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Different homes in the College Area are getting in the spirit of celebrating another Halloween this month. Jim Sawaya was raised in the El Cerrito neighbor-
hood of College Area, in an enclave known as Piedmont Estates. The tract of 62 homes was developed in 1952 and is just off Adams Avenue and 59th Street. 
His mother was a grade school teacher who decorated their home for Halloween and all the holidays. Sawaya reminisced, “We wanted to start our own 
Disneyland, so we did it in our front yard.” He says he is carrying on the family tradition because, “I always liked homes that were decorated in the neighbor-
hood, so it inspires me to continue doing it for other kids growing up here now.” (Photo credit: Karen Austin)

Seven SDSU fraternities currently under investigation
By EUGENIE BUDNIK

Seven San Diego State fraterni-
ties have been placed on interim 
suspension as the university in-
vestigates reports of misconduct.

The fraternities include Phi 
Kappa Psi, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 
Sigma Chi, Phi Delta Theta, Kappa 
Alpha, Pi Kappa Alpha and Delta 
Sigma Phi.

In an email statement to The 
Daily Aztec, SDSU said, “Interim 
suspensions imposed on the in-
dividual fraternities are not con-
nected to one another.”

The reasoning for the suspen-
sions has not been made public, as 

all suspended seven organizations 
are currently under investigation.

“Given the open investigations 
and each organization’s right to 
due process, no further details are 
available at this time,” SDSU said 
in the statement.

Under the interim suspension, all 
seven fraternities are required to 
stop their organizational activities.

“Interim suspensions are put 
into place as part of an effort to 
address behavioral concerns 
within a recognized student or-
ganization while the concerns are 
investigated. SDSU prioritizes the 

Seven SDSU fraternities are dealing with interim suspensions related to 
reports of alleged misconduct. (Photo by Natali Gonzalez)SEE INVESTIGATION, Page 8
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Two incidents of sexual assault involving ride 
share vehicles reported in College Area

By NATALI GONZALEZ

The Sa n Diego Pol ice 
Department is investigating two 
reports of assault from San Diego 
State University students.

In both incidents, students said 
they got into vehicles in the College 
Area that they believed to be the 
ride shares they had ordered. The 
driver allegedly assaulted them and 
let them out of the car elsewhere.

The first incident was report-
ed on Sept. 6, but occurred on 
Aug. 19. The second was on Aug. 
27 and reported the same day. 
While similar circumstances sur-
round the cases, there has been 

no definitive link made between 
them.

The incidents were reported to 
have occurred just days before the 
new “Red & Black Safe Ride” pro-
gram was launched by the SDSU 
Police Department (UPD).

The program, which began 
Aug. 30, includes a shuttle rota-
tion that will run on weekdays 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. around the 
university’s campus, stopping at 
academic buildings, parking lots 
and dorm buildings. Then, from 
10 p.m. to midnight, on-demand 
rides will be available from one 
designated pick-up location to 
another.

“In support of academic and 
student success, the goal of the 

newly launched Red & Black Safe 
Ride program is to offer students, 
faculty and staff a free, quick, and 
safe transportation method,” said 
the UPD.

The program is operated by 
UPD’s student community service 
officers, who are civilian, non-
sworn in UPD employees.

While students said the pro-
gram was a “good thing” for cam-
pus that the school would “benefit 
from,” many also expressed that 
changes should be made to its 
operation in light of the reported 
assaults.

“With all that's been happening 
with those awful incidents with 
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Ride share vans such as this one pictured across from Chapuletepec Hall are 
there to safely escort SDSU students. (Photo by Natali Gonzalez)
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Why Homeowners Leave Thousands
Behind When Selling Their Homes

San Diego – A new report has just been released which 
reveals 7 costly mistakes that most homeowners make 
when selling their home, and a 9 Step System that can 
help you sell your home fast and the most amount of 
money.

This industry report shows clearly how the traditional 
ways of selling homes have become increasingly less and 
less effective in today’s market. The fact of this matter is 
that fully three quarters of homesellers don’t get what 
they want for their homes and become disillusioned and 
worse financially disadvantaged when they put their 
homes on the market.

As this report uncovers, most homesellers make 7 deadly 
mistakes that cost them literally thousands of dollars. The 
good news is that each and every one of these mistakes is 
entirely preventable. In answer to this issue, industry 
insiders have prepared a free special report entitles “The 9 
Step System to Get your Home Sold Fast and For Top 
Dollar”. To order your FREE copy of this report, call 
toll-free 1-800-270-1494 and enter 1000. You can call 
anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Get your free special report Now to find out how you can 
get the most money for your home.

Courtesy of Dan Smith eXp Realty BRE 01346593

students and fake ride-shares, ex-
tending (the Safe Ride program) to 
2-4 a.m. on weekends would be 
a safer bet,” said Ryan Kehl, an 
SDSU senior.

“It would be useful if student 
shuttles ran later,” agreed Renee 
Roldan, an SDSU student. “I know 
some of my friends who live near 
campus have to (take a) ride share 
to their housing because their 
shuttle service ends early and it’s 
too dangerous to walk with no 
lights or sidewalks.”

Students also said the shuttle 
and on-demand routes should be 
expanded, covering a greater area 
surrounding the campus.

“To my knowledge, the shut-
tles only stop on campus and at 
campus housing,” said Gwenyth 
Hoebing, an SDSU junior. “I live 
right outside those boundaries. 
If they did offer this service with 
stops within a 2-mile radius of 
the school, I think it would be a 
lot more useful.”

“It would be more relevant (to 
me) personally if the services were 
available for areas slightly outside 
the campus in the college area,” 
noted Olivia Barnard, an SDSU 
student. “Then I wouldn't have to 
rely on ride share as heavily when 
I come back from work in the El 
Cajon area.”

Others felt that the program 
needed to be better promoted to 
provide students with alternatives 
to using ride shares.

“The university has an app 
called SDSU Safe that has safe 
rides through the Red & Black 
Shuttle, but I think they need 
to make it more accessible and 
known,” said Isabella Dallas, an 
SDSU student. “Many students 
don’t realize this is an option or 
don’t think it’s as convenient or 
practical as a ride share app.”

If students do choose to use a 
ride share service, the university 
police sent out several safety tips 
for consideration when doing so. 
They advise users to confirm their 
ride’s vehicle type and license 
plate before entering and sitting 
in the back seat during their ride 

for an easier exit route.
The university also recom-

mends students notify friends 
or family when they take a ride 
share. One way to do this is 
through the SDSU Safe app, which 
allows students to share their lo-
cation in real time.

Students also said they take ride 
shares in groups, which they rec-
ommend others do as well.

“I like to think it’s a strength in 
numbers tactic,” added Dallas.

Victims of sexual violence 
are encouraged to seek sup-
port through SDSU’s Sexual 
Misconduct Response and 
Prevention webpage.

SDSU ride share
CONTINUED FROM Page 2

SDPD has been investigating two reports of assault from San Diego State 
University students involving ride shares. (Photo by Natali Gonzalez)
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Every year there are over twenty thousand chimney / fireplace  
related house fires in the US alone. Losses to homes as a result of 
chimney fires, leaks, and wind damage exceeds one hundred million 
dollars annually in the US. Additionally, mold, mildew, pollen, dust 
and flammable creosote are among the hazards that can build up 
and collect in the flue of a chimney. A thorough inspection, and 
cleaning if necessary, will dislodge and remove such build-ups.  
 
CHIMNEY SWEEPS, INC., one of San Diego's leading chimney  
repair and maintenance companies, is here to protect you and your 
home from losses due to structural damage and chimney fires. 
 
Family owned and operated and having been in business for over 
30 years, Chimney Sweeps Inc. is a fully licensed and insured  
chimney contracting company (License # 976438) and they are cer-
tified with the National Fireplace Institute and have an A+ rating with 
the Better Business Bureau. 
 
For a limited time, readers of this paper will receive a special  
discount on our full chimney cleaning and safety inspection  
package with special attention to chimney water intrusion points in 
preparation for the rainy season.
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Projects to make life better for residents; 
tackling hate in the community

California State Assemblyman 
for District 78, Christopher Ward 
was our featured speaker at our 
September meeting.

He shared with us some of the 
various projects he was involved 
with: Gun violence reduction 
legislation was signed into law 
in 2022. He authored a bill that 
was signed into law in 2022 that 
changes procedures for altering 
gender and sex identifiers on gov-
ernment documents.

He tackled homelessness, the 
economy, the environment, and 
the list goes on. He kept the audi-
ence mesmerized for 45 minutes 
and he left us wanting more. Visit 
his website (a78@asm.org) to see 
what he stands for and fights for, 
and while you are at it you can 
subscribe to his Newsletter.

Assemblyman Ward is run-
ning for re-election but he did no 
campaigning in keeping with our 
Mission Statement. Being mindful 
of this I called League of Women 
Voters to find out if there was 
any other candidate(s) running 
for this office, there were none 
to date. I will monitor this and if 
there becomes an opposing can-
didate I will reach out and offer 
them an opportunity to speak be-
fore our group to discuss why they 
are seeking this office. Stay tuned.

REMINDER: SCAC will not be 
meeting in November but will hold 
our annual potluck social, open 
house, at 6:30 on Wednesday, 

Dec. 20. We look forward to the 
Mayor, Councilman, Supervisor, 
Assemblyman, SDUSD Board 
Trustee and some of our past 
speakers and you, joining us.

Some of the column writers of 
the Mission Times Courier have 
been asked to write about an-
tisemitism, and “hate speech” 
and address the f lyers that 
have been disseminated in our 
neighborhoods.

This is a challenging subject for 
me because I feel so passionate 
about not only “tolerance” but “ac-
ceptance” of other cultures and that 
is one of the reasons the USA is the 
greatest country. There is so much I 
want to say and so little room.

Why do we “hate” someone? Is 
it because we are afraid of the dif-
ference? Is it because we have been 
taught to hate? My way isn’t the on-
ly true path nor is yours’. It is not 
okay to laugh, ridicule, condemn, 
and kill someone who looks, dress-
es, believes different or has a differ-
ent color of skin, or eyes, color or 
slant of eyes, width of nose, no mat-
ter who they love, how they identify, 
and how they express themselves.

We must embrace, celebrate, 
and learn about and accept our 
differences; that is what makes 
this the greatest country. As we 
continue to do that we will con-
tinue to thrive, each and every 
one of us. At the end of the day, 
we are one people, Americans all, 
working for the continued success 
of the United States of America, 
ourselves, and our children.

Kindness is the highest form of 
intelligence and while I admire in-
telligence, I admire kindness more. 

