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Where Greece meets the East Village
By FRANK SABATINI JR.

If you assume the fast-casual 
eatery Nick the Greek is owned 
by a guy named Nick, you are 
one-third correct.

As we learned when plunging 
into some of the kitchen’s suc-
culent, spiced meats and orega-
no-kissed french fries, there are 
three Nicks running the business. 
And each carries the same last 
name of Tsigaris.

The men are a trio of cousins 
whose fathers are brothers. They 
range in age from early 30s to 

Volunteers 
reunite 
siblings in 
foster care

By KENDRA SITTON

Hundreds of San Diegans help as-
sist children in foster care each year 
in a variety of ways – from being a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate 
to mentoring foster youth as they 
transition to adulthood. With over 
3,000 current and former foster 
youth in San Diego County, these 
volunteers provide services and fill 
in the gaps that overworked social 
workers cannot. May is Foster Care 
Awareness Month but these volun-
teers work year round to meet the 
needs of foster youth.

One nonprofit that seeks to care 
for the emotional, financial and 
academic needs of foster youth 
is Promises2Kids. The local non-
profit utilizes hundreds of vol-
unteers each year for their core 
programs, which include helping 
foster youth attend college and 
reuniting foster siblings.

“Volunteers are critical to our 
organization,” Stephanie Ortega, 
COO of Promises2Kids said.

By KENDRA SITTON

A two-year-long effort from lo-
cal artists to create temporary art 
at local parks officially launches 
in May. Kick-off weekend for the 
brand-new program funded by 
an anonymous family bequest 
endowment and the city’s Public 
Art Fund is on May 21. Events 
andpop-up art installations will 
continue through Nov.20.

The 18 artists who applied and 
were accepted for the project are 
divided evenly between each of 
the nine city council districts. 
Inside those districts, the artists 
had a $15,000 budget to create 
temporary art instillations that 
encourage the public to interact 
with each other and the mean-
ingful art. The project encourages 
people to go to public parks and 
also makes art more accessible to 
them as it comes to many different 
neighborhoods rather than being 
limited to galleries and museums.

SEE NICK THE GREEK, Page 8 SEE FOSTER CARE, Page 3

SEE PARK SOCIAL, Page 2

Assorted pita wraps at Nick the Greek (Courtesy photo)

City launches interactive 
art program at parks

The boxes made of shipping pallets are currently on display at 
Southwestern College until they are used as a moving wall at Park 
Social’s opening event. (Photo courtesy Tim Murdoch)

In addition to working directly with 
foster youth, Judi Sinopoli has also 
volunteered at Promises2Kids’ 
fundraisers. (Photo courtesy Judi 
Sinopoli)
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Main (858) 565-5800 | Toll Free (800) 696-0136 
sdvote.com |  @sdvote #SDVOTE

YOUR VOTING OPTIONS

VOTE!
MORE DAYS.  
MORE WAYS.

MAIL IT.

DROP IT. 

VISIT. 

Complete your ballot in the comfort 
of your home. Sign and date your  
return envelope, seal your completed 
ballot inside, and return it through the 
U.S. Postal Service – no stamp needed!

Return your ballot to any of the 
Registrar’s official ballot drop box 
locations around the county starting 
Monday, May 9 through Election Day, 
Tuesday, June 7.

Vote in person or drop off your voted 
ballot at any Vote Center daily from 
Saturday, May 28 through Monday, 
June 6 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

On Election Day, Tuesday, June 7, 
voting hours change to 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

POR CORREO. VISITE.DEPOSÍTELA. GỞI ĐI.  ĐẾN NƠI.NỘP LẠI. IPAKOREO ITO. BUMISITA.IHULOG ITO.

A list of Ballot Drop Box  
and Vote Center locations are 
available at sdvote.com

Every active registered voter  
will receive a ballot in the mail  

the week of May 9 for the  
June 7, 2022, Gubernatorial 

Primary Election.

At Kensington Park, Trevor 
Amery has installed his art piece 
and is excited that kids are al-
ready using it as an extension of 
the playground. Located between 
the small Kensington library 
and large playground, he built a 
10-foot diameter platform that 

is two feet off the ground with a 
curving surface that looks like 
the undulating ocean. He then 
carved kelp and other plants into 
the surface to advance his mes-
sage of preserving the kelp forest 
amid climate change.

“It’s just kind of a 24/7 jungle 
gym of kids climbing all over it, 
which is awesome. I love that,” 
he said. Amery explained that 
lawsuits have made playgrounds 

sterile so he is excited the children 
are relating to each other outside 
of metal and plastic materials.

Before installing the platform, 
he had to present his idea to a 
panel of city council members 
and community members. Their 
focus was on the “nuts and bolts” 
of the installation to ensure it was 
safe for kids. Based on that con-
versation, Amery chose a lighter 
hard wood so it would not get too 
hot under the sun and sanded and 
sealed the wood carefully to pre-
vent splinters.

The platform functions as a 
stage–letting people create their 
own art. He is also hosting rub-
bing workshops on the first and 
third Saturdays for three months 
to teach the public how to etch the 
kelp carvings to build drawings. 
He is documenting the drawings 
people create and hopes to hold an 

exhibition of the community-cre-
ated art in the library at the end of 
the project. He is passionate about 
preserving kelp forests which is 
part of the message of the work.

“[Kelp forests] are a keystone 
species, providing the basis for 
their underwater ecosystem. For 
me this is a lot like the parks and 
the role they played during the 
pandemic. They create safe spac-
es for people to come together, to 
get that social nourishment that 
was so greatly lacking during iso-
lation,” Amery said.

The other artist working in-
side City Council District 3 is Tim 
Murdoch. His inclusion in the 
project was serendipitous as he 
had started working on an art 
piece for the Port of San Diego 
that officials decided against. He 
had already begun building box-
es from shipping pallets when the 

city’s call went out for local artists.
“It was perfect because I knew 

exactly what I wanted to do. I sort 
of changed certain aspects of the 
project to suit the parks but es-
sentially, I had already made the 
project,” Murdoch said.

At the beginning of the pan-
demic, he became obsessed with 
building the boxes to eventually 
create a moving sculpture. He 
started by using every pallet avail-
able but eventually became very 
choosy, only using pallets that 
were colorful or had interesting 
patterns of wear and tear.

He will present the moving 
sculpture at the opening cer-
emony for Park Social at Fault 
line Park. With help from other 
artists in the initiative who can 
salsa dance, dancers will move the 

Park social
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

SEE PARK SOCIAL, Page 15

“Collective Memory” is a textile art installation that invites visitors to sit on the blankets outside or inside the dome 
to process collective memories brought on by the pandemic. It was created by Sheena Rae Dowling and Yvette 
Roman. (Photo courtesy City of San Diego)

Tim Murdoch’s moving wall of shipping pallets will appear at the opening 
and closing ceremonies of Park Social. (Photo courtesy Tim Murdoch)
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Judi Sinopoli has volunteered 
over 500 hours for Promises2Kids 
since she was first introduced to 
the organization in 2016 through 
her sister. She was heartbroken 
after watching a video about the 
struggles foster youth face and 
wondered if she could make a dif-
ference. The finance and account-
ing specialist immediately started 
volunteering and has continued 
to do so ever since. It was the first 
time in her life she volunteered but 
she has since ascended to being on 
Promises2Kids’ volunteer leader-
ship team which plans events de-
tails and onboards new volunteers.

The Little Italy resident’s favor-
ite aspect of her volunteerism is 
getting to reunite siblings that 
were placed in separate house-
holds in foster care. She said a 
“staggering” 40% of brothers and 
sisters in the foster care system 
are separated.

“The love of a sibling is so im-
portant to your development and 
your mental health,” Sinopoli 
said. “I think that the most near 
and dear to my heart is the Camp 
Connect because we get to see the 
siblings reunited.”

Before COVID-19, the orga-
nization hosted monthly group 
events where around 50 kids 
would attend and get to see their 
siblings for the day. Many of the 
events were exciting adventures 
for the kids: they went to laser tag, 
the Midway, Big Bear and even 
DisneyLand.

The pandemic limited those 
group events so instead the vol-
unteers pivoted to helping the 
siblings reunite virtually. Ortega 
explained that the organization 
had to get creative More recently, 
they have hosted individual sib-
ling sets at the park so they can 
see each other in person in an 
outdoor space.

“It may not have been a month-
ly thing because of the volume of 
kids in foster care that are sepa-
rated but they still were able to do 
something,” Sinopoli said.

This year will see the return of 
the nonprofit’s most ambitious 
program after two years of cancel-
lations: Camp Connect. Siblings 
spend four days camping in Julian 
in August each year to spend 
quality time together. It takes 100 
volunteers for the trip.

Ortega said reuniting siblings is 
an important part of the organi-
zation’s work because separating 

siblings is an additional trauma 
that foster youth face.

“The children in the foster care 
system are there at no fault of 
their own. They were exposed to 
horrific abuse, neglect, all differ-
ent types of abuse and they were 
removed for their safety. And a lot 
of times, the brothers and sisters, 
they're the only ones that truly 
understand what each other had 
gone through,” Ortega said.

The organization has facilitated 
over 2,000 interactions between 
separated siblings.

“You need those relationships 
forever, not just during your child-
hood. And our job for camp was 
really to make sure that those 
brothers and sisters can main-
tain a relationship and so that 
they can continue that beyond 
the foster care system and have 
that ability to have family safety, 
security, and just know that they 

SEE FOSTER CARE, Page 12

Foster care
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

Sinopoli with other supporters of Promises2Kids in 2018 (Photo courtesy Judi 
Sinopoli)
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As more households are working and 
learning from home these days, here 
are some easy tips to help improve your 
internet experience.

Use audio instead of video for virtual 
meetings. Video calls can be a strain on 
your service. Consider video for must-

see moments. Or turn the camera on only 
when you’re speaking.

Doorbell cameras and pet cams. When 
you’re home, lower the resolution on 
doorbell cams and pet cams. You can still 
effectively monitor the areas. And turn off 
pet cams if you’re at home.

