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For over 36 years, AIDS Healthcare Foundation has proudly served the 
LGBTQ+ community, providing high-quality healthcare and prevention 
services around the globe. With over 1.7 million lives in care, we aren’t 

stopping anytime soon. That’s why we are honored to be a part of 
Pride celebrations across the country because when like-minded 

people come together, amazing things can happen.

AIDSHealth.org
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By DREW SITTON

Comedian, writer and actor 
Fortune Feimster launched her 
international “Live, Laugh, Love 
Tour” at San Diego’s Balboa 
Theatre on June 10 – a moment 
which she describes as “full 
circle.”

When the Los Angeles trans-
plant was first starting out on 
the comedy circuit, she headlined 
her first show at La Jolla Comedy 
Store.

“The audiences from very 
early on in my career were very 
supportive, coming out to see me 
there so it feels cool, like a full cir-
cle moment getting to come back 
down that way and do the bigger 
theaters,” Feimster said.

After the two shows, she re-
turned to Los Angeles to celebrate 
Pride there then began touring 
the midwest. By the time San 
Diego’s official Pride festivities 
are underway, she will be leaving 
Iowa for New Zealand for the in-
ternational leg of this tour. Before 
her comedy career, Feimster often 
came down to San Diego for the 
Pride celebration and has close 
friends still involved in the event.

“It's such a strong community 
down there and people were so 
lovely to me long before I had any-
thing to do with entertainment,” 
she recalled.

A n LGBTQ+ comedian, 
Feimster has a unique brand of 
comedy that delves into love, re-
lationships, sexuality and shared 
experiences. She is excited for her 
tour to coincide with Pride month 
celebrations across the nation, al-
though that is nothing new.

“I've been performing at 
Prides my entire career. I've 
been involved in so many events 

surrounding not only Pride fes-
tivals, the Pride parades and the 
night before Pride and whatnot,” 
she said.

It is one of her favorite times of 
the year.

“I love the community of it. I 
love the celebration of it. It's some-
thing I look forward to every sum-
mer,” she said.

She met her wife during 
Chicago Pride after performing 
at a comedy show the night be-
fore. In her second Netflix spe-
cial, “Good Fortune,” Feimster 
brought her wife and their 
dog on stage to introduce 
them to the audience. 
She explained that af-
ter sharing so many 
personal stories about 
them, it can be help-
ful for the audience 
to put a face to the 
person she’s been 
talking about. For 
the LGBT+ audi-
ence members 
though, the in-
troduction had a 
dual purpose.

“It's also im-
portant for other 
gay people to see 
representation; to see gay peo-
ple living their lives being happy 
doing everyday things together, 
being in a relationship, taking on 
adult challenges together. I think 
that's also an important thing to 
show,” she said.

In her current tour, 
she has all-new 
material talking 
more about her 
relat ion sh ip 
w it h  Ja x , 
i n c l u d i n g 
stories from 
their honey-
moon, and 

Feimster’s mom, who has become 
an important part of her podcast 
“Sincerely Fortune.” Plus, she 
plans to be more interactive with 
the audience. Starting the tour in 
San Diego was serendipitous as she 
uses her new crowd work skills.

“There's just like an easygo-
ing vibe down there and I 

feel like that that real-
ly fits my vibe as well,” 

she said. “I'm just there 
to have a good time and 
to make people laugh 

and be silly and I feel like 
everyone there is on board 
for that.”

She was not there 
during the official Pride 

weekend, but was still 
happy to bring joy to 

the city as it ramps 
up for the full-

blown celebra-
tion in July.

“ I  t h i n k 
having these 
Pride cele-
brations is 
i m p o r t a n t 
because it's 
a chance for 
all of us to 
get together 

and keep our 
c o m m u n i t y 

strong and vis-
ible, to be proud 

of who we are 
for each other,” 
Feimster said.

The t heme 
of San Diego’s 
Pride Parade 
and Festival this 
year is Thrive! 
For Feimster, 
the LGBTQ+ 

community thrives when people 
are free to be themselves.

“We're thriving when we're 
being our best selves. When we 
come out, I think there's such a 
huge weight lifted off our shoul-
ders because we've been trying 
to conform for so long to what 
we thought society wanted of us. 
And then when we finally come to 
terms of who we really are, there's 
such a happiness and such a light-
ness that comes with that.

“Thriving means you're really 
living in that freedom of being 
who you are… For people to be 
able to truly live an authentic 
life and to be who they are is the 
greatest gift that you can give 
yourself,” Feimster said.

Feimster shared her own jour-
ney of discovery and coming 
out as gay to her family in her 
first Netflix special, “Sweet & 
Salty,” which was nominated for 
a Critic’s Choice Award. Her ca-
reer has only grown from there. 
At the end of May, she made her 
acting debut alongside Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in the Netflix 
action movie “Fubar.”

Feimster always loved comedy 
but never intended to pursue it 
professionally. After moving to 
Los Angeles from the south, she 
enrolled in improv classes with 
the intention of making friends. 
There, teachers pulled her aside 
to urge her to take her potential 
seriously.

“They were like, ‘you gotta do 
more of this’ and it really inspired 
me to keep working even more at 
it and it quickly became a pas-
sion,” she said. “So what started as 
something very fun, continues to 
be fun, but I'm now lucky enough 
to make a living at it.”

Amid international tour, comedian 
Fortune Feimster celebrates Pride

Fortune Feimster shares many personal stories as an LGBT+ comedian, including about her 
honeymoon with wife Jax in her current show. (Photos by Todd Rosenberg)

Ship Ship Hooray!  
Proud to celebrate  

the Pride Parade & festival

We truly appreciate your 
support over the years!

Visit us at our new location: 4967 Newport Ave. Ocean Beach 
619-222-4876 • print@obbcsd.com • www.obbcsd.com

READERS
CHOICE
AWARDS
R E TA I L / S E R V I C E S

A CONSISTENT 
WINNER FOR 

BEST SHIPPING
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EXTRA SEASON EVENT

SEP 19–24, 2023 OCT 3–15, 2023 NOV 7–12, 2023 JAN 9–14, 2024

FEB 13–18, 2024 MAR 5–10, 2024 APR 3–7, 2024 JUN 4–9, 2024 JUL 30 – AUG 4, 2024
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Centrally Located and 
One Mile to Hillcrest, 
Newly Remodeled 
Rooms, Heated Pool 
and Jacuzzi, Fitness 
Room, Wedding and 
Event Spaces, Pet 
Friendly 
 
Home to The Waffle 
Spot Diner and  
The Amigo Spot  
Restaurant and Bar www.KingsInn.com
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Viva la Difference!
Award-winning Mexican transgender 
designer, model lives her dream

Viva Alfaro is a multitalented 
designer and a transgender model 
in the fashion industry. Although 
she enjoys fashion designing, 
modeling is her first love. Alfaro 
always gives 1000% in prioritiz-
ing her goals and aspirations.

Originally from Playas de 
Rosarito, Mexico, Viva always had 
plans to move to California. As an 
adult, she came to San Diego and 
enrolled in the fashion design pro-
gram at Mesa College. Half of her 
education was during the pan-
demic so it was a bit disheartening 
to have to be on zoom for a major 
that requires hands-on work.

After graduating this summer, 
she said, “I am happy and proud 
of myself and every single person 
who went through that very dif-
ficult time and managed to stay 
afloat. All in all, my academic ex-
perience had its highs and lows, 
wins, and lots of losses but even 
with that, I would do it all over 
again.”

While in school, she participat-
ed in the Golden Scissors 2021 
Fashion Show as a designer and 
her collection was awarded first 
place.

“I was honored to receive the 
recognition from faculty and 
peers,” Alfaro said.

In addition, she participated 
in Fashion Redux, a collabora-
tion between Mesa College and 
the SD History Center, with the 

theme of “Uniforms” and 
was chosen as a Top 4 
Designer with the “Most 
Transformative Design” 
Award in 2021.

In 2023, she was 
chosen again as a Top 
4 Designer and again 
received the “Most 
Transformative Design” 
Award for Fashion Redux’s 
Glam ‘80s theme.

Alfaro said, “I am very 
humbled to have received 
such recognitions and 
awards because it is the 
tangible proof that I can 
overcome the challenges 
and tasks given to me.”

She began officially 
modeling in 2021.

“I love every aspect of 
it! The photoshoots, be-
ing backstage, getting 
hair and makeup ready 

before the runway, the nerves and 
shaky legs right before your turn 
to walk,” she said. “I’m in love 
with the thrill of it all.”

This is Alfaro’s first time cele-
brating Pride as a proud and open 
transgender woman. Alfaro said 
that there’s always controversy 
when Pride month comes every 
year but “I believe that we should 
focus on love and understanding 
that our differences shouldn’t 
divide us, because they are the 

foundation for a strong and 
healthy society. We should learn 
to appreciate and respect each 
other more.”

For more information, check 
out her Instagram @viva.alfaro.

—Diana Cavagnaro is an in-
ternationally renowned Couture 
Milliner based in Alpine, California. 
Learn more about our Hat Designer, 
Teacher & Blogger at www.
DianaCavagnaro.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Her Universe Fashion Show at 
Comic-Con at the Manchester 
Grand Hyatt Hotel presented by 
Hot Topic and Disney. The show 
begins at 6 p.m. on Thursday, July 
20, 2023 and is free for San Diego 
Comic-Con attendees.

