
Let them 
wear caps

Ken Williams | Editor

For most of his 48 years on this 
planet, Chuck Donk didn’t think twice 
about wearing caps or beanies.

“I’ve never really been a ‘hat’ per-
son,” he said.

But within the last year, Donk be-
gan collecting caps and beanies, but 
didn’t really like the ones covered with 
logos selling products that he didn’t 
necessarily like or endorse.

Donk — who has a house in Julian 
and a condominium in North Park — 
decided there must be a demand for 
logo-free headgear.

“I’ve always noticed people wearing 
beanies and caps, usually with big 
logos of some kind on them, and they 

were expensive,” he said. “I’ve always 
remembered one of the fi rst monthly 
clubs in the world, the Wine of the 
Month Club. Seems now that there 
is almost every variety of monthly 
clubs out there. With that in mind, I 
thought up the Beanie Cap Club, an 
online store for people who like to ac-
cessorize their wardrobe at a reason-
able price and logo-free.” 

Customers can choose a color pal-
ette or click the “surprise me” button. 

Here are fi ve questions with Donk:

1. What is the Beanie Cap Club, 
and why did you launch this in-
ternet business? 

Beanie Cap Club is a fun, econom-
ical online store to accessorize your 
wardrobe. Each month a beanie and/
or cap is delivered to your door. The 
styles and colors of the beanies and 

Adams Avenue
ready to get
Unplugged
By Margie M. Palmer

The 2017 edition of Adams 
Avenue Unplugged will take 
place on Saturday, April 29, 
and as in years past, attend-
ees will be able to enjoy a 
full day of music and food at 
some of the area’s premier 
restaurants, bars, galleries 
and coffee shops.

More than 100 perfor-
mances will occur on 32 
stages inside businesses 
along Adams Avenue in 
eastern University Heights, 
Normal Heights and 
Kensington. While the pop-
ular event will share many 
staples with those held in 
the past, a notable change to 
this year’s Unplugged is that 
it has been downsized from 
two days to one. 

“This is actually our 23rd 
year,” said Scott Kessler, 
executive director of the 
sponsoring Adams Avenue 
Business Association. He 
said Unplugged has under-
gone several refi nements 
since day one.

“It used to be called 
the Adams Avenue Roots 
Festival. Prior to that, it was 
the San Diego Folk Music 
Festival. This is all about 
keeping up with what works. 
For example, in the past we 

Mario Torero celebrates Latino/Chicano culture
By Lucia Viti

Mario Torero is a legend. 
The artist, teacher, cultural 
historian and community activ-
ist has made a name for him-
self far beyond the streets of 
San Diego’s Chicano Park and 
Barrio Logan. 

An international superstar 
determined to foster a global 
understanding of the artistic 
culture of the Latino/Chicano 
community, Torero travels the 
world painting larger-than-life 
murals. His vibrant, fl amboy-
ant and culturally expressive 
work can be found in Peru, 
Japan, Costa Rica, Spain and 
the Czech Republic. And in the 
Library of Congress.

Torero will reign among 350 
artists showcasing their work 
at the Mission Federal ArtWalk 
in Little Italy on Saturday, 
April 29, and Sunday, April 30. 

The University Heights res-
ident will replicate “The Eyes 
of Frida Kahlo,” a mural he 
painted in 1985 for San Diego’s 
fi rst ArtWalk. Torero’s original 
mural was destroyed, he said, 
by the “gentrifi cation” of San 
Diego. The new “more colorful” 
version will be featured at the 
corner of India and Fir streets. 

Determined not to let Frida’s 
eyes get destroyed twice, 
Torero will paint the 24-by-8-
foot mural on canvas, then glue 
and overlay on wooden boards 

“so that it can exhibited again.” 
“I want to preserve these 

eyes for the next generation 
of Chicano artists making a 
name for themselves,” he said. 
“Graffi ti art doesn’t last; it’s 
either cleaned off or torn down 
and thrown away. These eyes 
will not go to waste. I will cre-
ate something wonderful and 
beautiful and preserve it.”

Excited about a Chicano 
booth to “expose who we are,” 
graffi ti can-spray artists and 
classical brush muralists will 
stand “side by side instead of 
being ripped apart by time and 
generations.”

Working on art since his 
graffi ti days as a 16-year-
old tagger, the 70-year-old 
recently minted American 
citizen strives to facilitate a 
Latino/Chicano “movement.” 
Combining the words “artist 
and activist” into one, Torero 
labels himself an “artivist,” an 
art activist who highlights 
Barrio Logan artists “overshad-
owed and overlooked by many.” 
No longer the angry revolu-
tionary spray-painting walls, 
Torero works for those void of 
a political, environmental and 
social voice. 

see Profi le, pg 18

see Unplugged, pg 9

University Heights resident Mario Torero is famous for painting murals of revered Mexican painter and feminist icon 
Frida Kahlo, such as this one on a building. (Courtesy of Mario Torero)

see ArtWalk, pg 11

Two examples of caps (Courtesy of Beanie Cap Club)
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The McT Real Estate Group 
Gives Back!

by donating commission dollars from 
our 25th home sale to a local non-profit 

charity chosen by the community

Visit our website at 
MaryMcTSoldMe.com 

click on the 
25th Home Sale Logo 

and nominate your 
favorite local charity

12 Homes Sold
Year to Date!

25th 
Home Sale

Charity 
Program

MaryMcTSoldMe.com

McT REAL ESTATE GROUP
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Charity Program Homes Sold:
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Town council hears about 
hate crime, senator’s bills

By Mary M. McKenzie

Hate crime was the focus 
of this month’s meeting of the 
Hillcrest Town Council (HTC), 
held April 11 at the Joyce Beers 
Community Center. 

A distinguished panel 
shared the legal defi nition of 
hate crimes, ways to protect 
against them, and the appro-
priate response to them. All of 
the speakers agreed that hate 
crimes go beyond any particu-
lar administration.

Joel Day, executive director 
of the city’s Human Relations 
Commission, suggested that 
hate crimes refl ect a deep-seat-
ed hatred — not necessarily 
ideology, which is now common 
in public discourse. 

San Diego Police Offi cer 
David Surwilo elaborated on 
measures to protect oneself, 
such as using a buddy system, 
avoiding dark spaces at night 
and projecting self-confi dence. 

The Stonewall Citizens' Patrol, 
a volunteer neighborhood watch 
patrol group, was represented 
by its executive director, Sean 
Redmond, who also emphasized 
vigilance. Deputy City Attorney 
Sangwon Park addressed legal 
aspects of hate crimes.

A visit with state Sen. Toni 
G. Atkins preceded the panel. 
Atkins briefed the audience 
of about 50 people on her am-
bitious legislative agenda in 

Sacramento. After three years 
as Speaker of the Assembly, 
Atkins said she was excited 
once again to be involved in 
committees and working on 
bills dealing with health care, 
affordable housing, gender 
recognition, human traffi cking, 
and the state budget. 

During the “open comment” 
period, community members 

and public representatives 
shared information on the up-
coming international April 29 
climate march, recent changes 
in parking regulations that ex-
tend parking meter hours to 8 
p.m. in parts of Hillcrest, and 
the efforts of the Neighborhood 
Empowerment Alliance.  

HTC secretary Mary 
McKenzie invited communi-
ty members to join the Town 
Council for dinner to support 
Dining Out for Life on April 27.  

On May 11, the Town 
Council meeting will focus on 
immigration law and its chal-
lenges, featuring attorney and 
professor Lilia Velasquez.  

The Town Council always 
welcomes new guests and volun-
teers. If you have any questions, 
contact chair Kath Rogers at 
dognamedannie@gmail.com. 
More information about HTC 
is online at hillcrestowncouncil.
com. 

—Mary M. McKenzie is secre-
tary of the Hillcrest Town Council.v

State Sen. Toni G. Atkins updates the Hillcrest Town Council audience about her work in Sacramento. (Photo by Ken Williams)

David Vance, Hillcrest Town Council member at large, takes questions from the audience. (l to r) Panelists discussing 
hate crimes include Sean Redmond, executive director of Stonewall Citizens' Patrol; Joel Day, executive director of 
the city’s Human Relations Commission; and Deputy City Attorney Sangwon Park. (Photo by Ken Williams)

Hate crimes 
refl ect a 

deep-seated 
hatred — not 

necessarily 
ideology 

— Joel Day, executive 
director of the city’s 

Human Relations 
Commission
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MAD expansion proposed 
for east side of Hillcrest

Ken Williams | Editor

More homeless people, more 
trash and dirty sidewalks.

Citing these reasons and 
more, the Hillcrest Business 
Association (HBA) is proposing 
to expand the maintenance 
assessment district (MAD) that 
serves the eastern side of the 
neighborhood between the state 
Route 163 overpass and Park 
Boulevard.

HBA executive director 
Benjamin Nicholls explained 
the proposal to an audience of 
stakeholders gathered April 11 
at the second and fi nal public 
meeting about expansion plans. 
After the steps in the process 
are completed, stakeholders — 
business and property owners 
— must vote on the proposal by 
mail-in ballot, possibly as soon 
as this summer.

The east side of Hillcrest 
is being overrun by homeless 
people and beset by grimy side-
walks, litter and a perceived 
security problem, Nicholls said.

“This end of town struggles 
with trash and the homeless,” 
he said.

The area is currently served 
by the Hillcrest Boulevard 
Maintenance Assessment 
District, created in 2001 and 
managed by the city’s Parks 
and Recreation Department. 
The current district boundar-
ies include University Avenue, 
from 10th Avenue to Herbert 

Street, as well as the HUB 
shopping center.

With an annual budget 
of about $30,000, the Parks 
and Recreation Department 
maintains three landscaped 
medians on University Avenue 
between 10th Avenue and 
Normal Street,, and one 
on Normal Street, between 
University Avenue and Harvey 
Milk Street, which includes 
the Hillcrest Pride Flag and 
memorial.

The HBA proposes to ex-
pand the MAD and take over 
the management of the district. 
By assessing property and busi-
ness owners within the MAD, 
the new district would raise 
$278,000 annually. 

Nicholls said “homeless 
abatement” was the top priority 
of owners, who were mailed a 
survey that was designed to 
identify the area’s most serious 
problems. About 30 percent of 
the surveys were returned to 
the HBA, which Nicholls said 
was a higher-than-normal rate. 
He added that 27 percent of the 
responses were in support of 
the proposal, 3 percent were in 
opposition, and 70 percent did 
not respond.

Cleaning services — “gum 
everywhere, trash everywhere,” 
Nicholls said — and gardening 
and landscaping also ranked high. 

Litter and graffi ti would be 
removed, curbs and gutters 
cleaned, and sidewalks power 

washed. Trees and shrubs 
would be trimmed, trees 
planted or replaced, and side-
walks and medians would get 
landscaping.

Two zones proposed
Zone A would essentially 

retain the boundaries of the 
existing district — mostly busi-
ness properties — and is called 
a “special landscaping zone.” 
This zone is expected to have a 
budget of $206,000.

Zone B would include prop-
erties on Park Boulevard be-
tween University and Robinson 
avenues; properties on Normal 
Street between University 
Avenue and Lincoln Street; 

properties on Centre Street 
south of Harvey Milk Street, 
including the San Diego LGBT 
Community Center; and prop-
erties on Harvey Milk Street 
between Cleveland Avenue and 
Centre Street. This zone antic-
ipates a budget of $72,000, but 
doesn’t include landscaping and 
gardening.

Both zones would get 
homeless-outreach and side-
walk-cleaning services.

Two full-time “security am-
bassadors” would be contracted 
to patrol the area for eight 
hours per day, Monday through 
Sunday; engage with the home-
less, and offer to connect them 
with services to get them help; 
and aid visitors who may seek 
assistance. Stakeholders would 
get an “on-call number” to call 
the contracted workers 24/7, 
any day of the week. 

Cleaning services would in-
clude sidewalk litter pickup fi ve 
days per week, pressure wash-
ing once a month, and weekly 
dumpster removal. 

Zone A would only get gar-
dening services for the four ex-
isting medians, three pop-out 
gardens and street trees. The 
landscaping would be watered 
and cared for on a weekly basis.

Nicholls said administra-
tive costs would amount to 12 
percent of the budget, includ-
ing $25,000 for a program 
manager.

According to Nicholls, the 
proposal essentially reproduces 
the services provided by the 
Hillcrest Commercial MAD 
on the west side of Hillcrest, 
which is maintained by 
the HBA.

A consultant told stakehold-
ers how he was calculating 
rates for the proposed tax, and 
estimated that condominium 
owners would pay around $345 
annually and owners of larger 
businesses would pay up to 
$3,000 a year.

Mat Wahlstrom, a busi-
nessman who lives in Hillcrest 
and is a member of the HBA, 
questioned the need to expand 
the MAD when it is already 
the mission of the HBA to pro-
vide similar services. He said 
it would duplicate the services 
the HBA is supposed to offer 
already.

Nicholls said the problems 
have worsened in the years 
that have passed, and it is nec-
essary to raise additional mon-
ey to tackle all the issues.

Looking ahead
The proposal peers into 

the future and sees three 
factors that could impact the 
proposed MAD: the Normal 
Street Greenway; the SANDAG 
bike plan; and the Uptown 
Community Plan Update 
(CPU) that encourages densi-
ty along Park Boulevard and 
University Avenue.

