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Inside the Joan and Irwin Jacobs Theater at MOPA (Photo by Holly B. Rains)

MOPA partners with  
San Diego film fests

KENDRA SITTON | Uptown News

It has been nearly 20 
years since the Museum of 
Photographic Arts opened a the-
ater inside the museum’s halls. 
Since then, the theater has drawn 
San Diegans to its silver screen by 
showcasing films from around 
the world. 

“MOPA’s film programs have 
been going strong since 2001 
when we were able to put in our 
theater here at the museum,” 
said Kevin Linde, manager of 
adult and digital engagement at 
MOPA. “That’s when our film pro-
gram began in earnest, but part 
of our mission is ‘dedicated to the 
preservation, collection, and ex-
hibition’ of not only photographs, 
but also film and video. It’s always 
been baked into our mission, but 
getting the theater allowed us to 
do all those things in-house.”

When it transitioned to a part-
nership model with local film fests 

a decade ago rather than holding 
in-house screenings, MOPA be-
came even more integral in bring-
ing acclaimed international films 
to the heart of San Diego. 

“By partnering with them, we 
were able to reach a broader audi-
ence,” Linde said. “We don’t work 
with every film festival in town 
but we’ll take a very thoughtful 
approach to who we want to part-
ner with. We’re always looking 
at making those partnerships a 
lasting partnership.”

MOPA’s flagship partnership 
is with the Human Rights Watch 
Film Festival. The New York-
based advocacy group comes to 
San Diego each winter to show-
case documentaries and feature 
films that highlight rights abuses 
from across the globe and efforts 
to combat them. In addition, the 
annual San Diego Italian Film 
Festival screens many of its films 
at the museum. 

“Film is this beautiful medium 

materially you can use to com-
municate an idea, to create a 
connection with something that 
might be happening half a world 
away. Film captivates us and 
draws us in,” Linde said.

Holding a screening at MOPA 
instead of a typical commercial 
movie theater does have some 
advantages. 

When the Joan and Irwin 
Jacobs Theater was built in 2001 
during a major renovation of the 
museum, these events were kept 
in mind. In front of the screen, 
there is a stage so filmmakers, 

directors, and actors can speak 
to the audience about a particular 
film. “There’s always an educa-
tion component to it. We like to 
think that seeing a film at MOPA, 
you get much more than just the 
experience of watching the film. 
You get a much broader picture,” 
Linde explained.

Sometimes, the audience is 
allowed into the galleries at the 
museum ahead of the film, bring-
ing more people through the mu-
seum’s doors.

see MOPA films, pg 9

Arab Film Fest special showing, three Asian Film Fest features at Balboa museum

The main character in "Heavy Craving" (Courtesy Photo)

"The Tower" promotional photo (Courtesy photo)
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Retrial set for North Park murder
NEAL PUTNAM | Uptown News

A Dec. 30 retrial was set Nov. 
4, after jurors deadlocked 9-3 
for conviction against a man 
suspected of killing a 71-year-
old man in North Park during a 
robbery 19 years ago.

The retrial of Edward Jamar 
Brooks, now 39, may start in ear-
ly January with a jury panel to 
resolve the murder case involv-
ing the slaying of LeRay "Mac" 
Parkins, who was clubbed twice 
in the head with a baseball bat 
during Parkins' morning walk 
in an alley around 8:30 a.m. on 
Aug. 23, 2000.

Jurors discussed the case for 
roughly 18 hours of delibera-
tions over four days before they 
announced Oct. 31 they were 
deadlocked 9-3 for conviction of 
first-degree murder. San Diego 
Superior Court Judge Runston 
Maino asked them at that point 
if further instructions or just 
more time would help, but they 
said they were at an impasse.

Maino then declared a mistri-
al in the 10-day trial that began 
Oct. 21 with testimony.

Six jurors remained outside 
the courtroom afterwards and 
talked with attorneys and in-
vestigators about their deliber-
ations. The main problem was 
that they could not confirm the 
testimony of Lester Bell, now 39, 
and Terrence Brown, now 38, 

both of whom said it was Brooks 
who did it.

"It was too much informa-
tion and not enough reliable 
evidence," said the jury foreman 
afterwards. "There was no way 
to pin down who [did it]."

Another juror said they ques-
tioned why the three people in 
the case were not treated equally. 
Bell pleaded guilty to voluntary 
manslaughter and faces up to 
11 years in prison while Brown 
pleaded guilty to robbery and 
could get five years in prison. 

The eight man, four woman 
jury re-heard the testimony of 
a crime lab specialist who said 
Brooks' DNA was found in 2018 
in three places of one pocket of 
the pants of Parkins. The pants 
were preserved, and no DNA was 
traced to Bell or Brown.

Jurors asked for a definition of 
reckless indifference of human 
life, and Maino asked them if 
further arguments would help. 
They said yes, and attorneys 
gave a second round of closing 
arguments on the fourth day 
of deliberations — a very rare 
procedure.

Three hours later however, 
the jurors gave up and said they 
took three ballots on both first- 
and second-degree murder and 
could not reach a verdict.

"At one point, we were 10-
2," said the foreman, who add-
ed it later moved back to 9-3 in 

favor of conviction of first-degree 
murder.        

One juror said afterwards that 
Bell's testimony was "worthless." 
Several jurors said the stories of 
Bell and Brown did not match 
and "they contradicted each 
other." They both testified while 
wearing jail clothes. Brooks wore 
a suit.

Several jurors said a female 
juror steadfastly believed Brooks, 
who testified that it was Brown 
who killed Parkins. Brooks 
claimed that after the robbery, 
Parkins was only shoved to the 
ground, but it was Brown who 
went back and then struck 
Parkins with the bat.  

"We're talking 19 years ago," 
said one juror about the ac-
counts of witnesses.

"They didn't know what to 
believe," said Brooks' attorney, 
Robert Ford, to Maino after-
wards about the jury. "We did 
our best. I don't think our best is 
good enough."

"I'm disappointed. I thought 
our jurors worked hard," said 
Deputy District Attorney 
Christina  Arrollado afterwards.

Maino told jurors that they 
should not feel as if they failed 
because they could not reach a 
verdict. He said the trial was an 
important part of justice.

Pa rk i ns was a choi r 

see NP Murder, pg 5
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An oral history of California 
according to Abel Silvas

KENDRA SITTON | Uptown News

In talks ranging from three 
minutes at the Founder’s Day 
Festival to two hours over the 
phone, Abel Silvas owns his role 
as a storyteller sharing the history 
of California with a specific focus 
on the Indigenous peoples who did 
– and still do – live here. 

Storyteller might be the easiest 
moniker to describe Silvas’ role, 
but it is far from encompassing 
all he does in the public square 
as a historian, comedian, dancer, 
teacher, activist and tribal lead-
er. His educational act, Running 
Grunion, incorporates his past as 
a stand-up comedian who works 
the crowd with songs, a costume, 
props and even a full mime scene to 
share the history of his people. His 
act can be catered to multiple age 
groups, but currently his audience 
usually consists of third graders 
on a field trip to Agua Hedionda 
Lagoon in Carlsbad. As San Diego 
celebrates its 250th anniversary, he 
has performed at many events, in-
cluding Fiesta Patrias, the Cabrillo 
Festival, the San Diego Chapter of 
the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, and 
San Diego County Archaeological 
Society, to name a few.

“Each performance is differ-
ent. It all depends on the crowd. It 
all depends on how I feel, but the 

theme is the same,” he explained. 
He said through it all he is a come-
dian who shares history. “I never 
thought I was funny, but when 
I talk about my history, people 
thought it was funny because 
they’d never heard this before.”

He initially created the char-
acter Running Grunion because 
elementary schools are required 
to teach students about Native 
Americans before and after con-
tact with Europeans. However, 
when he began researching 
more history, he became passion-
ate about more than education.  

Silvas waits for the presentations at 
Founders Day in Old Town to begin. 
(Photo by Kendra Sitton)

see Abel Silvas, pg 13



The first German/Spanish/English 
Child Care Center in San Diego

· Accepting children ages 2-6 years (must be potty trained)

· Open Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm

· Full Day and Half Day Options Available 

· Siblings and Military Discounts

· Snacks, Beverages and Lunch Options Available

· Centrally Located in South Park

· Kitty-corner from Albert Einstein Elementary School

GERMAN ENGLISH SPANISH GARDENING MUSIC ART DANCE

KINDER MISSION's goal is to provide a safe and stimulating environment by 
engaging your children in creative playtime and meaningful learning activities.

OPENING SOON

FULL DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-6pm

2 Days $620 
3 Days $790
4 Days $990
5 Days $1,280

M O N T H L Y  T U I T I O N

HALF DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-2pm

2 Days $430
3 Days $575
4 Days $665
5 Days $730

siblings discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
military discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
snacks beverages and lunch for an additional fee

3003 A Street
San Diego, CA 92102

3
0

TH
 ST

FERN
 ST

D
A

LE ST

2
9

th St

G
RO

V
E ST

A STREET 2  M I N U T E  WA L K

ASH STREET

B STREET

Albert Einstein 
Academy
Elementary 
School

PRE-REGISTER 
and reserve a spot for your child
non refundable registration fee $100 
(will be credited with annual enrollment 
fee of $150.00)

W W W. K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  
I N F O @ K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  

P H O N E  6 1 9 . 9 1 5 . 6 9 9 9   

The first German/Spanish/English 
Child Care Center in San Diego

· Accepting children ages 2-6 years (must be potty trained)

· Open Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm

· Full Day and Half Day Options Available 

· Siblings and Military Discounts

· Snacks, Beverages and Lunch Options Available

· Centrally Located in South Park

· Kitty-corner from Albert Einstein Elementary School

GERMAN ENGLISH SPANISH GARDENING MUSIC ART DANCE

KINDER MISSION's goal is to provide a safe and stimulating environment by 
engaging your children in creative playtime and meaningful learning activities.

OPENING SOON

FULL DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-6pm

2 Days $620 
3 Days $790
4 Days $990
5 Days $1,280

M O N T H L Y  T U I T I O N

HALF DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-2pm

2 Days $430
3 Days $575
4 Days $665
5 Days $730

siblings discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
military discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
snacks beverages and lunch for an additional fee

3003 A Street
San Diego, CA 92102

3
0

TH
 ST

FERN
 ST

D
A

LE ST

2
9

th St

G
RO

V
E ST

A STREET 2  M I N U T E  WA L K

ASH STREET

B STREET

Albert Einstein 
Academy
Elementary 
School

PRE-REGISTER 
and reserve a spot for your child
non refundable registration fee $100 
(will be credited with annual enrollment 
fee of $150.00)

W W W. K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  
I N F O @ K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  

P H O N E  6 1 9 . 9 1 5 . 6 9 9 9   

The first German/Spanish/English 
Child Care Center in San Diego

· Accepting children ages 2-6 years (must be potty trained)

· Open Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm

· Full Day and Half Day Options Available 

· Siblings and Military Discounts

· Snacks, Beverages and Lunch Options Available

· Centrally Located in South Park

· Kitty-corner from Albert Einstein Elementary School

GERMAN ENGLISH SPANISH GARDENING MUSIC ART DANCE

KINDER MISSION's goal is to provide a safe and stimulating environment by 
engaging your children in creative playtime and meaningful learning activities.

OPENING SOON

FULL DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-6pm

2 Days $620 
3 Days $790
4 Days $990
5 Days $1,280

M O N T H L Y  T U I T I O N

HALF DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-2pm

2 Days $430
3 Days $575
4 Days $665
5 Days $730

siblings discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
military discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
snacks beverages and lunch for an additional fee

3003 A Street
San Diego, CA 92102

3
0

TH
 ST

FERN
 ST

D
A

LE ST

2
9

th St

G
RO

V
E ST

A STREET 2  M I N U T E  WA L K

ASH STREET

B STREET

Albert Einstein 
Academy
Elementary 
School

PRE-REGISTER 
and reserve a spot for your child
non refundable registration fee $100 
(will be credited with annual enrollment 
fee of $150.00)

W W W. K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  
I N F O @ K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  

P H O N E  6 1 9 . 9 1 5 . 6 9 9 9   

The first German/Spanish/English 
Child Care Center in San Diego

· Accepting children ages 2-6 years (must be potty trained)

· Open Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm

· Full Day and Half Day Options Available 

· Siblings and Military Discounts

· Snacks, Beverages and Lunch Options Available

· Centrally Located in South Park

· Kitty-corner from Albert Einstein Elementary School

GERMAN ENGLISH SPANISH GARDENING MUSIC ART DANCE

KINDER MISSION's goal is to provide a safe and stimulating environment by 
engaging your children in creative playtime and meaningful learning activities.