San Diego Swim Week, 
July 27-29, 2023. Check 
schedule for locations at: 
SanDiegoSwimWeek.com.

Fashion Files

By DIANA CAVAGNARO

Viva Alfaro’s winning design for Fashion Redux (Photo by 
Natasha Sachi)

Viva Alfaro is celebrating her first Pride as an open 
transgender woman (Photo by Talon Reed Cooper)

Alfaro models bridal designer Jenneva Borboa 
(Photo by Helena Limon)

Modeling is Alfaro’s first love despite her award-winning designs. (Photo by 
Wendy Smith)

Alfaro models for Vista Hill’s fashion 
show. (Photo by Diana Cavagnaro)

Alfaro models Kiara Jones at the 
Golden Scissors Fashion Show 
(Photo by Diana Cavagnaro)

Alfaro models for Vista Hill’s Fashion 
Show (Photo by Diana Cavagnaro)

Gown designed and modeled by Viva 
Alfaro at Fashion Redux (Photo by 
Viva Alfaro)
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Second Queer Mvmnt Fest lets 
dancers perform as their full selves

By KYLIE CAPUANO

The idea blossomed in 2018 
when Desiree Cuizon took to the 
stage as the only queer dance 
artist at a small pride event that 
called for LGBTQ+ BIPOC artists. 
Spurred by the noticeable lack of 
dancer representation, she went to 
her organization, Disco Riot, with 
the proposal of creating a move-
ment-arts festival that highlights 
queer artists, specifically within 
the BIPOC community. Disco Riot 
colleague Trystan Merrick was 
quickly on board.

Both grew up within the dance 
community and their mission for 
the festival was to create a plat-
form for free expression – one 
that strays from the predominant 
conforming narratives they expe-
rienced as rising queer artists.

“As a queer person who danced 
classical ballet basically my whole 
career, I danced as a leading male 
[for] almost all of the classical bal-
lets,” said Merrick. “I’m nonbinary 
and yet most of my career I was 
asked to play a prince or Romeo or 
some leading man that was in love 
with a leading woman because I 
am a tall, white ‘male.’”

Cuizon, who grew in her iden-
tity as a queer artist over the 
years, experienced similar re-
stricting roles within the dance 
community.

“For most of my career, I’ve 
been told what to do and who to 
be on stage. I really dove into the 
roles that I played, and it’s been 
fun but you also kind of lose your-
self in it,” Cuizon said.

So, in 2022 the pair set out to 
host their first LGBTQ+ move-
ment-arts festival entitled Queer 
Mvmnt Fest. Made up of perfor-
mances, workshops, discussions 
and classes, Queer Mvmnt Fest 
launched with the intention of 
highlighting the works of queer 
artists, especially those within the 
BIPOC community, to address in-
equity through an intersectional 
lens.

With 20 featured artists in its 
first year, Cuizon and Merrick 
emphasized to each performer 
their freedom to showcase their 
art without creative restriction.

“I think it’s really important for 
everyone to show up as their au-
thentic self, while acknowledging 
all of the intersections and mar-
ginalizations of who they are and 
what they bring,” said Cuizon. “It’s 
really interesting because some 
artists are so ready to just be who 
they are and some artists come in 
like ‘am I allowed to do this,’ ‘am 
I allowed to do that,’ and I have to 
remind them that we aren’t there 
to micromanage their art.”

Since its 2022 debut, the fest 
has grown into an annual event. 

In 2023, Queer Mvmnt Fest was 
held on June 12-18 with 30 par-
ticipating artists.

“It’s been incredible. To create 
a space to foster growth in that 
area and to give young or estab-
lished artists an opportunity to 
get paid to show their art in these 
environments we have created 
for them is so fulfilling,” Merrick 
said. “Each year after the festival 
I feel overwhelmed with joy. I’m 
just so proud of everyone and 
there is no way I couldn’t keep 
doing this.”

Queer artists are given the opportunity for free expression at the annual 
movement-arts festival.

Over 30 artists participated in the second Queer Mvmnt 
Fest, held on June 12-18. (Photos courtesy Nyah Rodriguez)

The movement-arts festival features a wide range of 
events, including performances, workshops, discussion 
and classes.

QAPIMEDA drawing 
their tomorrow on the 
Rainbow Canvas

By JURI KIM

San Diego Pride held a Queer/
Trans Asian, Pacific Islander 
(QTAPI) week from May 28 to 
June 3, celebrating the end of 
API heritage month and the 
beginning of Pride month. 
QAPIMEDA, the coalition of 
LGBTQ+ people with ancestry 
from across Asia, held an event 
each day of the special week.

“End of May to the beginning 
of June is a perfect intersection 
for QTAPI (Queer Trans Asian 
Pacific Islanders) week be-
cause May is an Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month 
and June is an International 
Pride Month,” said Kevin Lee, 
QAPIMEDA (Queer Asian Pacific 

Islander Middle Eastern Desi 
American Coalition) Chair.

One of the QTAPI week events 
was “Rainbow Canvas,” which 
happened on Wednesday, May 
31, at the San Diego Pride of-
fice. At this event, four artists, 
Chris Mok, Angel Angeles, Jackie 
Han and Jin Zeng exhibited their 
artwork. Participants also had 
time to make their own post-
er artwork ahead of the Pride 
Parade and decorations for the 
Pan-Asian Night Market inside 
the San Diego Pride Festival.

Phoenix A’blaze, who is part 
of QAPIMEDA’s entertainment 
department, explained that their 
vision is to make space for people 

Artist Jin Zeng works on a poster about trans rights that will be carried 
during the Pride Parade. (Photo by Juri Kim)

SEE QAPIMEDA, Page 18
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Annual Front Runners & Walkers San Diego Pride 
5K returns for second year in person since Covid

By MADISON BEVERIDGE

The annual Front Runners & 
Walkers San Diego Pride 5K re-
turns on July 15. The run starts 
at University Ave. at Center St. in 
Hillcrest at 8 a.m. to kick off the 
weekend of pride activities.

Front Runners & Walkers was 
formed in 1981 and is one of over 
100 Front Runner clubs world-
wide. The organizations priority 
is to “provide running and walk-
ing activities for lesbians, gay men 
and their non-gay family mem-
bers and friends.”

Participants of all ages and abil-
ities are set to run, with support 
from the community. Proceeds of 
the 5k help fund local organiza-
tions aimed at creating a world 
where LGBTQ+ individuals are 
not only welcome but celebrated.

2022 marked the first year back 
since the race was put on a virtual 
hold due to Covid-19, and staff and 
participants are thrilled to have 
another in-person event.

“We are in a period of assessing 
how many people we can have in 
the event but are trying to include 
as many people as possible. We 
have seen increased interest since 
the Pandemic, including corpo-
rate engagement, for examples 
sponsoring their employees to 
participate or as sponsors them-
selves,” Andy Kleink, race director 
for the 5k, explained.

In addition to expanding spon-
sorship opportunities, the past 
several years the race has seen an 
overall sense of heighted inclusion. 

In turn, this has encouraged more 
participants across the spectrum of 
age, ability, gender and sexuality.

“The diversity and inclusion 
movement that started during the 

pandemic really shed light onto 
these types of activities as ways 
for organizations to engage with 
their employees and we have ben-
efited from that,” Kleink said.

Aside from the fun of running 
and celebrating what makes the 
San Diego community unique, the 
5k is a charity and the goal every 
year has been to raise money and 
awareness.

“Most importantly, it is a char-
ity run. We are raising funds for 
two local charities, the San Diego 
Pride Community Grants and 
Youth Programming and the 
San Diego LGBT Center Youth 
Housing Program,” Kleink ex-
plained. “The fiscal impact has an 
effect throughout the fiscal year. 
Last year, we donated $40,000 
from our funds and that is what 
gets me excited and engaged.”

Another aspect of the run that 
stands out to Kleink is involve-
ment for members of the LGBTQ+ 
community in sports. Kleink ex-
plained that typically, LGBTQ+ 
individuals are given a back seat 
in sporting events and having a 
race dedicated to celebrating this 
group is vital.

“We don’t see a lot of LGBT peo-
ple openly competing in races and 
sports and to have that visibility 
and space and dress how they 
want, with whatever gender des-
ignation they feel represents them 
and not have anyone judge them 
is really important,” Kleink said. 
“To have people think ‘I can do 
these healthy, community-based 
things.’”

In addition to the 5k run, there 
will also be a Kid’s Dash. The Kid’s 
Dash is free and for anyone 10 and 
under.

“The Dash happens at 7:30 a.m. 
and anyone can participate. We 
made a special effort to bring that 
back last year,” Kleink said.

Interested individuals can reg-
ister at https://events.hakuapp.
com/pride-5k-run-walk/. Same 
day registration is available while 
spots remain open.

“We want to invite everyone 
out, everyone is welcome. We take 
all abilities at this event,” Kleink 
said.

All ages are welcome to participate in the fundraising run. (Photos by Lily 
Junker-Gregson, courtesy of San Diego Pride)

After the return from the pandemic, organizers are emphasizing that people 
of any ability are welcome to join the run or walk.
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Queer couple donates ‘Love Blend’ 
coffee proceeds to LGBT Center

The Sa n D iego L G BT 
Community Center once provided 
support and guidance to Cynthia 
Hillman and Emma Strong, the 
owners of coffee house Cuppa 
Cuppa. Now, the pair are giving 
back with the launch of their new-
est offering, the Cuppa Cuppa Love 
Blend, a flavorful medium roast.