Get a 360 View. Cox Panoramic Wifi 
gives you wall to wall coverage, including 
those dead zones in your home. If you 
have Cox Panoramic Wifi, use the Cox 
Panoramic Wifi app to:

• Manage devices on your home internet;

• Pause the wifi on other devices (like the 
kids’ iPad) when you’re on important 
video calls.  

Computer Virus Protection. Computer 
viruses and malware can slow down your 
internet. Use the free Cox Security Suite 
Plus powered by McAfee to protect your 
home computer. Cox Panoramic Wifi 
customers can turn on Advanced Security 
in the Cox Panoramic Wifi app.

Secure your wifi. Password protect your 
home wifi to keep out unauthorized users.

Location, location, location. Your internet 
experience may be slowed down if 
your wifi router or modem is in a bad 
location. Remember to:

• Elevate your modem or router on a shelf 
or tall piece of furniture (wifi signals 
travel outward and downward);

• Avoid placing your router near a 
microwave, mirror or fish tank, which can 
affect the signal.

For more tips, visit www.cox.com.

Quick tips to improve your home 
internet experience

The North Park Music Fest returns
By VINCE MEEHAN

The North Park Music Fest will 
be held at the new North Park Mini 
Park at 30th Street and North Park 
Way on May 21 and 22. The event 
will feature live music on three 
stages including pop rock, world 
music, blues, spoken word perfor-
mances and DJs. This event is being 
heavily promoted as a full-blown 
music festival in the same genre as 
Coachella or KAABOO. Music lov-
ers can purchase a one-day pass 
for either day, or a two-day for the 
entire weekend.

The event will feature an eclectic 
line-up of local and regional bands 
brought to you by former Bar Pink 

owner, Dang Nguyen. Nguyen has 
years of experience booking shows 
for one of San Diego’s most popular 
live entertainment bars. Bands slat-
ed to play the North Park Music Fest 
include Little Hurricane, Creepy 
Creeps, Whitney Shay, Finnegan 
Blue and Wavves. And for the DIY 
music lovers in the crowd, a kara-
oke stage will be set up along with 

interactive experiences to 
create a unique and eclectic 
vibe.

Angela Landsberg, the 
executive director of North 
Park Main Street, is excited 
about the idea of a new mu-
sic festival in San Diego. “The 
diverse and creative com-
munity of North Park has 
proven that it can pivot and 
succeed,” Landsberg said. 
“North Park Music Fest is an 
expression of what we have 
learned through 24 years 
of festival planning, and we 
couldn’t be more excited to 
present this event to locals 
and visitors. There is noth-
ing like this in the County, 
and we are excited to offer it 
in our community!”

Landsberg is especially excited 
that the San Diego band Wavves 
will be performing at the festival. 
Wavves is currently touring the 
nation in support of their new al-
bum “Hideaway” available on Fat 
Possum Records. Wavves is a four-
piece band founded in 2008 that 
features a spacey/punky sound 
with a Southern California twang 
to it. With their countless tour 
dates throughout the year, North 
Park Music Fest guests will be for-
tunate to catch Wavves perform 
at the event between two of their 
concert legs.

Also on the bill are The Creepy 
Creeps, they are legendary in San 
Diego and the unofficial house 
band at The Casbah with their 
unique surf punk sound. They are 
also famous for the outrageous out-
fits worn at their live shows. They 
always bring it to the concert stage 
and their performance at the North 
Park Music Festival promises to be 
a must-see at the event.

Another San Diego fave to per-
form is Whitney Shay who’s bluesy 
soul-style vocals, has earned her 
four San Diego Music Awards in-
cluding 2019 Artist of the Year. Her 
rich and sultry voice has earned 
her a legion of fans and she has 

a very prolific live performance 
schedule.

The North Park Music Fest will 
also feature beer from some of 
North Park’s best craft breweries, 

Fans enjoying the music festival. (Photos 
courtesy of North Park Main Street) SEE NP MUSIC FEST, Page 11

Stiltwalkers 
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Learn how you can end your life peacefully at a Voluntary Assisted 
Dying clinic (VAD) in Switzerland—legal and not limited to  
terminally ill patients as long as they are in full possession of their 
decision-making capacity. 
 
Presented by speakers with firsthand experience of VAD, followed by 
a Q&A session. Free. Advance registration required.

Sunday, May 15  
1:30 – 3:00 pm. Live on Zoom 
hemlocksocietysandiego.org 

HEMLOCK SOCIETY  
OF SAN DIEGO PRESENTS:

DYING PEACEFULLY 
IN SWITZERLAND

4284 Ibis St.
San Diego, CA 92103

Designed by renowned modern architect 
Henry H. Hester in 1957. Architects original 
vision and details are still intact.

3 BED  |   2 BATH |  $1 ,499,000 

1 ,240 SQ FT + BONUS ROOM 

1 ,300+ SQ FT OUTDOOR SPACE

8,000 SQ FT LOT

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All material presented herein 
is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be 
made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. 

Maureen Tess-Fieberg
REALTOR®

619.239.8377 | SDTess@yahoo.com
Buying, Selling, Investments
DRE 01217712

Sellers, are you curious about how I can 
get you top dollar for your home?

Buyers, get Private Exclusive listings for 
your home search

Contact me today!

MAUREEN  

 Sunset Magazine Sept. 1960 

  Today

North Park man accused of 
fatal stabbing released on bail

By NEAL PUTNAM

A North Park man accused of 
fatally stabbing a 23-year-old 
man in a red Ford Focus was re-
leased Monday, April 25 after 
posting $250,000 bond.

Alberto Jorge Barraza, 32, has 
pleaded not guilty to killing Nikko 
Guardado, 23, on March 26.

Deputy District Attorney Karra 
Reed, who argued that Barraza 
should not be released, said Monday 
she heard he had posted bond.

Barraza's attorney, Andrea 
Mangarin, asked San Diego 
Superior Court Judge David Berry 
to set reasonable bail for her 

Man in elephant 
enclosure pleads guilty

By NEAL PUTNAM

A man who trespassed into the 
elephant enclosure at the San 
Diego Zoo has pleaded guilty to 
felony child endangerment when 
he carried his 2-year-old daughter 
with him inside so he could take 
a photo.

Jose Manuel Navarrete, 26, 
faces a maximum sentence of 
six years in prison, said Deputy 

District Attorney Eric Bodnar, on 
April 26.

The child endangerment count 
is the more serious of the two 
charges filed against Navarrete 
after the bizarre March 19, 2021 
incident when Navarrete and 
his daughter went through two 
barriers and stood not far from 
the elephants so Navarrete could 

Trial set for alleged 
ghost gun killer

By NEAL PUTNAM

A July 27 trial date was set April 
19 for a man suspected of using a 
ghost gun to kill a parking valet 
and wounding four others in an 
incident in which he claimed he 
thought people were laughing 
at him.

Witnesses testified in a two-day 
preliminary hearing in which 

Travis Sarreshteh, 33, was or-
dered to stand trial on charges of 
murder, four counts of attempt-
ed murder, assault with a deadly 
weapon, and domestic violence 
with his girlfriend.

"He said 'Are you guys laugh-
ing at me?'" said Vincent Gazzani, 
a tourist from New Jersey in his 

SEE FORD FOCUS DEATH, Page 15

SEE ELEPHANT ENCLOSURE, Page 15

SEE GHOST GUN, Page 15
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Creating authentic wildlife habitats

For the past 30 years, land-
scape architect Jim Neri has 
worked with a team of wildlife 
specialists at the San Diego Zoo 
and the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Park to make the wildlife habi-
tats as comfortable and authen-
tic as possible.

After 12 years at KTUA 
Planning and Landscape 
Architecture, working extensive-
ly on Zoo accounts, Neri opened 
his own firm in 1997. The Zoo 
followed him as a client, involv-
ing him in many capacities.

With his portfolio of over 30 
Zoo and Safari Park projects, Neri 
feels very fortunate to be part of 
the Zoo team creating projects as 
complex as a small city.

“It’s very intriguing. The team 
members are all specialists, ded-
icated pros working together to 
find a balance and make the 
space look and feel like a habi-
tat, not an enclosure,” Neri said.

What Neri loves about zoo 
landscape design is that the idea 
you start with must be good, a 
“bamboo design, strong yet flexi-
ble,” that can withstand changes 
right to the project’s end. “It can 
be a bit frustrating at times since 
the plans are more of a guide, 
but in the end, it works because 
all the pieces are there, you just 
have to keep arranging them un-
til they are right.”

With a BA in ornamental hor-
ticulture from Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo and an MA in landscape 

architecture from Cal State 
Pomona, Neri especially appre-
ciates the zoo’s horticulture de-
partment whose boundless plant 
knowledge helps inform each 
distinctive habitat.

When they work together on 
habitat projects, Neri’s role is 
to provide the structure for the 
plantings and Horticulture’s 

to flesh it out with accessioned 
species of plants they wish to 
showcase to fulfill the promise 
of a zoological garden.

“The joke is the plants are ‘on 
wheels’ at the zoo and the park be-
cause we are constantly moving 
them to new locations as new hab-
itats are being created,” Neri said.

As a landscape architect, Neri 
brings many skills to the team 
that include planning, design, 
management and nurturing of the 
built and natural environments in 
all communities including cam-
puses, streetscapes, trails, plazas, 
residences, and other projects that 
strengthen communities.

Neri is proud of the work 
they’ve done at the “Heart of 
Africa” at the Safari Park. It is 
Neri’s favorite project because 
the barriers are hidden, visitors 
feel immersed, and the animals 
have an improved quality of life. 
Even though they are captive on 
the 32-acres they are a lot bet-
ter off than they were before, he 
explained.

In a redo of the “Elephant 
Odyssey,” the elephants gained 
five times more space and much 
more enrichment. At “Monkey 
Trails” there are layers of pri-
mates and at “Africa Rocks,” 
eight acres are divided into six 
habitat zones to spotlight the 
amazing biodiversity found on 
the African continent, ranging 
from savanna to shore.

