 

San Diego, CA 92106   

(619)523-9990  |  www.pointlomaoptomtery.com    

office@pointlomaoptometry.com                                              
                                              

          

As your Real Estate Specialist, having a 5 star rating on Zillow, 

Trulia, Yelp, and Redfin, I promise to be your trusted resource for

answers about the process of  buying or selling. I will provide

expertise about neighborhood features and schools and will target

your home search based on your individual needs and wants. 

My custom innovative marketing strategies along with my strong

negotiation skills are the keys to your successful transactions.

Tyler Silva |  Silva Coast Realty

Broker/Owner |  BRE #01898626

(619) 642-1252 |  agenttylersilva@gmail.com

www.SilvaCoastRealty.com

Tyler Silva

Sign Diego is a full service Sign

Company founded in 1988 by

local owners Ron  Marcotte and

Nancy Rossi. For over 30 years,

Sign Diego has provided quality

custom signage to businesses, 

organizations, and individuals

throughout San Diego. Whether

you need storefront light boxes,

window graphics, illuminated

channel letters, monument signs, tradeshow displays, banners, full color 

digital printing, vehicle graphics or nearly any other type of  sign, Sign

Diego’s knowledgeable and friendly staff  is ready to assist you with all 

aspects of  your project from design, fabrication and permitting to expert

installation.
Sign Diego also carries a selection of  pre-made signs, banners and sign 

accessories for immediate pickup or shipment. These include signs for 

parking and traffic restrictions, as well as restroom and special parking lot

signs to help you comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Sign Diego is a fully licensed electrical sign contractor (C-45 License #

766779) committed to providing quality products, excellent service and on

time delivery at a fair price.

Visit Sign Diego’s showroom weekdays from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, or peruse

their website anytime. If  your project requires a site visit, they will gladly

come to you.

Sign Diego  |  2744 Midway Drive (Next to Michaels)

619-225-8230  |  Fax: 619-225-8285

signdiego.com  |  signdiego@sbcglobal.net

Sign Diego, your Business Sign  Specialists 

for 30 years

Voted the Beacon Reader’s Choice #1 Mort-

gage Agent on the Peninsula 11 years run-

ning, I have a proven track record of  

providing excellent service to buyers, home-

owners, and real estate agents. 

 
Whether you’re a first time buyer, existing 

homeowner, investor, or real estate agent, my 

dedication to fast and successful closings with-

out sacrificing customer service or competi-

tive pricing is why all of  my business comes 

from client referrals. I’ve found that honesty 

and communication are the keys to a success-

ful transaction and long-term relationship. 

 
I have been a resident of  the Peninsula for 30 

years, currently living in Point Loma.   I grad-

uated from San Diego State University (Go 

Aztecs), and I love spending time in the 

ocean, in the mountains, and on the golf  

course with my wife and two children. I also 

enjoy serving my community as president of  

the Point Loma Business Club and as a Board Member for the Ryan Family YMCA. 

  
If  you are in need of  real estate financing or just want to discuss options to purchase or 

refinance please stop by my office in Shelter Island or give me a call at 619-806-7003. 

  
 
 
 
Mark Chrisman 

Mortgage Consultant - NMLS # 8996 

2907 Shelter island Drive, San Diego, CA 92106 

619-806-7003   mark@markchrisman.com

Mark Chrisman 

NMLS #79445

Meet Your Peninsula Professionals

Pasas Property Management is a full-service  

Property Management company locally owned in 

Ocean Beach and operated by Linda Pasas since 

2005.  Our goal at Pasas Property Management is to 

give our Owners and Residents the ultimate property 

management experience by providing pleasant,  

professional, and honest service.   

 
Call for a complimentary evaluation of  your rental 

property.  
 
Pasas Property Management 

(619) 607-7560 

PasasPropertyManagement.com 

1991 Sunset Cliffs Blvd, Ocean Beach

Serving Ocean Beach since 2005!

Wilfredo Soria 

Searching for the ideal home in the San Diego area often 

requires abilities far beyond those of the average real estate 

agent. Neighborhoods change, prices fluctuate, and new 

construction is constantly in development. Many potential 

buyers feel overwhelmed and don't know where to turn. 

Wilfredo Soria has the knowledge and experience to make 

both the buying and the selling process smooth, satisfying 

and stress-free. His long residency in San Diego has resulted 

in a thorough knowledge of the intricacies of the local real 

estate market - a market seemingly immune to the situation 

prevalent in markets across the United States. The San 

Diego market is as competitive as ever, and Wilfredo is the 

right partner to help you find the house that becomes your 

home.

Wilfredo Soria  |  619.977.3615 

DRE# 01911822  |  wilfredosoria.com

MEET YOUR MERCHANT ...tell your story share your success...

You are in business to help others, but you can’t help if nobody knows that you are in business! 
The Meet Your Professional Section is more than advertisement– It’s your own story.  
Highlight a recent success story, introduce your special product or service – Get noticed. 
 
PUBLISHES JAN. 26TH.  DEADLINE: JAN. 19TH

“Voted the most effective and best read  marketing ideas!” 
– IFPA

Call today to  reserve your space:  
Ocean Beach - Mike Fahey: (858) 337-8546 mikefahey@sdnews.com 
Point Loma - Heather Long: (858) 232-5638  heather@sdnews.com
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Winter storms brought heavy surf increasing the damage to OB Pier
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

Ravaged by recent winter 
storms and king tides that 
washed away a support 

piling, fear is growing that Ocean 
Beach Pier may be in danger of 
potential collapse if repairs are 
not immediately undertaken.

“We are aware of visible dam-
age to the Ocean Beach Pier. 
At least one pile was damaged, 
as was the pier's railing,” said 
City spokesperson Tyler Becker. 
Noting the City’s original plan 
was to “wait until after the win-
ter storm season to conduct a full 
assessment of pier damage,” Tyler 
added, “But recent damage and 
upcoming weather patterns have 
created a new urgency to inspect 
the pier.”

“That piling is not damaged – 
it’s destroyed,” concluded Ralph 
Teyssier, a structural engineer 
and the son of Leonard Teyssier 
who built OB Pier. “There is no 
longer a piling in place. There is 
no support for that pier there (at 
missing piling), and the other pil-
ing is in a precarious state.”

Cautioned Teyssier: “If there is 
another storm that causes dam-
age of this level of magnitude, 
we could create even more sig-
nificant damage to the pier. We 
have a situation of progressive 
collapse. We can’t wait for spring 
(to assess damage). We need to 
act now.”

Becker noted the City has initi-
ated an assessment of the recent 
damage to determine the next 
steps for repairing the 57-year-
old pier. “We will continue mon-
itoring the situation as the storm 
season progresses and address 
any urgent items that may come 
up,” he said.

The City also issued a warn-
ing to the public about the dis-
abled OB Pier. “For the safety 

of the public, we 
would like to re-
m i nd ever yone 
that per San Diego 
Municipal Code 
§63.20.16, it is 
against the law for 
anyone to swim, 
wade, surf, or skin 
dive within 75 feet 
of any fishing pier 
owned and oper-
ated by the City,” 
noted Becker.

Teyssier ques-
t ioned whether 
75 feet is enough 
clearance to en-
sure public safety 
near the pier. “That figure is de-
signed for an in-use pier, not a 
pier that has critical damage,” he 
said. “And with the king tides and 
debris coming up on the beach, 
whether it be parts of the railing 
or the concrete pile, that remains 
a concern.”

