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Live Local.  Shop Local.  Support Local.

OB 92107 Tumbler $16.95 
  

Sip on your favorite beverage and let  
everyone know you love OB!

Flowers of Point Loma 
Christmas Bouquet! $50 

  

Brighten that special someone’s holiday with 
 these magnificent floral arrangements.

Santa Mailbox at OBBC  

Give your child the gift of Christmas Magic! Drop off 
your letters to Santa! Letters receieved by Dec. 8th 

will get a reply postmarked from the North Pole!

LETTERS CORRESPOND TO ADS INSIDE

2023 OB Holiday Ornament $25 
  

The 2023 ornament features the Surfing “OB Parrot” 
riding the waves.

OB Playing Cards $17.95 
  

Two complete decks featuring the Ocean Beach 
Pier and The Original Dog Beach.

Pier to Point Wellness & Spa 
Gift Cards 

  

Free 30 minute session in the infrared sauna 
with every $100 gift card purchase. 10% of pro-
ceeds go to Girls Rising Above Child Explotation

Raglan Gift Card  
Bonus gift card with gift card purchase!

Inn at Sunset Cliffs  
Gift Certificates  

A gift of relaxation and spectacular views!

Coastal Sage  
Folkmanis Puppets 

Starting at $9

Dog Beach Dog Wash 
Don’t forget the dog! 

 (a.k.a your best friend)

Claytime Ceramics 
6 Potter’s Wheel Classes 

$360 
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OB Antique Mall 
Specializing in Estate Vintage  

and Antique Jewelry
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THRIVE!

Community ~ Compassion ~ Connection  

Wellness & Spa



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Yourself the Gift of PEACE 
OF MIND when you ship with 

OBBC for the Holidays.

Give your child a Gift of  
“The Magic of Christmas”

YOUR HOLIDAY  
PACKING AND SHIPPING 

HEADQUARTERS

Check out our new location 
Now at 4967 Newport Ave. 

Ocean Beach IN THE OB MALL

619-222-4876 • print@obbcsd.com • obbcsd.comFOLLOW US ON:       @ OBBCSD

Drop off your letter to Santa! 
Letters recieved by Dec. 8th 
will get a reply postmarked 

from the North Pole!

Offering FedEx, UPS and USPS shipping options to our community to fit your needs. Digital Printing.
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4166 Voltaire Street 
PierToPointWellness.com   

619­762­YOGA(9642)

Community ~ Compassion ~ Connection  

Spa - Yoga • Aerial • Pilates - Rolling • Massage  
Facials • Infrared Sauna • Community Acupuncture   

• Workshops  • Events - Venue • Kids

Give the Gift of Wellness  
and Receive! 

 
For a limited time, for every $100 gift 

card purchased, you’ll receive a FREE 30 
minute Session in the Infrared Sauna 

Beautiful Heated Outdoor Deck!

Great Gift  
Idea: 

Wellness Gift cards 
make the best gift! 

Gift cards can be used 
for anything at  
Pier to Point  

Wellness & spa

10% of all Gift Card sales go to the local charity  
Girls Rising Above Child Exploitation.

Wellness & Spa
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Serving San Diego since 1976

Closed Wednesdays 

619-223-6170 
4926 Newport Ave. Ocean Beach

ANTIQUE MALL SPECIALIZING IN ESTATE  
VINTAGE & ANTIQUE JEWELRY

$$ TOP DOLLAR PAID $$ 
FOR GOLD & SILVER 

GIFT  
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE!

For that “One of a Kind” Gift

Trusted for over 48 Years

Buy - Sell - Trade

READERS 
CHOICE  
AWARDS 

 
2 0 2 1
R E TA I L / S E R V I C E S

F
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Dog Beach Dog Wash
Service and Accessories 619-523-1700

Open 7 days a week

www.dogwash.com
4933 Voltaire Street, San DiegoDo-It-Yourself Dog Wash 

Custom Nail Trims & Supplies

DON’T FORGET 
THE DOG!  

(AKA YOUR BEST FRIEND)

H

• Terrace View Patio • 24 room hotel with new upgrades  • Variety of room types   
• Heated outdoor swimming pool •Waterfront ceremonies with oceanfront receptions & views.  
• Private events-parties, cocktail hours, dinners and more!