The zoo’s latest addition is 
“Wildlife Explorers Basecamp” 
(formerly the Children’s Zoo), 
three acres of wildlife adventure 
that encourage young Wildlife 

Explorers to learn about nature, 
actively play, encounter new spe-
cies and develop an empathy for 
wildlife.

David Rice, former Director of 
Architecture and Planning for 
the zoo, was on the leading edge 
of current zoo design, which has 
evolved from animals in cages 
to world-class, award-winning 
habitat creations that inspire 
people to empathize with nature.

Neri said, “For better or for 
worse, zoos have become gene 
banks and as a result are receiv-
ing more funds worldwide to sup-
port their conservation efforts be-
cause so many animals are losing 
their habitats and their lives.

“If we are ever going to repopu-
late these endangered animals in 
the wild world, if we ever wake up, 
it gives me peace of mind that in 
the long term the animals could 
be reintroduced. In the mean-
time, we are providing a better 
environment for their individual 
lives than they had before.”

Neri Landscape Architecture’s 
office is in Pacific Beach, just a 
short distance from La Jolla’s 
Windansea Beach. Raised in La 
Jolla from age six, Neri went to 
La Jolla Elementary and La Jolla 
High. He grew up on Windansea 
beach where he says he connect-
ed with nature. He still spends 
a lot of time volunteering with 
Friends of WindanSea, and on the 
beach with family and friends.

The American Society of 
Landscape Architects, San Diego 
chapter, thanks the San Diego 
Zoo and San Diego Safari Park 
for use of their photos.

Art on the Land

By DELLE WILLETT

Jim Neri has worked for the zoo for 
decades. Elephants in the Heart of Africa. 

A garden inside Africa Rocks 

A winding pathway through Africa Rocks

The plan for Elephant Odyssey

The penguin habitat inside Africa Rocks

The gorilla habitat inside the Lost Forest
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“Since I stopped driving,  
I get out more than ever.” 

On the Go is a program of Charitable Adult Rides and Services (CARS) and is operated by Jewish Family Service of San Diego.

Book Your Next Ride with On the Go
Welcoming all San Diegans 

For older adults who no longer drive, 
On the Go is more than a ride—it fuels 
connection, independence, and mobility. 
You can depend on our rides to get you 
to doctor’s appointments, grocery stores, 
hair salons, and more! Drivers strictly 
follow San Diego County health and 
safety protocols.

(858) 637-3210 • www.jfssd.org/otg

Volunteers are the heart of JFS! Interested in becoming a volunteer driver?
Find out how at www.jfssd.org/HelpOlderAdults • (858) 637-3050

For Adults 60+ 

From banks to burgers

Inflation, the cost of living, and 
the cost of housing is skyrocketing 
these days and it is now more ex-
pensive to live in San Diego than 
in San Francisco due to lower 
wages locally. The median price 
for housing in Downtown is cur-
rently $849,000. This represents 
quite a change from 1867, when 
Alonzo Horton sold six city blocks 
to J.B. Beers for $100. Two years 
later, Beers sold Lots A, B and C to 
James M. Pierce for $2,000. One 
can never go wrong purchasing 
real estate in San Diego.

Throughout the ensuing years, 
several businesses occupied these 
strategically located lots including 
a gun shop, a fruit and cigar store, 
and a jeweler. Pierce passed away 
in 1887 leaving quite an ex-ten-
sive estate. The estate was finally 
settled in 1895, and at a public 
sale, L. E. Pratt purchased lots B 
and C for $2,000. Pratt retained 
his properties until 1904, when 
he quitclaimed the south half of 
Lot C to the Blochman Banking 
Company for $10. The following 

year, Abra-ham Blochman re-
tained Walter Y. Wentz to erect a 
bank building on lot C for $3,000.

When completed in December 
of 1905, the building presented 
as a reinforced concrete struc-
ture with a 25-foot frontage on 
Fifth Ave-nue and running near-
ly 100 feet to the east. It was sin-
gle story, 16 feet in height, with 
12-inch walls separating it from 
its neighbors on the north and 
south in the front two-thirds of 
the buildings. The structure in-
cluded a large lightwell (skylight) 
in the front portion of the build-
ing and a large vault in the center 
rear. The vault has now been con-
verted into a partial second story. 
There were two small rooms in 
the back, a composition roof and 
no basement.

The interior was nicely finished 
in dark wood, with two teller’s sta-
tions along the south wall and 
two marble writing stands in the 
cen-ter of the intricately tiled floor 
for customers’ use. The Blochman 
Banking Company moved into the 
new location, 635 Fifth Avenue, 
from their previous location 607 
Fifth Avenue, in December of 
1905 and remained until 1913. 
The two principals of the company 
were Abraham Blochman and his 
son, Lucian. The elder Blochman 
was born in Alsace, France and 
arrived in San Diego in 1852 en 
route to San Francisco. He had 
hoped to seek his fortune in gold 
during the Gold Rush, but became 
distracted and remained in San 
Diego. He became a naturalized 

BLOCHMAN BANK BUILDING

(1905)

635 Fifth Avenue

Architect: Unknown

Builder: W.Y. Wentz

Architectural style: late Victorian/
Commercial

Gaslamp Landmarks

By SANDEE WILHOIT

The outside of the Blachman Bank Building (Photos by Tim Trevaskis)

Blachman Bank Interior skylight

SEE BLOCHMAN BANK, Page 12
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early 40s. Growing up in a Greek 
family, they fell in love with the 
street foods of Greece while vis-
iting there on family vacations. 
But the story of how this rapidly 
growing chain got off the ground 
doesn’t begin and end there.

The company was born soon 
after the youngest Nick had 
written a paper for his business 
class while attending San Jose 
State University. He described a 
fictitious place at the time called 
Nick the Greek, where consum-
ers could savor a streamlined 
menu of Greece’s most popular 
street foods. He envisioned the 
eatery becoming so successful 
that it turned into a well-branded 
franchise.

Ironically, he got a bad grade on 
the paper. So he quit school and 
set out to actually launch Nick 
the Greek only five blocks from 
the college, explained Rob Crider, 
who serves as the company’s di-
rector of franchising.

Crider met the cousins in 2018 
through a mutual friend when he 
was previously working as a shop-
ping-center investment broker. 
He recalls that by the time young 
Nick and his cousins obtained 
franchising approval to grow the 
business, they were already oper-
ating seven or eight locations on 
their own, mostly in the San Jose 
area.

Crider has since moved to the 
Gaslamp Quarter to help oversee 

San Diego’s only location of Nick 
the Greek, which opened last 
summer and sits advantageous-
ly a half block from Petco Park at 
927 J St.

Yet despite a business plan that 
didn’t translate well in a college 
paper, Nick the Greek is currently 
soaring.

“We just opened our 31st fran-
chise, and there are 51 others in 
the works,” Crider noted, adding 
that most of them are stateside, 
with some also in Phoenix, Las 
Vegas, Austin, Dallas, and Kansas 
City.

“Southern California is our next 
emerging market,” he added while 
indicating that additional loca-
tions within San Diego County 
will likely materialize in the near 
future.

The operation is thriving for 
several reasons that make sense 
from a business standpoint. For 
starters, the menu is succinct 
and easy to read. There are three 
cones of “stacked meats” sitting 
lusciously on spits—chicken, beef-
lamb, and pork. The latter is a 
common protein choice through-
out Greece, yet it is sometimes 
difficult to find in Greek kitchens 
throughout the U.S.

There are also a few meatless 
options and the meals are pre-
sented in wraps, bowls or plates.

Secondly, the company reduces 
overhead by contracting with ven-
dors from Chicago, where many of 
the nation’s top-quality producers 
of Greek foods reside. Although 
for the meats, the vendors ad-
here to a proprietary mixture of 

spices that were 
determined by the 
Tsigaris cousins. 
However, for the 
Grecian burgers, a 
secret spice blend 
is mixed into the 
ground beef onsite.

As for the french 
fries, they are cut 
fresh to order and 
sprinkled with salt 
and oregano upon 
serving. (Think 
In-N-Out fries, but 
with much better 
flavor.) Get them 
“Nick” style, and 
you end up with 
a generous pile of 
the spuds crowned 
with your choice 
of protein, plus 
feta cheese, green 
onions, garlic, and spicy yogurt 
sauce that sensitive palates can 
easily manage.

Also, consistency of quality 
is taken seriously. “We have se-
cret shoppers who come in to 
each store twice a month for 
quality-control checks,” Crider 
revealed.

Lastly, the company banks part 
of its success on the fact that its 
franchisees “are either friends 

and family or others who believe 
in our brand,” Crider said. As a re-
sult, the company isn’t dependent 
on expensive teams of brokers and 
recruiters.

Nick the Greek is open from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m., Sunday through 
Thursday, and until 11 p.m., 
Fridays and Saturdays. It is locat-
ed at 927 J St. For more informa-
tion call 619-782-9444 or visit 
nickthegreek.com.

Nick the Greek
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

An understated facade leads into a taste of Greece.The Grecian burger (Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Director of franchising Rob Crider

SAN DIEGO VISITORS 
SPEND OVER  
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ANNUALLY!  
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its fair share? 
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Italian ocean crosser 
to arrive in San Diego

Convivio, collaborating with 
the Italian Consulate in Los 
Angeles and Suzuki Marine, has 
planned a “hero’s” welcome for 
Captain Sergio Davì when he 
arrives to the United States late 
next week. Capt. Davì has trav-
eled 10,000 miles from Palermo, 
Sicily, to San Diego in a 10-meter 
rigid inflatable boat (RIB), often 
alone, battling winds and waves, 
an 1,800-mile solo open-ocean 
crossing, pirate-infested coastal 
waters, a bout with Covid and 
numerous challenges along 
the way.

Capt. Davì’s first stop will be 
in San Diego en route to his fi-
nal destination in San Pedro, 
CA. Utilizing its extensive rela-
tionships in San Diego County, 
Convivio has planned a cornuco-
pia of activities including a media 

event, numerous visits to loca-
tions in and around the city and 
Little Italy, dinners, a reception 
at Amici House and also has ar-
ranged for his accommodations 
while in town.

