
El Cerrito housing development construction pushing ahead
By ELAINE ALFARO

Project Homekey funds await 
approval while some residents 
are still concerned with a planned 
homeless housing project in El 
Cerrito.

After the Board of Supervisors 
approved a hybrid development 
of homeless housing and afford-
able housing for the El Cerrito 
neighborhood back in April, con-
struction broke ground at 5476 
El Cajon Blvd to kick off phase one 
of plans.

This comes after a funding 
partnership was struck between 
PATH Ventures, Family Health 
Centers of San Diego (FHCSD), 

BOLD Communities, the City 
of San Diego, the San Diego 
Housing Commission, and the 
County of San Diego. It is a group 
effort aimed at helping alleviate 
the homelessness impacting this 
neighborhood.

The land and the health cen-
ter are owned by Family Health 
Centers of San Diego (FHCSD) 
while the residential portion of 
this development will be owned 
and operated collectively by PATH 
Ventures, FHCSD, and BOLD 
Communities.

According to Tyler Renner, di-
rector of media at PATH Ventures, 

SEE EL CERRITO HOUSING, Page 14
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By KAREN AUSTIN

Students attending San Diego 
State University (SDSU), will 
be starting the fall semester on 
Monday, Aug. 22. That means 
summertime is ending and move-
in time will be the week of the 16th.

College Area residents know 
all too well that parties will soon 
likely follow. In fact, the upcoming 
Labor Day holiday is traditionally 
the first major party weekend on 
the academic calendar.

This school year, residents hope 
things will be sane and safe.

They point to the tragic death 
of recent Grossmont High School 
graduate 18-year-old Kevin 
Burton following a party at a 
College Area rental house in June 
in the 4800 block of Art Street. 
Burton was fatally shot a short 
distance away from the late night 

party he and several other individ-
uals had just left.

One concerned resident said, “It 
never should have happened!” For 
20 years, they have lived in the 
block where the party took place. 

SEE SDSU SAFETY, Page 9

Construction is currently focused on building the first-floor podium which 
includes a health center and a parking structure. (Photo Courtesy of PATH)

Police at San Diego State University are ready for another school year set to begin this month for students. (Courtesy photo SDSU)

Residents want more done this school 
year to curb problematic college parties
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San Carlos Community Garden continues 
to bring people and community together

Despite the summer heat, the 
San Carlos Community Garden 
(SCCG) continues to bloom and 
bring the community together.

Now celebrating its 10th year 
anniversary, the San Carlos 
Community Garden (SCCG) of-
fers a variety of activities beyond 
gardening that allow the 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization to promote 
its primary purpose to “grow 
community”.

Partnerships with organiza-
tions like CorePower Yoga, the 
San Carlos Branch Public Library, 

Master Gardeners Association of 
San Diego, and the dedicated sup-
port of volunteers have helped 
the SCCG carry out its mission 
to encourage gardening for nu-
trition and beauty, knowledge 
for healthy living and steward-
ship of the earth, collaboration of 
neighbors and schools plus spirit 
through inspiration and healing. 
The garden leadership team also 
wants to enhance opportunities 
to connect with neighbors about 
growing organic food, connect-
ing with nature and each other, 
learning more about gardening, 
nutrition and stewardship of the 
Earth.

Overlooking the majestic view 
of Cowles Mountain, the SCCG is 
thriving with 72 community gar-
den plots; an orchard with more 
than two dozen fruit trees; a fire 
safe landscape educational gar-
den; an active Food2Soil commu-
nity composting hub; California 
native plants and succulents gar-
dens; herb garden with labyrinth 
and an amphitheater.

Though SCCG plot gardeners 
have access to the garden any-
time, the garden is open to the 
community on Saturday and 
Thursday mornings from 9 to 11. 
In addition to garden tours held 
every Thursday and Saturday 
morning, families are invited to 
bring their children to explore the 
variety of nature and fun games 

sporadically placed throughout 
the garden such as the Pumpkin 
Patch HopScotch, Orchard Bucket 
Toss, or Lady Bug Checkers.

Other scheduled events in-
clude Alphabet Soup, a story-
telling event for young families 
held on the second Saturday of 
each month at 10 a.m., Produce 
Swap, a “no-cash, share-only” 
event held on the last Saturday 
of each month, or Yoga in The 
Garden held every Sunday at 5 
p.m. Additionally, the SCCG hosts 
garden and nutrition workshops 
led by certified master gardeners 
and other experts for just $10 per 
person.

"The process of pulling together 
community ideas and resources 
to make the Garden a vital enti-
ty has been exciting," said Carol 
Lockwood, chair of the Garden's 
leadership team. “The garden 
brings people together for various 
reasons. Some come to our garden 
to grow food for their families and 
neighbors, while others come to 
enjoy a safe and beautiful space 
for meditation, exercise, play, and 
to learn how to care for living 
plants in our Southern California 
climate. An all-volunteer endeav-
or, we also provide a great outlet 
for those who seek the rewarding 
experience of volunteerism and 
community service.”

A whirlwind of activities takes place regularly at the San Carlos Community 
Garden. (Courtesy photo)

SEE SCCG, Page 3

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 07/28/22 and is subject to change at any 
time without notice. $500 minimum balance required to open and obtain the advertised 
APY. Customer can have multiple CDs. Penalty may be assessed for early withdrawal. Fees 
may reduce earnings. Available for personal, business, or IRA (Individual Retirement Account) 
CDs. This offer is not valid at our Dayton, Kennewick, Spokane, Sunnyside, 
or Yakima branch locations. Complete account Terms & Conditions and 
Schedule of Fees are avai lable at info.homestreet .com/cd-promo.

2.50 18-month 
Featured CD*

2.25 13-month 
Featured CD*

2.00 7-month 
Featured CD*

Celebrate our 100th year with these special offers. 
Contact your local branch to open yours today!

@officiallamesafarmersmarket
@lamesavillagefarmersmarket

60 Vendors to shop!
Farm Fresh Produce

Meats, Cheeses, Eggs
Local Artisans

Hot Food Vendors
Live Music

...And More

LaMesaVillageAssociation.org

Dine, Shop & Explore La Mesa Village!

Check out the NEW Farmers Market

every Friday from 3-7 pm 

on La Mesa Blvd. (btwn Palm Ave. - 4th St)

Now under new mamangement

Free parking at the 
Civic Center.

Fun for the whole family!

DEL CERRO | ALLIED GARDENS

NOW ENROLLING!

Preschool License #372005988

Call today

(619) 583-6270

ST. THERESE ACADEMY

PRE-KTHRU
8THGRADE

6046 Camino Rico San Diego,  CA 92120

We have the experience and tools to guide you on your next Real Estate Adventure. 
Call us and find out what your home is worth. We would love to be your Real Estate Advisors. 

Linda Lee Harris 
CRS, SRES 

REALTOR®-Associate 
Five Star Professional 2020-22 

DRE 01238752 
HomesbyLindaHarris@gmail.com 

619-820-4789

Joan Hay 
CRS, SRES 
Broker - Associate 
Five Star Professional 2011-2022 
DRE 00599034 
joanhayc21@gmail.com 
619-994-2816

Century 21 Quality Service Award Winner 2022 and Century 21 Award T100

Our clients know they can rely on us - You can too!

Just Sold - $1,447,000 6268 Camino Rico 
Beautiful Del Cerro home with Westerly Views 

In Escrow! Del Cerro - One Owner  6608 Belle Haven Dr.  
4 BD 2 BA 2,104 sq. ft. Single level with pool  

and beautiful Cowles Mtn view.  
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27 Quick and Easy Fix Ups to Sell  
Your Home Fast and for Top Dollar

SAN DIEGO - Because your home may well be your largest asset, 
selling it is probably one of  the most important decisions you will 
make in your life, and once you have made the decision, you’ll want 
to sell your home for the highest price in the shortest time possible. 

To assist homesellers, a new industry report has just been released 
called “27 Valuable Tips That You Should Know to Get Your Home 
Sold Fast and for Top Dollar.” It tackles the important issues you 
need to know to make your home competitive in today’s tough, 
aggressive marketplace. 

Through these 27 tips you will discover how to protect and cap-
italize on your most important investment, reduce stress, be in con-
trol of  your situation, and make the best profit possible. 

In this report you’ll discover how to avoid financial disappoint-
ment or worse, a financial disaster when selling your home. Using 
a common-sense approach, you will get straight facts about what 
can make or break the sale of  your home. 

You owe it to yourself  to learn how these important tips will give 
you the competitive edge to get your home sold fast and for the 
most amount of  money.  

To hear a brief  recorded message about how to order your FREE 
copy of  this report, call toll-free 1-800-270-1494 and enter 1023. 
You can call anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Get your free 
special report NOW. 

Dan Smith eXp Realty 01346593

San Carlos Area Council - Candidates 
look to November elections

By MICKEY ZEICHICK

San Carlos Branch Librarian 
David Ege last month organized 
a community meeting for service 
clubs, town councils, planning 
councils, who can meet and make 
a brief presentation promoting in-
terest in their organization.

I was present on behalf of 
the San Carlos Area Council 
and Grantville-Allied Gardens 
Kiwanis Club (GAG K); oth-
er board members were pres-
ent (Alan Young, Kathy and 
George Butterstein, and Vic 
Nephelometer) to answer ques-
tions about GAG K, while I an-
swered questions regarding SCAC. 
We anticipate there will be future 
meetings of this kind. Kudos to 
Ege and his incredible library staff.

Meet the candidates running for 
the San Diego Assessor/Recorder/
County Clerk on the November 
2022 ballot. Here is a summary 
of what the office entails:

Assessor: The role of the asses-
sor is to locate, identify and ap-
praise all vacant land, improved 
real estate, business property, and 
certain mobile homes, boats, and 
aircraft for property tax purposes.

Recorder: The role of the re-
corder is to provide public notice 
by accepting and recording legal 
documents required by law upon 
payment of proper fees and tax-
es as well as maintaining birth, 
marriage and death records and 
indexes for San Diego County.

County Clerk: The role of the 
county clerk is issuing marriage 
licenses and performing civil mar-
riage ceremonies; registering fic-
titious business name statements, 
notaries public, process servers 
and professional photocopiers.

At our July meeting the guest 
speaker was Barbara Bry, who 
is running for San Diego County 
Assessor in 2022. 

