
Thanks for Voting Us Best Breakfast!    richardwalkers.com

Fresh Strawberry Patch Waffle

USA Today has named Petco Park as the best MLB ballpark in its 2023 rankings. According to USA Today, 
‘Petco Park truly is the perfect ballpark. It’s embedded right in the heart of downtown San Diego with the skyline 
basically on top of you. Petco Park has the best food and beer selection in baseball to go along with the top-
notch location. And now that the Padres are among the more exciting teams in MLB, the game-day atmosphere 
measures up with the stadium itself.’ Petco Park opened in 2004, replacing Qualcomm Stadium as the Padres’ 
home ballpark following approval by a public vote in 1998. (Photo by Thomas Melville)

Downtown’s DiamondDowntown’s Diamond Uptown 
Planners to 
hold special 
election

By DREW SITTON

Uptown Planners will hold a 
special election to fill two seats 
after a confusing debacle regard-
ing bylaw reforms, complaints to 
the city, and accusations of Brown 
Act violations.

At a special meeting on April 
21, the board debated the mi-
nutiae of their bylaws, city com-
munications and the Brown Act 
for hours after facing backlash 
for appointing former chair Mat 
Wahlstrom to fill the rest of a 
four-year term left empty by Helen 
Rowe Allen resigning. While no 
details were decided at the meet-
ing, members voted to create an 
ad hoc election committee headed 
by Mary Mackenzie to plan, find 
candidates and hold a vote.

By the end of the meeting, 
Wahlstrom had left the board ta-
ble at the front of the Joyce Beers 
Community Center to sit with the 
audience to observe a frustrated 
board angry at the city and pro-
gressives undermining the board’s 
independence.

The controversy highlights 
the recent changes in planning 
groups’ function, support and 
power. Volunteer elected commu-
nity members are still struggling 
to adapt to a city listening to their 
input less and investing less in the 
boards after a series of reforms 
both within certain planning 
groups and as city-wide policy.

REFORMS
After years of attempts, the 

city passed sweeping reforms in 
Sept. 2022 with the stated hopes 
of increasing transparency, 

SEE SPECIAL ELECTION, Page 12

Honorary mother of Downtown 
celebrates 60 years of marriage

By DREW SITTON

Gordon and Joyce Summer are 
celebrating their 60th anniver-
sary on May 11 – another major 
accomplishment for the couple 
who are a cornerstone of the 
Downtown community.

Originally from New Jersey, 
halfway through their marriage, 
the pair moved to Downtown San 
Diego in 1993. The Summers had 
always wanted to live in a city 
but not one as crowded as the big 
apple. San Diego became the per-
fect opportunity to switch from 
suburban to urban while they 
swapped coasts.

Joyce and Gordon Summer pose on their Balcony in the Discovery building 
in Cortez Hill. (Photo by Drew Sitton)SEE 60TH ANNIVERSARY, Page 6
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NAMED #1 IN RELIABILITY IN 
THE  WEST FOR 17 YEARS IN A ROW

Always Forward.

“ I’m proud to be part of a company that works hard every day to provide 

reliable energy to our community. It’s satisfying knowing that my co-workers 

and I are directly responsible for powering the lives of our customers.”

Kat L. 
Lineworker

 *  ReliabilityOne® Award winner for ‘Outstanding 

Reliability Performance among utilities in the 

West’ given by PA Consulting.

© 2023 San Diego Gas & Electric Company. All copyright and trademark rights reserved. 
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Art exhibition fundraiser to benefit Monarch School’s unhoused students
By JURI KIM

On Thursday, April 13, students 
from Monarch School displayed 
their artwork at the University 
Club Downtown. The preview 
event gave a peak at the sec-
ond annual Metamorphosis Art 
Exhibition— a fundraising event 
celebrating the resilience of the 
artists themselves.

As a creative youth develop-
ment program, the exhibition in 
May will feature over 100 pieces 
by students, collaborative works 
between students and teaching 
artists, and pieces from San Diego 
regional artists.

“‘Metamorphosis’ represents 
the children who keep going 
through changes,” said Elizabeth 
Pennington, Vice President of 
Philanthropy. She added that cre-
ating art affects children emotion-
ally to heal themselves.

Monarch School is the only 
K-12 school in the nation de-
signed specifically for unhoused 
children. Monarch School’s staff 

nurture resilience in unhoused 
youth and their families by em-
powering children to open them-
selves up through art.

Sarah Cusey, an art manag-
er, oversaw the exhibition and 
preview event. During the three 
months of preparation, the art-
ist-built organization Space4Art 
led workshops for students as a 
community partner. These pro-
fessional artists taught students 
about visual art, dance, and 
music. Students expressed their 
ideas and abilities freely using the 

expertise that they learned such 
as color mixing, painting tech-
niques, and more.

The Metamorphosis Art 
Exhibition will be held on May 
12, from 5:30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m., 
at Monarch School’s Center for 
the Arts, The Chrysalis, located 
at 1805 Main Street.

“The Chrysalis was new when 
we launched our Metamorphosis 
Art Exhibition last year,” said 
Monarch School Project CEO Afira 
DeVries, “The 6,000-square-foot 
space has a theater, dance studio, 

gallery space, visual art classroom 
and music maker space and has 
helped grow our Creative Youth 
Development programs. Funds 
raised from Metamorphosis 
will help us continue to operate 
the space and its creative arts 
programming.”

Art pieces including paint-
ings, photography, f iber arts 
and sculptures, that represent 
the self-growth and determina-
tion of the students, are going 
to be showcased. A cocktail re-
ception, a tour of the exhibition, 

student performances, art-
ist talks, and an auction are 
planned. In particular, people 
who attend this event have a 
chance to buy art in the auc-
tion. Monarch School plans 
to host the fundraising event 
annually.

Tickets for the annual fund-
raiser are $250 for individual 
tickets and $400 for a pair. To 
appreciate students’ artworks 
and to register for this program, 
visit; https://monarchschools.org/
metamorphosis-2023/

Seaport debuts climate 
science program for 
local students

By JURI KIM

On Thursday, April 6, local of-
ficials and Pacific Beach Middle 
School students toured the 
Seaport Climate Science Program 
at Pepper Park, a new program 
teaching local students about cli-
mate science with hands-on expe-
riences on the ocean.

During the field trip, students 
conducted a few science experi-
ments such as dissecting lancet-
fish stomachs and examining the 
slimy contents, using echosound-
er technology to monitor fish pop-
ulations, gathering ocean water 

SEE CLIMATE SCIENCE PROGRAM, Page 7

School officials speak at a preview event. (Photos by Juri Kim)

Students were instructed to create art with the theme of “Metamorphosis” 
for the show.

Students used microscopes to view 
plankton and other life in the sea 
water. (Photos by Juri Kim)

The field trip included a boat ride on the water the students studied.
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Take a deep dive into personal examination of quality-
of-living and how to minimize second-guessing your 
end-of-life wishes. This discussion between experts will 
help you explore the fundamentally philosophical deci-
sion of when it is time to begin the dying process.  
 
Stanley A. Terman, PhD, MD., Medical Director of  
Caring Advocates; Gabrielle Elise Jimenez, Hospice 
Nurse, End-of-Life Doula, Conscious Dying Educator; 
Bill Simmons, retired attorney

Sunday, May 21 1:30 – 3:00 PM PDT  
Free on ZOOM Register at our website  
hemlocksocietysandiego.org 
Visit Hemlock Society of San Diego on their Facebook and YouTube channel 

When is it time to die? 
Examining quality-of-life and preparing  

those who will honor your wishes

Bringing fresh produce year-round to San Diego

In the 1880s, San Diego experi-
enced an exceptional land boom, 
which caused the population to 
expand from 5,000 to 40,000 
in only a few years. However, a 
world-wide recession followed, 
and by 1890 the population 
numbered 16,000 remaining 
residents. The town survived the 
fall of the real estate boom with 
the next decades providing for 
the growth of this port city and a 
renewed interest in agricultural 
production that would spur the 
city’s economic growth.

Beginning in 1868, with the 
construction of Alonzo Horton’s 
500-foot pier at the end of 5th 
Street, the community was served 
by an industrial and warehouse 
waterfront, which acted as a ro-
bust economic engine for the city 
until the mid-1950s. The area 
provided a major connection be-
tween the international incoming 
ships and the local commerce and 
related industries. Early exports 
included fruits, grains and other 
cultivated crops, as well as hon-
ey. San Diego became the number 
one producer of honey in the en-
tire country!

In the early 20th century, San 
Diego’s civic leaders hoped for and 
promoted local agricultural pro-
duction as a means of spurring in-
creasing and sustainable econom-
ic growth. On July 19, 1911, in the 
official opening statement for the 
Panama-California Exposition, 
D.C. Collier extolled the virtues 
of San Diego as an “agricultural 
utopia,” hoping to lure visitors to 
come and remain in greater San 
Diego as farmers. His and others’ 
speeches proved effective, as a 
city of 16,000 hosted 3.7 million 
visitors, and additionally started 
a national craze for local Spanish 
Colonial Revival architecture that 
swept the country!

These expectations were defi-
nitely not denied, as the San Diego 
harbor became a very busy place. 
Even before the completion of the 
Panama Canal and the opening 
of the San Diego and Arizona 
railroad, the Julian Produce 
Company, billed as the largest 
“commission Fruit and Produce 
House on the Coast” was boasting 
that it had “expedient facilities for 
handling and crating shipments 
on account of having railroad 
trackage facilities at the door 
and can load and unload cars at 
a minimum expense.” They ad-
ditionally already had branches 
in San Francisco and Escondido, 

which “enabled them to have 
fruits during the entire season.” 
In the daily market reports, they 
solicited goods from local grow-
ers and promised to make prompt 
reports of remittance and would 
handle express shipments.

The business was started in 
1899 by John E. Vince and C.K. 
Stout at 5th and I streets (now 
Island Ave.). As it expanded, the 
firm moved to larger quarters at 
6th and I. Business was evidently 
booming as after only six months, 
the need for more space became 
necessary. Julian Produce had 
grown to include not only pro-
duce, but crawfish and watermel-
ons from Mexico. Julian Produce 
Company entered into a contract 
with La Pescadora company to 
manage their entire output, and 
to expand shipment to Mexico 
City, Portland and Seattle. The 
weekly cargo was approximately 
7000 pounds of succulent fish.