1370 Sunset Cliffs Blvd • San Diego 
www.innatsunsetcliffs.com • 619.222.7901

Tripadvisor.com 
Hall of Fame

Winner of 2022 Certificate of Excellence Award  
presented by TripAdvisor.com 8th straight year!  
Awarded Top 10% worldwide by TripAdvisor.com

Give an Inn at Sunset Cliff Gift Certificate for a gift of pure  
tranquility and relaxation with spectacular views and sunsets  
overlooking the Pacific   

READERS
CHOICE
AWARDS
BEST HOTEL

11 Years in a row

GIFT CERTIFICATE To:

From:

Date: Signature:1370 Sunset Cliffs Blvd • San Diego 

www.innatsunsetcliffs.com • 619.222.7901

Amount: $

Gifting from the  
Heart of OB!  

Ocean Beach businesses offer a 
wonderful section of local,  

meaningful gifts for the holidays! 
 

Friends and family will appreciate  
that you took the time to give them gifts  
that not only bring you the joy of giving,  

but which support the community  
and businesses that make  

Ocean Beach one of a kind!

SHOP LOCAL:  Buying gifts in Ocean Beach matters
BECOME AN ADVOCATE 
It’s easier than ever to find a local movement 

supporting shopping locally. Joining one is even 
easier. Shopping local is even more crucial now 
than ever, as so many small businesses try to 
survive after the pandemic.  

In most cases, the best way to show love for 
your local business is to buy from them. The 
holidays are a great time to give back to your 
small business community by spending your 
dollars there. 

But what happens when you go beyond the  
purchase? How much can you achieve by 
becoming an actual voice in the conversation 
promoting the act of  shopping locally into the 
mainstream? 

 
JOIN THE MISSION 
Community-focused organizations, like 

Ocean Beach Merchants Association (OBMA) 
are continually seeking volunteers to help get 
the word out on their efforts. Choosing to 
devote your time or resources toward the over-
all growth of  the small business landscape can 
have a big impact on your community. 

Individuals looking for everything from 
clothing to home improvement services to 
office supplies can look to small businesses to 
fill those needs:  

• Ocean Beach has unique and personalized 
gifts that you can’t find anywhere else. 

• Look for small businesses for any and all of  
your shopping needs. Chances are items sold by 
big box retailers also are sold by small busi-

nesses. When the options are the same or sim-
ilar, purchase from a small business instead of  
its big box competitor. 

• Readily provide recommendations of  small 
businesses with which you have done business. 
Too often people are quick to complain about 
places that have failed them, but those same 
people don’t think to say kind words about 
companies that went above and beyond. Share 
great experiences on social media or through 
word of  mouth. 

• Talk to small business owners first if  you 
have an issue. It’s tempting to go directly to 
social media to complain about something, but 
such complaints can have a dire impact. 
Always take issues to the manager or business 
owner first to see if  a resolution can be reached. 
A manager may not be aware of  an issue at all. 
Give small businesses a chance to make it right 
before taking things public. 

• If  you own a small business, rely on other 
small businesses to fulfill your needs.  

Small businesses have experienced unprece-
dented setbacks due to COVID-19. By support-
ing small businesses, communities can help 
them regain stable footing.   

Find local businesses through the OBMA 
directory at OceanBeachSanDiego.com or 
reach out to OBMA at 619-224-4906 and they 
will point you in the right direction.  (In a world 
that doesn’t answer the phone-we do. Think 
of  us as the OB Concierge)

I
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Adorn your holiday table or brighten someone elses holiday with these magnificent arrangements!   Tastefully done in with the freshest flowers of the season! 
Want to customize your holiday color palate and style—no problem.  We have everything you need to make it the brightest holiday season ever!
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Beautiful full-color section sent to over 20,000 homes

A Collaboration Of The Beacon and the Ocean Beach Mainstreet Assocation

858.270.3103 x117 • 858.337.8546 Cell  
MikeFahey@sdnews.com

Runs in the December 15th issue   
Call Mike Fahey to Reserve your space today!