Teyssier added he was informed 
recently the City has “engaged 
a firm with the appropriate ex-
pertise to manage and plan for 
a potential mitigation program 
for the pier.”

The City unveiled three alter-
native design concepts at its third 

pier replacement workshop last 
October. They are “The Squint 
Test” utilizing the current pier’s 
layout and design but proposing 
widening the pier, adding a fish-
ing deck, reconstructing the ca-
fe, and introducing an additional 
deck with upgraded restrooms; 
“The Remora” highlighting the 
original layout and design while 
adding new features including 
a shaded surfer’s lounge, an en-
hanced junior lifeguard jump 
platform, an expanded deck 
and an expanded plaza with a 
small retail pavilion; and “The 
Braid” concept, building on the 
long, linear experience of the 
pier, reworking it into a series 
of separate but interconnected 
pathways. Other features would 
include potential retail, dining, 
and community spaces, lowered 
f ishing areas, and enhanced 
restrooms.

Becker said there is no timeline 
for completion of the assessment 

of OB Pier’s structural damage. 
“As for the long-term plans, 
the City continues to work on 
the Ocean Beach Pier Renewal 
Project, which aims to provide 
a solution likely through a (pier) 
replacement,” he said. “The pre-
ferred concept, expected to be 
unveiled in the next few months, 
could be one of the three options 
as is. But it will more likely be 
a combination of the elements 
most desired by the community 
from the three options that were 
presented.”

Mark Winkie, one of 12 mem-
bers of the OB Task Force working 
on the replacement project, noted 
the goal of the process now is to 
“provide a preferred alternative, 
which is the final design incorpo-
rating the community’s wishes.”

Winkie added the public is con-
cerned too about the damaged 
OB Pier’s safety. “Because the 
one piling is now gone, that puts 
serious stress on the remaining 

piling and the pier at large,” he 
said adding, “We’ve never lost a 
pile like that before. It’s not out of 
the realm of possibility that you 
could see a catastrophic failure of 
the pier at some point during the 
winter. Whether that happens 
– or not – is an unknown as to 
when, or even how, it would fail.”

In the meantime, Winkie cau-
tioned, “The public needs to be 
kept away from [the pier].”

The new year brought heavy storms, king tides, and more damage to the OB Pier as 
one of the structure’s pilings was washed away.  JIM GRANT/PENINSULA BEACON

Huge waves pounded and damaged the Ocean Beach Pier on Oct. 20, 2023, which initially led to the City closing it.  JIM GRANT/PENINSULA BEACON

The damaged pier where one of its pilings was washed away from heavy surf. 
 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

OCEAN BEACH PIER

Opened in 1966, Ocean Beach Pier 
debuted as a sport-fishing pier with 
no fee for accessing it and no fishing 
licenses required. During its first 
25 years, the pier received normal 
ongoing maintenance required 
by exposure to the harsh marine 
environment of wind, waves, and salt. 
In 1991, the pier underwent major 
structural rehabilitation.

Since the early 2000s, exposure to 
large waves and ongoing degradation 
has required structural pier repairs 
with increasing frequency. The pier 
has been closed to the public since 
October 2023. Based on the findings 
of a 2018 study determining OB Pier 
has reached the end of its useful 
service life, the City has determined 
that pursuing a potential replacement 
of the pier is the best long-term 
option.

The City is now working with 
consultants Moffatt & Nichol and 
the public to design the preferred 
alternative for the potential 
replacement of the pier. The City 
hosted three community workshops 
in 2023 to receive input on what 
the public would like in new pier 
amenities. The City is expected 
to select a preferred alternative 
alignment for replacing the pier at a 
public workshop later this year.
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Pointer athletes competing in winter sports season

By SCOTT HOPKINS | The Beacon

As the school year ap-
proaches the halfway 
point, winter sports at 

Point Loma High School have 
taken center stage while the pro-
cess of hiring a new head football 
coach continues. 

The recently completed winter 
break saw many athletes com-
peting in holiday tournaments in 
preparation for upcoming league 
games and some have had signif-
icant success.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Under new head coach Michelle 

Mannisto the Pointer girls have 
posted an 11-5 record. Mannisto 
was also the head coach of the 
school's first-ever f lag football 
team in the fall.

Four freshmen have earned a 
spot on the team (Abby George, 
Eva Cruz, Hannah Smith, and 
Avery Heckman) to go with six 
sophomores (Isla Orr, Makenna 
Joyce, Kayla Henry, Sophia Loya, 
London Manning, and Scarlette 
La Chappa). Four juniors include 
Sophie Taylor, Madi Schmitt, 
Leah McGonigle, and Ellie Rose 
Branham-Bond. Senior leaders 
are Rachael Morris, Kylie Wade, 
and Bella Sisk-Correll.

The girls play in the Eastern 
League with Patrick Henry, Mira 
Mesa, University City, Lincoln, 
and San Diego High Schools. The 
Pointers have the best non-league 
record of these teams and are 
ranked No. 5 of 21Div. III schools. 

Their most exciting game to 
date was a 44-43 win over La Jolla 
in double overtime.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Head coach Josh Aros and 

crew have raced to a 12-5 over-
all record and stand at 1-0 in 
Central League play with a 71-64 
win over La Jolla. Other Central 
League teams include Clairemont, 
Crawford, and Canyon Hills High 
Schools.

A big non-league game was a 
64-61 win over Coronado on the 
Islanders' court. The two teams 
have developed a rivalry in re-
cent years that would best be de-
scribed as "spirited." At press time 
the Pointers are on a four-game 
win streak, undefeated at home, 
and are ranked No. 4 of 21 Div. 
III teams.

Junior Grant Stewart leads 
the Pointers with 16.6 points 
per game followed by seniors 
Nick Freeman (13.7) and Nick 
Woodworth (9.1). 

Freeman leads in rebounds 

(8.8 per game with 
Stewart (4.4) and 
sophomore Na'Sean 
Hardy (4.4) tied.

Ju n i o r  T r e vo r 
Dorris has 4.4 as-
sists per game while 
Freeman (3.4) and 
Stewart (3.2) follow.

As a team, the 
Pointers are averag-
ing 16.9 assists and 
12.9 steals per game.

GIRLS SOCCER
Head coach Jose 

Garcia's team has 
a record of 3-1-3 
as Western League 
play opened this 
week with a match 
against a tough 
Patrick Henry (12-0-
2) team. Other league 
teams are Cathedral 
Catholic, Coronado, 
and Academy of Our 
Lady of Peace.

Scoring has been 
the Pointers' greatest 
challenge with the 
team averaging 1.3 
goals per game while 

that number is also the number 
the team has given up. But Patrick 
Henry has only scored 2.3 per 
game showing the sport's thin 
margin between victories and 
defeats.

Leading goal scorers are senior 
Gwen Rauvola (3 goals), freshman 
Sophia Valli, and junior Allie York 
(2 each). Assists leaders are York 
and senior Kiley Fehrenbacher 
(2 each) and freshman Eliana 
Serna (1).

Goalkeeper Camilla Powell, a 
freshman, has posted two shut-
outs and an .800 goals-against 
average while junior keeper 
Kaitlynn Gustafson has one shut-
out and a .500 GAA.

BOYS SOCCER
For head coach Elliott Savitz, 

injuries to some key players have 
caused his team to start with a 
record of 1-7-1, currently leaving 
his side ranked No.19 of 20 Div. I 
teams. But don't count this team 
out. Last year's Pointer team fin-
ished Western League with a 1-6-
1 record before catching fire in 
postseason play, winning the local 
CIF Div. I title and the Southern 
California Div. III championship.