The watermelons, highly 
desired by San Diegans, were 
brought up from the extreme 
southern end of Lower California 
on the steamer, Benito Juarez. 
The first load of 1,050 melons 
was slightly delayed because of 
the loading of so many melons. 
For good measure, the load includ-
ed cases of garlic, green peppers, 
cantaloupes, and eggplants. Not 
to waste space, the ship’s manifest 
also included 40 passengers!

By January of 1912, most of the 
company’s stock had been bought 
out by K.J. Horton — no relation 
to San Diego’s Alonzo Horton. 
This Horton was from Australia, 
but like our Horton, decided that 
San Diego was the best place on 
the globe. He had extensive expe-
rience in wholesale trade in both 
Australia and East Africa. He and 
his family set up residence on Front 
Street between Beech and Cedar.

In July of 1912, needing to ex-
pand, the company purchased a 

large block on the corner of 7th 
and J Streets for $25,000. The 
corridor between 6th and 7th was 
now known as “Produce Row.”

A chief investor, the Boone 
Investment Company, then com-
missioned building contractors, 
A. and H. Brownlee to erect an 
industrial structure. The two-sto-
ry Italianate style building is of 
poured concrete with a flat roof. 
It represents a significant exam-
ple of the early use of reinforced 
concrete in local building practic-
es. The owners wanted a “strong, 
extra heavy” building to enable 
them to expand upward if neces-
sary. The edifice featured large 
garage bays on 7th Avenue and 
framed in storefronts on J Street. 
The ground floor presented an 
asymmetrical facade with even-
ly spaced windows in horizontal 
rows. The second-floor facade was 
symmetrical with evenly spaced 
windows. It featured paired, singe 
hung sash windows with boxed 
cornices supported by double 
brackets. Decorative flat pilasters 
alternated with horizontal span-
drels adorned the front. Doors 
were single and provided entrance 
at various points. The use of dec-
orative features represents the 
aesthetic and well as functional 
purposes of the structure.

The interior was considered 
very “modern” with large eleva-
tors, separate rooms for vegeta-
bles, fruits and other produce, 

separate rooms for nuts, grains, 
fish and even dairy. Eggs were 
.37¢ per dozen! There even ex-
isted a separate banana room to 
ensure that the fruit did not rip-
en too quickly. In 1917, Julian 
Produce decided to carry cacti, 
hoping to entice buyers to try 
the edible varieties. And in 1919, 
Christmas decorations were also a 
staple, although they announced 
that the offerings for 1919 would 
be scarce due to the assemblage 
of California birds that stole the 
seeds and holly berries. Greens 
would be imported from Oregon. 
However, the price of potatoes was 
coming down, and stock prices for 
navel oranges were greatly in-
creasing on the markets in New 
York and Philadelphia. Good news 
for the growers!

The Julian Produce Company 
building, like many of its former 
neighbors, now houses a popular 
eatery, The Blind Burro, on the 
street level. The restaurant fea-
tures Mexican food made with 
fresh produce and ingredients, 
and with its logo, the burro, seeks 
to illustrate the culture of hard 
work and tenacity of Mexican 
agriculture. The second floor has 
offices and living spaces.

—Sandee Wilhoit is the 
Historian and Lead Tour Guide for 
the Gaslamp Quarter Historical 
Foundation. She can be reached at 
swilhoit@gaslampfoundation.org.

JULIAN PRODUCE COMPANY 
WAREHOUSE

(1912)

679 J Street

Contractors: A & H Brownlee

Architectural Style: Italianate 
Revival /Commercial

Gaslamp Landmarks

By SANDEE WILHOIT

The Julian Produce Company Warehouse Building’s commemorative plaque.

The warehouse sits on a well-traveled corner. (Photos by Tim Trevaskis)
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Find support for the mental 
well-being of you and your 
loved ones.

MENTAL 
HEALTH 
MATTERS

Learn more at Up2SD.org 
Need information or support related to 

mental health or substance use? San Diego 

Access & Crisis Line: 888-724-7240

SAN DIEGO
LIVE WELL

‘80s celebrated at Mesa College showcase

The San Diego History Center 
and Mesa College’s fashion pro-
gram commemorated their 12-year 
collaboration for Fashion Redux 
2023 on April 20 at the History 
Center in Balboa Park. This Glam 
1980s event was presented by 
Margaret’s the Couture Cleaner.

Fashion students from Mesa 
College visited the History Center 
last fall to view inspirational gar-
ments from this era. The Historic 
Clothing and Textile Collection 
has over 7,000 items – putting it 
in the top 10 collections in the US.

Four garments by designer 
Arnold Scaasi were brought out 
of storage for students to view. 
Scaasi created gowns for several 
First Ladies, celebrities, and no-
table personalities. The garments 
selected were an elegant strapless 
gala dress, a blue strapless eve-
ning dress, a knee length olive 
dress and a floral printed dress.

Development manager Sheila 
Thomas gave opening remarks 
about programs at the muse-
um and then introduced Jordyn 
Smiley, Director of Fashion at San 
Diego Mesa College. Smiley led a 
discussion with the fours top stu-
dent winners this year: Ramses 
Alfaro Mendoza, Leo Cotton, Eddie 
Villarreal, and Robbie Matawaran.

Later, collections special-
ist Leilani Alontaga-Caithness 
and Jeremy Prince handed out 
awards to those students. The Best 
Translation of Historic Style went 
to Robbie Matawaran, the Most 
Innovative Garment was Eddie 
Villarreal, the Most Transformative 
Design was Ramses Alfaro 
Mendoza, and the Most Creative 
Fabrication went to Leo Cotton.

In the discussion with Smiley, 
the students talked about their 
inspiration and challenges as 
they went through the process of 
designing clothes with a 1980s in-
spiration. The devastating AIDS 
crisis of the 1980s and its impact 
on the LGBT+ community played 
a role in each of their designs.

During the evening, guests cast 
their vote for the “People’s Choice 
Award,” which also went to Leo 
Cotton. Cotton’s inspiration came 
from the construction details of 
Scaasi’s garments, such as the 
false button on the back of the 
red and black dress and the con-
tinuous panel of the olive dress. 
He created a jacket dress with a 
magnetic opening in the front. It 
was a convertible piece that could 

be opened to reveal just a peak of 
hand-painted flowers on the in-
side of the jacket-dress.

After the Q&A, guests viewed 
the exhibit, Fashion Redux 2023, 
which features the four student 
garment alongside the four histor-
ic inspiration garments. Visitors of 
this exhibit at the History Center 
will also see accessories from the 
1980s as well as photography of 
the pinnacle of the 1980s shopping 
experience in San Diego: Horton 
Plaza which opened in 1985.

The History Center is open 
Wednesday through Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit: sandiegohistory.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Vista Hill Foundation presents a 
luncheon and fashion show at the 
Town and Country Resort to support 
mothers practicing sobriety on 
Friday, May 5. For information call 
Rachel Peniche: (858) 514-5151.

42nd Annual Golden Scissors 
Fashion Show on May 12 from 
5-7 p.m. at a new outdoor quad 
at San Diego Mesa College. For 
tickets: https://bit.ly/3Lpfrj9

Hats Off to Children is a luncheon 
fashion show at the Dolce 
restaurant in Del Rayo Plaza 
on Friday, May 19. This event 
benefits the Rady Children’s 
Hospital. Call Susan Darnall for 
tickets: (858) 361-2725.

Fashion 4 Passion & Purpose 
at Morgan Run Country Club 
features nine eco designers. 
Hosted by the Miraclecatcher 
Foundation, the event benefits 
schools in developing nations. 
The event will be from 7:30-11 
p.m. on Friday, May 19. Ticket 
Link: https://www.betterunite.
com/fashion4passionpurpose

Fashion Files

By DIANA CAVAGNARO

Jordyn Smiley, Director of Fashion 
at Mesa College, and Jeremy Prince, 
Collection Specialist at the History 
Center. (Photos by Diana Cavagnaro)

Leo Cotton with a model wearing a 
jacket-dress awarded most creative 
and the People’s Choice Award.

Robbie Matawaran with a model 
wearing a black velvet dress 
honored as the Best Translation of 
Historic Style.

Eddie Villarreal was honored for the 
innovative dress design.

Ramses Alfaro Mendoza (left) won 
an award for Most Transformative 
Design.

Models display the student designs for the Fashion 
Redux event.

Arnold Gaasi’s dresses inspired the students and are on 
display at the History Center.
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Thirty years later, the 
Summers still live in Downtown, 
where they have seen it under-
go massive redevelopment and 
become a more lived-in city. 
Gordon remembers walking 
between two buildings in the 
‘90s on Broadway for a meeting 
around 5 p.m. on a visit before 
their move.

“I was walking… and looked 
up at these beautiful buildings. I 
said, ‘Gee it looks like a city.’ And 
then I noticed on the sidewalk: 
no people. What is this? Didn’t 
make sense at all,” he recalled.

He later learned everyone 
commuted to the suburbs at the 
time. There was no nightlife at 
all in Downtown, the couple 
said. Still, Joyce quickly made 
friends and became involved in 
the politics and development of 
the neighborhood. She orga-
nized for Downtown to have its 
own planning group and chaired 
many committees. Today, she 
works with the Downtown 
Partnership to help HOAs and 
building managers know what 
services the Partnership offers. 
Her long contact list helps people 
facing an issue get connected to 
someone who can help.

“I get involved in everything 
and I'm very good at networking. 
Well, I don't call it networking. I 
call it bringing people together 
for good,” said Joyce. “I love in-
troducing people to other people 
where they can help each other.”

So key has she been in orga-
nizing Downtown neighbors 
that in Sept. 2004 the City of 
San Diego made a Joyce Summer 
Day. At the time, she told council 
members “the city of San Diego 
is like my third child.” In 2020, 
a portion of Tweet Street Park on 
10th Avenue was named after 
her for her efforts in fixing it up.

Joyce’s local rise to promi-
nence belies some of the dy-
namics of their first decades of 
their marriage. The pair met at 
a Sweet 16 party when Joyce 
was dazzled by an 18-year-old 
Gordon. Joyce was dating anoth-
er boy at the time but did not let 
that stop her.

“I dumped him that night. I 
remember standing in front of 
the garage… [Gordon and I] were 
chatting and that was it,” Joyce 
said. Gordon assumed she was 
16 like her friend, something 

Joyce let him believe for a while. 
“I’ve known [Gordon] since I was 
14 going on 15.”