The HBA acknowledges 
that it supports efforts to 
repurpose part of Normal 
Street, between University 
Avenue and Lincoln Street, 
into an enhanced pedestrian 
and gathering space. This ar-
ea hosts the weekly Hillcrest 
Farmers Market and civic 
events centered around the 
Hillcrest Pride Flag. The 
proposal notes the additional 
maintenance demands that 
would come if the Greenway 
project reaches fruition. 

SANDAG, the regional 
transportation authority, 
plans to install protected bi-
cycle lanes in Hillcrest — in-
cluding on University Avenue 
and Normal Street — where 
the proposed new MAD would 
be located. SANDAG pro-
poses to modify the medians 
in Zone A to create enough 
space for the protected bike 
lanes, but will not main-
tain the lanes or medians. 
That means the MAD and 
SANDAG would have to sign 
an agreement to maintain the 
improvements.

Lastly, the CPU offers 
growth incentives along tran-
sit routes, and the HBA said 
it anticipates that the MAD 
would need to grow as the 
neighborhood changes.

What’s next?
The consultant will com-

plete an Engineering Report 
to city offi cials, and the City 
Council must approve the 
proposal. Then the City Clerk 
would then mail ballots to 
stakeholders, who would have 
to approve the proposal. If it 
passes, the assessment would 
be added to the property tax 
bill of those who are affected.

—Ken Williams is editor 
of Uptown News and can be 
reached at ken@sdcnn.com 
or at 619-961-1952. Follow 
him on Twitter at 
@KenSanDiego, Instagram 
at @KenSD or Facebook at 
KenWilliamsSanDiego.v

Staying Connected
is Good Therapy...

WHO ARE WE?
Since 2013, DE-CLUTTER Your Life! has 
provided computer education and tech 
services to older adults, retirement 
communities, busy professionals and 
beginners throughout Northern and 
Southern California.

www.declutter-your-life.com
Contact us at 619.764.5804 or info@declutter-your-life.com

View us on

Personal • Residential • Corporate • Licensed and Insured
*Senior Citizen and Military Discounts*

FREE
30 MINUTE

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Exposure to computer education addresses issues of loneliness, 
isolation, depression, cognitive development, as well as enabling 
access to community resources; thus, fostering a sense of 
empowerment and an overall healthier senior community.

As your Technology Coach, we will provide expertise and personal 
assistance with iPhones/Androids, Apple/PC's, Social Media 
tutorials and introductions to innovative technology to save time 
and stay connected with friends and loved ones.

The boundaries for Zone A (marked in green) and Zone B (gold) in the proposed expansion of the maintenance 
assessment district on the east side of Hillcrest. Yellow marks the major streets in the district. (Courtesy of HBA)
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Earth Day allows us to renew our 
commitment to the environment

By Rep. Susan A. Davis

Earth Day, April 22, takes on 
added signifi cance this year as we 
are seeing environmental protections 
established by President Barack 
Obama being rolled back.

Using an obscure and seldom-used 
law, the Congressional Review Act 
(CRA), congressional Republicans 
and the Trump administration have 
been overturning a number of envi-
ronmental protections. These pro-
tections relate to clean air and clean 
water, protection of wildlife, and 
reducing pollution. 

Enacted in 1996, the CRA allows 
Congress to overturn an agency rule 
within 60 days of its enactment by 
the executive branch. Once a major-
ity of the House and the Senate ap-
prove a CRA resolution, it goes to the 
president for his signature. 

The CRA was recently used to 
overturn a number of key environ-
mental protections.

In order to end aggressive pred-
ator control practices, the Obama 
administration issued a rule to limit 
the killing of predatory animals un-
less it is based on sound science. The 
Obama rule prohibited the taking 
of mother bears and their cubs and 
luring brown bears with bait to kill 
them. This protection would also ban 
the killing of wolves and their pups 
at den sites and aerial shootings in 
national wildlife refuges.

Clean water rules weren’t safe 
either. President Obama put forth a 
protection to reduce adverse impacts 
of coal mining on groundwater and 
surface water, as well as fi sh and 
wildlife. 

This rule provided a proper bal-
ance between protecting our water 
and allowing the coal industry to 
provide coal as an energy source. 

The fi ght against climate change 
took a hit too. For decades, oil 
and gas companies have wasted 

methane — venting and fl aring the 
natural gas during the production 
process because it is cheaper than 
collecting it for use or sale. 

Methane is a useful natural re-
source when it is collected and sold 
but it is also a powerful greenhouse 
gas, even more potent than carbon 
dioxide. Methane waste increases 
rates of asthma and other respiratory 
illnesses.

President Obama issued a rule 
to require oil and gas producers to 
implement measures to reduce the 
release of natural gas into the atmo-
sphere, which would also have had a 
positive impact on the effort to com-
bat climate change. 

The majority used the CRA to 
overturn all of these common sense 
protections. Naturally, I resisted ef-
forts to roll back these rules. 

While these actions have an im-
pact nationally, San Diego continues 
to the lead the way in areas of pro-
tecting the environment.

After running second for years, San 
Diego was fi nally named the top region 
for solar energy installations. This is 
based on a report by the Environment 
California Research & Policy Center, 
which ranks major cities on the solar 
power they have installed.

San Diego has always been known 
as a leader in solar energy, but now 
we are the leader in solar energy 
across the nation. 

Solar energy has been a major 
job creator in our region, accounting 
for thousands of jobs. As we work to 
reduce the effects of climate change, 
solar will be a key component of 
the goal toward cleaner energy and 
cleaner air.

Those in Congress who believe 
in sound environmental protections 
will continue to resist efforts to undo 
them and will push for more pro-
tections, as well as promote cleaner 
forms of energy.

On Earth Day, thousands of 
Americans will gather across the 
country — a la the Women’s March 
in January — for a March for 
Science. San Diego will do its part 
with a rally and march Downtown. 

While we are experiencing frus-
trating setbacks now, I believe they 
are temporary. People are fi red up 
like never before. They are marching, 
they are calling their elected repre-
sentatives, and they are organizing.  

This bodes well for our future, the 
future of sound science, and our ef-
forts to protect the Earth — the plan-
et we call home. 

—U.S. Rep. Susan A. Davis rep-
resents Congressional District 53, 
which includes the San Diego com-
munities of Old Town, Kensington, 
Mission Hills, University Heights, 
Hillcrest Bankers Hill, North Park, 
South Park, Talmadge, and Normal 
Heights, as well as La Mesa, Lemon 
Grove, Spring Valley and parts of El 
Cajon and Chula Vista.v

U.S. Rep. Susan A. Davis
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Civita Boulevard off  Mission Center Road   civitalife.com

Civita is a master plan development of Quarry Falls, LLC. All information is accurate as of date of publication,  but information and pricing is subject to change at any time.

Join us for an afternoon of fun and games as we celebrate the opening of 

Mission Valley’s new 14-acre park. Festivities start at 11 AM with a formal presentation by 

city offi  cials, and the fun continues with live music, food trucks, exotic birds, hula hoops, 

tight-rope walking, yoga, basketball and kid’s soccer. Bring your furry friends too, they’ll 

love the new Bark Park! For a detailed schedule of events, visit civitalife.com.

Townhomes  |  Rowhomes  |  Single-Level Condos  |  Luxury Apartments

Get your fun on!
Saturday, April 29th, 11AM–3 PM

Grand Opening
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Springtime for the Craftsman
Mission Hills Heritage celebrates the 

Craftsman bungalow and provides advice 
and cookies for the people who own them

As historian and preserva-
tionist Robert Winter, author 
of “Craftsman Style,” likes to 
say, the Craftsman Revival has 
lasted longer than the original 
Craftsman movement. 

The fi rst Craftsman bunga-
lows began appearing in San 
Diego around 1905. By the 
time the United States entered 
World War I, in 1917, the hey-
day of the Craftsman was over. 

When production started up 
again after the war, a new style 
of house emerged, the historic 
revival — Spanish Revival, 
Tudor Revival, Colonial 
Revival. The nation’s mood 
had changed. The Craftsman 
house was modest. It was quiet 
and compact, thoughtfully de-
signed and executed. But the 
nation was in a boisterous and 
extravagant mood. The playful, 
make-believe nature of the re-
vival houses more closely fi t the 
Roaring ’20s. Flappers didn’t 
do stenciling.

Not that the Craftsman 
style completely disappeared. 
Builders continued to build 
them. And many of the Mission 
and Spanish Revival houses 
were Craftsman inside and 
Craftsman in layout. And 
Prairie — Craftsman’s close 

cousin — remained popular 
until the Great Depression put 
a stop to most residential build-
ing in the early 1930s. 

As for the Revival, it began 
in the early 1960s, with pub-
lication of Clay Lancaster’s 
“The Bungalow,” a book that 
said it was OK for archi-
tectural historians to take 
the Craftsman bungalow 
seriously. Robert Winter and 
David Gebhard’s “A Guide to 
Architecture in Los Angeles 
& Southern California” (1965) 
furthered the cause. This 
was a time when bungalow 
neighborhoods everywhere 
were being bulldozed to make 
room for freeways and apart-
ments. Winter, a professor at 
Occidental College who had 
discovered the Craftsman 
style through a visit to Greene 
and Greene’s Gamble House, 
continued to write and lecture 
on the subject, galvanizing 
homeowners in Pasadena who 
wanted to preserve the Arroyo 
Seco, where Greene and 
Greene and other Arts and 
Crafts designers fi rst estab-
lished the style. 

In the 1980s the American 
public — rather than just a 
few thousand homeowners — 
discovered Craftsman. Winter 
published “The California 
Bungalow” at the start of that 
decade, issuing in the era of 

coffee table Craftsman picture 
books. Stickley, the company 
that had publicized (and per-
haps named) the style in its 
magazine, The Craftsman, 
began manufacturing its 
Mission line of furniture 
again. The revival was fur-
thered by American Bungalow 
magazine, community groups 
and neighborhood associations, 
and a willingness by adven-
turous middle-class people to 
move back to the bungalow 
neighborhoods that in the ’80s 
and ’90s were associated with 
crime and urban blight. 

In San Diego, Save Our 
Heritage Organisation (SOHO) 
— which had originally been 
formed in 1968 to save some 
Victorians in the path of a 
freeway — turned its attention 
to Craftsman bungalows as 
well. 

Pasadena Heritage, an ad-
vocacy and preservation group 
formed in 1977, expanded its 
infl uence beyond Southern 
California in 1991 with its 
Craftsman Weekend, a bun-
galow lollapalooza featuring 
house tours, bus tours, walk-
ing tours, antique and contem-
porary furniture exhibitors, 
an auction, workshops and 
presentations. 

Even tract homebuilders 
got on board. Entire neighbor-
hoods of Craftsman-inspired 
houses sprung up. In Bend, 
Oregon, where 100 years ago 
fi ve saw mills churned out 
windows for Craftsman hous-
es, virtually all homes built 
in the late 1990s and early 

2000s were in the Craftsman 
or Prairie styles. Today, on 
the booming west side of 
town, even the strip malls are 
Craftsman. 

Last summer I was showing 
a friend the Arroyo Seco neigh-
borhood of Pasadena, where 
the Greene brothers launched 
their version of the Craftsman 
house at the turn of the 20th 
century. We were standing 
in front of the former home of 
Ernest Batchelder, the famous 
tile maker. I had just fi nished 
explaining that the house now 
belonged to Robert Winter, 
when a little sedan pulled to 
the curb, the passenger door 
swung open, and out came an 
elderly gentleman with a cane. 
As he straightened himself 
up, I realized this was Robert 
Winter. Bungalow Bob, as he 
was affectionately called, is 
the man who virtually sin-
glehandedly resurrected the 
Craftsman bungalow. (A claim 
I’m sure he’d deny.) 

It was an odd moment. I’d 
met Winter years ago, on a 
tour of his house. And I’d spo-
ken to him a few times there-
after. I reintroduced myself, 
and my friend, and told him I 
was pleased to see him doing 
so well. 

“It happens to be my birth-
day,” he said. “My 92nd birth-
day. We just went to lunch.” 
Then we talked about his house, 
and the neighborhood, and 
what he was up to. “A fi lm crew 
was just here the other day,” he 
explained. “They’re making a 
virtual tour of the house.” 

Bungalow Bob probably 
won’t be hosting many more 
house tours, holding forth 
in the living room with its 
fl oor-to-ceiling tile fi replace, 
telling stories about Ernest 
Batchelder, John Lloyd Wright 
and all the historical fi gures — 
and characters — he’s known 
over the years. Unfortunately, 
they haven’t yet come up with 
a Virtual Bob. But to keep the 
Craftsman Revival going, we 
could use one.

Loving the Craftsman
Mission Hills Heritage, 

a homeowner group that has 
fought mightily to prevent 
the destruction of that neigh-
borhood overlooking Presidio 
Park, is combining its annual 
walking tour with its annual 
lecture series on May 6. This 
year’s theme is “Craftsman, 
Then & Now: an Immersion 
Experience.” 

