
Local pianist
shares joy

of the encore
By Joyell Nevins

Imagine the intimacy of a 
performer, a solo piano, and 
a hushed audience. There is 
a heart-stopping beauty that 
comes with that connection and 
respect between the musician 
and their listeners. And when 
the show is over, the audience 
is often left wanting ... 10 more 
minutes.

That’s the concept behind 
and the title of Hillcrest res-
ident Dr. Jeeyoon Kim’s new 
album, coming out Dec. 11 and 
being celebrated with a special 
release concert the same day at 
the Scripps Research Institute 
in La Jolla. It’s a collection of 
the pianist’s favorite encore 
pieces from her national and 
international tours. 

Ken Williams | Editor

The oh-so-popular SoNo Fest 
and Chili Cook-Off has rapidly 
morphed into a spicy smack-
down for local chefs seeking 
big-time bragging rights.

Organizers expect up to 
20,000 people will turn out 
for the seventh annual chili 
fest from 11 a.m.–5 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 4, at the inter-
section of 32nd and Thorn 
streets.

Seven years ago, the chili fest 
started off as a simple little fund-
raiser by parents and neighbor-
hood volunteers to bolster the arts, 
music and Spanish programs at 
McKinley Elementary School, 
located at 3045 Felton St. in the 

Altadena neighborhood south 
of Redwood Street. The school 
serves students who live in South 
Park and North Park, hence the 
festival’s “SoNo” nickname.

see Pianist, pg 3

see Chili, pg 23

Almost 20,000 people are expected at SoNo Fest and Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, Dec. 4, and visitors can sample chili, sip craft beer and listen to music, and 
the children can get their faces painted. (Courtesy of SoNo Fest and Chili Cook-Off)

Book lovers

rejoice!
Construction set
for new library

 Ken Williams | Editor

Sometime next April, a 
wrecking ball will begin demol-
ishing the old IBEW building 
at the corner of Washington 
and Front streets, signaling 
the beginning of construction 
on the long-awaited Mission 
Hills-Hillcrest library.

Todd Gloria, in the waning 
days of serving out his two 
terms as District 3 council 
member before he heads to 
Sacramento as the newly elected 
District 78 assembly member, 
presided over a small ceremony 
on Nov. 22 to announce the plans 
and show off the $20 million li-
brary’s architectural design.

“Our old Mission Hills 
branch library has dutifully 

served the Uptown community 
for more than 50 years,” Gloria 
said. “The growing populations 
in Uptown now necessitate a 
new, expanded, and modern 
facility that can meet the di-
verse needs of its residents and 
serve our city for generations. 
That is exactly what the new 

Mission Hills-Hillcrest li-
brary will do.”

At 14,350 square feet, the 
new library will have 10,000 
square feet more space than 
at the beloved but cramped 
Mission Hills branch located at 

see Library, pg 20

An artist’s rendering of the Mission Hills-Hillcrest library, showing 
Washington Street in the foreground and the entrance off the Front Street 
cul-de-sac (Photo by SDCNN)
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McT REAL ESTATE GROUP
If you are thinking about selling your 
home, call the McT Real Estate Group 
right now to find out how we can help 
you to receive the highest return on 
your most important investment!
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“After the concert is done, or 
almost about to be done, they 
just want 10 more minutes . . . 
they just want to see one more 
bite of it,” the soft-spoken Kim 
said. “My idea of this album is 
to be a collection of the longing 
and wanting to have 10 more 
minutes of a ‘cup of Jeyoon.’”

The album is full of classi-
cal compositions by Debussy, 
Schumann, Chopin, Schubert 
and others.

“These pieces are dear to my 
heart ... like old friends,” Kim said. 

“10 More Minutes” is not de-
signed to be background music 
for grueling tasks throughout 
the day. Kim requests through 
the “user manual” that her 
listeners find a quiet place, don 
some headphones, and read 
her notes on each piece as they 
listen – to be immersed in the 
experience.

“I have realized that the time 
and spaces that I can reach is 
limited, but at the same time 
it doesn’t have to be that way. I 
hope to get to people who nev-
er came to my concert or will 
never be able to come to my 
concert,” Kim said. “To be able 
to share what I’m passionate 
about.”

It only took 30 days on 
Kickstarter to get the funding 
she needed, but it took a year 
and a half to create the album. 
Kim said she pulled together 
the “best team” in the business, 
including a producer, sound en-
gineer, graphic designers, pho-
tographers, a recording studio 
in New York City, and a “great” 
Hamburg Steinway.  

“I cared for every single detail 
of this album, from each single 
note to finishing,” she said. 

Kim grew up in South Korea 
with parents who loved to sing 
and encouraged her musical 

abilities. She started taking 
piano lessons at age 4, and 
hasn’t wanted to do anything 
else since.

“I thought it was always so 
much fun to play piano, and I 
still think it is,” she said.

Kim received the first prize 
in the Korean Music Teachers’ 
Association Competition at age 
18. She made her debut as a 
concert artist that same year 
in Busan, Korea. She received 
a full scholarship to study at 
Busan National University and 
graduated in 2002.

Kim came to the United 
States to continue her musical 
training, earning a master of 
music and doctorate of music 
in piano performance from 
the Jacobs School of Music at 
Indiana University. 

She has also received a 
master of music in piano peda-
gogy from Butler University in 
Indiana, and currently teaches 
at her Hillcrest studio, Dr. Kim 
Piano Academy. Kim does both 
in-person and Skype lessons, 
and works with all ages. The 
school’s website features several 
handwritten notes from young 
students praising her kindness, 
her encouragement, and her 
“funny over-exaggerated impres-
sions of me playing too loud!”

“I see each student and their 
own character as if they are an 
already beautiful bonsai tree,” 
Kim said. “I find the areas that 
they need strengthening, and 
areas that they could shine 
more as it’s their strength. 
Finding unique ways for each 
student to accept these instruc-
tions to grow healthy in music 
is an art in itself.”

Kim has performed all 
over the world, from Korea 
to Austria, and in the U.S. 
from Cleveland to San Diego. 
Big name venues include the 
Hilbert Circle Theatre, GloVil 
Art Hall and the Mozarteum 
Festival. But she specifically 
chose the auditorium at Scripps 
Research Institute for her re-
lease concert, a place where 
she has often performed for the 
San Diego Symphony Chamber 
Music series and La Jolla 
Music Society. 

“I wanted this national cel-
ebration to be where I reside,” 
she said. “I can’t wait to cele-
brate this day with audiences, 
who have been in this journey 
with me all along.”

For more information about 
Kim, her music, or to purchase 
tickets, visit 10moreminute-
sconcert.com, jeeyoonkim.com 
or drkimpiano.com. You can 
also like or follow Jeeyoon 
Kim on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.

—Freelance writer Joyell 
Nevins can be reached at 
joyellc@gmail.com. You can 
also follow her blog “Small 
World, Big God” at swbgblog.
wordpress.com.v

Fun facts 
(non-musical) 

about Dr. Kim
 ● She loves long-

distance swimming and 
was featured on the cover 
of the national Swimmers 
Magazine in 2015.

 ● Her house always 
has fresh fl owers (but no 
plants, saying her thumb is 
more black than green).

 ● She loves going to 
the Hillcrest Farmers 
Market, as it reminds her 
of getting fresh produce at 
the markets in South Korea 
while growing up.

FROM PAGE 1

PIANIST

Classical pianist and teacher Dr. Jeeyoon Kim now calls Hillcrest home. 
(Photos courtesy of First Blush Photos)

Dr. Jeeyoon Kim will perform Dec. 11 at Scripps Research Institute to 
celebrate the release of her new album, “10 More Minutes.”

How to Sell High: 
Avoid these Mistakes 

When Selling Your 
San Diego Home
San Diego - When you decide to sell your home, setting your ask-

ing price is one of the most important decisions you will ever make. 
Depending on how a buyer is made aware of your home, price is often 
the first thing he or she sees, and many homes are discarded by 
prospective buyers as not being in the appropriate price range before 
they’re even given a chance of showing.

Your asking price is often your home’s “first impression”, and if 
you want to realize the most money you can for your home, it’s im-
perative that you make a good first impression.

This is not as easy as it sounds, and pricing strategy should not 
be taken lightly. Pricing too high can be as costly to a home seller as 
pricing too low. Taking a look at what homes in your neighborhood 
have sold for is only a small part of the process, and on its own is 
not nearly enough to help you make the best decision. A recently 
study, which compiles 10 years of industry research, has resulted in 
a new special report entitled “Home Sellers: How to Get the Price 
You Want (and Need)”. This report will help you understand pricing 
strategy from three different angles. When taken together, this in-
formation will help you price your home to not only sell, but sell for 
the price you want.

Order your free report today! To hear a brief recorded message 
about how to order your FREE copy of this report call toll-free 1-800-
728-8254 and enter 1300. You can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.

Get your free special report NOW to learn how to price your home 
to your maximum financial advantage.

This report is courtesy of Reef Point Real Estate. Not intended to 
solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright©2016

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2016 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved.

Each Fitness Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Mission Hills
4019 Goldfinch Street

San Diego, CA 92103

fitnesstogether.com/mission-hills
619.794.0014
Get Started Today!

3 sessions for $99*

Limited Time Offer

COMMIT TO GETTING
FIT THIS FALL.
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All of this benefiting the 
Cabrillo National Monument Foundation, Proud stewards since 1956! 

The Cabrillo National Monument Foundation
619-222-4747   |   cnmf.org 

Remembering Pearl Harbor:
Honoring the Past and Inspiring the Future

Cabrillo National Monument
Saturday, December 10, 2016

10:00 AM- 4:00 PM
Join us as we commemorate the 75th anniversary of the attack on

Pearl Harbor and the United States entrance into World War II.

As we look forward to the next 100 years of stewardship, how will we 
interpret the stories and events of the 21st century in our parks? 

We invite you to join us for this important event. 

Meet The Authors & Artists
Meet Cabrillo’s authors & artists in the Visitor Center 

December 10th & 11th

Join us in the Visitor Center for a meet & greet with the 
authors & an exhibit from our brilliant Artists in Residence!

Kim Fahlen & 
Karen Scanlon:
Lighthouses 
of San Diego

Kenneth Glaze:
The Illustrated 
Fort Rosecrans

Bill Griswold:
Cabrillo National 
Monument: 
An Essay in 
Photographs

K
K
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o
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T
F

B
C
M
A
P

• Tours of the restored military bunker 
• A flyover by a WWII
• Lady Liberty Car Show
• Guided Ranger walks 

• Presentations by men and women who lived  
 on the home front in San Diego during the war
• Ranger programs about what life was like in 
 the United States during the war

Cabrillo National Monument is YOUR National Park! After 100 years, it remains to be a safe 
space to embrace culture, appreciate nature, & express who you are as an individual.

• $10 PER CAR COME VISIT TODAY!
• HOLIDAY GIFTS 
 (Free Gift with $40 purchase in December!)

• TOUR THE OLD POINT LOMA 
   LIGHTHOUSE
• EXPLORE THE TIDEPOOLS
• 9AM-5PM DAILY.
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Binational teamwork transforms another North Park alley
By Margie M. Palmer

Bluxom Salon owner 
Marchelle McKiernan couldn’t 
be more proud of the colorful 
mural that has been painted on 
the back wall facing the alley-
way, which is accessed off Utah 
Street in North Park.

The work of art — be-
hind the salon located at 
2855 El Cajon Blvd. — is 
the latest installment in El 
Cajon Boulevard Business 
Improvement Association’s 
Take Back The Alley (TBTA) 
program. Since its inception in 
2012, the program has helped 
repurpose blighted, poorly lit 
alleyways into vibrant commu-
nity spaces. 

“As of now, the city [of San 
Diego] views the limited uses 
of alleys as a place for gar-
bage pick-up and access for 
fire trucks. Alleys turn into 
public safety hazards unless 
somebody is maintaining them, 
investing in them, or giving 
them a better use,” said Beryl 
Forman, project coordinator for 
the association. “Murals, when 
done well by great artists, be-
come iconic, well-respected lo-
cations within a neighborhood.”

The latest TBTA installa-
tion, Forman said, has been 
incredible. 

“It’s actually the first time 
that a business owner has 
taken the lead on this effort, 
tastefully decided on their vi-
sion and design, recruited vol-
unteers, sought out donations, 
scheduled regularly occurring 
planning meetings, hosted the 
event and invested their own 
money in seeing the project 
through,” she said. “It was also 
a great opportunity to include 
a muralist from Tijuana and 
have a bi-national exchange 
that we are now calling Barrios 
Hermanos.”

McKiernan said she wound 
up connecting with the mural’s 
artist, Rodrigo Villa, thanks 
to a recommendation from the 
association.

“They told me they had an 
artist who has a really big 
following in Mexico who has 
a visa to come into the U.S. to 
do art,” she said. “As soon as 
I saw the piece he envisioned 
being on the building, I just 
knew. I felt that should be here. 
In urban neighborhoods, al-
leys can be a scary and dingy 
place, and I liked the idea of 
taking a place like that and 

turning it into a place to hang 
out, each lunch and engaging 
the community to make [it] 
comfortable.”

Coming up with the vision 
for the wall, Villa said, did 
not take long after he saw pic-
tures of the space. Both he and 
McKiernan are hopeful the mu-
ral will tap into the hearts and 
minds of those who see it. 

“I am hopeful my art will be 
well-received by the community 
as the intention [for] Bluxom’s 
wall is to improve and liven 
the space while beautifying the 
street. As a frontier artist, I am 
convinced that it is important 
to keep these manifestations 
alive and active while inviting 
the viewer to think,” Villa said.

“For me, my goal here is to 
tap into as many senses as pos-
sible with the mural. We will 

be bringing in speakers, new 
lighting, tables and planters. 
We are making it into a really 
nice space and we hope to see it 
utilized,” McKiernan said. 

“I also have this idea of orga-
nizing a wall crawl, where we 
do an El Cajon Boulevard wall 
crawl, or also go into North 
Park. These murals are all over, 
and I think it would be really 
fun to organize an event where 
people bike or walk through the 
neighborhood that will help ac-
tivate businesses up and down 
El Cajon Boulevard.”

—Margie M. Palmer is a 
San Diego-based freelance writ-
er who has been racking up by-
lines in a myriad of news pub-
lications for the past 10 years. 
You can reach her at margiep@
alumni.pitt.edu.v

Mural artist Rodrigo Villa (far right) with Bluxom Salon owner Marchelle 
McKiernan and friends. (Courtesy of Bluxom Salon)

SHOP.
DONATE.
VOLUNTEER.

Support the store that
builds homes and hope.

Furniture, appliances, building materials, and more!

Complete your home improvement project for less!
Proceeds help build Habitat for Humanity homes

in our community!

10222 San Diego Mission Road
Mission Valley
619-516-5267

837 Metcalf Street
Escondido
sdhfh.org

Bring this ad for 20% off one item!

$1,125,000

7565 CHICAGO DRIVE

Lovely, Tuscan-style villa Plan 9 in the highly 
desirable and centrally located community of 
Serramar in La Mesa. This 5 bedroom and 4 full 
bathroom estate lives like an Italian resort. You 
immediately notice the attention to detail and 
upgrades invested by the owner. The grand 
foyer features crown molding, and travertine 
stone flooring with marble inlays. The 9 foot 
ceilings on both floors give this home an even 
more expansive and elegant feel

Nationwide vigil for the victims 
of Sandy Hook, Orlando and  
all victims of gun violence

LIGHTING THE WAY
Remember & Respond

December 14, 2016 
at 6:00 PM

St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral
2728 Sixth Ave. San Diego

#EndGunViolence
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Readers
Poll

To cast your vote, visit 
sduptownnews.com.

New poll

Poll results

What will you 
spend for the holidays?

5% More than usual

5% About the same

90% Cutting back

Staying home

Getting out of town

Going to work

Where will you 
celebrate the holidays?