“I am running for county as-
sessor/recorder/county clerk be-
cause there is an opportunity to 
improve and modernize this crit-
ical office that so often flies under 
the radar. Updating technology 
and outdated processes will en-
sure that everyone, including big 

corporations, will pay their fair 
share of property taxes under the 
law. The stakes are high, since 
this revenue source funds edu-
cation, mental health initiatives, 
projects to fight homelessness, 
and other important programs 
that bolster our region and serve 
our most vulnerable residents.” 
The Registrar of Voters has qual-
ified Bry for the ballot. For infor-
mation you can go to her website: 
barbarabry.com.

At our Wednesday, Sept. 21 
meeting Jordon Marks Esq., will 
be guest speaker.

Marks is running for San Diego 
County assessor.

“Protecting San Diego’s home-
owners and renters is my num-
ber one priority,” Marks said. “As 
your assessor/recorder/county 
clerk, I will continue to protect 
Prop 13 and be you advocate for 
a more affordable San Diego.” The 
Registrar of Votes has qualified 
Marks for the ballot. For infor-
mation you can go to his website: 
Vote4marks.com.

If you have questions for Marks, 
send them to me prior to Sept. 15 
so I can prepare a “list” and for-
ward it to Marks prior to the meet-
ing to help ensure he addresses 
your concerns.

Several attempts have been 
made to contact Ernest (Ernie) 
Dronenberg who is running for 
re-election for the position of as-
sessor/recorder/county clerk, but 
so far to no avail. I will continue to 
reach out and if we are successful, 
we will publicize when and where 
he will be making a presentation 
in our 92119 or 92120 area. 
Maybe even at our September 
meeting. For information you 
can go to his Facebook page: Re-
Elect Dronenburg for Assessor/
Recorder/County Clerk 2022.

SCAC does not endorse any can-
didate. Our purpose is to present 
the candidates so you hear from 
them why they are running for 
that office and present their vision 
for that office.

Last month I erroneously men-
tioned that Dan McAllister, the 
current County treasurer-tax col-
lector, was seeking re-election for 

the assessor/recorder/county clerk 
office, when in fact it should have 
stated it to be Dronenberg is run-
ning for re-election. McAllister is 
running for re-election as County 
treasurer-tax collector. I regret 
the error.

A drive to collect back-to-school 
supplies to be donated to public 
schools in our 92119 and 92120 
area has begun.

Supplies are needed throughout 
the year by teachers and students 
and we want to help ensure that 
every child has what is needed 
to be successful. The first day of 
school has always been special 
as it is a chance to see friends 
and make new friends – every-
one needs an equal spot on the 
“starting line” to get them off-
and-running all at the same pace. 
Some items we are asking for are 
pencils, paper, backpacks, prefer-
ably new with the tags on them, 
notebooks.

I will be collecting items on 
behalf of SCAC and the GAG 
K throughout August and 
September. Contact me at the 
email address below to make ar-
rangements to have your items 
picked up. I have been doing this 
for the past few years in conjunc-
tion with Mattress Firm. These pa-
jamas will be offered to our local 
school children and to Foster kids. 
Kids are kids, all have the same 
basic needs; if we can play a part 
in this “village” to help ensure 
that children can live in a loving 
and secure situation, then let’s 
do it.

The first day of the 2022-23 
school year is Monday, Aug. 29. 
Classes start at 7:45 a.m.

It is best to contact your school’s 
website for all matters of gener-
al interest. Unfortunately, for 
the time being, the district's 
COVID-19 safety protocol does 
not permit parents on campus for 
either drop off or pick up.

If you would like to get involved 
in your area council, contact me 
at: SanCarlosAreaCouncilPres@
gmail.com. Our next SCAC meet-
ing is Wednesday, Sept. 21 at the 
San Carlos Branch Library start-
ing at 6:30 p.m.

The San Carlos Community 
Garden was established in March 
2012 as a joint-use community 
garden in partnership with the 
Sierra School of San Diego, a San 
Diego Unified School District 
public-private charter school 
for K-12 students who require 
educational and behavioral sup-
port to overcome special needs 
challenges.

Founding partner San Carlos 
United Methodist Church is no 
longer an active partner since the 

SEE SCCG, Page 4
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Because your child deserves the best! 
Infants to 5 years old

SilvermanPreschool.com

619.697.1948
6660 Cowles Mountain Blvd.  

San Diego, CA 92119

A preschool 
you can trust...

Major clean-up  
of Navajo 
Canyon slated 
for Aug. 18

The Navajo Community puts a 
lot into the restoration of Navajo 
Canyon to its natural state. This 
is and will be a generational effort 
that includes periodic removal of 
trash. I Love A Clean San Diego is 
supporting a major clean-up of the 
Navajo Canyon on Thursday, Aug. 
18, beginning at 3 p.m.

Join I Love A Clean San Diego, 
Friends of Navajo Canyon, and 
Think Blue San Diego for a litter 
cleanup in Navajo Canyon. They 
will divert litter from the San Diego 
River Watershed and keep it from 
traveling to the Pacific Ocean.

The staff will be set-up with 
a check-in table at The Navajo 
Canyon Trailhead. Join them Aug. 
18 to learn about the canyon and 
recycling right, then grab supplies 
and help them clean up.

Participants will sort and dispose 
of litter and after the cleanup you 
can request community service 
verification in your community 
hub dashboard. The hosts encour-
age social distancing and masks.

This event requires a signed 
release-of-liability waiver for all 
volunteers, and anyone under 18 
needs a waiver signed by a guard-
ian. Download and print the waiv-
er, sign, and bring with you to this 
cleanup. No printer? No problem. 
The hosts will have waivers at 
the check-in table for volunteers. 
If you are under 18 have your 
guardian check-in with those in 
charge at the cleanup to sign-off 
on your participation.

For more information, visit: 
cleansd.samaritan.com/cus-
tom/501/opp_details/2309?slot-
id=14426220818

Garden’s change to a non-profit 
organization. The joint-use com-
munity garden was made possi-
ble through a $15,000 Healthy 
Works grant, an initiative to 
fund school and community gar-
dens funded by the County of San 
Diego’s Health & Human Services 
Agency and the Center of Disease 
Control and Prevention. The pur-
pose of the grant’s funding was 
to establish a garden that would 

SEE SCCG, Page 5
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Past clean-ups have resulted in lots of 
trash being picked up. (Courtesy photo)

Calling All
Golfers!

Member of Prime Healthcare

02
06

6.
06

03
22

SAN DIEGO REHABILITATION INSTITUTE’S

SEPTEMBER 8, 2022

SoCal Rehab
Golf Classic

Register Now!
2022socalrehabgolfclassic.eventbrite.com

The premier tournament that pairs able-
bodied and physically-challenged golfers. 
Join us as a player, sponsor, or both! Visit our 
website at AlvaradoHospital.com/socalgolf, 
or call us at  (619) 229-7362 for more 
information. 

02066.AHMC.AD.SoCal_Golf_Ad_MTC_LMC.060322.indd   102066.AHMC.AD.SoCal_Golf_Ad_MTC_LMC.060322.indd   1 6/3/2022   2:52:47 PM6/3/2022   2:52:47 PM
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55

Serving San Diego County with Reverence & Dignity

Open During Covid-19!
Competitive Prices

Preventive Maintenance
Available

No Overtime Charge
All Work Guaranteed!

(These offers cannot be combined with any other discounts)

We beat any prices within 5-10% for the same quality 
equipment & workmanship compared to any legitimate contractor

(858) 571-8865
Visit Our Website: www.thaheatingandair.com/plumbing

Save up to $1300 by Replacing your
Outdated AC & Heating Systems with a Newer
Model for better E ciency & Output
Save up to $500 Off 
Ductless Cooling &
Heating System with Zoning

27 Point Inspection with every
A/C Tune Up for $59

A/C Replacement Includes 
Installation $3,600

Furnace Replacement Includes 
Installation $2,300

10% OFF
Senior & Military

Service Calls

$30 OFF
Next Service

Call

24/7
Emergency

Service!

Lic#732419

Residential ● Commercial ● Industrial

More college honors for those 
with area connections

By DAVE THOMAS

Even as summer begins to wind 
down and many local college stu-
dents head back to campus, there 
are still some honors to hand out 
for the previous school year.

A number of San Diego area 
people with ties to Mission Times 
Courier, College Times Courier and 
La Mesa Courier circulation areas 
received their college degrees and/
or received honors last semester.

Among them:
• Martina Villanueva was 

named to first honors on the Clark 
University (Mass.) dean’s list. This 
selection marks outstanding ac-
ademic achievement during the 
spring 2022 semester.

Students must have a GPA of 3.8 
or above for first honors or a GPA 
between 3.50 and 3.79 for seconds 
honors.

• Monet Sinclair graduated 
with a A.S. in paralegal studies in 

May as part of the Roger Williams 
University (R.I.) 2022 class.

RWU offers 50 majors and ro-
bust offerings of graduate and pro-
fessional programs across eight 
schools of study.

• Brittany Naidu graduated 
from the University of Utah.

She was among the more than 
8,000 graduates honored during 
the 153rd general commencement 
in early May.

Naidu earned a B.S. degree in 
family, community and human 
development in the spring.

• Will Carlock was named to 
the spring 2022 president’s list at 
Simpson College (Iowa).

Carlock qualified for the aca-
demic honor by earning a 4.00 
grade point average during the 
semester.

• Jeremy Effinger was named 
to the dean’s list for the spring se-
mester at University of Maryland 
Global Campus.

To be eligible for the honor, a 
student must complete at least six 
credits during the term, earned a 
GPA of at least 3.5 for the term, 
and maintained a cumulative 
GPA of 3.5 at the school.

• Jessica Dewitt, a student at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s 
metropolitan campus in Teaneck, 
N.J., has been named to the honors 
list for the spring 2022 semester.

To qualify for the honors list, a 
student must carry a 3.5 or bet-
ter GPA out of a possible 4.0 and 
be enrolled in a minimum of 12 
letter-graded hours (four courses).

benefit both school children and 
community residents.

Over the last 10 years, SCCG 
has fulfilled its promise and hopes 
that its non-profit status will en-
able donations and other means 

of funding to provide greater ac-
cess to garden education to more 
schools and school-aged children, 
and produce more opportunities 
to connect community citizens 
with the garden for growing or-
ganic food, connecting with na-
ture and other neighbors, and 

SEE SCCG, Page 10
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I can sell your home too! 
Jeff Rosa’s Clients Sell Fast & For Top Dollar!