“I was 25 when I came out. I 
wasn’t out to friends or family,” 
co-founder Cynthia Hillman said. 
“The Center was a great place to 
help navigate that.”

With every purchase of the 
Cuppa Cuppa Love Blend, $2 will 
be donated to the Center, which 
provides life-saving support ser-
vices for LGBTQ+ San Diegans of 
all ages. The blend brings together 
beans from Guatemala, Brazil and 
Ethiopia – that are roasted right 
here in San Diego.

“Our Love Blend represents 
more than a cup of coffee,” 

Hillman said. “It embodies our 
commitment to create a more in-
clusive and accepting society.”

Hillman and Strong met while 
attending SDSU and became fast 
friends. Their friendship became 
something more and the couple 
has now been together for 26 years.

Eighteen years ago, they found-
ed Cuppa Cuppa, a specialty coffee 

shack and drive thru that has 
now expanded to two locations 
in Mission Gorge area. The cou-
ple is committed to pouring love 
into every cup with their fresh, 
high-quality coffee.

Find the Cuppa Cuppa Love 
Blend at 6606 Mission Gorge 
Road, 4440 Twain Ave. #102 or 
online at cuppacuppacoffee.com.

Cynthia Hillman and Emma Strong (left) with the entire coffee house team 
pridefully wearing their Cuppa Cuppa Love shirts. (Photo courtesy Cynthia Hillman)

First meal of the day, Pride style
By FRANK SABATINI JR.

Lucky for the thousands of lo-
cals and out-of-town visitors tak-
ing part in San Diego LGBT Pride 
events from July 8-16 that there 
are numerous restaurant options 
for scoring a delectable brunch – 
the iconic meal of LGBT+ friends.

We’re blurring the line between 
breakfast and lunch in our recom-
mendations, which you’ll find not 
only throughout Hillcrest, but al-
so in Uptown areas surrounding 
the gayborhood. We’re talking 
about a whole lot more than plain 
ole eggs and potatoes.

Breakfast Bitch
3825 Fifth Ave., Hillcrest
619-236-8186; eatbreakfastbitch.com

If you’re a “boujie bitch,” look no 
further than the North Atlantic 
lobster cakes tucked into a but-
tery croissant with fresh spinach 
and a basted egg. Or if you prefer 
something naughtier in terms of 
calories, the “bitch in the blanket” 
affords you a quartet of chick-
en-apple sausage pieces encased 
in pancake batter and deep fried.  
Most of the menu centers playful-
ly on sassy attitudes, which lend 
themselves to a host of creative 
breakfast and brunch fare.

Pop Pie Co.
4404 Park Blvd., University Heights
619-501-4440; poppieco.com

Eggs find their way into baked 
pies made with all-butter pastry at 
this homegrown, gay-owned eat-
ery. They are rich and decadent, 
especially when chomping into 
“The Boss,” which is filled with 
two eggs, smoked bacon, two types 
of cheese, and hash browns. The 
included side of maple syrup gives 
it a touch of morning sweetness.

Jo’s Mission Hills Diner
807 W. Washington St., Mission 
Hills
619-323-2035; josdinermission-
hills.com

This modern diner bestows gour-
met twists on just about everything, 
starting with its wine-braised short 
rib used for eggs Benedict. But the 
choices hardly end there. If things 
like breakfast chili or French toast 
stuffed with goat cheese strike your 
fancy, you’ve come to the right 
place. You’ll also find dishes such 
as shrimp over polenta, steak and 
eggs with demi glace, and French 
onion soup, which earns high 
scores with its wine-spiked broth 
and thick cap of toasted Gruyere 
cheese.

Rosemary & Thyme
1469 University Ave., Hillcrest
619-288-7713

A fabulous garden patio in 
the back distinguishes this new-
comer to Hillcrest. The kitchen 
serves up wholesome morning 

and afternoon fare perfected 
by chef-restaurant consultant 
Guillermo Diaz. His past expe-
rience in commercial kitchens 
gave him a passionate knack for 
breakfast dishes such as assorted 
omelets, chorizo scrambles and 
vanilla-cinnamon French toast. 
In keeping with the tropical vibe, 
expect seasonal fresh fruit to ac-
company most dishes. The restau-
rant is open from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

Crest Cafe
425 Robinson Ave., Hillcrest
619-295-2510; crestcafe.com

Within an accommodating 
breakfast menu that includes pas-
trami hash, pork chops and eggs, 
hangover omelets, and lemon-ri-
cotta pancakes, we often skip to 
the lunch menu for the cafe’s fa-
mous half-pound butter burger—
with the promise we’ll spend an 
extra hour exercising afterwards. 
The patty is stuffed not only with 
butter, but also with tarragon and 
garlic. Spiced mayo and cheddar 
cheese on top clench the deal in 
what is one of the gayborhood’s 
longest established kitchens.

Snooze, an A.M. Eatery
3940 Fifth Ave., Hillcrest
619-500-3344; snoozeeatery.com

From vegan Buddha bowls and 
“OMG! French toast” to breakfast 

pot pies (our favorite) and heaping 
egg scrambles, the menu covers 
all bases—and with a full bar and 
assorted bloody Marys to boot. 
For more than a decade, Snooze 
has been satisfying our early-day 
hunger pangs with homespun 
dishes served within an architec-
turally stunning space marked 
by towering ceilings and lots of 
natural light.

Flap Your Jacks
3020 University Ave., North Park
619-539-7242; flapyourjacks.com

There are numerous reasons 
to visit this spacious, sleekly de-
signed breakfast joint, starting 
with the fun option of making 
your own pancakes from a variety 
of batters. You cook them on built-
in table griddles exactly to your 

specifications. In addition, the 
menu extends to commendable 
house-made corned beef hash, 
eggs Benedict and crispy grilled 
sandwiches.

Harley Gray Kitchen & Bar
902 W. Washington St., Mission 
Hills
619-955-8451; harleygraykitch-
enandbar.com

A longtime LGBT gathering 
spot for all-day meals and copious 
libations, a weekend brunch visit 
to Harley Gray potentially kicks 
off with a pitcher (or punch bowl) 
of Mai Tais, Moscow mules, or ar-
omatic champagne concoctions. 
For sustenance, “Harley’s Hot 
Mess” restores equilibrium with 
a colorful scramble of three eggs, 
broccoli, bell peppers, cheese and 
home fries. On the lighter side, 
you’ll find acai bowls, avocado 
toast, ceviche and ahi poke. The 
brunch menu is available from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Friday and Sunday.

Fig Tree Cafe
7710 Hazard Center, Mission Valley
619-732-7900; figtreeeatery.com

Breakfast sushi, you ask? Yes 
indeed. This gay-friendly cafe 
with four locations offers crafty 
rolls f launting swirls of “man 
candy” bacon, eggs, steamed rice, 
scallions, and plum sauce. Plus, 
the options for egg dishes, sand-
wiches and cocktails abound. In 
addition to its newest Mission 

The “bougie” lobster-cake sandwich 
at Breakfast Bitch (Photo by Frank 
Sabatini Jr.)

Wake up to French onion soup at 
Jo’s (Photo by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Rosemary & Thyme’s inviting back 
patio (Courtesy photo)

The “straight up” bloody Mary at 
Snooze (Photo by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Make your own pancakes at this 
North Park breakfast spot. (Photo by 
Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Sushi for the morning crowd (Photo 
courtesy Alternative Strategies)

SEE BRUNCH, Page 12

A San Diego Landmark Since 1944

Full Bar and Cocktails Now Available!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Wishing You a Wonderful LGBTQ Pride!

Quality Home Cooking

2271 First Avenue  (Corner of 1st & Juniper)  
OPEN DAILY: 7AM-9PM hobnobhill.com  (619) 239-8176
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Law Offices of Susan Hartman Happy Pride! 
From Your DUI  
Defense Firm

Serving San Diego • Orange County 
Riverside • Imperial Valley • Los Angeles 

FREE CONSULTATION 
619.260.1122

Stonewall Mainstage
Saturday, July 15
12:00 PM ETARI
2:00 PM Drew G
4:00 PM Jake Zyrus
5:00 PM The Illustrious Blacks
7:00 PM All Stars featuring: 

Darienne Lake, JIMBO, 
& Naysha Lopez

8:00 PM Moore Kismet
9:00 PM Princess Nokia

Sunday, July 16
12:00 PM Jon Doss
2:00 PM Whatever mike
3:00 PM Pussy Riot
4:00 PM The Scarlet Opera
5:00 PM David Archuleta

6:00 PM True Colors Drag 
Revue

7:00 PM Saucy Santana
8:00 PM DJ Heabnasty

Mundo Latino
Saturday, July 15
12:00 PM Jirafa
2:00 PM Cuentos con Las 

Reinas De Drag: 
Barbie Q & Raquelita

3:00 PM Energia Entertainment
4:00 PM DJ Latina
5:00 PM La Bomba Pride 

Edition: ChiChi Fuera, 
Catalina, Isabella, & 
Katherine Heartburn

6:00 PM DJ Fariba

7:00 PM Tijuana 5
8:00 PM Ruby Da Vidda
9:00 PM Ukeim

Sunday, July 16
12:00 PM Atlachinolli
12:30 PM Nishi la Tremenda
2:00 PM Sabrosas Latin 