Kiley Wallace will talk 
about the history of the 
Craftsman movement and 
how to identify a Craftsman 
house. Lewis Barber will talk 
about how to make a modern 
Craftsman, and how to make 
your Craftsman modern. I’ll be 
moderating a panel discussion 
for homeowners who want to 
keep their Craftsman looking 
young, or at least younger 
than me. I’ll be joined on the 
panel by John Eisenhart, an 
historic architect and SOHO 
board member, who you’ve 
read about in this column; and 
Marc Tarasuck, an historic ar-
chitect who’s undertaken many 
restoration projects including 
Heritage Park, where SOHO 
and the city moved those 
Victorians from the path of 
Interstate 5 back in the 1960s. 

Homeowners will be invited 
to take part in the discussion, 
whether they have a very spe-
cifi c question about how to go 
about restoring something, or 
a colorful story about how they 
discovered it’s not a good idea 
to work with steel wool around 
an electrical outlet. There also 
will be a number of tradespeo-
ple on hand — in booths set 
up outside the auditorium of 
Francis Parker School. Most 
important, there will be cook-
ies, and they will be hand-
crafted, as the situation mer-
its. The only thing that will be 
missing is Virtual Bob. Maybe 
next year.

For more information, go to 
missionhillsheritage.org.

—Contact Michael Good at 
housecallssdun@gmail.com.v

Collectors: Join us for the Insiders 
ArtShow at the Plein Air Convention

APRIL 25-26, 2017 • 8A-8P • SHERATON SAN DIEGO HOTEL & MARINA

JEREMY LIPKING    JILL CARVER    JAMES GURNEY

QUANG HO    KARL DEMPWOLF                  THOMAS KEGLER

VELKO GEURGEVICH    THOMAS W. SCHALLER   ROOS SCHURING

           The 6th Annual Plein Air Convention & Expo will take place this spring 
        in San Diego. Original paintings by over 200 nationally known faculty and
           attendees will  be available for purchase. As a collector, you’re invited
              to attend and take advantage of this ideal opportunity to own some

                who created them.

LEARN MORE AT PLEINAIRCONVENTION.COM

HouseCalls
Michael  Good

An Old House owners dream come true: a clear historic photograph, taken 
while the front porch concrete was still wet from having just been poured.

Completely restored: The Craftsman style house as it looks today. (Sande Lollis)
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used to close the streets but 
now we set up stages inside 
restaurants and bars,” he said. 

“Sunday has always been a 
slower day so we wanted to see 
if holding it on Saturday works. 
We still think the same amount 
of people who came on both 
days will come on one.”

One thing that hasn’t changed 
is the quality of the performers.

Among this year’s headliners 
is former Byrds guitarist John 
York and his acoustic perfor-
mance will take place at 8:15 
p.m. inside the Normal Heights 
United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 4650 Mansfi eld St.  

York said he’s excited to re-
turn to the venue. 

“I played that room with 
Barry Maguire a number of 
times and I always thought I’d 
love to play [there] on my own. 
The sound in that room is phe-
nomenal,” York said. “I’ve been 

wanting to play more in San 
Diego and I haven’t been down 
there in a long time.”

York will be playing a few 
songs from the Beatles and the 
Byrds, but he’ll also be playing 
some of his own music.

“I would encourage anyone 
who has an interest in music 
from the ‘60s to come out be-
cause there are only a few off 
the real guys left. It’s quite 
easy to go hear cover bands 
but to hear musicians, that are 
the real musicians, it’s a rare 
opportunity now,” he said. “The 
church is a wonderful room for 
music and when you hear the 

acoustics, it’s a really lovely 
sounding room.” 

Kessler said that despite its 
evolutions, the festival contin-
ues to be well-loved by locals, 
visitors and music lovers alike.

“People come for all different 
reasons; some come for the 
food, some come for the people 
watching and others come for 

the music. People have come 
to expect quality music along 
Adams Avenue and that’s 
something we focus on with our 
festivals,” Kessler said. “I think 
what people like most is that 
they’re able to have a great 
time in great settings and just 
enjoy themselves. They get to 
experience the best of Adams 
Avenue. It’s a great community.

“We would encourage people 
to view the Adams Avenue 
Unplugged pages on our web-
site. We have links to all the 
artists, music samplings and 
schedules,” Kessler said. “We 
also have a mobile app that you 
can download for free which 
can help you plan accordingly.”

—Margie M. Palmer is a 
San Diego-based freelance writ-
er who has been racking up by-
lines in a myriad of news pub-
lications for the past 10 years. 
You can reach her at margiep@
alumni.pitt.edu.v

FROM PAGE 1

UNPLUGGED Adams 
Avenue 

Unplugged
Saturday, April 29

From noon to 10 p.m.

From Texas Street in 
University Heights to 
Marlborough Drive 

in Kensington

Schedule: 
bit.ly/1QEicZWJohn York, former Byrds guitarist, to perform at Normal Heights United Methodist 

Church as part of Adams Avenue Unplugged on Saturday, April 29. (YouTube)

For Hillcrest density
(Re: “Uptown Planners feel 
disrespected,” Vol. 9, Issue 7 or 
online at bit.ly/2pPEkIe)

I’ve lived in Hillcrest for al-
most two decades and I’ve seen 
our neighborhood lag behind in 
development as other neighbor-
hoods in the city, such as Little 
Italy, East Village and North 
Park, have become more vibrant 
and livable, and more inviting.  

Hillcrest is a great 
neighborhood in a city of 3 
million people. It is not a 
village. Perhaps the development 
of denser, higher structures 
along busy traffi c corridors, 
like Fourth and Fifth avenues, 
and University Avenue and 
Washington Street, can lead 
to new businesses and growth. 
Having more people living 
and working above street-level 
shops can create more viable 
businesses for them to access. 

 The taller structures already 
built in Hillcrest — the Village 
Hillcrest complex, the apartments 
and condos on Park Boulevard 
and Fifth and Sixth — are not 
negatively impacting the char-
acter of the neighborhood. In 
fact, the Atlas complex on Fifth 
Avenue has enlivened and re-
newed businesses and restau-
rants in the 3500 block of Fifth 
Avenue — and this was the only 
major construction project in two 
decades in central Hillcrest!  

Now, a proposed building, on 
a parking lot, is looked upon as 
a negative to Hillcrest. I don’t 
understand.

I did get a good chuckle from 
Ann Garwood’s remark. She op-
posed the project because “if a res-
ident spits off the balcony, some-
one might get hurt!” She must 
walk around with trepidation in 
her neighborhood of Bankers Hill 
in fear that someone will spit on 
her from one of those balconies on 
the towering apartments and con-
dos on Fifth and Sixth avenues!  

Oh well, I hope the silent 
majority will encourage new 
construction in Hillcrest. It 
was, still is, and yet can still be, 
a great neighborhood.
—Thomas Hemlock of Hillcrest, 
via email to ken@sdcnn.com

All of this infi ghting is 
really becoming an embar-
rassment for the Uptown com-
munity. Why is it that it is the 
same people over and again 
objecting to any development 
in Uptown? Nancy Moors, 
Ann Garwood, Tom Mullaney 
and Mat Wahlstrom, etc.? 
These obstructionists are the 
minority here and are mak-
ing any hope for growth and 
development a nightmare for 
property owners. 

No wonder Hillcrest looks like 
a shanty and any smart busi-
ness person is moving setting 
their sights on North Park and 
Little Italy. I hope Ken Williams 
continues to cover the “volunteer 
advisory board and their cronies.” 
By the way, “advisory board” is 
just that; the City Council will 
move forward because they are 

LETTERS

see Letters, pg 19

Zzymzzy Quartet performs (AABA)

(above) A group performs at Sycamore Den in Normal Heights at a previous Adams Avenue Unplugged event. (r) Duo 
entertains an audience. (Courtesy of Adams Avenue Business Association)
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Portraits of the homeless 
South Park artist advocates for ‘invisible people’ 

By Lucia Viti

Neil Shigley is more than an 
artist. The painter, printmaker 
and educator is an advocate for 
what he calls the “invisible peo-
ple” and what society labels the 

“homeless.” 
Incredibly moving, at times 

haunting, large-scale print 
images capture his vision of 
the homeless “human fi gure.” 
Shigley shares the plight of the 
homeless through an artistry 
that exhibits its face.

“Portraits overfl ow with 
character that’s hard earned 

through years living on the 
streets and the daily struggle 
for survival,” he said. “Nobility, 
beauty, strength, and vulnera-
bility are present, if we choose 
to look. Large formats bring 
the homeless into focus to make 
them visible, to force us to con-
front their human condition.” 

The South Park resident will 
show his work at this year’s 
Mission Federal ArtWalk in 
Little Italy on April 29-30. 
Hosting two booths, one to dis-
play his homeless portraits, the 
second for a series of celebrities, 
Shigley intends to highlight the 

“difference between the haves 
and have nots.

“ArtWalk’s an amazing, awe-
some city event that brings 
thousands of people together 
in one spot to celebrate art,” he 
said. “By creating art of the 
homeless, I hope to expose and 
humanize the concept and open 
a doorway for refl ection.”

A chance encounter launched 
Shigley’s foray into the world of 
the homeless. While attending 
an art opening in Little Italy 
in 2005, he locked eyes with a 
homeless man. 

“Stunned at the intensity of 
his face, my friend suggested 
that I compose a portrait of 
him,” he said. “I didn’t give it 
a thought — at fi rst. But as I 
walked through the art exhibit, 
I saw his face through every 
bright light and every art piece 
hanging on the wall. I went 
back outside but he was gone. 
And I’ve been searching for 
that face ever since.”

A week later, Shigley passed 
another homeless man, but this 
time requested and received 
permission to create a portrait. 
He snapped a photograph, 
admitting that “I’m not a pho-
tographer,” and thus began his 
endeavor to serve as a beacon 
for the homeless. The artist 
uses photographs and subject 
“interaction” as building blocks 
to create his woodblock por-
trait series. 

“I talk to each individual for 
as long as they let me,” he said. 

“I soak in their stories, asking 
them where they’re from; how 
they landed on the streets; 
and what the fi rst day of be-
ing homeless was like. Stories 
cross the board — epic, mun-
dane, bizarre and tragic. The 
more I learned, the more in-
terested I became in chronic 
homelessness, an issue that 
leaves me with no answers.

“People treat homelessness 
like it’s a monolithic issue, 
but it’s not,” he continued. 

“Homelessness is about Willy 
who lost his job and Ruth who 
escaped domestic violence. It’s 
the story of a young woman 
raised in a gang, roaming 
homeless through the streets 
of LA. Pregnant at 16, she 
was the mother of three by age 
20. She fl ed to Father Joe’s 
Villages in San Diego with her 
children, received job training 
and placed her children in The 
Monarch School. She’s a suc-
cess story. She’s a hero. 
I have two children 
— ages 6 and 8. I can’t 
imagine being home-
less for one night much less 
with three children to protect. 
Children without parents or 
role models are most at risk for 
homelessness. No one dreams 
of living of the street. I can’t 
help but feel compassion.”

Dwelling on the story be-
hind the face: “Light cascades 
across the landscape of a hu-
man face and words in my head 
infl uence my art,” he said. 

Shigley carves into a wood 
block, paring white spaces and 
shapes before rolling the block 
with ink and hand-pressing the 
image on paper. He also carves 
into plexiglass with a fl exible 

shaft drill. The 62-year-old be-
came hooked on working with 
large wood block prints in the 
late 1980s when Bern Hogart, 
a famous artist and illustrator, 

“gave me the opportunity to 
work on a 6-foot-tall, wood block 
print,” he said. “I was hooked.”

He describes the art of 
printmaking as a long process 
contemplating and focusing for 
hours. 

“Printmaking isn’t defi nitive,” 
he explained. “I never know 
what to expect until I pull the 
paper off the print. Painting 

allows you to modify the image. 
Printmaking is different. You 
wait until the end to see it all.” 

Shigley attributes his ar-
tistic origins to his father, an 
architect who served in the 
military. 

“My father’s art sense is the 
reason for my homebrewed 
fl avor for art,” he said. “He 
painted and drew renderings of 
our residences and travels. He 
immersed the family into the 
culture and art of every area 
that we lived, and we lived 
everywhere — Europe, the Far 
East and all over the U.S.”

He studied painting and print-
making at San Diego State for 
more than 10 years, attending 
every class that related to art 
including human anatomy, art 
history and illustration. He was 
then awarded a full scholarship 
to Art Center College of Design 
in Pasadena. Not only did he 
graduate with honors, he served 
as the fi rst commencement 
speaker in the school’s history. 

Shigley then took his talent 
to New York and became an award- 
winning free-lance illustrator. 

“I walked the streets of a city 
full of energy showing my port-
folio to publishers, magazines, 
design fi rms and ad agencies,” he 
said. “While I had a robust career 
as an illustrator — I worked for 
many Fortune 500 Companies 
— I still pursued my fi ne art. I 
left for San Francisco fi ve years 
later before heading back to San 
Diego.”

The artiste is presently 
working on female portraits. 

“Homeless women are 
so vulnerable,” he said. “A 
21-year-old woman, home-
less since age 14, showed 
me names written on 

a wall. She knew what 
happened to every single 
person: Who died, who was 

in jail, and who suffered 
from AIDS. She was a victim 

of several rapes and said that 
she didn’t care if she died. It was 
really sad. We stood 100 feet 
from the main road, hidden in a 
world of people living in the river 
banks. The homeless population 

is a society living under 
our feet.”

By raising aware-
ness, the activist is determined 
to “affect” others to look at the 
homeless differently. “I hope to 
raise awareness for the viewer 
to see respect instead of dis-
dain,” he concluded. “These are 
real people. This is human life.”