Have your gift featured on the OB Gift Guide Cover for only $50 more!  
Includes these value added benefits: 
A link to the gift guide will be featured in  the Beacon’s daily update newsletter (12,000 subscribers) 
OCEAN BEACH MAINSTREET ASSOCIATION EXTRAS: 
1 dedicated Facebook Post  • 1 dedicated Instagram Post  • Dedicated Twitter Post 
A link to the gift guide will be featured on the Ocean Beach MainStreet Association website Banner 
Eblast Link to OB Gift Guide to Subscriber List 

Cheers to Community Spirit: Crooked Tree IPA Unites Ocean Beach Breweries for a Cause
In a true testament to the col-

laborative and community-
focused spirit of  Ocean Beach, 
local breweries, including Pizza 
Port, OB Brewery, California Wild 
Ales, Kilowatt Brewing, Hodads 
Brewing, Thorn Street Brewing, 
Ketch Brewing, Chula Vista Brew-
ing, and My Yard Live Beer Co., 
have joined forces to craft a spe-
cial brew for a delicious cause - the 
Crooked Tree IPA. 

Brewed with the original Red 
IPA recipe, the creation of  Crooked 
Tree IPA brought together the 
expertise and passion of  Ocean 
Beach's brewing elite. Led by head 
brewer Matt Palmer at Pizza Port 
OB, these local brewing maestros 

poured their creativity into design-
ing the recipe, resulting in a beer 
that captures the essence of  the 
tight-knit surfing village. 

"This project is a fantastic rep-
resentation of  the unity and 
camaraderie within the Ocean 
Beach brewing community. We all 
share a love for great beer and a 
commitment to giving back to the 
community that has embraced 
us," said Bill DeWitt, owner of  Cal-
ifornia Wild Ales. 

The collaboration allowed each 
brewery to contribute its unique 
touch to the original Red IPA 
recipe. From the hoppy notes, 
courtesy of  Kilowatt Brewing, to 
the innovative twists brought by 

OB Brewery, Crooked Tree IPA 
promises a flavor journey that 
reflects the diversity of  Ocean 
Beach's brewing scene. 

The brewing process unfolded 
at Pizza Port OB, where the talent-
ed team meticulously crafted each 
batch under the watchful eye of  
Matt Palmer. Pizza Port, nestled in 
the heart of  Ocean Beach, provid-
ed the perfect setting for this col-
laborative endeavor. 

As the brewing vats bubbled 
with anticipation, the brewers 
shared ideas, techniques, and a 
few laughs, embodying the close-

knit community spirit that defines 
Ocean Beach. The result is a beer 
that satisfies the palate and sym-
bolizes the strength of  community 
collaboration. 

The sales from Crooked Tree IPA 
will support the 44th Annual OB 
Holiday Parade on December 2nd 
with this year's theme as "Santa's 
Disco Luau," organized by the OB 
Town Council. 

Whether you're a local or a vis-
itor, you can enjoy the delightful 
Crooked Tree IPA at various estab-
lishments throughout Ocean 
Beach. Restaurants, bars, and 

breweries in the community are 
proud to serve this limited-edition 
brew, allowing you to savor a taste 
of  Ocean Beach's brewing excel-
lence while supporting a good 
cause. 

So, when you savor a glass of  
Crooked Tree IPA, know it's more 
than just a beer; it's a sip of  Ocean 
Beach's brewing excellence and a 
toast to community unity. Cheers 
to the brewers, the unique flavors 
of  each local brewery, and the 
vibrant spirit of  Ocean Beach that 
brings them all together!

619-223-6050 
1863 Bacon St. 

claytimeceramics.com

Serving Ocean Beach for 21 years

A Creative Gift:  
Potter’s Wheel  

Classes & Membership 

6 Class Special 
Buys you and a friend 3 classes each. 

$360
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!

 
GOOD FOR: 

• Pottery Wheels 
• Clay Handbuilding 

• Ceramic & Canvas Painting 
• Mosaics

Claytimes  
Ceramics

Claytimes  
Ceramics

Membership only $150 a monthCrooked Tree IPA. COURTESY PHOTO
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Luis Quintero Agent  
4837 Voltaire Street  
San Diego, CA 92107-2107  
Bus: 619 677 5896  
www.insuranceob.com  
luis.quintero.vaa33f@statefarm.com  
Insurance License #0I85231 

Auto • Home • Life  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

The Ocean Beach Town Council 
invites the community to join in 
cherished annual holiday celebra-
tions including the OB Christmas 
tree, the OB Toy & Food Drive, the 
Holiday Auction & Party, and the 
eagerly awaited 44th Annual OB 
Holiday Parade on Saturday, Dec. 
2 at 5:05 p.m. on Newport 
Avenue. 