While Capt. Davì’s exact day 
and time of arrival is not yet 
finalized due to unpredictable 
weather conditions, Convivio 
expects to greet him as he en-
ters U.S. waters and escort him 
to United States Customs and 
Border Patrol on Shelter Island. 
He will then be escorted to a boat 
slip close to Little Italy where he 
will be greeted by a throng of 
fans and supporters to recog-
nize his tremendous achieve-
ment. Convivio also expects key 
members of the San Diego Italian 
community, local dignitaries, 
and members of the media to be 
in attendance. The general pub-
lic is welcome and is also being 
encouraged to attend.

In addition to satisfying an in-
satiable need for adventure and a 

compelling drive to push himself 
and his equipment to the limit, 
Capt. Davì, who has been mak-
ing similar voyages for years, 
uses these journeys to educate 
people in many countries about 
important challenges facing our 
planet’s oceans. He takes water 
samples and conducts studies 
along the route, accessing re-
mote areas not usually visited 
by biologists. His scientific part-
ners on this journey include the 
Experimental Zooprophylactic 
Institute of Piedmont, Liguria 
and Valle d’Aosta based in Turin, 
Italy, and the Experimental 
Zooprophylactic Institute of 
Sicily, based in Palermo.

—Tom Cesarini is the chief exec-
utive officer and founder of Convivio 
and also serves as the Italian hon-
orary consul in San Diego. Convivio 
provides advocates, donors, and vol-
unteers the organizational capacity 
to advance Italian cultural identity, 
preserve Italian cultural-heritage 
assets, cultivate community and 
fellowship, and foster multicul-
tural awareness through the arts, 
humanities, and other disciplines. 
Visit: conviviosociety.org | Follow: 
@conviviosociety

Captain Davì’s route from Italy to the US. (Photo courtesy of Sergio Davì)

Celebrating Mother’s Day 
weekend in Little Italy

Whether you’re looking to 
create a beautiful brunch at 
home, spend some time at the 
park with a picnic or treat mom 
to a delicious brunch at one of 
the many trendy eateries in our 
neighborhood, Little Italy has 
everything you need to make to 
make mom feel like royalty all 
weekend long.

Looking to give mom the ul-
timate weekend experience this 
year? On Saturday, make your 
first stop at Frost Me Café & 
Bakery for a delicious café and 
pastry you can enjoy on the go as 
you stroll through the Little Italy 
Mercato. Pick up some fresh fruits 
and veggies, flowers, and dips to 
enjoy at Piazza Basilone, Piazza 
Giannini, or Piazza Pescatore. 
You can also bring your yummy 
treats to the Amici Park Bocce 
Courts and watch the Amici Club 
play a game of bocce while you 
snack on your Little Italy Mercato 
bites.

From there head over to the Fir 
Street Cottages where you can 
unique gifts for mom, your home 
and even yourself! Shops include 
Love & Aesthetics, Rosamariposa, 
and Valmare Boutique. With your 
shopping done, mom is ready to 
be treated like a queen as she gets 
a nice blowout from Gloss the 
Salon, also located at the Fir Street 
Cottages.

After all of that shopping and 
the salon services, you know 
you’ll be hungry! Walk down 
the street towards India St. and 
enjoy an early dinner at Civico 
1845. Specializing in Calabrian 
food, Civico is the first restaurant 
in California to also offer a full 
Italian vegan menu, so it’s perfect 
for any dietary restrictions.

If you’re looking for more of a 
celebration on Sunday, be sure 
to make reservations at one of 
our delectable eateries! With an 
extensive amount of restaurants 

and breweries, 
you can have 
your own restau-
rant crawl or en-
joy brunch, lunch 
or dinner – the 
possibilities are 
endless.

For the ultimate 
Mother’s Day gift 
you just can’t go 
wrong with, why 
not a pair of tick-
ets to this year’s 
Taste of Little 
Ita ly? Ta k i ng 
place on June 21st 

and June 22nd from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. 
both days. Tickets are already on 
sale for the culinary event cele-
brating the best bites and sips our 
neighborhood has to offer.

However you choose to cele-
brate in our neighborhood, we 
are sending the best wishes to all 
the moms out there. Buona festa 
della mamma!

—For more information, please 
visit us at LittleItalySD.com or fol-
low us on TikTok @LittleItaly.SD 
Instagram @LittleItalySD, Twitter 
@LittleItalySD and Facebook @
LittleItalySD.

Mothers enjoying Little Italy. (Photo courtesy LIA)

Little Italy News

By CHRISTOPHER GOMEZ

Little Italy  
Culture & Heritage

By TOM CESARINI
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Apparently a lot of smiling fac-

es, to answer the question.
Early reviews from our trusty 

first-in-line consumers of the 
newly-opened Happy Does in 
the Gaslamp Quarter reveal a 
spirited neighborhood-type bar 
atmosphere specializing in hardy 
cocktails and succulent chicken 
tenders served in a few different 
ways.

The project was launched by 
Good Time Design, the hospi-
tality group that operates other 
Downtown establishments such 
as Cerveza Jack’s, The Blind 
Burro, and Moonshine Flats.

Another draw is the ample out-
door seating, which spans across 
the patio left behind by Dick’s 
Last Resort and the Gaslamp 
Strip Club. The interior accom-
modates live music and dancing.

Like the establishment itself, the 
drinks carry some quirky names 
when you consider the tequila-cit-
rus “Happy Juice” or the “For 
Funzies,” which mixes togeth-
er vodka, pineapple and ginger 
beer. For munchies, we have our 
sights set on the “Happy Wrap” 
filled with jumbo chicken tenders, 
Southern slaw, steak fries, avo-
cado and cheese. 340 Fifth Ave., 
(858) 867-3931, happydoesbar.com.

GET YOUR INTAKE OF FRUITS 
AND VEGETABLES RIGHT HERE

Business owner Angel Arias 
has moved his popular Delifruits 
eatery from Chula Vista to North 
Park. In addition to a wide spec-
trum of smoothies, fresh juices, 
fruit bowls, and agua frescas 
made fresh daily, the kitchen 
belts out a noteworthy selec-
tion of sandwiches. Fans of tor-
tas will find creations such as 
The Hawaiian made with ham, 
beans, pineapple and melted 

cheese, or The Milanesa layered 
with breaded chicken and Swiss 
cheese. Additional offerings in-
clude salads, nachos and corn in 
a cup. 3066 University Ave., (619) 
872-1101.

NEWS FOR VEGANS
Known for its ambitious veg-

an menu section, Civico 1845 
in Little Italy is rolling out new 
dishes in that category on May 
10. We’re told about 80% of the 
restaurant’s meatless options will 
either be reworked or replaced 
entirely.

Among the newcomers are 
Cecina e formaggi, a rich vegan 
omelet made with red lentil flour, 
eggplant and plant-based cheeses. 
There’s also an incoming risot-
to that combines broccoli with 
roasted almonds, shiitake mush-
rooms, vegetable demi glace, and 
Calabrian chili oil. The kitchen 
has even managed to create a 
dairy-free, egg-free version of 
the popular Italian custard des-
sert known as zabaglione. 1845 
India St., (619) 880-3761, civi-
co1845.com.

DIVE INTO SAN DIEGO’S 
BYGONE CULINARY SCENE

Where and what were San 
Diegans eating decades ago?

Martin S. Lindsey of The 
Culinary Historians of San 
Diego will explore those ques-
tions in a free presentation titled, 
“Treasures from the Past: Lost 
Restaurants of San Diego.” The 
event takes place from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon on May 21, at the Neil 
Morgan Auditorium inside the 
San Diego Central Library.

Lindsey will use visuals to take 
attendees down memory lane as 
he explores the past restaurant 
scene in multiple areas of our city. 
330 Park Blvd., 619-236-5800, 
sandiego.gov/public-library/.

THE BROTHEL THAT BONNIE 
BUILT

Look for the arrival of Madam 
Bonnie’s on Market Street later 
this month, which will occupy a 
historic structure that was known 
as Hotel Lester around the time 
of San Diego’s 1915 Panama-
California Exposition. The build-
ing’s operation took an interesting 
turn, however, in the early 1920s 
when Bertha “Bonnie” White took 
it over and turned it into a secret 
brothel. The address was subject 
to occasional police raids for about 
a 10-year period before the city 
shut it down.

Fast forward to 2022 as the 
ground level makes way for wel-
coming the restaurant and 40-foot 
stylish bar slinging drinks named 
supposedly after some of the for-
mer brothel’s working girls. Look 

for a menu of rotisserie meats, 
butter burgers and retro cock-
tails, plus a hidden VIP booth. 411 
Market St., madambonnies.com.

COFFEES FROM MEXICO
Flor & Seed has sprung up in 

Old Town with stimulating cof-
fee drinks using beans sourced 
from all over Mexico. The own-
ers, two entrepreneurs named 
Yan Ynez and Leo Nunez, buy di-
rectly from south-of-the-border 
coffee growers before roasting 
the beans themselves in small 
batches. House-made syrups are 
used in some of the coffee drinks 
for adding rich notes of vanilla or 
chocolate.

Their quaint cafe, replete with 
an espresso bar and colorful mu-
rals, also sells hot sandwiches as 
well as classic Mexican-style pas-
tries and breads produced by Pan 
Del Barrio in Barrio Logan. 3985 
Harney St., floralandseed.com.

Happy Does exterior: Good vibes 
at a new Downtown joint (Photo via 
Facebook)

Delifruits: Delifruits has arrived to 
North Park. (Photo via Instagram)

Madam Bonnie: Madam Bonnie, 
circa 1920 (Photo via Facebook)
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Lestat’s West reopens as study space with live music planned
By BRIAN SCHRADER

After over two years of being 
closed to the public, Lestat’s West 
has finally reopened. The iconic 
space, once the scene of open mic 
and comedy nights as well as the 
occasional big-name performance, 
has been converted into addition-
al seating for the 25-year-old cafe 
next door. The quiet space has am-
ple seating and is perfect for study-
ing, reading and writing, and is just 
next door to the original Lestat’s 
location on Adams Avenue. Lined 
with the cafe’s signature custom 
tables and accented with the occa-
sional baroque chair and couch, 
the spot is a welcome addition to 
the iconic Normal Heights cafe.