Uptown CPU 
crashes and 

burns at 
City Council

By Barry Hager and Sanford Lakoff

The Uptown Community Planning 
Update — over seven years in the mak-
ing — collided with the City Council 
on Nov. 14 and went down in flames. 
Scores of Mission Hills residents attend-
ed the hearing that lasted until after 10 
p.m. that evening.  

Unfortunately, the result left many 
with a feeling of déjà vu, as the “new” 
plan approved by the council looks very 
much like the old one adopted in 1988. 
Except that this time developers are 
ready and eager to take advantage of 
the attractions of our historic neighbor-
hoods to impose high-rise projects — 
with the council’s blessing. 

Here are some key outcomes of the 
plan — good and bad — as it relates to 
Mission Hills:

 ● Some single-family areas sur-
rounding Washington and University 
— 1, 4, 5, 8 and 11 on the Mission Hills 
Heritage (MHH) land-use map — will 
be re-designated to permit only sin-
gle-family zoning.

 ● The commercial core area of 
Mission Hills — roughly from Dove 
Street to Ibis to Fort Stockton — will 
retain the 1988 limit of up to 73 dwell-
ing units per acre — well above the 44 
we had recommended. Depending on 
the lot size and including bonuses for 
affordable housing, that zoning rule 
could allow for buildings as tall as sev-
en to 10 floors. Several blocks adjacent 
to the core commercial area of Mission 
Hills and Reynard Way will retain the 
44-unit limit.  

 ● In the commercial core area, “min-
isterial projects” (i.e., those that do not 
require review and approval) can have 
a height limit of up to 50 feet, while 

“discretionary projects” (i.e., those that 
do require scrutiny) could go as high as 
100 feet. And projects using the state 
affordable housing density bonus could 
build even higher.

● Nothing in the new plan requires 
the city to move forward in a timely 
manner to implement the 19 potential 
historic districts in Uptown — nine of 
which are in Mission Hills. And the new 
plan deletes the potential historic district 
of Presidio Hills — the area above Old 
Town that includes historic Presidio Park.

This new plan overrides one arrived at 
in a seven-year negotiation between the 
Planning Department and community 
groups in the Uptown region. The plan 
on the table was not ideal but it took a 
balanced approach that allowed for a 41 
percent increase in housing units while 
preserving height limits and single-family 
zoning in most areas. Only one business 
day before the council hearing, the com-
mission staff released a “modification” that 
gutted what had been agreed to and sum-
marily dismissed the MHH land-use map.

Despite appeals from many speak-
ers at the hearing, the council voted 
7-2 (with David Alvarez and Sherri 
Lightner opposed) to overturn years of 
work representing the community’s vi-
sion for the future. We especially lament 
the demise of the 50-foot height limit 
in the commercial core and the return 
to the potential density levels set in 
1988 for other areas of Mission Hills. 
The last-minute changes also impact 
Hillcrest, which could well become un-
recognizable 10 to 15 years from now.

Questions that remain unanswered:
 ●Why did the Planning Commission 

staff abruptly abandon the recommend-
ed course of action previously agreed to?

 ●What influence if any was exerted by 
the Greenwald Company and supporters of 
its high-density and tall “Uptown Gateway 
Project” now in the works for Hillcrest?

 ●Why did the council ignore the pro-
tests of 880 residents who signed a peti-
tion to retain the 50-foot height limit in 
our commercial core?

Over the next few weeks, MHH will 
review the outcome and consider our 
options, including the possibility of 
a court challenge. We welcome your 
advice. You can contact us at info@
MissionHillsHeritage.com or 619-497-
1193. More information is available on 
our website: MissionHillsHeritage.org.

—Barry Hager is a board member 
of Mission Hills Heritage and Sanford 
Lakoff is a professor emeritus of political 
science at UC San Diego. Both live in 
Mission Hills.
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Spirit of the season
Re: “Dancing on wheels: 
‘Differently abled’ dancers show-
case,” Vol. 8, Issue 24, or at bit.
ly/2gdguBn.

Brought a big smile to my 
face and happy memories of 
wheelchair dancing with stu-
dents at the Viking Center in 
the Grossmont school district. 
An especially beautifully writ-
ten feature and photography for 
this Thanksgiving season, giv-
en the gratitude of the dancers 
for this program and the spirit 
of giving from Wheelchair 
Dance Organization leaders 
and participants.

—Bonnie Bekken via our 
website, sduptownnews.com

Do not give up!
Angry, appalled, embar-

rassed, frightened. There are 
not enough adjectives to de-
scribe my reaction to a white 
America that could, in one 
election, potentially destroy 
any remaining moral author-
ity, sanity and dignity that 
President Barack Obama nobly 
tried to restore to this country.

In my naiveté, I really 
thought that if Donald J. 
Trump received more than 25 
percent of the vote, it would in-
dicate a level of bigotry among 
my fellow-whites, which I would 
consider abhorrent.

What actually happened has 
shaken me to the core, and as 
a white man I cannot help but 
feel complicit. I would like to 
think my white friends and ac-
quaintances share my concerns, 
but it doesn’t appear many of 
them do.

How did this happen? Call 
it a noxious stew of white vic-
timology and toxic masculinity, 
stirred by a master manip-
ulator devoid of any shred of 
character or decency. Throw in 
no small amount of fear, apa-
thy and reflexive support for a 

Republican Party, which is now 
nothing more than a national 
version of the White Citizens’ 
Councils of Mississippi in 
the 1960s. Unfortunately, we 
are looking at a dystopian 
future that is hard to con-
template, and harder yet to 
forestall. However, giving up is 
not a decision moral people can 
make.

I am agnostic, but I prob-
ably know as much, or as 
little, about the Bible as 
those who deliberately take 
quotes out of context to jus-
tify hatred and bigotry. I 
prefer the values shown in 
the Beatitudes. However, the 
America that has been ush-
ered in by the calamity of Nov. 
8, 2016, is more reflective of 
Hosea 10:13, “You have plowed 
wickedness, you have reaped 
injustice, you have eaten the 
fruits of lies.”

— Mark D. McCool of San 
Diego via email

Uptown Community Plan 
Re: “Uptown CPU is approved; 
Gateway plan added,” Vol. 8, 
Issue 24 or at bit.ly/2gCVFAP.

The new Uptown 
Community Plan is a compro-
mise that keeps residential 
densities at the current level. 
It takes the middle ground 
between the Uptown Planners’ 
recommendation to reduce 
densities below what is now 
allowed, and the city of San 
Diego Planning Commission’s 
preference for higher densities 
that would both increase the 
supply of housing, and fight 
climate change, by allowing 
people to live close enough to 
jobs, public transportation, and 
stores to walk or bike.

The Uptown Planners rec-
ommendation represented the 
view of the majority on the 

see Letters, pg 13

Letters 11 Critical Home Inspection Traps to be
Aware of Weeks Before Listing Your

North Park/Mission Hills Home for Sale

27 Quick and Easy Fix Ups to Sell Your
Uptown Home Fast and for Top Dollar

North Park/Mission Hills.
According to industry experts, there are over 33 physical problems that will come under scrutiny during a home 

inspection when your home is for sale. A new report has been prepared which identifies the eleven most common 
of these problems, and what you should know about them before you list your home for sale.

Whether you own an old home or a brand new one, there are a number of things that can fall short of require-
ments during a home inspection. If not identified and dealt with, any of these 11 items could cost you dearly in 
terms of repair. That's why it's critical that you read this report before you list your home. If you wait until the 
building inspector flags these issues for you, you will almost certainly experience costly delays in the close of your 
home sale or, worse, turn prospective buyers away altogether. In most cases, you can make a reasonable pre-in-
spection yourself if you know what you're looking for, and knowing what you're looking for can help you prevent 
little problems from growing into costly and unmanageable ones.

To help homesellers deal with this issue before their homes are listed, a free report entitled "11 Things You 
Need to Know to Pass Your Home Inspection" has been compiled which explains the issues involved. To hear a 
brief recorded message about how to order your FREE copy of this report call toll-free 866-220-9502 and enter 
1003. You can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Get your free special report NOW to learn how to 
ensure a home inspection doesn't cost you the sale of your home.

Uptown San Diego.
Because your home may well be your largest asset, selling it is probably one of the most important decisions 

you will make in your life. And once you have made that decision, you'll want to sell your home for the highest 
price in the shortest time possible without compromising your sanity. Before you place your home on the market, 
here's a way to help you to be as prepared as possible. To assist homesellers, a new industry report has just been 
released called "27 Valuable Tips That You Should Know to Get Your Home Sold Fast and for Top Dollar." It 
tackles the important issues you need to know to make your home competitive in today's tough, aggressive market-
place.

Through these 27 tips you will discover how to protect and capitalize on your most important investment, 
reduce stress, be in control of your situation, and make the best profit possible. In this report you'll discover how 
to avoid financial disappointment or worse, a financial disaster when selling your home. Using a common-sense 
approach, you will get the straight facts about what can make or break the sale of your home.

You owe it to yourself to learn how these important tips will give you the competitive edge to get your home 
sold fast and for the most amount of money. Order your free report today.

To hear a brief recorded message about how to order your FREE copy of this report call toll-free 866-220-9502 
and enter 1023. You can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Get your free special report NOW.

This report is courtesy of Moore & Sons Realty BRE#01990368.

Not intended to solicit buy ers or sellers currently under contract. Copy right © 2016
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Cy gnet’s ‘Christmas Carol’

Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol in Prose, 
Being a Ghost-Story of 
Christmas” originally began 
as a novella published in 1843, 
and then, almost immediately, 
it was adapted for the theater. 

The uplifting story recounts 
the redemption of the miserly 
Ebenezer Scrooge through 
the Christmas Eve visitations 
of his decidedly dead partner, 
Jacob Marley, and three Ghosts 
of Christmas — Past, Present 
and Yet to Come.

Cygnet Theatre Artistic 
Director Sean Murray goes 
back a long way with “A 
Christmas Carol,” initially 
through his youthful associa-
tion with San Diego Repertory 
Theatre as an actor. For many 

years, the Rep presented the 
play annually, and indeed 
Murray directed it there when 
he returned from college at 
North Carolina School of the 
Arts (bachelor of fine arts in 
2000). 

Murray and his life and 
business partner Bill Schmidt 
founded Cygnet Theatre in 
2002 and moved it to Old Town, 
where Murray created his own 
adaptation of “Carol” in 2012. 
Coming in at a sleek two hours, 
it is now seen with music by 
Billy Thompson, choreography 
by Katie Whalley Banville, set 
design by Andrew Hull, cos-
tume design by Jeanne Reith 
(based on original designs 
by Shirley Pierson), lighting 
design by Kyle Montgomery 
(based on original design by R. 
Craig Wolf), wig and makeup 
design by Peter Herman, and 
sound design by Matt Lescault-
Wood. Music Director Patrick 
Marion accompanies a versatile 
company of actors and three 
breathtaking, lifelike puppets 
created by Michael McKeon, 
Lynne Jennings and Rachel 
Hengst.

The current cadre of sing-
er/actors, who sing carols of 
the season as well as origi-
nal music by Thompson, are 
Maggie Carney, Charles 
Evans, Jr., Melissa Fernandes, 
Melinda Gilb, David McBean 

and Patrick McBride, all of 
whom play multiple roles. 
Tom Stephenson portrays 
Scrooge brilliantly, never 
out of touch with what made 
Scrooge Scrooge. The work is 
set in Elizabethan London on 
Christmas Eve.

Physically and vocally im-
posing, McBean presents the 
series of ghosts, not so gently 
leading Scrooge through a life 
increasingly devoted to amass-
ing wealth. One of the play’s 
most poignant moments takes 
Scrooge back to the day when 
his fiancée broke off their 
engagement, accusing him of 
having replaced her with an 
all-consuming new mistress 
named money. The grown-up 
Scrooge’s cry to his youthful 
self, “Call her back! Call her 
back, you idiot!” says it all. 

Now way beyond love and 
meaningful engagement with 
others, Scrooge is forced by the 
ghosts to look upon his pres-
ent, unsustainable existence, 

devoid of humanity and gener-
osity. “I cannot afford to make 
idle people merry,” he says to 
women soliciting money for 
the poor. Equally ugly are his 
relationships with his employ-
ee, Bob Cratchit, father of the 
crippled Tiny Tim, and with 
his own nephew, Fred. 

The company achieves 
harmonic blend despite the 
complexity of Thompson’s 
score. In an especially joyous 
pre-show warm up, all but 
Stephenson sing favorite car-
ols culminating with audience 
participation in “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas,” preparing 
the audience for what is to 
come. What arrives is indeed 
a warm-hearted gem of the 
season.

—Charlene Baldridge has 
been writing about the arts 
since 1979. Follow her blog 
at charlenecriticism.blogspot.
com or reach her at charb81@
gmail.com. v

Theater
Review
Charlene Baldridge

(l to r) Charles Evans Jr., Melissa Fernandes, Maggie Carney, David McBean, 
Melinda Gilb and Patrick McBride (Photos by Ken Jacques)

Believing in the power of Kris Kringle 
By David Dixon

As one Christmas tradition 
ends, another begins. For sev-
eral years, San Diego Musical 
Theatre has presented the 
Irving Berlin musical, “White 
Christmas.” Following the 
performance on Dec. 4, the com-
edy won’t be returning to the 
Spreckels Theatre anytime soon.

The company hopes to have 
a similar, family-friendly 
success on its hands with the 
world premiere of “Miracle on 
34th Street: A Live Musical 
Radio Play.”

The narrative stays true 
to the 1947 movie. A friendly 
department store Santa, Kris 
Kringle (played by Normal 
Heights resident Jim Chovick) 
tells others that he is really 
Santa Claus. His claim leads to 
a Supreme Court case where he 
hopes to prove to the world that 
he actually is St. Nick.

Lance Arthur Smith’s script is 
the latest in a long line of great 
entertainment pieces inspired 
by the classic film. There have 
been several remakes as well as 
a musical called “Here’s Love” 
from “The Music Man” writer 
Meredith Wilson. Hillcrest 

resident and co-star Lise Hafso 
has her own opinions on why 
George Seaton’s motion picture 
continues to be celebrated. 

“The plot is really powerful,” 
she said. “The theme about 
standing up for what you be-
lieve in is really important.”

As the title suggests, the ad-
aptation at the Horton Grand 
Theatre is not a typical stage 
production. The eve is in the 
tradition of an old-fashioned ra-
dio show. Inspired by the 1947 
Lux Radio Hour broadcast ren-
dition, the night features fun 
props, sounds effects and other 
surprises for audiences.

Director Colleen Kollar 
Smith did not want the cast 

to listen to the 
radio event. 
Instead, she 
asked the 
ensemble 
members 
to create 
their own 
interpreta-
tions of the 
characters 
from scratch. “I’m not imper-
sonating Edmund Gwenn,” 
Chovick said. 

Hafso plays several charac-
ters ranging from a young boy 
to an elderly priest. “I’m using 
nine different voices,” she 
said. “It’s challenging trying to 
make them all sound different. 

During early table readings, I 
would close my eyes and try to 
imagine I was listening to the 
other stars on the radio. That 
helped me a little when it came 
to defining my character.”

For Chovick, a tough aspect 
about working on a radio play 
is the way he interacts with 
others. “We look out at the 

crowd a lot and don’t have 
many face-to-face conver-

sations,” he said. “The 
presentation is very 
theatrical.”

The show features 
famous tunes and origi-

nal songs from Midtown 
resident Jon Lorenz.
 One particular musical 

number that has connected with 
Chovick is called “Miracles.” 

“The lyrics discuss how 
miracles can be appreciated 
every day of the year,” he 
said. “That’s a very nice 

thought. There are also catchy 
tunes about Macy’s and Gimbels.” 

What makes Kris’ journey sat-
isfying for Chovick is the character 
development with the main family 
who form a connection with him. 

“The characters are not what 
you expect,” he said. “Some of 
them, like Doris (Janaya Jones) 

and her daughter, Susan (Julia 
Van Skike), start off as rather 
unpleasant. They become ex-
tremely sympathetic, because 
the two of them change.”