This series of  neighborhood 
events has brightened the Penin-
sula for over 40 years. Each event, 
steeped in rich tradition and com-
munity spirit, is designed to spread 
joy and bring together neighbors, 
friends, and visitors in OB during 
the holiday season. 

 
PARADE THEME 

The parade theme for 2023, 
“Santa’s Disco Luau,” is set to be a 
lively and joyful celebration, show-
casing the spirit of  this distinctive 
beach community. 

The parade will feature over 100 
entries including unique and 
vibrant floats, local bands, com-

munity organizations like the OB 
Woman's Club celebrating their 
100th anniversary, local busi-
nesses, scout troops, and eclectic 
golf  cart groups. 

Of  the selection of  this year’s 
parade theme, OBTC president 
Corey Bruins noted: “We had a 
brainstorming meeting of  our hol-
iday committee and a couple of  
folks were thinking disco, and a 
couple of  others were thinking 
luau – so we figured we’d put them 
together.” 

Bruins added this year’s parade 
theme will be “expressed through 
our holiday artwork and T-shirts 
for the event, and will also be used 
as inspiration for our floats. Our 
hope is that each of  the floats 
entered will incorporate the disco 
luau theme.” 

 
PARADE VIPS 

The list of  notable parade atten-
dees includes California State 
Assemblymember Tasha Boerner 
and District 2 Councilmember Dr. 
Jennifer Campbell. The VIP Deck 
at the Ocean Beach Hotel, pre-
sented by Cutwater, offers tickets 

for $75, with exclusive parade 
viewing, hosted cocktails, and 
appetizers. Tickets are available at 
obtc.link/vipdeck. 

Bruins pointed out that the 
“energy” for this year’s parade is 
really high and that everyone is 
looking forward to “lots of  floats, 
entries, and good spirits.” He sug-
gested the OB Woman’s Club float 
will be “really special” as well, 
given that it is the club’s 100th 
anniversary. “We’re excited to see 
what they come up with,” he 
added. 

 
EVENT’S GREATER PURPOSE 

Of  the parade event’s purpose, 
other than ushering in the year-
end holidays, Bruins said: “OB is a 
community that likes to come 
together and celebrate. We like to 
remind each other how lucky we 
are to live in this great City and in 
this great neighborhood. And we 
do that every year through the OB 
Street Fair and Chili Cookoff  and 
in June and the Fourth of  July. The 
parade is the capstone to the year 
celebrating culture, art, and com-
munity, all of  those great things.” 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

The parade is a testament to the 
power of  an engaged community, 
and OBTC is still looking for enthu-
siastic volunteers to help make this 
event a success. Interested indi-
viduals can sign up at obtc.link/ 
volunteer. 

 
COMMUNITY-POWERED 

The OBTC extends a big thank 
you to this year's sponsors: Cut-
water, Submerge Church, Catrina 
Russel Real Estate, and Profession-
al Maintenance Systems. The ded-
ication of  countless community 
members, contributing time, tal-
ent, and resources, is the backbone 
of  the holiday initiatives. 

 
HOLIDAY PARTY & AUCTION 

Don't miss the Holiday Party & 
Auction at The Holding Company 
on Dec. 7, which includes live and 
silent auctions, great food, and 
more. Also, be part of  the Food & 
Toy Drive from Dec. 11-15, spread-
ing holiday cheer on Dec. 16. 
Learn more about getting involved 
in all the OBTC holiday initiatives 
at obtc.link/holidays. 