When you say things or call people 
names, or absolutely ignore their 
existence, does that make you feel 
“superior” – that is a false and tem-
porary sense of superiority, and it 
is despicable. When you sit down, 
think hate speech and then put 
those thoughts on paper, make and 
disseminate those papers through 
neighborhoods that is not just rhet-
oric but hate. And why?

Some say the Holocaust didn’t 
happen, and probably they are 
the main folks who are dissem-
inating the hate flyers in our 
neighborhoods. But I am here to 
tell you the Holocaust did happen, 
and approximately 6 million Jews, 
and many millions of other people, 
were slaughtered just because they 
looked, dressed, or had a different 
view of reality than some egotisti-
cal being. We have seen evidence, 
heard the evidence, felt the evi-
dence, and can smell something 
similar brewing. If it looks like a 
duck, walks like a duck, talks like 
a duck – it is most likely a duck!

I have known and spoken with 
many Holocaust Survivors, and 
second generation of Survivors 
each one knows they need to pass 
down the horrors of this time in 
the history of the world so that 
it doesn’t happen again, but we 
can’t keep our head in the sand.

If we are silent –we are com-
placent; if we are complacent – 
we are agreeing. THAT IS NOT 
WHAT WE MUST BE ABOUT. It 
is incumbent upon each and every 
one of us to help make the world 
a better place for our being here. 

San Carlos Area Council

By MICKEY ZEICHICK

SEE CACC, Page 7

Hardy Elementary School hosts 
annual fall carnival Nov. 4

Hardy Elementary School’s an-
nual fall carnival is just around 
the corner and preparations are 
in full swing.

The event will take place on 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
This year’s theme will be…. Let the 

Games Begin!
Attendees can enjoy hamburg-

ers and hot dogs, snow cones, 
nachos, a cake walk, craft table, 
more than a dozen games, and 
the anticipated return of Hardy’s 
scary haunted house.

Hardy Elementary School is 
located at 5420 Montezuma 
Road.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
t ion,  v i s it :  ha r dy.sa nd i-
e go u n i f i e d . o r g /a b o u t _ u s /
contact_us__hours___location.
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The Emergency Room at 
Alvarado Hospital
Medical care when you need it, at the time you want it.

At the Alvarado Hospital Emergency Room, 
you can now reserve your arrival time. Choose 
when YOU want to arrive, and potentially save 
yourself hours of waiting in our lobby. Just scan 
the QR code to access the GetCareNow page 
on our website, or visit us at 
AlvaradoHospital.com/getcarenow.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Corps to begin five-year review for Camp Elliot/East Elliot Formerly Used Defense Site 

 

Los Angeles District 

LOS ANGELES – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles District will begin its first five-year review for Camp 
Elliot-East Elliot, Munitions Response Site 01B, which is a formerly used defense site. The project number is 
J09CA006705.
More information about this site can be found at: https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Formerly-Used-De-
fense-Sites/Camp-Elliot/
Camp Elliot-East Elliot is located about 12 miles northeast of downtown San Diego. Munitions Response Site 01B compris-
es 523.3 acres and is a sub-area of the overall East Elliot MRS 01, which comprises 3,035.5 acres. Most of the 523.3-acre 
is an active landfill, known as the Sycamore Landfill.
The landfill was opened in 1962 by the County of San Diego and is permitted to remain in operation until 2045. Fencing 
around the landfill restricts access to the site and “no trespassing” signs are posted. Once the landfill has reached capacity, 
its surface will be revegetated with native plant species and the area will become part of the Mission Trails Regional Park.
Records indicate Camp Elliot was previously used by the U.S. Marine Corps for live-fire training exercises from 1942 until 
the end of World War II. During WWII, the range associated with Mission Response Site 01 was comprised of nine overlap-
ping ranges, two of which fired into Mission Response Site 01B. These include Range U and Range V, which were maneu-
ver, combat, and musketry ranges.
Following WWII and up until 1953, Camp Elliot was used as a U.S. Navy Training and Redistribution Center, where, report-
edly, live-fire training was not conducted.
The Department of Defense ended its use of the entire Camp Elliot-East Elliot area in 1960. East Elliot was declared 
surplus in 1961, and the land was transferred to the General Services Administration, or GSA. Between 1962 and 1974, 
under transferred ownership to the GSA, the land was sold to real estate developers, private parties, and municipalities.
Various investigations and removal activities were conducted at Camp Elliot-East Elliot from 1984 to 2014. In 2019, a 
decision document was prepared for the site, describing the final remediation to remove Department of Defense military 
munitions from the surface.
Los Angeles District
The Corps’ formerly used defense team continues to educate and inform the surrounding community about the potential 
dangers. The agency implemented the Explosives Safety Educational Awareness program to keep the public educated and 
informed about the potential dangers of unexploded ordnance and munitions.
The munitions response site is now under long-term management. The Corps investigates the site every five years to 
evaluate if the remedial action activities are still protecting human health and the environment. The five-year review process 
involves a technical assessment of the remediation and activities designed to inform the community about the five-year 
review process, which also allows them to provide feedback.
The technical assessment includes a site inspection and interviews with people working or living near the area and those 
with knowledge or concerns about the site’s remediation. The site inspection is scheduled for November 2023. The 
five-year review will be completed by September 2024.
The findings and conclusion of the five-year review, including recommendations, will be presented by the Corps in a 
five-year review report, which will be made available to the public after finalizing the report in the East Elliot project reposito-
ry, located at Mission Trails Regional Park Visitor’s Center and San Diego County Public Library, Santee Branch. The 
administrative record also can be found on the Corp’ project website at: https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/For-
merly-Used-Defense-Sites/Camp-Elliot/.

There is absolutely no room 
for hate in our community

During the dark of the night 
the Navajo communities were 
assaulted with antisemitic flyers 
containing ancient lies about 
the Jewish Community. When 
removed from under windshield 
wipers the flyers became nothing 
but the trash they are.

We are blessed that most of our 
community know there is no truth 
in the flyers and agree that hate 
speech has no place in this com-
munity. No one will be convinced 
by them But it was not the purpose 
of those who distributed them to 
convince anyone of anything.

I tried to understand what I 
might feel when confronted with 
such an assault. The best I could 
do is imagine myself on a trust-
ed street when I heard what I 
thought to be footsteps behind me. 
My peaceful walk would give way 
to anxiety and tension, the flight-
or-fight rush of adrenaline, in re-
action to what might be a threat. 
Of course, the fear evaporated 
when the figment of the footsteps 
proved to be only an echo.

I reacted to and recovered from 
a passing moment of my mind’s 
creation. But what if the reason 
for the anxiety continued? What 
if there was a real danger? Relief 
could never come so easily to 
those whose history included 
hundreds of years of intolerance 
that continues even after the 
Shoah.

Compelled by ignorance and 
hate, the cruel purpose of those 
who distributed the flyers was to 
make the Jewish community dis-
trustful, to frighten, to discomfort, 
to bring the community to doubt 
of their safety, to make them be-
lieve that someone is walking 
behind them, and to make them 

insecure in their neighborhood. 
This is, after all, the same horror 
that began in the 1930’s when a 
small group started the hateful 
lies and no one stepped up in de-
fense of the truth. No one can say 
it better than was said by Pastor 
Martin Niemoller:

“First they came for the com-
munists, and I did not speak out—
because I was not a communist; 
Then they came for the trade 
unionists, and I did not speak 
out—because I was not a trade 
unionist; Then they came for the 
Jews, and I did not speak out—be-
cause I was not a Jew; Then they 
came for me— and there was no 
one left to speak out for me.”

Today we cannot allow that to 
happen.

The decent and good-heart-
ed residents of the Navajo 
Communities must take our stand 
by speaking up at every opportu-
nity, whether it be by letters to our 
newspapers, calls to talk shows, 
or during social media exchanges 
and postings.

Our message to the perpetrators 
of this filth is that it will never be 
tolerated, that we will protect our 
neighbors.

Join the work of the Allied 
Gardens/Grantville Community 
Council by logging on our website 
at: aggccouncil.org and following 
the “Contact Us” link.

Allied Gardens/Grantville

By SHAIN HAUG

College Area 
Community 
Council hosting 
haunted affair 
on Oct. 25

The College Area Community 
Council is hosting a haunted af-
fair on Wednesday, Oct. 25.

The event will take place at The 
Luau, 7123 El Cajon Blvd, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

Area residents are invited if 
they dare to join in a wicked eve-
ning of mixing and mingling with 
College Area neighbors. Those at-
tending can bring their friends if 
afraid to enter alone.

SEE HAUNTED AFFAIR, Page 6
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No room for hate 
in our community

The Hebrew Bible teaches 
us many important morals, 
but there is nothing so simple 
and yet so deeply profound, as 
God’s direction that we shall 
not oppress a stranger, for we 
all know what it means to be a 
stranger, as the Israelites were 
once strangers in the Land of 
Egypt. (Exodus 23:9).

It is a direction to observe in 
others our common humanity, 
our shared experience, and our 
mutual vulnerability in one 
another. It is a principle that 
spans the world’s great reli-
gions, and it is also a matter of 
basic decency.

And yet, there are some in 
this community who instead 
have decided that common 
humanity is not their priority, 
and oppression of the stranger 
is their calling card.

They have decided to latch 
onto hateful tropes and blatant 
lies and litter on our homes and 
vehicles with hate speech-filled 
flyers. These flyers have been 
dropped in neighborhoods like 
Allied Gardens, Del Cerro, San 
Carlos, and others.

And what irks me so much 
is that these hateful people 
leave these fliers around our 
community in the most cow-
ardly way: in the middle of the 
night, in the hope that most of 
us will turn a blind eye to it. 
Their aim, though, is for some 
of our neighbors to be radical-
ized to believe these antisemitic 
messages. They do this believ-
ing the rest of us will do little 
to address this assault on our 
Jewish neighbors.

I refuse to stay quiet and let 
this continue to happen.

With rising hate crimes and 
a staggering increase in an-
tisemitic violence and rhetoric 
in San Diego, it is incumbent 
on government to respond 
with what power we have 
to protect everyone – neigh-
bor and stranger – from this 
violence.

Unfortunately, current 
law does not give our Police 
Department and City Attorney 
much leeway to stop these lit-
terers. Even with the best inves-
tigation, the only punishment 
legally available to police is an 
infraction, which does little to 
deter those who seek to instill 
a deep and abiding fear in our 
Jewish neighbors.

As a former prosecutor and 
Deputy City Attorney, I know 
well that one of the core pur-
poses of criminal law is to deter 
conduct that is counter to com-
munity morals and violates the 
rights of others.

That’s why recently, I called 
a press conference to announce 

my plan to bring an ordinance 
to the Public Safety Committee 
in the coming months that 
would make it a misdemean-
or to litter with hateful intent. 
This ordinance would make 
hateful littering punishable 
by up to a year in county jail 
and a fine.