Her brother Alan Massarky 
said the family story goes that 
when Joyce returned from their 
first date, she told their mother 
“Isn’t he dreamy?” While they 
broke up a few times in the ensu-
ing years and saw other people, 
they eloped when Joyce was 17 
and Gordon was 21 in 1963.

The most challenging years of 
their relationship pre-date their 
marriage. When Gordon spent 
six months with the National 
Guard, his friends saw this as 
their opportunity to court the 
enigmatic Joyce. One even pro-
posed and on Gordon and Joyce’s 
wedding day begged Joyce’s 
mother to stop the ceremony. 
Despite this intervention, he re-
mains a good friend of the mag-
nanimous couple.

Since marrying, the cou-
ple said the love has always 
been there. Their most recent 
challenges have arisen form 
Gordon’s health crises and Joyce 
being placed in the lonely role of 
caregiver.

“She’s had a tough time with 
me,” Gordon said.

“I kinda dote on him. I treat 
him like a child,” Joyce admitted.

“My mother also told her that I 
was high maintenance,” Gordon 
said amid laughter. When the 
pair finished teasing each other, 
Joyce added, “We still love each 
other very much.”

The relationship itself has nev-
er been in question.

“They have never wavered 
from their love for each other or 
for Glenn and I and the rest of 
the family or friends,” said their 
son Todd Summer, who works 
in San Diego as an associate vice 
president at SDSU.

The relationship has under-
gone change though, through 
new jobs, cities and raising 
kids. Joyce dropped out of college 
when they married. At different 
companies, she would become 
a top sales person in the region 
or nation only to move when 
Gordon’s advertising job took 
them someplace else.

Todd and Glenn, the pairs’ 
sons, noted that their mother’s 
work helped them view women 
as strong and taught them ev-
eryone has the same opportu-
nity and can achieve whatever 
they want to achieve.

Eventually, Gordon grew eager 
to leave New York and jumped at 

a job offer from a new friend that 
would bring them to San Diego.

“I said to Joyce, ‘We're going to 
San Diego.’ She said, ‘Well what's 
the salary?’ ‘I don't know. I didn't 
ask him.’ She said, ‘What's the 
title?’ I said, ‘I don't know; I'm 
gonna help him run his compa-
ny,’” Gordon recalled. “We were 
that ready to go out here.”

“Well he was,” Joyce tempered 
his statement.

Despite not being consulted 
ahead of the decision to move 
cross country, Joyce quickly be-
came involved in the Meridian 
building where they lived in the 
Marina District while she did 
not have a job. She also made 
fast friends with the people of 
Downtown and was unable to 
walk a block without someone 
greeting her. Since then, she has 
taken on countless projects ben-
efitting the region and is known 
for being organized and bringing 
people together.

Nestled in their Cortez Hill 
apartment inside the Discovery 
building, Gordon explained, “In 
New York I had a career and I 
was ‘somebody’ right? When we 
came here, I am now Mr. Joyce 
and I've been Mr. Joyce ever 
since we moved to town here 
because she's been very active 
and I have not.”

Gordon prefers it that way. 
Despite downplaying his role, 
his creativity and experience in 
marketing has been key to the 
development of Downtown. He 
picked out the color schemes of 
the Downtown neighborhoods 
reflected on signs and the two 
of them put on the Sand Castle 
championship on the pier for sev-
eral years prior to the pandemic.

Todd noted that in recent 
years his parents transitioned 
from just being partners at home 
with family to sharing their 
work and volunteering.

“Anything I do, he helps me. 
Anything he does, I help him. 
We’re together 24/7,” Joyce said.

Gordon has edited reports, 
speeches and lent his artistic 
talent to her efforts.

“She really enjoys what she 
does,” he said. “She enjoys do-
ing community work and I enjoy 
watching her enjoy.”

The Executive Director of 
the San Diego Downtown 
Partnership, Betsy Brennan, first 
met Joyce when Brennan was a 
new staffer for Council District 
1. Joyce took to the time to meet 
all the young city staff.

Many years later, one of 
Brennan’s favorite memories 
was the party Joyce threw for 
her when she got a job at the 
Partnership. Brennan, a single 
mother, had just moved to San 
Diego and her children had yet to 
join her. Joyce, a talented cook, 
made meatballs— a homemade 
meal that nourished Brennan 
deeply. At the party, Brennan 
met the couple’s neighbors and 
friends, not just business owners.

“A lot of people know about 
things like the sand castles and 

60th anniversary
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

SEE 60TH ANNIVERSARY, Page 14

Gordon and Joyce laugh and smile while leaning in for a kiss.

Gordon Summer loves classic cars and makes Photoshop art with them 
in front of local landmarks. (Photos by Drew Sitton)

Joyce Summer, the daughter of restaurant owners, is a renowned cook 
who loves hosting people and cooking for them.

Gordon and Joyce Summer on 
their wedding day. (Photo courtesy 
Summer family)
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Low pressure math tournament boosts girls’ confidence
By JURI KIM

On Saturday, May 13, from 
12:30 to 5 p.m., The All Girls 
STEM Society (AGSS) is go-
ing to hold the “All Girls Math 
Tournament” at Logan Heights 
Library. AGSS is a non-profit orga-
nization that strives to ameliorate 
the under-representation of wom-
en in STEM fields by encouraging 
future generations of girls.

All Girls Math Tournament 
(AGMT) is AGSS’s biggest annual. 
It is a math competition where over 
100 young girls get to challenge 
their problem-solving skills. There 
are three age divisions: grades 3-4, 
grades 5-6, and grades 7-8. The 
competitors solve math problems, 
figure out puzzles, and eat delicious 
snacks, through three different 
rounds: sprint, target, and team.

AGMT introduces participants 
to contest math in an encouraging 
environment and furthers their in-
terest in STEM fields. It is a unique 
opportunity for girls to solve chal-
lenging math problems in a sup-
portive setting, taking an introduc-
tory step into math contests, which 
are often the gateway to advanced 

math education. Furthermore, 
participants will be able to meet 
other girls their age with similar 
interests and extend their mathe-
matical knowledge. They will learn 
communication and cooperation by 
collaborating with others.

“A lot of the young girls we see 
have never had the opportunity to 
participate in a low-stakes math 
competition,” said Emmie Kao, 
Director of Math Curriculum & 
Co-Director of Operations. “I asked 
many of the ones in the lower 
grades last year, and they all said 
that they had never done a math 
competition before. AGMT gives 
them exposure to how a math com-
petition runs and what it feels like 
to compete while allowing them to 
have fun with their friends during 
the team round and games.”

Since the gender disparity in 
STEM fields is still severe and 
women only fill 27% of STEM 
careers, AGSS strives to boost 
confidence for girls through their 
all-girls environment.

Selene Wang, Director of 
Fundraising and Outreach, said “I 
think the most important part of 
AGMT is having fun. In addition 

to enjoying our mid-contest 
snacks and winning cute prizes, 
we hope that you will find joy in 
solving challenging math prob-
lems and logic puzzles while work-
ing with your peers. AGMT is a 
very low-pressure contest, so just 
come with what you know and try 

to solve as many problems as you 
can. Ultimately, the goal is not to 
get first place (though that’s cer-
tainly great), but to have a blast of 
an afternoon doing math!”

In addition to the tournament, 
AGSS’s upcoming events in May 
to July are:

• Rube Goldberg Workshop, 
June 6 at Mission Valley Library

• NASA Astro Camp, from June 
30 through July 1.

More details and sign-up link 
are available on the website at 
https://www.allgirlsstemsoci-
ety.org/

samples for testing, and examin-
ing plankton under a microscope. 
They discovered the difference in 
water temperature between sur-
face and deep water using a water 
quality testing station. They also 
explored ocean populations by 
finding fish and plankton.

“This program offers us new ac-
tivities that we didn’t experience 
before. Sometimes school work is 
boring, but we can find out new 
pieces of stuff here,” said Alarycia 
Coenon, 13, Pacific Beach Middle 
School student.

Pepper Park has been underuti-
lized in recent years. The program 
gives it a new purpose.

“There are many, many resi-
dents that haven’t had the oppor-
tunity to come to the park because 
of access, transportation, and for 
years it’s been closed off. But not 
anymore. This program is going 
to show that we are going to en-
gage our students to get here to 
learn and to have the opportu-
nity,” said Sandy Naranjo, Port 
of San Diego Vice Chair. “In the 
future when we have the Climate 
Science Learning Center, it’s going 
to be the whole region— all the 
communities in South Bay to San 
Ysidro.”

After two years of prototypes, 
the Seaport Climate Science 
Program is a proof-of-concept 
for the future proposed Seaport 
San Diego Learning Center. This 
is a partnership program be-
tween Birch Aquarium at Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography at 
UC San Diego, San Diego Unified 
School District, and Seaport San 
Diego.

The Seaport Climate Science 
Program is designed to give stu-
dents an opportunity to get an au-
thentic STEM learning experience 
outside the classroom. The objec-
tive is to make students curious 
about the environment and the 
planet as well as inspire them to 
protect the ocean. Hopefully, this 
program encourages students and 
prepares them to seek professions 
in the emerging “blue economy.”

The program is a long-term in-
vestment in getting the next gen-
eration interested in San Diego’s 
greatest resource: the ocean.

“These are the kids who are our 
future environmental stewards. 
Today is the day we start an in-
vestment in that for all of us, liv-
ing in the community,” said Harry 
Helling, Executive Director of 
Birch Aquarium. “Through these 
partnerships, this program will 
help lower barriers, ease access, 
and allow kids to see themselves 
pursuing STEM colleges in STEM 
careers.”

Climate Science 
Program
CONTINUED FROM Page 3
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Students conducted multiple 
experiments during their field trip. 
(Photo by Juri Kim)

Girls participate in the math tournament. For many, it is their first formal 
math competition. (Photos courtesy AGSS)

Second place winner in last year's 
tournament. 
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Celebrate Mother’s Day in Little Italy

We love Mother’s Day in Little 
Italy! Although we celebrate our 
mammas year-round, Mother’s 
Day is one day of the year to 
appreciate a little extra all the 
sacrifices the moms in our life 
make. Whether you plan to cel-
ebrate your mom, honor your 
mom who might no longer be 
with us, or celebrate yourself 
with your family, Little Italy has 
everything you’re looking for to 
create a spectacular celebration.