Although radio plays rarely 
are performed at the Horton 
Grand, Hafso thinks audiences 
will be rewarded for attending. 

“It’s such a magical show,” she said. 
“It’s a beautiful story that I think ma-
ny people need to hear today.”

An artist who has faith in 
the continuation of “Miracle on 
34th Street” is Chovick. 

“If you come this year, you’ll 
want to come every year,” he said. 

—David Dixon has written 
reviews and features for various 
print and online publications. 
You can reach him at daviddix-
on0202@gmail.com.v
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“Miracle on “Miracle on 

3434
thth

 Street:  Street: 

A Live Musical Radio Play”

Horton Grand Theatre
444 Fourth Ave. 

(Downtown)
Thursdays — Sundays

Through Dec. 24
858-560-5740

sdmt.org

“A 
Christmas 

Carol”
Adapted by Sean Murray
Score by Billy Thompson

Based on the story by 
Charles Dickens

Through Dec. 24
Cygnet Theatre

4040 Twiggs St. (Old Town)
cygnettheatre.com

619-337-1525

David McBean (left) and Tom Stephenson

David McBean (standing) and 
Tom Stephenson with other cast 
members

Lise Hafso and Jim 
Chovick (Courtesy of SDMT)
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Winemaker Emily Bloom 
asks, “Why should grapes have 
all the fun?” when citing seven 
different alternative-fruit wines 
available for the current soft open-
ing of California Fruit Wine 
Company’s new tasting room 
in Hillcrest. The company’s pro-
duction facility was established 
several years ago in Carlsbad by 
siblings Alan and Brian Haghighi 
for crafting vinos made with pine-
apples, mangos, pomegranates 
and cherries. Cranberries have 
entered into the equation for a 
seasonal wine that’s now avail-
able through the holidays.

The wines are also dis-
tributed to local, commercial 
establishments that include 
Boulevard Wine & Spirits
in City Heights, Double 
Standard Kitchenetta in the 
Gaslamp Quarter, Crushed in 
Pacific Beach, and others.

The tasting room, which 
replaces Vinavanti Urban 
Winery, also serves house-
made sangria, flatbreads and 
small bites. Bloom says weekend 
brunch is in the works. Hours 
of operation are 3 to 10 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
(until 11 p.m. on Fridays); noon 
to 11 p.m. Saturdays; and 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Sundays. 1477 
University Ave., 877-484-6282, 
californiafruitwine.com.

The Hillcrest History Guild will hold its 10th annual hol-
iday potluck dinner at 6 p.m. Dec. 13 at the San Diego Indoor 
Sports Club in Bankers Hill. The event is free and open to the 
public. Attendees are asked to bring a salad or savory side dish 
while donning their festive holiday attire. Turkeys will be pro-
vided by UCSD Hillcrest; mashed potatoes, gravy and dressing 
will be made by Scripps Health; and desserts will be donated 
by Sharp Health. In addition, breads will be supplied by Bread 
and Cie. The dinner will also feature raffle drawings and a per-
formance by the Westminster Carolers. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
3030 Front St., 619-298-0779, hillcresthistory.org.

A cafeteria-style restaurant featuring scratch cooking with lo-
cally sourced ingredients opened Nov. 28 in the Hotel Circle space 
previously occupied by Adam’s Steak & Eggs.

Named Crust Kitchen, owners Steve Abbo and Andy Hirmez 
designed the restaurant with busy hotel visitors in mind while al-
so catering to locals with elegant displays of salads, pizzas, sand-
wiches, roasted meats, side dishes and desserts. Customers queue 
up in line and point to the items they want to purchase, much like 
the system in place at Lemonade in Hillcrest.

Abbo and Hirmez also own the adjoining Travel Mart (for-
merly Albi’s Beef Inn) and the nearby Value Liquor and Mini 
Mart. 1201 Hotel Circle South, 619-501-1112, crustkitchen.com.

Since opening this year, Encontro North Park will present 
its first beer dinner from 5:30–9 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8. The 
four-course meal will be augmented by beers from nearby Thorn 
St. Brewery. The cost is $45 per person. 3001 University Ave., 
619-291-1220, encontronorthpark.com.

Giant short ribs will be introduced at Wood Ranch BBQ & 
Grill in Mission Valley, beginning Dec. 9.

“We take the whole rib bones from certified Angus beef and 
then smoke them for many hours over pecan wood” says Wood 
Ranch’s director of culinary development Alex Benes, adding 
that each rib measures about 10 inches long, holds 14-plus 
ounces of meat and feeds two people. Sold singly for $33 with a 
shareable side dish – mashed potatoes, broccoli, peanut coleslaw 
or mac n’ cheese – they’re available Fridays through Sundays. 
7510 Hazard Center Drive, 619-764-4411, woodranch.com.

Revered for its crafty hot dogs, parsley-garlic fries and donuts 
made to order, the Dharma Dogs food truck has returned with 
a fresh set of wheels and in a new, permanent location in the 
Target Express parking lot in South Park.

Steven Zatarain and his girlfriend, Jhoenn Dejesus, intro-
duced the food truck several years ago in Hillcrest, where they 
operated nightly in front of Eli Vigderson’s European Car 
Repairs on University Avenue. After suspending the effort, 
Zatarain went into the business of rebuilding food trucks and de-
cided to custom-design one for the re-launch of Dharma Dogs.

Their menu remains the same as before, which includes four 
signature hot dogs such as the bacon-wrapped “Baja” covered in 
jalapenos, grilled onions, tomatoes and chipotle ketchup. The 
dogs are available in beef, vegan or organic versions, and patrons 
can also customize the toppings. Hours of operation are from 
11 a.m.–11 p.m., daily. 3030 Grape St., 619-757-3061.

After two years of catering 
to hardcore carnivores with 
items such as beaver tacos, 
rabbit poutine and gourmet sau-
sages — and to the occasional 
protests of vegan activists — 
S&M Sausage and Meat in 
University Heights closed its 
doors on Nov. 23. The company, 
which also shut down its outpost 
last month in East Village’s 
Quartyard, recently announced 
the closing of its flagship estab-
lishment on Facebook without 
explanation. As of press time, 
S&M’s owner, Scott Slater of 
Slater’s 50/50, had not returned 
our calls or emails requesting 
a statement. 4130 Park Blvd. 

Grapeless wines arrive to a new 
tasting room in Hillcrest. (Courtesy 
of California Fruit Wine Company)

A North Park hot spot plans its fi rst beer dinner with a local brewery. (Facebook) A heightened level of cuisine arrives to Hotel Circle. (Photo by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

These may be the biggest short ribs in town. (Courtesy of Wood Ranch BBQ & Grill)

A favorite food truck is back in business. (Photo by Steven Zatarain)

—Frank Sabatini Jr. can be reached at fsabatini@san.rr.com.v
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Rowing into Hillcrest for fi sh and beer 

If you take away the urban 
street vibe of Fourth Avenue 
pulsing through the front 
windows, Two Paddles Fish 
& Grill would easily qualify 
as a beachside establishment 
catering to sandaled customers 
with cold brews and grilled fish 
sandwiches.

The eatery, which opened 
this year in place of Tapas 
Picasso Spanish Restaurante, 
greets visitors with vibrant 

blue walls, nautical-style chan-
deliers and whimsical murals 
of sea inhabitants.

Block-wood tables of varying 
heights dominate the open din-
ing area, which also includes a 
bar that offers a limited selec-
tion of craft beer on tap, as well 
as bottled labels and several 
California wines. The atmo-
sphere is bright and casual, 
and it felt decidedly summery 
inside even on the cold, misty 
day I visited.

Fresh seafood takes center 
stage. It’s available regularly 
in tacos, salads, sandwiches 
and plates. During happy 
hour, however, the oceanic 

victuals are limited to various 
appetizers such as ceviche, 
fried calamari, bacon-wrapped 
shrimp, and a Mexican-style 
shrimp cocktail that resem-
bles a chunky bloody mary 
in a rocks glass. They’re all 
$3 off.

Draft and bottled beers drop 
$2 in price, and the choices 
vary from Coors and Corona 
to Sculpin by Ballast Point 
and “That Guava Beer” from 
Legacy Brewing Co.

I washed down my well-
stocked shrimp cocktail with a 
pint of Blood Orange IPA from 
33 Latitude Brewing. It’s juic-
ier and less hoppy than most 
IPAs, thus striking a soothing 
balance to the tangy tomato 
juice and pungent onions in my 
shrimp cocktail.

The fruitiness of the beer 
also put me in the mood for hot 
wings. They’re served 10 to an 
order and sell for only $8.95 
during happy hour, which 
possibly explains why the 
kitchen ran out of them that 
day. Rarely do I find full orders 
of chicken wings for under $12 
anymore.

Oddly, a basket of onion 
rings also cost $8.95 after the 
discount. With my shrimp 
cocktail reduced in price to 
$5.25, I was compelled to ask 
the bartender what makes 
these O-rings so precious. 

“It’s a very large order, 
enough for a couple people,” 
she warned when realizing 
I was visiting solo.

I’ll spring for them next 
time when I have a beer-
thirsty posse in tow, which 
Two Paddles seems exactly 
tailored for with its ample 
seating and colorful, welcom-
ing ambiance in the heart of 
Hillcrest.v

Come On 

Get Happy!
Dr. Ink

RATINGS
Drinks: CCCCAbout a half-dozen craft 
beers on tap augment a 
slighter larger selection 
of bottled brews, mostly 
domestics. There’s also a 
limited selection of medio-
cre wines by the glass from 
Mirassou, Blackstone and 
Crane Lake.

Food: CCCCIn addition to several 
reduced-price appetizers 
involving fresh seafood, 
such as fried calamari, 
oysters, and Mexican-style 
shrimp cocktail, bargain 
noshes also include hot 
wings, onion rings and 
edamame.

Value: CCCCCMost of the draft beers 
during happy hour drop 
down to $4 a pint. Wines 
by the glass are also $4, 
and if you opt for the 
shrimp cocktail, you pay 
only $5.25 for a fairly gen-
erous portion.

Service: CCCCCThe woman servicing both 
the bar and dining area 
greeted customers warmly 
as they walked through the 
door. She quickly tended to 
drink and food orders, and 
verbally pointed out the 
happy-hour specials in the 
absence of a menu listing 
them.

Atmosphere: CCCCCA whimsical nautical 
theme pervades through-
out an airy dining room 
marked by blue walls, fish 
murals, and chandeliers 
embellished with heavy 
ropes.

Two Paddles 
Fish & Grill 

3923 Fourth Ave. 
(Hillcrest)

619-431-5202
twopaddlesfi sh.com

Happy Hour
2 to 7 p.m. daily

Shrimp cocktail (Photos by Dr. Ink)
Blood Orange IPA by Latitude 
33 Brewing

Fish paintings accent the dining room walls (Photo by Dr. Ink)

Shrimp cocktail (Photos by Dr. Ink)
B
33

Lic #374603274

Call today to schedule your 
personal visit.

Retirement Living  •  Assisted Living

(619) 313-4881 
2567 Second Avenue
San Diego, CA 92103 
merrillgardens.com

Merrill Gardens at Bankers Hill knows how to celebrate  
the holidays – with music, entertainment, and special holiday 
dining experiences. We’ll even take you shopping and help  

you wrap your gifts! Join us to enjoy this special time  
of year with friends.

Home for the Holidays
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An encounter with jackfruit

As we began perusing the 
menu at Del Sur Mexican 
Cantina in South Park, our 
waitress interjected to de-
scribe the fare as “Mexican 
grandmother food with healthy 
twists.”

After indulging shameless-
ly in too many butter-laced 
dishes over Thanksgiving, we 
took comfort in knowing the 
frijoles achieve their cream-
iness from olive oil instead 

of lard. Seasonal fish that 
appears in certain items is 
locally sourced and grilled — 
no battered, fried stuff from 
what we could see. And if you 
come knocking for a salad, the 

“cantina” medley combines 
about 10 different veggies with 
charred panela cheese and cit-
rus vinaigrette. 

Yet the homey and matriar-
chal approach to cooking turns 
rather sophisticated at Del Sur 
when you consider dishes that 
incorporate things like silky 
poblano crema, spiced chayote 
squash, and elusive jackfruit, 
which fascinated us when 

eating it in a taco. Compared 
to most other cantinas around 
town, there’s an appeasing 
gourmet factor at work here.

Del Sur was launched 
in March by business part-
ners Lauren Passero and 
Kate Grimes, who also own 
Kensington Café and The 
Haven Pizzeria. The address 
formerly housed Brabant Bar 
& Café and the globally in-
spired Vagabond some years 
before that.

All the charm of the space 
has been retained; a sidewalk 
patio with flower boxes leads 
into a solid, rustic interior 
marked by a cozy bar, where 

house-made 
syrups 
and fresh 
fruit juices 
complement 
many of the 
cocktails. 

Also, the walls 
now show off bold 

and colorful sections 
that were painted to resem-

ble serape blankets.
Warm, bubbly tortillas 

chips and edgy roasted chipo-
tle salsa arrived swiftly to our 
table after we sat down. More 
of the lightweight chips fol-
lowed with an order of mouth-
watering street corn the menu 
describes as freshly shucked. 
We had no reason to think oth-
erwise. The corn’s freshness 
was apparent, even with liber-
al accents of lime, cotija cheese 
and the poblano crema.

Another appetizer, the que-
so crisp, featured a fried (or 
possibly baked) flour tortilla 
mantled with cubed chayote, 

earthy mushrooms, avoca-
do-serrano sauce, the crema, 
and just enough melted cotija 
cheese to qualify it as Mexican 
pizza.

 Jackfruit marinated in 
adobo sauce appears on the 
menu as an option in tacos. 
Indigenous to tropical regions 
of Asia, it’s a bulky tree crop 
that contains flesh remarkably 
similar in texture to chick-
en, hence its rising stardom 
in vegan restaurants such 
as Kindred, located several 
blocks away.

Low in calories and rich 
in B vitamins, it was my first 
time trying the fruit, which 

I’ve admittedly avoided in 
savory dishes, assuming it 
would be mushy and overly 
sweet. I was wrong on both 
counts, and astounded we 
were eating a plant-based fill-
ing in the taco.

We also shared a combina-
tion plate featuring a crispy 
taco stuffed with shredded 
beef that I found too salty; a 
chicken enchilada that was as 
flavorful as any from a grand-
mother’s oven; and a chile 
relleno tamale, which tasted 
fantastic when the scant green 
chilies surfaced from beneath 
the heavy masa exterior.

The dish included rice and 
beans, and both perked up sig-
nificantly after drizzling them 
with creamy habanero sauce 
parked alongside our table 
salsa.

Rounding out the menu 
are items such as plantain 
tacos, enchiladas suizas, veg-
gie burritos, various tostadas, 
and carnitas and carne asada 
plates — a stimulating con-
vergence of uncommon and 
familiar Mexican dishes that 
strikes a perfect tone to South 
Park’s quaint dining scene.

—Frank Sabatini Jr. is the 
author of “Secret San Diego” 
(ECW Press), and began his 
local writing career more 
than two decades ago as a 
staffer for the former San 
Diego Tribune. Reach him at 
fsabatini@san.rr.com.v

Restaurant
Review 
Frank Sabatini Jr.

Del Sur Mexican Cantina
2310 30th St. (South Park)

619-501-0643
delsurmexicancantina.com

Prices: Soups, salads and appetizers, $4 to $12; 
taco and specialty plates, $9 to $15; burritos and 

a la carte items, $3.50 to $12

Mexican food with healthy twists in South Park (Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Street corn with 
poblano crema
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crisp

Jackfruit 
(left) and 

carnitas taco

(l to r) Chicken enchilada, chile 
relleno tamale, and beef taco 
fl anked by beans and rice
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The Old Globe Theatre
1363 Old Globe Way 92101
619-234-5623 
theoldglobe.org

Dr. Seuss’ “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!”
Through Dec. 26

The Old Globe Theatre 
has been home to the most 
acclaimed national artists, 
designers, directors and play-
wrights in show business. More 
than 20 productions produced 
at The Old Globe have gone 
on to play Broadway and 
off-Broadway, garnering 13 
Tony Awards and numerous 
nominations.