Crafting an ordinance like 
this takes time, and I want 
to be careful to do it right so 
that it holds legal muster. I am 
working as fast as I can, how-
ever, to bring this ordinance 
through the various legal and 
procedural hurdles because 
with every new round of hate-
ful flyers, the threat of the hate 
speech turning into real acts of 
violence increases.

The painful memory of the 
2019 Poway synagogue shoot-
ing is still ever-present in the 
entire San Diego community, 
while just recently, a local rab-
bi was attacked in a random, 
senseless assault. I’ve received 
many emails and calls from 
residents, including from de-
scendants of Holocaust survi-
vors and victims, letting me 
know their fear of this hate 
escalating to real violence.

It is my duty as the 
Councilmember for District 7, 
as a steward of the communi-
ty’s safety, as a former pros-
ecutor who knows just how 
destructive hate crimes are, 
and as a devout Catholic who 
loves his neighbors, to do what 
I can to ensure this hate does 
not go unaddressed, and that 
criminal conduct does not go 
unpunished.

As German Lutheran pas-
tor Martin Niemoller warned 
us, and as is engraved on nu-
merous Holocaust memorials 
around the world, if we don’t 
speak up when they come for 
those who are different from us 
now, these people will come for 
all of us later.

To end on a positive note: let 
us not forget also the incredi-
ble humanity shown by some 
members of the community in 
the midst of this hate.

In the wake of one round 
of f lyering, two young boys, 
Devin and Nathan Schiel, 
stepped up for their commu-
nity in a major way by rid-
ing around on scooters and 
removing the f lyers. To cel-
ebrate Devin and Nathan’s 
exemplary leadership, it was 
my honor to declare August 
1, 2023 “Devin and Nathan 
Schiel Day” in the City of San 
Diego. 

—Raul Campillo represents 
District 7 on the San Diego City 
Council.

Editor’s note: This opinion 
piece was written prior to hostil-
ities breaking out last weekend in 
the Mideast.

In the community

By RAUL A. CAMPILLO

Protecting every type of 
family in every community

As prosecutors, often the hard-
est cases we face are the ones with 
victims abused by the people who 
were supposed to love and protect 
them. It is the ultimate betrayal: 
parents who harm their children, 
children who harm their elderly 
parents, and intimate partners 
who harm each other.

The betrayal in these cases is 
so severe that victims need im-
mense support to heal and re-
cover. Our Family Justice Center, 
known as Your Safe Place, pro-
vides this added level of support 
every day.

When you elected me as 
your City Attorney, one of my 
first steps was to move Your 
Safe Place out of the Police 
Department and into our office.

I made that move, because 
you have entrusted your City 
Attorney to always protect the 
most vulnerable members of 
our society, especially those 
who cannot defend themselves. 
I wanted to set the expectation 
that attorneys in my Office would 
focus on delivering both justice 
and compassion to those vulner-
able children, parents, partners, 
and spouses who had experi-
enced trauma and betrayal.

One of the strengths of our 
City is its openness and diversity; 
we understand families come in 
all shapes and sizes.

That is why we have expand-
ed the work of Your Safe Place 
from a narrow focus on domes-
tic violence to include sex traf-
ficking, sexual assault, family 
violence, and elder abuse. We 
have also expanded our layers 
of protection to include assis-
tance obtaining a Gun Violence 
Restraining Order (GVRO) to 
help keep weapons away from 
abusive individuals.

Even as we work to serve ev-
ery person with whom we make 
contact, we understand that help 
remains out of reach for many 
others.

We know there are people ex-
periencing abuse in every com-
munity across San Diego, but 
not every community has easy 
access to transportation, and not 
every victim can take time away 
from work. That is why we have 
launched the mobile clinics of 
Your Safe Place. Our dedicated 
staff is fanning out across the 

City to provide support to those 
who need it where they need it - 
in their own neighborhoods.

Bringing justice and com-
passion to those who have ex-
perienced betrayal, abuse, and 
violence is some of the most re-
warding work we do.

If you work with a communi-
ty organization or neighborhood 
group, we invite you to partner 
with us. We are actively seeking 
safe spaces in every community 
to increase access to our ser-
vices. This is your opportunity 
to bring hope and healing to 
neighbors, colleagues, friends, 
and family.

When community organiza-
tions and neighborhood insti-
tutions contact the Your Safe 
Place mobile unit, we work with 
them to find a convenient time 
for our team to visit their facil-
ities. Together, we help spread 
the word about the availability of 
our services in a manner that is 
geared toward that community’s 
comfort level. Later, we schedule 
appointments with those who 
need the support.

Our mobile clinics can help 
the members of your communi-
ty with free support services to 
anyone who has experienced do-
mestic violence, sexual assault, 
sex trafficking, family violence, 
or elder abuse. The support may 
include safety planning, legal 
help, restraining orders, immi-
gration services, housing sup-
port and protection from gun 
violence. Please consider part-
nering with us to help those in 
need in your own community.

To plan a mobile clinic visit by 
the Your Safe Place team, con-
tact Your Safe Place at (619) 533-
6000 or via email at Infoysp@
sandiego.gov.

If you believe you are in dan-
ger, contact the Your Safe Place, 
a Family Justice Center, which 
provides free comprehensive 
services to survivors of domes-
tic violence, sexual assault, sex 
trafficking, family violence, and 
elder abuse. You are not alone. 
We are here to help.

Reach the Center at 619-533-
6000 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays. 
For assistance 24 hours a day 
call 888-DV-LINKS (888-385-
4657). For emergencies, call 
911. More details are online at 
sandiego.gov/fjc.

—Mara Elliott is the City 
Attorney of San Diego.

City Attorney News

By MARA W. ELLIOTT

The evening will include a 
hauntingly festive f lare with 
Luau-styled drinks and snacks 
from other College Area eat-
eries. Attendees can come by 
to meet new friendly ghouls 

or catch up with familiar gob-
lins. Either way, they will be 
in the company of good spirits. 
Costumes are allowed if one 
chooses to dress up.

Those attending will pay $15 
per person, including one drink 
and light bites.

Tickets are available online at: 
https://bit.ly/48IHyDN.

Haunted affair
CONTINUED FROM Page 5
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FODC looks at road improvements, adding new members

The Friends of Del Cerro (FODC) 
held their annual meeting on 
Sept. 25. Each committee chair-
person gave a report on completed 
projects:

Jackie O’Connor, president of 
FODC, welcomed everyone and 
thanked Anthony Hackett, the 
Senior Community Representative 
for our District 7 Councilmember, 
Raul Campillo for attending the 
meeting. Anthony gave an update 
from Councilmember Camillo and 
if anyone has a city related issue, 
you may reach Anthony via email 
at HackettA@sandiego.gov.

Jack ie then asked the 
Committee Chairs to provide a 
brief update.

Front Porch Committee – 
David Preciado - College Avenue 
between I-8 and Del Cerro Blvd. 
Knowing there was a possibility 
the All Peoples Church would 
be approved by the City of San 
Diego which would significantly 
impact the College Avenue medi-
an, a Front Porch Committee was 
formed. The committee’s goal is to 
evaluate the impact the proposed 
deceleration lane on southbound 
College Avenue would have 
on the median. Once we know 
the outcome of the All Peoples 
Church, the committee will seek 
input from the residents of Del 
Cerro and the church, if they 
are involved, to design a viable 

upgrade to the College Avenue 
median. Other than the welcome 
to Del Cerro at the south end of 
the median, it has been about 60 
years since the median has been 
touched. There are 42 empty tree 
rings between I-8 and Del Cerro 
Blvd.

Marketing and Membership 
-Mark Allan- COVID-19 put a 
damper on membership and com-
munity activities. That is now be-
hind us, and we are now actively 
seeking new members.

Princess Del Cerro Park - -Mark 
Alan – The two major projects 
championed by the FODC was the 
repaving of the basketball court by 
the City of San Diego and install-
ing new backboards on the basket-
ball court donated by the FODC.

Community Relations – Jay 
Wilson – The concentration has 
been with SDSU and their prop-
erty at Adobe Falls. We were 
asked by the SDSU administra-
tion to submit a proposal for the 
development of an agricultural 
demonstration project for a por-
tion of their Adobe Falls property 
which they would oversee. A pro-
posal was submitted, and we are 
awaiting a response.

Crime and Safety/Neighborhood 
Watch – Bob Hickman – The com-
mittee is continuing to install new 
Neighborhood Watch signs and 
working on establishing new 
Neighborhood Watch groups. If 
you are interested in establish-
ing Neighborhood Watch in your 
neighborhood, please contact me 
at info@friendsofdelcerro.org.

Del Cerro History - Jane 
Flofkorn – I am actively seeking 
input from long-time residents of 
Del Cerro to help expand the his-
torical “Chronicles of Del Cerro” 
section on our website. If you 
have an interesting story about 
the history of Del Cerro, contact 
me at info@friendsofdelcerro.org.

Three Friends of Del Cerro were 
reelected to the board; Mark Alan, 

Jay Wilson and Dr. Eric Frost.
Under Public Comment a 

Del Cerro resident residing on 
Lambda Drive (the back entrance 
to Hearst Elementary) comment-
ed on the on-going issue with 
speeding cars and the impact to 
the residents regarding the drop 
off and pick-up of a large number 
of students through the back gate 
of Hearst.

FODC agreed to work through 
Councilmember Raul Campillo’s 
office to ensure all possible solu-
tions will be examined.

O’Connor closed the meeting by 
encouraging everyone to check 
out the FODC website at friend-
sofdelcerro.org and let us hear 
from you.

Email us at info@friendsof-
delcerro.org.

Friends of  Del Cerro

By JAY WILSON

We must accept and embrace our 
differences.

Antisemitism has historically 
spiked in times of fear and uncer-
tainty, but this most recent up-
tick in antisemitic practices and 
expressions has reached a new 
quality––in part due to its pres-
ence in social, civic, and political 
institutions in the United States 
and abroad.

According to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, antisemitism is 
a central feature of the white power 
movement, with Jewish people cast 
as all-powerful manipulators who 
use Black people and other non-
white persons to challenge white 
social and political dominance.

We can’t have our heads in the 
sand, we need to know what’s out 
there. If the intention is to make 
the Jewish people in our neighbor-
hoods feel more proud and more 
connected to our neighbors, they 
far surpassed their goal.”