SHOPPING
Little Italy never falls short 

for having several shops to find 
unique gifts that will put an ex-
tra big smile on your loved one’s 
face. On the hunt for a stunning 
outfit to give your mom? There 
are plenty of boutiques scattered 
around the neighborhood such as 
Bluza Boutique, Crema Boutique, 
RosaMariposa, Stroll Boutique 
and many more, each having a 
unique set of options that will 

make your mom stand out this 
Mother’s Day. Within those bou-
tiques, you can also find dainty 
accessories and refreshing self-
care products that you can add to 
your gift. To match the fabulous 
outfit, head down to Irelia’s Fine 
Jewelry for top-of-the-line pieces 
of jewelry. Make your mom shine 
extra this Mother’s Day.

The sun is also beginning to 
peak its head out from the clouds 
which means, summertime! In 
preparation for the sunny days, a 
pair of luxury sunglasses should 
do the trick for a Mother’s Day 
present. Trading Looks and Specs 
in Little Italy offer a variety of sun-
glasses both expensive and budget 
friendly. Bright days also mean 
beach days! If your mom loves to 
take a dip in the stunning beaches 
or just enjoy the beachy vibes, you 
can find her a funky swim acces-
sories such as sandals or hats from 
Q Swimwear or Atacama.

If your mother enjoys fine art 
and home goods, this Downtown 
neighborhood has it all! Find 
unique home décor at Love and 
Aesthetics or new art collections 
at Stefanie Bales Fine Art or 

Adelman Fine Art Boutique that 
your mother will be grateful for.

DINING
There’s no better place to cel-

ebrate Mother’s Day than in the 
heart of Downtown. Aside from 
having stunning views of San 
Diego and the bay, Little Italy 
has a variety of cuisines that 
will make your mouth water! As 
a staple to the community, there 
is bountiful Italian restaurants 
ready to serve you and your party 
traditional Italian cuisine. Buon 
Appetito, Filippi’s Pizza Grotto, 
and Mimmo’s all take Italian 
food to the next level by offering 
authentic recipes that date back 
generations.

But there is more to Little Italy 
than just Italian food. If you’re 
looking for a place for breathtaking 
food and even more breathtaking 
views, Born and Raised is an ele-
gant restaurant serving high-end 
cocktails, juicy steaks, and other 
tasty appetizers. Overlooking the 
Piazza della Famiglia and the bus-
tling neighborhood, Coco Maya 
brings the Caribbean to the heart 
of San Diego. Serving flavors from 

the islands, Coco Maya transports 
you and your family to the tropics 
for the evening or the morning! 
You can never go wrong with sea-
food either. At Crudo Cevicheria 
and Oyster Bar, enjoy the flavors 
of the sea along with refreshing 
cocktails for Mother’s Day. As one 
of the newest restaurants in the 
neighborhood, Bun and Patti of-
fers a variety of gourmet burgers 
and salads and a delicious kids 
menu so everyone can get a taste 
of the ultimate burger in Little 
Italy. Bringing the whimsical to 
the chic, Wolfies Carousel Bar has 
the ultimate brunch menu for a de-
licious meal with your family right 
next to the intricate carousel. 

Mother’s Day is a special cele-
bration for many families. It’s a 
day to reflect and be truly grate-
ful for all that they have done. So 
take the time out of your day to 
show her how much you love and 
appreciate her by taking her to 
Little Italy!

For more information, please vis-
it us at LittleItalySD.com or follow 
us on Instagram @LittleItalySD, 
Twitter @LittleItalySD and 
Facebook @LittleItalySD.

Guilty plea 
in motel 
beating 
murder

By Neal Putnam

A man with a history of domes-
tic violence has pleaded guilty 
to second-degree murder in the 
beating death of his boyfriend in 
a Downtown motel.

Ryan Edward Breeland, 43, is 
expected to receive 30 years to life 
in state prison for killing Kenneth 
Banks, 32, who was found dead in 
a motel in the 4300 block of 10th 
Avenue in Downtown San Diego 
on June 9, 2021.

Sadly, Breeland himself told the 
victim this would happen when 
the victim attempted to break up 
with him previously, according to 
testimony from Breeland's prelim-
inary hearing in Nov., 2022.

A detective testified Banks told 
her Breeland hit him with a chair, 
punched, and stabbed him during 
a prior altercation.

In a recorded phone call from 
jail after Breeland was arrested 
for hurting Banks, Breeland told 
Banks "the only way out is the 
graveyard."

Banks had told him that he 
wanted to end their relationship. 
But Breeland replied, "No, that's 
not what will happen," and then 
predicted Banks would die from 
his hand, according to testimo-
ny from a detective at Breeland's 
preliminary hearing in Nov., 
2022.

The tapes of the conversations 
were played in court. Banks never 
responded to Breeland's chilling 
words. He ended each conversa-
tion with Breeland with "I love 
you."

Breeland also pleaded guilty 
to inflicting corporal injury to 
Banks with a knife, which was 
a prior domestic assault charge, 
and to committing a prior sex 
crime with a minor in South 
Carolina.

Deputy District Attorney Taren 
Brast said Breeland would face 15 
years to life for the murder plus 15 
years for the other crimes to total 
30 years to life.

San Diego Superior Court Judge 
Rachel Cano set sentencing for 
May 17. Breeland remains in jail 
without bail.

A motel worker found Banks' 
body in bed, covered with a sheet, 
and she ran from the room, think-
ing she might throw up. Dorothy 
Sanchez testified in the prelimi-
nary hearing that she thought 
Banks was asleep and was trying 
to wake him up.

The cause of death was blunt 
force head trauma, according 
to a deputy medical examiner, 
who showed the upper body on 
a large screen in court. Breeland 
looked up to view his partner's 
injuries on the screen just once, 
and looked down for the rest of the 
hearing.

How East Village is celebrating Mother’s Day

Even though we celebrate them 
year-round, on Sunday, May 14, 
spend the day celebrating the 
most important woman in your 
life: your mom. Whether you’re 
hunting for the perfect brunch 
spot or your next go-to spa, East 
Village hosts a range of options 

to choose from. Located in the 
heart of San Diego, East Village is 
a hub of art, food, and entertain-
ment. Surrounded by Petco Park, 
Balboa Park, the lively Gaslamp 
district and the bay, there’s no 
better place to explore with your 
family this Mother’s Day.

Brunch is never a bad idea – es-
pecially in Downtown San Diego. 
Casual and upscale restaurants 

Little Italy News

By CHRISTOPHER GOMEZ

East Village News

By ETHAN OLSEN

SEE EAST VILLAGE, Page 9

San Diego Jr. Theatre's Popular Summer Camps are Back! 
JT campers will participate in daily acting, singing, movement and spe-

cialty classes in weekly sessions offered from June 12 through August 18 
in beautiful Balboa Park. Acting and musical theatre intensives, as well 
as pre-professional conservatory camps are also available. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit juniortheatre.com or call 619-239-1311. 

 

Camps
Call us today to be a part of the  

Summer 
Camp Section  
858.270.3103  
Ads include color &  
150 words of advertorial.
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Views Views Views! 
The Grande North at Santa Fe Place has become one of the most 
desired addresses Downtown San Diego located on the waterfront, 
this 2 bedroom and den residence on the 36th floor has luxury 
grade finishes including granite countertops, custom cabinetry 
and lvish hardwood flooring. This spacious single story home offers 
wrap around views of the bay, city lights and dynamic waterfront 
activity. Full amenities include: pool, sauna, spa, steam room, com-
munity room, fitness center. 4 elevators, on-site HOA manager, 24 
hr security and visitors suite. Walk to Little Italy, The Embarcedero, 
Seaport Village and Waterfront Park. Gated parking for two cars. 

1205 Pacific Hwy. #3602 
San Diego, CA 92101

MLS# 5334712129 
$8,000

Manuel Bernal - Sunbealt Realty Services 
Broker, CalBRE# 00468198 

 949-690-2418 
mannyber@sunbelt.occoxmail.com

FOR RENT

line the streets providing ample 
opportunity to book the ideal res-
ervation for the celebratory meal. 
Popular options like Lola 55, 
Mexican cuisine and craft cocktails, 
Callie, elevated Mediterranean 
cuisine, Casa Octavio, Mexican-
American fusion, and The Mission 
/ East Village, a classic San Diego 
breakfast joint, offer spectacular 
brunch plates that’ll have you 
coming back for more. Later in 
the afternoon, visit local gems 
like Neighborhood, You & Yours 
Distilling Co., Fairweather Rooftop 
Bar, and El Dorado Cocktail Lounge 
for a unique dining experience 
with unforgettable libations and 
picture-worthy interiors. As we 
approach Mother’s Day, be sure to 
stay up to date with restaurants’ 
specials on their websites and so-
cial media. Reservations are sure 
to go fast!

In between bites, pop into a 
few boutiques during your stroll 
around East Village for a bit of 
retail therapy. Whether you’re 
looking for athleisure, streetwear, 
beachwear, or even home decor, 

we have it all. Stop by Wild Dove 
Boutique to find her new favorite 
piece in her closet, or do some 
quality home shopping at Altered 
Décor for candles, pillows, rugs, 
pots, and more.

After, treat your mother to a 
wellness day and get those en-
dorphins flowing with a class 
at Pilates of San Diego, a local 
boutique Pilates chain that of-
fers fun, challenging classes de-
signed to increase strength and 
mobility while decreasing stress. 
Gearing up for a full week, some-
times the perfect way to unwind 
and destress is to get moving! 
If this doesn’t sound like your 
mom’s cup of tea and she’s look-
ing for a day of pure relaxation, 
head over to Essence Thai Spa 
with their recently reopened 
sauna and hot tub or Little Thai 
Massage & Bodywork for a range 
of treatments that she’ll love. 
Essence Thai Spa offers quite a 
few different packages of varying 
treatments including Thai aroma 
therapy, foot scrub and massage, 
hand scrub and massage, reflex-
ology, infrared sauna, and more. 
Through a fun workout or a lux-
urious spa package, have an ener-
gizing day downtown with your 

mother and keep the festivities 
going!

Up for a little competition? Get the 
ball rolling at Punch Bowl Social or 
Tavern + Bowl this Mother’s Day 
for the perfect family outing. Open 
all day, stop by for a game or two 
and stay for the fun atmosphere. 
Both venues offer arcade games, 
delicious bites, and extensive craft 
beer lists to keep the fun going all 
day long. Known as some of the top 
bowling and entertainment venues 
in the city, Punch Bowl Social and 
Tavern + Bowl are great options for 
your family to explore this Mother’s 
Day in East Village.