 
OB TOWN COUNCIL 
HOLIDAY EVENTS: 
 
December 2 
OB Holiday Parade 
December 2, 9, 16 
Santa Experience at the  
OB Holiday Tree 
December 7 
Holiday Auction & Party at THC 
December 11-16 
Holiday Food & Toy Drive

44th Annual OB Holiday Parade will hold Santa’s Disco Luau

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

PARADE ENTRIES 
 

Vehicles for the Grand Marshal, Assembly 
member Tasha Boerner and District 2 
Council member Jennifer Campbell, 
Friends of the OB Library, Silver Gate Ele-
mentary Unicycle Club, OB Woman’s Club, 
Ocean Beach Hotel, Cutwater Spirits, OB 
Elementary, Ocean Beach Milk Enthusiasts, 
OB vets, Ocean Beach People’s Food Co-
op, The San Diego River Park Foundation, 
Submerge Church, OB Spaceman, Light-
house Ice Cream, Half Hour Late Band, 
Warren-Walker Parent Auxiliary, Por-
tuguese Community of San Diego, Point 
Loma High cheerleaders, OB Girl Scout 
Troop 4427 and Girl Scout Troops 4106, 
4325, 4632, 2202, and 4901, High Tech 
Middle Media Arts, PLHS soccer, Cheer San 
Diego Extreme, Peninsula Youth Softball, 
Apt 4 Music, Ocean Dental Care, PLHS Van-
guard, San Diego Gulls, San Diego Wooden 
Dinghy Lovers, Ross Bagurdes Turns 50, 
Cub Scout Pack 546, Peninsula Girl Scouts, 
Scouts BSA Troop 555 (girls), SD Peninsu-
la Lions, OB Hardware, OB Parrot Pande-
monium, Blue Wave Tae Kwon Do, 
Cameron Highlanders, Sunset Cliffs Surfing 
Association, San Diego Scooter Mob, 
Peninsula Surf Club, Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, Kai Elua, OMBAC, Irish Congress of 
Southern California, Renewal by Andersen, 
San Diego Broncos, Peace, Love & VDubs, 
Mitch’s Seafood, OB Run Club, Sunset Cliffs 
Animal Hospital, The Whittemore Family & 
Friends, Amys Daisies, Point Loma Youth 
Football Team, Sunset Garage, Samba 
Brazil San Diego, Sunset Clips, The Dance-
house, Taco Tour San Diego, The O.B. Mer-
pod, Camplife Customs, THC Steam 
Machines softball, The Cool Bus float, Golf 
Carts of OB, Point Loma Golf Cart Club, Effi-
cient Working Bodies, Inc., Canvas Ser-
vices, Barona Racers, Dawson Wise Real 
Estate, Setting Sun Dojo, Nikki’s Band, 
Pups ‘N Boots, Dog Beach Dog Wash, Play 
Hard Dance Company, GA Coachworks, EZE 
Ryders Electric Bikes, Neighborhood 
Shenanigans, Ryan Family YMCA, Raise Da 
Woof Ocean Beach, Hoedown on the hill, 
Lawstache Law Firm, One Earth Recycling, 
OB Drum Circle Mundo Music, Ocean 
Beach Horseshoe Club, Corvette Owners 
Club of San Diego, OB Disco Holiday Golf 
Carts, Ocean Beach Speech, Krampus 
Krewe, Firefighter Aid, Friends of Friday 
Night Volleyball, OBTC, and San Diego Fire 
Rescue & Lifeguards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OB TOWN COUNCIL 
 
The object and purpose of the Ocean Beach 
Town Council is to express the will and 
represent the welfare of OB by: 
 
Providing a forum for discussion of com-
munity issues. 
 
Communicating the views and needs of 
the community to the appropriate agen-
cies. 
 
Taking appropriate action on community 
issues. 
 
Promoting the general betterment and 
beautification of Ocean Beach. 
 
Fostering cooperative efforts among all 
community organizations and residents for 
their mutual benefit. 
 
OBTC hosts public meetings on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month except Novem-
ber and December. Regular speakers 
include local leaders, political, business, 
and law enforcement representatives, as 
well as members from all corners of the 
Ocean Beach community. All are welcome.