The team's lone win this season 
is a 4-0 shutout of Montgomery in 
November and to date, only nine 

balls have found the back of the 
net for the team while yielding a 
total of 16. 

Senior Ethan Denney leads the 
team in most categories including 
goals (2), assists (1), and points (5).

Goalkeeping senior Bernardo 
Marquez and junior Seamus 
Donovan have each played 
in parts of seven games with 
Marquez allowing six goals and 
Donovan seven.

GIRLS WATER POLO
Head coach Brandon Huff 's 

squad is currently 4-6 overall but 
3-0 in Central League play. Other 
teams in the league are Scripps 
Ranch, Mira Mesa, High Tech SD, 

and Canyon Hills. No league team 
seems dominant. The Pointers' 
biggest win was a 17-7 swamping 
of Mira Mesa. The team is ranked 
No. 8 of 13 Div. II teams.

HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
Input from parents and com-

munity members has been solic-
ited and received. It will be used 
by the selection team as they sort 
through and interview applicants. 
Across the county a dozen head 
coaching positions are open.

ATHLETIC SCHEDULES
Dates and times for all PLHS 

athletic events can be found at 
plhsfighingpointers.com.

Senior Rachael Morris, in white, goes to the hoop through a trio of Kearny defenders during her 
team's 29-27 win over the Komets.  SCOTT HOPKINS/PENINSULA BEACON

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Pointer baseball players will be 

donning aprons and playing food 
servers before hitting baseballs 
on Jan. 13 as the team holds its 
annual pancake breakfast. The 
pancakes will be on the grill from 
8-11 a.m. at David Wells Field 
on the grounds of Dana Middle 
School at 1775 Chatsworth Blvd. 
The $10 fee also includes sausage 
and coffee or juice. Besides break-
fast there will be Pointer baseball 
too. The 2024 varsity, under new 
head coach Rigo Ledezma, will 

be playing a winter league ball 
game against another school's 
varsity team. First pitch is set 
for 10:30 a.m. The Pointer ju-
nior varsity is scheduled to face 
an opponent at 1:30 p.m. The 
event benefits the Pointer base-
ball program.

HUNGRY DOG DASH
A popular Peninsula com-

munity event is gearing up for 
its 12th year. The Hungry Dog 
Dash is a 5K event for all ages 
that includes runners, walkers, 

baby strollers and even leashed 
dogs. This year's event is Feb. 
11 at Liberty Station's NTC Park 
with an 8 a.m. start. Registration 
is $30 for adults and $25 for kids. 
The price includes a race T-shirt, 
goodie bags, music and enter-
tainment along with trophies 
and prizes for top finishers in all 
age divisions. Entry fees increase 
on Jan. 20. The event benefits the 
Point Loma High Schooll cross 
country team. Information: hun-
grydogdash.com or email plhsx-
country@gmail.com.

Every year there are over twenty thousand chimney / fireplace  
related house fires in the US alone. Losses to homes as a result of 
chimney fires, leaks, and wind damage exceeds one hundred million 
dollars annually in the US. Additionally, mold, mildew, pollen, dust 
and flammable creosote are among the hazards that can build up 
and collect in the flue of a chimney. A thorough inspection, and 
cleaning if necessary, will dislodge and remove such build-ups.  
 
CHIMNEY SWEEPS, INC., one of San Diego's leading chimney  
repair and maintenance companies, is here to protect you and your 
home from losses due to structural damage and chimney fires. 
 
Family owned and operated and having been in business for over 
30 years, Chimney Sweeps Inc. is a fully licensed and insured  
chimney contracting company (License # 976438) and they are cer-
tified with the National Fireplace Institute and have an A+ rating with 
the Better Business Bureau. 
 
For a limited time, readers of this paper will receive a special  
discount on our full chimney cleaning and safety inspection  
package with special attention to chimney water intrusion points in 
preparation for the rainy season.

EL NIÑO  

ALERT
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023394 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. PITA’NJOY MEDITER-
RANEAN GRILL, 3425 HANCOCK ST, SAN DIEGO, CA 92110  Is 
registered by the following: a. SAN DIEGO FUSION FOODS,  LLC 
is conducted by: A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY The first day of 
business was: 10/11/2023 Registrant Name:    a. SAN DIEGO 
FUSION FOODS,  LLC   Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Cor-
poration Title of Signor  Alejandro Araujo, CEO The statement was 
filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San 
Diego County on:  NOVEMBER 20, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  Decem-
ber  8 ,15 & January 5 & 12
 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023402 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. DETAILS SALONSPA, 
4933 NIAGARA AVENUE, STE 205, SAN DIEGO, CA 92107  Is 
registered by the following: a. AIAD GROUP, INC is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION The first day of business was: N/A  Registrant 
Name:    a. AIAD GROUP, INC  Officer, if Limited Liability Company/
Corporation Title of Signor AURORA GIL-HOUDROUGE, CEO The 
statement was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/Coun-
ty Clerk of San Diego County on:  NOVEMBER 20, 2023 ISSUE 
DATES:  December 8 ,15 , January 5 & 12

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9024188 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. CHELSEA BOND, LLC  
b.LINGERIE LEGGINS c.HEALUNA d. SCHOOL OF ANCIENT WIS-
DOM e.PROHIBITION DANCE , 3035 OLIPHANT ST.,  SAN DIEGO, 
CA 92106  Is registered by the following: a.. CHELSEA BOND, 
LLC is conducted by: A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY The first 
day of business was: N/A  Registrant Name:    a. . CHELSEA 
BOND, LLC Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title 
of Signor CHELSEA BOND, MEMBER The statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  DECEMBER 01, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  December 8 
,15 , January 5 & 12

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023671 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. Señorita Smiles, 868 
OSAGE ST, SAN DIEGO, CA 92114  Is registered by the following: 
a.Ana  Maria Gallegos  is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUALThe first 
day of business was: N/A  Registrant Name:    a. Ana  Maria Gal-
legos   is Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of 
Signor statement was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/
County Clerk of San Diego County on:  NOVEMBER 27, 2023 
ISSUE DATES:  December 8 ,15 , January 5 & 12

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023859 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. SCHRIFTY EVENTS, 
5763 BEAUMONT AVENUE, LA JOLLA, CA 92037  Is registered 
by the following: a.SARAH KATHERINE SCHRIFT  is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUALThe first day of business was: N/A  Registrant 
Name:    a.SARAH KATHERINE SCHRIFT  is Officer, if Limited 
Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  NOVEMBER 28, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  December 8 
,15 , January 5 & 12

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023218 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. NATIONAL MOTORS, 
5784 MIRAMAR ROAD, SAN DIEGO, CA 92121  Is registered by 
the following: a. NATIONAL MOTORS GROUP, INC.  is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION The first day of business was: 08/15/2013  
Registrant Name:    a. NATIONAL MOTORS GROUP, INC.  is 
Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor 
SHOKOOH ATIGHI, SECRETARY statement was filed with Jordan 
Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on:  
NOVEMBER 16, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  December 15 , January 
5, 12 & 19

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9024276 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. POINT PR COMMUNI-
CATIONS, 1662 PUTERBAUGH STREET, SAN DIEGO, CA 92103  Is 
registered by the following: a. JOHN B.B. FREEMAN  is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL  The first day of business was: 12/4/2023 
Registrant Name:    a. JOHN B.B. FREEMAN   is Officer, if Limited 
Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  DECEMBER 04, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  December 15 
, January 5, 12 & 19