Orchestra
4:00 PM Betty Bangs
5:00 PM La Bomba Pride 

Edition: Barbie Zee, 
Jazzlene Eastcoast, 
Annabelle Valentinos & 
Deja Ru

6:00 PM Kinky Loops
7:00 PM Puerto Aereo
8:00 PM Rick Betta

The Movement
Saturday, July 15
1:00 PM DJ Tommy Church
2:00 PM Tajonyx
3:00 PM DJ Tommy Church
4:00 PM Kahlil Nash
5:00 PM Mello Cash
6:00 PM Essence of Black 

Pride Drag: Mia Pearl, 
Coco Chanel, Adonyss 
Illuzion & Maddy 
Mokes

7:00 PM DJ Lotus Banks
9:00 PM DJ Purflo

Sunday, July 16
12:00 PM Gay Urbn Trivia with 

Mia Pearl
1:00 PM DJ Nikki Giovanni
3:00 PM Kogee Soul Reprise
4:00 PM DJ Jalil
5:00 PM KC Ortiz
5:30 PM Black Girl Magic: 

FRIIDAE, Ariel 
Fantasea, Aiyae ViVi, 
Tiffany Roze & T.I.F

6:30 PM DJ Almond Eyez
7:30 PM LBXX

Euphoria
Saturday, July 15
12:00 PM Dan Diego
2:00 PM Barbarossa
3:00 PM DJ PaulSebastian
4:00 PM Matthew Pernicano
5:00 PM Zareen
6:00 PM Mai Mai
7:00 PM Jinx Mirage
8:00 PM Matt Effect

Sunday, July 16
12:00 PM DJ ELI
2:00 PM DJ Sarvam

3:00 PM Bob Dazzla
4:00 PM Shige Koike
5:00 PM Filoso
6:00 PM Jaesyun
7:00 PM Paulo Ramirez
8:00 PM HolySparklez

Pan-Asian Night Market
Saturday, July 15
12:00 PM DJ HEVROCK
2:00 PM Sam Paguita
3:15 PM Heali'is Polynesian 

Revue
4:00 PM Habibi Pride 

Featuring: DJ Fariba, 
Drummer John & Belly 
Dancers

5:00 PM Army of Fun/Seoulful 
Events

Sunday, July 16
12:00 PM DJ VUDO
2:00 PM Aurora Team
3:00 PM Chico Chi
4:00 PM Purruasuan Nation 

Drag Show: Sam 
Paguita, Jau Farrow-
Halston, Vanity Jones 
& Julianna Dick

5:00 PM HUMP Middle Eastern 
Night

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
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With San Diego Pride quick-
ly approaching, the bars and 
restaurants in Hillcrest are 
gearing up for a wild cel-
ebration. From July 7-16, 
the neighborhood will 
host hundreds of per-
formances, events and 
attractions to celebrate 
San Diego Pride. With 
live DJs, parties last-
ing from sunrise 
to sunset, drag 
performances 
and more, 
there is 
something 
for everyone 
young at heart.

Here are all the can’t 
miss drag shows, 
events and parties.

Pride Block Party
seetickets.us/event/
Pride-Block-Party-2023/538737
1500 University Ave.

STUNT Extravaganza with 
Strawberry Corncakes, Adore 
Delano
Thursday July 13
4 to 11 p.m.

Stonewall Rally, Dance Party
Friday July 14
2 to 11 p.m.

Rich’s
richssandiego.com/pride
1051 University Ave.

Pride Kickoff party with Jessica 
Wild & Kandy Muse
Wednesday July 12
9 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Papi Pride with Adore Delano
Thursday July 13
9 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Electro-Pop 
Pride
Friday 
July 14
8 p.m. to 
3 a.m.

Pride Massive
Saturday July 15

8 p.m. to 4 a.m.

Souleil Pride + Party 
Monsters
Sunday July 16
1 to 9 p.m.

Sunset Tea Pride 
Closing Party
Sunday July 16
9 p.m. to 3 a.m.

Flicks Bar
sdflicks.com
1017 
University Ave.

Pride 
Welfare with 
drag queen 

Jessica Wild
Wednesday July 12

8 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Flicker Pride with drag 
queen Kameron Michaels
Thursday July 13
8 p.m. to 2 a.m.

React Pride with local 
DJs Breezus and 
K-Swift
Friday July 14
6 p.m. to 
2 a.m.

Pride Parade 
Party with local 
DJs Alex D, Jinx 
Mirage, Aaron 
Colbert, Moody 
Rudy and more
Saturday July 15
10 a.m. to 2 a.m.

Sound of Sunday 
Pride All Day Dance Party 
with local DJs Breezus, Lotus 
and more
Sunday July 16
12 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Gossip Grill
1220 University Ave.

Gossipgrill.com/events

Pride Kickoff: WAP 
Wednesday

Wednesday July 12
6 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.

Leather and Lace: Suspense 
Performance by Ethereal 
Metamorphosis and burlesque 
by Nina Bel Vande
Thursday July 13
8 p.m. to 11 p.m.

All Day Dance Party  
with DJs Hollywood Nicky,  
MPC, Chico Chi, Joey  
and Ms Jackson.
Saturday July 15

The Rail
Thebrassrailsd.com
3796 Fifth Ave.

Pride Up Party with DJs 
Von Kiss and Jocelin
Friday July 14
9 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Pride Parade After Party
Saturday July 15

Doubletree by Hilton 
Mission Valley
Leparties.com/events
7450 Hazard Center Dr.

Drag-A-Licious Drag Show
Sunday July 16
12 p.m.

Friday Fun Dip Kick-off Pool 
Party

Friday, July 13
6 p.m. to 
2 a.m.

Paraíso 
Parque 
Acuático 
Pool Party
Saturday 
July 14
1 p.m. to 
7 p.m.

Gay to 
Z Pool 
Party 
after 
Parade
Saturday 
July 14

1 p.m. to 
7 p.m.

Lez Get Wet 
Waterland Pool Party

Sunday July 15
1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Number 1 Fifth Ave.
numberonefifth.com/
events/
3845 Fifth Ave.

She Fest
July 8, 2023 at 12 p.m.
1500 University Ave.

Light up the Cathedral
July 12, 2023 at 7 p.m.

2728 Sixth Ave.

Spirit of Stonewall Rally
July 14, 2023 at 6 p.m.
1500 University Ave.

San Diego Pride 5k
July 15, 2023 at 8 a.m.

Centre St. and University Ave.

Pride Parade
July 15, 2023 at 10 a.m.

1500 University Ave.

Pride Festival
Saturday, July 15 from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Sunday, July 16 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Marston Point

PRIDE WEEK

Can’t miss Pride parties

(left to right, top to bottom) Adore Delano courtesy Fabulous Hillcrest, 
Mo Meux courtesy SD Pride, Lolita Von Tease courtesy SD Pride, drag 
queen courtesy Fabulous Hillcrest, Friidae courtesy Fabulous Hillcrest.

What’s The Tea with Michele Adae
Thursday July 13
9 p.m. to 10 p.m.

RuPaul’s Drag Race Viewing Party
Friday July 14
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Urban MO’s Bar and Grill
urbanmos.com/events
308 University Ave.

Dreamgirls Revue – 
Pride Show
Wednesday July 12
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Barrel and Board
1027 University Ave.

Pride Party: Revolution 
of Love
Saturday July 15
3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
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Valley location that is just down 
the hill from Hillcrest, you’ll also 
find Fig Tree in Liberty Station, 
the East Village and Pacific 
Beach.

Great Maple
1451 Washington St., Hillcrest
619-255-2282, thegreatmaple.com

This brasserie-meets-diner is 
housed in a retro structure that 
was home to other diners dating 
back to the early ‘60s. A fancier 
spin, however, applies here when 
you consider the rib eye hash with 
Cajun hollandaise sauce or the 
chilaquiles casserole construct-
ed with piquillo peppers. Both 
are available on the daily brunch 
menu along with fried chicken 
and donuts, creative egg dishes, 
and signature bloody Marys.

Atypical Waffle
3519 30th St., North Park
619-806-0345; atypicalwaffle.com

Tucked away at the end of 
an alleyway off North Park’s 
main commercial thoroughfare, 
Atypical Waffle offers customers 
an outdoor eating experience that 
puts yeast-risen waffles at center 
stage. Pearl beet sugar used in the 
equation gives the waffles an au-
thentic Belgian quality. The menu 
is rather concise, but the waffles 

are available in sweet and savory 
options, such as those topped with 
fresh fruit and Nutella and others 
complemented by chicken fritters, 
brown-sugar bacon and smashed 
avocado—perfect come-ons to the 
nitro coffees on tap.

Breakfast and Bubbles
3831 Park Blvd., Hillcrest
619-269-6281; breakfastandbubb-
lessandiego.com

Imagine a very pink environ-
ment where champagne and 
breakfast fare are served all 
day, and where dishes such as 
“rainbow deviled eggs” and cav-
iar Benedict fuel appetites. Chef 
Marco Provino has committed to 

giving customers “an immersive 
brunch experience” that has won 
the hearts of the LGBT+ commu-
nity and its supporters ever since 
opening a few years ago.