Lestat's on Adams opened in 
April of 1997 and has been host-
ing music at the next-door music 
venue since 2003. In that time, 
the venue became an entry point 
for musicians, poets and comedi-
ans looking to cut their teeth and 
break into the local performing arts 
scene.

The conversion of Lestat’s West 
from live music venue and com-
munity arts watering hole to cafe 
extension comes as a result of the 
past few years of instability for live 
music venues and the need for 
more space at the cafe after the 
conversion of its eastern half into 
a new space home to Maya Moon 
Collective.

he loss of the iconic music ven-
ue was not the only change that 

Lestat's has changed in recent 
years. After shutting its doors 
in March 2020, Lestat's pivoted 
to selling food to-go and bags of 
house-roasted coffee beans from 
its Hillcrest location in a bid to stay 
afloat. Though Lestat's had been 
roasting its own beans before the 
pandemic hit, the move helped keep 
loyal customers coming in until the 
lockdowns ended and its various 
cafes reopened. But another blow 
was dealt to the music venue when 
sound engineer and booking man-
ager Louis Brazier passed away last 
August.

Even with the cafe on Adams 
now reopened, changes are still 
evident. The loss of the eastern 
half of the cafe is perhaps the most 
visible, though the western half 
did undergo a significant remodel. 
The back patio has been revamped 
and now provides ample outdoor 
seating under the shade of a grove 
of umbrellas.

Though for the students and 
night owls perhaps the most signif-
icant change has been the change 
of hours. Since 2004, Lestat’s had 
been a reliable place to study and 
work no matter the hour and no 
matter the day. After the reopen-
ing, Lestat’s has adjusted its hours 
numerous times but has yet to go 
back to 24/7 service.

All that said, work is underway 
to ensure Lestat's remains a con-
venient study spot for students and 
a pillar of the local music scene. 
Nick Garland, general manager at 

Lestat's, was optimistic about the 
future of the cafe and of the return 
of music to Lestat's West.

Garland said he expects the 
chaos of the past few years to 
fade and for things at Lestat's to 
return to some form of normality, 
including the return of live music. 
When reflecting on the history of 
the venue, Garland said, "[Open 
mic night] meant a lot to a lot of 
people."

Now, the establishment is work-
ing to bring back a new kind of mu-
sic to the space. Garland explained 
that the new design of the room 
allows for a pop-up stage and a 
stripped down set up with the abil-
ity to plug in an acoustic guitar 
and "three vocal mics… [but] not 
a full rock band." It may still be a 
while before music is back though. 
"Sometime before the end of the 
year would be nice," said Garland. 
"[We still need to] get the pieces in 
place."

Garland also hinted that it may 
not be long before Lestat's is once 
again open 24 hours a day. He 
explained that while it might still 
be some time before the all-night 
hours return, the change is expect-
ed to happen at some locations.

While the last few years have 
caused the business to make some 
changes, many don’t seem to be 
permanent. Residents and visitors 
should expect a return to a new 
normal.

"We’ve become kind of a rock [for 
the community]," Garland said. 

He explained that the cafe and the 
music had become part of the ca-
fe’s legacy and a foundation of the 
neighborhood culture.

"This shop, this theatre, and our 
reputation as a 24-hour spot has 
been our MO." And it seems that 
isn’t likely to change anytime soon.

as well as hand made craft cock-
tails from some of San Diego’s 
top mixologists. Kurt Bach is 
the Founder and CEO of Attitude 
Brewing Company in Barrio Logan 
and is one of the sponsors for the 
North Park Music Fest. He recent-
ly opened another location on El 
Cajon Boulevard near 30th Street 
that has become another hot zone 
for breweries, and is eager to sup-
port his new community. “We’re 
very excited to be a part of the 
North Park Music Fest, we’re new 
to the community and we look for-
ward to engaging and supporting 
the community by donating beer 
to their charity,” Bach said. “And 
I love music! It’s another creative 
outlet for folks, just like painting or 
beer making, it’s another art form 
that everybody can appreciate.”

Concertgoers can also look for-
ward to a wide array of food from 
more than 30 vendors featuring 
eclectic choices like paella, gour-
met snow cones and a cheese bar.

Along with the music, The North 
Park Music Fest will feature interac-
tive art exhibits, stilt walkers, silent 
disco and a DIY art tent. The event 
will also offer a VIP Sunday brunch 
hosted by Breakfast Republic and 
Eggies. Only 100 tickets will be 
sold for this exclusive event, which 
also includes admission to the 

NP music fest
CONTINUED FROM Page 4

Inside the remodeled Lestat’s West (Photo by Brian Schrader)

Join Junior Theatre in person this summer and expe-
rience the wonderful world of Performing Arts! 
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cialty classes during week-long sessions all summer in 
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SEE NP MUSIC FEST, Page 13
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SPRING SPECIAL
15% OFF

DECKS, DOORS & WINDOWS

johnmartinconstruction.com

Lic. #1032673

619-541-1737

SERVICE DIRECTORY

CONTRACTOR

CareGiver/Companion
Can Do: Hospice, Alzheimer’s 
Parkinson’s, ALS, and more. 

Medications, Appointments
Errands, Bathing, Wonderful

Cook, Lite Housekeeping, 
Pet Care, Live in/out, 

I’ll help with your daily needs.
Call Laura for interview at
858-243-8288 Thank You

www.beelinebrakes.com

2938 GARNET AVE., PACIFIC BEACH

(858) 273-2411

Bee Line
• BRAKES •
• ALIGNMENT • 
• A/C SERVICE •
• 30/60/90K Maintenance • 

SINCE 1947

10% OFF
W/ THIS AD

(UP TO $50 MAX FOR DISCOUNT)

(excludes oil changes)
May not be combined
with any other offer.

AUTOMOTIVE
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C10-0000242-LIC

10671 Roselle St. #100 | San Diego, CA 92121
eyholistics.com.torrwww

Cleaning Service
by Cecilia Sanchez

Family owned & operated
15 years experience.

Office, residential &
vacancy cleanings 

#1 vacation 
rental experts 

Free estimates
& excellent 
references

(619) 
248-5238

619-677-6523

WHERE YOU ARE  
TREATED LIKE ROYALTY!

Must mention ad. Some restrictions apply.

Or visit our website at 
www.service-kings.com

25% OFF Tile & Grout Cleaning 
25% OFF restretching or carpet repairs

Cleaning Carpet, Tile,  
Upholstery for over 28 years.

CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL

3 
ROOMS $129

SAVE $45

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Handyman with 

30 years experience

Many Skills

Hourly or Bid

Prompt, Affordable, 
Professional

Insured

Ask for Bob
619-742-0446

Non-licensed

HANDYMAN

Weed Removal 
Yard Clean Ups 
Monthly Maintenance 
Junk Removal 
Sprinkler Installation & Repairs 
Sod Installation 
Retaining Walls

TREE SERVICE

WINDOW CLEANING

INTER-FAITH  
WEDDING  
OFFICIANT

Inter-faith minister 
available to officiate 

weddings in San Diego.  
 

 
(PayPal, Google Pay, Facebook Pay)  

of booked Zoom conference  
wedding or outdoor inter-faith  

wedding ceremony. 
619-398-7197   

thubtenpematenzin68@gmail.com

$350

WEDDINGS

FREE ESTIMATES (619)755-9651

Regular Deep Cleaning  
Move in/Out Services

PAINTING

Full-length stories 
Online updates 
Comments 
Event calendars 
  sdnews.com

B i l l  Harper  Plum b i ng . com
Licenced Plumber

with years of experience in residential homes
Prompt, Professional and Affordable 

Phone Estimates, Cash Discounts

CALL BILL  619-224-0586
Lic #504044

A Lifestyle of Choices

  619-464-6801
5740 Lake Murray Blvd 

La Mesa

ELECTRICIAN

Fischbeck Electric
For all your electrical needs:

Solar Systems
Green Energy Ssavings

Panel Upgrades and Changes 
Remodels

Recessed Lighting, etc.
CA Lic. #900788 (10-12)

(619)749-7105
FischbeckElectric.com

RESIDENTIAL  
COMMERCIAL 

No job is too Big 
No job is too Small 
sailbayelectric.com 
619-953-7895

C10 Contractors License 
#1087275

SAIL BAY ELECTRIC

Corlett Electrical 
Construction
Mike Corlett 

Locally Owned & 
Operated

619-776-7134
Lic. #858862

mikecorlett@hotmail.com

Electrician

LANDSCAPE/GARDEN

FREE ESTIMATES!
• FINE PRUNING & THINNING
• ARTISTIC TREE LACING
• TREE & STUMP REMOVAL

CROWNPOINTCLIPPERS@GMAIL.COM

(858)270-1742
Fully licensed and insured. Lic# 723867

CROWN POINT
CLIPPERS, INC.

T R E E S E R V I C E

SERVING THE LA JOLLA
AREA FOR 40 YEARS

Ray & Roger’s 
WINDOW 
CLEANING

619.252.1385

Commercial & Residential

30 Day Rain Guarantee
Licensed & Insureed • Free Estimates

Tracks
Screens

Mirrors
Skylights

619-366-0886

YOUR HOUSE  
CLEANING EXPERT  

IN SAN DIEGO

Hire our professionals 
to simplify your life 

 
• Recurring House Cleanings 

• Move In/Out Cleaning 
• Window Cleaning Add On 

• Deep Cleaning & Sanitizing 

PPOOWWEERR  
WWAASSHHIINNGG  
SSEERRVVIICCEESS
www.sdklean.com 

619-460-8177 
www.sdklean.com 

619-460-8177 

PLUMBING

(619) 795-9429
www.chuckiespainting.co

chuckgjr@cox.net
CA Lic. #925325

Chuckie’s 
Painting Company

              

3

Ryken Tree Service
ree TT• Tr Trrim • Shape
• Removals & 

Stump Removals
Aborist #911 On Every Job!