In 1984, The Old Globe was 
the recipient of the Tony Award 
for Outstanding Regional 
Theater for its contribution 
to the development of the art 
form. These awards bring world 
attention not only to The Old 
Globe but also to San Diego’s 
rich cultural landscape.

Located in Balboa Park off 
El Prado, between the San 
Diego Museum of Art and the 
Museum of Man, The Old Globe 
is presenting its annual family 
musical, “Dr. Seuss’ How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas!” with 
shows through Dec. 26. The 
show is described as a wonder-
ful, whimsical musical based 
upon the classic Dr. Seuss book.

Back at The Old Globe for its 
19th year, this family favorite 
features the songs “This Time 
of Year,” “Santa for a Day” and 

“Fah Who Doraze,” the delight-
ful carol from the animated 
version of “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!”

Celebrate the holidays as the 
Old Globe Theatre is once again 
transformed into the snow-cov-
ered Whoville, right down to 
the last can of Who-hash. For 
more information and tickets, 
visit tinyurl.com/z89fsrz.

San Diego Gay Men’s Chorus
at Balboa Theatre 

868 Fourth Ave. 92101
619-570-1100
sandiegotheatres.org

“Jingle”
Dec. 10 & 11

San Diego Gay Men’s Chorus
at Sycuan Casino
5469 Casino Way, El Cajon 
92019
619-445-6002 
sycuan.com 

“Jingle”
Dec. 17

The San Diego Gay Men’s 
Chorus is one of the largest gay 
choruses in the world. Founded 
in 1985, it has performed across 
the nation including at the 
White House, the Super Bowl 
and at Comic-Con. Their mis-
sion is to create a positive musi-
cal experience through exciting 
performances, which engage 
audiences, build community 
support and provide a dynamic 
force for social change.

SDGMC is presenting 
“Jingle” with four shows at 
two locations in San Diego. 
The family-friendly spec-
tacular includes wintry and 
wonderful holiday music from 
traditional favorites like 

“Silent Night,” “I’ll Be Home 
for Christmas” and “The 
Christmas Song” to modern 
classics like Frozen’s “Do You 
Wanna Build a Snowman” 
to a hilarious look at how 
Broadway stars celebrate the 
holidays. Featuring special 
appearances by SDGMC’s 
highly acclaimed Chamber 
Chorale and the audience fa-
vorite Mood Swings ensemble.

For more information and 
tickets, visit tinyurl.com/
hydsdg3.

San Diego Musical Theatre
at Spreckels Theatre
121 Broadway #600 92101
619-235-9500 
spreckels.net

“White Christmas”
Through Dec. 4

San Diego Musical Theatre
at Horton Grand Theatre
444 Fourth Ave. 92101
760-295-7541 
tinyurl.com/j5f64oz

“Miracle on 34th Street”
Through Dec. 24

San Diego Musical 
Theatre (SDMT), founded 
by Erin and Gary Lewis 
on Sept. 26, 2006, is a pro-
fessional, nonprofit theater 
organization that produces 
Broadway musicals. With 
its mission statement, “To 
passionately produce and 
provide professional musical 
theater that ignites the hu-
man spirit,” the SDMT will 
present two shows this holi-
day season. 

At the Spreckels Theatre, 
through Dec. 4, the classic hol-
iday movie “White Christmas” 
will be brought to life on stage. 
Based on the beloved, time-
less film, this heartwarming 
musical adaptation features 
17 Irving Berlin songs. Army 
veterans Bob Wallace and Phil 
Davis have a successful song-
and-dance act after World War 
II. With romance in mind, the 
two follow a duo of beautiful 
singing sisters en route to their 
Christmas show at a Vermont 
lodge, which just happens to be 
owned by Bob and Phil’s for-
mer commander.

The dazzling score features 
well-known standards, in-
cluding “Blue Skies,” “I Love 
A Piano,” “How Deep is the 
Ocean?” and the perennial 
favorite, “White Christmas.” It 
promises a merry and bright 
theatrical experience for the 
whole family!

For more information and 
tickets, visit sdmt.org.

At the Horton Grand 
Theatre, from Dec. 1–24, 
“Miracle on 34th Street” will 
bring a heartwarming holiday 
classic to San Diego, retold in 
the tradition of a live 1940s 
era radio broadcast. When 
a department store Santa 
claims he’s the real Kris 
Kringle, his case gets taken 
all the way to the Supreme 
Court. Watch the miracle un-
fold when the belief of a little 
girl makes all the difference 
in this iconic story.

Adapted from the 1947 Lux 
Radio Hour Broadcast and 
staged with live Foley effects 
and a score of holiday car-
ols, “Miracle on 34th Street” is 
a beloved musical that will 
melt even the most cynical of 
hearts.

For more information and 
tickets, visit sdmt.org.

San Diego Repertory 
Theatre
Lyceum Space
79 Horton Plaza 92101
619-544-1000 
lyceumevents.org 

“The Dybbuk for Hannah 
and Sam’s Wedding”
Through Dec. 18

San Diego Repertory 
Theatre is San Diego’s resident 
professional theater —cele-
brating year-round on three 

see Holiday guide, pg 13

NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 18

YOU’RE THE GUEST AT 

A WEDDING WHERE 

SPIRITS ARE CONSUMED…

AND INVITED!

Written & Directed by TODD SALOVEY
Based on the play by S. Ansky

Original Music Written & Performed by YALE STROM
Starring RON CAMPBELL

619.544.1000  |  SDREP.ORG  |  Lyceum Theatre  |  Horton Plaza

Book Tickets Now! Ask About Free Parking!

12 San Diego Uptown News | Dec. 2 — 15, 2016 sdcnn.comHOLIDAY GUIDE



stages and in art galleries the 
diversity and creativity of the 
community. As the resident 
and managing company of the 
Lyceum Theatre, San Diego 
Repertory Theatre produces 
and hosts over 300 events and 
performances a year. This holi-
day season features two shows 
in December hosted at the 
Lyceum Space.

“The Dybbuk for Hannah 
and Sam’s Wedding,” show-
ing through Dec. 18, features 
nationally renowned master 
actor and clown Ron Campbell 
(“R. Buckminster Fuller: The 
History — and Mystery — of 
the Universe”) playing all 21 
characters in this “Dybbuk.”

The mystical story centers 
on a broken vow that results 
in a wandering spirit taking 
possession of a bride on her 
wedding day. Boundaries 
between the natural and su-
pernatural worlds dissolve in 
this tale of powerful young 
love and spiritual possession. 
You will find yourself in the 
spell of a Yiddish classic 
that is a humorous and hor-
rific folk tale of wondrous 
meaning.

For more information and 
tickets, visit sdrep.org.

“A Snow White Christmas”
Dec. 2–24

San Diego Theatres, in 
collaboration with San 
Diego Repertory Theatre 
and Lythgoe Family Panto, 
present “A Snow White 
Christmas!” with perfor-
mances Dec. 2–24. “A Snow 
White Christmas” is the 
American Panto version based 
on the “Snow White” fairytale, 
which includes singing, dancing 
and interactive fun and magic.

Whether young or old, a 
Panto will be enjoyed by all 
members of the family during 
the holiday season.

For more information and 
tickets, visit sdrep.org.

Hillcrest Business 
Association
3737 Fifth Ave.
San Diego, CA 92103

Taste N’ Tinis 2016
Dec. 8, 4–9 p.m.

The Hillcrest Business 
Association’s classic annual 
cocktail party is right around 
the corner for all you holiday 
goers. San Diego’s most beloved 

neighborhood is serving up a 
festive way to spend the holiday 
season, whether celebrating with 
your friends, that special some-
one, or just a girl’s night out.

Take a walk through the 
iconic Hillcrest neighborhood 
as you enjoy delicious food, 
decadent desserts and holiday 
seasoned and inspired martinis. 
Participating retail locations 
throughout the neighborhood 
will serve specialty martinis 
and restaurants will compliment 
them with tasty samplings.

Along with your guided tour, 
you will have the opportunity to 
do some much-needed holiday 
shopping for yourself or your loved 
ones and to find that special gift.

This holiday season, 
Hillcrest is bringing you the 
ultimate experience with 
Taste N’ Tinis on Dec. 8, from 
4–9 p.m. Tickets are $25 in 
advance and $30 on the day of 
the event. The first 250 tick-
et purchasers will receive a 
collectible martini glass with 
our Taste N’ Tinis logo. Will 
call and check-in will be in 
the Rite Aid parking lot at 535 
Robinson Ave.

Participants in the cocktail 
portion of this event must be 
21 years or older and have a 
valid photo ID to enter. To pur-
chase tickets, visit tinyurl.com/
hrvguug. v
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board who are against change 
in Uptown. It would have re-
duced the amount of housing 
that could have been built 
in the future, and driven up 
the cost to buy and rent for 
everyone; while at the same 
time hurting property own-
ers financially by lowering 
the value of over $7 billion in 
property.

The Planning Commission 
has to consider what is best 
for the city as a whole, not just 
what one board recommends. 
Before voting on the plan, 
they talked about the hous-
ing crises in San Diego. They 
noted that other communities 
had increased densities when 
they updated their community 
plans, rather than trying to 
keep people out.

They also said that the 
newly adopted Climate Action 
Plan, which the Uptown 
Planners voted in favor of, 
calls for increasing the per-
centage of people who walk or 
bike to work. That means that 
we need to allow more people 
to live close enough to walk, 
bike or take public transit.

The compromise the 
Planning Commission voted 
to recommend to the City 
Council won’t result in much 
new housing in the 20 years 
before the next Uptown 
Community Plan, or do much 
to fight climate change. The 
proof is that the current den-
sities haven’t resulted in much 
new housing in the 28 years 
since the last community plan 
lowered densities in 1988. 
While planners might say that 
if everything that could pos-
sibly be built were built, we 
would have 22,000 new resi-
dents at build-out; build-out 
never happens in an existing 

urban community like Uptown. 
The reality is that not every-
thing that can be built gets 
built, and what is built rarely 
is built as big as it could be.

Since relatively few build-
ings were built in the last 28 
years with the current land 
use densities, it isn’t logical 
to expect that many will be 
built in the next 20 years with 
the same densities. We have 
had only 0.4 percent annual 
growth in Uptown since the 
1988 Community Plan. At this 
rate, (0.4 percent times 20 
years), we would expect only 8 
percent growth in population 
in the next 20 years, or an 
increase of only 2,880 people 
over our current population 
of 36,000. That isn’t enough 
growth to accommodate our 
own millennial children.

To build enough new hous-
ing for our children, and other 
people’s children, and fight 
climate change; we need to 
find ways to actually increase 
densities in the right places. 
The Gateway District is one of 
those places. It is close enough 
to walk to jobs in the Medical 
Complex, to stores and restau-
rants, and straddles six bus 
routes. This project is big 
enough to include infrastruc-
ture improvements, a public 
park, and finally a new public 
parking garage for Hillcrest!

Todd Gloria and most of the 
City Council voted to approve 
this compromise plan, because 
they considered it better for 
the future of the city of San 
Diego and Uptown, than low-
ering densities to keep our 
children out. For the sake of 
our children and their future, 
we should be thanking them!

—Sharon Gehl of Mission 
Hills, via our website

The creation of a Gateway 
District in Hillcrest is a tool 
the community can use to get 
the things that the city has 
been unable to provide like 

park space and an improved 
walking experience. In ex-
change for providing these 
public benefits, developers will 
be incentivized by increased 
density that allow for smaller 
and more affordable units to be 
built; also a public benefit.

As far as the Uptown 
planning group is concerned, 
they cannot disregard the 
city’s governing documents 
like the General Plan and 
Climate Action Plan and then 
cry victim when their recom-
mendations are not adopted. 
Additionally, the planning 
group’s vote to downzone 
Uptown was not a unanimous 
one. That combined with dif-
fering recommendations from 
the city’s Code Monitoring 
Team, Technical Advisory 
Committee and Planning 
Commission, plus broad-based 
support for a more progres-
sive plan from the business 
community, property owners, 
residents and environmental 
groups, the City Council’s vote 
could only go one way.

The plan that was adopted 
aims to serve the entire com-
munity instead of the estab-
lished few. Well done!

—Elizabeth Robinson via our 
website

The just-approved CPU 
for Uptown includes many of 
things long envisioned for this 
district. Just as the Sears to 
Uptown Shopping Center (now 
HUB) redevelopment improved 
the Hillcrest neighborhood 
just after the adoption of the 
last Uptown CPU, the Uptown 
Gateway can remake a part of 
Hillcrest for the better. Some 
of the eyesores that have long 
been complained about (hel-
lo, Pernicanos) will finally be 
improved.

An increase in both market 
rate and low income housing 

FROM PAGE 7

LETTERS

see Letters, pg 14

19th SmashYear!

CRITIC’S CHOICE
“A matchless holiday favorite. As witty, 

sweetly charming, and rewarding as ever!”
The San Diego Union-Tribune

Hurry! Some performances already sold out! 
Limited engagement through December 26!

J. Bernard Calloway.  Photo by Jim Cox.
Dr. Seuss Properties TM & (c) 1957 and 2016 Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P. All Rights Reserved.

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
Book and Lyrics by Timothy Mason

Music by Mel Marvin   
Directed by James Vasquez

Original Production Conceived and Directed by Jack O’Brien

Generously sponsored by Audrey S. Geisel

(619) 23-GLOBE! (234-5623)   www.TheOldGlobe.org 
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HILLCREST

DECEMBER 8 • • 4PM-9PM

FabulousHillcrest.com • Facebook/fabhillcrest

OVER 30 PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES

Torreon Importers 
 Gioia’s Room Boutique

Cody’s Home + Gift
Detour Salon
Adam + Eve

Village Hat Shop 
 Green Fresh Florals

Mankind 
Creative Crossroads
Bluestocking Books

 Lemonade
Urban Mo’s
 H20 Sushi 

Baja Betty’s
 Luna Grill 
 Hillcrest 

Brewing Company
Roberto’s Taco Shop Hillcrest

Lotus Thai
Crest CaféBluestocking Bo

DELICIOUS FOOD TASTINGS
DECADENT MARTINIS

HOLIDAY SHOPPING SPECIALS
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will help moderate the cost of 
housing in this neighborhood.

The increased density will 
allow more businesses to thrive. 
Hillcrest has long been a des-
tination for great shopping as 
many people drove from other 
ZIP codes to take advantage of 
the Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s, 
Hillcrest farmers market and 
the variety of local retail, eat-
ing and entertainment estab-
lishments. More neighbors in 
a walkable neighborhood will 
help all Hillcrest and Uptown 
businesses.

Some longtime Uptown res-
idents may want to maintain 
the suburban density. That 
level of density will not support 
the mass transit, public spaces, 
interesting businesses, public 
art, services and amenities 
that everyone wants.

Every walking trip to a 
store takes one more car off the 
streets of Hillcrest and reduces 
the need for one more parking 
place. Increased density will 
make mass transit a more vi-
able solution, further reducing 
cars on the streets. Improved 
bike infrastructure will also 
help tie the east and west sides 
of Hillcrest together. This was 
a vision in the last CPU that 
had never fully been realized.

It has been a long process 
and I am happy the City 
Council had the courage to 
move forward with a plan 
that will help this important 
neighborhood grow into the 
future. I am looking forward to 

the next vibrant phase of this 
over 100-year-old neighborhood. 
Let’s go!

—Glenn Younger via our 
website

At the City Council meet-
ing on Nov. 14,  District 3 
Councilmember Todd Gloria 
lent a deaf ear, and turned a 
blind eye to the residents of the 
Uptown community.  

There were more than four 
hours of testimony by dozens of  
Uptown residents opposed to a 
recently modified Community 
Plan. The plan will allow height 
increases in all six neighbor-
hoods, and allow buildings of 
unlimited height in the heart 
and soul of Hillcrest. 