CACC
CONTINUED FROM Page 4

2023 Lake Jennings photo 
contest winners take shape

Helix Water District recently announced the winners of the 2023 Lake Jennings 
Photo Contest, with this year’s first place in the adult category going to 
photographer Billy Ortiz of Lakeside for his image “Reflection.” Now in its 12th 
year, the contest drew 60 photos from photographers throughout San Diego 
County.  This year’s entries highlighted the unique beauty and experiences 
the lake offers. Submitted photographs included images of camping, fishing, 
hiking, wildlife and some of the spectacular views at Lake Jennings. The 
contest was open for photos taken between March 1 and Aug. 31. See more at: 
sdnews.com/2023-lake-jennings-photo-contest-winners-take-shape/,
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health and safety of our campus 
community and takes reports of 
alleged misconduct seriously,” the 
email read.

Students showed mixed reactions 
for the mass fraternity suspension, 

but some are unsure of what trans-
gression the organizations made.

“I think it’s crazy that seven got 
suspended all at the same time. I 
saw a guy with a ‘free SDSU’ shirt 
on,” Jack Swinson, a third-year in-
ternational business major, said. 
“I’m in Alpha Epsilon Pi, we didn’t 
get suspended. It is nice that we 
didn’t get suspended, and I’m not 

sure why (the seven fraternities) 
got suspended.”

These suspensions all come 
following the end of SDSU’s “dry 
period,” which lasts from Aug. 1 
to Oct. 1 every academic year.

During the dry period, all events 
held by recognized student organi-
zations must be drug and alcohol 
free, according to SDSU’s website. 

“I honestly saw it coming, espe-
cially since Oct. 1. is a really big 
deal in the Greek Life community,” 
said Madeline Eikamp, a senior po-
litical science major and member 
of the Gamma Phi Beta sorority. “I 
wasn’t really surprised.”

Once the investigation has con-
cluded, a letter detailing the uni-
versity’s decisions will be posted 

on SDSU’s Organizational Policy 
and Misconduct page.

This story is ongoing.

Editor’s note: Eugenie Budnik 
is news editor with SDSU’s Daily 
Aztec. You can see more of her 
work at: https://thedailyaztec.com/
staff_name/eugenie-budnik/.

Investigation
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

Seasonal activities started to crop up with switch from summer to fall
By KAREN AUSTIN

As the College Area got ready 
to shift from summer to fall, sea-
sonal activities started to crop up.

The College Area Community 
Garden (CACG) hosted its Fall Seed 
Swap last month. Community 
members with seeds and seedlings 
to share, swapped many types of 
vegetables and herbs, including 
common ones like celery, radish-
es, parsley and dill, and somewhat 
uncommon types like purple long 
beans, orange tender sweet water-
melon and Portuguese kale.

In addition to facilitating a seed 
swap among participants, the 
event was a great opportunity for 
both experienced and beginning 
gardeners to tour the CACG which 
was established in 2013 as an or-
ganic garden and urban farm.

Operating as a non-profit on pri-
vately owned land near San Diego 
State University, the organization 
is guided by a volunteer board of 
directors. Working in partnership 
with SDSU Associated Students, 
faculty and staff, the CACG is de-
voted to growing healthy food, 
teaching and conducting research 
on the principles of sustainable 
urban agriculture and fostering 
connections among local resi-
dents and with the University.

Members of the University 
Heights Garden Club, Lemon 
Grove Garden & Nature Club, 
Mission Hills Garden Club, Master 
Gardeners and Master Preservers 
of San Diego County assisted in 
the day by leading classes such 
as Seed Starting 101 and Top Ten 
Tips for Pest Management. Both 
provided valuable information to 
better ensure seed-swappers could 
successfully grow what they took 
home from the event and ulti-
mately harvest healthy food for 
personal consumption.

“Ask a Master Gardener” was an-
other great benefit for those attend-
ing the event. Many participants 
stopped by the help desk to ask 
questions about gardening needs 
and problems. Volunteers also 
worked with children at a Discovery 
Station with microscopes, magnify-
ing glasses and coloring pages.

The CACG has an attractive 
network of raised bed garden plots 
which can be rented for personal 
use. An application is available on 
the website. According to Deanna 
Chandra, president of the CACG, 
there are many other ways to be 
involved at the garden. Volunteer 
Work Days take place on the fourth 
Saturday of each month. Free and 
low-cost classes are also routine-
ly offered. Introduction to Garden 
Photography with Victor Santos, 

whose current projects include 
work for the Audubon Society 
and Master Gardener Photography 
Initiative, will be held at the gar-
den from 10 a.m. to noon on Oct. 
29. You can access more informa-
tion about opportunities and sign-
up for the organization’s email 
newsletter on the CACG website, 
at collegeareagarden.org.

ALVARADO ESTATES
By KAREN AUSTIN

The AE History and Anniversary 
Committee produced a second cele-
bration in recognition of the neigh-
borhood’s 75th Anniversary.

It was a very-well attended event 
by some 80 residents, who enjoyed 
a spectacular home tour and gar-
den party. On the driveway when 
they arrived was a 1956 Ford 
Fairlane Victoria from the same 
year the house was built for the 
Aminoff family. Many thanks to 
El Cerrito resident Bethany Heintz, 
who perfectly positioned her iconic 
turquoise and white vintage car 
named “Vicky,” for all to enjoy.

Residents toured the inside of 
the home, which includes a sunk-
en living room with built-in seat-
ing, some original terrazzo floor 
tiles, and floor-to-ceiling glass 
doors with clerestory windows, 
which are a classic Mid-Century 
Modern (MCM) design element to 
connect inside and outside spaces. 
Then they continued out to the ex-
pansive garden where there were 
a number of seating areas, a clas-
sic kidney-shaped pool, a decorat-
ed bar and food service area, and, 
of course, tiki-torches all around.

History Committee members 
provided homemade foods typical 
of the Pacific Islands to match the 
party theme, which was inspired 
by architectural elements of the 
home. After some social time, the 
homeowner spoke with the group 
about how he and his wife found 
their lovely home and worked to 
sensitively remodel it to have con-
temporary conveniences while 
maintaining its MCM design.

Two special presenters also 
spoke to the group.

The first was James Wheeler 
who is the son of the late Richard 
George Wheeler, the architect 
who designed this featured home. 
The third of three generations of 
Wheeler architects, he shared 
about his father’s work to become 
a renowned San Diego architect in 
the 1950s through 70s and also 
about him as a father and fami-
ly man. We were all grateful for 
his participation in the event and 
very touched by his remarks.

Keith York from Modern San 
Diego, one of the region’s foremost 

architectural historians, also 
took part. We greatly appreciat-
ed that he took time to share his 
knowledge of MCM architecture 
and design with us, and about 
the significant contributions 
Richard George Wheeler made 
to San Diego’s built modernist 
architectural history, including 
at least three homes he designed 
in Alvarado Estates. For more on 
San Diego MCM architecture go 
to modernsandiego.com.

Many thanks to our speakers 
and to our History Committee 
members for their ongoing ef-
forts to organize and host this and 
other events in recognition of our 
75th Anniversary.

Our next AE community-build-
ing event will be our annual 
Halloween party. Thanks to the AE 
Social Committee for planning this 
very fun and festive seasonal activ-
ity. Both children and adults living 
in the neighborhood love to dress 
up in Halloween costumes, take 
part in the highly anticipated cake 
walk, and play a variety of games 
to “win” candy and little surprises.

BAJA CANYON
By SANDEE BASS

I have been a resident of the 
Baja Canyon neighborhood for the 
past 11 years and I am the new 
representative for our neighbor-
hood on the CACC board.

I am a working artist, with an 
open studio that keeps me very 
busy. I have two grown daughters, 
two granddaughters and two el-
derly dogs.

I’ve always loved this neighbor-
hood. I love the close distance to all 
the freeways, the hustle and bus-
tle around the school, and all the 
restaurants and businesses, new 
and old. Of course, I was thrilled 
when they opened a brand-new 
Trader Joe’s and all the new restau-
rants at College and Montezuma.

I am a bit bothered about all 
the new ADU units popping up 
throughout the neighborhood and 

the current construction projects 
replacing sewers and water pipes. 
I appreciate the infrastructure im-
provements, but the disruption 
has been going on for almost two 
years and doesn’t seem to be end-
ing anytime soon.

I’m excited to attend the College 
Area Community Council meet-
ings, and to finding out more 
about the workings of the whole 
College Area and how I can help to 
represent the interest of residents 
living in the Baja Canyon area.

EL CERRITO
By LAURA RIEBAU

The El Cerrito Community 
Council's September monthly 
meeting included a presentation 
by Diego Gutierrez, the inter-
im principal at Crawford High 
School.

He informed us that Dr. Froylan 
Villanueva, well-respected and 
liked by the community, has left his 
position as principal and the school 
is getting a new principal soon. The 
school has several challenges, one 
being that over 60 languages are 
spoken by the students, as the 
school is where many immigrant 
and refugee children are placed. 
The school is also a low-performing 
school, though some students do 
excel and get scholarships to great 
colleges. After many years of con-
struction on the sports fields and 
main building, the school recently 
had a reopening ceremony of the 
beautiful, updated campus. The 
sports fields are being used more 
than ever and the opening of the 
parking lot is great for team players 
and attendees.

The ribbon cutting and dedica-
tion for The Little Flower's beauti-
ful new storefront improvements 
and mural was held on Sept. 30.

Owners, Maria and Dale Grimm, 
received storefront improvement 
funding, supplemented by a do-
nation from the College Area 
Community Council. The result-
ing mural is a pretty new look for 

the storefront and a great public 
art piece for the community. Jim 
Schneider, executive director of 
the College Area Business District, 
was instrumental in facilitating 
the mural installation, organiz-
ing the dedication event and ar-
ranging refreshments from local 
businesses, including Scrimshaw 
Coffee, Woodstock Pizza and 
Cravory Cookies. Our District 9 
City Councilmember, Sean Elo-
Rivera, presented certificates of ap-
preciation to Maria and Dale and 
Isabel Halpern, the Mural Program 
Manager for ArtReach. ArtReach 
is dedicated to introducing San 
Diego students to their own artistic 
side by providing art programs in 
schools which have limited fund-
ing. The Mural Program allows 
groups and neighbors to get to-
gether to create something beauti-
ful. More on ArtReach is available 
at: artreachsandiego.org.

Maria and Dale recently 
sold their business to Lauren 
Kimmons, who will be reopening 
a remodeled Little Flower mid-Oc-
tober. The address is 5547 El Cajon 
Blvd, at the southwest corner of 
the 56th Street intersection. In ad-
dition to all the beautiful arrange-
ments and florist services, Lauren 
is adding bouquets and unique 
gifts and cards to the store's se-
lection, which is conveniently lo-
cated next door to her other great 
business, Pop-Up Picnic Co. Stop 
by soon to see what's new and say 
hello to Lauren and her family 
members as you shop at the stores.

A Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon/
High Intensity Activated Crosswalk 
"HAWK" traffic signal for the 58th 
& El Cajon Blvd. intersection has 
been fully funded and construc-
tion should begin soon, with a 
completion date next year. The 
HAWK was first added as a Capital 
Improvement Project by Georgette 
Gomez with other HAWK cross-
walk sites along El Cajon Blvd in 
District 9. The technology has 
improved during the wait time, so 
our signal will be better than when 
first imagined. The signal will al-
low pedestrians to more safely cross 
this intersection, without it being 
a full traffic signal. It will make 
the El Cerrito neighborhood more 
walkable. You can find more infor-
mation about this type of signal at: 
sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/leg-
acy/tsw/pdf/pedestrianhybridbea-
con.pdf as well on the project itself 
at: cipapp.sandiego.gov/CIPDetail.
aspx?ID=B22000.

As part of the neighborhood’s 75th Anniversary Home Tour and Tiki Garden 
Party, a group of History Committee members and other Alvarado Estates 
residents pose with “Vicky,” a 1956 Ford Fairlane Victoria which added 
vintage flare in front of the featured home which was designed by architect 
Richard George Wheeler and built in 1956. (Courtesy photo)

SEE FULL STORY AT:
https://sdnews.com/seasonal- 
activities-started-to-crop-up- 

with-switch-from-summer-to-fall/
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Locally Made 
Award-Winning Wine

WINES AVAILABLE BY THE 
GLASS, FLIGHT & BOTTLE

LIVE MUSIC
FOOD TRUCKS

TRIVIA AND MORE!

Open Thursday - Sunday
8167 Center St., La Mesa

619.741.0700  /  LaMesaWineWorks.com

Book Your 
Holiday Party 

Today!
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Monthly . Bi-Weekly . 1 Time
Sprinkler Repair

Locally owned Since 1985

Call Billy For A FREE Estimate

619-469-6244
Call Billy For A FREE Estimate

619-469-6244

W.F Smith Lawn MaintenanceW.F Smith Lawn Maintenance
Monthly . Bi-Weekly . 1 Time

Sprinkler Repair
Locally owned Since 1985

619-650-7762
relaxologysd.com

6403 Mission Gorge Rd Ste. A
San Diego

• Traditiional Full Body Massage
• Table Shower Massage
• Hot Rocks
• Couple Massage

We're open
7 days a week!

10am to 8pm

Electricial
Construction

Residential & Commercial

Mike Corlett Owner
Locally Owned & Operated

619-776-7134
Lic. #858862

mikecorlett@hotmail.com

Donate your car to the
CARS FOR KIDS program

• Complete automotive maintenance and repair
• Early bird / Night drop off service
• ASE Master Certified Technicians
• Complimentary shuttle service
• 36 month / 36K mile warranty
• AAA Approved facility

6267 Riverdale St. San Diego 92120
619-280-9315 • johnsautomotivecare.com

2
0

2
2 MISSION TIMES 

COURIER

2
0

2
2 MISSION TIMES 

COURIER

You don't need to
think about your ads.

Call or text Heather to make
your ad campaigns easy!

951-296-7794 �  hfine@sdnews.com

You don't need to
think about your ads.
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$5.00 OFF $20.00 or More! 
Valid at the Navajo Location Only     Exp. 11-09-23 

We Have In-Door & Out Door Dining

1010

Apple 
Apple (No Sugar Added) 
Cherry 
French Apple 
 

Peach 
Rhubarb 
Custard 
Lemon Meringue 
 

Banana Cream 
Chocolate Cream 
Coconut Cream 
Double Cream Blueberry 
Double Cream Lemon 

German Chocolate 
Pumpkin 
Razzleberry 
Razzleberry (No Sugar Added) 
 

Chocolate Satin 
Cream Cheese 
Kahula Cream Cheese 

Lemon Cream Cheese 
Keylime 

12

14

10

Monday - Sunday 11AM - 8PM 
 6950 Alvarado San Diego 

 619-465-1910 

WE ARE 
BACK AND  
BOOMING! 
PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

The Boxing Crab serves Louisiana/
Cajun seafood boils and more

Walk in the door of The Boxing 
Crab and immediately be greeted 
by a server who rips a large swath 
of paper from a giant roll to cover 
your table, guides you to a vacant 
booth and hands you a few plastic 
bibs. Being that different seafoods 
are cooked and the contents are 
dumped on the table for easy ac-
cess, this protects everyone from 
potential and inevitable messes.

Welcome to the time-honored 
tradition of a Seafood Boil.

A Seafood Boil hails from coast-
al areas in the eastern and south-
ern USA and generally denotes 
a meal based around shellfish, 
potatoes and corn boiled in a sin-
gle pot.

The Louisiana style is a spicy 
version with cayenne, paprika, 
lemon, onion, and garlic the main 
spices. Put on a bib and don’t be 
afraid to get your hands dirty. 
Cool off your palate with an icy 
drink-usually a beer, but you can 
also try a flavored Soju- a Korean 
distilled alcoholic beverage. (Just a 
word of caution, these can be high 
in alcohol, so pace yourself.)

The Boxing Crab, new to the 
College area, offers a “Choose Your 
Seafood Boil;” of King Crab Legs, 
Snow Crab Legs, Whole Blue Crabs, 
Dungeness Clusters, Manila Clams, 
Mediterranean Mussels, Shrimp, 
Crawfish, and Lobster Tails, all de-
pending on the seasons. “Choose 

Your Seafood Combos” where you 
can combine seafoods.

There are a variety of choices 
of “How you like it” sauces such 
as Cajun, Cajun Garlic Butter, 
Cajun Lemon Pepper, One N’ Only 
Sauce which is tangy and savory 
and perfectly complements the 
shrimp and crab. A disclaimer 
on the menu reads “If you can-
not handle spicy, please try mild 
first”. Spicy levels range from Mile 
to Hella Spicy and KO.

For a taste of Cajun food, try the 
Gumbo, filled with roasted chick-
en, shrimp, crawfish and sausag-
es. Just add hot sauce to please 
your palate.

Choose “I Like it Fried” and try 
some Cajun-style side dishes such 
as Cajun Fries, Sweet Potato Fries 
or Cajun Waffle Fries

Drinks offered are a multi-cul-
tural array. Soju, a Korean dis-
tilled alcoholic beverage which 
comes in different flavors such 
as Peach, Lychee, Grapefruit 
or Peach Mango. A Mexican 
Sangria, Mexican Coke or Jarritos 
Mandarin Soda represents South 
of the Border refreshments. 
Japanese beers as well as local 
San Diego and USA brews can cool 
your palate.

No need to worry about get-
ting messy, they have washing 
stations, plastic gloves, bibs and 
plenty of napkins.

Located at 6663 El Cajon Blvd., 
phone (619) 467-7290, they are 
open daily from 12 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
(9:30 p.m. on weekends).

See their menu at: boxingcr-
ab.com.

What’s on the menu?

By ROBIN DOHRN-SIMPSON

Are you ready for a seafood boil and more? (Photo credit: Yelp)

Everest and Aurora Bunch are all smiles during a recent visit to the San 
Carlos Community Garden. (Courtesy photo)

Planning for a new season 
with the San Carlos 
Community Garden

As the months turn from sum-
mer to fall in San Diego, the San 
Carlos Community Garden has 
begun to prepare for the leaves 
to change. From engaging work-
shops, fruitful produce and var-
ious community events, there’s 
boundless opportunities to har-
vest community and crops.

Tiffanie Glaze, husband Robert 
Bunch, and daughters Everest 
and Aurora Bunch, have had 
a plot at the SCCG for the past 
two months. The endeavor has 
become a beloved and engaging 
family event.

“It’s been a dream of mine to 
have a vegetable garden and it 
wasn’t going to be possible in 
my home,” Glaze explained. 
“Over the last couple years, I 

In the garden

By JESSICA MILLS

SEE SCCG, Page 14
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Take  Taco Tuesday To A New Level!

TACO TUESDAY 
Served Until 8PM
TJ Taco Special!
$1.50
Crispy Potatoe Taco
$1.75
Pollo Asado . Al Pastor. 
Carnitas
$1.99
Carna Asada.
Fish Soft Taco

Mon - Fri - 7AM - 10PM 
Sat - 9AM - 10PM  Sun.  9AM - 8PM
Delivery - 9AM - 10PM
619-229-1840
5149 Waring Rd
(located in the Grocery Outlet Center)Op

en
 7 

Da
ys

Buy One Bean & Cheese Burrito
Get Second One 1/2 OFF!

619.269.2828
cracktacoshop.com

SAN DIEGO
4242 CAMINO DEL RIO NORTH
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Ask About Our Taco Tuesday Special!

You don't need to
think about your ads.

Call or text Heather to make
your ad campaigns easy!

951-296-7794 �  hfine@sdnews.com

You don't need to
think about your ads.

Two candidates vie for District 4 Supervisor seat in Nov. 7 election
By DAVE THOMAS

In an August special primary 
election to fill District 4’s vacant 
supervisor seat (Nathan Fletcher 
resigned in May) for t he remain-
der of the current term end-
ing in January 2027, Democrat 
Monica Montgomery Steppe 
and Republican Amy Reichert 
emerged as the top two vote get-
ters, respectively. As such, the two 
now face off in the Nov. 7 runoff 
election.

The district represents the near-
ly 700,000 residents of county 
District 4 — making up central 
San Diego neighborhoods such 
as the College Area, Clairemont 
and City Heights, as well as the 
cities of La Mesa, Lemon Grove 
and beyond.

Mission Times Courier/College 
Times Courier caught up recently 
with the candidates via email for 
a Q&A.

The candidates were given the 
same questions to respond to.

MTC: Gas, food, electric, rent 
and more continue going up for 
many San Diegans. What are 
some solutions you would pro-
pose if elected to the District 4 
Supervisor seat to help locals deal 
with such increases?

Montgomery Steppe: The 
County of San Diego has a budget 
over $8 billion, and has the re-
sponsibility of addressing human 
services in addition to other gov-
ernment mandates. The folks we 
elect as County Supervisors should 
have the experience and compe-
tence worthy of such a big respon-
sibility at a time when San Diegans 
need support more than ever.

I grew up in this District and 
see how the high cost of living 
is hurting folks. I hear every day 
about concerns of homelessness 
and housing costs, and the cost 
of living is the thread between 
most of these concerns. While the 

communities in this District and 
others have a great need for more 
affordable housing, displacement 
and the current cost of housing is 
a risk for families.

In my time on the San Diego 
City Council, I have advocated 
for many actions that would help 
address these costs. I voted in 
support of creation of San Diego 
Community Power to bring com-
petition and lower prices to the 
electricity service in our region 
for the first time (and was the first 
woman to sit on the Board).