While everyone has different 
ideas of a good time, there are 
plenty of options in East Village 
to explore this Mother’s Day to 
ensure your mom has a day to re-
member. Don’t miss the opportu-
nity to dine, shop, relax, and have 
some fun downtown this May and 
be sure to make your reservation 
ahead of time!

For the latest updates on East 
Village Association, please visit 
us at eastvillagesandiego.com 
and follow us on Instagram 
@EastVillageSD, TikTok @
EastVillageSD and Twitter @
EastVillageSD.

East Village
CONTINUED FROM Page 8

53rd annual Chicano Park Day

Families, cars and dancers descended on Chicano Park on April 22 to celebrate the community space beneath 
the Coronado Bridge in Barrio Logan activists spent years fighting for. For the first time in three years, people 
celebrated Chicano culture and a popular car show. (Photos by Thomas Melville)
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Allen Canyon a verdant hike through Mission Hills history
By CYNTHIA G. ROBERTSON

Living in San Diego since the 
‘80s and being a member of a local 
walking group called Walkabout, 
International has made me very 
familiar with the Mission Hills 
neighborhood. But as time has 
passed, storefronts have changed, 
restaurants closed down, with 
others coming in to take their 
place. The neighborhood itself has 
retained the same quiet, almost 
mystical appearance with grand 
mansions and winsome cottag-
es— all with gorgeous gardens.

Walkabout, International used 
to meet at Espresso Mio at the 
corner of Fort Stockton and Allen 
Rpad for Friday night strolls. But 
that little coffee shop overlooking 
a canyon is no longer there. In its 
place now is a sophisticated but 
warm and friendly dining expe-
rience called Wolf in the Woods.

Over the years, I had forgotten 
about that beautiful canyon be-
hind the neighborhood, believing 

that it was not accessible any-
way. But when I recently looked 
at a map of the area, thanks to 
information from San Diego 
Canyonlands, I was intrigued to 
learn about the very small Allen 
Canyon that starts right at the 
top of a very long driveway on the 
corner of Fort Stockton and Allen 
Road. Formerly called Allen's 
Dairy Road, the canyon runs from 
Fort Stockton Avenue all the way 
down to Mission Valley, a quarter 
mile east of the Presidio. However, 
poor trail maintenance means 

hikers cannot connect to Mission 
Valley.

The late afternoon when my 
husband and I explored the trail, 
dozens of hidden birds sang in 
the shaggy eucalyptus trees. A 
crow snooped around, probably 
looking for eggs and young of the 
songbirds.

Nasturtium plants love Allen 
Canyon. The giant leaves of this 
cheerful orange and yellow flower 
hug the sides of the road as you 
walk down. Prickly pear cactus, 
probably a hundred years old, 

have some showy flowers atop 
the fruit called tuna, a red rad-
ish-shaped fruit that can actual-
ly be eaten along with the fleshy 
green part of the cactus known 
as Nopales, often served raw or 
in dishes such as omelets in the 
Southwest.

As we ambled down the road, 
we were surprised by the depth of 
the canyon, over which rambling 
houses peer. It’s a secret place, 
somewhere you’d never expect to 
find with a path open to the public 
beckoning you to go any further.

But there the sign was, off to 
the left just past the trail entrance 
when we came to the end of the 
paved road: Allen Canyon Nature 
Trail.

We looked up and around us, 
bending low under the trees, 
stopping to examine healthy, old 
lemonade berry and laurel sumac 
shrubs. Intertwined among them 
was wild cucumber vine, with its 
curly tendrils, small white flow-
ers, and large prickly cucumber 
fruit.

The trail got narrower and more 
difficult to navigate as we walked 
further down. Medium and large 
creek cobblestones made it impos-
sible for us to walk any further. It’s 
a good idea to wear very sturdy 
hiking boots for this trail.

But even if you get no further 
than we did, the experience of 
walking the steep Allen road 
down to the beginning part of the 
nature trail will give you a fresh 

A crow sits in one of the trees overlooking Allen 
Canyon. (Photos by Cynthia G. Robertson)

Gigantic nasturtium leaves cover the sides of Allen 
Road leading down to Allen Canyon Nature Trail.

Allen Canyon Nature Trail in the woods of Mission 
Hills is a 3D, top-to-bottom visual treat.

Late afternoon sunlight paints the top of 
eucalyptus trees a golden color.

A very large, old Prickly Pear cactus with dozens 
of tuna fruits in Allen Canyon.

The entrance to Allen Canyon Nature Trail. SEE ALLEN CANYON, Page 13

Every year there are over twenty thousand chimney / 
fireplace related house fires in the US alone. Losses to 
homes as a result of chimney fires, leaks, and wind  
damage exceeds one hundred million dollars annually in 
the US. Additionally, mold, mildew, pollen, dust and  
flammable creosote are among the hazards that can 
build up and collect in the flue of a chimney. A thorough 
inspection, and cleaning if necessary, will dislodge and 
remove such build-ups.  
 
CHIMNEY SWEEPS, INC., one of San Diego's leading 
chimney repair and maintenance companies, is here to 
protect you and your home from losses due to structural 
damage and chimney fires. 
 
Family owned and operated and having been in  
business for over 30 years, Chimney Sweeps Inc. is a 
fully licensed and insured chimney contracting company 
(License # 97643@ and they are certified with the  
National Fireplace Institute and have an A+ rating with 
the Better Business Bureau. 
 
For a limited time, readers of this paper will receive a 
special discount on our full chimney cleaning and safety 
inspection package with special attention to chimney 
water intrusion points in preparation for the rainy season.
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Jimmy Carter’s  
Mexican Cafe 

 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

8AM - 9PM 
3172 5TH AVENUE 

SAN DIEGO, CA 
619-295-2070

Welcome to  
Bhojan Griha 

  San Diego’s Finest 
Nepalese Cuisine

2367 San Diego Ave,  
San Diego, CA 92110 

bhojangrihaoldtown.com 
7 days a week 11am- 9pm

15% OFF 
With coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

ThTlfffWB’DiH f Sl SfffW f f

Centrally Located and 
One Mile to Hillcrest, 
Newly Remodeled 
Rooms, Heated Pool 
and Jacuzzi, Fitness 
Room, Wedding and 
Event Spaces, Pet 
Friendly 
 
Home to The Waffle 
Spot Diner and  
The Amigo Spot  
Restaurant and Bar www.KingsInn.com

Longevity built on consistency at Jimmy Carter’s

From as far back as I can re-
member, both the American and 
south-of-the-border fare served at 
Jimmy Carter’s Mexican Cafe has 
delivered homespun comfort, as 
well as titillating spiciness when 
diving into the table salsas or 
entrees such as chili “colorado,” 
and pork (or chicken) bathed in 
Tlaquepaque sauce.

Tlaquepaque sauce heralds from 
the namesake city in Mexico. It re-
lies on roasted jalapeno and arbol 
chilies for achieving its two-punch 

kick. Regardless what you order, 
you can request it on the side for 
adding a little complexity to your 
tacos, burgers or omelets.

It’s pure coincidence that the 
owner’s name jives to former 
President Jimmy Carter’s—and 
that he seemingly shares his pro-
gressive politics and humanitar-
ian soul.

Take for instance the mus-
tached bracero statue overlook-
ing the main dining room. He’s 
holding a sign that reads: “The 
2nd Amendment was written 
when Arms were Muskets.” In 
this day in age, food and com-
mon-sense politics can indeed 
mix. And Carter, the personable 
restaurateur, makes no apologies 
for doing so.

Carter launched the eatery in 
1991 as a place for all-Ameri-
can grub—and with considerate 

options for vegetarians. Though it 
wasn’t until the early 2000s that 
he began introducing praisewor-
thy takes on Mexican food while 
implementing bold colors and lots 
of Mexican décor into the scheme. 
The revised concept took off from 
the get-go.

I’ve gleefully consumed nu-
merous dishes here, gravitating 
often to the well-seasoned, slightly 
sweet carnitas. The slow-cooked 
pork gives rise to egg scrambles, 
tacos, burritos, and quesadillas. 
I find it most blissful in its simple 
plate form, when served alongside 

limes, beans (pinto or black), rice, 
and warm tortillas.

In a recent visit, my companion 
opted for a pair of enchiladas filled 
with the carnitas. The meat was 
exceptionally juicy but without 
water-logging their pillowy corn 
tortilla casings.

I tried for the first time Jimmy 
Carter’s jalapeno poppers stuffed 
generously with melty, stringy 
Oaxaca cheese—a nice depar-
ture from commonplace jack or 
cream cheese. Served four to an 
order, only one was fiercely spicy. 
I was delighted to have intercept-
ed it—and so was my squeamish 
companion.

Other unwavering standouts 
from past visits include the 
deeply f lavored chili “colora-
do,” a dish claimed by Mexico, 
Spain and Texas, depending who 
you ask. Its name actually has 
nothing to do with the state of 
Colorado, but is derived from an 
accepted meaning of the word 
“red” in Spanish—that being 
colorado. Made usually with beef, 
Jimmy Carter’s gives you a choice 
of pork or chicken while adher-
ing to the classic draping of the 
urber-red adobo sauce. Prepare 
your palate for a stampede of 
f lavors from pasilla and dried 

ancho peppers as well as herbs 
and garlic.

In the zillions of chili rellenos 
I’ve engulfed over the years, most 
are made with Anaheim peppers, 
a rather safe choice compared to 
the zestier poblano chilies used 
here. These are delicately bread-
ed, fork-tender, and come with a 
choice of sauces listed in the menu’s 
“sauce guide.” Pair it with a cup of 
green-tinted albondigas soup fla-
vored with tangy tomatillos and 
pork meatballs, and you’ve scored 
a gratifying, affordable meal.

While some of Carter’s Mexican 
cuisine taps into recipes from that 
country’s provinces, others stick 

JIMMY CARTER’S MEXICAN CAFE

3172 Fifth Ave. (Bankers Hill)

619-295-2070, 
jimmycatersmexicancafe.com

Hours: 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., daily

Restaurant Review

By FRANK SABATINI JR.