OPENING SOON

FULL DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-6pm

2 Days $620 
3 Days $790
4 Days $990
5 Days $1,280

M O N T H L Y  T U I T I O N

HALF DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-2pm

2 Days $430
3 Days $575
4 Days $665
5 Days $730

siblings discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
military discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
snacks beverages and lunch for an additional fee

3003 A Street
San Diego, CA 92102

3
0

TH
 ST

FERN
 ST

D
A

LE ST

2
9

th St

G
RO

V
E ST

A STREET 2  M I N U T E  WA L K

ASH STREET

B STREET

Albert Einstein 
Academy
Elementary 
School

PRE-REGISTER 
and reserve a spot for your child
non refundable registration fee $100 
(will be credited with annual enrollment 
fee of $150.00)

W W W. K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  
I N F O @ K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  

P H O N E  6 1 9 . 9 1 5 . 6 9 9 9   

The first German/Spanish/English 
Child Care Center in San Diego

· Accepting children ages 2-6 years (must be potty trained)

· Open Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm

· Full Day and Half Day Options Available 

· Siblings and Military Discounts

· Snacks, Beverages and Lunch Options Available

· Centrally Located in South Park

· Kitty-corner from Albert Einstein Elementary School

GERMAN ENGLISH SPANISH GARDENING MUSIC ART DANCE

KINDER MISSION's goal is to provide a safe and stimulating environment by 
engaging your children in creative playtime and meaningful learning activities.

OPENING SOON

FULL DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-6pm

2 Days $620 
3 Days $790
4 Days $990
5 Days $1,280

M O N T H L Y  T U I T I O N

HALF DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-2pm

2 Days $430
3 Days $575
4 Days $665
5 Days $730

siblings discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
military discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
snacks beverages and lunch for an additional fee

3003 A Street
San Diego, CA 92102

3
0

TH
 ST

FERN
 ST

D
A

LE ST

2
9

th St

G
RO

V
E ST

A STREET 2  M I N U T E  WA L K

ASH STREET

B STREET

Albert Einstein 
Academy
Elementary 
School

PRE-REGISTER 
and reserve a spot for your child
non refundable registration fee $100 
(will be credited with annual enrollment 
fee of $150.00)

W W W. K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  
I N F O @ K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  

P H O N E  6 1 9 . 9 1 5 . 6 9 9 9   

The first German/Spanish/English 
Child Care Center in San Diego

· Accepting children ages 2-6 years (must be potty trained)

· Open Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm

· Full Day and Half Day Options Available 

· Siblings and Military Discounts

· Snacks, Beverages and Lunch Options Available

· Centrally Located in South Park

· Kitty-corner from Albert Einstein Elementary School

GERMAN ENGLISH SPANISH GARDENING MUSIC ART DANCE

KINDER MISSION's goal is to provide a safe and stimulating environment by 
engaging your children in creative playtime and meaningful learning activities.

OPENING SOON

FULL DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-6pm

2 Days $620 
3 Days $790
4 Days $990
5 Days $1,280

M O N T H L Y  T U I T I O N

HALF DAY
Mo-Fr: 7am-2pm

2 Days $430
3 Days $575
4 Days $665
5 Days $730

siblings discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
military discount 10% (with no additional discounts)
snacks beverages and lunch for an additional fee

3003 A Street
San Diego, CA 92102

3
0

TH
 ST

FERN
 ST

D
A

LE ST

2
9

th St

G
RO

V
E ST

A STREET 2  M I N U T E  WA L K

ASH STREET

B STREET

Albert Einstein 
Academy
Elementary 
School

PRE-REGISTER 
and reserve a spot for your child
non refundable registration fee $100 
(will be credited with annual enrollment 
fee of $150.00)

W W W. K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  
I N F O @ K I N D E R M I S S I O N . C O M  

P H O N E  6 1 9 . 9 1 5 . 6 9 9 9   

ARRESTED FOR DRUNK DRIVING?
Don’t just plead guilty! There may be defenses in your case

that can lead to reduced charges or even a dismissal!
Thank you for making us YOUR DUI DEFENSE

FIRM 3 YEARS IN A ROW!

2
0

1
7

2
0

1
8

2
0

1
9

FREE CONSULTATION
619-260-1122

Law Offices of
Susan L. Hartman

SanDiegoDUILawyersBlog.com

SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7 TH, 2019 | 10AM - 4PM
1475 Catalina Blvd. (619) 223‐6394

EVENT TICKETS:

$30
DAY OF EVENT:

$35
PURCHASE TICKETS AT:

All Souls’ Church, Walter Andersen Nursery,
Ocean Beach Hardware or online at
www.ptlomahometour.com

SPECIAL:    Buy 10 OR MORE and only pay $25 each!

Marketplace & Food Trucks 10am ‐ 4pm | Tea 1 ‐ 4pm
Exchange receipt for tour map Dec. 2nd ‐ Dec. 7th from 9am ‐ 4pm at: 

All Souls’ Episcopal Church 1475 Catalina Blvd. San Diego, Ca. 92107

The future of fashion
DIANA CAVAGNARO | Uptown News

The Academy of Our Lady 
of Peace hosted a STEAM 
Biodegradable Fashion Show with 
Julia Daviy on Oct. 31. The event 
is part of the Architects of Change, 
a conversation series started by 
Maria Shriver. The students at 
the Catholic high school attend-
ed one of Shriver’s events and 
decided to adopt the event at OLP 
beginning in 2016. Since then, 
the school has seen an increase 
in the arts and athletics programs 
along with STEM-related classes, 
initiatives and programs.

The event began with a wel-
come from Brigid Hanczor and 
Katie Cota. The announcer for the 
show was Valerie Carrillo. Daviy 
gave a presentation and fashion 
show sharing her goal of clean 

technologies in clothing produc-
tion, including 3D printing. She is 
an award-winning, revolutionary, 
eco-friendly fashion designer and 
founder of the 3D-Printed Fashion 
Lab. She showed her first collec-
tion last year at NYFW 2018. Her 
collection was produced on FDM 
3D printers and one dress was 
made on a SLA 3D printer. 

After the fashion show, stu-
dents had a Q&A with Daviy. The 
facilitators were Wessley Edmonds 
and Sofia Rojo-Kratochvil. Daviy 
told everyone that the current 
business model wouldn’t work 
anymore. In this fast-fashion era, 
production needs to be turned 
around with clean technology 
and sustainable fashion. She cre-
ates each garment digitally with 
3D technology leaving zero-waste 
on a large-format printer here in the U.S. Her 3D-Printed Fashion 

Lab is the first 3D-printed clothing 
manufacture model in the U.S.  

This inventor and designer has 
digitally customizable 3D-printed 
skirts on her website. Customers 
can go to her website and cus-
tomize the look they want for the 
skirt. The Vogue Spring-Summer 
2019 Issue put this skirt on the 
must-have list. In 2019, Daviy 
was the winner of the 2019 
Eluxe Awards as Best Luxury 
Fashion Brand and also made 
The Technology Headline’s “Top 
10 Fastest Growing Fashion and 
Apparel Solutions Providers to 
Watch in the Year 2019.”

Daviy received a Bachelor in 
Environmental Science and a 
master’s degree in internation-
al economics. She went to the 
University of Illinois to specialize 
in 3D printing and the University 
of Virginia Darden School of 
Business for specialization in 
Design Thinking. This educa-
tion has prepared her to shift the 
fashion production to a high-tech 
industry with eco-friendly, cru-
elty-free, and sustainable-made, 
fashion that emits almost zero 
production waste.

The future of fashion is changing 
rapidly and this cutting-edge fash-
ion show presented garments from 

her 3D printers and a royal blue 
dress that was made on a 4D print-
er. One blouse was a kaleidoscope 
of color with sleeves constructed 
of organic silk. A stunning black 
dress that looked like delicate lace 
took 80 hours to construct. Alyse 
Saucedo finished the closing and 
thanked everyone for coming. For 
more information about Julia Daviy, 
visit juliadaviy.com.

— Diana Cavagnaro is an inter-
nationally renowned couture milli-
ner based in the historic Gaslamp 
Quarter. Learn more about our hat 
designer, teacher and blogger at 
DianaCavagnaro.com.

3D dress (black) and 4D skirt (blue) (Photos by Diana Cavagnaro) A long dress

Q&A time from the students at OLP.
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Review: ‘Mamma Mia!’
JEAN LOWERISON | Uptown News

If you’re in the mood for 
a mini-vacation on a small, 
sunny Greek isle, brush up 
on your favorite ABBA tunes 
and grab a ticket to Coronado 
Playhouse’s joyous, tuneful 
version of “Mamma Mia!”

Playing through Dec. 15 
and wonderfully cast (often 
against type) by director 
Jennie Gray Connard, this 
show will have you humming 
along and wanting to dance 
as you watch the wedding 
preparations for 20-year-old 
Sophie (Olivia Lucci), daugh-
ter of Donna (Chrissy Burns), 
and groom-to-be Sky (Connor 
Boyd). 

Donna, who seems to have 
had a colorful past, owns a 
successful hotel/taverna on 
the island. The place was 
designed by one brief lover 
named Sam, an architect who 
in fact designed Donna’s island 
digs. He’s also the one she 
wanted to marry, but he had 
the effrontery to go off and 
marry someone else instead.

At more or less the same 
time, Donna was playing 
around with a British banker 
named Harry and a writer 
named Bill.

Sophie wants her dad to 
walk her down the aisle. 
The problem is that no one, 

including Donna, knows 
which of the above-mentioned 
trio is Sophie’s father. So the 
bride-to-be invited all three 
(in Donna’s name) — with-
out telling her. Sam is played 
by Barron Henzel; Harry by 
Thomas Fitzpatrick; and Bill 
by Steven Jensen. All are 
pitch-perfect.

Also along for the ride are 
Donna’s old band buddies 
Tanya (Dawn Marie Zuniga-
Williams) and Rosie (Heather 
Deerfield). Back in those dis-
tant high school days, they 
were known as Donna and the 
Dynamos. Tanya has since 
married rich and dresses ac-
cordingly. Rosie has stayed 
single, but she’s getting to 
the point where hooking up 
sounds like a good idea. 

Hooking up is part of what 

this show is about. There are 
lots of possibilities here, but 
the unexpected one (and my 
favorite) is Pepper (Tyler Kirk), 
who works at the taverna. He’s 
young, tall and ripped, knows 
it, and decides to throw him-
self at middle-aged redhead 
Tanya, who sings a great song 
called “Does Your Mother 
Know?” He’s a stitch.

And oh yes, the Dynamos 
get together again for a few 
well-chosen songs. Mostly, in 
fact, this show is about those 
toe-tapping ABBA ditties, 
which require at least eight 
good singers. Coronado’s got 
‘em, along with a boffo six-
man band led by Kirk Valles, 
and three extra “pit singers.”

Bravo to director Connard 
for against-type casting here. 
These folks don’t all look 
like Meryl Streep or Pierce 
Brosnan, but that only makes 
their characters more real and 
much more relatable.

Connard also tosses in 
amusing blocking touches. 
The serviceable, easily recon-
figurable dual-level set (by 
Shaun Tuazon-Martin) has 
one large upstairs door and 
one smaller, closet door used 
to good effect when chorus 
chime-ins are required. I’ll 
leave you to find out what I’m 
talking about.

Bravo to Marcene Drysdale 

for the terrific costumes, 
especially those f lashy skin-
tight numbers for Donna 
and the Dynamos. And to 
lighting designers designers 
Josh Olmstead and Anthony 
Zelig and sound designer Jack 
Connard.

Love, lost and found on a 
Greek island. What a great 
idea for a musical. Maybe 

that’s why “Mamma Mia!” ran 
14 years on Broadway. Here’s 
your chance to see a partic-
ularly fine production of this 
delightful show.

— Je an L ower i s on  i s  a 
long-standing member of the San 
Diego Theatre Critics Circle and 
can be reached at infodame@
gmail.com.

The details
“Mamma Mia!” plays 

through Dec. 15, 2019 at 
the Coronado Playhouse, 

1835 Strand Way, 
Coronado.

Thursday through 
Saturday at 8 p.m.; Sunday 

at 2 p.m.
Tickets: 619-435-4856 or 
coronadoplayhouse.com

member at the Metropolitan 
Community Church when it 
was located on 30th Street in 
North Park. Rev. Dan Koeshall, 
who was music director at the 
time, recalled Parkins having 
"the most beautiful Irish tenor 
voice."

Koeshall, who is now senior 
pastor of the church currently 
in Clairemont, said, "I'm still 
awaiting justice," upon learn-
ing of the mistrial and new 
trial date.

Jurors appeared to be moved 
when they heard the testimony 
of Cordell Hill, Parkins' part-
ner of 20 years. Hill testified 
Parkins never regained con-
sciousness before he died two 
days later in a hospital.

Arrollado asked jurors to 
convict Brooks of first-degree 
murder with the special cir-
cumstance of murder during 
a robbery. If convicted of those 

charges, he would face a term of 
life in prison without the possibil-
ity of parole.

Ford asked jurors to acquit 
Brooks outright, and referred to 
Bell and Brown as "the actual 
murderers." Ford conceded that 
Brooks took the wallet since his 
DNA was left in the victim's pants 
pocket. But he said the DNA didn't 
show who swung the bat. Several 
bats were examined, but no DNA 
was found on them.

Maino suggested the possibility 
of a plea agreement with Brooks, 
and Ford said his "standing offer" 
is for a guilty plea to robbery with 
the dismissal of a murder charge. 
That is the same plea agreement 
that Brown has.

Brooks, Bell, and Brown re-
main in jail.

"It's so sad when the most vul-
nerable of us are senselessly bru-
talized," said Koeshall. "May we 
be ever vigilant in looking out for 
each other."