Some of the testimony in 
opposition was tearful in plead-
ing, some in anger, and  much 
simply asking for consideration 
of an alternate plan. The al-
ternate plan represents seven 
years of hard work by Uptown 
Planners, the city’s elected advi-
sory body for land-use issues in 
the community. Instead, a green 
light was given to a developer’s 
dream.

It is hard to imagine how 
any councilmember could fail 
to see the questionable and un-
desirable elements in the plan 
they approved, but fail they did. 
Seven out of nine followed the 
failed leadership of Mr. Gloria 
who supported the plan and 
whose District 3 encompasses 
the Uptown community.  

Not only is the approved 
plan questionable, but its last 
minute railroading through ap-
proval makes a mockery of the 
democratic seven-year process 
that preceded it — in the six 

neighborhoods, and at Uptown 
Planners. Some 500 pages of 
material was released in the 
last few days, with little time for 
public review. 

The claim that only unlim-
ited construction heights could 
assure affordable housing is 
ludicrous. Expensive high-rise 
condos is the far more likely 
outcome. Justifying unlimited 
height with compliance to the 
Climate Action Plan (CAP) is a 
red herring. Nothing could be 
further from the truth.

The truth is, a small group 
of powerful and politically con-
nected developers hijacked the 
carefully crafted work of the 
residents,  and bastardized it to 
suit their financial goals. Only 
two of the nine councilmembers 
had the volition to vote against 
the plan.  The others went along 
with Gloria and the well-heeled 
development lobbyists.

It was a sad day for the 
democratic process. Mr. Gloria 
announced that the next day 
would be his last City Council 
meeting. With a new, completely 
unexpected plan forced on the 
community, he gave a farewell 
finger to his constituents. 

—Dennis Seisun of Hillcrest 
via email

Democracy is now dead in 
Uptown. We can dispense with 
the Uptown Planners group 
— total waste of time. Thanks, 
Todd!

—Donna Shanske via our 
website

The residents of Uptown who 
oppose the city’s latest version 
of the Community Plan Update 
have been unfairly character-
ized as against change, growth 
and density. This is simply 
not the case. We care about 
the quality of life throughout 
Uptown, about preserving char-
acter and history, about smart 
planning for the growth that 
will affect the core of Hillcrest 
and mobility on all levels.

We welcome new development 
and density but we know this 
can happen within the 65-foot 
height limit. The developers 
state repeatedly that if they 
don’t get 100-plus height limits, 
better yet none at all, nothing 
will be built. They seem to think 

if they keep repeating this line 
it will become true.

Looking around the neigh-
borhood one can see a number 
of projects under construction 
or recently completed that 
are within or very close to the 
65-food height limit, includ-
ing 160-166 W. Robinson, 41 
Maple St., and the recently 
reviewed project at 3534 
Fifth Ave., the Strauss Fifth 
Avenue Apartments. So ap-
parently building can happen 
at this height. The Atlas 
project, reasonable height but 
huge for the core of Hillcrest, 
gives us a perspective on 
what 100-foot or taller build-
ings would feel like. Atlas, by 
the way, has never been fully 
leased.

The latest version of the 
CUP projects the demolition 
of over 2,000 single-family 
homes. I can’t quite fathom 
this. Where are 2,000 homes in 
our community that should be 
torn down? I can think of a few 
but 2,000? And most of this is 
middle-class housing, and it is 
green housing.

Mobility. My personal first 
choice is bike, next is bus. It is 
not getting better for either. Any 
of you riding your bike to work 
here? Or your staff? They must 
be hauling their bikes up to 
their offices. Have you noticed 
the deplorable, and empty, bike 
facility here at City Hall? The 
bus takes forever to almost any-
where but Downtown.

The bus system is just about 
what it was when I grew up 
here. Recently I wanted to take 
the bus from First and Brookes 
to the San Diego Zoo for an 
evening event, and found that 
would require two buses, two 
fares and 40 minutes.

Some things we need are in 
the plan but there is no budget 
for them. We need some basic 
things along with increased 
density, better transit, a library, 
an aquatics center, and under 
grounding. We need the wires 
out of the canyons, more critical 
everyday in this drought. And 
the new firehouse needs a lad-
der truck, which is not in the 
current plans, because of the 
density and the heights.

The larger community sup-
ports the Density Redistribution 

Alternative. Park Boulevard has 
improving transit. The core of 
Hillcrest is already saturated 
with buses and traffic.

The largest daily issue in 
Hillcrest is the homeless.

—Deirdre Lee of Hillcrest via 
email

In his final City Council meet-
ing, Todd Gloria showed utter 
contempt for Hillcrest in a way 
that even shocked his staunch-
est supporters. The main issue 
of interest to Hillcrest before 
the council was the Uptown 
Community Plan Update.

A Community Plan lays out 
the rules that control the look 
and feel of a neighborhood. It 
does this primarily by regu-
lating the density and height 
of new construction. The 
Community Plan is updated 
every so often and the current 
update has been underway for 
seven years. In those seven 
years, there have been tens of 
thousands of work-hours put in 
by the residents and business-
es of Hillcrest. In a stunning 
display of hubris, Mr. Gloria 
ignored every bit of that input 
and calmly announced that he 
was supporting only the sugges-
tions of a few special interests. 

Over the last few years, in 
association with Mr. Gloria, the 
Hillcrest Business Association 
had molded a very delicate 
compromise dealing with the 
new bike lane to be built by 
SANDAG. With one sentence, 
Mr. Gloria casually threw out 
that resolution and said that 
Hillcrest would be subjected 
to the demands of the most ex-
tremist biking lobbyists. As a 
further insult, Mr. Gloria said 
the city would pay for these 

“improvements” — which is es-
pecially odd given that he has 
been virtually unable to deliver 
any improvements to Hillcrest 
over his eight years as our coun-
cil representative. 

But Mr. Gloria’s most truly 
horrific announcement was 
that of the special zone to be 
created to accommodate the 
ambitious building plans of 
the Uptown Gateway Group 
— which will forever alter 
the character of the core of 
Hillcrest. This special zone 
will have its own special height 
and density allowances. This 
zone will make up roughly half 
of the core of Hillcrest. The 
Gateway Group wants to build 
skyscrapers. I wonder what 
Fifth Avenue will look like with 
20-story buildings on one side 
of the street and the existing 
one- and two-story buildings on 
the other side.

This whole business is appall-
ing. What happened to represent-
ing the people? The only bright 
side of this unseemly business 
was summed up by a prominent 
local businessman who said, 
“At least Gloria’s going to be 
Sacramento’s problem now.”

—Bob Martynec has been 
the Hillcrest Town Council’s 
representative to the Uptown 
Community Plan Update. 
Submitted via email.

Well, we can dispense with 
the notion that San Diego’s 
community planning groups 
have any say in the planning 
process.

They were never more than 
advisory, but now we have a 
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LETTERS

see Letters, pg 15

14 San Diego Uptown News | Dec. 2 — 15, 2016 sdcnn.comOPINION



situation in which their advice 
wasn’t even sought — specifi-
cally a last-minute proposal to 
demolish nine square blocks of 
central Hillcrest and fill them 
with high-rises.

Calling this the creation of 
“affordable housing” is a joke. 
Units will sell for $750,000 up 
into the millions of dollars. No 
one will pay those prices with-
out getting parking. And the 
residents of those buildings 
will “live, work and play” all 
over San Diego County, not 
just in Uptown. They will be 
driving cars, not taking buses.

Uptown’s population of 
36,000 residents will increase 
by about 22,000 residents — 
with no increase in parking, 
recreational facilities, parks 
and other amenities. Most 
of that increase will be in 
Hillcrest, which already has 
traffic jams.

This “plan” claims to 
help reduce greenhouse gas-
es. On the contrary, lines of 
stalled and idling cars will 
be increasing those gases and 
worsening the climate. Large 
buildings built to the lot line 
will eliminate trees and oth-
er vegetation, which absorb 
carbon dioxide. Hillcrest will 
become the proverbial soulless 
concrete jungle that could be 
anywhere — in Pittsburgh or 
St. Louis.

In the meantime, there is 
no commitment in the plan to 
fix roads and sidewalks, fill 
potholes, or replace aging sew-
er and water pipes.

Uptown already has a huge 
infrastructure deficit just for 
its existing residents. That 
deficit will be even bigger with 
22,000 new residents. And 
then, of course, there’s the 
drought and San Diego’s per-
manent problem with obtain-
ing fresh water.

The millennials who support 
demolishing Hillcrest always 
begin their spiel by claiming 
that they “love Hillcrest.” Yes, 
they love it only if it is no lon-
ger Hillcrest — a walkable, 
green and historic community.

It is easy to see what a 
bunch of phonies they are 
— shills for landowners and 
developers who couldn’t care 
less about climate change and 
affordability.

What they care about is 
making money, and what they 
are doing is called “gentrifi-
cation” — driving all but the 
wealthy out of Uptown.

The good news is that this 
Community Plan Update can 
be defeated in court. It is not 
just a bad plan. It is not just 
unable to fulfill its promises 
of improving the quality of 
life in Uptown. It is outright 
preposterous. Yes, it’s a sick, 
pathetic joke.

The city, led by 
Councilmember Todd Gloria, 
has acted in bad faith with the 
community. So my suggestion 
is that the community stop giv-
ing the city the benefit of the 
doubt and take back all of the 
concessions it made before the 
city made its decision.

Instead of accepting a popu-
lation increase of over 50 per-
cent, it should demand that no 
population at all be added until 

the city has fixed our roads and 
eliminated the rest of Uptown’s 
infrastructure deficit.

After that, population 
growth should be limited to one 
half of 1 percent per year up 
to an absolute maximum of 10 
percent.

If the city wants to do dense 
infill development, it can do it 
in places north of Interstate 8 
where density is low — places 
like Scripps Ranch.

Uptown is already built out 
and as populated as it needs to be.

—Andrew Towne via our 
website

The people of Uptown em-
braced plans for increased 
density and greater heights 
— at levels adequate to accom-
modate world-class mobility 
solutions. And at levels moder-
ate enough to accommodate a 
high-qualify of life.

But that didn’t seem to 
work for the city of San Diego. 
Instead the city embraced the 
builder’s dreams of towering 
heights and excessive density. 
WITH NO COMMITMENT 
from the city for the required 
mobility solutions.

The developers will do their 
part, to be sure. Building will 
happen. But the city/county is 
not doing their part. The result 
will be even more of the same — 
traffic-congested, smog-choked, 
dirty urban centers.

Way to plan, San Diego.
—Tim Gahagan via our 

website

So much for planning
Re: “Guest Editorial by Tom 
Mullaney | Uptown Community 
Plan: 7 years of hard labor 
down the drain,” Vol. 8, Issue 
23 or at bit.ly/2g0hZn3.

The monster version [of 
the Uptown Community Plan 
update] using the 1988 land-
use maps was a split-second 
solution from the Planning 
Commission, which seemed 
to have little comprehen-
sion of the plan or process. 
Councilmember Todd Gloria, at 
the smart-growth committee, 
sent it forward to the Nov. 14 
council meeting, with no recom-
mendation, as I understood it. 

We appreciate that at least 
he did not actually support a 
plan that the community does 

not support, but of course we 
would hope that our council 
representative would actually 
speak out strongly for the com-
munity, rather than paving the 
way for the developers.

The big issue is the height 
limit. The community wants 
65-foot height limits, which 
still allows for a ton of density.

—Deirdre Lee via our website

Great synopsis of what has 
been churning under the sur-
face of Uptown politics over the 
past seven years. It is amazing 
that so few of the 36,000-plus 
Uptown residents seem to 
be aware of the changes that 
could make our neighborhoods 

“un-livable:” more traffic con-
gestion with decreased mo-
bility/street safety, increased 
air pollution, more parking 
issues, gridlocked freeway 
accesses, etc. This could lead 
to our neighborhoods being 
like “December Nights” every 
day of the year. Please go to 
the Uptown resident website 
that is “for the people” : up-
townunitedsd.org.

—Donna Shanske via our 
website

Chris Ward profi les
Re: “Chris Ward, Parts 1 and 
2,” Vol. 8, Issues 22 and 23 
or at bit.ly/2flwwc3 and bit.
ly/2giXMJL.

Interesting read. I have 
lived in San Diego all my life 
and formerly owned a home 
at Atlas, and Chris Ward 
is correct that development 
really helped that section of 
Hillcrest, and the La Boheme 
did the same for 30th Street 
in North Park; also 1 Mission 
in Mission Hills. I, for one, am 
for more density and the new 
life it brings.

—JT via our website

Very good article, Ken 
Williams, you always do a 
good job.

Many of us in Hillcrest know 
and like [Councilmember-elect] 
Chris Ward. This article helps 
explain why. He is ready.

I am looking forward to our 
future.

—Luke Terpstra, chair 
emeritus of the Hillcrest Town 
Council, via our website

FROM PAGE 14
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Daily Specials 
WEDNESDAY – FRIDAY 3 – 6PM
Happy Hour  $5 Glass of Fruit Wine 

FRUITY FRIDAY 3 – 11PM
$8 Craft Cocktails 

SANGRIA SATURDAY 12PM – 11PM
All Sangrias $6 Glass | $20 Pitcher

BASIC BRUNCH SUNDAYS 11AM – 2PM
Brunch + Fizzy Fruit Wines Pairing

The California Fruit Wine Co. Tasting Room 
Now Open In Hillcrest!  

Get
Fruity

Launch 
Party  
Dec 17th

1477 University Ave in Hillcrest

CLA IM YOUR 

F R E E
TAST ING 

F L IGHT

Visit californiafruitwine.com
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Relocating
North Park institutions Olympic Café and 
John Kotselas will stay in neighborhood

In 1985, John Kotselas 
decided to open a restaurant 
featuring his family’s delicious 
recipes. He says, “Greeks stay 
put,” and true to his heritage, 
he has maintained his restau-
rant, Olympic Café, in the little 
shopping center on the north-
west corner of Texas Street and 
University Avenue for 31 years. 

Kotselas will soon be leaving 
that space, but he will not be mov-
ing far. He is guiding the creation 
of an authentic Greek taverna in 
the building just to the west at 2310 
University Ave., which most recent-
ly hosted Jersey Joe’s Pizzeria. 

Although he was born in 
Greece, Kotselas is essentially 
a North Park native. He came 
here with his family in 1967 
when he was only 8 years old. 
His father, Pete, and moth-
er, Evlabia, emigrated to the 
United States when a group 
of right-wing colonels seized 
power in Greece, suppressed 
civil liberties and dissolved 
political parties. He says his 
parents were children during 
World War II and the Greek 
civil war that followed in the 
late 1940s. They did not want 
to suffer through more violence 
and upheaval. The family, in-
cluding John and his two older 
sisters Niki and Noula, settled 
on Bancroft Street just north of 
Thorn Street. 

John expounds fondly about 
growing up in North Park. He 
attended McKinley Elementary 
School and Hoover High School 
when both were still in their 
beautiful original buildings con-
structed during the 1920s. He 
skated at the Palisade Gardens 
roller skating rink on University 
Avenue at Utah Street and 
watched movies at the North 
Park Theatre. He delivered 
newspapers when he was 11 
years old, riding his bike at 5 in 
the morning along Texas and 
Louisiana streets from El Cajon 
Boulevard south. He played base-
ball at Morley Field in the 1970s, 
and is still proud of his home 
run for his team, the Optimists, 
in the 1971 Little League game 
where they won the champion-
ship. He played basketball for 
Hoover High School under his 
beloved coach, Hal Mitrovich, 
earning MVP his first year.

Few may know that he has a 
master’s degree in theology and 
taught philosophy, theology and 
New Testament Greek at Horizon 
Bible Institute in San Diego for 

six years. In the early 1980s, 
when interest rates were skyrock-
eting and the used-car business 
was flourishing, he imported cars 
and sold them at a lot on 16th 
and C streets Downtown. But 
he began to feel the car business 
was too dependent on transitory 
economic conditions and decided 
the restaurant business would be 
more stable. 