YOUR HOME FOR 
INDEPENDENT AND FOREIGN 
CINEMA IS NOW OPEN!

NE

W
 VENUE

NEW

 

VENUE

digitalgym.org | (619) 230-1938
1100 Market Street, 2nd fl, San Diego, CA 92101

You’ll be seeing pink at Breakfast & 
Bubbles. (Facebook)

Brunch
CONTINUED FROM Page 9

What local LGBTQ+ leaders have to say

The LGBTQ community thrives when 
we are surrounded by people who 
love and accept us for who we are, 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. We thrive when we 
can live authentically as ourselves 
without fear of hate, harassment or 
intimidation. We thrive when we have the same 
legal protections, economic opportunities and 
representation across cultural, social and political 
boundaries.”

—Chris Ward, California State Assembly

The LGBTQ+ community will thrive 
when every LGBTQ+ person has 
safe, secure housing, access to 
healthy food, opportunities to earn a 
comfortable living, and the support to 
live as their true selves.

—Craig Milgram, San Diego Community College 
District Acting Chancellor

In order to thrive we must treat 
ourselves with honesty, and love, 
and be grateful for the many 
strides the LGBTQ+ community 
has accomplished, but we must 
stay vigilant to protect what we have 
achieved legally and socially.

—Dr. Jennifer Campbell, San Diego City Council

Being true to ourselves, living 
authentically, standing together in the 
fight for equality and inclusion with 
all those who are the objects of hate 
and bigotry will enable us to continue 
to Thrive.

—Susan Jester, AIDS Activist

You counter sort of this misinformation 
and hate by showcasing the truth, 
the honesty, the joys, the love and 
celebrating our community. That's 
how we not only survive, but that's 
how we thrive. I think building that 
joy and that intentional mutual support in 
this queer ingenuity of family that we've created over 
decades – that's really inspiring.

—Fernando Lopez, Pride Executive Director

To thrive our community needs to be 
welcome, invited, and affirmed as 
their full self in every space.

—Alex Villafuerte, Executive Director 
of Pacific Arts Movement

Thriving means that we are strong 
community that lifts each other up, 
supports each other, and is there 
in times of need. We are lucky in 
San Diego to have a community 
of LGBTQ+ people and allies who 
look out for each other and provide a 
sense of family for those who don’t have supportive 
blood family. We could do better at making sure all 
members of our community feel connected to this 
family, though, and as we work toward that, we will 
thrive!

—Benny Cartwright, Hillcrest Community Leader

When I see trans family building, 
when I see T4T (trans for trans) love, 
when I see trans people being able 
to have families of their own and to 
have children and there'll be access 
to fertility treatment and when I see 
trans people, in particularly Black and 
brown trans women, thriving – that's when we should be 
content.

—Naya Marie Velazco, Director of Programs at 
Transgender Health & Wellness Center

Drag, when it is allowed to thrive, is 
the space of freedom. It's the space 
of liberation. It's a space of feeling 
like you can do anything in this 
world, right? Feeling like you are 
at this precipice of opportunity and 
expansiveness and what it means to exist 
in this world. That is what drag is when it truly can 
thrive – it is an expansive opportunity for growth and 
liberation and freedom and joy.

—Amber St. James, Drag mother

Our strength is the love and power of 
the ‘next generation’ that will follow 
us elders. Their energy and computer 
artistry will make them unstoppable. 
Also, they must, and will, vote!

—Christynne Wood, Champion of Pride

Despite relentless attacks from 
extremists pandering to prejudice, 
the San Diego LGBTQ+ community 
remains determined and united to rise 
up and declare our right to live with 
dignity as our authentic selves. We 
will not be deterred by attempts to erase 
us. The flames of pride, justice and equality will not be 
extinguished. Indeed, that light will glow more brightly 
and we shall THRIVE!

—Toni Atkins, California State Senate pro Tempore

What does it look like for the LGBTQ+ community to thrive?
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To find a doctor who is right for you, call  
858-264-3153 or visit Scripps.org/Pride.

* Always call 9-1-1 for  
life-threatening concerns.

Scripps Video Visit 

            Talk with a provider face-to-face from the 

convenience of your home. Video visits are

available for appointments with primary care 

providers, as well as specialists to address your  

health concerns. Video visits can also be used for 

minor illnesses and injuries through HealthExpress 

seven days a week.*

Scripps Symptom Checker 

            The Symptom Checker is available online  

24/7 to help you assess symptoms, get tips 

for self-care, provider referrals for telemedicine or  

in-person office visits.*

Scripps E-Visit 

            You can go online 7 days a week and fill  

out a questionnaire that goes directly to a 

Scripps provider* and you’ll get a care plan.

 Need a prescription? It will be sent to your pharmacy. 

MyScripps App

All Scripps telemedicine options are available through 

MyScripps, our secure and convenient online patient 

portal. Simply download the free MyScripps app to 

connect with your health using your mobile device.  

You’ll find it’s easy to:  

     • Message your providers  

     • See test and lab results

     • View your medical records

     • Schedule in-person appointments

     • Check in for appointments

Download the MyScripps app today. 

At Scripps, we’re here for you—with convenient care in person or virtually. 
Now it’s easier than ever before to get the care you need, when you need it. 
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Spirit of Stonewall Award winners share their stories
By DREW SITTON

Each year, San Diego Pride 
hands out several awards to or-
ganizations and people that have 
made outstanding contributions 
to the LGBTQ+ community. The 
honorees will receive their awards 
at the free Spirit of Stonewall Rally 
on Friday, July 14 from 6-7 p.m. at 
the Hillcrest Pride Flag.

All Pride celebrations stem from 
the anti-police violence riots at the 
Stonewall Inn in New York City 
in June, 1969. The rally recogniz-
es the activist roots of Pride with 
LGBTQ+ advocates giving speech-
es during the awards ceremony. 

This year, Imani Rupert-Gordon, 
the Executive Director of the 
National Center for Lesbian 
Rights (NCLR) is giving the key-
note speech amid what she calls 
unprecedented attacks on the 
LGBTQ+ community.

In addition, LGBTQ+ and repro-
ductive justice advocate Vernita 
Gutierrez is speaking. Maksym 
Datsenko, a recent Ukrainian 
immigrant, will share his lived 
experience as a gay man seeking 
asylum from the anti-LGBTQ+ 
hate that Russia is imposing on 
the region. Maria Schembri will 
speak about supporting LGBTQ+ 
youth and Amber St. James will 

represent the drag community 
to share how the art form brings 
healing, liberation and joy. Jai 
Rodriguez and Fernando Lopez 
are hosting the event and will 
hand out the awards.

“All of them are focused on 
helping our community thrive,” 
Lopez said of the award recipients.

Last year, there was a clear 
theme of centering API (Asian, 
Pacific Islander) activists and 
standing up for trans rights. The 
threats facing the LGBTQ+ com-
munity have grown in scope since 
then and the Stonewall Awards 
recipients have a wider array of 
focuses. People are being honored 

for the MPox response, support-
ing trans people, and stand-
ing up for justice in the face of 
discrimination.

“I think the through line, if 
there was one, is combating the 
systems of white supremacy,” said 
Lopez. “What we're really talking 
about is highlighting some of the 
really key players who have do-
ne some significant and powerful 
work in the last year.”

The Drag Community was 
named this year’s community 
grand marshal. To learn more 
about that, please see the article 
“Drag, trans communities united 
against hate” on Page B16.

CHAMPION OF PRIDE: 
CHRISTYNNE LILI  
WRENE WOOD

The Champion of Pride is the 
highest award handed out each 
year and is given to someone 
who demonstrated outstanding 
leadership in the LGBTQ+ com-
munity over an extended period 
of years. This year, the honor goes 
to Christynne Lili Wrene Wood, 
a transgender woman residing 
in East County who has repeat-
edly stood up for herself and the 
larger trans community when 
facing discrimination – all with 
her warmth and self-deprecating 
humor intact.

This year, she refused to cave 
to rightwing backlash over her 
using the women’s locker room 
at the Cameron Family YMCA in 
East County. She continued to at-
tend her water aerobics class and 
counter-protested the groups or-
ganizing to have her barred from 
the gym.

“After first … suffering a min-
ute of heartbreak and trauma, I 
managed to get pissed and stood 
up to them with the help of oth-
ers,” Wood said.

This was not the first time oth-
ers attempted to keep her from the 
proper facilities. In 2016, Crunch 
Gym in El Cajon ended her mem-
bership as she transitioned so she 
would not be in the locker rooms, 
which is against a law authored 
by Senator Toni Atkins. With the 
help of the ACLU, she faced down 
the owner there. When the issue 
arose again in Santee, from mem-
bers rather than the owners, she 
refused to back down knowing it 

would make it more difficult for 
other trans people to use the prop-
er facilities.

“How the hell can I as a trans 
elder then betray the next 10 to 20 
generations that follow me?” the 
Navy veteran said. “I don’t come 
from that kind of DNA.”

She explained that her grand-
parents marched with Dr. King 
during the Civil Rights movement. 
In other legal scuffles, she has con-
tinued to fight for trans rights for 
those younger than her. She has al-
so been part of organizing LGBTQ+ 
people in East County. She fund-
raised for trans child Jazz Jenning’s 
memoir to be bought and donated 
to public schools and is currently 
helping a progressive candidate 
campaign for the school board.