FOR SALE! Turn-Key!  Steps From Mission Trails

6786 Deerwood Court, San Diego, CA 92120
4 Bed, 2 Bath, 1887 Sq. Ft
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Take the at-home political test

By SEAN QUINTAL

Since Californians have spent 
the last month or two with the 
specter of Omicron stalking us 
wherever we go, most of us have 
become proficient at taking at-
home COVID tests. Of course It’s 
important to know the status 
of our body’s health. But what 
about our body politic?

How can we tell if one political 
party or another is good for our 
country’s health? How can we 
tell if one party knows how to ef-
fectively legislate for the nation’s 
benefit? Or, how can we know 
if a political party is populated 
by officeholders and candidates 
who lie incessantly, and who 
brazenly take positions contrary 
to Americans’ desires?

As a service to public, politi-
cal health, please feel free to take 
the following, at-home political 
test. No swabs are required.

Question 1: What political 
party just passed the single most 
important piece of climate legis-
lation in American history, that 
will also lower healthcare costs?

Answer: Democrats. The 
single most important piece of 
climate legislation in American 
history, the bill makes massive 
investments in climate, tax and 
health care policy. It will re-
duce the nation’s budget deficit 
by $102 billion over 10 years, 
and puts in place mechanisms 
to help the Federal Reserve fight 
inflation for years ahead.

On climate, the law will cre-
ate clean energy tax credits, 
environmental justice grants 
and drought resilience funding. 
Importantly, jump-starting and 
supporting clean energy indus-
tries could create millions of 
jobs, many in communities that 

have relied on fossil fuels. So the 
skills that oil, coal and gas work-
ers possess will be in consistent 
demand, as the nation transi-
tions to a clean energy footing.

On healthcare, the law ex-
tends Affordable Care Act sub-
sidies for three more years, and 
it allows Medicare to negotiate 
for lower drug prices.

Question 2: Which political 
party blocked efforts to cap insu-
lin prescription prices, and also 
voted to deprive veterans of their 
guaranteed healthcare for med-
ical issues attributable to their 
combat service?

A n s we r:  Re publ ic a n s. 
Democrats have tried for years 
to cap insulin prices, which have 
skyrocketed in recent years. 37 
million Americans, more than 1 
in 10, have diabetes. Democrats 
had a provision in the bill to cap 
the prescription’s cost at $35. 
Republicans apparently were 
more interested in pleasing their 
BigPharma campaign donors, so 
they blocked the provision in the 
Senate.

Republican senators also 
voted “No” on the PACT Act. 
The Act expands VA benefits 
for veterans exposed to burn 
pits and other toxic substances. 
In June, Republican senators 
voted for the bill. But when it 
came time for final passage 
this month, 25 Republicans 
changed their vote. Why? In a 
fit of utter childishness, Senate 
Republicans were mad that the 
Democrats passed the Inflation 
Reduction Act, without a single 
GOP vote. So angered were they 
by the Democrats’ success that 
they took out their hurt feelings 
on wounded combat vets. Only 
after they were publicly humil-
iated and shamed by veterans’ 
groups, Jon Stewart and others, 
did the Republicans sheepishly 
vote to reverse their temper tan-
trum opposition.

Question 3: What par-
ty passed the CHIPS Act that 
strengthens our national security 
against China by investing in US 
semiconductor manufacturing?

Answer: Democrats. The leg-
islation, in the works for two 
years, will decrease U.S. reli-
ance on computer chips man-
ufactured in China and other 
countries, and will also fund 
science and technology re-
search to keep American indus-
tries competitive with foreign 
firms. Unsurprisingly, many 
Republicans ended up opposing 
passage of this critical national 
security legislation. Why? See 
the above re: temper tantrum.

Question 4: Which party wel-
comed Hungary’s authoritarian 
leader, Viktor Orban, to the US this 
week, the same party that saw ma-
ny successful primary campaigns 
by candidates who openly endorse 
efforts to dismantle American 
democratic institutions?

Answer: Republicans. The 
GOP continues to embrace the 
crypto-fascist Orban, as they 
did this week in Dallas when, at 
Republicans’ invitation, he ad-
dressed the CPAC convention in 
Dallas. This is just two weeks af-
ter he gave a speech in which he 
endorsed the white supremacist 
“replacement theory,” and de-
nounced a “mixed race world.” 
The Hungarian autocrat regu-
larly denounces gay and lesbian 
people, and openly vilifies immi-
grants. Orban has corrupted the 
judicial and electoral systems in 
Hungary to the point where it is 
no longer considered a function-
ing democracy. The gathered 
Republicans in Texas gave him 
a standing ovation. It’s worth 
noting that, at one point, the 
CPAC stage was adorned with 
a banner that read. “We are all 
domestic terrorists.”

This summer, Republican 
primaries across the country 

were won by candidates who 
advocate overturning elections 
or imprisoning their opponents. 
The GOP candidate for governor 
in Pennsylvania, and its can-
didate for secretary of state in 
Arizona, were both outside the 
US Capitol during the January 
6 coup attempt. A GOP candi-
date for US Senate wants to lock 
up Anthony Fauci for his efforts 
to slow the spread of Covid. And 
another Republican gubernato-
rial candidate has called for her 
opponent to be jailed for certify-
ing Biden’s electoral victory.

Question 5: What party’s 
President got much of the above 
accomplished while he was 
working from home because of 
COVID?

Answer: The Democrats’. Let’s 
go Brandon, indeed.

Question 6: Which party’s 
most recent president wished 
U.S. generals were more like 
Nazi generals?

Answer: Republicans’. John 
Kelly, Trump’s former Chief of 
Staff and a retired U.S. Marine 
Corps general, said Trump once 
said to him, “You f-ing generals, 
why can’t you be like the German 
generals?” When Trump con-
firmed he was referring to Nazi 
generals, Kelly pointed out to 
his boss that Hitler’s generals 
had tried to assassinate him 
three times. Trump, obviously a 
brilliant student of history, dis-
agreed, and continued to praise 
the Nazis saying, “No, No, no, 
they were totally loyal to him.”

If you answered “Democrat” to 
all odd numbered questions, and 
“Republican” to all even num-
bered questions, congratulations, 
you are in good political health. 
If you didn’t, you may have been 
isolating at home too long with 
an unhealthy diet of Fox News. 
Ask you doctor if truth and factu-
al information are right for you.

—Sean Quintal writes on 
behalf of the La Mesa Foothills 
Democratic Club.

Sheriff Ray updates RWCNC attendees 
on work his team does in area

By WENDY HAUFFEN

This month, the Republican 
Women of California - Navajo 
Canyon was joined by Sheriff 
Anthony Ray as our guest 
speaker for a sold-out meeting.

He shared with us some updates 
on the sheriff’s department and its 
vast responsibilities throughout 
the county; and what is going 
on within the department at the 
moment and where it is headed 
in the future. Ray was engaging, 
entertaining, and generous with 
his time and information.

We also heard from Mary 
Davis, who is a legislative watch-
dog at the local level.

A resident of Alpine, she fo-
cuses most of her attention 
and oversight on the San Diego 
County Board of Supervisors, as 
well as SANDAG. She is leading 
the charge to shine a spotlight 
and improve transparency in 
teleconferencing for the Board 
of Supervisors.

Next month, RWCNC returns 
to the Legacy Hotel in Mission 
Valley with Thomas Del Beccaro 
- a radio, TV commentator, and 
keynote speaker. He is also the 
author of The Divided Era, the 
historical perspective that ex-
plains the more the government 
decides, the more it divides. He 
is also the former chairman of 
the California Republican Party.

Del Beccaro makes more than 
450 radio and TV appearances 
a year throughout the country.

He has appeared on Fox, 
Fox Business, Newsmax, 
OANN, KUSI, The Big Business 
show, KTVU and KRON4 
in San Francisco/Oakland. 
His articles have appeared 
in places like Foxnews.com, 
FoxBusiness.com, Forbes.com, 
Epoch Times, the Washington 
Examiner, Rasmussen Reports, 
National Review, Politico, The 
Washington Times, Human 
Events, Investors Business 
Daily, RealClearPolitics.com, 
RealClearMarkets.com, The 
Sacramento Bee, The San 
Francisco Chronicle, The Orange 
County Register and Breitbart/
BigGovernment.com.

Del Beccaro is publisher of 
PoliticalVanguard.com and the 
author of The New Conservative 
Paradigm.

Our second guest speaker 
for the meeting will be Paula 
Whitsell, chairwoman for the San 
Diego County Republican Party.

Whitsell has been a small busi-
ness owner in South Bay since 
2004. She lived and worked in 
Brazil for 17 years before re-
turning to the San Diego area 
in 1989 with her family. She 
has been active with the Chula 
Vista Bonita Republican Women 
as well as the San Diego County 
Republican Women since 2009. 
She has been the communica-
tions chair for the Republican 
Party of San Diego editing and 
writing for the monthly news-
letter since November, 2014. 
Having seen socialism in action 
while in Brazil, she is an activist 
voice for Republican values.

To find out more about our 
club, or to become a member, 
visit: rwcnavajocanyon.org.

—Wendy Hauffen writes on 
behalf of the Republican Women of 
California – Navajo Canyon.
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Far too often we get contacted after the fact. 
Please Don’t Wait Until it is Too Late. 

Rates as low as $5.19 per month. 
The Tracking Device is Free 

We track cars, trucks, motorcycles, 3 wheelers, 
boats, jet skis, snowmobiles, golf carts, teen 

age drivers, elderly parents… 
www.lowstargps.com 

Contact: info@lowstargps.com or (888) 292-0163 
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IN 2020, 810,400 
VEHICLES WERE 
STOLEN. THAT 
IS 2,220.27 PER 
DAY 

BOOK NOW AT SYCUAN.COM
GUESTS MUST BE 21+ TO ENTER THE CASINO. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

San Carlos Branch 
Library presents a brief 
history of baseball

By DAVID EGE

Baseball season is in full 
swing, so we have a spe-
cial program planned for 
August.

On Friday, Aug. 19, from 
2 p.m. to 3 p.m. we will 
be hosting a Brief History 
of Baseball. Did you know 
that San Diego’s Central 
Library @ Joan ^ Irwin 
Jacobs Common houses the 
largest baseball research 
collection outside of the 
National Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y.? 
Join us as Librarian, Jeremy 
Davies, from San Diego 
Public Library’s Sullivan 
Baseball Research Center 
and Tom Larwin from the 
Ted Williams Branch of 
the Society for American 
Baseball Research present 
highlights from the Center 
and its extensive collections.