— Neal Putnam is a local court 
reporter.
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Vision loss from Macular Degeneration?  
Imagine a pair of  glasses that can actually help you see better.
Have you ever looked through a pair of  binoculars?  Things look big-
ger, closer, and easier to see.  Dr. Peter DeGraziano, OD uses that same
principle when he designs custom miniaturized binoculars, micro-
scopes, and prismatic glasses to help people with decreased vision to
see better.  Dr. DeGraziano, OD explains, “My goal with these devices
is to get people back to doing the things they enjoy.”  In many cases
these special glasses can be prescribed to help people read, watch TV,
and sometimes even drive.  We also work with cutting-edge electron-
ic devices like IrisVision, and CCTV.  To find out if  you are a candidate
for these services, call and discuss your case with the doctor at no cost.
For more information and a free telephone consultation, call 619-
488-1100 and visit us online at EyeHelpSanDiego.com.

SENIOR BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Dr. Peter DeGraziano, OD 

EyeHelpSanDiego.com



Atkins: Addressing the housing crisis

California’s housing crisis is plung-
ing families and individuals into pov-
erty, threatening our children’s fu-
tures, splitting up families, making it 
difficult for businesses to attract and 
retain talent, and burdening our econ-
omy. Housing instability sends ripples 
throughout all facets of our society, af-
fecting education, physical and men-
tal health, transportation, and climate 
action.

I recognized this growing problem 
more than 20 years ago while working 
as a policy aide at the city level and be-
gan working to strengthen San Diego’s 
affordable-housing efforts after being 
elected to the City Council.

The governor and the Legislature 
gave the issue the sense of urgency it 
demanded in 2017, when we passed a 
package of 15 bills that addressed the 
crisis with a mix of regulatory reform 
and revenue measures, including my 
Senate Bill 2, which created a perma-
nent source of funding for affordable 
housing. 

In 2018, we followed up with addi-
tional measures to remove barriers in 
the way of housing construction, as 
well as significant budget funding for 
communities throughout the state to 
combat homelessness. That funding 
has begun making its way to projects 
and programs in the San Diego region 
aimed at connecting homeless residents 
with housing and preventing those at 
risk from falling into homelessness.

This year, we continued our progress 
with additional regulatory reform, pro-
tections against unreasonable evictions 
and exorbitant rent increases, and an-
other $2.5 billion to address homeless-
ness and housing instability, the largest 
such direct investment in state history.

But even before 2017, the state was 
increasing its investments in targeted 
housing programs that have resulted 
in thousands of new affordable homes. 

Since 2015, the Affordable Housing 
and Sustainable Communities pro-
gram that I was proud to champion as 
Assembly speaker has used proceeds 
from our innovative cap and trade 
system to create more than 9,000 af-
fordable homes near transit, including 
more than 1,000 in San Diego. The lat-
est project in San Diego to receive such 
funding is one at 13th and Broadway 

in East Village that will provide 273 
apartments with supportive services 
for people experiencing homelessness.

And thanks to the voters who passed 
Proposition 41 in 2014, the Veterans 
Housing and Homelessness Program 
(VHHP) has funded nearly 2,600 new 
homes for struggling veterans, in-
cluding 323 in San Diego County. A 
great VHHP-funded project is Zephyr 
Apartments in Grantville, which 
opened earlier this year, providing 84 
homes with supportive services and 
close access to the trolley.

Going forward, these are the kinds of 
results I’ll be looking for as our more re-
cently passed measures are implement-
ed, and I’ll be monitoring them closely 
to ensure that they are effective. 

At the same time, I will be intimate-
ly involved in efforts to stimulate the 
production of the new middle- and low-
er-income housing that is so desperate-
ly needed along our transit corridors 
and near job centers, making sure that 
residents in potentially affected com-
munities are key participants in the 
conversation.

— Toni G. Atkins represents District 
39 in the California Senate. Follow her on 
Twitter @SenToniAtkins.

Notes 
from Toni
Toni G. Atkins
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LA JOLLA

It's time to rein in the high cost  
of prescription drugs

Across America, seniors and families 
are struggling to afford the prescription 
drugs they need to stay healthy. Three 
in 10 adults reported not taking their 
medicines as prescribed at some point 
in the past year due to cost.

Prices for more than 3,400 drugs 
jumped 17 percent in the first six 
months of 2019. Between 2011 and 
2016, prescription drug spending in the 
United States grew more than 2.5 times 
inflation.

The soaring cost of insulin provides 
one of the starkest examples of broken 
drug pricing. 

More than 100 million Americans 
are diabetic or pre-diabetic and more 
than $300 billion per year is spent on 
treating diabetes, making it the disease 
category with the highest spending. 

Even though insulin was discovered 
in 1922, its inflation-adjusted per-unit 
price has almost tripled between the 
1990s and 2014. In the United States, 
insulin costs per patient have nearly 
doubled from 2012 to 2016.

These price spikes are driving up 
health insurance premiums and cre-
ating unaffordable costs for taxpayers 
who finance Medicare and Medicaid.

My constituents share their stories 
with me every single day about the 
struggles they face to get the life-saving 
medications they need.

A 68-year-old man with chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
a condition that makes breathing very 
difficult, wrote me about his experience 
with trying to pay for his medication. 
He requires an inhaler to open up his 

airways and pays more than $400 for a 
month’s supply of the drug to treat his 
condition. 

A father told me about his trouble in 
affording his daughter’s cystic fibrosis 
medication. He wants Congress to look 
at ways to bring down prices. He is also 
very aware of the need for innovation 
and research to discover new drugs. 

I agree that lowering drug prices 
cannot come at the expense of inno-
vation. We can do both. One thing is 
for sure: the current system is simply 
unsustainable and Congress needs to 
take action.

The Lower Drug Costs Now Act (HR 
3) was introduced and would rein in 
out-of-control drug prices and reinvest 
those savings back into research and 
development. 

The main provision of HR 3 would 
give the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) broad power 
to negotiate lower drug prices for all 
Americans. The HHS secretary would 
be empowered to negotiate up to 250 
drugs per year, drawn from a refilling 
list of the most costly drugs in the U.S. 

Drugs representing more than half of 
all Medicare Part D spending, covering 
tens of millions of patients, would be 
subject to the negotiation process – in-
cluding insulin.

These reduced drug prices would 
also be available to people with private 
insurance, which is critical to the more 
than 150 million Americans who get 
their health insurance through their 
employer.

The Lower Drug Costs Now Act 
strengthens and improves Medicare. 
Seniors will see a new $2,000 out-
of-pocket limit on prescription drug 
costs. It also reverses years of unfair 
price hikes for thousands of drugs in 
Medicare.

Currently there is no cap on out-
of-pocket expenses for Medicare Part 
D enrollees. In 2017, 1 million Part D 
enrollees had average annual out-of-
pocket costs exceeding $3,200.

The Congressional Budget Office and 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services both report that HR 3 would 
save $345 billion for Medicare Part D 
over the 10 years. Over the same time 
period, it would also save $46 billion 
in health care costs for private employ-
ers and $55 billion for the American 
people.

It’s these savings that will continue 
to fuel innovation, particularly in San 
Diego. Each year, our region gets about 
$800 million in federal dollars from 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and San Diego is a leader in innovative 
research.

In fact, much of the research and 
development driving the search for new 
breakthroughs isn’t paid for by drug 
companies, it’s paid for by American 
taxpayers through federal funding for 
the NIH and other grants.

Action to lower prescription drugs is 
long overdue. Maintaining the status 
quo is simply not an option. The House 
of Representatives is working hard to 
bring relief to the American people. 
The Lower Drug Costs Now Act has the 
potential to provide that relief while 
directing resources toward innovation 
to discover the latest treatments and 
cures. 

— Congresswoman Davis represents 
central San Diego, including the communi-
ties of Old Town, Kensington, Mission Hills, 
University Heights, Hillcrest Bankers Hill, 
North Park, South Park, Talmadge, Normal 
Heights, as well as La Mesa, Lemon Grove, 
Spring Valley and parts of El Cajon and 
Chula Vista.

District 53 
Dispatch
Susan A. Davis



Smart choices for your employee benefits

Open enrollment for employee 
benefits is happening right now 
at most companies. Before tossing 
aside the large package of materi-
als, take the time to understand 
and choose your employee bene-
fits wisely. Many employers offer 
nice benefits that can save mon-
ey and help protect your future. 
However, understanding all those 
options can be very confusing!

Health insurance
This benefit is hopefully 

something you get automati-
cally at work. If not, go to www.
CoveredCA.com to sign up for 
health insurance. Even perfect-
ly healthy people can get sick, 
break an arm, or smash a finger. 
It’s a personal choice between 
selecting a PPO or a less expen-
sive HMO plan. Regardless of 
which you choose, we generally 
recommend that you consider a 
high-deductible plan for employ-
ees. This will allow you to open 
a health savings account (HSA) 
where you can contribute pre-
tax money to pay for medical ex-
penses. For self-employed people, 
however, a low-deductible plan 
might be more beneficial because 

the premiums are 50% deductible 
above-the-line, which means you 
are not required to itemize deduc-
tions to get this health insurance 
premium deduction.

Retirement savings
Most larger companies will 

match part or all your contri-
bution to a retirement savings 
account like a 401(k), 403(b), or 
TSP. The most common employ-
er match is a 50% match on the 
first 6% of wages you contribute. 
That is a 3% bonus every year — 
don’t pass up free money! Always 
contribute enough to get the full 
match.

S h o r t- t e r m  d i s a b i l i t y 
insurance

Short-term disabilities are typ-
ically covered by sick pay or state 
disability programs. There is no 
need to buy additional coverage. 
It’s expensive and you should al-
ready have emergency cash set 
aside to cover three to six months 
of pay. Instead of getting this in-
surance, we recommend saving 
into an emergency fund.

Long-term disability 
insurance

You need this coverage! It pro-
tects future earnings if you be-
come disabled for more than six 
months. A policy through work 
is usually cheaper than getting 

an individual policy. If you are 
self-employed, look for a large pro-
fessional organization that offers 
long-term disability coverage as a 
membership benefit. For example, 
a financial planner can join the 
National Association of Personal 
Financial Advisors and get long-
term disability insurance through 
the organization. Almost every 
occupation has a national asso-
ciation and many of these organi-
zations offer long-term disability 
insurance at affordable rates.

Life insurance
Many large employers offer 

some free life insurance as a ben-
efit. Typically, the benefit is one 
or two times your salary. In gen-
eral, you don’t need life insurance 
if you don’t have dependents, but 
if it’s free through your employer, 
take it. There might also be an 
option to get additional coverage 
for a monthly cost. This can be a 
great option if you need the insur-
ance. However, you might want to 
consider an individual term life 
policy to ensure you have cover-
age if you change jobs.

Group legal
Legal insurance isn’t offered 

everywhere. If your employer of-
fers it, consider signing up if you 
don’t have your estate documents. 
You’ll save several hundred dol-
lars on estate documents by using 

a group legal benefit.

Dependent care flex spend-
ing account

Use this account to pay for 
child care costs (or any depen-
dent) using pre-tax money. It will 
save you money if you understand 
the rules. Be careful of the “use-
it-or-lose-it” provisions. The ac-
count needs to be fully spent each 
year – otherwise you forfeit any 
unused balance. 

These are the primary em-
ployee benefits offered by most 
companies. You can download 
our employee benefits guide on 
our blog (website is below) to get 

more detailed information on 
your employee benefits. Set aside 
a couple of hours to really under-
stand your employee benefits to 
take full advantage of what your 
employer offers.

— Steve Doster, CFP is the 
financial planning manager at 
Rowling & Associates – a fee-on-
ly wealth management and CPA 
firm helping individuals create a 
worry-free financial life. Rowling 
& Associates works to a fiducia-
ry standard of care helping people 
with their taxes, investments, and 
financial planning. Read more ar-
ticles at www.rowling.com/blog.

Uptown
Money
Steve Doster

Granddaughter recalls San Diego Zoo’s 
first female director who lived in the area

JILL DIAMOND | Uptown News

Among the many memorable 
strong women in San Diego over 
the decades was Belle Benchley, 
a former bookkeeper for the San 
Diego Zoo from 1927 to 1953 and 
who later became the zoo’s first 
female director.

According to her paternal 
granddaughter Laurel Benchley 
Costello who resides in San Diego: 
“After the turnover of several male 
directors or secretaries, Dr. Harry 
Wegeforth, the founder of the zoo, 
gave up looking for the right man 
because he knew who he wanted, 
even though there had never been 
a woman head of a zoo, he chose 
my grandmother.

“‘You might as well run the 
place,’” Costello said he told her 
grandmother, "You're already do-
ing it anyway.’”

And she did. 
Benchley was the only female 

zoo director for all her tenure, 
which included “guiding the zoo 
through the Great Depression and 
the Second World War,”Costello 
said. 

 Who was Belle?
In 1925, Belle J. Benchley was 

a divorced homemaker with a 
son to raise. She returned from 
Fullerton to her parents in Ocean 
Beach and decided to find work 

with the city of San Diego. She 
was later hired as a temporary 
bookkeeper by Wegeforth, who at 
the time had a home in Bankers 
Hill, and “never let her leave.”