Shigley’s homeless portrait 
series has been on display at 
the National Portrait Gallery 
in Washington, D.C. and San 
Diego International Airport. 
He also teaches at SDSU, the 
institution that he said has cap-
tured his “heart and soul.” 

—Contact Lucia Viti at 
luciaviti@roadrunner.com.v

Neil Shigley with a portrait of homeless man he has met (Courtesy of the artist)

This is Bella, a homeless person Neil Shigley met. (Courtesy of the artist)

This is Dave, who lives on the streets

Real Estate Loans

We offer Commercial, SBA, Residential

Fast response. Fast Funding
Purchase – Refinance- Cash-out 

Flexible “Portfolio” underwriting

4493 Ruffin Rd, San Diego, CA 92123

(858) 270-5881

M E M B E R
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Vintage Home Owners
Foundation Checkup

www.raisedfoundationrepair.com
619.961.1006

TM

Don’t Be An Ouch House

FREE
Thru Memorial Day

Be Moved by the Creative Spirit

Uptown residents, please join us at the 
Talmadge Art show where 70 artists will be 

selling their homemade craft including
jewelry, glass, paintings, clothing, sculpture, 

gourds, purses, hats and more.
The Talmadge Art Show is in its 24th year, with 

shows in May and November and pop ups 
happening 1-2 times a year in various locations 

around San Diego. More information at 
www.talmadgeartshow.com including directions, 

list of artists and applications for each show. 
Information also at 619-559-9082.

Sunday, May 7, 2017
10am-4pm

Liberty Station Conference Center
2600 Laning Rd. San Diego

Off Harbor Drive just past the airport

“I’m an artivist with no 
abstracts,” he said. “Society 
rejects the word Chicano, but 
we’re proud of our often, mis-
understood identity. The root 
of street art is the Chicano 
muralist. Our art refl ects our 
culture, our psychology and our 
history. Our murals stand out 
from easel paintings.” 

Torero studied traditional 
Mexican muralists to shape 
his murals into expressing 
philosophies and delivering 
messages. He traversed com-
munities, schools and univer-
sities seeking ideas to transfer 
into compositions that “refl ect 
the people and their communi-
ties.” According to Torero, by 
working with the community 
he empowered the community. 
The response within the media 
was overwhelming. Demand for 
his work became widespread. 

“I’m an artist that initiates 
and follows universal revolu-
tions,” he said.

 And so, he has. Torero 
travelled to the Czech Republic 
following its 1989 Velvet 
Revolution, commonly referred 
to as the Gentle Revolution, a 
peaceful overthrow of power 
that ended 41 years of com-
munist rule. Welcomed by the 
Linhart Foundation, an inde-
pendent, nonprofi t “alternative 
culture” organization, Torero 
was “kidnapped” to paint on 
the John Lennon Peace Wall. 
His mural was captured on a 
photographed later displayed at 
the Smithsonian Institution.  

Born in Lima, Peru in 1947, 
Torero’s artistic legacy began 
with his father —  renowned 
artist Guillermo Acevedo. 
Acevedo left a successful adver-
tising agency in Lima because 
of political unrest. The adven-
turer boarded a fi shing boat 
travelling to San Diego — then 
the tuna cannery center of the 
world — and arrived here in 
1960. Mario was 12. 

“My father fell in love with 
everything about San Diego: 
the weather, the Mexican peo-
ple, the ocean and especially 
the eucalyptus trees, because 
they reminded him of Peru,” he 
said. 

Torero’s life as revolution-
ary began during his service 
as a merchant marine, a job 
forced upon him by his father 
to “keep him out of trouble.” 
Torero and crew members 

“mutinied” against the ship’s 
captain for steering them in-
to danger. Experiencing the 
power of democracy fi rst-hand, 
Torero devoted his life to cre-
ating change. “There’s no room 
for regret in his world, only 
self-awareness and self-im-
provement,” he said.  

Raised in the Barrio, Torero, 
along with his father, became 
artistic and infl uential leaders. 
Often gracing magazine covers 
and news stories, they gar-
nered a sense of pride for young 
Latino artists active in the 
Chicano movement. “Famous 
Latinos were non-existent 
before the ‘70s,” he explained. 

“My father was admired and 
respected by the city and the 
art world, even though he was 
brown.”

The duo opened The Acevedo 
Art Gallery, which later became 
the fi rst multicultural arts cen-
ter that remained in existence 
for almost two decades. The 
center was closed to make way 
for the building of Horton Plaza. 
East Village Arts became their 
“reincarnated” cultural center, 
which was then replaced by 
Petco Park. Torero again wit-
nessed the destruction of his 
art for the gentrifi cation of San 
Diego, including his “Eyes of 
Picasso” painted on the walls of 
the Reincarnation Arts Center. 
After the mural and the venue 

were destroyed, Torero returned 
to the Barrio and established 
the Barrio Logan East Village 
Art District.

“Ten years later, we fl ourish 
and thrive with a renewed sense 
a pride to foresee a better fu-
ture,” he explained. “Before our 
future was a constant battle of 
survival. The city realizes how 
important The Barrio Logan 
is because of Chicano Park, 
which has now been declared a 
National Historic Park. It’s im-
portant not just for Chicanos but 
for all of San Diegans.”

The “mover and shaker” 
continues to break down racial 
and social barriers to protect 
the cultural, artistic Chicano 
movement, Chicano Park and 
the Barrio Logan.  

“As one of the founders of 
Chicano Park, it’s my job to use 
my art to build community,” 
he said. “My art is a call for 
action on many levels — polit-
ical, spiritual and emotional. 
Chicano Park is a Chicano 
legacy. Our murals revive and 
rejuvenate an art that has 
history.”

The self-defi ned leader 
in social art justice and the 
“American Art Revolution” 
teaches Cosmic Art workshops 
at his University Heights 
Mundo Gallery Healing 
Studio as well as Chicano 
Park. His Cosmic School of 
Art touts a philosophy that 
“nurtures the inner, creative 
genius inherent in all of us.” 

“My artivism drives my 
intellect and my art,” he said. 
“I’m a street teacher that 
heals through art and philos-
ophy. My art is my tool. My 
art is a weapon of construc-
tion. For those who struggle, 
my art elevates the souls of 
humanity.”

 Torero plans on working 
as an artivist until “I drop in 
the bull-fi ghting arena with 
one last stroke.” Worried that 
future gentrifi cation projects 
will “kick out or destroy the 
cultural and historical signif-
icance of Latino/Chicano art,” 
Torero strives to implement 
a Barrio Logan Art District 
that hosts galleries inclusive 
of artists of every nationality.  

“I dare to forever challenge 
social limitations and self-im-
posed obstacles,” he concluded. 

“I — we, the Chicano move-
ment — will never stop ques-
tioning our world or seeking 
answers through our art.”

—Contact Lucia Viti at 
luciaviti@roadrunner.com.v

Mission 
Federal ArtWalk 

Between Ash and Grape 
streets (Little Italy)

11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, April 29

and Sunday, April 30

FROM PAGE 1

ARTWALK

Mario Torero of University Heights

 HELP WANTED

Contact David Mannis (619) 961-1951 • david@sdcnn.com

San Diego Community News Network, (SDCNN.com), has an opening 
for an advertising sales representative to join our six-newspaper 
publishing company to sell print advertising and our digital products. 
Our newspaper group includes San Diego Downtown News, San 
Diego Uptown News, Mission Valley News, Mission Times Courier, 
La Mesa Courier and Gay San Diego.

Deposit rates and terms are available. Fees may reduc
April 17, 2017

e earnings. No minimum
balance requirement to earn APY.  Rates subject to change without notice.

4493 Ruffin Road, San Diego, CA92123
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Meal discoveries inside a liquor store

Other than ducking into 
Fiori’s Pizza & Deli for an 
occasional Lotto ticket and 
a fast slice of pizza, I never 
focused much on the menu 
board hanging over the food 
counter until recently. 

To my surprise, the nearly 
40-year-old liquor store con-
ceals a grill and deep-fryer in 
a room behind the pizza ovens, 
which means items such as 

burgers, Philly cheesesteaks, 
Buffalo chicken wings, fried 
shrimp and veal-lamb gyros 
are sold here. There are also 
several pasta dishes in the 
offi ng. Though listed on the 
board, the items are upstaged 
by copious options for tradi-
tional and specialty pizzas 
heading the menu.

Fiori’s has more or less 
passed my litmus test for piz-
za. The dough is made onsite 
and then stretched and tossed 
in plain view, resulting in a 
satisfactory crust that is nei-
ther insipid nor sensational. 
Sizes range from 14 inches to 
20 inches at prices that fall 

comfortably below the local 
competition while slices cost 
$2 or $2.50, depending on 
their toppings.

The sauce is also house-
made despite its restrained 
measures of oregano and spic-
es. Yet while delving deeper 
into Fiori’s menu over a few 
visits, the sauce-less Blanco 
pizza crowned with ricot-
ta cheese, garlic and fi nely 
chopped broccoli has become 
one of my favorite vegetarian 
pies in town. The ingredients 
are tastefully balanced. 

A cheeseburger I ordered 
was mediocre in comparison — 
not quite the half-pounder 

stated on the menu. I’d ven-
ture to guess the patty was 
pre-formed by a major suppli-
er, given the perfectly shaped 
disk it was. The saving graces 
were the freshly sliced red 
onions and crisp shredded 
lettuce inside the toasted bun, 
as well as the accompanying 
french fries served hot and 
golden brown.

In that same visit, while 
seated at one of two tables in-
side the store, I tried the Greek 
salad, which was loaded into a 
large plastic container and fi lled 
deeply with fresh iceberg lettuce. 
Though generously adorned 
with creamy feta cheese, 
Kalamata olives, ripe tomatoes, 
cucumbers and onions, I was 
left with vast amounts of lettuce 
after the garnishments had run 
their course.

Some nights later I ven-
tured into more daring terri-
tory by phoning in a pickup 
order for a Philly cheesesteak 
and chicken wings. I had 
never purchased either from 
anyplace other than an estab-
lished eatery or restaurant, let 
alone a neighborhood liquor 
store where you can’t see or 
smell food cooking except for 
the pizzas.

The cheesesteak was actu-
ally very good with its tender, 
chipped beef strewn with 
grilled green bell peppers and 
onions. Topped with melted 
mozzarella and served in a 
fl uffy torpedo roll sporting 
toasted edges, it’s well worth 
the $6.99 price tag if you can 
live without Cheez Whiz and 
higher grades of meat used in 
establishments that specialize 
in the sandwich.

I requested the chicken 
wings extra crispy and they 
were cooked as such. The 
menu states they’re sold by the 
dozen. I only got 10, which 
was no big deal except for the 
fact they were over-sauced. 
Had they been shaken in the 

Buffalo-style sauce instead of 
doused and served with stur-
dier blue cheese dressing, I’d 
have given them greater love.

Other menu choices include 
jalapeno poppers, lasagna, rav-
ioli, and assorted hot and cold 
sandwiches such as Italian 
sausage, eggplant Parmesan, 
meatball, roast beef, pastrami 
and more, all at impressively 
reasonable prices. 

Fiori’s also delivers within 
a 3-mile or so radius through-
out Uptown. And with valid 
ID, you can perk up your meal 
with booze brought right to 
your door from the store’s vast 
selection of spirits, wine and 
craft beer.

—Frank Sabatini Jr. is the 
author of “Secret San Diego” 
(ECW Press), and began his 
local writing career more than 
two decades ago as a staff-
er for the former San Diego 
Tribune. Reach him at fsabati-
ni@san.rr.com.v

Restaurant
Review 
Frank Sabatini Jr.

Fiori’s Pizza & Deli
3981 Eagle St. (Mission Hills)

fi orispizza-spirits.com

Prices:  Salads, $2.99 to $7.99; fried foods, $1.99 to $6.99; 
hot and cold sandwiches, $4.99 to $6.99; pasta dishes, 

$4.99 to $8.99; pizzas, $7.99 to $18.99

Greek salad

The Philly steak 
sandwich

Fiori’s 
blanco 
pizza

Fries are included 
with the burgers

The store’s menu goes beyond pizza and deli sandwiches (Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Pizza dough is made and stretched 
onsite. (Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

12 San Diego Uptown News | April 21 — May 4, 2017 sdcnn.comDINING



TITLE SPONSOR PREMIER 
SPONSOR

PERFORMANCE  
STAGE SPONSOR

OFFICIAL  
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  

PARTNER

OFFICIAL HOTEL SPONSOR

FREE ADMISSION    More than 350 Visual Artists    Interactive Mural Projects
San Diego’s Top Music and Dance Groups    Interactive Art for Families at KidsWalk

Little Italy  Downtown  San Diego
April 29-30, 2017   11am-6pm
MissionFederalArtWalk.org     @ArtWalkSD

V I V I D E XPRESS I ON

SAN DIEGO’S ORIGINAL FINE ART FESTIVAL
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MONDAY MUGS

Nearly a year after the 
quasi- Irish pub O’Hungry’s 
came under new ownership and 
switched to Hungry’s Kitchen 
& Tap, the original sign still 
hangs over the entrance as if 
nothing has changed. No web-
site exists either, which further 
conceals the fact that the menu 
has been revised and the inte-
rior was remodeled.