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023420 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. COAST HOME REMOD-
ELING, 424 15TH ST #2503, SAN DIEGO, CA 92101  Is regis-
tered by the following: a. COAST EXTERIORS, INC.  is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION The first day of business was: 08/08/2023  
Registrant Name:    a.  COAST EXTERIORS, INC.  is Officer, if 
Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor LIZA GOIS, 
CEO statement was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/
County Clerk of San Diego County on:  NOVEMBER 20, 2023 
ISSUE DATES:  December 15 , January 5, 12 & 19

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023554 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. METLA HOUSE CLEAN-
ING, 330 13TH STREET, APT 2004, SAN DIEGO, CA 92101  Is 
registered by the following: a. METLA, LLC   is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY  The first day of business was: 
04/01/2022  Registrant Name:    a. METLA, LLC     is Officer, 
if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor ART-
SIOM MACHEKIN, MANAGER  statement was filed with Jordan 
Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on:  
NOVEMBER 21, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  December 15 , January 
5, 12 & 19

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9024824 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. MR BENJAMIN’S 3344 
FENELON ST, SAN DIEGO, CA 92106  Is registered by the fol-
lowing: a. MR BENJAMIN’S COTILLION, LLC   is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY  The first day of business was: 
10/15/1983  Registrant Name:    a. MR BENJAMIN’S COTILLION, 
LLC    is Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of 
Signor  PETER G. BENJAMIN, MANAGING MEMBER, statement 
was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of 
San Diego County on:  DECEMBER 12, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  De-
cember 15 , January 5, 12 & 19

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9023881 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. PACIFIC BROKERAGE, 
5638 TAFT AVE, LA JOLLA, CA 92037  Is registered by the fol-
lowing: a. KIRK PATRICK ZURBRIGGEN MR conducted by: AN IN-
DIVIDUAL  The first day of business was: 02/07/2019  Registrant 
Name:    a. KIRK PATRICK ZURBRIGGEN MR    is Officer, if Limited 
Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  NOVEMBER 29, 2023 ISSUE DATES:  December 15 
, January 5, 12 & 19

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME; CASE NO: 
37-2023-00055043-CU-PT-CTL  SUPERIOR COURT OF CALI-
FORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO; STREET ADDRESS: Superior 
Court of California, County of SAN DIEGO: 330 W. BROADWAY, 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 BRANCH NAME: HALL OF JUSTICE 
COURTHOUSE .  TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  1. Petitioner 
(name) RAMOND ERNEST APODOCA III filed a. petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as follows:  Present name: 
a.  RAMOND ERNEST APODOCA III    To proposed name: RAY-
MOND ERNEST APODACA  THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before the court at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition should 
not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a written objection that indicates the 
reasons for the objection at least two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to 
show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant the petition without a 
hearing.  NOTICE OF HEARING  a. Date: 02/05/2024 TIME: 8:30 
AM  DEPT: 61; a. A copy of this Order to show cause shall be 
published at least once each week for four consecutive weeks 
prior to the date set for hearing on the petition in the following 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in this county (specify 
newspaper): LA JOLLA VILLAGE NEWS, AND PENINSULA BEA-
CON.  Date: 12/08/2023 .  JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
Michael T. Smyth   ISSUE DATES:January 5, 12, 19 & 26, 2024 
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, and the Court not conducting 
in-person hearings, the following order is made: NO HEARING 
WILL OCCUR ON THE DATE SPECIFIED IN THE ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE.  The Court will review the documents filed as of the date 
specified on the Order to Show Cause. If all requirements for a 
name change have been met as of the date specified, and no 
timely written objection has been received (require at least two 
court days before the date specified), the petition will be granted 
without a hearing. One certified copy of the Order Granting the 
Petition will be mailed to you. If all of the requirements have not 
been met as of the date specified, the court will mail you a written 
order with further directions. If a timely objection is filed, the court 
will set a hearing date and contact the parties by mail with further 
directions. If you are a respondent objection to the name change, 
you must file a written objection at least two court days (excluding 
weekends and holidays) BEFORE THE DATE SPECIFIED. Do not 
come to the court on the specified Date, you will be notified by 
mail by the Court of a future hearing date. Any petition for the 
Name Change of a minor, that is signed by only one parent, must 
have this Attachment served along with the Petition and Order 
to Show Cause on the other, non-signing patent, and proof of 
service must be filed with the court.  IT IS SO ORDED

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9025053 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. TOWER BEACH CLUB, 
1010 SANTA CLARA PLACE, SAN DIEGO, CA 92109 Is registered 
by the following: a. TOWER PADDLE BOARDS, LLC   is conducted 
by: A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY  The first day of business was: 
09/14/2018  Registrant Name:    a. TOWER PADDLE BOARDS, 
LLC     is Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of 
Signor  STEPHAN AARSTOL, CEO statement was filed with Jor-
dan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County 
on:  DECEMBER 14, 2023 ISSUE DATES:   January 5, 12, 19 & 26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9024716 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. BURDT & LUCHETTI 
INSURANCE SERVICES, 4159 MISTY RIDGE,  SAN DIEGO, CA 
92130 Is registered by the following: a. LARRY J BURDT   is 
conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL The first day of business was: 
11/06/2023  Registrant Name:    a.LARRY J BURDT    is Officer, 
if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor statement 
was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of 
San Diego County on:  DECEMBER 11, 2023 ISSUE DATES:   Jan-
uary 5, 12, 19 & 26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9024667 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. GRAND WELCOME 
OF MISSION BAY, 1804 GARNET AVE, STE 373, SAN DIEGO, CA 
92109 Is registered by the following: a. KALLIN FRANCHISEG-
ROUP, INC   is conducted by: A CORPORATION first day of busi-
ness was:  N/A Registrant Name:    a. KALLIN FRANCHISEG-
ROUP, INC     is Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation 
Title of Signor  MICHAEL COLE, PRESIDENT statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  DECEMBER 08, 2023 ISSUE DATES:   January 5, 
12, 19 & 26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9024802 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. FLIGHT PATH CON-
SULTING, 9110 JUDICIAL DR #8525,   SAN DIEGO, CA 92122 Is 
registered by the following: a. ALEKSEY ROZHKOV   is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL The first day of business was: 02/01/2023  
Registrant Name:    a ALEKSEY ROZHKOV     is Officer, if Limited 
Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  DECEMBER 12, 2023 ISSUE DATES:   January 5, 
12, 19 & 26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023- 
9025942 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. LEAH KING REIKI,4901 
MORENA BLVD, STE 209A, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117 Is registered 
by the following: a. LEAH KING   is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL 
The first day of business was: 01/03/2019  Registrant Name:     
a. LEAH KING     is Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corpora-
tion Title of Signor statement was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  
Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on:  DECEMBER 29, 
2023 ISSUE DATES:   January 5, 12, 19 & 26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-
9000082 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a.SD LEAK SPECIALISTS, 
2249 CITRUS AVE SAN DIEGO, CA 92154 Is registered by the 
following: a. ALBERT JAMES FEDERICO  is conducted by: AN IN-
DIVIDUAL The first day of business was: 01/02/2024  Registrant 
Name:     a. ALBERT JAMES FEDERICO     is Officer, if Limited 
Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  JANUARY 3, 2024 ISSUE DATES:   January 5, 12, 
19 & 26