Colorful on the inside and out 
(Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Chili ‘colorado’ Jalapeno poppers
A thoughtful political message 
greets diners. SEE JIMMY CARTER'S, Page 13
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organization, and diversity of mem-
bers of planning groups. The reforms 
also took away some of the power com-
munity planning groups (CPGs) had to 
oppose and appeal the approval of large 
housing developments for free.

City Attorney Mara Elliott also includ-
ed changes in the package to protect the 
city from liability. CPGs are indemni-
fied from lawsuits except in the case of 
Brown Act violations – a significant rule 
in this situation.

Certain planning groups had already 
made reforms to attempt to address the 
lack of renter, youth, and BIPOC rep-
resentation on their boards in smaller 
ways with term limits, outreach efforts, 
seats saved for renters, and other efforts.

During a brief period in which the 
Uptown Planners was filled with a pro-
gressive coalition in 2018, the group 
changed its bylaws so that empty board 
seats could not be filled by appointment 
but instead required public input in the 
form of a special election if a seat was 
empty more than 120 days out from the 
regular March elections. The bylaws do 
not allow for a seat to be left empty until 
the annual election outside of that 120 
day period.

In 2020, the city approved these by-
law amendments but did not update 
the rest of the bylaws to reflect that the 
board would no longer have appointed 
members. Instead, appointed members 
were referred to throughout the bylaws 
except in the section about filling emp-
ty seats and elections. The vague and 
contradictory bylaws added to the con-
fusion surrounding the appointment of 
Wahlstrom.

RECENT ACTION
In recent elections, the Uptown 

Planners board flipped again with 
more conservative members opposing 
major development projects winning 
in repeated landslides. The new board 
selected Wahlstrom as the chair a year 
ago. However, his term was set to expire 
April 4.

Due to people leaving the board, 
term limits, and other complications, 
in the March election in 2022, elect-
ed members had a wide array of term 
lengths. In the bylaws, candidates are 
supposed to say what seat they are run-
ning for. Without districts though, this 
is nigh impossible so a precedent is in 
place for the highest vote winner to re-
ceive the longest term and so on. With 
Wahlstrom receiving the least votes of 
the winning coalition, he was placed in 
a seat with only a year left in its term de-
spite his availability to serve for longer.

In a previous election, Roy Dahl was 
given a seat with a four-year term de-
spite knowing he would need to resign 
three years in due to term limits – a 
demonstration of how this precedent 
limited common sense appointments 
like Dahl receiving a term he could not 
fulfill. Without districts or the precedent 
though, election chairs or boards would 
have had leeway in who got what seat – 
a potential place for cronyism to enter 
into the democratic process.

Ahead of the annual election on 
March 7, the board’s February 7 meet-
ing included agenda item five that said 
“Determination Regarding Candidates 
For Election and Potential Candidate 
Forum.” The board was to consider 
the recommendations made by the ad 

hoc elections committee, chaired by 
Mary McKenzie. What those recom-
mendations were was not stated. In 
the subcommittee and communica-
tions, there was confusion about how 
many seats were open in the election, 
with Wahlstrom writing a letter to the 
committee asking he be considered to 
fill Rowe Allen’s seat as a possible solu-
tion. Later, McKenzie stated she did not 
know ahead of time that Stephen Cline 
would move to appoint Wahlstrom to 
the empty seat.

After Cline’s motion, the board vot-
ed to appoint Wahlstrom to fill Rowe 
Allen’s empty seat for another three 
years. When blindsided community 
members realized this appointment 
took place a month ahead of an election, 
there was outcry. People contacted the 
city to see if this may be a Brown Act 
violation since Wahlstrom’s appoint-
ment was not explicitly included in the 
agenda. With the board and city digging 
further into the bylaws, it became evi-
dent that the board was not allowed to 
make appointments in the first place – 
further muddying the waters.

“If we couldn’t do it, we couldn’t tell 
the public we maybe might do it,” said 
Tony Silvia in the special meeting.

RESPONSE
Public comment at the March 7 

meeting included complaints that 
Wahlstrom’s appointment vote should 
have been publicized clearly in the 
agenda ahead of the February meeting. 
Brer Marsh read out city communica-
tions that suggested the agenda item 
about the election was not adequately 
transparent about a possible appoint-
ment. The board might face further 
complaints or lawsuits without the 
defense of the city attorney if the city 
determined this did in fact violate the 
Brown Act.

In the wake of the controversy, the 
board held a special meeting on April 
21. Clifford Weiler brought forth a res-
olution to ‘cure and correct prior action 
of this board’ that would make the ap-
pointment of Wahlstrom null and void 
without admitting there was anything 
wrong in either the agenda or the vote. 
Board member Chris Cole said the out-
cry was based on personal vendettas 
and vengeance after losing the election.

Board member Mary Brown echoed 
his comments, stating, “Other groups 
have found no other way to challenge 
us, other than to try this underhanded 
thing. They can't beat us at the ballot 
box so they cause all this trouble, and 
they go behind the scenes and bring in 
the city...[which] does not like the fact 
that we are pushing back on their de-
struction of our community.”

In public comment, Sharon Gehl, 
one of the people concerned about the 
agenda item, urged the board to follow 
the current bylaws and hold a special 
election.

Weiler’s resolution eventually pre-
vailed, but only with Wahlstrom and 
other board members arguing they 
were concerned that the vote would be 
seen as capitulating to unfair criticism 
and threats when the board did nothing 
wrong. In their view, the agenda item 
about elections was vague enough to 
include Wahlstrom’s appointment.

“I don’t believe that is a Brown Act 
violation… Any attempt to cure, it is 
an admission, whether or not that’s the 
case with the legalese,” Wahlstrom said 

Special election
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

SEE SPECIAL ELECTION, Page 13
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U.S. based service. Call 1-855-903-3048
MobileHelp, America's premier mobile medical 
alert system. Whether you're home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free 
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com/ads
Diagnosed with lung cancer? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award - even with smoking history. No 
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Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR
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FREE
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Warranty*
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FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Dull and flat 
6. Baking measurement (abbr.) 
9. Education-based groups 
13. Not behind 
14. Runners run them 
15. Japanese ankle sock 
16. Grave 
17. Japanese industrial city 
18. People of southern Ghana 
19. Particular designs 
21. Device fitted to something 
22. Infections 
23. Pirates’ preferred alcohol 

24. Expression of sympathy 
25. Rock guitarist's tool 
28. Neither 
29. Ancient city of Egypt 
31. You __ what you sow 
33. Ruined 
36. Narrations 
38. Body art (slang) 
39. Fencing sword 
41. Apartment buildings 
44. Type of missile 
45. Fathers 
46. Extremely high frequency 
48. Type of school 

49. Incorrect letters 
51. Two-year-old sheep 
52. Nasty manner 
54. One who accepts a bet 
56. Indian prince 
60. Asian country 
61. Rhythmic patterns in Indian music 
62. “Uncle Buck” actress Hoffmann 
63. Detailed criteria 
64. Son of Shem 
65. Talked wildly 
66. Discount 
67. Not good 
68. Growing out 

CLUES DOWN 
1. Actor Damon 
2. A call used to greet someone 
3. Part-time employee 
4. Emaciation 
5. “Westworld” actor Harris 
6. Gains possession of 
7. Relaxing spaces 
8. 23rd star in a constellation 
9. Northern grouse 
10. Monetary unit of Bangladesh 
11. Manila hemp 
12. Unites muscle to bone 
14. Makes deep cuts in 
17. 18-year period between eclipses 

20. Member of a people inhabiting 
southern Benin 
21. Synthetic rubbers 
23. Unwelcome rodent 
25. Expression of creative skill 
26. Some is red 
27. Seems less in impressive 
29. Harry Kane’s team 
30. Gland secretion 
32. Action of feeling sorrow 
34. Disallow 
35. Deceptive movement 
37. More dried-up 
40. Crimson 
42. Actress Ryan 

43. Adherents of a main branch of 
Islam 
47. Accomplished American president 
49. Side of a landform facing an 
advancing glacier 
50. Sheep breed 
52. Appetizer 
53. Broadway actress Daisy 
55. Influential film critic 
56. NY Giants ownership family 
57. Type of script 
58. Assist 
59. London park 
61. Bar bill 
65. In reply indicator 
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.when asked to share his opinion 

since he had to abstain from the 
vote. “The whole thing is predicat-
ed upon the assertion that some-
how there was like some cabal or 
conspiracy to place me... rather 
than what it was, which was a 
good faith effort to try and get ev-
erything on track.”

However, fears that a lawsuit 
regarding Brown Act violations 
could lead to the board being dis-
banded were stronger. With his 
appointment voided and his April 
4 term expiration, Wahlstrom 
stopped leading the meeting half-
way through and sat back with the 
audience. The past two months ac-
tions undertaken with Wahlstrom 
as chair still stood with no retroac-
tive issues, according to research 
by Weiler on the Brown Act.

The next agenda item was 
about re-appointing Wahlstrom 
to the board, now that it was pub-
lic knowledge. However, whether 
the board had the power to make 
appointments was under scrutiny 

and Wahlstrom announced he 
would not accept a seat if he was 
appointed to it.

Some board members wanted 
to appoint Wahlstrom anyway as 
a show of support for their former 
chair but they were overridden by 
those who wanted to hold a special 
election as aligned with the city’s 
suggestion and their own bylaws.

Amid public comment for the 
new agenda item, Isaac Warner 
expressed his frustration that the 
meeting had been about saving 
face, not focusing on what is best for 
the public. The audience descended 
into an argument with obscenities 
shouted at each other. Eventually, 
the board, now headed by interim 
chair McKenzie, brought back or-
der and voted again to set up an Ad 
Hoc Election Committee to plan a 
special election. Getting even 1% 
of the 30,000 Uptown population 
to vote would be a major turnout at 
a regular election. Special elections 
tend to have even lower turnout 
than regular elections.

“We’ll have a special election 
and it’s stupid and unnecessary 
and yet it is the thing to do,” said 
board member Lu Rehling.

Special election
CONTINUED FROM Page 12

new vision. As we trudged 
our way back up the steep 
road, we had worked up an 
appetite and considered Wolf 
in the Woods for dinner, but 
decided to make a reservation 
for another evening when we 
were a bit better dressed for 
this elegant enclave.

The history of Allen Road 
is a storied one, which writ-
er Margot Sheehan wrote 
about for The Reader in 1992. 
She explained that in 1885, 
Mr. and Mrs. Sereno Allen 
arrived here from Kansas, 
went into the milk business, 
and raised 13 children. Their 
dairy prospered under sons 
Fred and Harvey.