During her time at with the 
zoo, she was the executive sec-
retary (basically director) where 
she became immensely proud of 
her work, the San Diego Zoo and 
of the staff. In this role, she ran 
the operations of the zoo, did the 
public relations and public speak-
ing, which Dr. Harry hated, and 
wrote and edited ZooNooZ for ma-
ny years, her granddaughter said.

Benchley also toured the en-
tire grounds of the zoo daily by 
car looking for any problems. She 
nurtured a staff dedicated to the 

zoo and most importantly in her 
mind, the animals. 

“As the only woman zoo direc-
tor during her entire career, she 
became world-famous. She guest-
ed on many radio shows and trav-
eled to meetings of zoo directors,” 
Costello said.

Benchley also had a great sense 
of humor unless she thought the 
zoo was being short-changed 
in some way. She was a great 
businesswoman, and accord-
ing to Costello, Benchley kept 
the zoo afloat through the Great 
Depression and World War II by 
sharp trading and watching the 
budget like a hawk.

see zoo, pg 8
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Former zoo director Belle Benchley with her family (Photo courtesy Laurel Costello)



When she retired, the city of 
San Diego gave her a retirement 
party with 800 people and a trip 
around the world where she got 
the gift that meant so much to 
her — “a watch from the zoo staff 
with the inscription ‘From your 
fellow employees.’”

“She believed she was the co-
ordinator and coach of a team, 
not a dictator. Although she was 
not shy about making the hard 
decisions, her door was always 
open,” Costello said.

Staying in the area
In the 1940s, her grandma 

moved to a house in Mission Hills 
at 4127 Palmetto Way, which 
is still standing among its four 
neighbors, at least one of which 
qualifies for Mills Act status.

A strong woma n who 
Benchley Costello always looked 
up to, she saw her grandma often 
when she was growing up in the 
San Diego area.

“We saw her several times a 
month. When I was a child in 
Julian, we drove down to Mission 
Hills to see her. When we moved 
to Ocean Beach, it was proba-
bly about the same amount, but 
the drive was less memorable,” 
Costello, now 72, recalled.

Costello said she would de-
scribe her grandmother as “in-
telligent, articulate, spine of 
steel, no-nonsense, had tons of 

friends both in the industry and 
socially.”

“She loved and understood an-
imals and they loved her, espe-
cially the primates. When I was 
a kid, she would take me around 
the zoo. At the old chain link 
monkey cages, they would get ex-
cited at her approach. She would 
get close to the cage and talk to 
them in baby talk. They would 
get close to her and then they 
would start showing off and do-
ing all their tricks. Visitors would 
be looking from the monkeys to 
her in amazement,” Costello said.

When asked what made her 
grandmother so independent 
and strong, Costello said it was 
perhaps being the next oldest in 
a family of eight children with a 
strong mother. 

“… And I think San Diego 

was not as closed-minded about 
women's roles as more civilized 
areas. She was born on a farm 
and when my grandmother was 
a child on Point Loma, most of it 
was open land with only a dirt 
road connecting it to the rest of 
San Diego [the historic Jennings 
House on Rosecrans and Talbot 
was owned by her uncle and her 
family may have lived in it at 
some point].

 “She must have been a great 
multitasker because she never 
knew what the day would bring,” 
Costello said.

Benchley died on Dec. 17, 
1973, after about five-six years 
of dementia but did leave a won-
derful legacy, Costello added.

“Her legacy at the zoo would 
be that the animals are more 
important and valuable than 

the visitors. She worked to get 
rid of the circus atmosphere and 
attitude of early zoos, to treat the 
animals with dignity and as in-
dividuals, except for the sea lion 
shows, which she instigated in 
1928.  

“The zoo was one of the first 
to be successful in breeding ma-
ny types of animals. In the early 
1950s, she tried to get some pairs 
of the California condors, which 
were already in trouble. They 
had successfully bred Peruvian 
condors.  Opposition from certain 
groups prevented the zoo from re-
building the species.

“Under her watch, the zoo 
became the biggest and one of 
the best in the world and was 
world-famous,” she said.

C o s t e l l o  a d d e d  h e r 

grandmother was well known 
in San Diego and remains so.

“Even in the ’60s, people 
would ask me if I was related to 
her when they heard the name 
‘Benchley.’ She was the original 
Joan Embry. She would talk to 
any group that asked her and 
often took Bong the cheetah or 
another animal with her by her-
self,” Costello recalled.

In addition to her zoo role, her 
grandmother wrote three adult 
books about the zoo and one chil-
dren's book: "My Life in a Man-
Made Jungle," "My Friends the 
Apes," "My Animal Babies," and 
"Shirley Visits the Zoo."

— Jill Diamond is a local free-
lance writer with a penchant for 
history.
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Benchley with koalas (Photos courtesy Laurel Costello)

Benchley with a tapir named Mickey in either 1934 or 1935.
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS, FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS.

Full Service Chimney Cleaning

Includes full safety inspection

reg. $189ONLY $99
CALL TODAY:
619-593-4020

RAIN, WIND, AND FIRE... 
“The three menaces to any chimney,  
fireplace, or stove.”

Every year there are over twenty thousand chimney / 
fireplace related house fires in the US alone. Losses 
to homes as a result of chimney fires, leaks, and 
wind damage exceeds one hundred million dollars 
annually in the US.

CHIMNEY SWEEPS, INC., one of San Diego’s 
leading chimney repair and maintenance companies, 
is here to protect you and your home from losses 
due to structural damage and chimney fires.

Family owned and operated and having been in 
business for over 30 years, Chimney Sweeps Inc. 
is a fully licensed and insured chimney contracting 
company (License # 976438) and they are certified 
with the National Fireplace Institute and have an A+ 
rating with the Better Business Bureau.

For a limited time, readers of this paper will receive 
a special discount on our full chimney cleaning and 
safety inspection package with special attention to 
chimney water intrusion points in preparation for the 
rainy season.

CHIMNEY SWEEPS, INC
SERVING SAN DIEGO COUNTY
FOR OVER 30 YEARS



Rosie O’Grady’s changes hands
DAVE SCHWAB | Uptown News

Everybody’s favorite Irish 
pub in Normal Heights, 
Rosie O’Grady’s, has changed 
ownership.

But not to worry. The pope is 
still Catholic — and Rosie’s will 
remain Irish.

Since Nov. 4, the ever-popular 
watering hole at 3402 Adams 
Ave., which always keeps a run-
ning tally of days left until St. 
Patrick’s Day, has belonged to 
the Social Syndicate restaurant 
development group. 

Since its founding in 2014, 
Ocean Beach-based Social 
Syndicate has established itself 
as a leader in revitalizing and/
or creating casual neighborhood 
concepts. 

With more than 45 years of 
collective experience among its 
governing board, Rosie’s is the 
most recent acquisition in Social 
Syndicate’s growing stable of 
nine other eateries. Those venues 
include: Bootlegger on Market 
Street; Wonderland Ocean Pub 
and OB Surf Lodge in Ocean Beach; 
The Local Pacific Beach and The 
Local Eatery & Drinking Hole in 
the Gaslamp Quarter; Blue Water 
Seafood on India Street Downtown; 
Grand Ole BBQ in Flinn Springs in 
East County; and The Rabbit Hole 
in Normal Heights.

Jon Conklin, new general man-
ager at Rosie’s, said its acquisition 

was a “no-brainer.”
“Rosie O'Grady's has a won-

derful identity, from its dive bar 
appeal and live-music culture to 
its Chicago vibes and neighbor-
hood legacy, that we would be 
silly to touch,” noted Conklin. 
“Rosie O'Grady's is staying Rosie 
O’Grady’s: Chicago-style Irish 
dive, through and through. 
Any changes that we do will 
only enhance what is already 
amazing.”

Will there still be live music?
“Absolut ely,”  a nswered 

Conklin. “The music culture at 
Rosie O'Grady's is so eclectic. You 
can go from jazz, to old school hip-
hop, to folk music on any given 
night. Tuesdays are truly awe-
some as we have funk night which 
features our in-house Hammond 
organ.”

Pointing out Normal Heights 
“has a very balanced collection 
of bars and restaurants,” Conklin 
added, “Our niche aims to cater 
to everyone, but especially those 
who are local to 92116. Many 
people within the neighborhood 
have chosen to call Rosie's theirs, 
and we want to make sure it stays 
that way.”

Social Syndicate CEO Brendan 
Huffman said the idea is not to 
make wholesale changes, but to 
burnish the image of venues ac-
quired by his restaurant group.

“We’re always very sensitive 
to all the heart and soul that was 

given to the previous concept,” 
said Huffman. “The legacy is 
paramount when intentionality 
is authentic. Our intention is to 
grow roots in the community and 
continue the hard work from our 
predecessor. Rosie’s is no different, 
as we’ve retained the name and a 
few employees as well. This place 
was/is a classic.” 

“It was time for us to retire, 
my husband is 77 and I’m 83,” 
said Barbara Betz, who, along 
with Michael Rammelsberg, 
had owned a furniture store in 
Chicago before coming out to San 
Diego and purchasing Rosie's in 
2002. “Our customers, they all 
thought of us as mom and pop. 
They all loved Rosie’s.”

Betz said Rosie’s has been an 
Irish place since Ron Stout, an 
attorney and big Notre Dame 
fan, purchased it in 1984. Prior 
to Stout’s ownership, Betz de-
scribed Rosie’s as being “not a 
very nice place, a dive bar, but 
Stout changed that.”

One of many improvements 
made by Betz/Rimmelsberg was 
to turn the small annex bar in the 
rear of Rosie’s into a full-blown 
wine bar.

“We did a lot of things to keep 
the history and the Irish tra-
dition alive,” said Betz. “Being 
from Chicago, we turned it into 
a place for Cubs and Bears fans. 
We were eclectic. But at the same 
time, we tried not to take away the 

personality of the bar. It’s a land-
mark. It’s a legend.”

A farewell party was held re-
cently for Rosie's outgoing owners 
on a Sunday night. Betz said it re-
minded her of “a lot of good times 
and a lot of good friends over the 
years.”

On goodbye night, Betz said 
Rosie’s “was taken over by our 
customers, who, after a few 
drinks, made off with a lot of our 
memorabilia, took a chunk of it 
home with them.” But she added 
good-naturedly, “We’ve retrieved 
quite a bit of it.”

Betz pointed out Rosie’s has a 
great deal of “friendly” competi-
tion with numerous other bars 

and restaurants lining Adams 
Avenue.

Mick Ward, co-owner of the 
Ould Sod Irish pub across the 
street and who started out bar-
tending at Rosie’s in the ‘80s, 
agreed.

“It’s all good,” noted Ward, an 
Irish native. “Mike and Barbara 
are great people. We complement 
each other for sure. We’ve had a 
great relationship. All the bars get 
on. It’s a great neighborhood.” 

Huffman noted Rosie’s cus-
tomer base “resides primarily 
either north or south of Adams 
Avenue and takes a lot of pride in 

 (Photo by Kendra Sitton)
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The theater itself is also beau-
tiful: the ceiling is covered in 
tiny LED lights that give the im-
pression of starlight. It can seat 
nearly 230 people. “It also has 
state-of-the-art facilities, pro-
jection booth, sound system,” 
Linde said.

While Human Rights Watch 
and the Italian Film Fest are 
the museum’s biggest events of 
the year, its other partnerships 
include screening movies for 
International Rescue Mission, the 
GI Film Festival SD, the Coming of 
Age Film Festival, and San Diego 
Film Week. In November alone, 
MOPA partnered with the Arab 
Film Festival for a special screen-
ing of an animated feature vying 
for an Oscar and is hosting three 
films for the San Diego Asian Film 
Festival on Nov. 16. 

Uptown News was at the 
screening of “The Tower” at 
MOPA and saw “Heavy Craving” 
at UCSD before it came to Balboa 
Park. 

‘The Tower’
“The Tower” is an animated 

debut feature from Norwegian 
director Mats Grorud depicting 
a Palestinian refugee in Lebanon 
learning about her family history 
from three previous generations 
of refugees.

The film took eight years to 

complete and is based off the year 
Grorud spent living in a refugee 
camp in Lebanon. Before the film 
began, he explained that during his 
year there teaching animation to 
kids, he felt like he was constantly 
given gifts by friends he’d made. He 
sees the film as his gift back to them. 

The majority of the film is in clay-
mation, but it dabbles in other medi-
ums: flashbacks are done in classic 
hand-drawn animation and a few 
times, real film is used. At one point, 
the main character — a young girl 
named Wardi — flips through fam-
ily photos. Grorud explained those 
photos were actually taken by his 
mother in the 1980s when she vis-
ited the refugee camps each year to 
provide medical care. It was her sto-
ries from that time that inspired him 
to go to the camps himself when he 
had the opportunity. 

Watching claymation requires 
patience — movements are slow 
and frames are less frequent 
than what audience members 
are used to. The excellent sound 
mixing made the experience en-
thralling and hard to look away 
from. In addition, the detailed 
settings for the clay dolls had im-
pressive lighting. The shadows 
and rays of light communicated 
emotion and imparted a sense of 
verisimilitude. 