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME; CASE NO: 
37-2024-00000543-CU-PT-CTL  SUPERIOR COURT OF CALI-
FORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO; STREET ADDRESS: Superior 
Court of California, County of SAN DIEGO: 330 W. BROADWAY, 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 BRANCH NAME: HALL OF JUSTICE 
COURTHOUSE .  TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:  1. Petitioner 
(name) BRENTON ANTHONY REASIN  filed a. petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as follows:  Present name: 
a.  BRENTON ANTHONY REASIN     To proposed name: BREN-
TON ROSE O’DONOVAN  THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before the court at the hearing 

indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that indicates the reasons for 
the objection at least two court days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant the petition without a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING  a. Date: 02/20/2024 TIME: 8:30 AM  DEPT: 
61; a. A copy of this Order to show cause shall be published at 
least once each week for four consecutive weeks prior to the 
date set for hearing on the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this county (specify newspaper): 
LA JOLLA VILLAGE NEWS, AND PENINSULA BEACON.  Date: JAN 
08, 2024 .  JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT Maureen F. Hal-
lahan   ISSUE DATES:January 12, 19 ,26 & February 2, 2024 
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, and the Court not conducting 
in-person hearings, the following order is made: NO HEARING 
WILL OCCUR ON THE DATE SPECIFIED IN THE ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE.  The Court will review the documents filed as of the date 
specified on the Order to Show Cause. If all requirements for a 
name change have been met as of the date specified, and no 
timely written objection has been received (require at least two 
court days before the date specified), the petition will be granted 
without a hearing. One certified copy of the Order Granting the 
Petition will be mailed to you. If all of the requirements have not 
been met as of the date specified, the court will mail you a written 
order with further directions. If a timely objection is filed, the court 
will set a hearing date and contact the parties by mail with further 
directions. If you are a respondent objection to the name change, 
you must file a written objection at least two court days (excluding 
weekends and holidays) BEFORE THE DATE SPECIFIED. Do not 
come to the court on the specified Date, you will be notified by 
mail by the Court of a future hearing date. Any petition for the 
Name Change of a minor, that is signed by only one parent, must 
have this Attachment served along with the Petition and Order 
to Show Cause on the other, non-signing patent, and proof of 
service must be filed with the court.  IT IS SO ORDED

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-
9025755 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a.PAKMAIL US 119, 7586 
LA JOLLA BLVD, LA JOLLA, CA 92037 Is registered by the follow-
ing: a. MELHI GUNAY  is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL The first 
day of business was: 03/01/2012  Registrant Name: a. MELHI 
GUNAY    is Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title 
of Signor statement was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Record-
er/County Clerk of San Diego County on:  DECEMBER 27, 2023 
ISSUE DATES:   January 12, 19 ,26 & February 2

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-
9025865 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a. FAMAS FASHION MA-
FIA STYLIST, 510 ESCONDIDO BLVD, ESCONDIDO, CA 92025 Is 
registered by the following: a. LORENIA SALDIVAR  is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL The first day of business was: 09/16/2012  
Registrant Name: a. LORENIA SALDIVAR     is Officer, if Limited 
Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  DECEMBER 28, 2023 ISSUE DATES:   January 12, 
19 ,26 & February 2

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-
9000189 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a.SAN DIEGO SCUBA 
GUIDE LLC, 5248 MOUNT ALIFAN DR, SAN DIEGO, CA 92111 
Is registered by the following:a.SAN DIEGO SCUBA GUIDE LLC   
is conducted by: A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY The first day 
of business was: 03/01/2012  Registrant Name: a.SAN DIEGO 
SCUBA GUIDE LLC    is Officer, if Limited Liability Company/
Corporation Title of Signor DAVOR POTUONJAK, PRESIDENT 
statement was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County 
Clerk of San Diego County on:  JANUARY 4, 2024 ISSUE DATES:   
January 12, 19 ,26 & February 2

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-
9025081 Fictitious  Business Name(s) aTHREE SIXTEEN STUDIO 
AND EVENTS, 2375 MARRON RD, CARLSBAD, CA 92008 Is 
registered by the following:a.EVELYN FRANCISCA SELL b. JOHN 
LANDON NELSON   is conducted by: e. JOINT VENTURE  The 
first day of business was: N/A  Registrant Name: a a.EVELYN 
FRANCISCA SELL b. JOHN LANDON NELSON Officer, if Limited 
Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor  statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  DECEMBER 15, 2023 ISSUE DATES:   January 12, 
19 ,26 & February 2

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-
9000080 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a.POSTAL ANNEX + #20 
AKA POATSL ANNEX + SERVICE CENTER #20, 7514 GIRARD 
AVE, STE 1, LA JOLLA, CA 92037 Is registered by the follow-
ing:a. JL KANG, INC   is conducted by: A CORPORATION  The 
first day of business was: 09/015/2007  Registrant Name: a.JL 
KANG, INC  Officer, if Limited Liability Company/Corporation Title 
of Signor JEAMI LEE KANG, SECRETARY  statement was filed 
with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego 
County on:  JANUARY 3, 2024 ISSUE DATES:   January 12, 19 
,26 & February 2

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2023-
9025958 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a.BLUE SKY SERVICES, 
6041 VILLAGE WAY #406, SAN DIEGO, CA 92130 Is registered 
by the following:a.GALINA SCHOETTGER   is conducted by: AN 
INDIVIDUAL  The first day of business was: N/A  Registrant Name: 
a.GALINA SCHOETTGER   , if Limited Liability Company/Corpora-
tion Title of Signor  statement was filed with Jordan Z. Marks, ,Jr.  
Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on:  DECEMBER 29, 
2023 ISSUE DATES:   January 12, 19 ,26 & February 2

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-
9000410 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a.WINGS OF CHANGE 
UNLIMITED, 4389 CAMINITO DE LA ESCENA, SAN DIEGO, CA 
92108 Is registered by the following:a.. RACHELLE RENE   is 
conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL   The first day of business was: 
10/3/2005  Registrant Name: a RACHELLE RENE   Officer, if Lim-
ited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor  statement was 
filed with Jordan Z. Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San 
Diego County on:  JANUARY 8, 2024 ISSUE DATES:   January 12, 
19 ,26 & February 2

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-
9000467 Fictitious  Business Name(s) a.SECOND NATURE, 5026 
CASS STREET, SAN DIEGO, CA 92109 Is registered by the follow-
ing:a. TURQUOISE CELLARS, LLC  is conducted by: A  LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY  The first day of business was: 12/28/2017  
Registrant Name: a. TURQUOISE CELLARS, LLC   Officer, if Lim-
ited Liability Company/Corporation Title of Signor EDWARD D. 
OKINO, MANAGING MEMBER  statement was filed with Jordan Z. 
Marks, , Jr.  Recorder/County Clerk of San Diego County on:  JAN-
UARY 8, 2024 ISSUE DATES:   January 12, 19 ,26 & February 2

619-683-4583
idealservice.com 

5161 Waring Rd, San Diego 

CA License #348810

SERVICE DIRECTORY

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

www.beelinebrakes.com

2938 GARNET AVE., PACIFIC BEACH

(858) 273-2411

Bee Line
• BRAKES • 
• ALIGNMENT •  
• A/C SERVICE •
• 30/60/90K Maintenance • 

SINCE 1947

10% OFF 
W/ THIS AD

(UP TO $50 MAX FOR DISCOUNT) 
(excludes oil changes and  

OE Parts & Labor) May not be  
combined with any other offer.