Tourists to Old Town may 
never know the difference, 
although to this local on the 
recent prowl for a beer fi x, the 
establishment’s reincarnation 
is refreshing.

The 50-ounce yards of beer 
remain in the offi ng, although 
they aren’t discounted during 
happy hour. Also in place are 
the heavy wood tables that 
have seen their fair share 
of merriment over the years. 
But with a renewed bar and 
tap system installed, and 
olive-green walls fi lled neat-

ly with framed 
photography, 

the atmo-
sphere is lighter and feels more 

European than it did before. 
Weekday happy hour points 

to a rotating schedule of spe-
cials from either the kitchen or 

the taps, or both. 
On Mondays, for example, 

the deal affords you mugs 
of select craft drafts for $3 
each. Or on Tuesdays you 
can score a taco and “tall 
boy” can of beer for $10.

Wednesdays are for 
burger and Coke lovers, 
when the combo is priced 
also at $10. Beer re-enters 
the fold on Thursdays 

as craft pitchers are $20 
apiece while the following 

day pints sell for $5. 
I kick-started the week 

with a couple of Monday mugs, 
starting with Stone’s fruit-for-
ward Tangerine Express IPA. 
I would have ordered a second 
mug had the waitress not 

tapped out the remaining sup-
ply, which fi lled the frosty glass 
only three-quarters. Because it 
fell short, she kindly took it off 
my bill.

Two other beers listed on 
the hard-to-read mirrored 
menu were also sold out — Iron 
Fist’s chocolate-mint stout 
and Absolution’s “cardinal 
sin” red ale. So I settled for 
one of my old standbys, Cali 
Creamin’ vanilla cream ale 
by Mother Earth. Light and 
malty, I don’t recall paying only 
$3 for a full mug of it at other 
establishments.

From the regular menu I 
ordered a hot Bavarian pret-
zel ($5.95) served with a gen-
erous portion of beer cheese. 
The pretzel was hot and deli-
cious, but the electric-yellow 
cheese was forgettable due 
to its lack of tang and nary a 
hint of beer.

Though while perusing the 
new menu in eyeshot of those 
slender yard-long beer glasses 
racked at the bar, I’ll likely 
return for lunch or dinner to 
sample the kitchen’s fi sh and 
chips or Tijuana-style hot dog 
or Swedish-style meatballs 
served with mashed potatoes 
and lingonberry sauce. Beer, 
of course, will be the requisite 
beverage of choice.v

Come On 

Get Happy!
Dr. Ink

RATINGS
Drinks: CCCCThe taps feature craft beers exclusively, although only about 
half of them are discounted during happy hour, and a few 
were sold out by the middle of the afternoon. 
Food: CCCI only tried the Bavarian pretzel served with fl avorless beer-
cheese sauce in a soup cup. Mustard would have been a better dip. 

Value: CCCCYou’ll save on average about 20 percent on the food and drink 
specials, which rotate throughout the weekdays.

Service: CCDespite fast service and not being charged for an under-fi lled 
mug of beer, the two waitresses on duty were rather brusque 
and unwelcoming when interacting with customers. 

Atmosphere: CCCCLocated on a prime corner lot in Old Town, the space features 
more Old World charm since it was remodeled last year.
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Hungry’s 
Kitchen & Tap
2547 San Diego Ave. 

(Old Town)

619-298-0133

Happy Hour: 3 to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday

Yards of beer are also available at regular prices at Hungry's Kitchen & Tap in Old Town. (Photos by Dr. Ink)

A cold mug of Mother 
Earth’s vanilla cream ale

Pretzel with beer-spiked cheese 
sauce

sdcnn.com 13San Diego Uptown News | April 21 — May 4, 2017DINING



  

  
                       

Home or showroom consultations by appointment
2545 El Cajon Blvd Ste 105, San Diego 92104

www.sandiegoshuttersandblinds.com

$15 Instant Rebate
Alta honeycomb cordless lift

$30 Instant Rebate
Cordless with top-down/bottom-up

Through 6/30/2017 when you mention this ad

619.795.0789

events.thecentersd.org/DOFL

DINE OUT
04.27.17

The Center’s 11th Annual  
Dining Out For Life® San Diego

Dine out for breakfast, lunch    
on Thursday, April 27, 2017, and 
support The Center’s HIV AIDS services  
and prevention programs, and the  
San Diego HIV Funding Collaborative.

DD f b kf l hh

Volunteer!

If you’ve never eaten skin-
less ground beef sausages 
from Bucharest, known as 
mititei, or Transylvanian 
chimney cakes called kurtos, 
the new International Deli 
and Café in Linda Vista of-
fers them in abundance. The 
deli, located in The Presidio 
plaza, specializes in a host 
of Hungarian and Romanian 

sausages made mostly in-
house. It also stocks imported 
Eastern European cold cuts 

and groceries such as Estonaka kielbasa, Sweet Ann goulash 
cream and Univer paprika paste.

The owners have a similar shop in Orange County and source 
their breads and pastries from a Romanian bakery for both locations. 
Made-to-order sandwiches and assorted fried fl at breads are also 
available. 5201 Linda Vista Road, 619-294-5755, intlmeatanddeli.com.

Artisan Bento in Mission 
Hills has quietly transitioned to become Hachi Ramen, 
which recently held its soft opening to showcase a variety 
of classic and contemporary ramen that was added to an es-
tablished menu of bowls, bento boxes and sushi rolls. Owner 
Shihomi Borillo, who also runs the nearby Azuki Sushi, 
redesigned the space to include extra seating and a ramen 
bar. She also expanded the drink menu with sochu cocktails, 
craft beers and a variety of Baja wines by Villa Montefiori, 
Monte Xanic and other producers. 2505 Fifth Ave., 619-231-
0700, artisanbento.com.

The long-vacant, two-story building at the corner of Ninth 
and University avenues in Hillcrest that was rumored to become 
a Japanese restaurant has been fully leased instead to Better 
Buzz Coffee Roasters. 

The Vista-based company is currently working with design-
ers and architects to transform the house-like structure into a 
full-production roasting facility and café that will feature a “ring 
of seating” for customers to view the roasting process, said Daniel 
Greig, director of coffee production.

At the center of the operation will be a restored Probat roaster 
dating to the early 1900s.

“We’ll also have a large tap tower for cold-brew coffee drinks 
and with the possibility of serving wine and beer,” he said, adding 
that the still-unnamed project “might possibly open in the sum-
mer, but no guarantee.”

The upper fl oor of the building will be designated as offi ces for 
the company’s management team as well as for public rental.

Better Buzz has branched into seven locations in San Diego 
County through a mix of cafes, drive-throughs and a kiosk in 
Fashion Valley Mall. The Hillcrest project will be its biggest 
and offer an expanded menu compared to the other branches. 
801 University Ave. betterbuzzcoffee.com.

—Frank Sabatini Jr. can be 
reached at fsabatini@san.rr.com.v

Christian Gomez, the owner 
of Wet Stone Wine Bar & 
Café in Bankers Hill, is aiming 
for a May opening of Fools and 
Kings in the space previously 
occupied by Mission Hills 
Coffee Company. The restau-
rant will showcase a bevy of 
globally inspired plates served 
within an Old World environ-
ment he’s tailoring after his 
travels to such cities as Buenos 
Aires, Barcelona, Lima and 
San Sebastian. In addition to a 
bar and tables made of live edge 
wood, customers can expect to 
see in the offi ng his house-made 
sangrias that have become 
famous at Wet Stone over the 
years. 4015 Goldfi nch St.

The new Kouch Lounge 
in Hillcrest doesn’t have any 
couches. But it offers a relaxed, 
modern atmosphere for social-
izing over handcrafted lattes, 
espressos, cold nitro brews 
and a variety of unique noshes 
such as Brazilian cheese bread 
balls, ginger-chicken samosas, 
and rugulach and hamentash-
en pastries. The family-run 
café also offers beer on tap and 
wines from France, Portugal 
and Argentina. 3852 
Fourth Ave., 619-255-4817, 
thekounchlounge.com.

Bangkok native Vijit Pipatkhajonchai has opened 55 Thai 
Kitchen in the back of an unassuming liquor store in Golden Hill 
called San Diego Market Beer & Wine. His specialty is mas-
saman chicken curry, although the menu also includes tom kha 
noodles, ginger stir-fry, Thai fried rice and other classic dishes he 
mastered when operating restaurants in Thailand.

The small, sleekly designed space features a to-go counter and 
limited indoor-outdoor seating. Pipatkhajonchai, who also owns 
J&T Thai Street Food in Linda Vista, plans to earmark a portion 
of his profi ts for children’s meals in both the local community and 
his homeland. 2601 Broadway, 619-955-5501, 55thaikitchen.com.

Massaman chicken curry at the new 
55 Thai Kitchen (Photo by Kim Marcelo)

Food and wine extraordinaire 
Christian Gomez is preparing to open 
his second San Diego culinary project 
in Misson Hills (Photo by Rikke Photograph)

The buzz is growing for the Hillcrest arrival of a combined café and roasting 
facility (Photo by Oveth Martinez)

A new multi-cultural café has 
opened in Hillcrest (Facebook)

Chimney cakes and other obscure 
Eastern European foods are available 
at a new deli in Linda Vista (Pinterest)
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‘Skeleton Crew’ shines

In association with Moxie 
Theatre, The Old Globe pres-
ents the West Coast premiere 
of Dominique Morisseau’s 
suspenseful coffee/locker room 
play, “Skeleton Crew,” through 
May 7 in the Sheryl and 
Harvey White Theatre. 

The work features a tight en-
semble of four actors, possibly 
the best in regards to chemis-
try and balance that the Globe 
has assembled in many years.

Heard by director Delicia 
Turner Sonnenberg (San Diego 

Critics Circle’s 2015 Director of 
the Year Award) in the Globe’s 
Powers New Voices Festival 
in 2014, the play piqued her 
interest and Sonnenberg appar-
ently begged the powers that 
be to grant Moxie the rights 
to produce the play, which she 
intended to direct. The answer 
was yes, but at The Old Globe. 
This is Sonnenberg’s Old Globe 
directorial debut. She co-found-
ed Moxie in 2005 and serves as 
the esteemed company’s artis-
tic director. 

The April 13 opening was 
well attended and the re-
sponse was enthusiastic. Part 
of a trilogy of plays about 
Detroit, the play concerns 
three longtime co-workers at 

an automotive-related factory 
where sheet metal is “stamped” 
into shapes such as doors 
and hoods for auto manufac-
ture. The time is 2008, when 
industry closures were just 
beginning.

Reggie, the foreman (Brian 
Marable), knows the plant is 
closing by the end of the year 
and confi des in Faye (Tonye 
Patano, a Craig Noel Award-
winner in “Ruined” at La Jolla 
Playhouse), the worker with the 
most longevity, with whom he 
shares an almost familial re-
lationship of many years. Faye 
was instrumental in getting 
Reggie the white-collar job, and 
he now has a house, a family 
and a college-bound daughter. 
Faye, one year from fully vested 
retirement, is sworn not to tell 
the others. She is a very lov-
ing 60-something lesbian who 
acts as  confi dante to the two 
younger employees, Shanita 
(Rachel Nicks) and Dez (Amari 
Cheatom). 

Though a bit of a hustler, 
Dez is basically a good man 
and sincerely loves Shanita, 
who is pregnant with her fi rst 
child (Dez is not the father). As 
time goes by, he garners a lot of 
suspicion over thefts that begin 
to occur at the plant as rumors 
of closing spread. The suspense 
relies on intricate dynamics 
between the characters as the 
story unfolds. 

The actors’ performances 
are well developed, each cre-
ating a character of individual 
integrity, with dimension and 
human interest. There are 
secrets to be revealed, and 
the last of them, stunning as 
it is, comes as no surprise to 
those who have listened care-
fully. It’s more an affi rmation 
of what was suspected all 
along. These relationships run 
far more deeply than we fi rst 
imagined.

Tim Mackabee’s scenic 
design is redolent of rundown 
break rooms everywhere, 
fl anked on two sides counters 
with lockers underneath, a 
microwave and mini fridge 
on one side, and a coffeepot 
on the other. The chairs are 
shabby and no two are alike. 
Jennifer Brawn Gittings 
costumes are a mix of what 
must be worn on the line 
and characterful personal 
attire. Sherrice Mojgani’s 
lighting design creates the 
feel of Midwestern winter, 
and Lindsay Jones’ sound de-
sign is a clever mix of factory 
sounds and percussive music.

—Charlene Baldridge has 
been writing about the arts 
since 1979. Follow her blog at 
charlenecriticism.blogspot.com 
or reach her at charb81@gmail.
com. v

‘Skeleton 
Crew’

By Dominique Morisseau

Tuesdays-Sundays, 
through May 7

Sheryl and Harvey 
White Theatre
Conrad Prebys 
Theatre Center
The Old Globe 
(Balboa Park)

Tickets start at $29
theoldglobe.org

619-23-GLOBE

Amari Cheatom as Dez and Tonye Patano as Faye in "Skelton Crew" at The Old Globe. (Photos by Jim Cox)

Theater
Review
Charlene Baldridge

Tonye Patano as Faye and Brian Marable as Reggie 

(l to r) Amari Cheatom as Dez, Brian Marable as Reggie, Tonye Patano as Faye, and Rachel Nicks as Shanita (Photos by Jim Cox)

(l to r) Tonye Patano as Faye and Rachel Nicks as Shanita
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University Heights to mark iconic street sign’s 20th year
By SDCNN Staff

The University Heights 
Community Association 
(UHCA), Park Boulevard mer-
chants and residents, friends, 
family and neighbors will cel-
ebrate the 20th anniversary of 
the University Heights street 
sign on Park Boulevard on 
Saturday, April 29, from 5-8 p.m.