“Your stomach doesn’t ask 
what the interest rate is when 
you want to eat,” he explains. 
His sisters, for years, had been 

successfully running eight 
restaurants, including Troy’s 
Greek Restaurant on Friars 
Road. So in 1985, he brought 
recipes from his mom and sis-
ters to the corner spot at Texas 
Street and University Avenue, 
a location he had ridden by ma-
ny times on his paper route.

John loves providing an 
experience where people can 
forget whatever else is going 
on, relax, and enjoy eating 
Greek food made from scratch. 
His favorite memories include 
hanging out at the restaurant 
with local coaches like Hal 
Mitrovich; Bill Whittaker, a 
founder of North Park Little 
League and former baseball 
coach at Saint Augustine; and 
Joe Schloss, another founder of 
North Park Little League and 
respected coach for 60 years. 

He says the restaurant is 
an extension of his house, and 
indeed, many customers feel 
like friends coming over for a 
visit. When he was writing his 
book “Socrates in New York” in 
the late 1990s, he would test 
out philosophical theories at the 
restaurant. He laughs, remem-
bering getting phone calls after 
midnight from worried families 
asking if he had seen the person 
they sent to pick up their take-
out hours ago. Yes, they were 
still engaged in the lively dis-
cussion, sacks of food forgotten 
on the table in front of them. 

His fondest memory about 
the restaurant is meeting 
Donna, his wife of 25 years, 
there in 1989. She had recent-
ly moved to Hamilton Street 
and was going to a nearby dry 
cleaners when he first saw 
her. After she left, he asked 
them to tell her to come to 
the restaurant next time, and 
a few months later she did. 
Her degree in food science 
from UC Davis and cooking 
skills were the icing on the 
cake. Appropriately, she makes 
all the tempting desserts at 
Olympic Café.

John is looking forward to 
the new location being open 
before Christmas. There will 
be a covered outdoor patio 
and more indoor space where 
diners can linger. The hand-
scraped floor tile that looks like 
stone, hand-distressed win-
dow frames and hand-forged 
wrought iron finishes will form 
an authentic backdrop for the 
antiques he has collected over 
the years. He and his long-time 
employees are very happy to 
be staying in North Park, a 
community they love, and the 
neighborhood can’t wait to join 
them for a leisurely breakfast, 
lunch or dinner.

—Katherine Hon is the 
secretary of the North Park 
Historical Society. Reach her at 
info@northparkhistory.org or 
619-294-8990.v

Donna and John Kotselas pose with their sons (l to r) Palos, Kostas and 
Nicholas at a formal church event about 10 years ago. (Courtesy of John Kotselas)

Olympic Café will move from its current corner location at Texas Street and 
University Avenue by the end of December. (Photos by Katherine Hon)

Olympic Café will soon inhabit 2310 University Ave., and the blank wall on 
the right will feature a covered patio open to the street. 

San Diego Unified School District
Connected to Fast, Reliable Network

Ninety two San Diego Unified 
School District schools now 
have access to a 175-gigabit 
network as part of an agreement 
with Cox Business. As part of 
the agreement, Cox Business 
built out 54 miles of fiber in San 
Diego. A total of 189 schools in 
the district are now connected to 
a fast, reliable Ethernet network 
through Cox Business that will 
enable all types of digital learning, 
not only inside the classroom, but 
also distance learning between 
schools and organizations 
outside of the district.

“San Diego Unified students 
already have access to some 
of the best technology in 
education today, but as anyone 
who has ever left their cell  
phone service area knows, 
the best technology is only as 
good as the Internet service that 
connects you to the world,” said 
Cindy Marten, superintendent of 
San Diego Unified School District. 
“Thanks to this partnership with 
Cox Business, our students will 
have access to enterprise class 
WiFi service, allowing them to 
collaborate with their teachers 
and peers in amazing new ways.” 

The network that Cox Business 
has built for the district is the 

largest fiber project the company 
has undertaken for a single 
customer in San Diego to date. 

“The network that we’ve designed 
for the school district is unique in 
its construction, the large number 
of sites being connected, and the 
high bandwidth capacity that is 
being delivered,” said Larry Coval, 
Vice President of Cox Business 
in San Diego. “We’ve built a 
network that has the bandwidth 
to serve the district’s needs for its 
teachers and students now and in 
the future.”

Serving more than 130,000 
students, from pre-school through 
grade 12, San Diego Unified 
School District is the second 
largest district in California, with 
a diverse student population  
representing more than 15 
ethnic groups and more than 60 
languages and dialects.

Cox Business is the commercial 
division of Cox Communications 
that serves business customers 
of all sizes, school districts, 
medical facilities, hotels, local 
government and the military. 
For more information on Cox 
Business, visit coxblue.com. 
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Architect’s best work?
Re: “Discovering Irving Gill,” 
Vol. 8, Issue 20 or at bit.
ly/2ghEV22.

It seems odd to suggest ar-
chitect Irving Gill’s work at the 
Barona reservation is some of his 
best work. It is certainly his most 
self-effacing work and it may sug-
gest that Gill had, at that point 
in his life, developed a social 
agenda that architecture could 
uplift a low income community. 
And this may be seen as another 
way that Gill’s work so astound-
ingly anticipates future direc-
tions in modern architecture.

—David J. Gill via our 
website

What a great idea
Re: “A world-class opportuni-
ty,” Vol. 8, Issue 21 or at bit.
ly/2fCRm7b.

Congratulations on the 
progress in your visioning 
processes on your cover project 
[an 8-acre park cap proposed 
to be built over state Route 94 
between 22nd and 25th streets 
to reunite Golden Hill and 
Sherman Heights]. Our experi-
ence in City Heights, with our 
completed cover project, was 
that planning for multimodal 
transportation on, across and 
under the cover made the proj-
ect possible. We built enhanced 
pedestrian plazas on the sur-
face and reserved right of away 
below. Today, that foresight 
is paying off with the current 
construction of our bike routes 
to Mission Valley and transit 
links. All the best for the bright 
future you are planning.

—John Stump via our 
website

Pedestrians have the 
right of way

I’m a daily walker and I 
don’t mind having to share 

the sidewalk with bicycles 
when they don’t have a des-
ignated bike lane on the 
street, but pedestrians have 
the right away as far as I 
know. So please just give me 
fair warning when you are 
coming up behind a pedestri-
an! It can scare the crap out 
of the pedestrian, and most 
dogs are very uncomfortable 
with bicycles and especially 
skateboards.

—Brent via our website

Be wary
Re: “A median, landscaped or 
paved? University Avenue re-do 
plan is at a crossroads,” Vol. 8, 
Issue 20 or at bit.ly/2drHmOl.

Be prepared for more of these 
arguments. For their bike plans, 
SANDAG is also requiring that 
third parties such as mainte-
nance assessment districts or 
parking districts be in place and 
agree to pay for taking care of 
any landscaping before they’ll 
install it. (Exceptions are feder-
ally funded projects, like the few 
blocks of Rapid Transit lanes on 
Park Boulevard, that are lushly 
landscaped.)

Problem is, these schemes 
require a subgroup, such as 
the adjacent property owners 
or those paying for parking, 
being forced to fund some-
thing everyone gets to enjoy. 
And California courts have 
not looked kindly on fund-
ing mechanisms that do not 
have a 1-to-1, pay-to-benefit 
relationship.

By refusing to figure in all 
the costs of the projects they 
present to the public, local 
governments and agencies are 
cutting corners on the cheap 
that end up costing more in fu-
ture litigation than would being 
honest from the start.

—Mat Walstrom via our 
website

—Send letters to the editor 
to ken@sdcnn.com or make 
comments on our website and 
Facebook page.v
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Local  residents to 
remember Pearl Harbor

By SDCNN Staff

Cabrillo National Monument 
will commemorate the 75th an-
niversary of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the U.S. entrance 
into World War II during a 
special event scheduled from 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10.

The national park in Point 
Loma will host “Remembering 
Pearl Harbor: Honoring the Past 
and Inspiring the Future,” featur-
ing tours of the restored military 
bunker, a flyover by a WWII air-
craft, and a Lady Liberty Car Show.

Park rangers will lead guid-
ed walks and present programs 
detailing what life was like in 
the U.S. during the war.

Men and women who lived 
on the home front in San Diego 
during the war will talk about 
their experiences.

Additionally, the park’s 
Visitor Center will host “Meet 
the Authors & Artists” gath-
erings on Dec. 10-11 at var-
ious times both days. Meet 
and greet Kim Fahlen and 

Karen Scanlon, authors of 
“Lighthouses of San Diego,” 
along with authors Kenneth 
Glaze (“The Illustrated Fort 
Rosecrans”) and Bill Griswold 
(“Cabrillo National Monument: 
An Essay in Photographs”).

After 100 years, Cabrillo 
National Monument is gearing 
up for the next century of oper-
ation. Admission to the park is 
$10 per car. Visitors can tour 
the Old Point Loma Lighthouse 
or explore the tidepools from 9 
a.m.–5 p.m. daily.

For more information, visit 
cnmf.org or call 619-222-4747.

BRAND NAME CLOTHING BY: 

  

Old Point Loma Lighthouse (Photo by 
Kmf164 via Wikimedia Commons)
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Name Dropping
Crossword from page 15

Sudoku
Puzzle from page 15

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

WOOD WORKING

PLUMBING

TAX CONSULTANT

Experienced & Professional

Renee Differ

reneediffer@cox.net

619-516-0400

Individuals & Businesses

Rentals & Investments Reporting

Bookkeeping & Payroll Processing

Audits & Amended Returns

Notary Public

Mobile Appointments

Registered Tax Preparer

IN-HOME CAREGIVER

CREATIVE CARETAKING 
FOR THE LIFE IN YOUR YEARS

www.creativecaretaking.com
serve.u@creativecaretaking.com

FREE ONE HOUR CONSULTATION TO 
TAILOR OUR PLAN TO YOUR NEEDS.

PLEASE CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

My goal is to meet your daily needs while 
keeping your body functioning at optimum 
levels and stimulating your mind and soul.

I have the experience and character 
you’re looking for. 

Allow me to care for you.

Phone/Text (619) 261-7022
Deborah Wade, Caregiver

MILLWORK

COMPUTER REPAIR GARDENING

Jon Bakara
928-750-3571
jonbakara@gmail.com

I have many years 
experience with indoor 
tropicals and exterior 
landscapes. I have 
worked retail plants 
and assisted landscape 
designers with 
installation and 
maintenance. I am 
ready to work for you.

Interior Plant Maintenance
Vacation Watering 

Yard Labor

ATTORNEY

MOVING

STUCCO

INVESTMENT

SDCNN.COM

G A R A G E  D O O R  O P E N E R S

UP & DOWN
Garage Doors

www.upanddowngaragedoors.com
8186 Commercial St., La Mesa, CA 91942

619-464-0116
La Mesa Based Company LIC#904512

PSYCHIC

Loving Pet Care 
at Your Home

Call Mark
(619) 295-6792

DOG WALKING
PET VISITS

Since 2000

PET CARE

Ron Stuart Men’s Clothing
225 A St.
San Diego, CA 92101
619-232-8850 | ronstuartmensclothing.com

After more than 35 years as a San Diego institution, Ron 
Stuart Men’s Clothing will be closing the retail store located 
in Downtown on A Street.

Owner Ron Ford has decided to retire after serving the 
community and dressing the business community for years.

Following a life long career in the men’s clothing business, 
Mr. Ford, now 76-years old, wants to say goodbye to all of 
his loyal customers by holding a huge “store-closing sale.” 
Beautiful suits, sport coats, dress shirts, casual wear and 
much more are all on sale now with discounts of more than 
half price on all quality merchandise. Come in and say good-
bye to Ron and take advantage of these great prices.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Jyoti-Bihanga
3351 Adams Ave. 92116
619-282-4116
Jyotibihanga.com

Jyoti-Bihanga vegetarian restaurant, established in 1986, 
is famous for its vegetarian “meatloaf” called Neatloaf. The 
Union-Tribune once listed Neatloaf at Jyoti-Bihanga as one 
of 50 things to try before you die. It is really good! Even the 
staunchest meat-eaters will be shockingly surprised.

There are very few places in San Diego where you can find 
a more internationally varied menu than at Jyoti-Bihanga. 
For starters, they always have, daily, three delicious soups. 
They range from the rich Hungarian mushroom and classic 
split pea to Caribbean pepper pot and roasted eggplant. They 
have over 30 recipes and counting! Salads and new “bowls” 
are amazing, featuring kale, quinoa, roasted beet hummus, 
goat cheese and more.

Not only great food, Jyoti-Bihanga is dedicated to peace. 
Enjoy your meal in a very peaceful dining atmosphere. Also 
visit the small but beautiful Peace Park on the corner of 
Adams Avenue and Arizona Street.   

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Over 30 years of experience. Family owned.

APPRAISAL SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Purchasing or Pre-Selling Decisions

Estate Planning, Liquidation, Analysis

PMI Removal

Property Tax  Challenges… and more

CA Certified/FHA Approved

Trust in Our Values

www.BuysseAppraisal.com

info@buysseappraisal.com

(619) 487 - 9461

CALL FOR CONFIDENTIAL & FREE CONSULTATION

APPRAISALS
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 Uptown Crossword

Puzzle answers on page 18

Classifieds
AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2000-2016! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We're Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/
Models 2000-2015! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-416-2330.

AUTOMOTIVE
CAPITAL CLASSIC CARS Buying All Euro-
pean & Classic Cars. ANY Condition, ANY 
Location, Porsche, Mercedes, Jaguar 
& More! Top Dollar PAID. CapitalClas-
sicCars.com Steve Nicholas 1-571-282-
5153, steve@capitalclassiccars.com

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

EMPLOYMENT
PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 A Week 
Mailing Brochures From Home! NO Expe-
rience Required. Helping home workers 
since 2001! www.WorkingCentral.NET

Make $1,000 Weekly! Paid in Advance! 
Mailing Brochures at Home. Easy Pleas-
ant work. Begin Immediately. Age Unim-
portant. www.HomeMoney77.com

EDUCATION
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA certification. Approved for military 
benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

BECOME A REGISTERED NURSE (RN) No 
Waiting List! ATTEND ACCREDITED
NURSING SCHOOL CLASSES ONLINE IN 
OUR BLENDED PROGRAM WEEKEND
CLINICAL SCHEDULES FINANCIAL AID 
AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY
CALL ADMISSIONS 813-932-1710 
www.medicalprepinstitute.org

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification. Approved 
for military benefits. Financial Aid if 
qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-453-6204

ACCOUNTING & QUICKBOOKS TRAIN-
ING! Online training getsyou job ready! 
Train at home! Job placement when 
completed! 1-888-407-7162 GED/HS 
Diploma needed.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Begin training at home for a career 
working with Medical Billing & Insur-
ance! Online training with the right 
college can get you ready! HS Diploma/
GED & Computer/Internet needed. 
1-888-374-7294 TrainOnline123.com

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Be-
come a driver for Stevens Transport! 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! New drivers 
earn $800+ per week! PAID CDL 
TRAINING! Stevens covers all costs! 
1-888-734-6714 drive4stevens.com

FINANCIAL
Owe more than 10k to the IRS? We can 
Help! Call Tax Mediation Services to stop 
collection and Harassing Letters. CALL 
FOR FREE CASE REVIEW! 888-249-5596

HEALTH & FITNESS
Erectile Dysfunction Medical Pump 
Change your sex life in minutes! 
FDA Licensed. 30-DayMoney Back 
Guarantee. Free Brochure: Call (619) 
294-7777 www.DrJoelKaplan.com

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4 FREE! 
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg Free 
Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping. 
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40 
Pills + 10 FREE. SPECIAL$99.00 100% 
guaranteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL: 
1-888-223-8818 Hablamos Espanol.