619-672-8166

FREE Estimates

Fully Licensed
and Insured

  Lic #Lic #LLicic ##5536655115

Free Estimates 

9-1-1 
Tree Service 

Call: 619-709-2169  
Ask for: Victor 

 
Tree Triming • Tree Removal 

Stump Grinding • Hauling  
Sprinkler Systems Repair & 
installation • Sod installation. 

 
Se Habla  
Español 

(619) 523-4900

WEEKLY • BI • MONTH 

SPRINKLER DOCTORS IN 

CLEAN-UPS • HAUL/DUMP 

SENIOR TO SENIOR 10% 

CA. ST. LIC. #0783646 

tony@pointlomalandscape.com

MAINTENANCE EXPERTS

POINT LOMA 
LANDSCAPE 
� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

• Gardening Services 
• Lawns • Hedges 

• Weeding & Trimming

• Licensed 
• Free Estimates 
• Reliable

• Weekly 
• Bi-Weekly 
• Monthly

We Do It ALL!

Turner Landscape 
619-885-0906

Allied Garden Resident Since 1993 
30 Years Experience  

Specializing in Local Communities

FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAMES 

 
NAME CHANGES 

 
+ OTHER LEGAL 

ADS 
 

CALL US 
858-270-3103 

X 115 

citizen in 1861 and opened a highly 
successful general merchandise store. 
Additionally, he was elected director of 
the San Diego Board of Trade in 1892. 
However, he still had an inter-est in 
gold, and began buying and selling it in 
his store. Eventually, he began buying 
and selling so much gold that he and his 
son estab-lished a partnership, and be-
came the Blochman Banking Company, 
the oldest private bank in San Diego.

Blochman Banking Company was so 
successful that, eventually, they han-
dled all the gold bullion and gold dust 
from Lower California and San Diego 
County. Their extensive banking busi-
ness boasted as be-ing the only banking 
business dealing directly with Mexico 
City, Guadalajara, Mazatlan, Ensenada 
and other cities in lower Mexico. They 
also dealt with Hong Kong, Yokohama 
and Manilla. At all times they had 
at hand large sums of Mexican and 
Philippine money, as well as funds from 
other foreign countries. The Blochmans 
also transacted general banking busi-
ness in their Downtown location and 
in all their branch offices.

As they bought and sold gold and 
foreign money, issued letters of cred-
it, bought stocks and bonds and ex-
changed foreign money, they were ef-
fectively the Travelex of the times.

In late May of 1906, the Blochman 
Banking Company sold the south half 
of lot C to Walter Wentz for $8,000. 
Apparently, the two parties became in-
volved in a dispute stemming from the 
estate of the late Lucius G. Pratt, and 
in 1913, Wentz sued the Blochmans 
for the north half of the lot. Wentz pre-
vailed and the man who had built the 
bank building now had full title to the 
property. The Blochmans leased back 
the property from Wentz, but departed 
the premises in 1914. Thus, began the 

saga of the Blochman Bank Company.
The bank quickly changed its name to 

the Security Commercial and Savings 
Bank in 1914. In 1928, the bank be-
came Security Trust and Savings 
Bank of San Diego. In 1957, the name 
changed yet again, as the company 
merged with Security First National 
Bank of Los Ange-les. In 1968, another 
change occurred, and the bank became 
Securi-ty Pacific National Bank. Finally 
in the early 1990s, Bank of America 
bought out Security Pacific National 
Bank and the saga of the Blochman 
Bank Company ended.

After the Blochman Bank Company 
vacated the premises in 1914, the 
property became a type of “combina-
tion store” housing several businesses 
occasionally simultaneously. These en-
terprises included retail cigar and to-
bacco shops, billiard parlors, barbers, 
restaurants and beverage stands. In 
1958, the Independent Barber College 
took up residence and remained until 
1977. They were followed in 1978 by 
the Royal Academy of Hair Design, who 
remained until redevelop-ment of the 
Gaslamp forced them to leave in the 
late 80s.

The new and very popular resident 
of the Blochman Bank Building is 
The Melt, a casual eatery specializing 
in burgers, ice cream sodas, mac and 
cheese and other grilled sandwiches 
and fare. They are al-so open until 2 
a.m. to accommodate those who need 
a snack be-fore hitting the road after 
the bars close.

The building remains essentially as 
it was built, proving that old build-
ings can be repurposed, rehabilitated 
and adapted to meet the demands of 
changing times. In the long run, the 
Blochmans pre-vailed.

—Sandee Wilhoit is the Historian/
Lead Tour Guide for the Gaslamp Quarter 
Historical Foundation. She can be reached 
at swilhoit@gaslampfoundation.org.

Blochman Bank
CONTINUED FROM Page 7

have somebody who loves them and is 
there for them,” Ortega added.

Sinopoli said that some of the major 
trips with the kids are exhausting but 
it is worth it when she gets to see the 
excitement of kids seeing their siblings 
again.

“The kids are happy that they're 
building relationships. And so from 
that perspective, that's the joy I get out 
of it,” she said.

To learn more about volunteering 
with Promises2Kids, visit promis-
es2kids.org.

Foster care
CONTINUED FROM Page 3

Promises2Kids has many long-term volunteers.

One of the day trips for siblings Sinopoli 
chaperoned was a seal tour on a boat. 
(Photos courtesy Judi Sinopoli)
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. A power of perception 
 4. Slotted hinged metal plate 
 8. Popular crop 
10. Siamese fighting fish 
11. Larval crabs 
12. South American mammal 
13. Occur as a result of 
15. Slavic language 
16. An electric underground railway 
17. Transporting 

18. A direction 
21. Opposite of start 
22. Mock 
23. People love and hate it (abbr.) 
24. A people of Myanmar 
25. A Queens ballplayer 
26. Southern Thailand indigenous per-
son 
27. Famed actress 
34. Thin strips 
35. Bluish greens 

36. Ridiculed 
37. Having the shape of a cube 
38. Came down  
39. Indian religious god  
40. “Bewitched” actress Moorehead 
41. Leak through slowly 
42. Buzzing insects 
43. Midway between south and south-
east 

CLUES DOWN 
1. Skin condition 
 2. Earlier 
 3. Right away 
 4. Vomiting 
 5. Go to 
 6. “The Police” frontman 
 7. Bullfighting maneuver 
 9. Pacific island 
10. A system of algebraic notation 
12. A room used for the activities of a 

group 
14. The longest division of geological 
time 
15. Car mechanics group 
17. A barrel of liquid (abbr.) 
19. Bound to do 
20. Explosive 
23. Ridicules 
24. Adult male 
25. Military personnel 
26. French and Belgian river 

27. Found in the sea 
28. A share lost in default (abbr.) 
29. Type of medication (abbr.) 
30. City on the Rhine 
31. Animal disease 
32. They’re in martinis 
33. Get away 
34. Wampum 
36. Lacking brightness

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SUDOKU PUZZLE
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EDUCATION
Train online to do medical billing! 
Become a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! Get trained & certified to work 
in months! 888-572-6790. The Mission, 
Program Information and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-infor-
mation. (M-F 8-6 ET)

HEALTH & FITNESS
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-888-
623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 
#6258
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 
Call 877-929-9587

HELP WANTED
(San Diego, CA) Apex Fintech Services 
LLC. seeks Senior QA Analyst (Tax 
Reporting) w/ Bach or for deg equiv in CS 
or Electron Eng/EE & 5 yrs exp in Java, 
UNIX, SQL/relational databases, Financial 
Service Domain & Restful JSON API. May 

reside anywhere in the U.S. Apply to HR, 
141 W. Jackson Blvd, Chicago, IL 60604

MISCELLANEOUS
Prepare for power outages today with a 
GENERAC home standby generator $0 
Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request a free 
Quote. Call before the next power outage: 
1-844-334-8353
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-995-2490
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how 
to bun-dle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. 1-888-796-8850
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet 
no matter where you live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Instal-
la-tion. Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place for 
Mom sim-plifies the process of finding 
senior living at no cost to your family. Call 
1-833-386-1995 today!
Become a published author. We want to 
read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, produc-
tion, promotion & distribution. Call for 
free author’s guide 833-719-3029 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/acp
Paying top cash for men's sport-
watches! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submari-
ner and Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236
Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Original - origi-
nally $129.95 - now w/this special offer only 
$59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-833-530-1955
Aloe Care Health medical alert system. 
Most advanced medical alert prod-
uct on the market. Voice-activated! 
No wi-fi needed! Special offer w/code 
CARE20 for $20 off Mobile Companion. 
1-855-521-5138
Hero takes stress out of managing 
medications. Hero sorts & dispenses 
meds, sends alerts at dose times & 
handles prescription refill & delivery for 
you. Starting at $24.99/month. No initiation 
fee. 90-day risk-free trial! 1-888-684-0280
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 

Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516
The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 
storage system. Save money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare for outages & power 
your home. Full installation services. $0 
down fi-nancing option. Request free no 
obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201
Reader Advisory: The National Trade 
Association we belong to has purchased 
the above classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product is advised 
by this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some advertisers do 
not offer em-ployment but rather supply 
the readers with manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under NO 
circumstance should you send any money 
in advance or give the cli-ent your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card numbers. 
Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company does business 
only over the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its service. 
All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

CLASSIFIEDS

The World’s Most Advanced 
Medical Alert System
Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

$20 OFF Mobile Companion

O�er code: CARE20

CALL NOW 
1-855-521-5138

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Sunday concert. Proceeds from the 
brunch will go towards the Mid-
City Homeless Outreach Program 
and entire tables are available to 

reserve for large groups. Reserved 
tables will include a complementa-
ry basket of morning sweets! Drag 
queen performers will entertain the 
guests of the Sunday brunch.