While beautiful and contain-
ing a deep emotional core, the 
film’s primary purpose seems to 
be education. As Wardi goes up 
each level of her family’s tower, 
and to a new generation of her 
family, audiences from outside 

Palestine are walked through 
Nakba Day (which means “Day 
of the Catastrophe” — when 
Israeli forces kicked out two-
thirds of Palestinians from their 
ancestral homes), the poverty in 
refugee camps, rebellions to take 
back Israel, and Lebanese militias 
attacking the camps. 

Despite its accessibility to 
Western audiences, Palestinians 
in attendance praised Grorud’s 
depiction of the refugee camp. 
One man said he was amazed 
by the tiny details included that 
made the film so accurate. Some 
details would be obvious to peo-
ple who only briefly visited — 
the gardens on upper stories of 
houses, the men who compete 
for the best hoard of pigeons on 
the roof — but others are more 
intricate and might be missed by 
a Western audience. 

Attendees got emotional as 
they thanked the filmmaker for 
capturing the most minute details 
of what their childhood had been 
like growing up in the camps. The 
last question of the night came 
from a man who worried that, 
like Wardi, there were children 
who did not know the history of 
their people. Do they know, he 
asked, are they being taught? 
Grorud explained that the most 
fictional conceit of the plot was 
that a child around 9 or 10 years 
old would not know the story of 
the Day of the Catastrophe. Oral 
histories are a part of daily life in 
the camps according to Grorud, 
so each child, even ones younger 

than Wardi, would already know 
the story.

Grorud was surprisingly can-
did in the Q&A: he explained 
what he would change about this 
film and that his next project will 
be about climate change since it 
is up to a Palestinian director to 
make the next film focusing on 
the plight of refugees. 

One of his regrets is giving the 
majority of the animated flash-
backs to men in Wardi’s family. 
He said women are the backbone 
keeping the family together. In 
some ways, the film also shows 
why men would have more time 
to share their experiences with 
a child.. The men in the house-
hold are free to be depressed and 
go mad because the women are 
both the economic providers and 
household managers of the fam-
ily. Meanwhile, the women take 
more jobs to ensure Wardi can 
stay in school and feed her pi-
geon-raising uncle who refuses 
to leave the roof. Reminiscing is 
a privilege. 

In another place, he explained 
a line of dialogue that had been 
unclear. Wardi’s aunt talks about 
killing on both sides but what she 
is referring to is violence between 
Lebanese militias and Palestinian 
refugees. It could be misconstrued 
to mean there is an equal amount 
of violence between Israelis and 
Palestinians though, to which 
Grorud clarified no Palestinian 
would accept as true or accurate. 

One audience member said 
Grorud deserved a Nobel Prize. 

Grorud laughed and said the on-
ly major award competition the 
film has been entered in is for the 
Academy Awards, where he is 
seeking a nomination in a race 
against more than 30 other for-
eign films. 

‘Heavy Craving’
“Heavy Craving” will have its 

second showing of the Asian Film 
Festival at MOPA on Saturday, 
Nov. 16. The Taiwanese film is a 
comedy about a fat lunch lady fac-
ing pressure to change her body 
so she can better fit in with soci-
ety and finally pursue her dream 
of being a chef. The debut film 
was deeply personal for director 
Pei-Ju Hsieh, who grew up chub-
by and shamed by her family. 

It took the 2019 Taipei Film 
Festival by storm and won the 
Audience Choice Award. It has 
since been making rounds at 
other film festivals. 

As noted by a presenter before 
the film showed at UCSD on Nov. 
9, Taiwanese comedies rarely 
make it to an international au-
dience. That renown is generally 
reserved for Taiwan’s acclaimed 
LGBTQ films like “Blue Gate 
Crossing,” “Girlfriend Boyfriend” 
and “The Wedding Banquet”— 
made by the filmmaker behind 
“Brokeback Mountain.” Further 
cementing its place as a leader of 
queer filmmaking, Taiwan hosts 
the annual Taiwan International 
Queer Film Festival and streaming 
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Taco 
Tuesday

Happy 
Hour 

3 Tacos 
$4.99 + Tax

2-5pm 
Sn,M,W,Th,S

Now serving Rice & Beans
Mission Ctr Rd. & Friars Rd.

(Mobil Gas Station)
www.kikosplaceseafood.com

/kikosplaceseafood

Sushi Deli
Started in 1983 as a small sushi and sandwich shop, Sushi Deli 

has grown into one of the best sushi spots in San Diego. We take 
pride in ensuring you receive the highest quality and quantity of 
Japanese-style cuisine, all at a super value. The days of 99-cent 
Bud Lights are long gone but the new days of local craft beers, 
specialty sake, unique sushi rolls, Japanese noodles, teriyaki and 
curry are here to stay. So, come on in and order your favorite 
appetizer and roll — maybe it’s the blackened sesame albacore 
and the Hillcrest Roll or it could it be the Sushi Deli Fries and the 
San Diego Roll. Not a sushi fan? Try our ramen or chicken katsu 
curry. Whatever your taste, we have it here, as always in a great, 
friendly, fun environment where you know you’re always welcome 
and appreciated.  

Visit us at either of our two locations:  Sushi Deli 1, 228 W. 
Washington St. in Mission Hills or Sushi Deli 3, 7986 Armour 
St. in Kearny Mesa.

RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT 

The long-awaited Dunkin’ 
Donuts in Hillcrest has opened 
in the form of a mini outlet with 
a 24-hour drive-thru window. 
The chain took over the former 
Los Panchos Taco Shop, which 
reopened a couple weeks ago one 
address away as a sit-down eatery 

with a full bar.
On opening day, Nov. 9, the 

new Dunkin’ awarded the first 
100 customers free coffee for a 
year. As expected, lines were 
long and donuts were f lying. 
405 Washington St., dunkindo-
nuts.com.

The new location of Dunkin’ Donuts 
in Hillcrest offers about 20 varieties 
of donuts. (Photo by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Fast food alert: Popeye’s 
Louisiana Kitchen will open its 
first-ever Uptown location in the 
coming month, at 2810 El Cajon 
Blvd. in North Park. According 
to a rep, the company is racing to 
finish construction of the space 
as the mania persists over its re-
cently relaunched fried chicken 
sandwich, which features a bread-
ed breast filet, two pickles and a 
smear of mayo.

At present, the closest Popeye’s 
is located several miles away 
at 6095 El Cajon Blvd. in East 
San Diego. There, and at other 
outlying locations, lines have 

been out the door for the hyped 
chicken sandwich, which this 
writer found underwhelming.  
popeyes.com.

Demand is running high for this 
chicken sandwich. (Photo by Frank 
Sabatini Jr.)

Look for artisanal pastas made 
with ancient grains imported 
from Sicily, plus oxtail-parsnip 
“raviolini” in orange confit, lasa-
gna draped in Bolognese and be-
chamel sauce, and more at the up-
coming Cori Pastifico Trattoria 
in North Park.

Acclaimed chef Accursio Lota 
plans to open the restaurant in 
early December, with the aim 
of “recreating the feeling on my 
homeland, Sicily.” His seasonally 
driven menu will be complement-
ed by a wine list featuring labels 
from small Italian wineries. An 
open kitchen will allow guests to 
interact with Lota and his team as 
they roll out small batches of pasta 
and prepare other foods.

The restaurant takes over the 
space previously occupied by 
Cardamom Cafe & Bakery. 
2977 Upas St., coripasta.com.

Chef Accursio Lota is preparing to 
launch a restaurant in North Park. 
(Courtesy photo)Cohn Restaurant Group 

celebrates the 22nd anniversa-
ry of a local nonprofit it helped 
establish: The Garfield High 
School Foundation’s culinary arts 
program.

The effort gives at-risk youth 
opportunities to obtain skills in 
the restaurant/hospitality in-
dustries. This year’s fundrais-
ing Thanksgiving luncheon will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., Nov. 14, at The Prado 

in Balboa Park. It begins with 
tray-passed appetizers before 
executive chef Jonathan Hale 
leads students in serving a ban-
quet-style meal.

The cost is $60 per person or 
$500 for tables of 10. All proceeds 
from the event go to the founda-
tion. Tickets can be purchased 
through garfieldhsfoundation-
sandiego@gmail.com. 1549 El 
Prado, 619-557-9441, cohnrestau-
rants.com.

Get your steak-and-martini fix 
at the newly opened Rare Society 
in University Heights. The venture 
marks a rebranding of Hundred 
Proof by Trust Restaurant Group.

Chef Brad Wise’s menu spot-
lights several cuts of steak along 
with Scottish salmon, Pacific 
swordfish and dry-aged pork 
chops. He also offers classic 
and modern side dishes such as 
whipped potatoes, roasted aspar-
agus and cheesy broccoli. Guests 

will also find appetizers such as 
steamed clams, shrimp cocktail 
and roasted bone marrow.

Classic cocktails, beer and se-
lect wines are available as well.

The cozy atmosphere incor-
porates swanky midcentury 
elements while maintaining 
a neighborhood feel. Dinner 
is served from 5 to 10 p.m. 
Wednesday through Monday. 
4130 Park Blvd., 619-501-6404,  
raresocietysd.com.

A steakhouse sizzles into Uptown. (Chemistry PR)

Tahona Bar in Old Town cel-
ebrates its one-year anniversary 
through Nov. 17 with a pop-up 
menu focusing on Oaxaca mole 
used in a trio of tacos, as well 
as mezcal pairings for each of 
the tacos. On the 17th, a special 
“Sunday-funday” style brunch 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. The establishment also re-
cently opened a hidden speakeasy 
within its confines called Oculto 
477. Entry into it requires reser-
vations. 2414 San Diego Ave., 619-
255-2090, tahonabar.com.

Oaxaca-inspired tacos at Tahona 
(Contour PR)

Entrepreneur Louie Chau, of 
Lotus Garden Restaurant in 
City Heights, has opened Ska Bar 
& Restaurant in a mixed-use 
structure in Normal Heights. The 
kitchen cranks out modern Asian 
fare such as firecracker shrimp 
and bulgogi french fries while 
the bar slings creative cocktails 
with tropical twists. The ground-
floor establishment also features a 
rooftop lounge. 2350 Adams Ave.

— Frank Sabatini Jr. can be 
reached at fsabatini@san.rr.com
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Pizza dilemma 

Farewell Project Pie. Hello 
Patxi’s.

The replacement pizzeria is 
just getting off the ground since 
opening a Hillcrest location, 
which marks the San Diego de-
but of what is pronounced “Pah-
cheez.” But articulating the eat-
ery’s brand name is only the first 
head-scratching puzzle you might 
encounter when dropping in for 
a meal.

The company has nearly 20 lo-
cations along the West Coast, with 
a few in Colorado. It was founded 
15 years ago in the Bay Area by 
Francisco “Patxi” Azpiroz and his 
friend, Bill Freeman, both passion-
ate pizza guys.

Some yea rs later,  the 
slow-growing chain came un-
der the ownership of KarpReilly 
LLC until it was purchased last 
year by Los Angeles-based Elite 
Restaurant Group. That compa-
ny also owns Slater’s 50/50 and 
Daphne’s Greek restaurants.

Elite soon absorbed the three 
remaining locations of Project 
Pie — in Hillcrest, East Lake 
and Chula Vista with the in-
tention of converting them into 
Patxi’s. The latter two are still in 
transition.

On this exploratory visit, I 
found Patxi’s service concept and 
pizza options to be as confusing 
as its evolution. For starters, it 
doesn’t aspire to be Project Pie, 
where customers queued up along 
an assembly-line counter of pizza 
makers while pointing to the top-
pings they wanted.

And that’s just fine, except the 
counter displaying various ingre-
dients is still in place. It’s just no 
longer approachable as staffers 
politely ask you to grab a table and 
order from a server — provided 
they’re not plating food, fulfilling 
takeout orders, processing pay-
ments, etc.

Then there’s the issue of pizza 

styles, which might seem unclear 
to some.

The deep-dish options are obvi-
ous. They’re built like old-fashion 
fruit pies, with high-sided bot-
tom crusts and sheaths of dough 
on top, thus capturing a host of 
savory ingredients in the middle, 
including cheese. We ordered a 
couple of slices with pepperoni, 
mushrooms and black olives.

In keeping with tradition, the 
red sauce goes on top, although 
Chicago transplants might take 
issue with the breadiness of the 
dough, which lacked that covet-
ed flaky texture essential to clas-
sic deep-dish pizzas. For this New 
York State native, I didn’t care so 
much.

The dine-in menus list “pan 
pizzas” without description. On 
the to-go and website menus, 
the pan-crust option isn’t even 
mentioned. 

We were told those pizzas em-
ploy the same dough as the deep-
dish pies, but that the dough is 
used only on the bottom and giv-
en a cornmeal dusting for added 
texture.

Then, depending again what 
menu you read, one shows an 
intermingled category for “thin 
crust” and “Neapolitan” pizzas. 
Technically speaking, Patxi’s 
makes neither — at least not at 
this location. 

We ordered a 10-inch “thin-
crust/Neapolitan” pie flaunting 
excellent fennel-garlic sausage, 
herbed ricotta, mozzarella and 
bright-tasting red sauce made 
supposedly in-house.