“I'm that next generation and 
this is the next generation of civil 
rights to follow that. That is my re-
quired duty– to stand and fight for 
the rainbow family and for those 
rainbow children that follow,” she 
said.

COMMUNITY SERVICE:  
NAYA MARIE VELAZCO

The Community Service award 
recognizes an up-and-coming 
leader in the LGBTQ+ community. 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender.

Beth Israel 

Christynne Wood (left) stands next 
to SoCal ACLU Executive Director 
Hector Villagra at the Dodger’s Pride 
Night on June 16, 2023 where she 
was hosted by the SoCal ACLU. 
The Pride night occured after the 
Dodger’s received national pressure 
to disinvite the Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence. Other LGBTQ+ groups 
threatened to boycott if the Dodgers 
did not include them on the guest 
list. The sisters were invited back 
after the controversy. (Photo courtesy 
Christynne Wood)

Naya Marie Velazco (right) at an event celebrating volunteers. (Photo courtesy 
Naya Marie Velazco)

SEE STONEWALL, Page 15
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Latina transgender advocate Naya 
Marie Velazco is being honored for 
her dedicated work to improve 
the lives of Black and brown 
trans women and other gender 
minorities.

“Especially now, with all the 
rhetoric that's going on and all the 
hateful rhetoric, it just feels nice to 
be seen. It feels nice to feel valued, 
to feel validated and to feel seen,” 
Velazco said about receiving the 
award.

She currently serves as the 
director of programs for the 
Transgender Health & Wellness 
Center and has experience pro-
moting sexual health, HIV pre-
vention and community building.

“San Diego does have this level 
of cultural competency, but sad-
ly, a lot of my peers and our con-
stituents are still experiencing 
harassment, discrimination, vio-
lence. They're being denied access 
to jobs,” she said. “As much as we 
are visible and we're proud to be 
visible, it's still not safe.”

While building a database of 
volunteers, Velazco has loved 
networking to get more trans 
representation on boards and 
initiatives. Volunteers receive an 
accelerated professional develop-
ment program.

“I try to give people the oppor-
tunity, a network, develop skills, 
and just a platform where… 
they're poached by agencies and 
they're given jobs. I like to create 
opportunities. I like to scale lead-
ership,” Velazco said.

Right now, she is using her po-
sition to bring institutions such 
as UCSD and John Hopkins to 
conduct research on marginal-
ized communities that have often 
been overlooked and understud-
ied. Beyond just HIV prevention, 
the research about trans people 
by trans people will provide more 
demographic information and 
quality of life data that can shape 
policies.

Already, Velazco said there is 
a crisis of trans elders who were 
on the front lines of fighting for 
LGBTQ+ rights now struggling in 
poverty.

“I know that we're stronger to-
gether– LGBT but sadly the T, we 
are strong, we are resilient, we are 
beautiful, but we are tired. And 
we need help,” she said. “Unless 
we see Black and brown transgen-
der people, queer people thriving, 
then we're not doing a good job.”

From here, Velazco intends to 
expand her work to help trans 
elders and hopes to work with 
elected officials to have protec-
tions for trans people woven into 
more laws.

STONEWALL SERVICE  
AWARD: TRANSFAMILY  
SUPPORT SERVICES

The Stonewall Service Award 
is given to an organization that 
has supported the LGBTQ+ com-
munity over several years or made 
an exceptional contribution in the 
past year. TransFamily Support 
Services (TFSS) won the honor 

after standing firm against na-
tional hate aimed at trans youth.

“We know that the awards are 
generated by the community so 
to have the community really 
see and recognize our work is a 
very big deal,” Kathie Moehlig, 
Executive Director of TFSS, said.

Moehlig founded the nonprofit 
eight years ago following years of 
grassroots advocacy that started 
with her own transgender child 
when he came out at 11 years old.

“Back then people didn’t know 
what the word [transgender] 
meant much less that it affected 
young people. We had no doctors 
that were willing to work with 
him. Schools had no idea how to 
support him,” she explained. “As 
I was advocating for him… other 
families would reach out asking if 
I would help them with their kids.”

Eventually, she created the offi-
cial TransFamily Support Services 
which now employs many gender 
variant people and has served a 
total of 4,000 trans individuals 
and their families.

“We’re a one stop shop for fam-
ilies of trans kids,” Moehlig said.

While based in San Diego, the 
organization has a national scope 
with a chapter in Alabama. There 
are virtual support groups for par-
ents, children, young people and 
mentors. In addition to families of 
trans children from age 3-30, the 
organization offers medical and 
insurance navigation for trans 
people of all ages. The oldest client 
today is 78. TFSS also sponsors 
Alabama Trans Pride.

The work has grown over many 
years but this year contained spe-
cial circumstances. Amid nation-
al fervor claiming LGBTQ+ people 
groom children, TFSS’ Halloween 
party became a target.

“Our little 1200 person event 
got national attention and nation-
al hate. It was extremely stress-
ful,” Moehlig said.

Instead of canceling the Boo 
Bash, TFSS organized the com-
munity to create a Wall of Love 
so children attending would not 
be exposed to the hateful rhetoric 
of protesters across the street.

“To me that’s just the heart 
of the queer community. We all 
show up for each other,” she said.

The event itself was amazing 
according to Moehlig.

“Watching in particular our 
really young trans kids that are 
very isolated– they’re the only 
trans person in their family, many 
times they’re the only trans kid at 

their school, and so for them to be 
able to come into community and 
meet other kids like them and kids 
of all different ages and thriving 
adults– was major.”

She loves watching parents 
worried for their child’s future 
eventually get to see them thrive 
like other kids their age.

“Trans kids are like every other 
kid. They just need to be provided 
with safety and understanding,” 
Moehlig said.

LARRY T. BAZA ARTS  
& CULTURE AWARD:  
LINDSEY DEATON

In honor of Larry T. Baza, for-
mer Pride co-chair and arts boost-
er, Pride recognizes a local artist 
or arts organization annually. 
Baza died in 2021 from COVID-19 
at age 76 and is remembered for 
using the arts as a means to el-
evate, educate, and advocate for 
the LGBT+ community. This year, 
Lindsey Deaton is being honored 
with his namesake award.

She is the first transgen-
der woman on the board of 
Diversionary Theatre and the 
South Bay resident founded the 
San Diego Queer Youth Chorus.

“I have an artistic home in San 
Diego, both with San Diego Pride 
and Diversionary Theatre,” she 
said. “I cherish both of those rela-
tionships deeply. They are evoca-
tive of Larry T. Baza.”

Deaton is a choralist, artistic 
director and playwright who 
is known for starting the trans 
choral movement. She founded 
queer chorals in Los Angeles and 
Cincinnati. The Trans Chorus 
Los Angeles (TCLA) is the largest 
group of trans and non-binary 
people anywhere in the world to 
come together to create music.

She was a top choralist in the 
Catholic Church until she was 
fired in 2013 for coming out. 
Despite her house foreclosing and 
the change in career, her transi-
tion allowed her to be happier 
than she’d ever been.

“I lost everything when I tran-
sitioned,” Deaton said. “It's just 10 
years later right now… and so I'm 
just really grateful that I've been 
able to, number one, be myself, 
and continue to be an advocate 
and an artist, and I'm grateful to 
be back in my hometown.”

In 2014, her trans activism be-
gan when the queer youth chorus 
she founded, Diverse City, hosted 
a vigil for Leelah Alcorn. The 
17-year-old transgender girl died 

by suicide – an event that gained 
national media attention when 
her suicide note was published 
and she detailed how isolated she 
was as a transgender teenager.

“Everybody wanted to know 
what happened and what hap-
pened was four-and-a-half years 
of conversion therapy. That's what 
happened,” Deaton said. “Leelah 
is buried underneath a headstone 
that reflects her dead name.”

Six months prior to her death, 
a Black transgender woman, 
Tiffany Edwards, was shot in the 
face in the middle of a Cincinatti 
street. Ohio was a deeply red 
state at the time but the city was 

considered an oasis for the queer 
community.

“There was a real strong move-
ment in Cincinnati to get it right,” 
Deaton said.

A Cincinnati children’s hospital 
expanded its transgender health-
care program to more than 1000 
families in the wake of the trag-
edy. After moving back to San 
Diego five years ago to care for 
aging parents, Deaton still often 
thinks about her former home. 
Ohio is one of the states where 
transgender children are barred 
from participating in sports.

www.jfssd.org
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Parents brought their kids through a ‘Wall of Love’ at the Boo Bash 
organized by TransFamily Support Services. (Photo by Drew Sitton)

Lindsey Deaton conducting during a rehearsal with the San Diego Gay Men's 
Chorus, the San Diego Women's Chorus, the San Diego Queer Youth Chorus 
and other folks at Petco Park ahead of Out at the Park Night with the San 
Diego Padres on April 14, 2023. (Photo courtesy Lindsey Deaton)
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Drag, transgender communities united against hate
By DREW SITTON

Sporting dangerously high 
heels and glamorous outfits, drag 
performers will strut at the front 
of the Pride Parade on July 15 as 
this year’s community grand mar-
shal. Hundreds of contingents will 
follow their lead.