OB Holiday Parade 2022. PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN KELLY



Serving OB & Point Loma 
Specializing in Sales & Property Management  

1845 Sunset Cliffs Blvd.,  
San Diego, CA 92107 

www.PruettRealty.com 

619-222-0316

PRUETT REALTY 
Jill, Brian, Adriana, & Natalie

DRE LIC# 01811073

Pruett Realty  SINCE 1963

Merry Christmas

Best Auto Repair

Happy OB Holidays! 
from the Sunset Family
Classic Modern & Vintage 

ASE Certified 
Brakes & Suspension 
Safety Inspections 

Full Service Diagnostics 
Performance Upgrades 

Established 1934 • Mon-Fri 9-5 • Open Sat by appointment  
(619) 224-2929 • SunsetgarageOB.net 

1946 Bacon St., OB  •      @sunsetgarage_ob1934

619.224.2748  
WWW.ZEDELECTRIC.COM

MAY YOUR HOLIDAYS BE 
MERRY & BR GHT  

CONSISTENT WINNER | BEST ELECTRICIAN

CELEBRATING 

43 

YEARS 
AS AN ATTORNEY

CONSISTENTLY VOTED A 
READERS CHOICE FOR 

BEST ATTORNEY

Look for me at the  
OB Parade playing 

bagpipes with  
the Cameron  
Highlanders

WWW.OBLAW.COM   619-223-0441  4877 VOLTAIRE ST. O.B.
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COW RECORDS
LOTS OF RECORDS

Litt le MOO la

Have an  
“Udderly” Wonderful 

Holiday Seaon!

5040 Newport Ave., OB  619-523-0236

CHIMPOS CD AVAILABLE NOW!

Stacey Thayer

(619) 225-9571
4869 SANTA MONICA AVENUE, SUITE C

SAN DIEGO, CA 92107

Next to the Post Office

INCOME TAX & BOOKKEEPING

• Year-round Tax Service • Notary Public
• Bookkeeping & Payroll 

OB Holiday Parade, Sat. December 2nd, 5:05 pm 
Everything You Want For Christmas 

is in Ocean Beach! Shop Local!
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WWW.SUNSETCLIPPS.COM • 619.223.1171 • 4804 SANTA MONICA 

Everybody wants to look their best  
for the Holidays. Stop by and we’ll  

have you looking good! 
 

Merry Christmas 
from all of us

Ocean Beach Town Council is 
gearing up for its annual Food & Toy 
Drive spreading holiday cheer from 
now through Dec. 16. 

‘Tis the season when schools, 
churches, and a host of  communi-
ty volunteers pool their resources 
to conduct the annual OB Food & 
Toy Drive benefiting needy families 
and seniors throughout the Penin-
sula during the week of  Dec. 11-16. 

The big goal this year, as every 
year, is to feed and provide presents 
for local families and seniors. 
Toward that end, OBTC partners 
with community groups and 
numerous volunteers to receive 
donations, package groceries, and 
wrap new toys for those in need of  
a little help during the holidays. 

Planning and executing the OB 
Food & Toy Drive is a major under-
taking, noted OBTC board member 
Shelly Parks, a social worker who’s 
participated with Jewish Family Ser-
vice of  San Diego and the Jacobs & 
Cushman San Diego Food Bank.  

“We start planning around early 
October, getting the word out to 
families and seniors who may be in 
need this year reaching out to 
schools and senior centers and help-
ing them apply for this (food and toy 
drive),” Parks said. “We also have it 
listed on our website so people can 
sign up on their own, or if  they 
know of  a family to be adopted.” 

“It’s sort of  all hands on deck,” 

concurred Cameron Reid, co-chair 
along with Parks of  charitable food 
and gift giving sponsored each year 
by OBTC. 

Noting the OB Food & Toy Drive 
benefits about 100 families and 50 
seniors annually, Parks pointed out 
people living in the Peninsula are 
primarily served. But she added that 
OBTC “is pretty flexible” in extend-
ing the list of  those served to include 
people living outside the area who 
may work in the Peninsula, or 
whose children attend school there. 

Parks noted real estate offices and 
churches have a great track record 
of  collecting food and toy donations 
for the yearly drive. She added the 
San Diego Food Bank and OB Kiwa-
nis are always helpful as well in col-
lecting toys and food for those in 
need. 