We loved the crust, but it 
wasn’t classically thin. Nor was 
the overall pizza Neapolitan-style, 
which requires specific criteria 
such as sauce made from hand-
crushed tomatoes (preferably the 
San Marzano variety); the use of 
fresh buffalo mozzarella; and a 
bake time of 90 seconds or less in 
ovens kept at a minimum of 800 
degrees.

We were informed the ov-
ens used expressly for the thin/
Neapolitan pizzas at Patxi’s op-
erate at 600 degrees. As for the 

ingredient rules, my taste buds 
told me they’re not fully followed.

But a fine pizza it was, much 
like I remember how stan-
dard-crust pizzas tasted before 
they got hoity-toity and wildly 
creative. The pie took about 12 
minutes to cook, whereby a whole 
deep-dish pizza bakes for nearly 
40 minutes inside a slightly low-
er-temperature oven.

Appetizers, salads and sand-
wiches are also available. A butter 
lettuce salad with cherished Point 
Reyes bleu cheese, bacon crum-
bles, and scant buttermilk-ranch 
dressing was delightful. Ditto for 
the well-endowed chicken pesto 
melt with its show-stealing light 
and herby focaccia bread.

Service was friendly, but clum-
sy and disjointed. At this early 
stage in the game since opening 
last month, a concrete system is 
lacking. Servers wandered across 
all sections of the bright, spacious 
dining room and into the open 
kitchen unsure at times of who 
was doing what. And incoming 
customers sensed that confusion 
when figuring out how and where 
to place their orders. 

But if you can muster up an 
extra dose of patience until such 
improvements are made, your 
reward will be flavorful Italian-
inspired food that sticks to your 
ribs and offers a decent bang for 
the buck.

— Frank Sabatini Jr. is the au-
thor of ‘Secret San Diego’ (ECW 
Press) and began his local writing 
career more than two decades ago 
as a staffer for the former San Diego 
Tribune. You can reach him at  
fsabatini@san.rr.com.

Restaurant
Review 
Frank Sabatini Jr.

Patxi’s
3888 Fourth Ave. 

(Hillcrest)
619-501-8000,  

patxispizza.com
Prices: Soups, salads 

and starters, $5 to $12; 
sandwiches, $10; deep-
dish pizzas, $22 to $35; 
standard-crust pizzas,  

$15 to $29

A slice of deep-dish pizza

Chicken pesto melt

A 10-inch Salsiccia 
pizza with “thin crust” 
(Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)
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Friday, Nov. 15
Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’

Gather in OLP’s outdoor amphi-
theater for an evening of Shake-
speare in the Park! Please join us 
this November as The Academy 
of Our Lady of Peace presents 
William Shakespeare's “Ham-
let.” Due to construction, this 
performance will be held out-
doors in our amphitheater. In 
an effort to provide more com-
fortable seating, stadium chairs 
and cushions will be sold at the 
event. Supplies are limited, so 
they will be sold on a first-come, 
first-served basis. We encourage 
you to bring blankets and sweat-
ers to stay warm and comfort-
able during the show. Tickets are 
$8-$12. Academy of Our Lady of 
Peace, 4860 Oregon St. Nov. 15-
16 at 6 p.m.

Four fabulous female-
fronted bands!

Julia Sage & The Bad Hombres at 
8 p.m. Sometimes Julie at 9 p.m. 
Donna Larson & The Messengers 
at 10 p.m. Alicia Previn Band at 
11 p.m. Come out for a night of 
music at Queen Bee’s, 3925 Ohio 
St. Tickets are $15.

Saturday, Nov. 16

C-Note Pop-Up Art Sale
The event hosted at San Diego 
Art Institute connects budding 
art collectors with local artists 
selling their pieces for just $100, 
$200, or $300. More than 300 
works from nearly 100 artists 
will be available for sale. Gener-
al admission to the C-Note is $5 
and free for youth 18 and under, 
students, and military. Doors 
open at noon on Nov. 16 and 17, 
and collectors are encouraged 
to arrive early to beat the crowd. 

‘Awkward but Graceful’
A one-woman show written and 
performed by Nataša Warasch 
and directed by Grant Gelvin. 
Nataša is from Slovenia. She 
came to the United States with 
a one-way ticket, $200 in trav-
eler’s checks and a dream. 8 
p.m. at the North Park Vaude-
ville Theatre, 2031 El Cajon Blvd. 
Admission is $18 at the door. 

‘Wake Up, Brother Bear!’
Junior Theatre is debuting its 
first Theatre for the Very Young 

performance this weekend. 
“Wake up, Brother Bear!” is a 
"Mommy and Me," experiential 
format geared specifically to-
ward kids age 3-7. Brother and 
Sister Bear take your little one 
on a journey of a glorious year 
of seasons. They see a waterfall 
melt, meet a butterfly, chase an 
elusive fish, and skate on an icy 
pond. “Wake Up, Brother Bear!” 
is performed in an intimate and 
immersive setting designed es-
pecially for little kids. The au-
dience is invited to join the ac-
tion using a small bag of props 
that help create the magical mo-
ments. Tickets are $14-$16. For 
tickets and more information, 
visit juniortheatre.com, or call 
the box office at 619-239-8355. 
Performances will be held on 
Nov. 16 and 17 at 10 a.m. and 
noon at the Casa del Prado 
Theatre.

Lego Mindstorms!
In collaboration with All Girls 
STEM Society, Mission Valley Li-
brary presents a fun and acces-
sible robotics program featuring 
Lego Mindstorms! Get ready to 
build and program autonomous 
robots while studying the basics 
of mechanics, electronic design, 
sensors, and programming! 
This workshop is recommended 
for girls in third through eighth 
grades. Registration is required. 
Sign up online at allgirlsstem-
society.org/san-diego.html or 
contact Marika Jeffery at 858-
573-5007. For more information 
about the All Girls STEM Soci-
ety, go to allgirlsstemsociety.org. 
1:45-4:30 p.m.

Walk for Apraxia
The Walk for Apraxia cele-
brates children with apraxia of 
speech and recognizes them for 
their hard work. Families, pro-
fessionals, students, and oth-
er supporters join together to 
lift up children with apraxia of 
speech, because they believe ev-
ery child deserves a voice. The 
2019 San Diego Walk for Aprax-
ia event will be held on Nov. 16, 
at the University of San Diego to 
benefit children with apraxia of 
speech. Registration begins at 
8:30 a.m. with the walk begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m.

Military Home Buying Forum
A free workshop for military per-
sonal to help active duty, reserv-
ists, and veterans put their VA 
home loan benefits to use. Four 
experts will help attendees un-
derstand the benefits of home-
ownership and to help them nav-
igate the home-buying process. 
They will receive advice to de-
termine how much they can af-
ford, what special military prod-
ucts and grants are available to 
them, and expert answers to any 
home-buying questions. 8:30 
a.m.-noon at 2-1-1 San 
Diego, 3860 Calle Fortunada. 

‘Space Force!’
Live theater at OnStage Play-
house will bring together classic 
and new science fiction storytell-
ing designed to delight science 
fiction lovers of all ages. Look 
to the future of science fiction 
theater, with an encore perfor-
mance of San Diego Union-Tri-
bune Critics’ Fringe Pick science 
fiction comedy “Space Force!” 
The program also features 
readings of new science fiction 
plays from the writers of “Space 
Force!” Starring Julia Giolzetti, 
Omar Ramos, Jeff Hillman, Mi-
chael Shantz, and Floyd Strayer 
as The Captain. Written and di-
rected by Michael Shantz with 
Tom Steward. 8 p.m. at OnStage 
Playhouse, 291 Third Ave., Chu-
la Vista. Tickets are $10.

Sunday, Nov. 17
Uptown Rhythm Makers  

at Panama 66
Uptown Rhythm Makers has 
been known in the San Diego 
music scene for live New Orle-
ans-style jazz and swing perfor-
mances since 2003. The band 
will be playing at Balboa Park’s 
Panama 66 from 6-8 p.m.

‘XY’ Staged Reading
Live theater at OnStage Play-
house will bring together clas-
sic and new science fiction sto-
rytelling designed to delight 
science fiction lovers of all ages. 
The Poolhouse Project presents 
the first-ever staged reading of 
a brand new science fiction play 

“XY.” The program also features 
readings of short new science 
fiction plays from the writers of 

“Space Force!” Written by Mi-
chael Shantz. Directed by Kris-
ten Fogle. 2 p.m. at OnStage 
Playhouse, 291 Third Ave., Ch-
ula Vista. Tickets are $10.

Wednesday, Nov. 20
WITI Tech Talk Series

WITI (Women in Technology 
International) San Diego Tech 
Talks is excited to present an 
evening with Mary Ann Mc-
Garry and Linda Scott of Guild 
Mortgage, one of the largest and 
most experienced independent 
mortgage lenders in the coun-
try. McGarry will be speaking 
about her experiences at Guild 
and how the company was an 
early adopter of technology to 
drive business growth and im-
prove productivity. She will pro-
vide insights into the strategic 
plans she initiated with her se-
nior management teams to im-
plement financial, operational 
and technology changes that 
have resulted in Guild grow-
ing to become a top-10 nation-
al mortgage lender. The event is 
hosted by WITI San Diego and 
WeWork Aventine. 5:30-8 p.m. 
WeWork Aventine, 8910 Univer-
sity Center Lane, Suite 400. 
Crafts for Grown-Ups
Learn how to make a macrame 
wall hanging at the North Park 
Branch Library. Sign-ups re-
quired. 6:30 p.m.

Transgender Day of 
Remembrance

The annual Transgender Day of 
Remembrance (TDOR) is a sol-
emn day to honor and remem-
ber the lives of people who have 
died as a result of transphobia 
and hate. We invite you to take 
a moment the morning of TDOR 
to join together at the Hillcrest 
Pride Flag to raise the Transgen-
der Flag and then lower it to half-
mast in honor of the solemn day. 
Join us as we remember those 
we lost due to anti-transgender 
hate and violence. Together we 
will mourn, honor and celebrate 
their authentic lives. All are wel-
come. 6 p.m.vigil march. 7 p.m. 
program at The Center, 3909 
Centre St.

Thursday, Nov. 21
Golden Hill Board Meeting

Get involved with your neigh-
borhood organization at a board 
meeting held at the Golden Hill 
Recreation Center at 6:30 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 22

Going Wilde with  
R. Zamora Linmark

Join the San Diego Queer API-
MEDA Coalition for an artist 
book talk! Linmark is a queer 
Honolulu and Baguio-based au-
thor who also wrote “Rolling the 
R's” (1995) and “Leche” (2011). 
6:30-8 p.m. at Subterranean 
Coffee Boutique, 3764 30th St. 

George Lopez at  
Balboa Theatre

Renowned comedian George 
Lopez will perform two shows 
at Balboa Theatre Downtown 
as part of his current comedy 
tour. Tickets are available from 
$41 on Ticketmaster and most 
secondary ticket markets. 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 23

Bird Park Cleanup
Come join your friends and 
neighbors, along with the NP-
CA and the Friends of Balboa 
Park, on Saturday, Nov. 23, 
from 8:30-11 a.m. at Bird Park. 
We will spend the morning keep-
ing our park beautiful. Light re-
freshments and supplies will be 
provided. Space is limited. Email 
info@northparksd.org to join.

Dance. Design. Go!
Join The PGK Dance Project on 
the night of Nov. 23 for unforget-
table performances. The event will 
feature a “Chopped”-style compe-
tition between four distinguished 
choreographers with a $1,000 
dollar prize on the line. On top 
of that, there will be an amazing 
fashion show with PGK-inspired 
choreography! Audience mem-
bers are welcome to participate 
and be fully engaged in the night’s 
goings on. Don’t miss out on an 
inspiring display of choreography 
in competition, a dynamic fash-
ion show, amazing live music, de-
licious food, drinks, and phenom-
enal performances! The event will 
take place in the beautiful San Di-
ego Art Institute Balboa Park. 7-9 
p.m. Tickets are $15.

Wednesday, Nov. 27
Standup Comedy

Whistle Stop Bar returns with 
a night of fantastic standup 
comedy. Headlining is Ahamed 
Weinberg from Comedy Cen-
tral. Featuring Craig Phillip 
Conant, Monarey Elaine Mar-
tinez, Daunté Cordova, Myles 
Magallanes, Daniel Delgado, 
and Beau Hufford. Show starts 
at 8 p.m. and it’s only a $5 cover. 
2236 Fern St.

Thursday, Nov. 28

Thanksgiving 5K
On Thanksgiving morning, more 
than 6,500 people will participate 
in Father Joe's Villages' Thanksgiv-
ing Day 5K, one of San Diego's lon-
gest-standing holiday traditions. 
After families and pets in costume 
make their way through the loop 
around the iconic Balboa Park, 
they will cross the finish line to a 
holiday festival, complete with a 
pancake breakfast, children's ac-
tivities, characters like Santa Claus 
and cartoon favorites, a beer gar-
den and live music. Meet at Balboa 
Park – Spreckles Organ Pavilion 
and Plaza de Panama, 1549 El Pra-
do. $30 to $50, visit thanksgivin-
grun.org to sign up. 6:30-11 a.m.