“I can't wait to see our drag 
community leading the parade 
because that means that the entire 
LGBT community and all of our 
allies in that parade will literally 
have their back,” Fernando Lopez, 
Pride Executive Director, said.

The move to honor the drag 
community comes as over a doz-
en states consider bills to limit 
or ban the art form, the most 
draconian of which has already 
passed in Tennessee. Locally, 
events in which drag performers 
interact with children such as at 
TransFamily Support Services’ 
Boo Bash or Drag Queen Story 
Hour have been targeted by 
protesters claiming that LGBT+ 
people are “grooming” children. 

Those accusations harmfully 
conflate pedophilia with the edu-
cation and advocacy role of drag 
performers as well as cross-gen-
erational work to help LGBTQ+ 
children in unsafe situations.

“It makes it very hard for us to 
exist, even in our local commu-
nities,” said drag mother Amber 
St. James, a title bestowed on her 

after she formed a drag family by 
mentoring, loving and supporting 
multiple young performers.

DRAG FUNDS THE FIGHT
For decades, drag performers 

have been on the frontlines of pro-
tecting the LGBTQ+ community, 
whether it be Stormé DeLarverie 
and Marsha P. Johnson at the 
Stonewall Inn or later fundraising 
efforts throughout the AIDS crisis.

“[Drag performers] were al-
ways, always at the front of that 
fight, to raise money for our com-
munity and they still are,” Nicole 
Verdes of Lambda Archives said.

In 2023, San Diego drag stars 
used their performances to raise 
money for Lambda Archives, the 
ACLU, Planned Parenthood and a 
myriad of other causes.

“Every organization or indi-
vidual or issue turns to our drag 
community for support in times 
of celebration and protest. Drag 
communities really build fami-
lies, build networks, and are of-
tentimes the educators and advo-
cates of our community,” Lopez 
said. “I don't think that they very 
frequently get enough credit for 
the direct action, advocacy, edu-
cation and fundraising that the 
drag community really does for 
the broader LGBTQ community.”

Even with the Pride celebrations 
set to center the drag communi-
ty, drag performers held a march 
and rally turning the spotlight on 

attacks on trans rights. On Sunday, 
June 18, drag stars and support-
ers including “RuPaul’s Drag Race 
All Stars” Season 1 winner Chad 
Michael participated in the Drag 
March for Trans Rights.

At the rally following the 
march, Joseph Rocha, a plaintiff 
in the lawsuit that repealed the 
military’s Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 
policy, emphasized how important 
drag families are in the LGBTQ+ 
community.

“Legendary mothers like 
queen mother and Nicole Murray 
Ramirez and Chad Michaels were 
more mother to me than anyone 
who brought me into this world,” 
he said.

TRANS, DRAG COMMUNITIES 
DISTINCT

The attacks on trans rights are 
connected to and overlap but are 

still different from drag bans – just 
as the communities are.

“So many people are making 
it seem as if like, ‘Oh, these drag 
performers are trying to turn ev-
erybody trans or these trans folks 
are just drag queens’ and it's like 
no, no, no, baby. These are two 
different things, right?” said St. 
James, who is also the education 
and advocacy coordinator for SD 
Pride.

Drag as an art form subverts 
and parodies gender roles yet it 
is performance, not identity. For 
many trans people, including St. 
James, drag is the first place they 
can explore new gender expres-
sions in a safe environment.

“Having that space to be able to 
do that exploration was so, so, so 
integral to really me becoming the 

Drag queens and trans people marched alongside each other amid national 
crackdowns on gender subversion. (Photos by Drew Sitton)

Amber St. James performs at the Transgender Day of Visibility celebration at 
Fair@44 along El Cajon Blvd. They are the drag mother for Haus of St. James 
and co-founded Sisters of St. James Productions. (Photo courtesy Deborah Moreno)

SEE AGAINST HATE, Page 17

The Women’s Museum of California held a Women of Pride panel discussion 
where the historical significance of drag’s art and activism was discussed 
by panelists (left to right) Nicole Verdes of Lambda Archives, moderator 
Cassie Harris of SheFest, Councilwoman Dr. Jennifer Campbell, and Dr. 
Marie Draz of SDSU’s LGBT+ studies program.

Members of San Diego’s chapter of Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence march. The group was recently the subject of 
controversy when the Dodgers invited then uninvited the 
sisters to their Pride Night over their spoofing of nuns. 
They were invited again when other LGBTQ+ groups 
threatened to boycott the event if the sisters were not 
included.

Nicole Murray Ramirez and Chad Michaels lead the Drag March for Trans Lives.

Assembly candidate Joseph Rocha noted how drag 
mothers care for the entire LGBTQ+ community.
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confident person that I am in my 
trans identity,” St. James said.

Drag queen Ajax, the emcee of 
the rally for trans rights, noted 
that at the end of the show she 
takes off her wig and dress – and 
with it the danger of being per-
ceived as gender nonconform-
ing. For drag performers who 
are trans, that danger is present 
whether they are on the stage 
or not.

Still, when laws are meant to 
enforce gender norms, the inter-
twined communities are both at 
risk. Historic anti-cross-dressing 
or ‘masquerade’ laws were wea-
ponized against drag perform-
ers and trans individuals alike. 
During police raids of gay clubs 
and institutions, people not wear-
ing at least three items of clothing 
from their assigned sex were ar-
rested for sexual deviancy.

DRAG EMPLOYS PEOPLE
Strawberry Corncakes told ral-

lygoers that when she came out 
as a trans woman, she thought 
about ending her drag persona. 
However, she quickly encoun-
tered employment discrimination 
where someone hiring would see 
her in person just to immediately 
turn her down.

“I do drag to survive as a trans 
woman. I know I'm not the only 
one,” Strawberry Corncakes told 
the crowd.

In November 2021, McKinsey & 
Co. found that transgender adults 
are twice as likely as cisgender 
adults to be unemployed, plus 
there exists a 32% wage gap for 
those who are employed.

“[Trans people] might also feel 
like drag performance is one of 
their only avenues for success and 
employment,” Lopez said about 
the way the two communities 
overlap.

Tootie Thomas, the owner of 
drag dining venue Lips, also gave 
a speech at the event. As a trans-
gender business owner and lead-
er of the business district along El 
Cajon Blvd., she has worked hard 
to gainfully employ trans people 
while still performing in drag sev-
en days a week.

“We must continue to push 
back against those who are actu-
ally acting to restrict our rights, 
diminish our light, limit our ex-
pression and restrict us from mak-
ing a living,” she said at the rally.

As a homeless teen, Lopez saw 
their first in-person drag show 
ever at Lips. They said, “It felt like 
magic to me. It felt like home.”

Lopez recalled that Thomas al-
ways gave a speech to customers 
at the end of the show in the ‘90s 
urging them to support marriage 
equality. That tradition remains 
to this day with new social justice 
issues.

“Drag has always been a site 
of liberation and exploration 
and freedom… Not only through 
the creativity of it all, but really 
through the activism and be-
ing able to really make my voice 
known as… a Black person… as a 

non-binary, transfemme person,” 
St. James said.

DRAG BRINGS ACCEPTANCE
The art and advocacy of drag 

are inseparable.
“Activism is just about mak-

ing these socio-political shifts 
and drag does that on micro and 

macro scales,” said Dr. Marie 
Draz, the director of LGBT+ stud-
ies at SDSU. “It denaturalizes our 
ideas of what bodies are, what 
they can do, what they can look 
like, how they can move and sud-
denly it’s like ‘Oh, maybe this is 
more open to interpretation and 
play than I knew.’”

Individuals may become more 
open to trans and gender noncon-
forming people after an eye-open-
ing drag show. For many non-queer 
people, drag shows might be the first 
place they witness out and proud 
people not stifling themselves.

“Thinking of drag as an LGBTQ 
art form, and why is it that it is so 

threatening? Well it’s a place to 
play, it’s a place to subvert,” Dr. Draz 
said at a Women of Pride panel. “It’s 
a space where straight people come 
close to the joy of queerness.”

“It’s so much fun. I love bring-
ing straight people to Lips,” 
echoed Dr. Jennifer Campbell, 
City Council member, during the 
panel discussion at the Women’s 
Museum of California.

ACTIVATE THE ALLIES
At the Drag March for Trans 

Lives, Strawberry Corncakes 
noted how many straight wom-
en especially love coming to drag 
shows and asked them to step up 
to protect the entertainers.

Panelists at the Women of Pride 
event also called for activating the 
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Strawberry Corncakes shared some of the daily decisions she makes to stay 
safe, including avoiding booking events in Downtown, using the bathroom 
before going to the movies, and avoiding conservative areas of the county.

Chad Michaels, the most famous drag queen in San Diego due to winning 
the first season of “RuPaul’s Drag Race All Stars,” waves a trans flag while 
marching down University Ave. (Photos by Drew Sitton)

Against hate
CONTINUED FROM Page 16

SDPD walked at the very end of the march and closed 
off University Ave. during the rally.

The march stayed mostly on the University Ave. sidewalk.

Councilman Stephen Whitburn carries a flag during the 
march.

SEE AGAINST HATE, Page 19
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to express themselves through 
art. The pieces they created had 
important messages about trans 
joy and API inclusion. Moreover, 

designing pieces is expected to 
produce a positive therapeutic ef-
fect on people.