On Saturday, Aug. 13, from 10 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m., Youth Services 
Librarian, Ms. Erin, brings the 
fun of the library to the Family 
Storytime at the San Carlos 
Community Garden. Storytime 
will feature books, songs, and 
interactive activities with a new 
gardening theme each month. 
Come ready to learn, laugh, and 
move together.

Meditation is a great tool for 
learning relaxation techniques to 
reduce stress and cultivate calm. 
Join us for a free meditation class 
on the second, third and fourth 
Saturday of each month from 9:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

The San Carlos Friends of the 
Library used book sales are back 

on the first Saturday of each month 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Come buy 
books and support the Friends of 
the Library. Ask for a member-
ship envelope from the book sale 
cashiers to join or donate to the 
San Carlos Friends of the Library. 
We are in need of your gently used 
book donations so think of us if you 
are doing any summer cleaning.

This month we will be dis-
playing the paintings of Tina 
Fries-Miller and Stephanie Van 
de Wettering up to Sept. 2 in the 
Winer Family Community Room 
& Art Gallery. Join them for their 
artists reception on Saturday, 
Aug. 20 from noon to 2 p.m.

—David Ege is branch manager 
at San Carlos Branch Library.

Come celebrate America’s pastime on Aug. 
19 at San Carlos Branch Library from 2 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. (Courtesy photo)

Sell Your Home Fast & For More Money! 
Kevin Is Your #1 Choice For All Your Real Estate Needs!

CALL KEVIN TO SELL YOUR HOME! 619-203-7041

13062 Wimberly Sq #38  $415,000  
Represented Buyer

Realtor
www.KevinSilverstein.com  
Kevin@KevinSilverstein.com

7207 Birchcreek $1,136,000   
Represented Seller 

SOLD W/ MULTIPLE OFFERS!

1225 Island Ave #504 $682,000   
Represented Buyer

SOLD! SOLD!

BBR CalDRE #01885775  CalDRE #02098925

What's My Home Worth? 
 Scan Me! 
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Now OPEN in San Carlos 

619-304-6128
8734 Lake Murray Blvd 

Located in the Albersons Shopping Center 
(corner of Navajo Rd and Lake Murray Blvd)

www.NobleLockAndKey.com

Serving Your Automotive,
Residential 

& Commercial Lock
and Key needs.

We've Got You Covered With Our Mobile Service!
Car Key Expert's! We Make Keys 

For Most Vehicles On The Road Today

2 FREE House Keys
When You Mention

This Ad!

Donate your car to the
CARS FOR KIDS program

• Complete automotive maintenance and repair
• Early bird / Night drop off service
• ASE Master Certified Technicians
• Complimentary shuttle service
• 36 month / 36K mile warranty
• AAA Approved facility

6267 Riverdale St. San Diego 92120
619-280-9315 • johnsautomotivecare.com

 $5 OFF Any 
Purchase of $25 

Or More
FREE Shoe 

Shine!  
No Purchase 

Nessary

Community Page
Shop & Spend Local!

Community Page

In Campus Plaza Shopping Center 6165 El Cajon Blvd Suite C, 
San Diego, CA 92115 • 619-286-3474

Pet Stuff has a large selection of dog food, cat food, 
treats, crates, beds, kennels, toys and accessories from 
quality brands you trust. You can �nd food and stuff for 
reptiles, birds, guinea pigs, hamsters, rabbits, and �shes. 
Open Monday to Friday from 7 am to 10 pm and Sundays 
from 10 am to 10 pm.

Delivery available through Doordash and Cornershop
www.pet-stuff.us Follow us on 

Cbd drops and treats for 
digestive system, hip and 

joint and calming. 

from 10 am to 10 pm.

Delivery available through Doordash and CornershopDelivery available through Doordash and Cornershop

Cbd drops and treats for 
digestive system, hip and 

joint and calming. 

Delivery available through Doordash and CornershopDelivery available through Doordash and Cornershop

WE DO ALL TYPES OF AUTO GLASS INSTALLATION

$179.95 WINDSHIELD  
REPLACEMENT

(Most cars, some restrictions apply.  Mobile Service Available.)

(619) 265-2811 

5803 El Cajon Blvd., SD (Near SDSU) 
wcautoglass.com

L I V E  M U S I C
F O O D  T R U C K S

O U T D O O R  P A T I O
T R I V I A  &  M O R E

LaMesaWineWorks.com

Open Wed - Sun
8167 Center St., La Mesa

READERS  
C H O I C E  
AWARDS  
2 0 2 1

COLLEGE 
TIMESCOURIER

Thank you for 
all your votes 
and support!

Place Your Ad Here!
Let Us Bring More Customers To You!

Place Your Ad Here!
Let Us Bring More Customers To You!

For More Information contact Heather 
Your Sales Consultant

h�ne@sdnews.com
Cell 951.296.7794
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While this source wants to remain 
anonymous, they were willing to 
share about that night and about 
the experience living near so ma-
ny mini-dorms, if it can help make 
things better in the future. They 
believe, “This tragedy could have 
been prevented if the police had 
shown up.” In fact, this neighbor 
called the non-emergency police 
line at 10:30 p.m. on June 24 to 
report the noisy party, with kids 
and cars everywhere. This neigh-
bor also stated, “I waited on hold 
for 34 minutes and then they told 
me they probably wouldn’t be able 
to come out to check on it.”

A San Diego Police Department 
(SDPD), press release dat-
ed June 25 acknowledged the 
Communications Center received 
a report hours later, at approxi-
mately 1:45 a.m., about a male 
with a gunshot wound. A second 
bullet reportedly went into one of 
the nearby apartments, but no one 
was injured. Now, Art Street res-
idents and the whole community 
are left wondering what the cul-
pability of the tenants and prop-
erty owner is and whether Burton 
would still be alive if the police had 
shown up earlier in the evening.

Community members have been 
dealing with problematic rental 
properties in College Area neigh-
borhoods for years on end. As an 
example, one such problem prop-
erty is a student mini-dorm where 
parties occurred on 18 separate oc-
casions during the previous 2021-
2022 school year. While many of 
the calls for service did not receive 
a timely response, the house ulti-
mately got CAPPed by the SDPD. 
Despite being CAPPed, the parties 
and noise violations continued 
to occur, resulting in additional 
Administrative Citations.

A student mini-dorm is right 
near where the anonymous source 
and their family reside. During the 
2021-2022 school year, problems 
with parties at that house occurred 

on 18 separate occasions. While 
many of the calls for service did not 
receive a timely response, the house 
ultimately got CAPPed by SDPD 
and will remain so until Sept. 18.

According to Jared Wilson, 
president of the San Diego Police 
Officers Association, “We are at 
the lowest available staffing levels 
since 2006; under 1,600 sworn 
full-duty officers of all ranks.” He 
noted, the SDPD first started keep-
ing staffing records in 2006. To 
put things in perspective, Wilson 
stated that, “SDPD used to employ 
70 community service officers 
and investigative aides to assist 
with operations. In 2010, most 
of these positions were cut from 
the budget and have not been re-
placed.” Over the last decade more 
positions have been cut, includ-
ing bike teams, a DUI squad, the 
Mission Bay boat unit, and sever-
al proactive crime suppressions 
teams, including the so-called “C- 
Squad” that patrolled the College 
Area and helped with party calls.

Wilson, who recently attend-
ed community meetings in the 
College Area and Talmadge, pro-
vided the following statement 
about the current, critical staff-
ing issue, “SDPD patrol divisions 
throughout the city meet min-
imum staffing levels less than 
half of all shifts.” With particu-
lar regard to the College Area, 
he stated, “Even though it’s two 
beats (326 is College Avenue to the 
west and 327 is College Avenue 
to the east), I believe it [College 
Area] generally has one officer 
covering both. This is significant-
ly less than cities like La Mesa and 
Poway which are similar in size.”

The current staffing shortage as 
Wilson described, has been forc-
ing the SDPD call center to prior-
itize calls based on type of crime 
and potential severity. Wilson ac-
knowledged, “City-wide response 
times to Priority One calls, are 
nearly 40 minutes on average.” 
Priority One calls require imme-
diate response because there is 
reason to believe a threat to life 
exists, such as domestic violence 

in progress, child abuse, and 
shots fired. Response times, he 
says, “have skyrocketed over the 
last several years due to staffing 
shortage, extra state reporting 
mandates, a high turnover rate 
with an inexperienced group of 
new officers, and a rise in crime.”

It’s these types of incidents and 
issues that moved City Council 
President Sean Elo-Rivera, who 
represents the College Area as 
part of District 9, to initiate an 
advisory group to help address 
neighborhood problems in an ef-
ficient way.

Elo-Rivera has stated that the 
goal of the meetings is to create 
open lines of communication 
among participants so that col-
laborative, long-term solutions 
can be more easily developed to 
address issues of public safety and 
quality-of-life in the College Area.

In addition to the Council 
President and several D9 staff 
members, the advisory group is 
comprised of representatives of 
the Mayor’s office, SDPD, SDSU 
Police Department (UPD), SDSU 
Administration, College Area 
Community Council, a College Area 
resident, and City departments like 
Planning, Code Enforcement and 
Environmental Services, as needed. 
Jefferey Nguyen, a District 9 policy 
advisor and community represen-
tative for the College Area, stated, 
“Our office likes to think of it as a 
quarterly check-in to share con-
cerns at the meeting and work to 
collectively address them.” The 
group last met on Aug. 4, via Zoom 
(see related photo).

On the agenda that day was a 
discussion about the Community 
Assisted Party Program, a city-
wide effort commonly referred to 
as CAPP.

A partnership between the po-
lice department and residents, the 
goal of the program is to encourage 
party hosts to act responsibly and 
to be considerate of their neigh-
bors. If a neighborhood party be-
comes too disruptive (e.g., unrea-
sonable noise, crowds, late hours, 
long duration, public intoxication, 
illegal parking, fighting, and van-
dalism), residents can report the 
party while in progress to police 
using the non-emergency line by 
calling (619) 531-2000. An emer-
gency which requires immediate 
attention (police, fire, ambulance), 
should be reported by calling 9-1-1.