Called “20 Electrifying Years,” 
the celebration will kick off with 
an opening event at 5 p.m. under 
the sign, in front of Park & Rec 
at 4612 Park Blvd., with appear-
ances by County Supervisor Ron 
Roberts and City Councilmember 
Chris Ward. 

Roberts represents the 
Supervisor District 2 and 

Ward the City Council District 
3, both of which include 
University Heights (UH). Also 
on hand will be Kevin Whaley, 
a 30-year UH resident who de-
signed the sign — full of visual 
symbols of the community’s 
history — 20 years ago.

The evening’s highlights in-
clude restaurant and merchant 
walks, food and beverage samples, 
discounts, a light show and more.

 “Nothing symbolizes 
University Heights’ community 
pride and sense of place more 
than the University Heights 
sign on Park Boulevard,” said 
Philip Gill, event chair and a 
25-year UH resident. “Indeed, 
some old-time residents say 
many San Diego residents had 

heard of University Heights, 
but never seemed to know 
where it was located until the 
sign went up!”

“For 20 years, the UH sign 
has presided over — indeed, 
many UH residents would say 
spurred on — the revitaliza-
tion of the commercial district 
on the 4600 block of Park 
Boulevard, now known as ‘the 
village’ by many residents,” he 
said. “That’s why it’s entirely 
appropriate to mark its 20th 
anniversary with this special 
celebration event.”

After the opening ceremony, 
participants who purchase a 
$10 wristband will be treated 
to complimentary food tastes, 
treats and beverages and spe-
cial event discounts at some 
of Park Boulevard’s leading 
establishments. As of April 10, 
participating merchants, listed 
alphabetically, include: Cecilia’s 
Fine Jewelry, 4669 Park Blvd.; 

EnviouSkin, 4670 Park Blvd.; 
Madison on Park, 4622 Park 
Blvd.; Meraki Café, 1735 Adams 
Ave.; Muzita’s Abyssinia Bistro, 
4651 Park Blvd.; Red House 
Pizza, 4615 Park Blvd.; Soltan 
Banoo, 4645 Park Blvd.; Twiggs 
Cafe & Bakery, 4590 Park Blvd.; 
and Park & Rec, 4612 Park Blvd.

A special closing ceremony for 
the evening’s festivities will be 
held in front of Park & Rec at 8 
p.m., after sundown. This will 

feature a symbolic “relighting” of 
the sign and a special light show 
presented by Andy Cameron, 
creator of “Norbert the Dragon,” 
a key feature of the annual 
Halloween night event on UH’s 
Maryland Avenue.

Wristbands will go on sale 
at 4 p.m. that evening at the 
check-in desk in front of Twiggs 
Café & Bakery, located at 4590 
Park Blvd., at the corner of 
Madison Avenue.v

Historical Hillcrest house being moved to Mission Hills
By SDCNN Staff

The long vacant Henry B. 
Jones House, located at 4040 
Fifth Ave. in Hillcrest, will 
soon be relocated to 4114 Ibis 
St. in Mission Hills. 

Plans call for the two-sto-
ry historical house to be 
restored to its former glory, 
according to a news release 
from Hillcrest History Guild 
(HHG).

The guild said Henry B. 
Jones was the fi rst presi-
dent of Hillcrest’s fi rst bank, 
which was located where 
Union Bank currently stands 
at University and Fifth ave-
nues. Born on March 11, 1850 
in Hudson, Wisconsin, Jones 
was described as “a thrifty 
and prosperous farmer” who 
sold his property in 1910 and 
moved to San Diego, where he 
became involved in banking 
and real estate, according 
to a genealogy book of the 
Jones family, who had immi-
grated to the United States 
from Wales more than 250 
years ago.

In 1911, Jones commis-
sioned the construction of this 
house for his family at the 
current location, then known 
as 4040 Hillcrest Drive. 

The property changed hands 
several times, eventually pur-
chased by Scripps Health.

The Jones House “is 
perhaps the last residence 
remaining from the origi-
nal Hillcrest development,” 
according to the Save Our 
Heritage Organisation (SOHO) 
website.

When Scripps Mercy 
Hospital decided to expand its 
facilities in 2010, they initially 
intended to demolish the Jones 
House. However, community 
activists came to the rescue 
and made sure that the city’s 
Historical Resources Board 
had accurate information 
when deciding on historic 
designation. 

In 2011, citing Criterion C 
and declaring it as an excel-
lent example of the Craftsman 
style, the Historical Resources 

By Dominique Morisseau
Directed by 

Delicia Turner Sonnenberg
In Association with MOXIE Theatre

Now – May 7
Rachel Nicks, Tonye Patano, and Amari Cheatom.  Photos by Jim Cox.

A West Coast Premiere

BByByy Do

DDelicia
In AssoIn Asso

RacRachelhel NiNickscks T, Tonyonye Pe Patatano, and Amari Che

A WA WA WWWA esttestestes CCoCoCo tastastast PPrPrPremiemiemimierereereeree

DD

(619) 23-GLOBE (234-5623)

www.TheOldGlobe.org

Sean Dugan, Monique Gaffney, Albert Jones, and Allison Mack. 

Tickets Start at $29

By Lolita Chakrabarti
Directed by Stafford Arima

CRITIC’S CHOICE
“A rich portrait of a 
theatre pioneer!”

 The San Diego Union-Tribune

“A fierce, funny 
American tale!”

The San Diego Union-Tribune

“Unequivocally 
outstanding!”

The Times of San Diego

Hurry! Final Week! 
Must close April 30

LA TRAVIATA
GIUSEPPE VERDI’S 

MOST BELOVED OPERA

The courtesan Violetta 

has finally found true 

love, but will dark 

currents of family 

judgment and illness 

doom it from the start?

Set in the Roaring 

Twenties, Verdi’s most 

beloved opera is filled 

with memorable music 

and heartbreaking drama.

sdopera.org | (619) 533-7000

APRIL 
22 / 25 / 28 / 30M

SAN DIEGO 
CIVIC THEATRE

Tickets start at $47

sdopera.org
(619) 533-7000

Tickets also available at

PHOTO: KINGMOND YOUNG

The courtesan Violetta

OPENS TOMORROW!

The iconic University Heights neon sign turns 20. (Photo by Philip Gill)

Spared demolition, Henry B. Jones House will be moved from Hillcrest to 
Mission Hills. (Courtesy of Hillcrest History Guild)

see House, pg 17
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Hillcrest Farmers 
Market turns 20 

Hillcrest Farmers Market 
celebrated its 20th anniversary 
on Easter Sunday. 

The festivities included an 
appearance by U.S. Rep. Susan 
A. Davis (D-San Diego), a 
large birthday cake and free 
cupcakes.

The popular farmers market 
is held every Sunday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Normal Street 
between University Avenue and 
Lincoln Street. More than 175 
local artisans and food vendors 
sell their goods and musicians 
perform. 

For more information, con-
tact Michael Cox, Hillcrest 
Business Association’s 
marketing and member ser-
vices director, at Michael@
Hillcrestbia.org or visit 
Hillcrestfarmersmarket.com.

Hillcrest History Guild 
hits legal-defense 
fundraising goal

Hillcrest History Guild 
(HHG) has joined forces to 
help the Save Our Heritage 
Organisation and Mission 
Hills Heritage in their legal 
challenge over the Uptown 
Community Plan Update 
(CPU).

The two preservation-based 
organizations said they legally 
challenged the City Council’s 
approval of the CPU in January 

“due to signifi cant defi ciencies 
in the protection for historic 
resources” and other factors.

HHG held a fundraiser 
March 19 in the Bankers Hill 
home of the organization’s 
founders, Nancy Moors and 
Ann Garwood, and raised 
$15,000 for the legal defense 
fund.

“It’s rewarding to see the 
community rally in support 
of this legal effort to hold city 
planners accountable,” HHG 
treasurer Susan Fosselman 
said in a press release. “… The 
approved plan is not what 
the community worked on for 
years and it will reduce the 

quality of life for those living in 
Hillcrest’s core. In meeting our 
substantial fi nancial goal, the 
Hillcrest History Guild puts 
developers and the city on no-
tice that Hillcrest will not the 
tolerate inappropriate devel-
opment, additional traffi c and 
undue infl uence of commercial 
interests.”

Garwood, the HHG pres-
ident, said it wasn’t the fi rst 
time local citizens needed to 

“fi ght the city to save our neigh-
borhood” from density-based 
development projects.

“But Hillcrest shouldn’t be 
the only neighborhood forced to 
take the new density,” Garwood 
said in the release. “The quali-
ty of life for residents continues 
to decrease as the city of San 
Diego adds more and more 
people (and traffi c) to this once 
great community.”

Garwood’s reference was to 
Hillcrest being named one of 
the nation’s 10 “great” neigh-
borhoods by the American 
Planning Association in 2007. 

HHG offered a $7,500 
matching grant and received 
enough contributions to reach 
the $15,000 goal. Those who 
wish to donate can send a check 
to Hillcrest History Guild, 
3065 Third Ave., #3, San Diego, 
CA 92103, with “Uptown Legal 
Defense Fund” in the memo. 

For more information, visit 
hillcresthistory.org. 

Taste of Morena 
returns April 26

The 10th annual Taste of 
Morena will take place 5–9 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 26, 
in the Morena District along 
Morena Boulevard, Linda Vista 
Road and the surrounding side 
streets. 

Foodies can partake in a 
culinary adventure that spans 
23 restaurants, breweries and 
bars including Bay Park Coffee, 
Pita Pit, Andres Restaurant, 
Baci Ristorante, Bay Park 
Fish Company, Siesel’s Old 
Fashioned Meats, Bull’s 
Smokin’ BBQ, Dan Diegos, 
JV’s Mexican Food, La Gran 
Terraza, Luce Bar & Kitchen, 
Tio Leo’s, Offshore Tavern 
& Grill, Sardina’s Italian 
Restaurant & Bar, zPizza, Fiji 
Yogurt, Home Brew Mart by 
Ballast Point, The Clutch Bar, 
Side Car Bar and Poseidon 
Project. 

Old Town Trolley shuttles 
will take guests to the par-
ticipating restaurants and a 
special tram from University of 
San Diego will take guests to 
La Gran Terraza on the USD 
campus.  

Tickets are $25 and can be 
purchased with cash or credit 
at Jerome’s Furniture and 
Morena Storage. Cash tickets 
are available for purchase at 

Max Folkers RE/MAX Pacifi c. 
Tickets are expected to sell out. 
Call 619-892-8037 or visit ex-
ploremorena.com.

Civita Park plans grand 
ribbon-cutting event

Civita Park, the largest city 
park in Mission Valley, will be 
unveiled at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 29, with a civic ceremony 
and ribbon-cutting. The park is 
located on Civita Boulevard at 
Russell Parkway, just north of 
Friars Road. 

The festivities, which will 
run until 3 p.m., will feature 
music, circus performers, a 
gardening presentation, photo 
opportunities with exotic birds, 
tai chi demonstrations, food 
trucks and kids activities.  

The Arbor Day weekend fes-
tivities mark the grand opening 
of the fi rst two phases of Civita 
Park, a 14.3-acre park that cas-
cades down the former quarry 
site.

“Civita Park is the center-
piece of Civita’s network of 
parks, open space and trails 
that encompasses nearly one-
third of the community,” Marco 
Sessa, senior vice president of 
Sudberry Properties, master 
developer of Civita, said in a 
press release. 

The park’s fi rst two phases 
encompass more than 10 acres 
and include an outdoor amphi-
theater; a lighted water feature 
with 48 jets; a large plaza; 

picnic tables and outdoor living 
rooms; a community garden; 
a restored 1956 red Porsche 
tractor on display; a dog park; 
multi-purpose fi elds; two half 
basketball courts; exercise 
stations and extensive trails 
and walkways; a waterfall that 
runs during the rainy season; 
and public art.

“The next phases of the park, 
which will open next year, 
will include two playgrounds, 
more fi elds, a bocce court, the 
Mining Relic Terrace with 
historic mining equipment 
and a Caterpillar D8 bulldozer, 
and three gardens,” said Mark 
Radelow, vice president for 
Sudberry Properties. 

Civita Park is owned by 
the city of San Diego, and 
maintained by the Civita 
Maintenance Assessment 
District. Visit CivitaLife.com 
for the complete schedule of 
events.

Volunteer for cleanup 
on Earth Day 

Registration for I Love A 
Clean San Diego’s annual 
Creek to Bay Cleanup event is 
now open at CreekToBay.org. 

More than 6,000 volunteers 
are expected to participate on 
Earth Day, April 22, from 9 a.m. 
to noon at 100 cleanup locations 
throughout San Diego County.