Saturday, Nov. 30
Adams Avenue Spirit Stroll

The fifth annual Adams Avenue 
Spirit Stroll will take place from 
2-5 p.m., as part of the nationwide 
Small Business Saturday. Attend-
ees will be served holiday-themed 
cocktail tastes and sweet treats 
at 20-plus independently owned 
retail stops along Adams Avenue, 
from University Heights through 
Normal Heights and into Kens-
ington. Cocktail tastes will be 
created and served by 12 of Ad-
ams Avenue’s most talented bar-
tenders from the area’s top bars 
and restaurants. This extraordi-
nary small business celebration 
is limited to adults 21 and up (ID 
required). Adams Avenue Spirit 
Stroll tickets are $20.

North Park Live
We’re kicking off the holidays with 
a free community event in North 
Park! Join us for North Park Live 
from noon-4 p.m., where we will 
be showcasing 50-plus musicians. 
There will also be a live art demo, 
with raffled prizes. Celebrate the 
holidays with the North Park com-
munity all day long! We look for-
ward to seeing everyone come out 
for a fun day of live music and live 
art! 3000 University Ave. 

Craft Works North Park  
gallery reception

San Diego City College visual art 
students, faculty, alumni and 
friends are creating a crafts holi-
day shop in the Art Produce Gal-
lery space. Hand-made ceramics, 
glass, and fiber works, jewelry, and 
more will be featured as holiday 
gifts. Works sold support the stu-
dent entrepreneurs and commu-
nity projects at Art Produce Gal-
lery, a nonprofit organization. The 
Arts Entrepreneurship certificate 
program was recently created at 
San Diego City College to support 
students and artists. The exhibit is 
curated by San Diego City College 
art professors Terri Hughes-Oel-
rich and Anna Delgado. The shop 
will be open from Nov. 29-Jan. 4, 
2020. A gallery reception will be 
held from 5-7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 30, at 3139 University Ave.

Sunday, Dec. 8
Toyland Parade

A tradition unlike any other, the 
Toyland Parade will be celebrating 
its 56th year in North Park. Join us 
Dec. 8, to unwrap some holiday joy 
as the community comes together 
to put on a magical display of fes-
tive cheer! Come bright and early 

RECURRING EVENTS

Mondays

Lestat’s West Open Mic
Weekly open mic event hosted 
by Robby Robertson every Mon-
day, 6:30-11 p.m. at Lestat’s, 
3343 Adams Ave.
bit.ly/LestatsWest

Tuesdays

Introduction to Buddhism & 
Meditation

Join an all-ages introductory 
class to learn the basic Buddhist 
concepts as well as participate 
in a discussion and silent med-
itation. Weekly event led by Jeff 
Zlotnik. Free. 7-8 p.m. at Dhar-
ma Bum Temple 4144 Campus 
Ave. Also held on Saturdays at 
11 a.m.-noon
bit.ly/dharmabum

Thursdays

North Park Thursday Market
Shop at more than 90 tents for 
locally grown produce, season-
al grocery items, fresh food and 
hand-crafted arts and crafts. 
3-7:30 p.m. at 3000 North Park 
Way, stretching from 31st to 
Utah streets in North Park.
bit.ly/ThursMarket

Thursdays at the Ken
San Diego’s late-night jazz jam 
convenes every Thursday night 
at the Kensington Club. Hosted 
by musicians Ian Buss, Robert 
Dove and Hugo Suarez. $5. 10 
p.m.-1:30 a.m. 4079 Adams Ave. 
bit.ly/ThursKen

Fridays

Free Friend Friday
Looking for a co-working space 
with value-aligned social en-
trepreneurs, artists, nonprofit 
professionals and local startups? 
Collective Impact Center offers a 
complimentary day pass to use 
shared desks and office space. 
Bring your laptop and check 
in on social media with #cic-
freefriendfriday for free Wi-Fi. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. at Collective Impact 
Center, 3295 Meade Ave.
bit.ly/free-Fridays

Saturdays

Old Town Saturday Market
This street market features orig-
inal works from local artists in-
cluding paintings, jewelry, pho-
tography and more. Every Sat-
urday and Sunday. 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. at Harney Street and San 
Diego Avenue in Old Town.
bit.ly/OTMarket

Sundays

Hillcrest Farmers Market
About 175 venders offer a va-
riety of locally grown produce, 
hand-made arts and crafts, and 
fresh-cut florals at one of the 
city’s largest open-air markets. 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. on Normal Street 
between University and Lincoln 
avenues.
bit.ly/HillcrestMarket

to warmly welcome local schools, 
joyful marching bands, historic 
vintage cars, creative floats made 
by groups all within San Diego, 
and last but not least, Santa in a 
fire truck! Witness this cheerful 
parade marching down Universi-
ty Avenue, and making stops be-
tween Utah and Iowa Street. Fun 
for the whole family, this event 
is absolutely free, rain or shine 
and for all ages! North Park Main 
Street is also looking for people to 
join the parade or volunteer. Sign 
up at explorenarthpark.com.

12 San Diego Uptown News
November 15-28, 2019 sdnews.com

UPTOWN CALENDAR



Puzzle answers on page 14

Puzzle answers on page 14

 Uptown Crossword
Classics

San Diego Uptown News
November 15-28, 2019sdnews.com 13PUZZLES / FEATURE / ARTS

“I started finding injustice in all of 
this. Then I became an activist,” 
Silvas recounts. 

After that, Silvas joined San 
Diego County Historic Site Board. 
He was a part of the city of San 
Diego’s Historical Resources Board 
for 13 years, until he claimed he 
was kicked off by Mayor Kevin 
Faulconer. 

Silvas works as a Native 
American monitor on archae-
ological sites under the Native 
American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act, or as he says, he 
“takes care of dead people.” He is 
able to rattle off the different places 
in San Diego where graves have lit-
erally been paved over — a hand-
icapped parking spot in Hillcrest, 
a park in Mission Hills, a street in 
Old Town. 

While his performances are al-
ways directed toward the public, 
the information he shares is deep-
ly personal. Silvas explains he is a 
Juaneño, the name given by Father 

Junipero Serra to the Acjachemen 
Indigenous peoples of California 
who helped build the Mission of 
San Juan Capistrano. He recounts 
his childhood growing up in Old 
Town, cracks a joke about his 
grandfather, then talks about the 
founding of San Diego — a history 
inseparable from the history of his 
own family. 

“First we were Native 
Americans, then we became 
Spaniards, then we became 
Mexicans, then we became United 
States of Americans — and we 
never moved from our house,” 
Silvas said in a phone interview. 

His family has documented 
roots in many parts of California, 
including Old Town when it was 
the Kumeyaay village of Kosa’aay, 
as well as in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. Abel’s great-great-great-
great-great grandfather Miguel 
Silvas left an outpost in Sinaloa 
with other settlers from around 
the world and helped found San 
Francisco. In Rancho Santa Fe, 
the Silvas family was given a pro-
visional grant for a piece of land 
there from the Mexican governor 
in 1831. Five years later, when a 

new governor came to power, the 
land was handed off to Juan Maria 
Osuna, who built an adobe that 
is still standing today, under the 
name Osuna 1. His grandmother 
Clara’s grandfather Librado Silvas 
built an adobe in Del Mar, just 
north of where his own grandfa-
ther, Manuel Silvas, built an ado-
be in Old Town. These pre-Unit-
ed States ancestors make up the 
California side of Silvas’ family. 

Between his performances, Silvas 
has continued his advocacy. Silvas 
attended an Old Town Planners 
meeting where the group voted in 
favor of a plan to add a memorial 
to Presidio Park in honor of all the 
people buried in unmarked graves 
at the site. Silvas had already been 
tracing the history of those buried 
on the hill and has collected a list of 
hundreds of those buried there. He 
hopes to add those names to a me-
morial when funding is found. In an 
email, he described this work as “my 
baby for 25 years (literally, look at all 
the babies buried there).”

He was also integral in a now-
stalled effort to get federal recog-
nition for the Juaneño Band of 
Mission Indians (judges have re-
peatedly ruled against recognizing 
the tribe, which is based in Orange 
County). While federal recognition 
has failed to materialize, and with 
it tribal sovereignty, Silvas has con-
tinued to help govern the tribe and 
keep it together. More recently, he 
became the chair of the Old Town 
Band of Mission Indians to help pre-
serve and protect the graves at the 
Presidio. 

Silvas’ advocacy has grown 
from his family’s history and his 
own identity as an artist. “We 
observe society, and as artists, we 
reflect society,” he said. 

— Kendra Sitton can be reached 
at kendra@sdnews.com.

Silvas works the crowd ahead of his keynote address at the Cabrillo Festival. 
(Photo by Kendra Sitton)
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service GagaOOLala exists exclu-
sively for LGBT-related films. 

“Heavy Craving” made it to 
this international stage by trans-
gressing genre: although it rev-
els in the highly local humor of 
Taiwan, it also has elements of 
coming-of-age movies, family dra-
mas, and rom-coms. It even fol-
lows the plot of many sports films 
— if you count all the scenes at 
the gym with a screaming coach 
and one of the final scenes that de-
picts an epic beatdown between 
Ying-Juan and her better (read: 
skinny) self.

While much of the humor did 
not translate, there were still light 
moments. However, most of the 
raw film was spent empathizing 
with aspiring chef Ying-Juan as 
she faces the struggles of living 
in a society not built for her body 
and how she eventually gives in 
to those pressures. The audience 
bears witness to the tiny embar-
rassments of taking up space on 
public transit to greater injus-
tices like society’s general disbe-
lief regarding violence against 

fat bodies. When a man attempts 
to rape Ying-Juan, the attacker’s 
wife accuses her of lying because 
her husband would never desire 
such an ugly woman. 

Ying-Juan is buoyed by two 
friends she makes throughout the 
course of the film: a local delivery 
man and a cross-dressing student. 
The driver reveals he was once 
heavier, but lost weight after fac-
ing the same discrimination she 
faced. It is his words, “It is easier 
to change yourself than for the 
world to change,” that eventually 
convince Ying-Juan to try to lose 
weight — with disastrous results 
as she learns the consequences of 
changing herself to fit someone 
else’s ideals. 

Meanwhile, the disapproval 
of the cross-dressing student’s 
mother mirrors Ying-Juan’s rela-
tionship with her own. The cook, 
delivery driver, and student all 
showcase the pain of not fitting 
into society and the personal cost 
of trying to conform. 

Ying-Juan is a more complex 
character than is often allowed 
physically large characters. Her 
nuanced portrayal by newcomer 
Tsai Jia-yin pushes against the 
constant assumptions by other 
characters in the film that she is 

worthless if she remains the way 
she is. 

“Heavy Craving” deals with 
forms of discrimination that are 
often ignored and rarely make it 
into film. Its detailed documen-
tation of the slights and violence 
against a woman inhabiting a 
body deemed ugly by society lets 
an audience immerse themselves 
in an experience that may not be 
their own. While it is pitched as a 
comedy, moviegoers may cringe 
as often as they laugh. Still, the 
empathy and care extended to 
each character make it well worth 
seeing. 

“Heavy Craving” will be shown 
at MOPA at 12:30 p.m. on Nov. 16. 
Two other films that are part of 
the Asian Film Festival will be 
shown at MOPA later in the day. 
“Geographies of Kinship.” at 2:30 
p.m., is a documentary depicting 
the industry that peaked in the 
1980s of selling Korean babies 
to American families looking to 
adopt. At 4:30 p.m., the classic 
lesbian drama “Saving Face” will 
be shown 15 years after it first 
debuted and became an unlikely 
success. 

— Kendra Sitton can be reached 
at   kendra@sdnews.com.
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(619) 523-4900

POINT LOMA
LANDSCAPE
State Lic #783646

� Clean-up Yard
� Repair Irrigation
� Get Lawn Green 

Like Sunset Cliff 
Animal Hospital

� CALL TONY NOW!
tony@pointlomalandscape.com

RESIDENTIAL EXPERTS

Get Ready for the Holidays:

Cleaning Service
by Cecilia Sanchez

Family owned & operated
15 years experience.

Office, residential &
vacancy cleanings 

#1 vacation 
rental experts 

Free estimates
& excellent 
references

(619) 
248-5238

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Handyman with 

30 years experience

Many Skills

Hourly or Bid

Prompt, Affordable, 
Professional

Insured

Ask for Bob
858-454-5922

N
on-licensed

B i l l  Harper  Plum b i ng . com
Licenced Plumber

with years of experience in residential homes
Prompt, Professional and Affordable 

Phone Estimates, Cash Discounts

CALL BILL  619-224-0586
Lic #504044

(619) 795-9429
www.chuckiespainting.co

chuckgjr@cox.net
CA Lic. #925325

Chuckie’s 
Painting Company

You Call-We Haul!
No Job Too Small!

619-933-4346
www.iluvjunk.com

10% Senior 

Discount

Evictions, cleanouts, 

construction debris, 

tree trimming, etc.

• Bath & KItchen 
Remodeling

• Plumbing Repairs & 
Installations

•Heating and A/C 
Repair & Installations
Kitchen & Bath Showroom
Free Est imates

REMODELING

619-463-1600
8348 Center Dr. La Mesa

HAULING

ELECTRICIAN

Residential
Commercial

Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap
Sidewalks, Patios, Driveways, 
Stucco Cleaning, Dumpster 

areas, Gum removal.