Multiple and/or chronic com-
plaints concerning the same party 

location are a drain on limited po-
lice resources. When necessary, 
CAPP is a tool officers can use to 
impose sanctions and monitor 
homes which continue to have par-
ties that meet criteria for nuisance 
and other violations. Upon a first 
response, the house is in essence 
flagged, and a written administra-
tive citation is given as a warning. 
Currently, if a second response ci-
tation is issued within 30 days, the 
house is “CAPPed” and each per-
son on the lease is fined $1,000. If 
a third citation is given to a CAPPed 
house within a year, each tenant is 
again fined $1,000 and the proper-
ty owner is also fined $1,000.

During the recent advisory 
group meeting, SDPD Chief David 
Nisleit announced that a major 
change to the CAPP Program 
had been approved with the aim 
of reducing party-related problems 
over a longer period of time. It’s a 
policy move that was encouraged 
by the College Area Community 
Council (CACC), a longstanding 
neighborhood coalition which also 
involves the SDSU administration 
and associated students, SDPD and 
UPD, as well as the local Business 
Improvement District, and res-
idents who represent each of six 
defined College Area neighbor-
hoods. Jim Jennings, the Chair of 
the CACC, praises Chief Nisleit and 
the D9 group for their leadership, 
stating, “In working with District 
9 and the SDPD, this approval 
will allow the CAPP first response 
times to be extended from 30 days 
to 60 days, which is an incredible 
win for the College Area.”

In addition to CAPP, Captain 
Julie Epperson from the SDPD 
Eastern Division (which serves the 
College Area), said during the D9 
meeting that she is looking for ad-
ditional staffing for the first three 
back-to-school weekends. Starting 
Aug. 19, staff would be dedicated 
to the College Area and would not 

be responding to other calls un-
less there is an emergency. Sept. 
3 has not yet been confirmed for 
extra coverage, due to competition 
for holiday staffing resources.

While SDPD uses CAPP and ex-
tra coverage to try to curb party-re-
lated problems in the neighbor-
hoods adjacent to SDSU, the uni-
versity will employ it’s own plans 
and protocols to address problem 
parties. In a prepared statement, 
UPD wants local residents to know, 
“San Diego State University is com-
mitted to providing a safe and se-
cure environment for our campus 
community.” The statement fur-
ther acknowledges, “During new 
student orientation, UPD presents 
to all incoming students, including 
transfer students, about the impor-
tance of being a good neighbor.”

SDSU makes it’s expectation 
clear in at least two Student Code 
of Conduct policies which relates 
to individual student behav-
iors in the following settings: 1) 
Surrounding neighborhoods as 
related to behaviors concerning 
alcohol and other drugs, and 2) 
Surrounding neighborhoods, as 
related to noise, when SDSU stu-
dents in off-campus residences 
have received prior directives from 
SDSU administrators or public 
safety officers to stop noise disrup-
tions to the community and did 
not comply with that directive.”

This Labor Day weekend and 
throughout the new school year, 
the community wants to see pos-
itive results from these agency 
programs, collaborations, and 
enhanced coordination. They 
plan to review data in the com-
ing weeks and months to see if 
this school year is ultimately safer.

Residents will want to know if 
UPD/SDSU were able to ensure 
their students, who choose to live 
off-campus in the College Area 
community, are good neighbors.

They will also want to verify if the 
City was able to maintain adequate 
SDPD coverage in the College Area 
to prevent public safety problems, 
like out-of-control student parties, 
before they potentially turn tragic.

Refer to these resources for 
more information:

• College Area Community 
Council (CACC) collegearea.org

• District 9 sandiego.gov/city-
council/cd9 (619) 236-6699

• SDPD non-emergency phone 
number (619) 531-2000

• Get It Done San Diego www.
sandiego.gov/get-it-done

—Karen Austin is a College Area 
resident and new member of the 
College Area Community Council, 
not the Planning Board. 

SDSU safety
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

Community leaders recently met via Zoom as part of a District 9 advisory 
group to collaboratively address problems affecting College Area neighbor-
hoods. (Courtesy photo)

This CAPP information is part of the details provided to students by the SDSU 
police at the start of the school year. (Courtesy graphic SDSU)

INSTRUCTION TIPS TO REPORT A PROBLEMATIC PARTY:

1. Use the SDPD non-emergency phone number (619) 531-2000 (or 911 for an 
emergency), to make a report as soon as a party becomes an issue. Check to see if 
other neighbors called, as well.

2. Call back every 60 minutes to keep the call active until officers can arrive, as the 
call can be closed if after 3 hours no new reports have been made.

3. Call back in the morning to get the incident number, the time SDPD arrived (or 
closed out the call), and what actions were taken (e.g., a first response notice was 
given). Keep a spreadsheet of information related to the address.

4. Fill out the SDSU form online and be sure to check the box at the bottom 
to get a copy of the report you can save. cm.maxient.com/reportingform.
php?SanDiegoStateUniv&layout_id=5

5. Report the party call in emails to the Director of Community Relations, Rachel Gregg 
at: rgregg@sdsu.edu and Corporal Mark Peterson at: mpeterson@mail.sdsu.edu and 
ask if SDSU can visit the house. Include CD9's College Area Representative, Jefferey 
Nguyen at: JeffereyN@sandiego.gov and SDPD College Area Community Relations 
Officer Robert Raynor at: rraynorv@pd.sandiego.gov and ask if he can visit, as well.

6. Save all CAPP information and related emails, as documentation is key.
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*At participating Marie Callender’s® locations. 
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Pie  of  the  Month
COCONUT  
CREAM PIE 

$999           

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
6950 ALVARADO RD. SAN DIEGO  |  (619) 465-1910 

MARIECALLENDERS.COM   |       @MARIECALLENDERSLAMESA

WE ARE 
BACK AND  
BOOMING! 
PICK-UP & 
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Troy’s Greek Restaurant: 
38 years of serving 
Mission Valley

By ROBIN DOHRN-SIMPSON

Walk in the door at Troy’s 
Greek Restaurant and instant-
ly be transported to the Greek 
Isles with frescoes on the walls 
throughout the restaurant. 
Lovely blue Aegean water, 
ancient Greek temples, white 
buildings, and houses cascad-
ing down hillsides, porticos- all 
prevalent in a Greek landscape.

Troy’s Restaurant (sorry- 
there is no Troy- it is a holdover 
from previous owners) boasts 
38 years in business in the exact 
same location in Mission Valley.

Victor Rojas, manager, chef, 
waiter, and Jack-of-all-trades 
has worked at Troy’s Greek 
Restaurant for 16 years. “All of 
our recipes are the same orig-
inal recipes from the original 

owner’s grandmother,” Rojas 
said.

If you are keen to try a Greek 
breakfast, they offer Greek-
style omelettes with sliced to-
matoes, feta cheese, tzatziki 
sauce, and pita bread, as well 
as other Greek breakfast spe-
cialties of chicken or beef sou-
vlaki and eggs, or Greek gyro 
and eggs.

Two popular Greek specials 
include pastitsio special, a baked 
casserole with macaroni, sau-
teed ground beef, and bechamel 
sauce, and the moussaka spe-
cial, a baked casserole with egg-
plant, potatoes, sauteed ground 
beef, and bechamel sauce.

“Other signature dishes 
that people love are our lemon 
chicken and our gyros. A fa-
vorite soup for many people is 

avgolemono soup 
and ours is deli-
cious. For an appe-
tizer, our flaming 
saganaki (flaming 
cheese) is a show-
stopper,” Rojas 
said.

If you are a sea-
food lover, try their 
calamari appetizer 
or for an entree, 
they offer grilled 
calamari steak or 
salmon. Try the 
oven lemon roast-
ed potatoes and 
Greek style green 
beans.

They serve three popular 
Greek desserts: House made 
baklava, galaktoboureko - a 
semolina custard baked in filo 

dough, and the rizogalo - a rice 
pudding.

If you would like to try Greek 
wines and beers, they offer an 
entire line of Greek white and 
red wines as well as retsina, a 
Greek wine flavored with pine 
resin. For Greek beers try a 
Mythos Hellenic Lager or Hillas 
Lager.

You can dine in or order take-
out. They have a lovely outdoor 
patio to dine al fresco. Troy’s is 
open daily from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Located at 10450 Friars Road. 
Phone (619) 281-7741.

For the current menu go to: 
troysgreeksandiego.com/.

—Robin Dohrn-Simpson is a 
local food and travel writer. Reach 
her at robindohrnsimpson.com.

learn more about gardening, nutrition 
and stewardship of the Earth.

"The process of pulling together com-
munity ideas and resources to make the 
Garden a vital entity these last 10 years 
has been exciting," she says. “As we look 
to the future, we hope more business 
and community leaders will help the 
SCCG continue carrying out its mission 
for the next decade,” said Lockwood. 
“We’ve planted our seeds and estab-
lished our roots. Now it’s time to Grow!”

To learn more about how you can 
get involved contact the San Carlos 
Community Garden at info@sancar-
loscommunitygarden.com or visit the 
Garden’s website at: sancarloscommu-
nitygarden.com.

The San Carlos Community Garden 
schedule of events for August/
September:

• Saturday, Aug. 13, 10 –10:45 a.m.: 
Alphabet Soup Storytime

Come join Ms. Erin from the San 
Carlos Public Library in the garden 
amphitheater for an interactive pre-
sentation of The Crunching Munching 
Caterpillar, by Sheridan Cain.

• Saturday, Aug. 20, 9–11 a.m.: 
Healthy Recipes from Garden to Table

Learn creative ways to prepare your 
garden crop from abundance or slim 
pickings. What can you do with the ex-
tras? $10 per person. Pre-registration 
required at: sancarloscommuni-
tygarden.com/garden-workshops.

• Saturday, Sept. 17, 9–11 a.m.: 
Planning a Fall and Winter Garden

Join Master Gardener, Judith Hays-
Zavala, for this hands-on workshop, 
and learn about using transplants and 
seeds to grow your cool weather gar-
den. $10 per person. Pre-registration 
required at: sancarloscommuni-
tygarden.com/garden-workshops.

SCCG
CONTINUED FROM Page 5

Troy’s Greek Restaurant is at 10450 Friars Road. 
(Photos by Robin Dohrn-Simpson)

Good food and inviting interior walls wait for you on your visit to Troy's Greek Restaurant.
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~Fresh Produce

~Meat Market

~Baked Goods

~Full Service Deli

~Beer & Wine

~Nutritional

6386 Del Cerro Blvd.
619.287.1400

OPEN: 
Sunday 9am-8pm

Monday-Saturday 8am-9pm

Voted Best
~Health Food Store

~Vitamin/Supplement Store
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COURIER

Allied Gardens/Grantville Community 
Council: What is the future for Grantville?