Visit CreekToBay.org 
or cleansd.org for more 
information.v

Green Facts:
300 million tons – Amount 
of plastic produced each year 
to make bottles, bags and 
other items for worldwide 
consumption

10% - How much of that 300 
million tons of plastic is recycled 
properly and reused

4 Pounds – The amount of 
garbage produced by the 
average American on a daily 
basis

450 Years – How long it takes 
plastic bottles to break down in 
a landfill

1 million – How many years it 
takes a glass bottle to break 
down in a landfill

25 minutes – How long a 
computer can be powered by 
the energy saved from recycling 
one plastic bottle

5 trillion – The number of 
pieces of plastic floating in the 
world’s oceans

Do you know someone planting  a community garden, organizing  beach 
and trail cleanups, or being a community advocate for open spaces? Cox 
Communications and The Trust for Public Land want to help San Diegans 
recognize their conservation heroes who are volunteering their time to create, 
preserve and protect our region’s outdoor spaces and natural habitats for all 
to enjoy.

Nominate your volunteer for the Cox Conserves 
Heroes Award from April 24 through May 12 at 
coxconservesheroes.com. Your hero could be 
named  California’s  Cox  Conserves  Hero  and    
receive $10,000 to donate to his or her favorite 
environmental nonprofit.

Conservation Heroes 
Wanted

$10,00000 graannt up foor ggrabbs ffoor envvironmmental nonprofit

Board designated the Henry 
B. Jones House as Historical 
Resource #939.

Seven seven later, support-
ers are waiting for the city 
to issue a Site Development 
Permit that will allow the his-
torical house to be moved to its 
new home. 

The HHG thanked several 
members of the San Diego 
community for helping to 
make this happen, including 
Ron May of Legacy 106, SOHO 
and Scripps Mercy Hospital. 
And last, the guild saluted 
Henry B. Jones for his contri-
bution to the early streetcar 
suburb of Hillcrest, including 
his family’s Craftsman home.

To read a Nov. 5, 2009 
document by the Historical 
Resources Board regarding the 
Henry B. Jones House, which 
includes supporting material 
from Hillcrest History Guild, 
visit bit.ly/2p0DBV5. v
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caps change monthly — that’s 
where the fun comes in. All 
beanies and caps are logo-free, 
which means they can be worn 
in any setting. 

I launched this store as an on-
line store, because I like beanies 
and caps. When I go out shopping, 
I mostly see expensive hats with 
huge logos on them. I wanted to 
offer an easy outlet for people to 
get beanies and caps, logo-free, 
and at reasonable prices.

2. What is the Beanie It 
Forward Project and who 
benefi ts from it? 

A couple of friends men-
tioned, “What if I don’t like the 
beanie or cap?” and I thought, 

“Well it’s just a beanie/cap. It’s 
not the end of the world! ” I said 
they could “Beanie It Forward” 
to a friend or family member 
and then wait for their next 
month’s shipment to arrive. 

During this thought process, 
it also came to mind all of the 
homeless people I see in San 
Diego and across the nation, 
especially with the long winter 
we just had. In keeping with 
the “Beanie It Forward” theme, 
I tested it out with some sample 
merchandise I had picked out.

One night I ventured out car-
rying a few beanies and some 

people asked for handouts. I said, 
“I’m sorry I don’t have any cash 
for you tonight, but I have a brand 
new beanie that I would like to 
give you.” It was gladly accepted 
and appreciated by those in need. 

With that outcome, I im-
mediately wanted to have the 
Beanie It Forward Project to be 
a crucial part of my business. 
Since there is a lower overhead 
with an online store, I am 
pledging 10 percent of net prof-
its in the form of beanies that 
can be taken to shelters or by 
volunteers in certain neighbor-
hoods and handed out.

My goal for 2017 is to take sev-
eral hundred beanies to be hand-
ed out with Thanksgiving meals.

3. What kind of commit-
ment does a customer have 
to make to join the club? 

Joining the Beanie 
Cap Club is easy: Visit 
BeanieCapClub.com. You can 
give us a try for a month, or 
sign up for a monthly sub-
scription. You can pause or 
cancel, hassle free, anytime. 
There is also an option to sign 
up for two months up to six 
months, ending automatically. 
Based on the color palette you 
choose, the beanies and caps 
are handpicked each month 
and sent out for you to enjoy.

4. Do you have a day job, 
and what is your profes-
sional background? 

My day job is at the 
Town and Country Resort & 
Convention Center in Mission 
Valley. I’ve been in the hotel 
industry for over 25 years in 
just about every department.

5. What do you like 
about living in North Park? 

I just bought a condo in 
North Park and have been a 
resident of San Diego for over 
40 years. I love the diversity in 
North Park and the welcoming 
of different businesses. Beanie 
Cap Club will be having a 
booth at the SDCCU Festival 
of the Arts in North Park on 
May 20.

—Ken Williams is editor 
of Uptown News and can be 
reached at ken@sdcnn.com or 
at 619-961-1952. Follow him 
on Twitter at 
@KenSanDiego, Instagram 
at @KenSD or Facebook at 
KenWilliamsSanDiego.v

$659,900

San Diego CA

Lovely, stunning, beautiful, gorgeous...those 
are the words your friends and neighbors will 
use to describe your home after you complete 
the renovation started by the current owner. 
This over sized 2 bedroom home features 
unfinished walls, unfinished floors, and no back 
exterior wall. It's a true diamond in the rough. 
Other features include a full set of plans, 
drawings, and permits. There is a single car 
detached garage with additional space for a 
casita, ancillary space, home office or gym.

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2016 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved.

Each Fitness Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Mission Hills
4019 Goldfinch Street

San Diego, CA 92103

fitnesstogether.com/mission-hills
619.794.0014
Get Started Today!

3 sessions for $99*

Limited Time Offer

ONE CLIENT. ONE TRAINER.
ONE GOAL.™.
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A model shows off a cap. (Courtesy of Beanie Cap Club)
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Square footage/acreage shown is only an estimate and actual square footage/acreage will differ. Buyer should rely on his or her own evaluation of 
useable area. Prices, plans and terms are effective on the date of publication and subject to change without notice. Depictions of homes or other 
features are artist conceptions. Hardscape, landscape and other items shown may be decorator suggestions that are not included in the purchase price 
and availability may vary. This ad contains general information about a new home community in California and it is not an offer or the solicitation of an 
offer for the purchase of a new home. This information is not directed to residents of any other state that requires registration or permit issuance prior 
to the publication of such information. CalAtlantic Group, Inc. California Real Estate License No. 01138346.4/17

Tavara Ridge Grand Opening Tomorrow
Saturday, April 22nd 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

For more information, please contact  
Stephanie Norris at (949) 751-8951  
or Stephanie.Norris@calatl.com.

We’re excited to announce the Grand Opening of the 
highly anticipated brand new Clairemont neighborhood 
of Tavara Ridge is tomorrow, Saturday, April 22nd from 
10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. and you’re invited! Guests will have 
the opportunity to tour our three fully furnished model 
residences, enjoy refreshments and live music  
(10 a.m. – 3 p.m.) and learn all about  this spectacular  
new community located in the center of it all.

Visit CalAtlanticHomes.com/SanDiego for directions 
and register on the VIP List to receive the latest Tavara 
Ridge news and exclusive sales release invitations.

CLAIREMONT LIVING REIMAGINED 
HOMES STARTING FROM THE HIGH $800s 

A new way to live awaits with convenient citywide access and nearby neighborhood 
amenities, Clairemont is the perfect location for the upcoming community of Tavara 
Ridge. Featuring a variety of architectural styles and thoughtfully designed floor plans, 
this boutique collection of 52 single-family, detached homes ranging from 2,875-3,347 
square feet with four to five bedrooms and three to four-and-a-half bathrooms will soon 
be ready to welcome you home. 

looking at the big picture. These 
trolls will fi ght and fi ght and 
waste taxpayers money dragging 
this out and keeping Hillcrest 
in limbo. I would recommend 
some young stakeholders in the 
community to join the Uptown 
Planners board. 
—Calvin Van Winkle via our 
website, sduptownnews.com

It’s unfortunate that the people 
who already live in Hillcrest (and 
some portions of other commu-
nities in Uptown) feel the need 
to stifl e development in certain 
areas. This is not the case for most 
people, granted, but it still is dis-
heartening to see that the citizens 
charged with advising (emphasis 
on advising) the city are willing 
to screw over my generation (mil-
lennials) who may want a more 
urban lifestyle where we don’t 
always need a car. You may like 
that, but just because you live like 
this doesn’t mean I have to as well. 

I see this as a symptom of a 
larger problem with civic engage-
ment, and some of it falls on the 
millennials who don’t want to get 
involved with local decision-mak-
ing. The other part of it is for 
older generations (looking at you, 
Tom Mullaney) to look beyond 
their noses and see and listen to 
what the needs of others are. My 
guess is that all the members on 
the Uptown Planners own their 
homes, and that’s great. My issue 
with how this will impact future 
residents who will not be able to 
live in Hillcrest, and Hillcrest 
will suffer as a result.

This reeks of bruised egos; 
leave them at the door. You are 
not there to boost yourself, you 
are there to guide development. 
That means you have to see 
further than 20 minutes into 
the future for what will be more 
benefi cial to San Diego, not just 
your houses resale value.
—Thomas Q. via our website

How about an express bus?
(Re: “Pershing Bikeway project 
pedals forward,” Vol. 9, Issue 7 
or online at bit.ly/2pnhYNQ.)

The Pershing Bikeway proposal 
is a fantastic addition to connect-
ing the North Park neighborhood 
and surrounding communities 
to Downtown, facilitating and 
encouraging alternative modes of 
transportation beyond automobiles. 

In support of the “com-
plete-streets” concept advocated 
by SANDAG, there should be a 
strong consideration of adding 
MTA buses to this route. Getting 
to Downtown from North Park 
via bus right now includes a 
long, slow trip down 30th Street 
through South Park and Golden 
Hill, or an equally slow slog 
down University Avenue to Park 
Boulevard in Hillcrest. 

An express bus that 
stops at key intersections 
along 30th Street (perhaps 
at Adams Avenue, El Cajon 
Boulevard, University Avenue 
and Upas Street) with a di-
rect link via Pershing Drive 
down to City College and oth-
er Downtown transit spokes 
could easily shave 20 minutes 
off of a key connection be-
tween two vibrant and grow-
ing parts of the city.
—Christopher Dye, North Park 
resident, via email.v
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AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/Mod-
els 2000-2016! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! We're 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

EMPLOYMENT

Make $1,000 Weekly!Paid in Advance! 
Mailing Brochures at Home. Easy Pleas-
ant work. Begin Immediately. Age Unim-
portant. www.WeeklyMoneyBiz.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 
50 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1 -866-312-6061 
Hablamos Espanol

MEDICAL

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder 
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little 
or NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1- 844-502-1809

MISCELLANEOUS

Comcast Hi-Speed Internet -$29.99/mo 
(for 12 mos.) No term agreement. Fast 
Downloads!

PLUS Ask About TV (140 Channels) Inter-
net Bundle for $79.99/mo (for 12 mos.) 
CALL 1-844-714-4451,

Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second 
speed No contract or commitment. We 
buy your existing contract up to $500! 
1-855-652-9304

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled To Signifi cant Cash 
Award. Call 866-428-1639 for Information. 
No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

HughesNet: Gen4 satellite internet is 
ultra fast and secure. Plans as low as 
$39.99 in select areas. Call 1-855-440-
4911 now to get a $50 Gift Card!

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay 
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon & Asso-
ciates at 1-855-498-6323 to start your 
application today!

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 
1-888-909-9905 18+.

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unex-
pired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 
1-DAYPAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

TO ADVERTISE

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA 
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com 
or visit our website cadnetads.com 
for more

information Reader Advisory: The 
National Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is ad-
vised by this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give 
the client your checking, license 
ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is 
illegal to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.

Classifi eds

PUZZLES / CLASSIFIEDS

Puzzle answers on page 21

Puzzle answers on page 21

 Uptown Crossword

 HELP WANTED

Contact David Mannis (619) 961-1951 • david@sdcnn.com

San Diego Community News Network, (SDCNN.com), has an opening 
for an advertising sales representative to join our six-newspaper 
publishing company to sell print advertising and our digital products. 
Our newspaper group includes San Diego Downtown News, San 
Diego Uptown News, Mission Valley News, Mission Times Courier, 
La Mesa Courier and Gay San Diego.

 866-815-6131

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 
thistype. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C                                                                MB16-NM001Gc
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GARAGE SALE
HUGE MISSION HILLS COMMUNITY Garage Sale!

Over 80 homes participating. Saturday April
29th from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. On day of sale, maps

and addresses of homes are available at
Coldwell Banker at 1621 West Lewis St.

 619-800-1103



Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater San Diego
4635 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 92117
858-866-0591 | SDYouth75.org

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater San Diego’s ultimate 
Summer Camps and Adventure Club Camps are a complete 
experience for your child. We offer activities such as arts and 
crafts, movies, computers, exciting fi eld trips, recreational 
activities and educational periods to help combat summer 
learning loss. This is the ideal way to get your kids to enjoy 
awesome activities and the opportunity to make new friends 
and memorable experiences that will last a lifetime.

This year, we are offering age-specifi c camps for your 
explorers, voyagers and adventurers. Explorers, ages 5-7; 
Voyagers, ages 8-10; Adventurers, ages 11-13.