As a board member of MTS, 
I voted to adopt free Youth 
Opportunity Passes, along with 
a mid-year adjustment for passes 
for foster youth. Eliminating fi-
nancial barriers to public transit 
is a benefit for youth in our region 
who can not afford a car to get to 
school and work.

I also recently voted to oppose 
water rate increases at the City 
of San Diego. While I understand 
the costs to provide that service 
have risen, we must do better to 
ensure rising costs don’t have an 
outsized impact on our neighbors 
that are least able to afford living 
in San Diego.

And while we don’t control gas 
prices at the local level, we must 
use our budget and our influence 
as the second largest County in 
California to affect changes at the 
State and federal level and bring 
additional dollars to our region.

Reichert: So many of these 
issues are caused by bad govern-
ment policy.

California has the highest gas 
tax in the nation, over 400,000 
county residents are severe-
ly rent-burdened, and to make 
matters worse the San Diego City 
Council recently increased water 
rates by 20%. If the government 
would simply get out of the way 
on these issues, San Diegans 
wouldn’t be suffering.

One example is the State of 
California partnering with ener-
gy companies to charge people for 
electricity based on their income, 
including those who have solar. 
This is just another reason people 
are fleeing our County, because 
they cannot afford it.

We need practical solutions that 
won’t hurt people here and now.

Currently, we are taxing people 
out of California. I was once a sin-
gle mom who raised children in 
this county and I know challenges 
firsthand. I will work on real solu-
tions that address the root caus-
es and make sure government is 
providing real solutions and not 
broken promises.

MTC: Do you worry about too 
many local businesses moving out 
of the area or going out of business 
because costs in general to run a 
business continue to climb? If this 
happens, what is the impact on 
the overall San Diego economy?

Montgomery Steppe: San 
Diego is a region made up of most-
ly small businesses. My parents 
are both entrepreneurs that have 
managed to create and maintain 
successful small businesses here 
in District 4, but I have seen the 
struggles they have gone through 
to stay in business over the years. 
I have also been a small business 
owner, and understand how diffi-
cult it is and the blind spot many 
politicians have for the issues.

In the City, I established the 
Strategic Alliance of Ethnic 
Chambers which is composed of 
the Asian Business Association of 
San Diego, the Central San Diego 
Black Chamber of Commerce, and 
the San Diego County Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce. Together 
the organizations represent tens 
of thousands of local business-
es throughout the region. The 
alliance was critical in provid-
ing financial assistance to small 
and disadvantaged minority 

businesses in low and moder-
ate-income, census tracts, Promise 
Zones, and Opportunity Zones.

I will continue to leverage the 
alliance to assist in providing the 
needed capital and resources to 
help our existing businesses thrive 
and new businesses succeed.

Reichert: I am a lifelong San 
Diegan and I noticed the sudden 
steep decline of San Diego with-
in the past five years. In fact, this 
seems to be the one issue that 
Democrats, Republicans and 
Independents agrees on. The 
elected officials that have gotten 
us into this mess have failed us. 
Roads in the City of San Diego are 
crumbling. The City of San Diego 
has a projected deficit of $350 
million. Beware of anyone run-
ning for County Supervisor who 
says they want to spend County 
reserves and lead us into the same 
disastrous conditions in the City 
of San Diego where roads are rid-
dled with potholes, downtown 
businesses lock their doors during 
business hours and businesses are 
fleeing because they cannot guar-
antee the safety of their employees 
or their customers. As I have do-
ne in the past three years, I will 
continue to stand up for our small 
businesses and make sure they 
are not burdened by higher taxes 
that are passed on to San Diegans.

MTC: Many roads in San Diego 
are in dire need of attention. What 

solutions do you have to improve 
road infrastructure in District 4?

Montgomery Steppe: Paving 
roads is the responsibility of the 
County for the unincorporated ar-
eas of District 4, and is the City’s 
responsibility for the incorporated 
areas.

As Chair of the City’s budget 
committee chair, I voted for histor-
ic investments to have our streets 
paved to the tune of over $100 
million. Prior to being the bud-
get chair, I championed driving 
investment to pave our roads in 
older communities for roads that 
had been neglected for decades. 
This is because I know first hand 
the backlog of repair and mainte-
nance and the shortfall in funding.

In times of scarcity, there is the 
incentive in government budget-
ing to opt for lower cost repairs that 
don’t last as long so over time end 
up being more costly. However, I 
have a record of prioritizing street 
repair and paving, and I will con-
tinue to do so at the County.

Reichert: Keeping our roads 
safe and maintained is a top pri-
ority. The County of San Diego 
oversees the maintenance and 
is responsible for the roads in the 
unincorporated areas while the 
City of San Diego is responsible 
for the notoriously potholed roads 
within its jurisdiction.

SEE DISTRICT 4 Q&A, Page 13
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~Fresh Produce

~Meat Market

~Baked Goods

~Full Service Deli

~Beer & Wine

~Nutritional

6386 Del Cerro Blvd.
619.287.1400

OPEN: 
Sunday 9am-8pm

Monday-Saturday 8am-9pm

Voted Best
~Health Food Store

~Vitamin/Supplement Store
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Will you get a trick or treat this Halloween?

With shorter days and the smell of pumpkin spice in the air, Halloween can’t be far away. From black cats to decorated 
homes and more, Halloween is a big day for many in the area. (Courtesy photos)
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619-246-2003 
Veteran Owned & Operated

Grand Opening New La Mesa Care Home 
We are excited to announce that Silverlight Homes of La Mesa will be  
joining the Right Choice Senior Living network of Assisted Living  
Care Home Communities.  
• Beautiful La Mesa Neighborhood Close to ALL  
• Small Intimate Homelike setting • Experienced Team since 2008 
• Reasonable Visitation Accommodations  
• For photos, video tours please visit: silverlighthomesllc.com 

Full Service Assisted Living  
Rates Starting at $165 a day. 

rightchoiceseniorliving.org

We are saving families  
thousands of $ per month

NOW HIRING CAREGIVERS CALL NOW

RIGHT 
CHOICE 

SENIOR LIVING 

Make the Right Choice Senior Living
Established in early 2008, Jean Brooks (UCSD Graduate) and Todd Brooks (Air Force Veteran, US Air Force 
Academy Graduate) had the desire to develop Assisted Living Care Homes and Services for seniors that are a 
cut above the rest at fair & competitive rates. Right Choice Senior Living has Residential Care Homes located in 
highly desirable neighborhoods close to UCSD, La Jolla, Pacific Beach, Clairemont (Mount Street Area) medi-
cal facilities and the beach. Come see us today before making your final choice. Make the Right Choice Today.
We are excited to announce that Silverlight Homes of La Mesa will be joining the Right Choice Senior Living 
network of Assisted Living Care Home Communities.
Beautiful La Mesa Neighborhood Close to ALL,Small Intimate Homelike setting,Reasonable Visitation & 
Outings, Accommodations & Experienced Team since 2008 For photos, video tours please visit. https://silver-
lighthomesllc.com/
For more info call (619) 246-2003 or go to the www.rightchoiceniorliving.org.
NOW HIRING CAREGIVERS! CALL NOW!

Senior LivingSenior Living

Main (858) 565-5800 | Toll Free (800) 696-0136 | sdvote.com |  @sdvote #SDVOTE

YOUR VOTING OPTIONS:

MAIL IT.

DROP IT. 

VISIT. 

Complete your ballot in the comfort of your home. Sign and date 
your return envelope, seal your completed ballot inside, and return it 
through the U.S. Postal Service – no stamp needed!

Return your ballot to any of the Registrar’s official ballot drop boxes 
around the county through Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 7.

Avoid long lines by taking advantage of early voting!  
Starting Saturday, Oct. 28, select vote centers will be open daily  
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
On Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 7, all vote centers will be open  
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Find a ballot drop box or vote center near you at sdvote.com

POR CORREO. VISITE.DEPOSÍTELA. GỞI ĐI.  ĐẾN NƠI.NỘP LẠI. IPAKOREO ITO. BUMISITA.IHULOG ITO.

VOTE!
MORE DAYS. MORE WAYS.

2023 Special Elections.
Only registered voters residing in the Fourth Supervisorial District,  

City of Chula Vista, Fallbrook Public Utility District, and Rainbow Municipal 
Water District are eligible to participate in the election. 

VOTE CENTERS OPEN: Oct. 28 through Nov. 7

I am committed to ensuring 
road safety by making sure tax 
dollars are spent on road improve-
ment. It does not make sense to 
spend more money on bike lanes 
when the roads are not safe for 
bicycles because they are riddled 
with potholes. Right now, over 
2/3rds of Transnet dollars are go-
ing to public transit and bike lanes, 
that’s millions and millions of dol-
lars that should be going to roads.

We need a balanced transpor-
tation plan, but right now there is 
a movement to punish those who 
are driving, which make up 96% 
of the population.

MTC: Homelessness continues 
to be an issue whenever we chat. 
A. Are elected officials in San 
Diego doing enough to tackle this 
major issue? B. Where do you 
draw the line between allowing 
people to be homeless and issuing 
them citations for parking, camp-
ing out in neighborhoods for days 
at a time etc.? C. What message do 
you have for those District 4 resi-
dents fed up with homeless issues 
right in their neighborhoods?

Montgomery Steppe: First, I 
did not vote in support of the re-
cent Unsafe Camping Ordinance 
passed by the City of San Diego 
and with other cities in the region 
following suit (aka the camping 
ban). It is votes like these that are 
a true test of what it means to be 
an elected official who does the 
hard work to understand an issue 
from all perspectives and stand by 
a difficult vote.

The reason I voted against it is 
that I felt it was both bad policy 
and also not how we should treat 
our fellow humans. We MUST ad-
dress the homelessness issue and 
do better. But all the camping ban 
will do (and is already doing) is 
driving our unhoused folks to the 
neighborhoods, including many 
in District 4, away from the urban 
core where they are farther from 
services that can help them.

As we heard from many home-
less service providers who also 
opposed the camping ban, we 

must continue to provide more 
shelters and permanent support-
ive housing for our unsheltered 
neighbors, while we pursue more 
affordable housing development. 
The County needs to put resources 
towards these solutions, period. 
Criminalizing homelessness, es-
pecially when a disproportionate 
amount of unhoused San Diegans 
are black and brown people, with-
out providing a sufficient amount 
of shelter is not the solution.

Homelessness is the number one 
issue on most people’s minds, but 
homeless youth are under count-
ed and rarely part of the conver-
sation. Local school districts have 
estimated there to be up to 20,000 
homeless youth in the region – but 
they aren’t included in the Point 
In Time Count or most of the tools 
and resources and programs cre-
ated to address homelessness. This 
lack of data is a huge problem I am 
committed to solving, and I have 
and will continue to champion 
changing the Point In Time Count 
and/or partnering with the school 
districts to get a more holistic pic-
ture of the issue. We cannot fight 
what we cannot see.