In the meantime, this old 
milk-truck route was labeled 
on maps as Canyon Road, 
even though the Mission 
Hills residents always named 
it Allen’s Dairy Road. Later, 
when another Allen Street in 
San Diego was washed out, 
the city officially designated 
the truck road as Allen Road, 
making plans to grade and 
pave it.

But for 20 years, the people 
of Mission Hills dug in their 
heels and blocked the pro-
posed improvement. Finally, 
in the 1960s the city gave up.

And so the gift of Mission 
Hills residents to the com-
munity is a gorgeous little 
canyon filled with trees and 
shrubs bristling with birds; 
a creek with large cobble-
stones; perhaps an artifact or 
two left from the dairy days 
of Mission Valley; and very 
possibly, a wolf in the woods.

Allen Canyon
CONTINUED FROM Page 10

to culinary Americana, such as the 
gringo-inspired taco salad using 
ground beef. It’s served in a classic 
oyster-shaped fried tortilla along 
with shredded lettuce, tomatoes, 
beans and cheese. Pure comfort 
food to those whose non-Lati-
na moms rotated it through 
their weekly meal plans over the 
decades.

Vegetarians and vegans have 
it easy here, given the choice of 
Soyrizo and plant-based “beef 

crumbles” available across the 
menu.

As for breakfast, you’ll find re-
liable, foolproof choices such as 
huevos rancheros, red or green 
chilaquiles, house-made corned 
beef hash, plus a host of egg dish-
es, burritos, veggie medleys, and 
pancakes.

In addition to the main dining 
room, the restaurant offers comfy 
outdoor seating and a festive interior 
cantina with a bar that slings sturdy 
margaritas using fresh-pressed lem-
ons and limes. Service is brisk and 
the operation is well-staffed, with 
Carter himself often present.

Jimmy Carter’s
CONTINUED FROM Page 11
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a lot of the marketing ideas, but 
also just all the hours. Hours and 
hours and hours. Thousands of 
hours they put in,” said Brennan. 
“The amount of work they do be-
hind the scenes is just immense— 
and this is over 30 years.”

Joyce refuses to ask people for 
money while opening her home 
for political events. Instead, when-
ever someone new is elected in 
Downtown or takes on a key role, 
she hosts ‘friendraising’ events, 
ensuring they meet all the key 
players they will be working with 
in a social setting as well as meet-
ing some of the regular residents 
of the area.

Brennan said that while wait-
ing for her children in the early 
months at the Partnership, Joyce 
and Gordon acted as her pseudo 
family. Today, she still depends 
on Joyce to alert her if there are 
rumors or changes in the city con-
cerning the residents.

Joyce does not walk as far dai-
ly, but she still receives calls and 
texts asking for her assistance. 
A few months ago, Joyce learned 
that flooding had broken the el-
evators at a 29-story building 
and they had not been fixed for 
days. An elderly friend contacted 
her because she was running out 
of food and had no way to walk 
down the stairs.

Joyce contacted city council 
members and mayoral staff to 
no avail. Eventually Joyce went 

to the Partnership and Brennan 
was able to convince the city to 
intervene with the threat of Joyce 
going to the media if something 
was not done. The fire department 
then rescued the elderly and dis-
abled residents trapped on the 
upper floors.

“I couldn’t understand why no-
body wanted to help these people. 
It was terrible,” Joyce said. “When 
I said Downtown is like my third 
child I meant that. I really care 
about the people.”

Even while recounting the epi-
sode that demonstrated the limits 
of a politics based on personal re-
lationships, Joyce was careful not 
to be too critical of the council-
man and mayor that weeks later 
sought her support for the new 
homeless encampment ban (Joyce 
wrote a letter saying she was in 
favor of it, as long as the homeless 
people affected had a new home 
to go to).

Gordon is more blunt about his 
evaluations of politicians, claim-
ing that he is too old to care about 
hurting anybody’s feelings. The 
few arguments the couple has are 
over politics, with Gordon being 
more fiscally conservative than 
his wife, but still, they never go to 
bed angry as the old advice goes. 
Both of them crack enough jokes 
for heavier discussions to end in 
laughter.

Their son Glenn Summer ad-
mires their mutual optimism and 
good humor. He is thankful for the 
example they set in a rock-solid 
marriage which helped him pick 
a partner he could evolve with 

over the years. With his wife 
Bonnie, he has two daughters in 
Calabasas that are prized by their 
grandparents. One of his favorite 
recent memories with the family 
is when he and his parents joined 
Todd at a conference in Dallas 
when he was being given an in-
dustry honor. The family did not 
know anyone in the room but 
wanted to help Todd amid his 
advancement.

“My parents are social beasts,” 
exclaimed Glenn.

During a dinner, Joyce and 
Gordon worked the entire room, 
managing to meet everyone and 

talk up their son Todd. Glenn soon 
joined in and realized being social 
was not just who his parents are, 
but how they were spending their 
energy to make the event more 
memorable and special for Todd.

“They’re just easygoing, very 
honest and people react to that. 
They will meet somebody at a 
function and that person will 
become lifetime friends. It’s just 
incredible,” Todd said.

Many of those friends are now 
based in Downtown.

“San Diego’s fun. We’ve been 
having a lot of fun here,” Gordon 
said. “I’m happy being Mr. Joyce.”

For Joyce’s part, she often 
looks up at her husband with 
a smile, scolding him for ribald 
comments and checking to make 
sure he has enough coffee. As in-
tegral as she has become to the 
San Diego community, the care 
she shares with the world starts 
at home.

“Gordon’s a very kind person,” 
Joyce said. “He doesn't get up 
in the morning unless we kiss 
each other. We kiss each other at 
night.”

May 11 marks 60 years they 
have loved and supported each 
other.

60th anniversary
CONTINUED FROM Page 6

Joyce and Gordon Summer kiss in front of the Sand Castle Championship, which they organized for several years, in 
2018. (Photo courtesy Summer family)

4 GREAT WAYS TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS!

To place your order, contact Mike Rosensteel: miker@sdnews.com 619.865.2220

SAN DIEGO LGBT  
PRIDE GUIDE

Publishes  
July 7th

Our annual 30,000 copy guide 
covers everything you need to 
know about Pride. Inserted into 
papers, handed out at the Pride 
Festival and dropped off at 
high-traffic locations.

The 2023-24 Uptown Community Map 
will feature a calendar of events,  
local attractions and a list of important 
phone numbers. Don’t be left out -  
this popular piece will be handed out 
at all high traffic locations.

This useful, colorful pocket-sized guide will be 
filled with places to eat, shop , splay and stay in 
affluent Coastal San Diego.  Reach out to local 
residents and the thousands of visitors who  
vacation here every year. Guides are delivered to  
hundreds of locations throughout San Diego!

Voting for your favorite local  
businesses begins this month.  
Encourage your clients  
to vote you #1!

Patriotic Pride Guide

INSIDE: 
Festival Map 
Parade Route 
Events Schedule 
And More!

REE 
ROGRAM 

VISITOR’S  
GUIDE

Publishes  
this Summer

America’s 
Finest City  
la jolla • pacific beach • mission 
beach • ocean beach • point loma 
hillcrest • downtown • old town     
mission hills • la mesa • college area  

visitor’s guide FREE

restaurants • hotels • maps • shopping • attractions

Try
The

BBeesstt
MMeeaatt IInn SSaann DDiieeggoo

The Best BBQ starts   

COMMUNITY 
MAP

Publishes  
late Summer

COMMUNITY MAP
Uptown

2023/2024 EDITION

2023 BEST OF 
UPTOWN/DOWNTOWN

Publishes  
December

WELCOME THIS YEAR’S WINNERS!
San Diego’s urban core in the Downtown and 

Uptown communities is full of vibrant neighbor-
hoods, historic districts and unique businesses.   

From residents to houses, our neighborhoods com-
prise a balanced mix of young and old, established 
and new. Why would the dining and entertainment 
establishments we frequent be any different?  

Each year, we ask readers to weigh in on what busi-
nesses add to the fabric of the communities in the 
annual Best of Downtown and Best of Uptown 
awards. Due to the COVID-19 virus’ impact on 
advertising, these awards have been combined into 
one special edition highlighting businesses in both 
areas.   

Readers of Downtown and Uptown News were 
able to vote for dozens of local establishments in 
dining categories like happy hour, Irish pub, burrito, 
pizza and donut shop as well as retail categories like 
antique store and spa.   

San Diego Uptown News covers nearly a dozen 
neighborhoods, including Mission Hills, Bankers 
Hill, Hillcrest, University Heights, Normal Heights, 
North Park, South Park, Golden Hill, Kensington 
and Talmadge, as well as nearby regions of City 

Heights, Mission Valley and more. Downtown News 
covers another set of unique neighborhoods from the 
reaches of the ever-expanding East Village, to the 
majestic Gaslamp Quarter, through the twinkling 
lights of the Core/Columbia and Financial districts, 
to the shores of the Marina District and the Embar-
cadero, and to the piazzas of Little Italy. Our readers 
have spoken about their favorite establishments. The 
range of winners reflect our diverse neighborhoods, 
offering a glimpse of what it’s like to live in the urban 
core.   

As you look through these pages, we hope you 
find familiar names along with new faces. Swing by 
these spots for a taste of life and to support local busi-
nesses and service providers.   

To each of our 2022 Best of Downtown and 
Uptown winners, we extend hearty congratulations 
on your recognition. We hope our loyal readers — 
and your loyal customers, both new and old — con-
tinue to show you patronage for years to come. 

 
—The staff at San Diego Community  

News Group (sdnews.com)

DOWNTOWN

READERS CHOICE SUPPLEMENT TO UPTOWN NEWS/DOWNTOWN NEWS « JANUARY 06, 2023

URBAN OPTIKS

KINGS INN/THE WAFFLE SPOT

MISSION HILLS AUTOMOTIVE

DAVE’S FOWERBOX

LITTLE ITALY MERCATO

ABBAS, JENSON & CUNDARI AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION

ROYAL INDIA

UPTOWN &
HOB NOB HILL
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UC San Diego Health offers the best minds in medicine with a new location in Bankers Hill for you 
and your family.  