619-460-8177
sdklean.com

CLEANING

PAINTING

PLUMBING

HANDYMAN

ATTORNEY

SERVICE DIRECTORY

REMODELING

REALTY
HEADQUARTERS
“Professional in Real Estate”

31 + Years of Dedicated Experience

Owner/Broker – License # 00547855

Office: 619-528-9773
Cell: 619-528-9773

Email: chuckoursler@gmail.com

CHUCK OURSLER

REALTOR

Dr. Robert A. Faillace AuD 
Dr. Lucia Kearney AuD

    
Hearing Aids 

Sales & Service    

3590 Camino Del Rio 
North # 201   

Located inside the 
Senta Clinic   
619-810-1204

Comprehensive 
Hearing Test

AUDIOLOGY LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPE SERVICE

GARDENER

CALL 619-464-4910

Expert Work. Reasonable Rates.
Sprinklers, Clean-ups, Tree

Trimming, Lawn Maintenance,
Drought Resistant, Drip Irrigation,

Weed Management And More.

• 40 Years Experience •
John McCue    LIC# 001283

GERMAN SETTER
TILE & STONE

Professional Tile
& Marble Setter
30 Years’ Experience

Contact
Jens Sedemund

619-415-6789
or jens@germansetter.com

Lic#872804

STONE/TILE

California BBQ 
& Oven Cleaning

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

We come to you!
You will be AMAZED by the

transformation!
• Polite & Professional staff
• On-time arrival
• Courtesy call prior to arrival
• Fully insured
• Safety inspection of all parts 
• 100% non-caustic cleaners

858.210.2034

CALBBQ.com

    
  

619-513-0424

SECR IVES
GNIPACSDL NAAS’OKSI

  & Repairs  

- Junk Remova
- Monthly Maintenance 
- Yard Clean Ups 
- Sod Installation

C

- SoSood IInsnsstataalllalatatitioioon
- YaYarardrd CCleleaeanan UpUpsps 
- MoMoontntthhlyly MaMaiainintnteteenanaancncece 
- Juununknk ReReemomovovavalal
- SpSpprrininnklkleleer Innsnsstatalalllalatattioioon

& ReReeppaiairirsrs 

O A
V

CACALALLL FOFOOR A FFREREEEE EESTSTTIIMAMATATTE

61619-9-5-515113-3--004242424

    
  

 619 513 0424   
LLicic # 110404411474779

6119 5113 044244

Loving Pet Care 
at Your Home

Call Mark
(619) 295-6792

DOG WALKING
PET VISITS

Since 2000

DOG WALKING

FREE ESTIMATES (619)755-9651

Regular Deep Cleaning
Move in/Out Services

WHITE GLOVE
JANITORIAL SERVICES
Family Owned - 18 years Experience 
•Quality Service •Great Pricing
Cleaning & handyman Services: 

•Commercial & Residential 
•Vacancy Cleaning 

•Free Estimates 
Excellent References

whiteglove-janitorial.com

619-884-6593

“When Quality Matters”

We specialize in complete 
interior & exterior projects

Kitchen 
Bath

Moldings
Baseboards

Flooring
Painting 

Remodels 
Stucco

Gutters 
Concrete
Windows
Waterprooing
Masonry 
Brickwork 
Drywall
and more!

Senior & Military Discounts 
Free Estimates from
owner John Gregg

619.665.0754
Member BBB • Lic. #950146 • doublegpainters.com

PAINTING

NEED HELP WITH
RUNNING ERRANDS   
grocery shopping, etc?
If need help please call 
Lori at 619-340-9426
for a quote.  

PERSONAL ASSISTANT

Water Heaters/Tankless • Drain Stoppages 
Toilets • Faucets • Garbage Disposals 

Camera Inspections of Drains
Water Softeners & Filtration
Heating & Air Conditioning

Indoor Air Quality
Electrical Repairs & Upgrades
Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

619.583.7963
ldealService.com

Lic#348810
Serving Sen Diego Since 1960!

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

AUTO DONATIONS

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800- 245-0398

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/Models 2002-
2018! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
985-1806 Place in Education

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Technician 
certification. Approved for military benefits. Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

HEALTH & FITNESS

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-889-5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Generic VIAGRA 100mg Generic CIALIS 20mg. 60 
pills - Only $55. 100% moneyback GUARANTEE! 
CALL: 888-669-9343

EDUCATION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

MEDICAL

CASH paid for your unwanted Inogen or Respiron-
ics portable oxygen concentrators! Call NOW for 
top-dollar offer. Agents available 24/7. No CPAP/
TANKS. 877-315-7116

MISCELLANEOUS

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-
2189

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, con-
struction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for [350 ] procedures. Call 1-877-308-
2834 for details. www.dental50plus.com/ cadnet 
6118-0219

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of 
Foreclosure? We can help stop your home from 
foreclosure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can 
help save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 
1-855-516-6641.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T's Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. 
Meet singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it 

FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANTED$$ GIBSON • 
FENDER • MARTIN. ALL BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and men-
tion 88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on your Long distance 
move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a million fam-
ilies find senior living. Our trusted, local advisors 
help find solutions to your unique needs at no cost 
to you. Call 1-888-316-0746

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAMILY with Vivint 
Smart Home. Call 844-475-6160 today to receive 
a FREE $50 GIFTCARD with your purchase. Use 
promo code: FREE50

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-877-338-2315 or visit 
http://tripleplaytoday.com/news

Struggling With Your Private Student Loan 
Payment? New relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. Good credit not 
necessary. Call the Helpline 866-969-3179 (Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm Eastern)

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-
648-6308 today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on 
the tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON 
SITE! Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGEN-
CY $20 OFF ANY SERVICE with coupon 42522! 
Restrictions apply. 1-866-969-2936

MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile Medical 
Alert System. Whether You're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-401-6993

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea developed affordably by the 
Research & Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for a Free 
Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 888-912-4745

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-833-872-2545.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work internationally. We do 
the work… You reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE 
Author’s Submission Kit: 866-951-7214

ESTATE SALE

Estate sale in La Jolla, Sun. Nov. 17th 8am-2pm. 
High quality antique furniture for sale & many small 
items. Hand carved solid wood French furniture, 
desks, tables, chairs, Persian rugs, China, crystal, 
glasses, oil paintings etc. $100-$1500 items; 755 
Silver St., La Jolla; (c) 858-386-3506

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! Call 
1-855-440-4001 Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 hr 
payment! BBB Rated A+ www.TestStripSearch.com.

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association 
we belong to has purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or give the 
client your checking, license ID, or credit card num-
bers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone 
it is illegal to request any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free 
numbers may or may not reach Canada.
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RICHARD T. WOODS
Broker Owner/Attorney
Woods Real Estate Services
930 W Washington St. Suite 1
San Diego 92103
BRE#01412706

richtwoods@gmail.com

619.347.9866
www.WoodsRealEstateServices.com

$2,740,000

Be amazed by one of San Diego's most unique homes. This 3 BR/ 3BA
historically designated mid-century modern home by architect Lloyd
Ruocco has Mills Act transfers to a deep propety tax discount. Only the
third time on the market since 1947, this stunning home is extensively
renovated for a modern lifestyle, but retains so many of Ruocco's original
design features.

1433 Putterbaugh St
3BR/ 3BA

WELCOME TO 
HARBORVIEW SENIOR 

ASSISTED LIVING

619-233-8382 • 2360 Albatross St., San Diego, CA 92101

HarborView Senior Assisted Living is a boutique assisted living
home located next to downtown San Diego in the Uptown
Banker’s Hills neighborhood. HarborView is dedicated to 
offering compassionate, individualized care and support 
services for residents living with Alzheimer’s or related demen-
tia. We also promote the physical, social, and spiritual aspects of
our residents’ lives. Our well-trained and considerate staff works
around the clock in this charming Italian renaissance chateau.

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
Call 858.270.3103 to get your property featured today!

North Park pulls out all the stops for Small Business Saturday
North Park is known for its hip 

and unique small businesses that 
offer one-of-a-kind gifts that you 
can’t find in traditional shopping 
malls. There’s the popular gift 
shop Pigment right around the 
corner from the vintage clothing 
and accessory shop The Girl Can’t 
Help It. And if there’s a dog lover 
on your list, Home and Hound has 
a tail-wagging selection. “People 
tell us they love shopping in North 
Park because our local business-
es curate an eclectic selection of 
gifts that can’t be found in other 
places in the city,” said Angela 

Landsberg, executive director of 
North Park Main Street (NPMS). 
“They also understand that there 
are very real economic and envi-
ronmental benefits to shopping at 
businesses owned by San Diego 
residents with locally made prod-
ucts.” There’s great community 
support for these ideals  — one 
shop is even named Simply Local 
and specializes in products only 
made by San Diego artists and 
craftspeople.

One way to support these local-
ly owned retail establishments is 
to start your holiday shopping on 

Small Business Saturday, Nov. 30. 
This year, North Park offers a one-
stop event complete with food, 
drinks, shopping, entertainment 
and even free transportation. 
The first-ever North Park Live, a 
special all-day music event spon-
sored by My Point Credit Union, 
elevates the holiday shopping ex-
perience. Not only will stores offer 
sale prices on popular items, but 
50 local artists will perform at 16 
local restaurants and breweries. 
Local favorites like North Park 
Beer Co. and Tamarindo will of-
fer free live entertainment from 

noon to 4 p.m. “You can get all 
of your holiday shopping done 
and take breaks for meals and 
drinks throughout the day,” said 
Landsberg. “Stop by the Small 
Business Saturday booth and 
show a shopping receipt and you’ll 
receive a gift from American 
Express.”

Landsberg said that NPMS 
and its Small Business Saturday 
partner, American Express, are 
providing a free trolley for the day 
so people can shuttle about safe-
ly. “North Park is very walkable, 
but often people appreciate a ride 

when they’re carrying shopping 
bags or just want to relax on their 
way to the next shop,” she said.

Additionally, NPMS and 
American Express have joined 
forces to unveil a new mural by 
local artist Bandit entitled “Love 
Thy Neighborhood.” “We told 
Bandit we wanted something 
that featured the individuality 
of North Park and we’re thrilled 
with what he’s creating,” said 
Landsberg. “The mural will be 
on the old Woolworth’s build-
ing on University Avenue and 
Illinois.”

A happy shopper in North Park (Photos courtesy North Park Main Street)

A local store open for businesses

Shoppers can find items made by San Diego artisans.
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NEW CLASSES START OCTOBER 28TH!
High employer
demand for
people with
office skills!

• Hands-On Learning
• Real-World Practice
• Small Class Sizes
• Flexible Schedules
• Placement Assistance

Receive a 20% Discount When You Get Hired!
√  Three-Month Admin Assistant/Microsoft Office Skills
√  Six-Month Accounting and Bookkeeping/QuickBooks

★ AMERICAN BUSINESS COLLEGE ★
7283 Engineer Road Suite H San Diego, CA 92111

theaccountingacademy.com VA

12/31/19

MICHAEL KIMMEL
Psychotherapist

Author of "Life Beyond Therapy"
in Gay San Diego

5100 Marlborough Drive
San Diego CA 92116
(619)955-3311

www.LifeBeyondTherapy.com

1/2V

Sycuan Casino

In memoriam: Enrique Gama
A gentle and kind Hillcrest 

fixture, Enrique Gama, passed 
away suddenly this past week. 
For decades, he was a constant 
presence at the Union 76 service 
station on Sixth and Robinson. 
He seems to have always been 
there. Passing away at age 54, 
he started work at that service 
station 28 years ago.

A gentle man with a kind 
word for all, he was scrupulous-
ly honest in all of his work but, 
more importantly, he always 
had a twinkly smile that said 
that everything would be OK.

If you looked around the lot, 

it was always filled with more 
than a dozen cars, often "beat-
ers" where those who are just 
scraping by knew that their car 
would be properly taken care of 
at the most reasonable price.

A number of his clients gath-
ered for a spontaneous memo-
rial on Tuesday, Nov. 12.  Their 
feelings were best expressed by 
one person who said: “While he 
was like a doctor for my car, he 
was a friend who had a caring 
relationship with me.”

A father whose daugh-
ter was recently engaged, he 
was the sole supporter of his 

Tijuana family. In a real sense, 
he was part of our Hillcrest 
family and we are poorer be-
cause we will no longer have 
him in our lives.

The family established a 
Go Fund Me account so that 
anyone who knew him, was 
touched by him, might make 
a donation to help defray his 
funeral expenses and to help 
them since he was their sole 
support.

http://gf.me/u/wpmj5y

— Written by Rene Smith, 
Hillcrest

the surrounding community.” He 
recalled, “When we added Rabbit 
Hole [3377 Adams Ave.], there 
were crowds of people outside 
watching our artist [Sean Dietrich] 
paint a mural on our brick wall. 
Everyone seems emotionally in-
vested in Normal Heights and that 
prideful energy is very contagious. 
… Rabbit Hole and Rosie O’Grady’s 
are timeless fixtures uptown and 
plan on being around for several 
years to serve their regulars.”

— Reach Dave Schwab at  
reporter@sdnews.com.
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