The day before Rainbow 
Canvas, QAPIMEDA held a 
“Queering API History” event and 
discussed their past, and as an 
extension, envisioned the future 

of QTAPI at the event. It was a 
meaningful time to think about 
themselves more.

San Diego Pride is eager to 
“foster pride, equality, and re-
spect for all lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, and transgender commu-
nities locally, nationally, and 
globally” by not only celebrat-
ing their identities but also af-
firming their shared resilience 
in the face of adversity. Pride is 
moving forward through events 
like this, which make it easier to 
build communities and for people 
to gather together.

The Pan-Asian Night Market 
at the San Diego Pride Festival 
will be open on July 15-16 with 
queer and trans Asian, Pacific 
Islander, Middle Eastern and Desi 
American DJs, drag performers, 
and dancers taking the stage.

According to Fernando López, 
Executive Director of San Diego 
Pride, diverse LQBTQ+ artists are 
prepared to perform and counter 
hate by being full of joy and love. 
“From the vibrant urban femi-
nism of nonbinary bisexual artist 
Princess Nokia to the door-opening 

queer charisma of Saucy Santana, 
we see reflections of our diverse 
and strong community.” They add-
ed that other performers’ activism 
“further demonstrate the power of 
representation and the necessity of 
giving a platform to these critical 
conversations.”

Attendees of the Rainbow Canvas event during QTAPI week created posters 
and decorations for July’s Pride celebration.

Four API artists had their art on display in the Pride offices during QTAPI 
week. (Photos by Juri Kim)

QAPIMEDA
CONTINUED FROM Page 7
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Her activism now is based in 
West Hollywood and San Diego. 
She continues to work with queer 
youth in the local chorus where 
she is inspired by their creativity.

“Because of how we are exist-
ing right now, in this particular 
culture and time, queer youth are 
having to be very creative, daily. 
Sometimes they're having to be so 
creative so they protect their own 
lives when they go to school,” she 
said. “It's a time of experimenta-
tion and exploration.”

HERO OF PRIDE:  
DR. CARLTON THOMAS

Dr. Carlton Thomas, the 
self-proclaimed “Gay Doctor 
Ruth,” is being honored for his 
work during the MPOX outbreak. 
Through the Mayo Clinic trained 
gastroenterologist’s popular so-
cial media profiles @doctorcarl-
ton on TikTok and Instagram, he 
combatted fear with queer sexual 
health education and information.

“Dr. Carlton Thomas did some 
incredible work in a really scary 
time for our community,” Lopez 
said.

As the infection spread through 
primarily the gay male communi-
ty, it reminded many people of the 
early days of the AIDS epidemic. 
People were afraid it would con-
tinue spreading without govern-
ment intervention and support.

Thomas ended up advising the 
CDC, organizing vaccine clinics 
and was recognized by the White 
House for his work.

“He did some inspiring work 
to protect our community and I 
think his recognition is very well 
deserved,” Lopez said.

FRIEND OF PRIDE:  
JUDY VAUGHS

Judy Vaughs, public affairs 
manager for Planned Parenthood 
in the Pacific Southwest, is hon-
ored as the Friend of Pride. This 
award acknowledges that Vaughs 
is not a part of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity but she has nonetheless 
been a stalwart supporter of the 
community for years and made 
a contribution to LGBTQ+ rights 
this year.

Vaughs is a community orga-
nizer advocating for healthcare 
equality and access. When attend-
ing events, she does not just show 
up and speak, but rather shows 
up and listens to the community 
needs.

“You really just have to be 
there,” she explained. “My ap-
proach is holistic because I really 
am thinking through the different 
barriers.”

She noted that while the health-
care system is broken in general, 
there are also many different 
specific barriers to receiving 
care, whether they be financial, 
physical, transportation issues 
or gender inequities. Under the 
Trump administration and then 
the pandemic, it became more dif-
ficult to access reproductive care. 
The Dobbs decision overturning 
Roe V. Wade was something she 
had prepared for but still impacted 
Planned Parenthood locally and 
at a national level.

“She really played a pivotal role 
in ensuring that the messages 
here in San Diego highlighted the 
intersection of the LGBTQ com-
munity and abortion and repro-
ductive justice,” Lopez said, noting 
that the Dobbs decision tore down 
the legal framework from which 
marriage equality, contraception, 
and even the decriminalization of 
gay sex were enshrined as rights.

Vaughs said organizing needs 
to be “rooted in centering the 
most marginalized people.” She 
urged other allies not just to think 
about LGBTQ+ rights during 
Pride month, but to keep that en-
ergy and focus throughout the 
entire year.

LIGHT OF PRIDE: 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL

Temple Emanu-El will receive 
the Light of Pride award at Light 
up the Cathedral on Wednesday, 
July 12. The interfaith religious 
service during Pride week al-
ways honors a faith-based group 
or organization which serves 
the LGBTQ+ community. Rabbi 
Devorah Marcus of Temple 
Emanu-El will give the keynote 
address at the service.

“We were just ecstatic because 
it's just such a huge honor. This is 
totally fitting for our history and 
working values,” associate Rabbi 
Benj Fried said.

The Reform Synagogue located 
in Del Cerro has been a stalwart 
supporter of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity for years. The synagogue is 
part of a social justice-focused tra-
dition and was the first Jewish or-
ganization in San Diego to march 
in the Pride Parade in 1998. They 
have marched every year since.

“It's a big deal, to be the first, 
to be the one that goes out on 
the ledge, so to speak, and stands 
up for what is right,” said Fried. 
“There was a lot of hurt. A lot of 
people had been rejected by their 
religious communities, particu-
larly during the AIDS epidemic.”

Today, the temple has many 
LGBTQ+ members and, in the 
form of Fried, leaders as well. 
Reform Judaism was on the front-
lines of the labor movement to end 
child labor, the Civil Rights move-
ment and now fights for LGBTQ+ 
rights.

“That's really who we are– a 
community that is very socially 
engaged, a community that cares 

a lot about spreading a message 
of love and inclusion,” Fried said.

In recent years Temple Emanu-
El’s advocacy committee orga-
nized for trans rights, voting 
initiatives, climate change and 
against gun violence.

Lopez said Temple Emanu-El 
has “really been doing an excep-
tional job highlighting the rise 
of antisemitism across the coun-
try, here regionally, and how 
that intersects with the LGBTQ 
community.”

Fried said, “Our people in the 
synagogue are just good people… 
they're not ostentatious, they're 
very humble, but they're also very 
loving and very giving of them-
selves and that's what makes such 
a really great community, and in 
particular a community where 
so many people of diverse back-
grounds, diverse family struc-
tures, are able to be comfortable 
and to be themselves.”

Fried, alongside Rabbi Marcus, 
will represent Temple Emanu-El 
at Light up the Cathedral to re-
ceive the Light of Pride award. 
The religious service takes place 
Wednesday, July 12 at 7 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral in Bankers Hill.

STONEWALL PHILANTHROPY: 
BLENDERS EYEWEAR

A group, organization or in-
dividual which has diligent-
ly raised funds to support the 
LGBTQ+ community is awarded 
with Stonewall Philanthropy 
each year. Since 2021, Blenders 
Eyewear has donated $50k to 
LGBTQ+ organizations using 
100% of the proceeds from its 
Pride collection.

Often companies profit off of 
Pride apparel but instead Blenders 
benefits the group it is marketing 
to with its unique, fashion-for-
ward Pride sunglasses each year.

Blenders Eyewear, along with 
other Stonewall award recipients, 
will be honored at the Stonewall 
Rally on July 14 at the Pride flag.

Stonewall
CONTINUED FROM Page 15

Dr. Carlton Thomas (Photo courtesy 
SD Pride)

Judy Vaughs (right) takes a selfie with her team as they wait to make a 
public comment at a meeting. (Photo courtesy Planned Parenthood)

Temple Emanu-El marching in the 2022 Pride Parade. (Photo by Drew Sitton)

Against hate
CONTINUED FROM Page 17

allies – in particular those who 
think people have the right to 
do what they want or that the 
focus on genitalia is strange. 
Rather than being a laissez 
faire stance in which LGBTQ+ 
people are left to protect them-
selves, these can be organizing 
principles.

In some places, allies are 
already stepping up. At the 
Boo Bash, LGBTQ+ adults and 
allies created a ‘Wall of Love’ 
so trans kids could attend the 
Halloween event, which in-
cluded a Disney Villain drag 
show, unimpeded by anti-trans 
protesters across the street. For 
Kathie Moehlig, the founder of 
TransFamily Support Services, 
witnessing people coming to-
gether to protect drag events 
and trans kids has been 
beautiful.

“Because of the hateful rhet-
oric, there are more people 
leaning into ‘How can I support 
the queer community?’ that 
maybe were always accepting 
but not willing to be active al-
lies, not understanding that 
allyship means being active,” 
Moehlig said.

At the Pride Parade, 
LGBTQ+ people and allies will 
have the back of drag perform-
ers once again. The festival 
includes a drag show on each 
stage as well as a huge show on 
Sunday, July 16 at 6 p.m. with 
surprise guests. For those in at-
tendance, it will be a chance 
to uplift and celebrate the 
community that has so often 
done the same for the entire 
LGBTQ+ community.

“Drag has always been this 
space where I can find so much 
joy and so much community,” 
St. James said. “Drag really is 
freedom.”
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