AUTOMOTIVE

Cleaning Service
by Cecilia Sanchez

Family owned & operated
15 years experience.

Office, residential &
vacancy cleanings 

#1 vacation 
rental experts 

Free estimates
& excellent 
references

(619) 
248-5238

619-677-6523

WHERE YOU ARE  
TREATED LIKE ROYALTY!

Must mention ad. Some restrictions apply.

Or visit our website at 
www.service-kings.com

25% OFF Tile & Grout Cleaning 
25% OFF restretching or carpet repairs

Cleaning Carpet, Tile,  
Upholstery for over 28 years.

CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL

3 
ROOMS $129

SAVE $45

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Handyman with 

30 years experience

Many Skills

Hourly or Bid

Prompt, Affordable, 
Professional

Insured

Ask for Bob
619-742-0446

Non-licensed

WINDOW CLEANING

VOICE LESSONS

Bill Harper Plumbing & Handyman
All Plumbing and  

New fixture installations 
Cash Discounts! 

CALL BILL  619-224-0586 
Lic #504044

FREE ESTIMATES!
• FINE PRUNING & THINNING
• ARTISTIC TREE LACING
• TREE & STUMP REMOVAL

CROWNPOINTCLIPPERS@GMAIL.COM

(858)270-1742
Fully licensed and insured. Lic# 723867

CROWN POINT
CLIPPERS, INC.

T R E E S E R V I C E

SERVING THE LA JOLLA
AREA FOR 40 YEARS

POWER WASHING

619-309-6451

Please text to schedule
an Appointment!

Painting, Power Washing,
Window Cleaning

(619) 523-4900 
1998-2023 Silver Anniversary. 25 Years 

Call Now For Free Estimate 

Beach Cottages To Mansions 

Weekly • Biweekly • Monthly 

Ca. St. Lic. #0783646 Insured 

Billed Monthly • Check • Cc • Pay Pal 

Readers Choice Award Winner 

Helping the Peninsula grow for 25 years

MAINTENANCE EXPERTS

POINT LOMA 
LANDSCAPE 

Lic.573106

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
BY A VIETNAM VET

San Diego’s Oldest 
Plumbing Company. 

Offering quality service &
repair for 110 years. 

858-454-4258
5771 LA JOLLA BLVD #5
ERLINGROHDEPLUMBING.COM

LANDSCAPE/GARDEN
CLEANING

PLUMBING

CARPET & TILE CLEANING

 
 
 
 
 

FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAMES 

 
 

NAME CHANGES 
 
 

+ OTHER LEGAL  
 
 

CALL US 
858-270-3103 X 115

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Affordable housing 1 & 2 bedrooms.  
New Construction. East County: email 
risingsun@rasnyder.com Uptown: email 
thebington@rasnyder.com 

 VOICE LESSONS 
SING! SING! SING! Take virtual voice 
lessons with Susan Simmons. 20+ yrs 
exp. MM-Voice. Come grow your voice.  
Call/Text (858) 349-8490. 

HELP WANTED 
Point Loma Tea in Liberty Station 
Join Our Team Now! Tearoom  
Associate and Event Coordinator 
Email: info@pointlomatea.com 
 
Harman Asset Management, AMO,  
is seeking an Executive Assistant, Level 
1. This individual will report directly to 
the Owner of the Business.  We are 
looking for an organized, caring, pro-
fessional who can communicate well 
and de-escalate problem phone calls 
and emails in an expedient manner.  
General office work, (answering 

phones, greeting visitors, picking up 
mail, opening and distributing it, keep-
ing schedules, logging in checks 
received.)  If you are punctual, timely 
and reliable with at least (1) year pro-
fessional office experience send your 
resume to Athena@Harmanrealtors.com 

FOR SALE 
Cleveland RTX Full Faced Wedge 58˚ 
$50 Great Condition. Cleveland RTX 
Zipcore Wedge 54˚ with KBS graphite S 
$45 Good Condition 
Call or text for photos  619-208-9459 

 PUBLIC NOTICE 
Rick Engineering Company is accepting 
qualifications/bid packages from certi-
fied DBE firms to serve as a Subcon-
tractor to RICK on its proposal for Paseo 
Del Norte Pedestrian and Bike Improve-
ments Design Services for the City of 
Carlsbad Public Works, due on January 
16, 2024. RFP documents available upon 
request. Contact: bids@rickengineer-
ing.com.

HANDYMAN

• Painting 
• Carpentry 
• Drywall 
• Plumbing  

• Electrical  
• Decks 
• Flooring Repair 
• Power Washing

Complete Home Repairs

Customer satisfaction. 
Insured & worker’s comp

CALL MARIO 
(619) 647-9606

MARIO’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES LLC

HANDYMAN

 

YHERAPONLINE T

• T

TREATING:
• People Pleasing
• Codependency
• Trauma

Tooxic Relationships
ANXIETY • BURN OUT

OVERTHINKING/ SELF DOUBT
WOMEN'S ISSUES
LGBTQIA + ISSUES

GENDER AFFIRMING CARE
 

2873-062-607
omcooms.yraperthourYoY

GENDER AFFIRMING CARE

COUNSELING

(858) 349-8490ext all/T

Come grow your voice.
oice. V20+ yrs exp. MM-

immons.san SSu
lessons with
e virtual voiceakTaT

C

PAINTING

(619) 795-9429
www.chuckiespainting.co

chuckgjr@cox.net
CA Lic. #925325

Chuckie’s 
Painting Company

Power Washing 
Inside/Outside Screens & Track Cleaning  

Residential Specialist Commercial   
Licensed & Insured.  

Senior and Military Discounts

A  
Glass  
Act  

Window 
Cleaning 

(619) 384-7615

Get your FREE estimate today!

CLASSIFIEDS/legals

BEACH ADVISORY
San Diego health officials 

released an updated water 
contact closure and adviso-
ry list for county beaches that 
includes Ocean Beach and La 
Jolla. Water contact advisories 
have been issued for La Jolla’s 
Children’s Pool, La Jolla Cove 
beachline, and Dog Beach in OB 
due to bacteria levels exceeding 

health standards. More informa-
tion on water contamination in 
San Diego County can be found 
at sdbeachinfo.com.

POINT LOMA PLAYHOUSE
Broadway and Beyond: There 

are three spots left in the class 
award-winning vocal coach/di-
rector Jordan Miller will be teach-
ing titled “Vocal Exploration 

and Performance” from Jan. 8 
through Feb. 17 at Point Loma 
Assembly Hall at 3035 Talbot 
St. Unleash your unique voice 
whether you be a beginner of a 
seasoned artist. Take your voice 
to the next level, develop your 
stage presence and confidence 
and experience live on-stage 
performance. Rehearsals are 
Mondays 6:30-9:30 p.m.
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LIKE OUR PHOTOS? 
Follow us on instagram!