By SHAIN HAUG

We moved to San Diego in 1961. 
I don’t have much recollection of 
Grantville as it was then but I 
remember Mission Valley dairy 
pastures, buying milk and eggs at 
Golden Arrow, and a truck farm in 
front of the Mission (along Friars 
Road before realignment).

Zoned for light industrial in 
1949, Grantville became a fas-
cinating mix of thriving small 
businesses offering a wide vari-
ety of goods and services. To list 
those businesses would take up 
the whole of my allotted space. 
Rather, I invite you to go to 
Google Maps, center on Twain 
and Mission Gorge, and focus in. 
As you do the names of so many, 
many businesses will pop up.

The question is, “What is hap-
pening in Grantville?”

The answer to that question 
begins with the 2015 Grantville 
Focused Plan Amendment (FPA) 
that addressed the existing mix of 
mostly older, underutilized com-
mercial activities, and the variety 
of auto-dependent commercial 
service uses that are maintained 
in older industrial type structures. 
The plan envisions a transition to 
transit-supported residential, work-
force housing, and local neighbor-
hood retail with new commercial 
and employment opportunities.

Grantville begins at the north 
near Old Cliffs and Mission Gorge 
Road and runs south between 
the river and Mission Gorge to 
I-8. The 2015 FPA zoning pro-
vides for apartment buildings 
with residential dwelling spaces 
above first floor commercial and 
retail businesses. At the north 
the density is one unit per 1,500 
square feet of lot area with an 
automobile orientation. As you 
move south the emphasis shifts 
to pedestrian access to the trolley 
station and the density gradual-
ly increases from 1,000, to 600, 
to 400 square feet of lot area for 
each unit.

That is kind of technical. We 
get a better idea of what this 2015 
plan means by taking a look at 
several new developments.

Zephyr at Mission Gorge and 
Greenbriar is exclusively mar-
ket rate apartments with no re-
tail. Vora on Twain to the west 
of Mission Gorge consists of 725 
market rate apartments built in 
four stories over the first floor 
commercial/retail spaces. Gravity 
on Mission Gorge Place is a vari-
ation on the theme with “live/
work” units on the first f loor, 
units constructed with the back 

Building continues in the Grantville area. (Courtesy photo)

SEE GRANTVILLE, Page 13
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As more households are working and 
learning from home these days, here 
are some easy tips to help improve your 
internet experience.

Use audio instead of video for virtual 
meetings. Video calls can be a strain on 
your service. Consider video for must-

see moments. Or turn the camera on only 
when you’re speaking.

Doorbell cameras and pet cams. When 
you’re home, lower the resolution on 
doorbell cams and pet cams. You can still 
effectively monitor the areas. And turn off 
pet cams if you’re at home.

Get a 360 View. Cox Panoramic Wifi 
gives you wall to wall coverage, including 
those dead zones in your home. If you 
have Cox Panoramic Wifi, use the Cox 
Panoramic Wifi app to:

• Manage devices on your home internet;

• Pause the wifi on other devices (like the 
kids’ iPad) when you’re on important 
video calls.  

Computer Virus Protection. Computer 
viruses and malware can slow down your 
internet. Use the free Cox Security Suite 
Plus powered by McAfee to protect your 
home computer. Cox Panoramic Wifi 
customers can turn on Advanced Security 
in the Cox Panoramic Wifi app.

Secure your wifi. Password protect your 
home wifi to keep out unauthorized users.

Location, location, location. Your internet 
experience may be slowed down if 
your wifi router or modem is in a bad 
location. Remember to:

• Elevate your modem or router on a shelf 
or tall piece of furniture (wifi signals 
travel outward and downward);

• Avoid placing your router near a 
microwave, mirror or fish tank, which can 
affect the signal.

For more tips, visit www.cox.com.

Quick tips to improve your home 
internet experience

sdnews.com
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Senior LivingSenior Living

619-246-2003 
Veteran Owned & Operated

Grand Opening New La Mesa Care Home 
We are excited to announce that Silverlight Homes of La Mesa will be  
joining the Right Choice Senior Living network of Assisted Living  
Care Home Communities.  
• Beautiful La Mesa Neighborhood Close to ALL  
• Small Intimate Homelike setting • Experienced Team since 2008 
• Reasonable Visitation Accommodations  
• For photos, video tours please visit: silverlighthomesllc.com 

Full Service Assisted Living  
Rates Starting at $165 a day. 

rightchoiceseniorliving.org

We are saving families  
thousands of $ per month

NOW HIRING CAREGIVERS CALL NOW

RIGHT 
CHOICE 

SENIOR LIVING 

Make the Right Choice Senior Living
Established in early 2008, Jean Brooks (UCSD Graduate) and Todd Brooks (Air Force Veteran, US Air Force 
Academy Graduate) had the desire to develop Assisted Living Care Homes and Services for seniors that are a 
cut above the rest at fair & competitive rates. Right Choice Senior Living has Residential Care Homes located in 
highly desirable neighborhoods close to UCSD, La Jolla, Pacific Beach, Clairemont (Mount Street Area) medi-
cal facilities and the beach. Come see us today before making your final choice. Make the Right Choice Today.
We are excited to announce that Silverlight Homes of La Mesa will be joining the Right Choice Senior Living 
network of Assisted Living Care Home Communities.
Beautiful La Mesa Neighborhood Close to ALL,Small Intimate Homelike setting,Reasonable Visitation & 
Outings, Accommodations & Experienced Team since 2008 For photos, video tours please visit. https://silver-
lighthomesllc.com/
For more info call (619) 246-2003 or go to the www.rightchoiceniorliving.org.
NOW HIRING CAREGIVERS! CALL NOW!

Renee Farrar 
Call or Email Renee today for a no obligation quote!

619-985-5002
renee@motivationmedical.com

We Provide Health Plan Solutions 
• Medicare Supplements
• Medicare Advantage
• Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage

Over 
20 Years
Experience

Lic # OG16501

of the unit as residential and the 
front for the resident’s business, 
and four stories of market rate 
apartments in the four stories 
above. The development at the 
Grantville Trolley Station is the 
densest allowed under the FPA. 
Other than the commercial areas 
occupied by Home Depot, Toyota, 
Soapy Joe’s, and Honda the whole 
of Grantville will become a com-
munity of apartment buildings 
such as these.

Generally, that is what the 2015 
FPA expected for Grantville. But 
then “Affordable Housing” and 
“Transit Priority Areas” entered 
the building codes.

Affordable Housing and Transit 
Priority Areas provide incentives 
in excess of what is allowed un-
der the 2016 FPA. Affordable 
housing allows a developer to in-
crease density on condition that 
a share of the units are reserved 
for lower income residents at a 
lower rent. Transit Priority Area 
allow increased housing density 
and reduced provisions for park-
ing along public transit lines. The 
net effect of Affordable Housing 
and Transit Priority Areas is to 
encourage density well in excess 
of what is already allowed by the 
2015 FPA zoning density and to 
reduce the number parking spaces 
for residents.

Developers are required to 
pay Developer Impact Fees (DIF) 
to offset the costs for Capital 
Improvement Projects (CIP) that 
are needed for infrastructure in 
the areas covered by the local 
community planning groups. 
The Navajo Community Planners, 
Inc, (NCPI) has recommendation 

authority for the use of those funds 
in Grantville, Allied Gardens, San 
Carlos, and Del Cerro. By example, 
at the request of the NCPI a signifi-
cant portion of the $7,000,000.00 
on hand has been designated for 
the San Carlos Library construc-
tion. The Navajo communities 
could see another $10,000,000.00 
from Grantville development.

So long as the developments 
meet the 2015 FPA and construc-
tion standards they are not discre-
tionary. They are ‘by right” and 
the developers are not required to 
follow the process that requires a 
recommendation by the Navajo 
Community Planners, Inc. (NCPI).

Nevertheless, most developers 
seek and follow recommendations 
from NCPI. But there is a move-
ment pending that calls for a sig-
nificant reduction of the involve-
ment of Community Planning 
Groups in local development. 
There is a similar movement to 
reduce the Community Planning 
Groups’ control over the DIF that 
comes from local development.

We must preserve the benefits of 
the 2015 Grantville FPA. We must 
preserve our right to control our 
neighborhoods and to mitigate 
the impact of local development. 
We must preserve our control over 
funds for capital improvements.

To do so we must speak out 
and insist that all developments, 
including those that can be per-
mitted “by right,” are channeled 
through our community plan-
ning groups.

We must let our elected officials 
know that the public, speaking 
through their community plan-
ning groups, is the final voice to 
be heard on development.

—Shain Haug is president 
AGGCC.

Grantville
CONTINUED FROM Page 11
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You Call-We Haul!
No Job Too Small!

619-933-4346
www.iluvjunk.com

10% Senior 

Discount

Evictions, cleanouts, 

construction debris, 

tree trimming, etc.

HAULING

ALT. MEDICINE

CLEANING

ATTORNEY

Lic.573106

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
BY A VIETNAM VET

San Diego’s Oldest 
Plumbing Company. 

Offering quality service &
repair for 110 years. 

858-454-4258
5771 LA JOLLA BLVD #5
ERLINGROHDEPLUMBING.COM

SENIOR CARE

RUMMAGE SALE

CARPET & TILE CLEANING

619-583-7963
idealservice.com 

5161 Waring Rd, San Diego 

CA License #348810

www.kdcinjurylaw.com
A Professional Corporation

– Free Consultation  |  No Recovery, No Fee –

Serving our community for over 30 years

7220 Avenida Encinas
Suite 203

Carlsbad, CA 92011
(760) 931-2900

Poinsettia VillageUniversity Avenue
3180 University Ave.

Suite 220
San Diego, CA 92104

(619) 682-5100

PERSONAL INJURY – ACCIDENTS

Auto | Cycle  |  Pedestrian 
Dog Bite  |  Slip and Fall 

Brain Injury  |  Wrongful Death

Home Improvement Specialist
AFFORDABLE
ON-BUDGET

EXPERIENCED

SPRING SPECIAL
15% OFF

DECKS, DOORS & WINDOWS

johnmartinconstruction.com

Lic. #1032673

619-541-1737

Ivonne M.  
Fernandez

T: 619.552.1736 
 
Email:  
ivonnefernandez858@gmail.com 
Instagram:  
@PB.MobileNotaryPublic

SERVICE DIRECTORY

CONTRACTOR

CareGiver/Companion
Can Do: Hospice, Alzheimer’s 
Parkinson’s, ALS, and more. 