Public street parking is available, 
in addition to the four-story public 
parking garage on 29th street. The 

recommended option is to utilize 
car services, as everyone is encour-
aged to drink responsibly and not 
to drink and drive.

Tickets for the event are $20 for 
a one-day ticket, or $30 for a two-
day ticket, and can be purchased at 
northparkmainstreet.com.

NP music fest
CONTINUED FROM Page 11

Timken Museum of Art 
reopens after renovations

The Timken Museum of Art in 
San Diego is reopening in June 
after two years of renovations. 
Located inside Balboa Park, the 
museum is the first in the world 
to use cutting-edge patented an-
tiviral technology made for the 
Department of Defense to ensure 
the health of visitors.

Along with the new air filtra-
tion, the interior of the mid-centu-
ry modern building was renovat-
ed for a more contemporary look. 
The Timken underwent a com-
plete renovation with restoration 

of the ornamental bronze accents, 
new gallery wall colors, upgraded 
lighting and ceilings, digital tech-
nology, a reimagining of the gal-
leries and new wall texts that tell 
the unique story of each artwork 
in its collection.

The museum first opened in 
1965.

On Wednesday, June 8, the 
Timken will welcome the public 
back to the new Timken that in-
cludes a reimagined look at the 
Timken’s various galleries in its 
priceless collection of European 
Old Masters, American artists 
and Russian icons. Upon arrival, 
visitors will see that part of the 
impressive renovation includes 
conservation of the historic 
bronze, which covers much of the 
Museum’s entrance and interior as 
structural and decorative accents. 
These bronze elements, which had 
accumulated a dark black patina 
over time, have been polished 
back to its original striking and 
eye-popping golden finish.

During the two-year closure, 
Megan Pogue, the Timken’s exec-
utive director, and Dr. Derrick R. 
Cartwright, director of curatorial 
affairs, have worked tirelessly on 
every last detail of the new interi-
or to make the reopening possible. 

This often included immersing 
themselves in the duties of archi-
tects, engineers, construction crew, 
city officials, and operations staff 
while monitoring the ever-fluctuat-
ing price of steel and the labor and 
supply chain issues to meet dead-
lines and stay on budget.

Pogue said, “The required, pan-
demic-related closure led us to 
make this long-discussed renova-
tion a reality. The Timken remains 
a welcome destination to enjoy, con-
template and appreciate great art. 
Our iconic building remains archi-
tecturally unique in Balboa Park."

The museum also added to 
new art pieces to its collection. 
The museum acquired Ella Ferris 
Pell’s 1890 “Salomé,” reportedly 
the most famous painting of her 
career and the exquisite, “Bust of 
Eve,” by sculptor Thomas Ball.

“Bust of Eve” by Thomas Bell is now 
at the Timken Museum 

“Salome” by Ella Ferris Pell is the 
first art by a woman in the Timken’s 
permanent collection. (Photos 
courtesy Timken Museum)

sdnews.com 13San Diego Downtown & Uptown News
May 2022FEATURE / CLASSIFIEDS / PUZZLES



Fashion Redux returns

Fashion Redux 2022 is a col-
laboration between the San Diego 
History Center and San Diego 
Mesa College. This is the 12th 
year that they have teamed up for 
this amazing project. Each year, 
a decade in history is picked and 
the History Center comes up with 
four garments in their history col-
lection for the design students to 
use as inspiration for creating a 
contemporary design. This year 
the decade chosen was the 1940s.

Initially the students are invit-
ed to come to the History Center 
and view the Inspirational pieces. 
Next, they create a mood board, 
come up with a sketch, and then a 
designer statement. This year the 
top three students chosen were 
Hanieh Etedali with Back to the 
‘40s, Ena Walters with A Wink 
Back-’40s and Cynthia Moreno 
withFlirty Forties Follies.

On April 28, a Fashion Redux 
virtual event was held with col-
lections specialist Jeremy Prince 
and development manager Sheila 
Thomas from the History Center 
and Mesa College fashion profes-
sor Jordyn Smiley. Smiley gave a 

wonderful presentation and slide 
show on the fashions of the ‘40s 
which was divided into two sec-
tions. The dressing of the early 
years was very utilitarian as the 
women started to work and began 
wearing pants. The latter half saw 
a more feminine shape developing 
as the restrictions were lifted. We 
saw the rise of American design-
ers and the New Look by Dior in 
1947.

During this virtual event there 
was a discussion panel with the 
top three student designers. Each 
talked about their conception for 
their contemporary creations 
and then a vote was held for the 

People’s Choice Awards. The win-
ner was Cynthia Moreno. Moreno 
said that she was inspired by small 
detail such as fabric covered but-
tons, pleated fabric, and a fabric 
covered belt. She wanted to create 
a dress that felt feminine, sexy and 
elegant. This midi dress she creat-
ed had gathers at the under bust 
and a high side slit with fabric 
covered buttons and loop fasten-
ers. The prize she won was a one-
year membership to the History 
Center and a $100 gift certificate 
at Sewing Machines Plus.

For more information about 
Mesa College visit sdmesa.org. 
The San Diego History Center 
opened an exhibit on April 15th 
with the four garments from 
their collection plus the three 
inspirational garments from the 
Design Students at Mesa College. 
Currently they may be viewed 
from Friday-Sunday 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. in Balboa Park. For more 
information visit sandiegohisto-
ry.org.

—Diana Cavagnaro is an in-
ternationally renowned Couture 
Milliner based in Alpine, California. 
Learn more about our Hat Designer, 
Teacher & Blogger at www.
DianaCavagnaro.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Virtual fashion show – Presented 
by San Diego Mesa College Fashion 
Department on Friday, May 14. 
For information contact instructor 
Gretchen Bergman at (619) 
670-9880.

Fold, Twist, Tie – This is a Paper 
Bag Hat exhibit by Moses at the 
Mingei International Museum in 
Balboa Park. Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on Saturday on Saturday Wednesday 
and 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday. The exhibit will be open until 
Oct. 2.In conjunction, there will be a 
lecture by Diana Cavagnaro on hats 
at Coffee and Conversation which 
will be on June 24 from 10:30 a.m.-
11:30 a.m. at the Frances Hamilton 
White Art Library.

Fashion Files

By DIANA CAVAGNARO

The top three designers: (L to R) Hanieh Etedali, Ena Walters and Cynthia 
Moreno (Photos by Natasha Sachi)

Designer Hanieh Etedali

People’s Choice Award winner 
Cynthia Moreno Designer Ena Walters
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COLEMAN 
MOVING SYSTEMS INC. 
Office/Residential | Free Wardrobe Use | Piano Moving 
Last Minute Moves | Packing/Unpacking  
Discount Packing Materials | Moving all over CA, AZ, NV 
7 DAYS A WEEK | FREE ESTIMATES FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1979 
 
619.223.2255

BBB MEMBER | INSURED LIC #CAL T-189466
 STU AND MATT COLEMAN

RICHARD T. WOODS 
Broker Owner/Attorney 
Woods Real Estate Services 
930 W Washington St. Suite 1 
San Diego 92103 
DRE#01412706 
richtwoods@gmail.com 

619.347.9866
www.WoodsRealEstateServices.com

4271 5TH AVE Residential 
San Diego, CA 92103 - MLS #220009508 
BD: 1  BA: 1  EST. SQ. FT.: 640 

$435,000 
 
Lovely, top floor 1br/1ba condo with in-unit laundry in the highly 
desirable and amenity rich Canyon Woods complex in the vi-
brant community of Hillcrest. Upon entering this amazing unit, 
you will immediately notice the abundance of natural light that 
draws you into the spacious family room. This home is ideally 
located close to the pool, tennis courts, and trees/green space 
of the community. It is not only convenient to the abundance 
of ameneiies in the complex, but to all that Hillcrest and San 
Diego have to offer. Beautiful, gleaming hardwood floors 
throughout. The kitchen is open to the living space. Ample 
storage throughout in the kitchen including a pantry, built-in 
storage in the bedroom, walk-in closet, and space off of the 
long balcony for more storage. There is also first-come, first-
serve storage in the community. The bathroom also features 
more storage, and updated vanity. Tennis courts, swimming 
pool, spa, ping pong table, recreation/clubhouse, and dog run 
are among the amenities of the community.

WELCOME TO 
HARBORVIEW SENIOR 

ASSISTED LIVING

619-233-8382 • 2360 Albatross St., San Diego, CA 92101

HarborView Senior Assisted Living is a boutique assisted living
home located next to downtown San Diego in the Uptown
Banker’s Hills neighborhood. HarborView is dedicated to 
offering compassionate, individualized care and support 
services for residents living with Alzheimer’s or related demen-
tia. We also promote the physical, social, and spiritual aspects of
our residents’ lives. Our well-trained and considerate staff works
around the clock in this charming Italian renaissance chateau.

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
Call 858.270.3103 to get your property featured today!

For More Information Contact Francisco
Your Sales Consultant
Mike Rosensteel

miker@sdnews.com / 619-961-1958
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Place Your Ad Here! 
Let Us Bring More Customers To You!

Place Your Ad Here! 
Let Us Bring More Customers To You!

client, as Barraza had been denied 
bail earlier. Berry asked Mangarin 
what is reasonable bail to her, and 
she said $100,000.

Mangarin said if Barraza was 
able to post bond, he would live 
with his father on Louisiana St. in 
North Park. Barraza's father was 
in the courtroom and she said he 
had agreed to house his son, who 
is also a father of an 8-year-old boy.

Mangarin said Barraza is em-
ployed as a self-employed handy-
man and has epilepsy which re-
sulted in seizures on Easter and 
a hospital visit.  She said he had 
no violence in his history and the 
slaying may have resulted from 
some type of accident. She noted 
he did not attempt to flee the area 
after the incident.

Deputy District Attorney 
Karra Reedy opposed setting any 
amount of bail, saying there were 
no changed circumstances since 
the arraignment. She said there 

was a flight risk and Barraza was 
also a risk to public safety.