Why choose the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater San Diego? 
We have 75 years of experience; affordable prices, a trained 
and CPR certifi ed staff, fun and structured activities, a safe 
environment, all campers receive a free T-shirt and most im-
portantly, fun for all.

Please visit our website for more information on our 
Summer Camps and After School Programs. Celebrating 75 
years of changing lives. 

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
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DEMOLITION

DirtCheapDemo.com
Lic.# 686879

619.426.95986199999999 44444444444444426 9598

"We are honored 
to destroy your 

investment."

Numbers Game
Crossword from page 20

Sudoku
Puzzle from page 20

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

TAX CONSULTANT

Experienced & Professional

Renee Differ

reneediffer@cox.net

619-516-0400

Individuals & Businesses

Rentals & Investments Reporting

Bookkeeping & Payroll Processing

Audits & Amended Returns

Notary Public

Mobile Appointments

Registered Tax Preparer

AUTO BODYATTORNEY

MOVING

INVESTMENT

SDCNN.COM

G A R A G E  D O O R  O P E N E R S

UP & DOWN
Garage Doors

www.upanddowngaragedoors.com
8186 Commercial St., La Mesa, CA 91942

619-464-0116
La Mesa Based Company LIC#904512

MILLWORK

COMPUTER REPAIR

PSYCHICS

Loving Pet Care 
at Your Home

Call Mark
(619) 295-6792

DOG WALKING
PET VISITS

Since 2000

PET CARE

TAX PREPARATION

PLUMBING

WOOD WORKING

STUCCO

PAINT SPECIALISTS

 COMPUTER / IT SUPPORT

INVESTMENT



FEATURED EVENTS
March for Science San Diego
Saturday, April 22

Raise awareness and celebrate science at this family-friendly, non-
partisan march. Features educational speakers and a mini science 
expo. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Begins at San Diego Civic Center, 1100 Third 
Ave., Downtown. Visit bit.ly/2oky5vA.

Happy Birthday, Mr. Shakespeare!
Saturday, April 22

Celebrate playwright William Shakespeare’s 453rd birthday with 
music, artists, sonnet karaoke, games and activities and more. 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. at 1363 Old Globe Way in Balboa Park. Contact Susan 
Chicoine at schicoine@TheOldGlobe.org.

The Unlikely Candidates at Casbah
Sunday, April 23

Indie-rock band The Unlikely Candidates will perform at 9 p.m. at 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd. This is a 21-and-older show. Tickets $12 
at ticketf.ly/2peqcw4.

Taste of Science Festival
Sunday, April 23–Saturday, April 29

The Fleet Science Center and Scientists, Inc. present Taste of 
Science Festival. Researchers will present their work to the public at 
local cafes, bars, museums, parks and more. Various locations and 
times. Visit bit.ly/2pemBhv.

Uptown Democratic Club program
Tuesday, April 25

Join Uptown Democrats for their monthly meeting, focusing on refu-
gees and immigration. Featured speakers are Mustafa Dib from PANA 
and immigration attorney Ginger Jacobs. Free. 7-9 p.m. at Joyce Beers 
Community Center, 3900 Vermont St. Visit bit.ly/2oIOPiS.

Dining Out for Life
Thursday, April 27

Dine out to fi ght AIDS. Restaurants and bars around San Diego 
will donate a percentage of their daily sales to benefi t HIV/AIDS ser-
vices and prevention programs at the San Diego LGBT Community 
Center in Hillcrest. Stop by a participating location, grab a bite and 
lend a hand! Visit bit.ly/2oVIP7J.

‘The Wizard of Oz’
Friday, April 28–Sunday, May 14

San Diego Junior Theatre will perform “The Wizard of Oz” at Casa 
del Prado Theatre, 650 El Prado, Suite 208, in Balboa Park. Carlos 
Mendoza directs 45 student performers and 26 youth technicians. 7 
p.m. Fridays; 2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Tickets are $12-$16. 
Visit juniortheatre.com or call 619-239-8355.

Gateway Conversations
Friday, April 28–Sunday, April 30

Nonprofi t Ilan Foundation hosts a three-day event that explores 
the role of art in international relations. Features panels, speakers, 
tours, performances, presentations and food. Purchase single-day 
tickets or a full three-day package. 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Friday at Balboa 
Park. Saturday and Sundays events will be held in Tijuana and Ilan-
Lanel, Santa Ysabel. Visit bit.ly/2pexAY5.

People’s Climate March
Saturday, April 29

Join the largest national climate action at the People’s Climate 
March. The march features a rally, music, inspirational speakers and 
more. 10 a.m. at Waterfront Park, 1600 Pacifi c Highway, Downtown. 
Visit peoplesclimatesd.org.

Student Shakespeare Festival
Saturday, April 29

Students will perform scenes from plays by William Shakespeare 
in Balboa Park, noon to 3:30 p.m. at the Rose Stage, located on the 
Prado in front of the Botanical Garden. Awards and closing ceremony 
will follow at 4 p.m. Visit bit.ly/2ped4a6.

San Diego Women’s Chorus Concert
Saturday, April 29

Women’s Chorus will perform a concert to benefi t Women’s 
Empowerment International (WE). Suggested donation is $15 in advance 
or $20 at the door. 7-8 p.m. at First Unitarian Church of San Diego, 4190 

‘Truman’ – When child-
hood friends Julián and 
Tomás reunite, the two 
men (along with Julian’s 
faithful dog Truman) 
share emotional and sur-
prising moments in light 
of tragic news. Unrated. 
Friday, April 21 to 
Thursday, May 4.

‘Mr. Gaga’ – This docu-
mentary tells the story of 
Ohad Naharin, the cho-
reographer who created 
the dance and movement 
language Gaga, through 
numerous rehearsals and 
performances. Unrated. 
Friday, April 21 to 
Thursday, April 27.

‘Finding Oscar ’ – 
Experience the search 
for justice in the case of 
the Dos Erres massacre 
in Guatemala. Unrated. 
Saturday, April 28 to 
Thursday, May 4. v

Visit DigitalGym.org for show times and tickets and information on additional fi lms.

DIGITAL GYM GEMSDIGITAL GYM GEMS

see Calendar, pg 23

RECURRING EVENTS
Cinema Under the Stars: Films presented 

at an outdoor viewing space on various nights of 
the week. Upcoming fi lms:

 ●“Lion,” 8 p.m. Friday, April 21 and 
Saturday, April 22
●“ La La Land,” 8 p.m. Friday, April 28 and 

Sunday, April 30
Films start at 8 p.m. $15. 4040 Goldfi nch 

St., Mission Hills. Visit topspresents.com or call 
619-295-4221.

Mondays:
North Park Toastmasters meeting: 6:30–8 

p.m., weekly meeting at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 3725 30th St., North Park. 619-694-
9148. toastmastersclubs.org.

Open Mic Night: 7:30 p.m., the mic is open 
to you at Lestat’s Coffee House, 3343 Adams 
Ave., Normal Heights, free. Lestats.com.

Tuesdays:
Curbside Bites: 5:30–8:30 p.m., gathering 

of gourmet food trucks at 3030 Grape St., South 
Park. Curbsidebites.com.

Tasty Truck Tuesdays: 6–9 p.m., Smitty’s 
Service Station hosts several food trucks under 
their well-lit shade structure, 3442 Adams Ave., 
Normal Heights. Sdfoodtrucks.com.

Wednesdays:
Ikebana International meeting: 10 a.m. in 

Casa Del Prado, Room 101. The San Diego chapter 
of this Japanese fl oral arrangement organization 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month. Email 
Yuko Burkett with questions at yukosan@san.rr.com.

Wednesday Night Experience: 7–8 p.m., 
uplifting and spiritually inspiring experienc-
es for all, weekly at Universal Spirit Center, 
3858 Front St., Hillcrest, love offering request-
ed. Universalspiritcenter.org.

Thursdays:
Uptown Sunrise Rotary Club meetings: 7 

a.m., weekly meeting at Panera Bread, 1270 
Cleveland Ave., Hillcrest. bit.ly/2pezpnR.

Gentle yoga for seniors: 2:30–4 p.m., 
presented by The Center and Silver Age Yoga 
Community Outreach (SAYCO) at The San 
Diego LGBT Center, 3909 Centre St., Hillcrest, 
free. Thecentersd.org.

North Park Thursday Market: 3–7 
p.m., at 3000 North Park Way, between 30th 
Street and Granada Avenue, North Park, 
free. Northparkfarmersmarket.com.

Kornfl ower’s Open Mic: Signups at 
6:30 p.m., open mic (no poetry or comedy) 
7–10 p.m. Family-friendly event at Rebecca’s 
Coffee House, 3015 Juniper St., South Park, 
free. Rebeccascoffeehouse.com.

Liberty Toastmasters Club: 7 p.m., at 
Saint Paul’s Community Care Center, 328 Maple 
St., Bankers Hill. Libertytoastmasters.org.

Courage to Change – Al-Anon meet-
ings: 7:15–8:15 p.m., a weekly meeting for 
friends and relatives of alcoholics at Christ 
United Presbyterian Church (in the chapel), 
3025 Fir St., South Park.

2016 San Diego Film Series: 7:30 p.m., ev-
ery third Thursday view a fi lm representative of 
Italian cinema at the Museum of Photographic 
Arts, 1649 El Prado, Balboa Park. Sandiegoitalia
nfi lmfestival.com.

Kirtan Musical Meditation: 8:30 p.m., 
chant and sing ancient and contemporary man-
tras celebrating love and life at Pilgrimage of the 
Heart Yoga, 3301 Adams Ave., Normal Heights. 
Free – donations welcome. Pilgrimageyoga.com.

Fridays:
Memory Café: 10–11 a.m., second and 

fourth Fridays. Gathering place for those with 
memory loss, caretakers and those worried 
about memory problems in the Common Room 
at First Unitarian Universalist Church of San 
Diego, 4190 Front St., Hillcrest. At-will dona-
tion. Memoryguides.org and Firstuusandiego.org.

Square Dancing Classes: 6:30–8:30 p.m., ev-
ery Friday. No previous dance experience needed. 
Recital Hall, 2130 Pan American Plaza. $50 for 13 
classes. 858-277-7499 or circulators.sdsda.org.

Saturdays:
Old Town Saturday Market: 9 a.m.–4 p.m., on 

Harney Street and San Diego Avenue, Old Town, free. 
Also held on Sundays. Oldtownsaturdaymarket.com.

Golden Hill Farmers Market: 9:30 a.m.–
1:30 p.m., on B Street between 27th and 28th 
streets, Golden Hill, free. Sdmarketmanager.com.

Comedy Heights: 8–10 p.m., local comedi-
ans take the stage next to Twiggs Coffeehouse 
at 4590 Park Blvd., University Heights, 
free. Comedyheights.com.

Sundays:
Hillcrest Farmers Market: 9 

a.m.–2 p.m., under the Hillcrest Pride 
Flag, Harvey Milk and Normal streets, 
free. Hillcrestfarmersmarket.com.

West African dance class: 5:30–7 p.m., 
Master dancer Djibril Camara from Guinea teach-
es these classes that are also a great workout for 
all ages and skill levels at La Vie Dance Studio, 
325 W. Washington, Hillcrest. Lavie.dance.

To view local community organization meeting 
information online, visit: bit.ly/2esLpLR.

—Email calendar items to ken@sdcnn.com.v
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Front St. Contact Rhea Kuhlman 
at fi nebks2@sbcglobal.net or 
619-491-0664.

Independent 
Bookstore Day
Saturday, April 29

South Park book and gift shop 
West Cove Collective invites 
you to celebrate Independent 

Bookstore Day. Features public 
readings, poetry, author visits 
and live performance art. West 
Coast Collective, 3010-B Juniper 
St., South Park. Visit bit.ly/2oIL-
7pC or call 619-795-3780.

North Park Main 
Street Open House 
and Artist Reception
Wednesday, May 3

North Park Main Street 
will feature the work of artist 
Julie Warren. Enjoy live music 

and food from City Tacos and 
Tostadas. Free. 5-7 p.m. at North 
Park Main Street’s new offi ce, 
3939 Iowa St., Suite 2. Visit bit.
ly/2pemEd1.

Cinco de Mayo 2017 
Concierto in the Park
Friday, May 5

Celebrate the holiday with a 
family-friendly concert. Music 
performed by Jarabe Mexicano 
with SDSU Jazz Ensemble, 
SDSU Symphonic Band & Wind 

Ensemble, and City Heights 
Mariachi. Free. 6-7 p.m. at 
Balboa Park Organ Pavilion, Pan 
American Road East. Food trucks 
open at 4 p.m. Visit bit.ly/2petbog.

White Elephant 
Rummage Sale
Saturday, May 6

Calling all artists, exhib-
itors and shoppers for San 
Diego Indoor Sports Club’s 
White Elephant Rummage 
Sale. Sell barely worn clothes, 
household goods or original 
creations. Tables cost $25 
to rent. Free admission. 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. at San Diego 
Indoor Sports Club, 3030 
Front St. Contact Marie Reed 
at 858-220-1862.v

FROM PAGE 22

CALENDAR
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Rustic Mexican Charm

619.692.4200
141 University Ave in Hillcrest
www.Ortegas.com

Open ‘til Midnight Daily!

Fodor’s Choice:
Best Restaurant 2017

award winner

Uptown News Winner:
Best Mexican Cuisine & 
Best Margarita 2016
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