Medications, Appointments
Errands, Bathing, Wonderful

Cook, Lite Housekeeping, 
Pet Care, Live in/out, 

I’ll help with your daily needs.
Call Laura for interview at
858-243-8288 Thank You

www.beelinebrakes.com

2938 GARNET AVE., PACIFIC BEACH

(858) 273-2411

Bee Line
• BRAKES •
• ALIGNMENT • 
• A/C SERVICE •
• 30/60/90K Maintenance • 

SINCE 1947

10% OFF
W/ THIS AD

(UP TO $50 MAX FOR DISCOUNT)

(excludes oil changes)
May not be combined
with any other offer.

AUTOMOTIVE

. #100tselle So1 R7106
COMS.ICSTHOLIYORRET

ICL2-40-00002C1
1122A 9, Cgoan DieS

Cleaning Service
by Cecilia Sanchez

Family owned & operated
15 years experience.

Office, residential &
vacancy cleanings 

#1 vacation 
rental experts 

Free estimates
& excellent 
references

(619) 
248-5238

619-677-6523

WHERE YOU ARE  
TREATED LIKE ROYALTY!

Must mention ad. Some restrictions apply.

Or visit our website at 
www.service-kings.com

25% OFF Tile & Grout Cleaning 
25% OFF restretching or carpet repairs

Cleaning Carpet, Tile,  
Upholstery for over 28 years.

CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL

3 
ROOMS $129

SAVE $45

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Handyman with 

30 years experience

Many Skills

Hourly or Bid

Prompt, Affordable, 
Professional

Insured

Ask for Bob
619-742-0446

Non-licensed

HANDYMAN

Weed Removal 
Yard Clean Ups 
Monthly Maintenance 
Junk Removal 
Sprinkler Installation & Repairs 
Sod Installation 
Retaining Walls

TREE SERVICE

WINDOW CLEANING

INTER-FAITH  
WEDDING  
OFFICIANT

Inter-faith minister 
available to officiate 

weddings in San Diego.  
 

 
(PayPal, Google Pay, Facebook Pay)  

of booked Zoom conference  
wedding or outdoor inter-faith  

wedding ceremony. 
619-398-7197   

thubtenpematenzin68@gmail.com

$350

WEDDINGS

FREE ESTIMATES (619)755-9651

Regular Deep Cleaning  
Move in/Out Services

PAINTING

Full-length stories 
Online updates 
Comments 
Event calendars 
  sdnews.com

B i l l  Harper  Plum b i ng . com
Licenced Plumber

with years of experience in residential homes
Prompt, Professional and Affordable 

Phone Estimates, Cash Discounts

CALL BILL  619-224-0586
Lic #504044

ELECTRICIAN

Fischbeck Electric
For all your electrical needs:

Solar Systems
Green Energy Ssavings

Panel Upgrades and Changes 
Remodels

Recessed Lighting, etc.
CA Lic. #900788 (10-12)

(619)749-7105
FischbeckElectric.com

RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL 

No job is too Big 
No job is too Small 
sailbayelectric.com 
619-953-7895

C10 Contractors License 
#1087275

SAIL BAY ELECTRIC

Corlett Electrical 
Construction
Mike Corlett 

Locally Owned & 
Operated

619-776-7134
Lic. #858862

mikecorlett@hotmail.com

Electrician

LANDSCAPE/GARDEN

NOTERY

FREE ESTIMATES!
• FINE PRUNING & THINNING
• ARTISTIC TREE LACING
• TREE & STUMP REMOVAL

CROWNPOINTCLIPPERS@GMAIL.COM

(858)270-1742
Fully licensed and insured. Lic# 723867

CROWN POINT
CLIPPERS, INC.

T R E E S E R V I C E

SERVING THE LA JOLLA
AREA FOR 40 YEARS

Ray & Roger’s 
WINDOW 
CLEANING

619.252.1385

Commercial & Residential

30 Day Rain Guarantee
Licensed & Insureed • Free Estimates

Tracks
Screens

Mirrors
Skylights

619-366-0886

YOUR HOUSE  
CLEANING EXPERT  

IN SAN DIEGO

Hire our professionals 
to simplify your life 

 
• Recurring House Cleanings 

• Move In/Out Cleaning 
• Window Cleaning Add On 
• Deep Cleaning & Sanitizing 

PPOOWWEERR  
WWAASSHHIINNGG  
SSEERRVVIICCEESS
www.sdklean.com 

619-460-8177 
www.sdklean.com 

619-460-8177 

PLUMBING

(619) 795-9429
www.chuckiespainting.co

chuckgjr@cox.net
CA Lic. #925325

Chuckie’s 
Painting Company

              

3

Ryken Tree Service
ree TT• Tr Trrim • Shape
• Removals & 

Stump Removals
Aborist #911 On Every Job!

619-672-8166

FREE Estimates

Fully Licensed
and Insured

  Lic #Lic #LLicic ##5536655115

(619) 523-4900

WEEKLY • BI • MONTH 

SPRINKLER DOCTORS IN 

CLEAN-UPS • HAUL/DUMP 

SENIOR TO SENIOR 10% 

CA. ST. LIC. #0783646 

tony@pointlomalandscape.com

MAINTENANCE EXPERTS

POINT LOMA 
LANDSCAPE 
� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

• Gardening Services 
• Lawns • Hedges 

• Weeding & Trimming

• Licensed 
• Free Estimates 
• Reliable

• Weekly 
• Bi-Weekly 
• Monthly

We Do It ALL!

Turner Landscape 
619-885-0906

Allied Garden Resident Since 1993 
30 Years Experience  

Specializing in Local Communities

FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAMES 

 
NAME CHANGES 

 
+ OTHER LEGAL  

 
CALL US 

858-270-3103 X 115

PLUMBINGHEATING & AIR

Service Calls
Military10% OFF Senior & 

24/7 Emergency Service!

(858) 571-8865
www.thaheatingandair.com/plumbing

FREE Estimate
with Installation &

FREE Service
call with Repair

Proudly Serving San Diego
Since 1980

Residential • Commerrcial
Industrial

Huge Rummage Sale
at

First United Methodist Church
2111 Camino del Rio S.

San Diego 92108
Aug. 12 - 13

9:00am - 4:30pm
Great Selection of Items!

SERVICE

BATHTUBS REFINISHED like new without 
removal. Bathtubs-Kitchen Sinks-Washba-
sins. Fiberglass and Porcelain. Over 25 years 
in San Carlos. Lic.#560438. 619-464-5141 
(07/16)

Keith Everett Construction & Handyman 
Services. All phases of home remodeling 
& repair. Specialty in all types of fencing, 
decks & patio covers. No job to small. Senior 
discounts. Lic. #878703 619.501.7480

Summer camp recap, new 
staff, and new art at MTRP

By MTRP FOUNDATION

This summer has been full of exciting 
happenings at the park.

The Mission Trails Regional Park 
(MTRP) Foundation hosted its first 
camp since 2019, an afternoon program 
funded by San Diego Foundation in 
partnership with the San Diego Unified 
School District (SDUSD). In preparation 
for the camp, the MTRP Foundation’s 
newly hired education team developed 
a robust curriculum for its campers.

From learning how to make bird calls 
to guided trail walks, craft making, and 
live animal demonstrations, the campers 
had an amazing time, and it was many 
campers’ first Mission Trails experience. 
We will offer Thanksgiving week and 
winter break camps to students from 
any school district so be on the lookout 
for details in the coming months.

Our newest art exhibition, NATURE! 
Embraced and Reimagined, will be 
on view at the MTRP Visitor Center 
through Friday, Sept. 9.

This exhibition highlights local art-
ists Jessica Ballenger and Vivian Fung, 
who have different approaches to 
photography.

Fung’s stunning landscape photogra-
phy contrasts nicely against Ballenger’s 
mixed media works. Fung’s superb im-
ages skillfully capture the landscapes’ 
lighting to dramatic effect. Ballenger 
utilizes images taken at local sites, in-
cluding Mission Trails, to create art-
works reminiscent of the arts and crafts 
wallpaper prints of William Morris, 
1960’s psychedelic posters, and quilt-
ing. All of the works on view are avail-
able for purchase with a percentage of 
the sale benefiting the park through the 
MTRP Foundation.

MTRP Foundation activities in 
August include our regular Trail Tykes 
programs, which take place the second 
and fourth Wednesday of the month at 
10 a.m. at the Visitor Center. At Trail 

Tykes, volunteers read nature-related 
stories, sing songs, and can go on an 
optional short walk, led by our volun-
teers or our new Lead Educator, Alissa 
Lustgarten.

Originally from Indiana and a grad-
uate of Purdue University, Lustgarten 
brings years of outdoor education to 
the MTRP Foundation and happens to 
be a graduate of the MTRP Trail Guide 
Class of 2022. We are delighted to have 
Lustgarten on staff, and welcome three 
seasoned outdoor educators who will 
work with her on MTRP Foundation ed-
ucational programming: Robin Kendall, 
Brian Moehl, and Amanda Peterson.

Though it’s warm out, it’s cool in the 
MTRP Visitor Center so come by to take 
in the views and exhibits and enjoy the 
library and a film.

While visiting, stop by the gift shop to 
browse MTRP merchandise, including 
patches, pins, and our newest children’s 
tee shirt. You can also shop to support 
the park online at: mtrpstore.org.

Youngsters and staff enjoy their time at 
MTRP’s first summer camp since 2019. 
(Photo by Alissa Lustgarten)

construction is currently focused on 
building the first-floor podium which 
includes a health center and a parking 
structure. PATH Ventures is continuing 
to put together the capital funding for 
the 40 residential units which would 
complete phase one.

Back in April, the Board of Supervisors 
allocated some $11 million to the devel-
opment. However, more funding is hoped 
for. The City of San Diego, the San Diego 
Housing Commission and the County 
of San Diego also applied to obtain state 
funding under Project Homekey.