The data we do have – from 
the Regional Task Force on 
Homelessness – shows for ev-
ery 10 people who make it out 
of homelessness, 13 experience 
homelessness for the first time. 
This has put prevention at the 
forefront of our policy-making 
needs. These policies include 
tenant protections, subsidies, and 
other solutions I have a proven re-
cord of championing.

Despite the rhetoric we hear, 
it's not that our unhoused neigh-
bors reject help when offered, it's 
more common that the help isn’t 
available when it's needed. One 
key missing piece is the proper 
staffing for service providers and 
case managers. I would champion 
a partnership with our communi-
ty college districts to subsidize tu-
ition for students studying social 
service majors in exchange for job 
placement within our communi-
ty-based homelessness and men-
tal health and addiction service 

District 4 Q&A
CONTINUED FROM Page 11

SEE DISTRICT 4 Q&A, Page 15
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LOOKING TO RENT
Quiet, responsible female (long-time 
editor) seeks studio or one-bedroom 
downstairs apartment to rent starting Nov. 
8. Laurie Gibson (858) 635-1233 voice 
only.

SERVICE
BATHTUBS REFINISHED like new with-
out removal. Bathtubs-Kitchen Sinks-Wash-
basins. Fiberglass and Porcelain. Over 25 
years in San Carlos. Lic.#560438. 619-464-
5141 (07/16)

Keith Everett Construction & Handyman 
Services. All phases of home remod-
eling & repair. Specialty in all types of 
fencing, decks & patio covers. No job to 
small. Senior discounts. Lic. #878703. 
619-540-3963

619-583-7963
idealservice.com 

5161 Waring Rd, San Diego 

CA License #348810

SERVICE DIRECTORY

www.beelinebrakes.com

2938 GARNET AVE., PACIFIC BEACH

(858) 273-2411

Bee Line
• BRAKES • 
• ALIGNMENT •  
• A/C SERVICE •
• 30/60/90K Maintenance • 

SINCE 1947

10% OFF 
W/ THIS AD

(UP TO $50 MAX FOR DISCOUNT) 
(excludes oil changes and  

OE Parts & Labor) May not be  
combined with any other offer.

AUTOMOTIVE

Cleaning Service
by Cecilia Sanchez

Family owned & operated
15 years experience.

Office, residential &
vacancy cleanings 

#1 vacation 
rental experts 

Free estimates
& excellent 
references

(619) 
248-5238

619-677-6523

WHERE YOU ARE  
TREATED LIKE ROYALTY!

Must mention ad. Some restrictions apply.

Or visit our website at 
www.service-kings.com

25% OFF Tile & Grout Cleaning 
25% OFF restretching or carpet repairs

Cleaning Carpet, Tile,  
Upholstery for over 28 years.

CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL

3 
ROOMS $129

SAVE $45

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Handyman with 

30 years experience

Many Skills

Hourly or Bid

Prompt, Affordable, 
Professional

Insured

Ask for Bob
619-742-0446

Non-licensed

WINDOW CLEANING

Full-length stories 

Online updates 

Comments 

Event calendars 

and more! 
  
sdnews.com

B i l l  Harper  Plum b i ng . com
Licenced Plumber

with years of experience in residential homes
Prompt, Professional and Affordable 

Phone Estimates, Cash Discounts

CALL BILL  619-224-0586
Lic #504044

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FREE ESTIMATES!
• FINE PRUNING & THINNING
• ARTISTIC TREE LACING
• TREE & STUMP REMOVAL

CROWNPOINTCLIPPERS@GMAIL.COM

(858)270-1742
Fully licensed and insured. Lic# 723867

CROWN POINT
CLIPPERS, INC.

T R E E S E R V I C E

SERVING THE LA JOLLA
AREA FOR 40 YEARS

Ray & Roger’s 
WINDOW 
CLEANING

619.252.1385

Commercial & Residential

30 Day Rain Guarantee
Licensed & Insureed • Free Estimates

Tracks
Screens

Mirrors
Skylights

PAINTING

(619) 795-9429
www.chuckiespainting.co

chuckgjr@cox.net
CA Lic. #925325

Chuckie’s 
Painting Company

(619) 523-4900 
1998-2023 Silver Anniversary. 25 Years 

Call Now For Free Estimate 

Beach Cottages To Mansions 

Weekly • Biweekly • Monthly 

Ca. St. Lic. #0783646 Insured 

Billed Monthly • Check • Cc • Pay Pal 

Readers Choice Award Winner 

Helping the Peninsula grow for 25 years

MAINTENANCE EXPERTS

POINT LOMA 
LANDSCAPE 

Lic.573106

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
BY A VIETNAM VET

San Diego’s Oldest 
Plumbing Company. 

Offering quality service &
repair for 110 years. 

858-454-4258
5771 LA JOLLA BLVD #5
ERLINGROHDEPLUMBING.COM

LANDSCAPE/GARDEN
CLEANING

PLUMBING

CARPET & TILE CLEANING

 
 
 
 

FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAMES 

 
NAME CHANGES 

 
+ OTHER LEGAL  

 
CALL US 

858-270-3103 X 115

HANDYMAN

• Painting 
• Carpentry 
• Drywall 
• Plumbing  

• Electrical  
• Decks 
• Flooring Repair 
• Power Washing

Complete Home Repairs

Customer satisfaction. 
Insured & worker’s comp

CALL MARIO 
(619) 647-9606

MARIO’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES LLC

HANDYMAN

 

YHERAPONLINE T

• T

TREATING:
• People Pleasing
• Codependency
• Trauma

Tooxic Relationships
ANXIETY • BURN OUT

OVERTHINKING/ SELF DOUBT
WOMEN'S ISSUES
LGBTQIA + ISSUES

GENDER AFFIRMING CARE
 

2873-062-607
omcooms.yraperthourYoY

GENDER AFFIRMING CARE

COUNSELING

Most of our clients are referrals. We would love to be YOUR Real Estate Advisors. CALL US TODAY! 

Linda Lee Harris 
CRS, SRES 

REALTOR®-Associate 
Five Star Professional 2020-23 

DRE 01238752 
HomesbyLindaHarris@gmail.com 

619-820-4789

Joan Hay 
CRS, SRES 
Broker - Associate 
Five Star Professional 2011-2023 
DRE 00599034 
joanhayc21@gmail.com 
619-994-2816

Century 21 Quality Service Award Winner 2022 and Century 21 Award T100

Looking for a Del Cerro Home? Call us.

7200 Melody Ln #7 La Mesa, CA 91942 
Great starter townhome  4 bdrm 2 bath with garage and 2 
spaces. We were able to beat out the multiple offers and  

close quickly. Represented Buyer. Sold for $750,000

6193 Del Paso Ave San Diego CA 92120 
Beautiful well maintained home 

3BR/2BA plus an office 2,307 sqft. 
Sold at asking price. $1,225,000

SOLD!
SOLD!

The festive Mission Trails Regional Park (MTRP) Holiday Marketplace is set for 
Sunday, Nov. 12. (Photo credit: Angie Ollman)

Mission Trails Holiday 
Marketplace slated for Nov. 12

The festive Mission Trails 
Regional Park (MTRP) Holiday 
Marketplace is returning and will 
take place on Sunday, Nov. 12, 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., at the MTRP 
Visitor Center.

The seasonal marketplace will 
feature one-of-a-kind gifts from 
makers and artists with na-
ture-themed offerings. The event 
supports the independent ven-
dors participating and all sales 
will support the park through 
the Mission Trails Regional Park 
Foundation.

In addition to products includ-
ing ceramics, jewelry, soaps, 
cards, home goods, woodwork-
ing pieces, and fine art, attend-
ees can also peruse the Visitor 
Center Gift Shop which will be 
fully stocked with Mission Trails 
merchandise and apparel, as well 
as books for adults and children, 

toys, holiday accessories, and 
Kumeyaay pottery and baskets. 
At the Holiday Marketplace, the 
MTRP Foundation will debut 
new Mission Trails merchandise; 
quantities will be limited so come 
to the marketplace, so you don’t 
miss out.

For the event, the MTRP 
Foundation will provide shuttle 
service that will transport patrons 
to and from an overflow parking 
lot at Patrick Henry High School. 
Shuttles will begin at 8:30 a.m. 
and the last one will leave the 
Visitor Center at 3:30 p.m.

Please note that although 
shuttles begin early, doors to the 
Visitor Center will not open until 
9 a.m.. Parking will be impacted 
near the Visitor Center that day, 
so we recommend that hikers ex-
plore other sections of the park, 
including Old Mission Dam, East 
Fortuna Staging Area, and the 
Kumeyaay Lake Campground.

To learn more about the 
event, visit the MTRP website at: 
mtrp.org.

By TAYLOR CROWLEY

researched different communi-
ty gardens and ended up fall-
ing in love with the San Carlos 
Community Garden. My daugh-
ters and husband, we’re all in-
volved in it.”

Most plants require specific en-
vironments and care and while 
San Diego may not reach particu-
larly cold temperatures during the 
winter months, some plants can’t 
withstand the climate change. 
Glaze and her family currently 
have a variety of produce thriv-
ing in their plot as they prepare 
for winter.

“Right now, we have three dif-
ferent varieties of tomato planted. 

We have lettuce that’s doing well 
and a couple different peppers and 
jalapeño that Aurora calls ‘hello 
peño.’ I just planted another chili 
pepper and we have a couple dif-
ferent basil and our cucumber is 
doing really well, along with our 
strawberry plants.”

Tony Minutel l i and Eric 
Worthington have been a part 
of the garden since February 
2023 after moving to San Diego 
two years ago. Since joining, 
the couple have enjoyed both 
the bountiful connections and 
produce.

“It’s such a great community,” 
Minutelli said. “We’ve gotten to 
know so many different people 
that are so knowledgeable. The 
garden has a lot of fun, interest-
ing people. It’s nice when I go 

over in the mornings and the 
kids will be there and they just 
appreciate seeing everything 
in the garden.” The SCCG will 
celebrate the change of sea-
sons during its annual Fall 
Festival on Saturday, Oct. 14 
from 1 - 3 p.m. This free event 
will feature arts and crafts for 
children, garden education 
demonstrations and resourc-
es, and live music provided by 
Patrick Henry’s QuadraBass 
Band.

On Saturday Oct. 21, from 
9 - 10:30 a.m., SCCG volun-
teer, local botanist, garden-
ing instructor and author 
Chuck McClung will lead 
SCCG’s monthly educational 
workshop: Planning a Winter 
Vegetable Garden.