“OB Kiwanis goes door-to-door 
collecting food from houses in 
neighborhoods throughout the 
Peninsula during November 

through Dec. 8,” she said adding 
that collected food and toys are then 
funneled to the Masonic Lodge at 
1711 Sunset Cliffs Blvd. for pack-
aging and ultimate distribution 
starting on Dec. 10. 

Volunteers then form a triage of  
sorts for goods flowing into the 
Masonic Lodge, getting everything 
ready by packing it up into care 
packages. That happens Monday 
through Thursday of  that week. 
But the real show is the following 
day on Friday, where volunteers this 
year will package everything up and 
get ready for it to be delivered on 
Saturday, Dec. 16.” 

“The morning of  Dec. 16 from 8-
10 a.m. is when volunteers deliver 
everything, all of  the care packages, 
to families,” said Reid. “People come 
in with their cars, we load them up, 
give them an address and send 
them out. Families living out of  
their cars drive to us and pick it up 
themselves.” 

Of  the donated food distribution, 
Parks noted some 30 or more vol-
unteers nightly “help us (OBTC) all 
week including mother-son Teen 
Volunteers in Action and mother-
daughter San Diego MADCAPS, 
both of  which have chapters on the 
Peninsula.” 

Parks said participating in the OB 
Annual Food & Toy Drive is a really 
moving experience, offering an 
example from last year. “We visited 
a senior who had lost his wife and 
was having a down time,” she said. 
“We stayed with that senior for 30 
minutes while he opened a gift of  
ornaments he put on his tree. He 
talked about his wife and what they 
used to do on the holidays. It made 
me cry just to know there are so 

many people in need this time of  
year.” 

Regarding the toy drive with 15 
donation stations throughout the 
Peninsula this year, Parks said all 
toys must be new, not used. “We 
prefer donated toys be unwrapped, 
so we can package them and get 
them to the right-age children,” 
Parks said adding “Another need we 
have is wrapping paper, which we 
go through a lot of.” 

Help support the OB Food & Toy 
Drive with a generous donation to 
bring some additional holiday cheer 
to the needy in the OB community. 
Learn more about getting involved 
in all the OBTC holiday initiatives 
at obtc.link/holidays. 

 

OB Food & Toy Drive helps bring joy to families
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

DESIGNATED TOY DONATION STATIONS: 
 

VERVOR 4689 Voltaire St. 
NEWBREAK CHURCH 4694 Cape May. 
COMPASS REALTY 1021 Rosecrans St. 
PRUETT REALTY 1845 Sunset Cliffs. 
OB BUSINESS CENTER 4967 Newport Ave. 
OBMA 1868 Bacon St. #A. 
OB LIBRARY 4801 Santa Monica Ave. 
SUBMERGE CHURCH 1711 Sunset Cliffs (Dec. 10 only). 
LAW OFFICE OF GALLAGHER BOLANDER SMEDLEY LLP 1951 Cable St. 
LITTLE HOUSE OF FLOWERS 1017 Rosecrans St., and 6090 Friars Road. 
MATT KALLA INSURANCE 4148 Voltaire St. 
SANTA EXPERIENCE Newport and Abbott (Dec. 2 and 9, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.). 
HUGO’S COCINA 1830 Sunset Cliffs Blvd. 
DIRTY BIRDS 1929 Cable St. 
JOSHUA LIGHTCAP 5083 Santa Monica Ave., Suite 1A.

OB Holiday Parade, Sat. December 2nd, 5:05 pm 
Everything You Want For Christmas is in Ocean Beach! 
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THE PENINSULA BEACON

The iconic Christmas tree planted in the sand on Tues-
day, Nov. 28, carries on the tradition of  leaning a little to 
the left, mirroring the quirky bent of  Ocean Beach. 

“We never know until it goes in,” said Ocean Beach 
Town Council president Corey Bruins. “The community 
will welcome this year's OB holiday tree, generously 
donated by a local neighbor. It will be established at the 
corner of  Newport and Abbott. The official tree lighting 
is set for 5:05 p.m. on Dec. 2, igniting the start of  the OB 
Holiday Parade.” 

Bruins said several proposals for trees coming from out-
side the Peninsula were submitted for consideration this 
year. But he added this year’s tree, as always, “is careful-
ly selected locally from trees already slated for removal, so 
we won’t be uprooting a perfectly good tree. This year’s 
tree is coming from the north side of  town, so it won’t 
have far to travel.” 