Reedy said the driver of the Ford 
Focus was parked in the 4600 
block of Bancroft Street in North 
Park with Guardado inside the 
car. She said once Barraza learned 
Guardado was in the car, he went 
over to the vehicle with a knife.

Barraza tried to cut Guardado's 
hair with the knife, said the 
prosecutor.  Guardado is Native 
American. Barraza stabbed 
Guardado in the leg under the knee, 
and it hit an artery, which resulted 
in a lot of blood loss in the vehicle.

The driver attempted to drive 
Guardado to a hospital but police 
stopped it at the intersection of El 
Cajon Blvd. and Texas St. for ex-
cessive speed. Officers attempted 
life-saving efforts and paramed-
ics rushed Guardado to a hospital, 
where he died.

The preliminary hearing was 
rescheduled for June 23. Barraza, 
who stood behind a glass module 
while dressed in jail clothes and a 
white mask, did not say anything.

—Neal Putnam is a local court 
reporter.

Ford Focus 
death
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take a photo of himself and his 
daughter.

Patrons yelled at him to leave 
and one elephant began to charge 
at him. Navarrete then dropped 
his daughter. He hurriedly picked 
her up as the elephant moved 
closer to him and he left the en-
closure. San Diego Police arrested 
him at the zoo after zoo officials 
called police. The story attract-
ed media attention across the 
country.

San Diego Superior Court Judge 
Rachel Cano dismissed one charge 
of unlawful entry into an animal 
enclosure at the zoo. She set sen-
tencing for May 26.

Navarrete, of Fullerton, Ca., 
missed court hearings in Jan., 
which resulted in an arrest warrant 
issued by a judge. Navarrete was ar-
rested April 12 by sheriff's deputies. 
Bodnar said he did not know the cir-
cumstances of his arrest.

Navarrete remains in the cen-
tral jail on $150,000 bail. He 
pleaded guilty on April 25 and did 
not have a preliminary hearing.

—Neal Putnam is a local court 
reporter.

Elephant  
enclosure
CONTINUED FROM Page 5 20s. "That's when the event 

happened."
"I lost my spleen, my lung col-

lapsed, part of my stomach they 
had to remove," said Gazzani, 
who was shot in the arm and 
in the back while walking with 
some friends in the Gaslamp 
area.

Chris Luciano was walking 
his dog on April 22, 2021 at 
10:30 p.m. when he said he saw 
Sarreshteh shoot and kill Justice 
Boldin, 28, an Ace parking 
attendant.

"He fired two to three shots 
initially and then after [Boldin] 
hit the ground, that's when he 
turned around and shot him 
again," said Luciano.

"How was he moving after the 
shooting?" asked Deputy District 
Attorney Jessica Paugh.

"Like nothing even happened. 
Very cold," said Luciano.

Steven Ely, now 69, a retired 
teacher, said he was walking to a 
club where his musician son was 
playing for the first time since it 
opened during the pandemic. He 

was some distance away when he 
was shot in the abdomen.

"I didn't think someone was 
running around with a gun--
that was the last thing I thought," 
said Ely, who said a bullet went 
through his pancreas and is still 
lodged near his spine.

Paugh told San Diego Superior 
Court Judge Theodore Weathers 
the gun jammed and Sarreshteh 
could not fire more shots. She said 
"intent can be inferred," and suc-
cessfully argued Sarreshteh be or-
dered to stand trial on all counts.

Also wounded were Alexander 
Balis, Jatil Kodati and Kevin 
Kania.

Two people on the street tack-
led Sarreshteh and held him 
down before 10 police officers 
showed up and arrested him. 
Officer Christian Reda testified 
he punched Sarreshteh for "pain 
compliance" to get him to put 
his hands behind his back to be 
handcuffed. Reda took the gun 
from his waistband.

Ted Mansour, a District 
Attorney's investigator, testi-
fied he interviewed Sarreshteh's 
girlfriend who said he choked her 
by placing his hands around her 
neck in two incidents in 2020.

"Mr. Sarreshteh told her he 
was worried about world events," 
said Mansour. "That was the rea-
son he had a gun."

Paugh and Sarreshteh's at-
torney reached a stipulation in 
court in which they submitted 
an analysis of Sarreshteh's blood 
sample that showed he has traces 
of methamphetamine and am-
phetamine in his system.

Sarreshteh pleaded not guilty 
when he appeared before Judge 
Michael Groch on April 19.

It isn't known where Sarreshteh 
obtained the ghost gun which 
could have been stolen or ordered 
from a company that manufac-
tured it without a serial number.

Ely was interviewed on 
KNSD (Channel 7) about ghost 
guns after the County Board of 
Supervisors and the San Diego 
City Council voted to ban pos-
session of them.

"The manufacturers of these 
guns are selling them to crazy 
people like the guy who shot me 
and four others. I don't like that," 
said Ely. "That is insane, and it 
leads us to the Wild West."

—Neal Putnam is a local court 
reporter.

Ghost gun
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boxes in a wall that follows the 
line of the fault from the top of 
the park to the bottom. He hopes 
the audience will participate in 
moving the boxes as well. He will 
do a similar event at North Park 
Community Park and at the end 
of Park Social will do the same 
at Balboa Park during a closing 
ceremony.

He chose shipping pallets be-
cause they cross borders all the 
time.

“The project itself is really 
about the way that we create 
these borders and how they 
change all the time,” Murdoch 
said. “We can unbuild and build 
these walls all the time and 
we still can come together as a 
community.”

He appreciated working on a 
temporary art project because 
there was less political and bu-
reaucratic systems to navigate.

“I like temporary work a lot 
because I think it's good for the 
community to see loads of differ-
ent ideas presented,” he said.

The thought-provoking art 

will be at a total of 28 parks over 
the next six months. The city is 
using the project as a way to sup-
port local artists and revive the 
arts industry after the economic 
impacts of the pandemic.

The city has [over] the last few 
years really pivoted a lot to focus 
on elevating local artists and 
creating opportunities for them,” 
Amery said.

This initiative is a first step in 
a larger plan to activate the city’s 
park system through cultural en-
gagement and support the arts.

Park social
CONTINUED FROM Page 2
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Dining & Entertainment

Business & Retail

American Cuisine ___________________________________                                                                                                                           

Bakery ____________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Bar _______________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Barbecue __________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Brewery ___________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Billards ___________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Breakfast __________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Brunch ____________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Burger ____________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Business Lunch _____________________________________ 

Cafe ______________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Casino ____________________________________________                                                                                                                  

Catering __________________________________________                                                                                                                          

Chinese Cuisine_____________________________________ 

Cocktail ___________________________________________                                                                                                                           

Coffee Shop________________________________________                                                                                                                            

Deli ______________________________________________                                                                                                                              

Dessert ___________________________________________ 

Dinner ____________________________________________ 

Donut Shop _______________________________________                                                                                                                          

Farmers Market ____________________________________                                                                                                                         

Fine Dining ________________________________________                                                                                                                            

Greek Cuisine ______________________________________                                                                                                                     

Happy Hour _______________________________________ 

Health Food Store __________________________________ 

Indian Cuisine ______________________________________ 

Irish Pub___________________________________________ 

Italian Cuisine ______________________________________ 

Juice/Smoothies ____________________________________ 

Lunch_____________________________________________ 

Mexican Cuisine ____________________________________ 

New Restaurant_____________________________________ 

Nightclub__________________________________________ 

Outdoor Dining ____________________________________ 

Pet Friendly Dining __________________________________ 

Pizza______________________________________________ 

Seafood ___________________________________________ 

Sports Bar _________________________________________ 

Steakhouse ________________________________________ 

Sushi _____________________________________________ 

Thai Cuisine ________________________________________ 

Vegetarian/Vegan ___________________________________ 

Wine Bar __________________________________________ 

Accountant ________________________________________ 

Acupuncture _______________________________________ 

Antiques __________________________________________ 

Art Gallery _________________________________________ 

Attorney __________________________________________ 

Auto Repair Shop ___________________________________ 

Bank ______________________________________________ 

Barber Shop _______________________________________ 

Bike Shop _________________________________________ 

Boutique __________________________________________ 

Car Wash __________________________________________ 

Chiropractor _______________________________________ 

Cosmetic Services ___________________________________ 

Credit Union _______________________________________ 

Day Spa ___________________________________________ 

Dentist ___________________________________________ 

Dispensary ________________________________________ 

Dry Cleaner ________________________________________ 

Fighting Gym ______________________________________ 

Financial Planner ___________________________________ 

Florist _____________________________________________ 

Garden Supply _____________________________________ 

Gym / Healthclub ___________________________________ 

Health Food _______________________________________ 

Home Improvement ________________________________ 

Hotel _____________________________________________ 

Hospital ___________________________________________ 

Insurance Broker ____________________________________ 

Jeweler ___________________________________________ 

Manicure / Pedicure _________________________________ 

Massage___________________________________________ 

New Business ______________________________________ 

Optometrist________________________________________ 

Pet Boarding / Day Care ______________________________ 

Pet Grooming ______________________________________ 

Pharmacy__________________________________________ 

Photographer ______________________________________ 

Rehab_____________________________________________ 

Pilates ____________________________________________ 

Plumber ___________________________________________ 

Real Estate Agent ___________________________________ 

Real Estate Office ___________________________________ 

Retirement Living ___________________________________ 

Solar Company _____________________________________ 

Tanning Salon ______________________________________ 

Veterinarian________________________________________ 

Waxing and Threading Salon __________________________ 

Yoga Studio ________________________________________

ONE BALLOT PER PERSON. BALLOTS MUST BE POSTMARKED, HAND-DELIVERED, OR VISIT  
SANDIEGODOWNTOWNNEWS.COM / SDUPTOWNNEWS.COM TO VOTE ONLINE BY JULY 31.  

OR, MAIL YOUR BALLOT TO SAN DIEGO NEWSPAPER GROUP OFFICE AT 
1621 GRAND AVE. SUITE C. SAN DIEGO, CA 92109

VOTE AND  
WIN AN IPAD! 

VOTE FOR YOUR  
FAVORITE LOCAL  

BUSINESSES!
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