According to McClung, his 
workshop can provide partici-
pants with ample information 
specific to the winter season.

“Growing your own food 
is an excellent source of nu-
trition and water, good exer-
cise and a great way to save 
money and gas,” McClung 
said. “Attendees can expect 
to learn about what we plant 
during our cool-season win-
ter vegetable gardens, as 
well as what not to plant,” 
McClung said. “I'll talk about 
great organic soil amend-
ments, watering wisely and 
how to grow tomatoes all 
year long. I will also provide 
handouts for the class and 
bring veggie starts and seeds 
to show and sell.”

Open to all, the event is free 
for garden members and $10 
for non-members. Advanced 
registration is required and 
can be done so at: sancar-
loscommunitygarden.com/
garden-workshops.

Further information on the 
garden, volunteer opportu-
nities, events and more is lo-
cated at: sancarloscommuni-
tygarden.com/.

SCCG
CONTINUED FROM Page 10
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Continual tug of war in an 
unstable real estate market

The tug of war continues in this 
unstable real estate market.

Inflation is pushing the price 
of nearly everything higher, in-
cluding home prices, but rising 
interest rates are causing a strong 
headwind pushing back.

Mortgage rates are market driv-
en, not controlled by The Fed and 
closely follow the U.S. 10-year 
treasury bond, which has steadily 
increased higher straight through 
the summer, continued rising in 
September and now two weeks into 
October, has risen even further. The 
Freddie Mac Average 30-year fixed 
rate just hit 7.5% for well qualified 
borrowers. For other borrowers, 
putting less down, with lower cred-
it scores, purchasing investment 
property, or using nonconforming 
loans, rates are closer to 8%.

The primary difficulty with ris-
ing rates is that buyer’s affordability 
immediately drops. Conventional 
homebuyers, especially those who 
stretch to make a down payment to 
maximize home value for payment, 
are in an increasingly tight bind. 
Every notch up in the interest rate 
means these buyers can afford less, 
causing buyers to drop out of the 
market. Now we are seeing inven-
tory increase.

Higher rates equal more inven-
tory, and if rates remain near 8% 
or higher, expect to see inventory 
rise in 2024. But unlike 2008 and 
2009, there is not a flood of sellers, 
as homeowners are now loaded 
up on equity and often sitting on 
a 3% mortgage. Fewer sellers see 
any upside of listing now, result-
ing in both homebuyers and home 
sellers waiting on the sidelines.

Over the last month, more 
homes than usual dropped out of 
escrow as buyers ran into trouble 
closing their loan or simply got 
scared off. More listings are com-
ing off the market as well.

Listing withdrawals often in-
crease in the fourth quarter sea-
sonally as the holidays approach 
with many of these same homes 
getting relisted early the next year.

We are seeing that now, as some 
sellers are throwing in the tow-
el for a few months hoping rates 
decrease during the holidays. But 
looking at the late 1970’s, that 
inflation storm lasted nearly ten 
years. Inflation is a wildfire that 
is difficult to extinguish and the 
continuing $2 trillion in annual 
government deficits is fuel for the 
fire. Expect inflation to continue 
as the dollar weakens.

Price reductions are increas-
ing. There are currently 38% of 
homes on the market that have 
taken home-price cuts from the 
original list price. That is greatly 
elevated from just a couple years 
ago. Mortgage rates over the last 
year and a half have increased a 
jaw dropping 4.5%.

Now we are watching the slow 
motion effects of that with buy-
ers shying away, sellers drop-
ping prices, and inventory slowly 
increasing.

If you need to sell your prop-
erty, call me for a no obligation 
chat or meet-up. There are cer-
tain actions I can guide you with 
to help sell your property faster 
including appropriate pricing and 
improvements.

MARKET REPORT 
(Single Family):

• College Area (92115): me-
dian price up 17.5% year over 
year to $900,000 and with only 
19 homes sold (very low!).

• San Carlos (92119): median 
price up 15.8% to $1,100,000 and 
with only 14 homes sold.

• Del Cerro/Allied Gardens 
(92120): median price up 6%, 
year over year to $1,125,000 and 
with only 16 homes sold.

—Sarah Ward is a REALTOR 
with Coldwell Banker West. Reach her 
at: sarah@sarahdoesrealestate.com.

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
Call 858.270.3103 to get your property featured today!

REALTOR ® | DRE#01943308
SARAH@SARAHDOESREALESTATE.COM

Sarah Ward
858-431-6043

©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC

fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is independently owned and operated.

Ready to Buy or Sell Real Estate?
Sarah offers professional insight and guidance for buyers,

sellers and investors throughout San Diego County.
Call Sarah today for a no-obligation consultation! 

COLEMAN 
MOVING SYSTEMS INC. 
Office/Residential | Free Wardrobe Use | Piano Moving 
Last Minute Moves | Packing/Unpacking  
Discount Packing Materials | Moving all over CA, AZ, NV 
7 DAYS A WEEK | FREE ESTIMATES FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1979 
 
619.223.2255

BBB MEMBER | INSURED LIC #CAL T-189466
 STU AND MATT COLEMAN

SERVING YOU SINCE 1986

(619) 647-9606Mobile

Office

Plumbing, Paint ing, Elec tr ical
Concrete, Fencing, Carpentr y

Decks, Floor ing, Tile,
Complete Home Repair, Dr y wall,

Qualit y Work,
*Workmans Comp, Insurance*

(619) 223-1474

PASSES & TICKETS  sdfilmfest.com

FILM THAT 
INFORMS

FILM THAT 
INSPIRES

FILM THAT 
ENTERTAINS

CELEBRATING THE POWER OF FILM
OCT. 18-22, 2023

10/18  OPENING NIGHT Film Premiere & Reception 
The Museum of Photographic Arts, Balboa Park

10/22  CULINARY CINEMA Food, Film, Fun!
AMC UTC 14 @ Westfield UTC  

10/19- 10/22  FILM SCREENINGS, PARTIES, PANELS AND MORE! 
 AMC UTC 14 @ Westfield UTC

Brothers after War
Exec. Producer: Gary Sinise

The Holdovers
Starring Paul Giamattti

Isle of Hope
 Starring Juliette Binoche

Opening Night Premiere

Real Estate Update

By SARAH WARD

wouldn't allow our friends or fam-
ily members to spiral into addic-
tion without intervening, so why 
should we allow members of our 
community to do so?

The focus should be on providing 
a hand-up, not a perpetual hand-
out. We must address the root caus-
es of homelessness, tackling issues 
such as mental health and addic-
tion. Taxpayers deserve account-
ability for the exorbitant amount 
of money being spent, and they are 
rightfully tired of witnessing the 
problem persist and worsen.

My opponent voted against the 
Unsafe Camping Ordinance with-
out suggesting an alternative plan 
or solution. Allowing people to 
sleep and perish on our streets is 
not a compassionate nor feasible 
approach. The message I have for 
District 4 residents is one of hope. 
My comprehensive plan, “Shelter 
First with Treatment” can be 
found with details here: https://
amyforsandiego.com/updates/
amys-plan-to-resolve-the-home-
less-crisis

MTC: If your opponent is elect-
ed, will you support them and 
encourage your supporters to get 
behind them to improve life in 
District 4?

Montgomery Steppe: Yes, 
of course. In addition to holding 
elected office and knowing first 
hand how difficult it is to do the 
real work of governance and poli-
cy-making, I also am a constituent 
of this district. We should expect 
those that are in elected office to 
be independent thinkers, to do the 
hard work of deeply understand-
ing the issues and listening to the 
folks who are closest to the pain, 
and can stand by their vote even 
when it's unpopular amongst their 
party or colleagues. I want the 
people that are elected to repre-
sent me to both be supported and 
held accountable, and I expect to 
be held to the same standards.

Reichert: I love San Diego and 
I will consistently stand behind 
those who genuinely care about 
and have the best interests and 
well-being of San Diego at heart.

infrastructure for a minimum 
of three years.

Additionally, it is impera-
tive the County review all op-
portunities of County-owned 
land that can be used for do-
nations or subsidies encour-
aging non-profit developers 
and housing service providers 
to provide low-cost to no-cost 
homelessness solutions.

Reichert: No, elected offi-
cials are not doing enough to 
address the homeless crisis. 
They have failed not only the 
homeless but the communities 
they reside in.

This failure of leadership has 
resulted in encampments in 
front of businesses, our schools 
and our parks. California has 
spent over $25 billion on home-
lessness and for all that mon-
ey being spent, we have seen 
homelessness dramatically in-
crease. The definition of insan-
ity is doing the same thing over 
and over and expecting differ-
ent results. It shouldn't surprise 
anyone to learn that there are 
many politicians on the verge of 
insanity in California. For years, 
we have witnessed billions of 
dollars spent trying to "House 
the Homeless," yet the problem 
continues to worsen. One of the 
biggest reasons is the State's on-
ly approach, Housing First.

Between 2005 and 2016, 
chronic homelessness in 
California decreased by 51%. 
However, this positive trend 
took a sharp reversal after the 
implementation of Housing 
First in 2016. Between 2016 
and 2022, chronic homeless-
ness increased by a staggering 
93%, reaching levels not seen 
since 2005. Today, nearly one 
in three homeless individu-
als in the country resides in 
California. The rest of the nation 
has seen a decrease in home-
lessness, with the homeless 
count dropping from 622,000 
in 2012 to 582,000 in 2022.

Enabling addicts to continue 
using is not compassionate. We 

District 4 Q&A
CONTINUED FROM Page 13
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The         Agent in 92115!Best

SOLD: $975,000 SOLD: $1,165,000
9925 Osgood Drive San Diego 92126 4731 El Cerrito Drive San Diego 92115

Call Sarah Today For
Your Initial Consultation!

858-431-6043

Sarah Ward
REALTORⓇ | DRE#01943308

sarah@sarahdoesrealestate.com

858-431-6043

With this much money on the line, and so many tedious details to keep
track of, you’re right to want to approach this carefully.

Understanding your local market is an important part of a successful move.
You deserve to get a strong return on investment and with the right
information and preparation–you can!

My hands-on approach takes the stress and confusion out of selling your
home because I sweat the small stuff–allowing you to stay focused on this
move.

From start to finish, I work with you to help prepare your home, attract
buyers, and facilitate a successful sale. Thanks to my proven system and
passion for real estate, I’ve built a reputation for routinely providing a
seamless and successful experience for my clients.

Ready to find your dream home, but not sure how to
maximize the equity in your College Area home?

For Sale: $690,000 In Escrow: $1,140,000
1050 Island Ave #520 San Diego 92101 3131 Beven Drive Escondido 92027
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