The 40-foot tall star pine tree is from a home in the 
4600 block of  Larkspur Street. The tree was planted 27 
years ago after being used as a family’s Christmas tree. 

Every year just before December, the chosen pine is 
conveyed to a pre-designated spot on the beach near OB 
Pier. “The tree gets cut down by arborists and, using a 
huge crane, it is hoisted onto a truck and driven down to 
Newport with the police coming out to make sure it’s 
done safely,” said Bruins. “Then the crane puts it in a 
hole in the sand at Newport and Abbott, moving it around 
to make sure it’s stable before it gets all decorated.” 

Initial decorating of  the Christmas tree starts in the 
morning and usually lasts into the early afternoon. “Stu-
dents from OB Elementary decorate the tree with orna-
ments, then more decorations are added to make it look 
nice and pretty,” said Bruins who noted the decorated 
Christmas tree will remain up throughout December. 
“The tree stands as a reminder, all month long, of  the 
neighborhood’s generosity and of  the OB spirit,” he con-
cluded. 

The Ocean Beach holiday season kicks off  this year on 

the evening of  Dec. 2 with the lighting of  the Christmas 
tree, which will usher in the 44th annual Ocean Beach 
Holiday Parade, this year themed “Santa’s Disco Luau,” 
with more than 10,000 attendees drawn to partake in the 
festivities. 

Bruins pointed out that the Christmas tree planting rit-
ual in OB dates back to the five James brothers – Ron, 
Rich, Greg, Mike, and Pat – whose family founded the 
James Gang Graphics company on Newport Avenue in 
1976. They were the ones who brought down the first 
Christmas tree from Mt. Shasta.

Ocean Beach Christmas tree marks beginning of holiday season
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

 
ORIGIN OF OB’S CHRISTMAS TREE & PARADE 
 

Mike James, one of the James Gang brothers of local printing fame, related 
the tale of how Ocean Beach’s first Newport Avenue Christmas tree got cho-
sen to inaugurate the tree-planting tradition on the beach. 
 
“One evening, in the fall of 1980, my brothers Ron and Rich were having a few 
beers at the Sunshine Company Saloon,” said James noting that earlier that 
year, Ocean Beach had its first community-supported Fourth of July fireworks 
festival. “The brothers began talking about what could be done to continue that 
positive community spirit for the upcoming Christmas holidays,” James said. 
“Rich mentioned the famous Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center (in New York 
City) and thought maybe OB could have its own community Christmas tree.” 
Added James: “The story goes that at first, they talked about a 20-foot-tall tree. 
Then, as more beer was consumed, the proposed tree grew, so by the end of 
the night it became a 60-foot-tall tree.” 
 
The next morning, said James, “Rich began making phone calls to find out how 
someone could get a 60-foot tree. He finally found the people who supplied 
Disneyland with their giant Christmas tree and made an order. A committee 
was formed and money was raised to pay for the tree and the lights by main-
ly selling commemorative T-shirts. 
 
“To save cost, Rich talked his friend Kenny into taking his semi-truck to Mt. 
Shasta to pick up the tree,” said James. “They returned to Ocean Beach with 
a stunning 70-foot star pine tree to grace the beach at the foot of Newport 
Avenue.” 
 
Which is almost – but not quite – the end of James’ story. 
 
“A few days after the tree had arrived, Rich went to numerous bars up and 
down Newport and handed out kazoos to his many friends,” he said. “They 
then assembled in front of Pacific Shores, and Rich then led them down the 
middle of the street to the tree, while they hummed Christmas carols on their 
kazoos.” 
 

Surfers walk past the Ocean Beach Christmas tree on Tuesday, Nov. 
28, as workers begin adding decorations to the tree. PHOTO BY THOMAS MELVILLE

Did You Know?

WASH AND GO

CATS AND DOGS

619.581.0170 
3788 Voltaire St. San Diego CA 92107 

Your Local Pet Groomer

Offers a Low Cost

option for short-coated

We also offer no-appointment nail trims for dogs and cats.  
For more info, or to make an appointment please text/call us

Happy Holidays! 
from the Beacon
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