@sdnewsgroup

CLUES ACROSS 
1. Defensive nuclear weapon 
  4. Moved back and forth 
  9. One-time coach of the Cow-
boys 
 14. Last letter 
 15. Cause to become less 
intense 
 16. Genus of tree bugs 
 17. Body art 
 18. Romance novelist 
 20. Be filled with love for 
 22. City 
 23. Make vivid 
 24. Horses 
 28. Mauna __, Hawaiian volcano  

 29. Atomic #18 
 30. Shortly 
 31. A type of prejudice 
 33. Whirls 
 37. Six 
 38. Old world, new 
 39. __ Hess, oil company 
 41. Talk  
 42. Not off 
 43. Begets 
 44. Cars need them 
 46. Computing architecture 
(abbr.) 
 49. Of I 
 50. Journalist, activist Wells 
 51. Takes apart 

 55. Lists 
 58. Positively charged electrode 
 59. Hard, colorless compound 
 60. Inflammation of the perito-
neum 
 64. Trent Reznor’s band 
 65. Simply dry fruit 
 66. “Ivanhoe” author 
 67. Google certification 
 68. French commune 
 69. Medieval circuit courts 
 70. Soviet Socialist Republic

CLUES DOWN 
  1. Indigenous people of Mexico 
  2. Dietary supplement 
  3. Having a particular sheen or 
luster 
  4. Views 
  5. Academic Bill of Rights 
  6. Automobile 
  7. When you anticipate arriving 
  8. Beef or chicken intestine 
  9. Conspiracy 
 10. Blood disorder 
 11. Long-time NBAer Shawn 
 12. Time zone 
 13. US, Latin America, Canada 

belong to 
 19. Upton Sinclair novel 
 21. What a cow does 
 24. Cavalry-sword 
 25. Ancient Greek war galley 
 26. Stars 
 27. Rebukes 
 31. Billion year periods 
 32. Some are in a bottle 
 34. Tears down 
 35. Lethal dose 
 36. Humorists 
 40. Midwestern US state (abbr.) 
 41. Frameworks 
 45. Rocker Billy 

 47. More thin 
 48. Dog 
 52. Habitual repetitions 
 53. State of fuss 
 54. Uneasy 
 56. Chemical compounds 
 57. More cognizant of reality 
 59. A place to build 
 60. Exclamation that denotes dis-
gust 
 61. Supplement with difficulty 
 62. Very slick 
 63. Hill or rocky peak 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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La Mesa
COURIER

A basketball journey from South 
Sudan to Point Loma Nazarene

By NOAH PERKINS | The Beacon

Forty minutes, across 
Rumbek, Matur Dhal 
walked. Most days, the 

same journey, a pile of concrete 
and some worn-out rims waiting 
for him.

“At the time, I didn’t know there 
were indoor basketball courts,” 
Dhal, a sophomore and first-year 
transfer student on the Point Loma 
Nazarene University men’s basket-
ball team, from Cal Poly, said. “I 
was just excited to play with my 
friends, I didn’t think about the 
long walk or how hot it was.”

South Sudan – the youngest 
country in the world – has four 
basketball courts, but none are 
indoors.

His hometown court was con-
structed using funds donated by 
former NBA player and South 
Sudanese basketball legend Luol 
Deng.

“When it rains, practice is over,” 
Dhal said. “When it’s hot outside, 
you just have to play. Sometimes 
you don’t have any shoes to play 
with, so you figure out if you have 
a friend you can borrow from or 
if you can use slides. It was like 
playing in the road. When you 
wore shoes, they would be broken 
within a week.”

Fourteen, the first-time cous-
ins “dragged him to the court,” 
the ball felt strange in his hands, 
shooting was awkward but not 
as difficult as moving around 
the court with defenders draped 
over him.

“I was so sad because everyone 
was doing better than me,” Dhal 
remembered. “I never saw bas-
ketball on TV or touched a ball. 
Everyone was fast and I was slow. 
It was so frustrating.”

The words of his first coach, 
Deng Aldo, an older sibling of Luol 
Deng, guided Dhal then, and con-
tinue to do so now.

“One day he called me and said 
‘Everybody has their own journey 
and you have your own path, don’t 
compare yourself to other people 
and be the best version of your-
self,’” Dhal remembered. “It’s like 
it was yesterday.”

Late to the game, Dhal always 
possessed the one thing in basket-
ball that can’t be taught: size.

“I believe in myself and keep 
working hard – go early, work 
on ball handling and shooting,” 
the 6 feet 11 inches tall Dhal said. 
“Within a few months, I was able 
to catch up.”

Independent since 2011, a sev-
en-year civil war is estimated to 
have killed nearly half a million 
people in South Sudan. According 
to the United Nations, over 8 mil-
lion South Sudanese need human-
itarian aid, with infant mortali-
ty and maternal mortality rates 
among the highest in the world.

“He has such an amazing per-
spective on his life,” PLNU head 
men’s head basketball coach Justin 
Downer said. “These basketball 
games aren’t real pressure. Matur 
has had real-life pressure, not know-
ing where he is going to sleep, not 
knowing what country he is going 
to live in – if he is going to be able to 
stay here or if he is going to have to 
go back to South Sudan.“

“Growing up, everyone knew 
each other,” Dhal added. “I was 
young – all I knew was go to 
school, play sports, hang out with 
friends. The conflict had been 
going on since way before I was 
born. I felt safe growing up, but af-
ter independence, with civil war 
and different tribes and opposition 
for the government, in 2017 a big 
fight made me and my family feel 
unsafe.”

Dhal and his family took the 
route familiar to many South 
Sudanese, heading into neigh-
boring Uganda. For almost a year 
he lived and attended school just 
outside of Kampala.

His happy place, again, was a 
rough surface and a pair of crook-
ed hoops.

“It wasn’t a full-sized court – 
closer to half,” Dhal said, with a 
bemused exhale. “One rim was 
taller than the other one. But I 
didn’t care about that, I was just 
happy to play.”

A fortuitous meeting with an 
American basketball coach from 
Texas at a summer camp in South 
Sudan paved the way for his even-
tual journey to the United States.

“At the time I wasn’t interest-
ed,” Dhal said. “I had never been 
to another continent before. I 
didn’t know much English and 
I didn’t want to leave my friends 
behind for a strange world. My 
whole mindset of basketball is to 
play professionally, and in order 
to achieve your dream you have 
to make sacrifices.”

In 2018, Dhal enrolled at 
Paradise Honors High School in 
Surprise, Ariz.

“The first time I saw him play 
[in high school] I was like ‘there 
is no way this guy is this big and 
can move this well,’” Downer said. 
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COLEMAN 
MOVING SYSTEMS INC. 
Office/Residential | Free Wardrobe Use | Piano Moving 
Last Minute Moves | Packing/Unpacking  
Discount Packing Materials | Moving all over CA, AZ, NV 
7 DAYS A WEEK | FREE ESTIMATES FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1979 
 
619.223.2255

BBB MEMBER | INSURED LIC #CAL T-189466
 STU AND MATT COLEMAN

Diane@DianeSullivanRealty.com 
1021 Rosecrans Street, 92106 

619-990-2297     DRE # 01409974 

2 BD    |     2 BA     |     1166 SF     |     $540 Mo 

55115544  LLoonngg  BBrraanncchh  --  DD    

So happy to be able to work with my clients….. again….  
I represented the Sellers when they bought this beautiful,  

coastal, single level condo in 2020 as a 2nd home.    
Life has changed with a growing family so on to new chapters! 

Wishing this wonderful family the best!!  

JUST  SOLD  

2931 McCall Street - La Playa          $975,000 

 
Thinking about making a Real Estate change?    

Let me put my 20 years of local Real Estate  
experience to work for you. 

I’m happy to discuss your dreams, plans & goals and  
how we can get there together.      