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW! 1 -866-312-6061 
Hablamos Espanol

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for $95. 
100 pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO 
prescriptions needed. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-877-743-5419

MISCELLANEOUS
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only
4.8 pounds and FAA approved for air 
travel! May be covered by medicare. 
Call for FREE info kit: 844-558-7482

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-800-217-3942

VIAGRA 52 PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA 
100MG/ CIALIS 20mg Free Pills! No 
hassle, Discreet Shipping. Save Now. 
$99.00 Call Today 1-800-213-6202

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!
FREE BATTERIES for Life! Call to start 
your free trial! 888-675-5116

Drive with Uber. No experience is 
required, but you'll need a
Smartphone. It's fun and easy. For 
more information, call: 1-800-
849-0782

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 18+

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 
1-888-909-9905 18+

HERO MILES - to find out more 
about how you can help our service 
members, veterans and their families 
in their time of need, visit the Fisher 
House website at www.fisherhouse.org

SUPPORT our service members, veterans 
and their families in their time of need. 
For more information visit the Fisher 
House website at www.fisherhouse.org

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Com-
petitive Offer! Nationwide Free Pick 
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & 
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-776-7771. www.Cash4Dia-
beticSupplies.com

DISH Network -NEW FLEX PACK- Se-
lect the Channels You Want. FREE In-
stallation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24 
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a 
month. CALL 1-800-686-9986

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/
Month, includes FREE Genie HD/DVR 
& 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME, CIN-
EMAX, STARZ.  Get a $50 Gift Card. 
Call 888-672-1159

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-428-

1639  for Information.  No Risk.  No 
Money Out Of Pocket.

MOTORCYCLES
WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTOR-
CYCLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ 
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 
(1969-72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250, 
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400, SUZUKI-
GS400, GT380, HONDACB750K
(1969-1976), CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!! 
1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-0726 usa@
classicrunners.com

TRAVEL
CRUISE VACATIONS – 3, 4, 5 or 7+ day 
cruises to the Caribbean. Start planning 
now to save $$ on your fall or winter 
getaway vacation. Royal Caribbean, Nor-
wegian, Carnival, Princess and many
more. Great deals for all budgets and 
departure ports. To search for your next 
cruise vacation visit www.NCPtravel.com

WANTED TO BUY
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920 - 1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos.
1-800-401-0440 

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 
hr payment! Call 1-855-440-4001 www.
TestStripSearch.com. Habla Espanol.

TO ADVERTISE
ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA 
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com 
or visit our website cadnetads.com 
for more information. 
Reader Advisory: Reader Advisory: 
The National Trade Association 
we belong to has purchased the 
above
classifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is ad-
vised by this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give 
the client your checking, license 
ID, or credit card numbers. Also be-
ware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is 
illegal to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.

BATHTUBS REFINISHED like new with-
out removal. Bathtubs - Kitchen Sinks 
- Wash Basins. Fiberglass & Porcelain. 
Over 25 years in San Diego. Lic#560438. 
www.saveatubsd.com. 619-464-5141 
(03/15)

SERVICES

Puzzle answers on page 18

Get FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits.  Financial Aid if qualified. 

Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

866-453-6204

AIRLINE 
MECHANIC 
TRAINING 
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925 W. Washington St. The new li-
brary will be built about six blocks 
east on Washington Street, with 
the entrance to an underground 
parking garage on the rear of the 
dead-end section of Front Street. 
The parking garage will provide 
85 spaces, which will be 76 more 
spots than at the current library.

The design by local architects 
Mosher Drew evokes the spirit 
of historic Mission Hills with 
Craftsman-like styling using 
stone and exposed wood rafters 
underneath green corrugated 
metal roofs. North-facing win-
dows will offer sweeping views 
of Washington Street.

A formal groundbreaking is 
tentatively scheduled for next 
April. The new facility will be 
formally named the Mission 
Hills-Hillcrest Harley and 
Bessie Knox Branch Library.

“Who are Harley and Bessie 
Knox?” Gloria asked rhetorically 
as several dozen people gathered 
on Nov. 22 in a busy parking lot 
behind the IBEW building. 

Gloria said Harley Knox 
was mayor of San Diego from 
1943 to 1951, including during 
a time when America was at 
war and the city was a crucial 
hub of military activity. Bessie 
Knox was his wife, and togeth-
er they worked tirelessly to 
make San Diego a better place.

“He’s kind of like the last of 
the innocent mayors. He tried 
to do everything good for the 
city,” Knox’s biographer Iris 
Engstrand once wrote.

That theme of doing good 
was echoed by other speakers.

Phyllis Marion, president of 
the Friends of Mission Hills-
Hillcrest Library, thanked her 
group for working tirelessly 
for the past 20 years to turn 
a dream into a reality. “Todd 
Gloria has been our champion for 
the past eight years,” she said.

District 3 Councilmember-
elect Chris Ward vowed to get the 
library built in a timely manner. 
“We owe Todd a debt of gratitude” 
for his advocacy toward building 
the new library and the Hillcrest 
fire station as well as getting the 
Uptown Community Plan Update 
finally approved, Ward said.

On Nov. 1, Gloria, Mayor 
Kevin Faulconer, Fire-Rescue 
Chief Brian Fennessy and other 
officials broke ground on the 
$9.2 million Hillcrest fire station. 
And on Nov. 14, the City Council 
voted 7-2 to approve the Uptown 
Community Plan update.

The city purchased the 
IBEW building in 2004, and 
rents out the parking lot. The 
ceremony was interrupted 
twice to allow motorists to exit 
the parking lot, drawing laugh-
ter from the audience as Gloria 
grabbed the lectern and got out 
of the way of the cars.

Gloria told those gathered 
that the library project was fully 
funded, but was later corrected 
by Jay Hill, CEO of the San 
Diego Library Foundation. “Only 
construction is fully funded,” 
Hill said, adding that library 
patrons and philanthropists are 
encouraged to make donations 
to supply other necessities to get 
the new facility up and running.

Hill said there would be 
a garden and a patio inside 
the library complex, where 

“there would be great naming 

opportunities” as well as tiles 
and bricks to memorialize peo-
ple who donate to the library.

Like other speakers, Hill 
praised Gloria for being “a great 
champion for libraries” and noted 
that the council member was inter-
im mayor when the iconic Central 
Library opened Downtown.

Hill said the new Mission 
Hills-Hillcrest library “will 
continue the renaissance of our 
library system.”

Library Director Misty Jones 
lauded the existing library, 
which opened in 1961, as “small 
and mighty” but looked forward 
to expanded services at the new 
location. The 3,850-square-foot 
library will remain open until 
the new library opens, and the 
city will soon decide a future use 
for the old facility.

Jones touted the new library’s 
features, including children and 
teen areas, a study space, a com-
puter lab, a community meeting 
room, and a Friend’s of the 
Library room. The building will 
be “very green,” or environmen-
tally friendly, and constructed 
according to LEED Gold stan-
dards. The landscaping around 
the library and the cul-de-sac 
will be drought tolerant, officials 
said.

To conclude the press confer-
ence, the dignitaries unveiled a 
banner to mark the next stage 
in this Public Works project, 
which will be suspended atop 
the IBEW building until it is 
demolished next spring.

On Nov. 23, the San Diego 
Foundation announced that $10 

million in grants from the Hervey 
Family Fund and the Harley and 
Bessie Knox Memorial Fund at 
The San Diego Foundation will 
go toward the construction of the 
new library.

To join the Friends group, a 
501(c)(3) corporation, call 619-
692-4910 during library hours 
to leave a message. Donations 
are tax deductible.

—Ken Williams is editor of 
Uptown News and can be reached 
at ken@sdcnn.com or at 619-
961-1952. Follow him on Twitter 
at @KenSanDiego, Instagram 
at @KenSD or Facebook at 
KenWilliamsSanDiego.v

(top) The east elevation is from the Front Street cul-de-sac; (bottom) the north elevation is from Washington Street (Courtesy of Todd Gloria’s office)

FROM PAGE 1

LIBRARY

Todd Gloria addresses the crowd in front of fellow speakers (l to r) Misty 
Jones, city of San Diego library director; Jay Hill, CEO of the San Diego 
Library Foundation; Phyllis Marion, Friends of Mission Hills-Hillcrest Library 
president; and Councilmember-elect Chris Ward. (Photo by SDCNN)
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Who’s ready for Taste ‘N Tinis?

By Margie M. Palmer

It’s no great secret that the 
Hillcrest Business Association 
(HBA) knows how to throw 
a party, and their upcoming 
event, Taste ‘N Tinis, is no 
exception. 

The annual cocktail party 
will take place on Thursday, 
Dec. 8, from 4-9 p.m. As in 
years past, the HBA has part-
nered with local businesses to 
offer holiday shoppers a festive 
treat. For those who haven’t 
indulged in years past, Taste 
‘N Tinis allows participants 
to enjoy a self-guided walking 
tour through Hillcrest that’s 
centered around shopping, 
delicious food and holiday-in-
spired martinis. 

Michael Cox, HBA’s new 
marketing director, said the 
event was incepted in 2011 as 
a way to allow people a fun 
way to enjoy the holiday sea-
son; it was also designed to 
help increase awareness about 
shopping local. 

“We wanted to help increase 
foot traffic into local busi-
nesses by bringing people into 
Hillcrest to shop, enjoy food 
and to have some drinks,” Cox 
said, adding that the event is 

attended by people throughout 
San Diego County.

“It’s really interesting 
that a lot of people come into 
Hillcrest for this,” he said, 
adding that the HBA expects 
the 2016 Taste ‘N Tinis will 
draw more than 600 attend-
ees into the 92103. “It’s defi-
nitely not as hyperlocal as 

Nightmare on Normal Street. 
The event grows and changes 
a little bit each year and it’s 
never the same. The crowd is 
always different.”

Business participation has 
also varied, with different ven-
ues having signed on or opted 
out since the inaugural event.

This year’s Taste ‘N Tinis 
will kick off at the corner of 
Robinson and Fifth avenues, 
where attendees will pick up 
wrist bands and receive a map 
of participating restaurants 
and retailers from the Will 
Call booth.

A total of 31 businesses, 
spanning from Fiesta Cantina 
to the Hillcrest Brewing 
Company, have signed on for 
this year’s stroll. And while 
shuttle service will not be avail-
able, Cox said it’s not unusual 
for attendees to travel on foot 
from the west to east ends of 
Hillcrest: state Route 163 di-
vides the neighborhood into half.

“You would think that peo-
ple’s favorite thing about this 
would be the martinis and the 
food, but it’s really something 
that people get to do with their 
friends,” he continued. “It 
turns into this street party 
that takes them on a journey 
where they get to shop, try 
cocktails and taste great food 
samples.”

Those who participate in 
the cocktail portion of Taste 
‘N Tinis must be 21 or older.  

Cox said customers who 
shop at certain retailers and 
restaurants will receive raffle 
tickets for the Shop Hillcrest 
for the Holidays drawing after 
each purchase. At the end of 
December, one lucky shopper 
will win more than $3,000 in 
Hillcrest gift cards. The full 
list of retail and restaurant 
participants can be found 
at ShopHillcrest for theHoli-
days.com

—Margie M. Palmer can be 
reached at margiep@alumni.
pitt.edu.v

Shop a little, sip martinis and nibble on morsels during Taste ‘N Tinis in 
Hillcrest, as participants did last year at Creative Crossroads. (Photos by Jared 
Gase of Discover SD)

Taste ‘N Tinis
Thursday, Dec. 8

From 4-9 p.m.
Advance tickets $25 online

fabuloushillcrest.com
Same-day tickets $30 at 

the Will Call booth

This couple celebrated the holidays 
during Taste ‘N Tinis.

The Cool, Clean,

Fun place to do

laundr y

The Cool, Clean,

Fun place to do

laundr y

(619) 795-9588
1955 El Cajon Blvd., SD, CA, 92104

www.SDLaundryroom.com

Every wash cycle

 is sanotyzed
with Ozone
Fresh Water

Every wash cycle

 is sanotyzed
with Ozone
Fresh Water

Free WiFi,

Workstations,

Flat screen TVs,

Lounge Area

Free WiFi,

Workstations,

Flat screen TVs,

Lounge Area

Coin Laundry and Professional
Fluff & Fold Service

at a price everyone can afford!

Coin Laundry and Professional
Fluff & Fold Service

at a price everyone can afford!

The Laundry RoomThe Laundry Room

Fluff + Fold PricingFluff + Fold Pricing
Residential: 15lb min.
Tues.-Thurs. $.99 p/lb
Fri.-Mon. $1.09 p/lb
Commercial: 25lb min.
Mon.-Sun. $0.99 p/lb
Military/Service Personnel:
Mon.-Sun. $0.90 p/lb
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UPTOWN CALENDAR
‘Let There Be Peace on Earth’
Through Sunday, Jan. 15

A new exhibit by gallery owner Susan Mae Hull is currently 
hanging at Ladybug Art Gallery (4685 Biona Drive, Kensington) 
with an emphasis on the need for peace. Paintings include depic-
tions of children celebrating life, everyday pets, calligraphy quotes 
applicable to the theme and more. An artist’s reception will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 10 from 11 a.m.–2 p.m. with Hull doing free 
quick sketches of animal attendees. A family holiday craft will be 
available to create and light refreshments will be served. Visit la-
dybugartstudio.com. 

December Nights at Balboa Park
Dec. 2-3

The popular holiday festival will take place from 3-11 p.m. 
Friday and 12-11 p.m. Saturday as Balboa Park celebrates with 
Christmas lights, festival fun events, music, dance, food and 
shopping. Join 350,000 visitors who can also enjoy free admission 
to the park’s many museums from 5-9 p.m. Visit balboapark.org/
decembernights.

South Park Winter Walkabout
Saturday, Dec. 3

South Park Business Group presents this quarterly festival to 
support brick-and-mortar businesses in the area. The free event 
will feature complimentary treats, live entertainment and spe-
cial offers at various businesses. This time of year, visitors can 
also enjoy Luminaria – South Park’s season of lights when the 
streets are lined with sparkling trees through New Year’s Day. 
The Walkabout highlights the business district on the north end 
at Kalmia and 30th streets and at the south end at Beech and 
30th streets. An info booth will be set up in the parking lot of 
California Liquor on Juniper and 30th streets. There will also 
be a free trolley making stops every 15 minutes at four spots 
around South Park. The event will take place from 6–10 p.m. 
Get details at southparksd.com.

Gingerbread house crafting 
Thursday, Dec. 8

Kids are invited to this holiday event at Mission Hills Branch 
Library (925 West Washington St.). The crafting will start at 1 
p.m. and kids will create their own gingerbread house. Visit face-
book.com/mhlibrary.com for more information and contact the li-
brary to sign up for the event. 

Uptown Democratic Club holiday party
Saturday, Dec. 10

The Uptown Democratic Club will hold its annual holiday party 
at Joyce Beers Community Center (3900 Vermont St., Hillcrest) 
from 4–10 p.m. Visit uptowndemocrats.wordpress.com. 

‘Holiday on Adams Avenue’
Sunday, Dec. 11

Kensington Park (4121 Adams Ave.) will be transformed into 
a holiday wonderland with snow provided by Villainous Lair from 
1 p.m. until it melts! There will also be an appearance by Santa 
Claus starting at 1 p.m., peppermint ice cream and hot cocoa by 
Moosie’s Ice Cream and caroling. This is a free all-ages community 
event. Visit adamsavenuebusiness.com. 

‘Voices of Christmas’
Monday, Dec. 12

Write Out Loud will present this production at Old Town Theatre 
(4040 Twiggs St.) featuring short stories read aloud by professional 
actors along with poems and music interwoven. A pre-show re-
ception will start at 6:15 p.m. with the readings starting at 7 p.m. 
Selections for this year’s event include “A Christmas Memory” by 
Truman Capote, “Christmas Bells” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
and more. Tickets for the event are $20 with discounts for seniors, 
students and military. Visit writeoutloudsd.com. 