“This is precisely what was envi-
sioned by Governor Gavin Newsom and 
the state Legislature when they created 
Project Homekey, and I’m grateful for all 
the ways the state is supporting local 
efforts to get unhoused residents into 
homes of their own,” said Mayor Todd 
Gloria in April.

This development is located in District 
9, which Council President Sean Elo-
Rivera represents. Chris Chan, director 
of council communications for Elo-
Rivera’s Office, offered a statement on 
the status of the funds.

“At the moment we have not heard 
any updates on the status of the appli-
cation,” said Chan. “We will release a 
statement or answer questions about 

El Cerrito  
housing
CONTINUED FROM Page 1
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Sarah Ward  858-431-6043  | SARAH@FINEANDCOASTAL.COM

We give you the step-by-step
support and guidance you need

when buying & selling real estate.

DRE#01943308

619-857-0856  |  easyhomeloans@hermanharring.com

Mortgage Broker
Herman Harring
Enhance your lifestyle with a reverse mortgage!
Call me today to see how one could work for you!

NMLS #264035  |  DRE #00896709

DRE # 01821025  |  NMLS #135622

Mortgage Broker

  

619-857-0856

 

c2�nancialcorp.com/hharring

c2financialcorp.com/hharring

COLEMAN 
MOVING SYSTEMS INC. 
Office/Residential | Free Wardrobe Use | Piano Moving 
Last Minute Moves | Packing/Unpacking  
Discount Packing Materials | Moving all over CA, AZ, NV 
7 DAYS A WEEK | FREE ESTIMATES FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1979 
 
619.223.2255

BBB MEMBER | INSURED LIC #CAL T-189466
 STU AND MATT COLEMAN

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
Call 858.270.3103 to get your property featured today!

Place Your Ad Here!
Let Us Bring More Customers To You!
Place Your Ad Here!

Let Us Bring More Customers To You!
For More Information Contact Heather 

h�ne@sdnews.com     Cell 951.296.7794
Your Sales Consultant

The state of the market
By SARAH WARD REALTOR®

The last couple weekends I host-
ed several open houses for new 
listings and quite a few people 
came through each day so I had 
the chance to chat with neighbors 
and buyers. 

The top concern by far for 
the majority of people coming 
through was the state of the mar-
ket. Both buyers and sellers are 
wondering if the market is going 
to fall. In some areas around the 
nation, the market has declined 
slightly, such as in Boise, Idaho. 
That market exploded over the last 
three years and prices have since 
declined slightly. Additionally 
when you read the internet media, 
click-bait headlines are popping 
up asking if the market is ready 
to plunge.

The truth is that currently, the 
San Diego market is fairly stable 
and steady. The College Area ex-
perienced a month over month, 
June to July, 11% increase in 
the median single-family home 
price. San Carlos had a month 
over month median sale price de-
crease of 7.5% and the Del Cerro/
Allied Gardens median price was 
unchanged. Inventory across all 
three areas has remained very low 
over the entire summer.

There are some factors at play 
keeping the market lofty and in my 
opinion it appears unlikely we are 
going to have any type of signifi-
cant drop in prices like we did in 
2008 and 2009. During the early 
Obama presidency, many home-
owners had little to no down pay-
ment loans and people were walk-
ing away from properties in droves 

and “turning in the keys” to the 
bank. Today, most homeowners 
are loaded up with equity and are 
not going to quickly walk away 
from a property. Also, the loan un-
derwriting over the last ten years 
has been stringent. Loans were 
issued to mostly well-qualified 
buyers unlike in the years leading 
up to the 2008 crash, where loans 
were handed out like candy.

There are still a ton of buyers 
in the marketplace motivated to 
purchase a property as a hedge 
against ever rising rents. Since 
2010, young people were less in-
clined to purchase a property and 
so there was a lag in homeowner-
ship in that demographic. But that 
trend has quickly reversed in the 
last few years as young people are 
suddenly desperate to purchase a 
property and many of these buyers 

are well qualified with good jobs 
from tech and science companies. 
In the last few weeks, all our list-
ings have received multiple full-
price offers and demand has been 
strong. A couple more factors keep-
ing the market resilient include the 
lack of new development in San 
Diego County contributing to the 
very low supply of homes available 
to buy. Also, we are still receiving 
lots of offers from investors, who 
are frantically trying to find a de-
cent priced property to park their 
cash as a hedge against the con-
tinuing inflation. The new $600 
billion spending bill and 2022 
trillion dollar budget deficit could 
add more inflation pressure to the 
economy. Also, prices in San Diego 
are still discounted compared to 
Orange and LA counties as well 
as the Bay Area, yet San Diego is 
(in my opinion) a superior location 
and city. Also, there are still quite a 
few out of state and out of country 

buyers coming into San Diego 
to buy property. Our population 
keeps increasing but very little new 
properties are being constructed, 
keeping prices pushing higher. Call 
me to discuss your local real estate 
plans are if you have any real es-
tate related questions!

MARKET REPORT:
• 92115 College Area: Median 

home price up 11% from June to 
$950,000 and with only 23 prop-
erties sold.

• 92119 San Carlos: median 
home price down 7.5% from June 
to $1,017,500 and with only 16 
properties sold.

• 92120 Allied Gardens/Del 
Cerro: median home price flat 
at $1,100,000 and with only 18 
properties sold in the entire zip-
code. Inventory is low.

—Sarah Ward is a Realtor with 
Fine & Coastal Real Estate.

the Homekey Project when that 
happens.”

The City of San Diego also plans 
to contribute more than $2 mil-
lion that comes from its portion 
of funding from California’s per-
manent local housing allocation 
program.

While it looks like funding is 
starting to be solidified for this 
nearly $24-million development, 
with construction moving forward, 
some residents still aren’t sold.

E l  C er r it o  C om mu n it y 
Council (ECCC) president Laura 
Riebau has had concerns from 
the beginning due to a lack of 
communication.

She claims that the building 
was originally supposed to be 

used for various levels of afford-
able housing, including low-in-
come and workforce. The shift to 
homeless housing came as a sur-
prise to the community, according 
to Riebau.

“PATH and the San Diego 
Housing Commission (SDHC), 
nor the City nor FHC, ever con-
tacted the El Cerrito Community 
(ECCC) or the College Area 
Planning Board (CAPB) about 
the change in the use and de-
velopment of the building,” said 
Riebau. “We only learned about 
the change in use by reading 
the County’s public notice of 
April 21st for its April 26, 2022 
meeting to approve Homekey 
Funding with information on 
the new use.”

Since then, Riebau says the 
ECCC sent Mayor Todd Gloria, 
Nathan Fletcher, PATH and 
FHCSD an invitation to their May 
19 community meeting to discuss 

the plans. However, Riebau says, 
some residents still didn’t feel 
heard at that meeting.

“Though many questions were 
listened to, most questions were 
collected for a response,” said 
Riebau.

On June 28, PATH Ventures 
answered questions brought up 
at the meeting via emailed pdfs 
sent to the community. Some of 
the answers addressed concerns 
about the expansion of homeless 
housing and how this new build-
ing could impact current resi-
dents’ quality of life.

Riebau says she still has more 
questions since these came out. 
The main concerns Riebau and 
other residents have is that they’ve 
felt left out of the loop in the plan-
ning, and they feel the location is 
unsuitable given the purpose of 
this building.

“This location is inappropriate,” 
stated a resident who asked to stay 

anonymous. “There is an elemen-
tary school directly across the 
street in addition to middle school 
and high school… There is no in-
frastructure to accommodate the 
massive influx. Just a poor choice 
as a site.”

While this resident, who has 
lived in El Cerrito for more than 
20 years and has worked as a 
psychiatric nurse (LVN), agrees 
more support for homeless people 
should be created, they argue it 
should be focused on rehabilita-
tion, not just housing.

“The county needs to build 
more institutions for mental 
disease for long-term rehabili-
tation as well as expanding the 
county medical hospital, where 
we triage these folks,” said the 
resident.

But, according to Mayor Gloria, 
the complex problem of homeless-
ness in El Cerrito should have a 
simple solution.

“What ends homelessness is a 
home,” said Gloria. “If the State of 
California selects this project for 
Project Homekey funding, we will 
not only provide safe and stable 
homes; we’ll also be able to provide 
the supportive services these resi-
dents need to remain housed and 
address the issues that led to their 
homelessness in the first place.”

Mayor Gloria’s office didn’t indi-
cate when they would hear from 
the state about Homekey funding 
but says they are ready to answer 
further questions when they do 
receive a verdict.

* Editor’s note: A previous story 
on this subject can be found at: sd-
news.com/project-homekey-residenc-
es-in-the-works-for-el-cerrito/

—Elaine Alfaro is a journalism 
student at Point Loma Nazarene 
University and a former intern for 
the La Mesa Courier.

El Cerrito 
housing
CONTINUED FROM Page 14

sdnews.com 15Aug. 12 – Sept. 8, 2022
Mission Times Courier / College Times CourierREAL ESTATE / NEWS



With this much money on the line, and so many tedious details to keep track
of, you’re right to want to approach this carefully.

Understanding your local market is an important part of a successful move.
You deserve to get a strong return on investment and with the right
information and preparation–you can!

My hands-on approach takes the stress and confusion out of selling your
home because I sweat the small stuff–allowing you to stay focused on this
move.

From start to finish, I work with you to help prepare your home, attract
buyers, and facilitate a successful sale. Thanks to my proven system and
passion for real estate, I’ve built a reputation for routinely providing a
seamless and successful experience for my clients.

Sarah Ward

Ready to find your dream home, but not sure how to
maximize the equity in your College Area home?

Call Sarah Today For
Your Initial Consultation!

858-431-6043
We support Equal Housing Opportunity and follow REALTOR® Code of Ethics. If your property is currently
listed with another real estate broker, please disregard this document. It is not our intention to solicit the
offerings of other real estate brokers.  Broker DRE#: 01243316.

REALTORⓇ | DRE#01943308
Sarah@fineandcoastal.com

858-431-6043

Sarah Ward, Your Local REALTORⓇ

SOLD: $590,000
7897 Rancho Fanita #B

Santee, Ca 92071
 

In Escrow
4605 Lenore Drive 
San Diego, Ca 92115

COMING SOON!
New Listing Coming Soon

in College View Estates

Sold: $1,280,000
3755 Promontory St #2 

San Diego, Ca 92109

Sold: $1,225,000
5310 Penny Place

San Diego, Ca 92115

Sold: $625,000
3436 Bevis Street 

San Diego, Ca 92111
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