858-225-9243
mccurdyrealtor.com

@ Pointloma   : :   # Pointloma

Building Community one Home at a Time

Mike McCurdy
Realtor - 17 Years

CalBRE# 01435434

Allison McCurdy
Marketing Manager
MBA - Marketing

 

WWW.4140LOMARIVIERA.COM

POINT LOMA $930,000 
Rare opportunity in popular Loma Riviera! This 3 bedroom, 2-
1/2 bath stunner is the largest floorplan in the complex and 
they are rare. Top notch upgrades include a gourmet kitchen 
with high end Viking appliances and quartz counters, dual 
paned doors and windows, dual zoned central heat and AC, 
hardwood floors and remodeled bathrooms. No stone un-
turned here by an owner that has absolutely loved this home 
and upgraded it accordingly. Excellent quiet location on the 
Lane with back gate that opens to dog walk. Make 2024 your 
best year in this beautiful home!

WWW.1241TOURMALINE.COM

PACIFIC BEACH $2,750,000 
Welcome home to this stunning 5 bedroom, 4 bath beauty in 
North PB! Updated kitchen and baths, gorgeous hardwood 
floors, pantry, family room, dual paned windows, 2 car garage 
and gated parking, sparkling spa and outdoor shower. 4 bed-
room, 3 bath on 1st floor and 2nd floor primary retreat with 
ocean views, rain shower, and walk in closet. The cherry on top 
is a 600 sf roof top deck with panoramic ocean, bay, fireworks, 
City and night light views and is plumbed for outdoor kitchen. 
Blocks to shopping, dining, excellent schools, and the beach. 
SoCal at its best and you deserve it!

WWW.1986VENICE.COM

OCEAN BEACH $2,150,000 
California coastal meets modern farmhouse meets amazing 
opportunity! This stunning redesigned 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home has a gourmet kitchen, remodeled baths, dual paned 
windows, high end laminate flooring, tankless water heater 
and owned solar. It also has an attached granny flat with pri-
vate entrance. High on the hill on a 10,300 sf lot, the possibil-
ities are endless. Sea World fireworks, nightlights, enormous 
yards and award winning schools make this a no brainer. Plus, 
proposed plans for 3 bedroom, 2 bath ADU. You're welcome!!! 
 

WWW.4627OCEANBLVD.COM

PACIFIC BEACH $1,075,000 
Make 2024 your best year in this single level 1 bedroom, 1-1/2 
bath beauty featuring a remodeled kitchen with quartz counters 
and stainless steel appliances, high end plush carpet, extra 
guest bath + ensuite primary bedroom. Dual paned windows, 
ocean and pool views, secured parking and dedicated storage 
in supreme ocean front location. Fully furnished and ready to 
enjoy! Fantastic location by Crystal Pier, Tower 23, shopping, 
dining, nightlife. A surfer's paradise. Open concept, ocean front 
living? YES PLEASE!!! 

IN ESCROW
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P: (619) 890-2828
E: acunarosamaria@gmail.com

W: JustCallRosa.com
Since 1988

CA BRE #00980917

REALTOR®

Lisa Perich

Sold!

2731 E. Evans Road
3BD/3BA detached home. 1,931 sf,

paid solar, AC, outdoor space,
2-car garage & much more!

Sold for $1,645,000

(619) 865-1022
Lisa@TeamCirncross.com

DRE 01489346

In Escrow

Download POINT LOMA REAL ESTATE 

Always stay up to date! 

(619) 226-TAMI (8264) office  (619) 980-8264 cell 
www.TamiFuller.com 

DRE#01000767 
Helping Buyers & Sellers Since 1988!

Tami Fuller & Associates

SOUTH OCEAN BEACH 1 BDRM $998,000 
OCEANFRONT: Forever panoramic ocean and coastal views 
from most every room! Live the dream of having the beach at 
your door! Hear the ocean every morning as you wake up and 
watch the sunsets every evening. Vacation 365 days a year! No 
expense was spared. This home is new from top to bottom. Spa-
cious, light, and bright 1 bedroom penthouse. Single-level unit 
with an amazing balcony overlooks the pool, BBQ and Ocean. 
No expense was spared. Sandy beach just steps away!

POINT LOMA 3+ BDRM / 3.5 BA      $2,195,000   
Stunning Point Loma custom Homes like this one don’t come along 
very often! Built by a well-known builder as his own home! 3 bed-
rooms + a large office, Bdrms w/ Att. baths + balconies, 3.5 baths. 
Coastal Beach Farmhouse, 2449 Est. Square Feet on a .26 of an acre. 
Newly remodeled. Entertainers dream home w/ indoor/outdoor 
living space from most every room! Private enclave, surrounded by 
open space and lush landscaping. Every detail has been thought 
out & worked out. Newer chef’s kitchen, BBQ/SPA! Walk to Point 
Loma Village & SD yacht club. Built in 2006.

POINT LOMA 4 BDRM / 3 BA      $2,099,000   
Welcome to Plumosa Park, one of Point Loma's most sought out 
neighborhoods! From the original lamp posts on numerous street 
to the quaint park at Chatsworth and Hyacinth, where you com-
monly see neighbors chatting with kids playing and dogs fetching 
balls. This special home with 4 bedrooms and 3 full baths with 
over 2,600 est. square feet, on a 6,200 square foot lot. Move in ready 
with all the bells and whistles! Beautiful oak hardwood floors, 
open and airy floorplan. Refurbished from the ground up, same 
yard with canyon views, outdoor kitchen, + much more.

POINT LOMA 4 BDRM/ 2 BA  $1,595,000 
 Point Loma Estates Mid-Century modern home by iconic architect 
William Krisel! Own a piece of history. This beautifully renovated 
single level 4 bedroom, 2 bath architectural masterpiece is stun-
ning! You will feel the attention to detail and quality the minute 
you arrive, from the fresh paint, lush landscaping. Then comes the 
wow, when you open the front door with soaring wood beam ceil-
ing, open and airy great room, the center fireplace between the 
dining and living area. Cul De Sac Street.

619-564-6355 THE
CORREIA
GROUP

THE
CORREIA
GROUP

CA BRE#01883404

DOES YOUR PROPERTY  
NEED MAJOR RENOVATIONS?  

SELL IT! 
Call Lanz to Find Out More Information

Michael S. Panissidi 
CALDRE #01969339 
619-247-2114  mp4realty@gmail.com 

"Always going above and beyond"

Point Loma Native
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy 
of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Compass Concierge: Rules & exclusions apply. Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines. Upfront cost will be repaid out of the proceeds of the sale.

Team Bennett + Bennett

JUST SOLD
2525 Brant St, Bankers Hill

3 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 2,120 SF

Stunning Downtown + Ocean Views

$1,638,700

IN ESCROW
3775 Georgia St, Unit 306, Hillcrest 

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,003 SF

Single Level Living + Ocean Views

IN ESCROW
821 Moana Dr, Point Loma

3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,259 SF

Stunning Remodel Bordering PLNU

Kevin and Cortney Bennett
Madison Cardoza
619.929.6858

teambennett@compass.com

DRE 01948696 | DRE 01382469 | DRE 02109817

© 2024 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC. BHHS and the BHHS symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate.

NEW YEAR. NEW HOME?  
Reflecting on 2023 fills my heart with gratitude. I appreciate the incredible
individuals - family, friends, community, and clients - who shaped my year
and contributed to my success. Thank you for your trust and loyalty! Excited
for more shared moments in 2024. Wishing you a New Year filled with love,
peace, joy, and good health!  

ROSAMARIA ACUÑA

CELEBRATING 35 YEARS IN
BUSINESS!

619.890.2828
JustCallRosa.com

CALL TODAY FOR A 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

YOUR FOREVER AGENT

DRE#00980917 

Rosamaria