Choosing us for primary care also gives you access to world-class specialists and leading-edge 
treatments. We’ve been ranked #1 in San Diego by U.S. News & World Report, with 10 of our 
specialty care programs named among the top 50 in the nation.  

Services at this location include:

	■ Primary care for your family: Get preventive care, annual 
checkups, routine treatments and referrals to advanced care. 

	■ Heart care for adults: Top-ranked cardiologists treat 
congenital heart disease, atrial fibrillation (AFib), arrhythmia, 
heart failure and other conditions.

WORLD-CLASS PRIMARY CARE 
NOW OPEN IN BANKERS HILL

UC San Diego Health – Bankers Hill
2131 Third Ave.
San Diego, CA 92101

Complimentary valet and metered street parking 

Visit health.ucsd.edu/BHPrimaryCare or call 800-926-8273.
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PCA-4828-Comm-News_print-Ad-BH-PC.indd   1PCA-4828-Comm-News_print-Ad-BH-PC.indd   1 4/13/23   2:26 PM4/13/23   2:26 PM

sdnews.com 15San Diego Downtown & Uptown News
May 2023



Congratulations

REAL Marketing Inc. has helped real estate agents build their market 
share and client retention for more than 29 years across North America, 
specializing in increasing market share and improving customer 
retention. We are pleased to announce our team has helped Gregg 
Neuman and the Neuman & Neuman Team extend their lead in 
Downtown sales for the NINTH consecutive year.

REAL Marketing, Inc. is a marketing company dedicated to promoting real estate agents and their businesses. Gregg Neuman is the team leader of Neuman & Neuman Real Estate, Inc. a team of more than two real estate agents working together for Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties 
and the data above under Gregg Neuman includes all transactions closed by the Neuman & Neuman team. Many of the agents featured in this ad are also teams or sole practitioners. All information above was based upon data available at the end of December 2020, for January 1 through December 31, 
2020. The information is based upon data supplied by Sandicor MLS and includes all transactions reported under the agents named above. Neither Sandicor nor the MLS guarantees or is in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by Sandicor or their MLS may not reflect all real estate activities 
in the market. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Copyright © Trendgraphix, Inc. ©2020 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC. DRE 01317331

REAL Marketing, Inc. Congratulates the Top
Downtown San Diego Real Estate Agents in 2019!

TOP AGENTS in 92101
Total Sales by Real Estate Agent in 2022

(Incl. buyer sales and listings sold, January 1 - December 31, 2022)

95

32

30

26

16

15

15

13

12

12

12

10

9

TOP 10 in 92101

Total Sales by Company

1. Compass

2. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

3. Pacific Sotheby’s Intl Realty

4. Big Block Realty

5. Coldwell Banker West

6. Redfin Corporation

7. Hunter & Maddox Intl. Inc

8. Keller Williams SD Metro

9. Coldwell Banker Residential

10. Douglas Elliman of California

241

168

89

66

54

52

30

29

29

26

Results for 2020

6

6

6

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

Total sales for the 92101 zip code
decreased to 785 units last year, which
is a 0.51% decrease from 2019. The
average sales price increased 1.2% to
$674,200, while the average days on
market have decreased by 19.6% to
37 days.

    Gregg Neuman of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices California
Properties tops the list for a ELEVENTH
consecutive year with 109 total 92101
sales. While his sales represent 63%
of Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
California Properties’ sales in 
Downtown, he continues to outsell
entire brokerages, including Pacific 

Sotheby’s Intl Realty, Big Block Realty, 
Coldwell Banker Residential, Redfin 
Corporation, Hunter & Maddox Intl. 
Inc, Keller Williams SD Metro, and 
Douglas Elliman of California.

    With a total of 168 sales according
to data available from Trendgraphix,
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
California Properties finished another
strong year and also sustains their lead
over all other Downtown brokerages.

     Congratulations to all Top Real 
Estate agents in Downtown San Diego 
for another outstanding year.
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9

9

8

8

8

7

7

7

7

7

7

7

1. Gregg Neuman

2. Denny Oh

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Chad Dannecker 

Michael Chious 

Michael Ciampa 

Cristi Chaquica

Gerry Burchard

8. Claudette Cooper

9. JoJo Giordano

10.  Elcim Gulec  

11. Mike Althof

12. Jeffrey Nix

13. Carlos Pastrana

14. Mark Mills

15.  Ryan Ponce

16.  David Stone

17.  Franchesca Meram

18.  Tracy Baker

19.  Brandy Bell

20.  Jodie Lee

21.  Jaz Cook

22.  Thomas Holmes

23.  Melissa Goldstein Tucci

24. Robert Whalen

25. David Spiewak

26. Sarah Scott

27.Sabrina Ortega

28.  John Reeves

29.  Jeffrey Sill

30.  Arlene Villaflor

31.  Malena Suarez

32.  Todd DeBoer

33.  John Husar

34.  Nick Emerson

35.  Samantha OBrien

36.  Danijela Ripley

37. Jeffrey ONeal

38. Shannon Wineman

TOP 10 in 92101
Total Sales by Company

1. Compass

2. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

3. eXp Realty of California Inc

4. Pacific Sothebys International Realty

5. Big Block Realty

6. CB Residential 

7. CB West

8.      Redfin Corporation

9. Urban Pacific San Diego Realty

10. Hunter & Maddox International 

312

178

71

62

60

60

60

44

31

28

REAL Marketing Inc. has helped real estate agents build their market share and 
client retention for more than 31 years across North America, specializing in 
increasing market share and improving customer retention. We are pleased to 
announce our team has helped Gregg Neuman and the Neuman Team extend  
their lead in Downtown sales for the THIRTEENTH consecutive year.

REAL Marketing, Inc. Congratulates the Top 
Downtown San Diego Real Estate Agents in 2022!

RReessuullttss  ffoorr  22002222
   Total sales for the 92101 zip code
increased to 1,745 units last year, which is 
a 28.9% increase from 2021. The average 
sales price increased 23.8% to $913,650 
while the average days on market have 
decreased by 55.4% to 13 days.

    Gregg Neuman of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices California
Properties tops the list for a thirteenth
consecutive year with 95 total 92101
sales. While his sales represent 30% 
of Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
California Properties’ sales in Downtown, 
he continues to outsell entire brokerages,
including Pacific Sotheby’s Intl Realty, Big 

Block Realty, Coldwell Banker Residential, 
Redfin Corporation, Hunter & Maddox 
Intl. Inc., and eXp Realty of 
California Inc. 

     With a total of 178 sales according
to data available from Trendgraphix,
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
California Properties finished another
strong year and also sustains their lead
over all other Downtown brokerages.

     Congratulations to all Top Real Estate 
agents in Downtown San Diego for 
another outstanding year.

Congratulations

REAL Marketing Inc. has helped real estate agents build their market 
share and client retention for more than 29 years across North America, 
specializing in increasing market share and improving customer 
retention. We are pleased to announce our team has helped Gregg 
Neuman and the Neuman & Neuman Team extend their lead in 
Downtown sales for the NINTH consecutive year.

REAL Marketing, Inc. is a marketing company dedicated to promoting real estate agents and their businesses. Gregg Neuman is the team leader of Neuman & Neuman Real Estate, Inc. a team of more than two real estate agents working together for Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties 
and the data above under Gregg Neuman includes all transactions closed by the Neuman & Neuman team. Many of the agents featured in this ad are also teams or sole practitioners. All information above was based upon data available at the end of December 2020, for January 1 through December 31, 
2020. The information is based upon data supplied by Sandicor MLS and includes all transactions reported under the agents named above. Neither Sandicor nor the MLS guarantees or is in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by Sandicor or their MLS may not reflect all real estate activities 
in the market. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Copyright © Trendgraphix, Inc. ©2020 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties is a member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC. DRE 01317331

REAL Marketing, Inc. Congratulates the Top
Downtown San Diego Real Estate Agents in 2019!

TOP AGENTS in 92101
Total Sales by Real Estate Agent in 2020

(Incl. buyer sales and listings sold, January 1 - December 31, 2020)

109

43

37

13

12

11

10

10

9

9

9

8

8

TOP 10 in 92101

Total Sales by Company

1. Compass

2. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

3. Pacific Sotheby’s Intl Realty

4. Big Block Realty

5. Coldwell Banker West

6. Redfin Corporation

7. Hunter & Maddox Intl. Inc

8. Keller Williams SD Metro

9. Coldwell Banker Residential

10. Douglas Elliman of California

241

168

89

66

54

52

30

29

29

26

Results for 2020

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

Total sales for the 92101 zip code
decreased to 785 units last year, which
is a 0.51% decrease from 2019. The
average sales price increased 1.2% to
$674,200, while the average days on
market have decreased by 19.6% to
37 days.

    Gregg Neuman of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices California
Properties tops the list for a ELEVENTH
consecutive year with 109 total 92101
sales. While his sales represent 63%
of Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
California Properties’ sales in 
Downtown, he continues to outsell
entire brokerages, including Pacific 

Sotheby’s Intl Realty, Big Block Realty, 
Coldwell Banker Residential, Redfin 
Corporation, Hunter & Maddox Intl. 
Inc, Keller Williams SD Metro, and 
Douglas Elliman of California.

    With a total of 168 sales according
to data available from Trendgraphix,
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
California Properties finished another
strong year and also sustains their lead
over all other Downtown brokerages.

     Congratulations to all Top Real 
Estate agents in Downtown San Diego 
for another outstanding year.
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7

6

6

6

6
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1. Gregg Neuman

2. Chad Dannecker

3. Denny Oh

4. Michael Chious

5. Francine Finn

6. Jeffery Nix

7. John Husar

8. David Stone

9. Mike Althof

10. Claudette Cooper

11. Alan Hamrick

12. Jorge Castellon

13. Melissa Goldstein Tucci

14. Gerry Burchard

15. Michael Lange

16. Franchesca Meram

17. Ryan Ponce

18. Mark Mills

19. Jeff Grant

20. Jeffrey O’Neal

21. Michael Ciampa

22. Todd DeBoer

23. Donna Egan

24. John Reeves

25. Richard Combs

26. Sarah Scott

27. Elcim Gulec

28. David Spiewak

29. Nicole Hazelton

30. Danijela Ripley

31. Brian Ruhl

32. Kayoko Yoshioka

33. Katie Gilbert

34. Michael Brunnhoelz

35. Jeannine Savory

36. David Rudd

37. Monica Stone

38. Sabrina Ortega

39. 11 tied with 4 
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