2016 Holiday potluck dinner 
Tuesday, Dec. 13

Bankers Hill Community Group, Hillcrest History Guild and their 
community partners will put on this annual potluck dinner at San 
Diego Indoor Sports Club (3030 Front St.) for the 10th year. Santa 
Claus will open the doors at 5:30 p.m. with the dinner starting at 6 
p.m. There will be a performance by The Westminster Carolers from 
7–8 p.m. UCSD Medical Center Hillcrest will provide the roasted 
turkeys for the meal; Scripps Mercy Hospital will provide the side 
dishes; Sharp Rees-Stealy is donating the dessert; and Bread & Cie 
is providing bread. Attendees are invited to bring their favorite dish 
as well. There will also be raffles for prizes including local gift certifi-
cates. Visit facebook.com/BankersHillCommunityGroup. v 

Friday, Dec. 2–Thursday, 
Dec. 8: “The Handmaiden” is 
a “visually stunning erotic and 
twisted love story” about an 
orphaned pickpocket and a 
Korean con man trying to cheat 
a lonely heiress from her inheri-
tance. Unrated. 145 minutes. 

Friday, Dec. 2–Thursday, 
Dec. 8: A documentary by lo-
cal director Chris Cashman, 
“Club Frontera” tells the 
story of professional soccer 
team Xolos and its effect on 
Tijuana’s identity. Unrated. 
100 minutes.  

Friday, Dec. 9–Thursday, 
Dec. 15: Rebecca Hall stars 
in the film “Christine” 
based on the true story of a 
Sarasota, Florida reporter 
who killed herself on live 
television in 1974. Rated R. 
118 minutes. v

Visit DigitalGym.org for show times and tickets and information on additional fi lms.

DIGITAL GYM GEMSDIGITAL GYM GEMS

RECURRING EVENTS
Select dates:

Cinema Under the Stars: Films presented 
at an outdoor viewing space on various nights of 
the week. Upcoming films:
●“Sleepless in Seattle” Friday, Dec. 2, and 

Saturday, Dec. 3
 ●“The Princess Bride” Friday, Dec. 9, and 

Saturday, Dec. 10 
 ●“Love Actually” Friday, Dec. 16, and 

Saturday, Dec. 17 
Films start at 8 p.m. $15. 4040 Goldfinch St., 

Mission Hills. For more info, visit topspresents.
com or call 619-295-4221. 

Mondays: 
North Park Toastmasters meeting: 6:30–

8 p.m., weekly meeting at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 3725 30th St., North Park. 619-694-
9148. toastmastersclubs.org.

Open Mic Night: 7:30 p.m., the mic is open 
to you at Lestat’s Coffee House, 3343 Adams 
Ave., Normal Heights, free. Lestats.com.

Unsung Genius: 6:30 p.m., bi-weekly trivia 
hosted by Rafael Gaitan starting at 7 p.m.; $2 to 
play; cash, bar tab and other prizes. Karaoke to 
follow at 9 p.m. on the big stage at The Merrow, 
1271 University Ave., Hillcrest. Themerrow.com. 

Tuesdays:
Curbside Bites: 5:30–8:30 p.m., gathering 

of gourmet food trucks at 3030 Grape St., South 
Park. Curbsidebites.com.

Tasty Truck Tuesdays: 6–9 p.m., Smitty’s 
Service Station hosts several food trucks under 
their well-lit shade structure, 3442 Adams Ave., 
Normal Heights. Sdfoodtrucks.com.

Uptown Democratic Club: 6:30 p.m., Joyce 
Beers Community Center hosts these meetings 
on the fourth Tuesday of every month (except 
November and December). 3900 Vermont Ave., 
Hillcrest. Uptowndemocrats.org.

Wednesdays: 
Ikebana International meeting: 10 

a.m. in the Casa Del Prado, Room #101. The 
San Diego chapter of this Japanese floral ar-
rangement organization meets on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. Email Yuko Burkett 
with questions at yukosan@san.rr.com.

Storytellers of San Diego: 7–8:45 p.m. on 
the first Wednesday of the month, storytelling 
without notes for ages 12 and up at Rebecca’s 
Coffee House, 3015 Juniper St., South Park. 
Rebeccascoffeehouse.com.

Wednesday Night Experience: 7–8 p.m., 
uplifting and spiritually inspiring experiences 
for all, weekly at Universal Spirit Center, 3858 
Front St., Hillcrest, love offering requested. 
Universalspiritcenter.org

Thursdays: 
Uptown Sunrise Rotary Club meetings: 

7 a.m., weekly meeting at Panera Bread, 1270 

Cleveland Ave., Hillcrest. Sdurotary.org.
Gentle yoga for seniors: 2:30–4 p.m., 

presented by The Center and Silver Age Yoga 
Community Outreach (SAYCO) at The San Diego 
LGBT Center, 3909 Centre St., Hillcrest, free. 
Thecentersd.org.

North Park Thursday Market: 3–7 
p.m., at 3000 North Park Way, between 30th 
Street and Granada Avenue, North Park, free. 
Northparkfarmersmarket.com.

Kornflower’s Open Mic: Signups at 6:30 
p.m., open mic (no poetry or comedy) 7–10 
p.m. Family-friendly event at Rebecca’s Coffee 
House, 3015 Juniper St., South Park, free. 
Rebeccascoffeehouse.com.

Liberty Toastmasters Club: 7 p.m., at 
Saint Paul’s Community Care Center, 328 Maple 
St., Bankers Hill. Libertytoastmasters.org.

Courage to Change – Al-Anon meetings: 
7:15–8:15 p.m., a weekly meeting for friends 
and relatives of alcoholics at Christ United 
Presbyterian Church (in the chapel), 3025 Fir St., 
South Park.

2016 San Diego Film Series: 7:30 p.m., 
every third Thursday view a film represen-
tative of Italian cinema at the Museum of 
Photographic Arts, 1649 El Prado, Balboa Park. 
Sandiegoitalianfilmfestival.com.

Kirtan Musical Meditation: 8:30 p.m., 
chant and sing ancient and contemporary man-
tras celebrating love and life at Pilgrimage of the 
Heart Yoga, 3301 Adams Ave., Normal Heights, 
free – donations welcome. Pilgrimageyoga.com. 

Fridays:
Memory Café: 10–11 a.m., second and 

fourth Fridays. Gathering place for those with 
memory loss, caretakers and those worried 
about memory problems in the Common Room 
at First Unitarian Universalist Church of San 
Diego, 4190 Front St., Hillcrest. At-will donation. 
Memoryguides.org and Firstuusandiego.org.

Square Dancing Classes: 6:30–8:30 p.m., ev-
ery Friday. No previous dance experience needed. 
Recital Hall, 2130 Pan American Plaza. $50 for 13 
classes. 858-277-7499 or circulators.sdsda.org.

Saturdays 
Old Town Saturday Market: 9 a.m.–4 

p.m., on Harney Street and San Diego 
Avenue, Old Town, free. Also held on Sundays. 
Oldtownsaturdaymarket.com.

Golden Hill Farmers Market: 9:30 a.m.–
1:30 p.m., on B Street between 27th and 28th 
streets, Golden Hill, free. Sdmarketmanager.com.

Comedy Heights: 8–10 p.m., local comedi-
ans take the stage next to Twiggs Coffeehouse 
at 4590 Park Blvd., University Heights, free. 
Comedyheights.com.

To view local community organization meet-
ing information online, visit: bit.ly/2esLpLR.

—Email calendar items to ken@sdcnn.com. v
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“It’s a fun event in a very 
popular neighborhood, and it’s 
centered around craft beer and 
food — you can’t go wrong with 
that in San Diego,” said Jean 
Rivaldi, who has co-chaired the 
chili fest for the past two years 
and has done public relations 
and marketing for the event 
since the second year. 

“It also brings in holiday 
shopping and it benefits our 
public school. It’s for the kids! 
It’s gained popularity as a 
restaurant and craft beer in-
dustry event, where the local 
players in that scene gather for 
a friendly competition,” she said.

That friendly competition 
keeps getting stiffer. This year, 
40 restaurants and bars will 
compete for fame and glory, 
offering up their most inspired 
and delicious chili creations. 

Competing this year will 
be Beerfish, BFD, Blind Lady 
Ale House, Cafe Madeleine, 
City Tacos, Del Sur, Dunedin 
NP, Encontro, Fathom Bistro, 
Hamilton’s, Heart and Trotter, 
Hopping Pig, Kensington Cafe, 
Kindred, Lucha Libre, Mastiff, 
Monkey Paw, Panchita’s 
Kitchen & Bakery, Panama 
66, The Safehouse, Small Bar, 
Soda & Swine, South Park 
Abbey, South Park Brewing, 
Starlite, Station Tavern, Tiger! 
Tiger!, The Haven, Toronado, 
Tribute, Uptown Tavern, 
Underbelly, Waypoint Public, 
West Coast Tavern and perhaps 
a few latecomers.

Judging the chili will be a 
panel of San Diego celebrities, 
including “Master Chef Junior” 
winner Nathan Odom as well 
as craft beer and North Park 
supporter Omar Passons.

San Diego Ceramic 
Connection and the McKinley 
Elementary School Foundation 
are the festival presenters.

“This event has evolved from 
a small group of friends and pa-
trons gathering to eat chili and 
have a good time, into a major 
street festival and fundraising 
event to benefit McKinley,” 
Kouta Shimazaki, owner of San 
Diego Ceramic Connection, said 
in a statement. “The people 
in our community have really 
pulled together to make this a 
success and that’s something 
I’m proud to be part of.”

Chili fans know the rou-
tine by now: Bring your own 
chili bowl and pay $15 for five 
2-ounce tastes or buy a locally 
hand-crafted bowl for $20 to 
get the same deal. And they 
know to arrive early before the 
chili runs out, which has hap-
pened as early as 1 p.m.

But why chili? Isn’t San 
Diego better known for fish ta-
cos and California burritos?

“Chili is integral to this event 
because Kouta Shimazaki of 
San Diego Ceramic Connection 
started off 15 years ago host-
ing a chili cook-off among his 
friends and neighbors,” Rivaldi 
said. “Seven years ago, parents 
from McKinley wanted to merge 
the school’s holiday gift fair 
with a chili cook-off and create 
a street festival from it. That’s 
how the current format came 
about.”

For chili lovers, it’s more 
than the ancient argument 
over whether beans belong in a 

“true” chili recipe.
“It’s really about every 

restaurant putting their own 
specific, unique twist on it,” 
Rivaldi said. “There are all dif-
ferent creative varieties and in-
gredients each year and there 
are also plenty of vegetarian 
and vegan options as well.”

Last year’s winners re-
flect the wide variety of chili 
offerings:

 ● Best Overall — 
Toronado San Diego and Chef 
Missy Sandoval for “Totally 
Rad,” smoked lamb leg, tri-tip 
chipotle chili.

 ● Best Vegetarian — 
Monkey Paw Brewery and Chef 
Onan for vegan “Blairsteak” 
chili with mushrooms, peppers 
and Monkey Paw Corneilius 
Stout.

 ● Most Unique — South 
Park Brewing Company and 
Chef Luis Aguirre for shrimp 
and seafood “sausage style” 
smoked chili topped with roast-
ed corn bread and smoked jala-
peno cream.

 ● People’s Choice (award-
ed by attendees) — West Coast 
Tavern and Chef Abe Botello 
for West Coast-style chili with 
short rib, tri-tip and white navy 
beans.

But there’s more than just 
chili to enjoy. Local brewers 
will serve up the suds in the 
beer garden with some of the 
country’s best craft beer. Wine 
will also be on the menu, fea-
turing vino from Fallbrook 
Winery and other local vintners.

An assortment of food 
trucks will show up, including 
Devilicious, Haad Sai Thai, Two 
for the Road, Bulls Eye Kettle 
Corn and Hammonds Ice cream.

Ready to shop for the holi-
days? Browse through hand-
made goods from more than 30 
local vendors. 

Kids are invited to have fun 
with bounce houses, carnival 
games, face-painting, hairdos, 
ping pong, an obstacle course 
and more. 

Listen to live music on two stag-
es sponsored by Bar Pink and The 
Casbah. Bands will include The 
Creepy Creeps, The Bedbreakers, 
The Nards, Ypsitucky, Le Chateau, 
Bit Maps, and Levi Dean and the 
Americans.

The chili fest is all for a good 
cause.

“The amount of money we’ve 
raised over the years has con-
tinued to grow. Last year we 
raised $63,000,” Rivaldi said. 

“All the money goes to the 
McKinley School Foundation 
and is primarily used to sup-
port the schools International 
Baccalaureate education – provid-
ing programs like Spanish and 
the arts that are required for an 
IB school to provide, but are not 
funded by the district,” she added.

McKinley principal Deb 
Ganderton couldn’t be 

happier to be involved in this 
fundraiser.

“I’m thrilled to be part of this 
community where parents give 
back so much time and effort,” 
Ganderton said in a statement. 
“This event helps us give 
McKinley students access to 
the arts, music and Spanish, 
which are important compo-
nents for us to offer in order 
to sustain our International 
Baccalaureate status.”

For a complete list of 
restaurants, judges, bands, 
vendors, food trucks, spon-
sors and event information, 
visit sonofestchilicookoff.
com. If you post photos on 
social media, use the hash 
tag of #chilismackdown.

—Ken Williams is editor of 
Uptown News and can be reached 
at ken@sdcnn.com or at 619-
961-1952. Follow him on Twitter 
at @KenSanDiego, Instagram 
at @KenSD or Facebook at 
KenWilliamsSanDiego.v

FROM PAGE 1

CHILI

Underbelly employees served up 
their chili at last year's festival. 
(Photos by Clickkity)

Up to 20,000 people are expected at this year's chil fest. (Photo by Clickkity)

SOUTH PARK & GOLDEN HILLS
 GOT CRAFTSMAN?  RARE INCOME PROPERTIES

2 Multi-Unit Properties in Golden Hill and South Park
Apartment Brokers Network - Multi-Units, Apartment Sales & 1031 Exchanges

2566 B St. 5 Unit Property in the Heart of Golden Hill. 2BR House with 4 Apartments.
Call For Pricing or Visit www.Travis1031.com 

Rare 2-Unit Craftsman in South Park. High Ceilings, Beautiful Wood work and Hardwood Floors. Built in 1912, Both 
of the Units are very spacious with close to 1,300 SQFT of Living Space each. Located on a Quiet St. in South Park 

and surrounded by beautiful homes. 2 Car Garage

Travis Owens 
Apartment Brokers Network 
Broker 

Call Travis Owens

858-922-3130
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 Donate 2 Presidential Pre-rolls get 1 free

STORE FRONT NOW OPEN
1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY Dec. 10 11am - 5pm

FREE FOOD, VENDER GIVEAWAYS, LIVE MUSIC!!
ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL 25% OFF ENTIRE ORDER

SSan Dieggoo’’s new LEGAL ccolleecctiivvee. OOvver 100 sttrrains aavvailabllee. Daily FTP specials

2405 E. Harbor Drive,
San Diego CA, 92113
(1 mile south of the Convention Center)

DELVERY HOTLINE 619.841.2045

HarborMMCC.com

We carry a Large Selection of CBD Products

Coupons cannot be 
combined

DAILY SPECIALSFTP

WE DELIVER THROUGHOUT SAN DIEGO COUNTY! CALL TODAY 619-841-2045

5g for $50 Top Shelf

Spend $50 get free 1/8th (on selected strains)

Free gift w/ every purchase

3 grams of crumble for $90

 Donate 2 Presidential Pre-rolls get 1 free

Donate 1 gram of Kurupt Moonrock,

2 kushy punch for $20

Donate 2 Edi Pur Get 1 Free!

3.5 grams starting at $25

and seniors 65 yrs +

8 am-9 pm Daily
24 hour security

E AYFRE

EXIT 28™ 
ST OFF 5

W

HARBOR
COLLECTIVE

Look for our Hummer H1 Cruising The Streets of San Diego Giving Out Harbor Collective Gear!

Over 150 Healthy Clones Available Daily!
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