
Funding plan approved for Plaza de Panama project
Ken Williams | Editor

The San Diego City Council 
voted 8-1 on Nov. 14 in favor of 
a $79 million funding plan for 
a Plaza de Panama project that 
will create more than 6 acres of 
vehicle-free parkland, gardens 
and plazas by banning cars 
from the heart of Balboa Park.

The long-dormant project 
has been rife with contro-
versy over plans to build a 
bypass road and bridge off 
the east end of the historic 
Cabrillo Bridge and construct 
a three-story parking garage 
behind the Spreckels Organ 
Pavilion that will expand paid 
parking to the “people’s park,” 
as Balboa Park is known. 
Currently, valet parking is the 
only paid-parking option in 
Balboa Park.

The council, after listening 
to hours of public comments, 
overwhelmingly voted in favor 
of the funding mechanism, 
which includes the issuance of 
bonds, a one-time contribution 

from the city’s Capital Outlay 
Fund and a dependence on 
parking revenue. Council 
President Sherri Lightner cast 
the only “no” vote.

“We can now seize this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
transform San Diego’s crown 
jewel for the next century,” 
Mayor Kevin L. Faulconer said 
in a statement issued imme-
diately after the Nov. 14 vote. 

“This public-private partnership 
will reclaim the heart of Balboa 
Park for pedestrians and re-
turn the Plaza de Panama to 
its original grandeur. With the 
support from the City Council 
and great civic leaders like 
Dr. Irwin Jacobs, the grand 
restoration of Balboa Park can 
fi nally begin.”

The city capped its fi nancial 
commitment at $49 million, 

and the remaining $30 million 
must be raised via private 
philanthropy, led by the Plaza 
de Panama Committee chaired 
by Dr. Jacobs, the Qualcomm 
co-founder. Any cost overruns 
would be covered by the Plaza 
de Panama Committee, accord-
ing to the agreement.

Construction is expected 
to begin in fall 2017 and will 
occur in four phases lasting 26 
months, according to the city.

Under the leadership of 
Mayor Jerry Sanders, the City 
Council originally approved 
the project in 2012. But a le-
gal challenge that originally 
stopped the project was eventu-
ally overturned by an appellate 
court, a decision that was later 
affi rmed by the California 
Supreme Court.

The long delay proved ex-
pensive, since the project was 
estimated to cost $45 million 
in 2012. The original cost esti-
mate was revised this year to 

Uptown CPU
approved;
Gateway

plan added

Ken Williams | Editor

Say howdy to the Uptown 
Gateway project in Hillcrest 
and hello to density along 
transportation corridors in 
the Uptown communities, 
and goodbye to height re-
strictions in Hillcrest. 

After four hours of 
sometimes heated public 
comments and discussions 
by councilmembers on 
Nov. 14, the San Diego City 
Council voted 7-2 to approve 
Uptown’s Community Plan 
Update (CPU), an important 
policy document that will 
guide growth and develop-
ment for the next 20 years. 

“Today’s approval of the 
Uptown Community Plan 
Update is an important and 
necessary step not only to 
comply with our General Plan 
and Climate Action Plan, but 
to also set the right course for 
the future of our city going 

‘Diff erently 
abled’ dancers 

showcased
By Cynthia Robertson

Something beautiful hap-
pened on Nov. 12 at the Balboa 
Park Club. While pockets 
of protesters throughout 

the park were chanting an-
grily about the presidential 
election results, hundreds of 
people rolled or walked to the 
ballroom for a Wheelchair 
Dancer Organization (WDO) 
fundraiser.

Master of ceremonies Sheri 
Malvestuto thanked everyone 
for coming to the “This Is How 
We Roll” event, which was the 
fourth annual Dance Abilities 
Showcase.

“Our wheelchair dancers and 
dance volunteers have devoted 
many hours of practice time to 
perfect their dance routines,” 
Malvestuto said.

Wheelchair dancers are 
dubbed rollers and the vol-
unteers are called walkers. 
Malvestuto said the wheelchair 
dancers and dance volunteers 
have devoted many hours of 

see Plaza de Panama, pg 19

see Gateway, pg 3see Dancers, pg 17

Angelo Sanchez dances with his sister Gracie during the fourth annual Dance Abilities Showcase presented by the 
local chapter of the Wheelchair Dancer Organization. (Photo by Cynthia Robertson)

An artist’s rendering of the bypass bridge and road at  Balboa Park (Courtesy of 
Plaza de Panama Committee)
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McT REAL ESTATE GROUP
If you are thinking about selling your 
home, call the McT Real Estate Group 
right now to find out how we can help 
you to receive the highest return on 
your most important investment!
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forward,” Councilmember Todd 
Gloria said in a statement re-
leased after the vote. 

“With this update, we will be 
able to foster vibrant, walkable 
and transit-oriented commu-
nities in Uptown that reduces 
automobile dependency, pro-
tects the integrity of our histor-
ic resources, and embraces new 
urban growth,” he said.

Gloria joined the council 
majority in approving the 
CPU. Council President Sherri 
Lightner and Councilmember 
David Alvarez voted against 
the plan, saying they did not 
like the “mixing and matching” 
between the 1988 CPU and the 
draft proposal. On Oct. 6, the 
city’s Planning Commission 
recommended keeping the ex-
isting land-use maps and axing 
the Interim Height Ordinance 
that had temporarily restricted 
the construction of buildings 
over 65 feet in height. That 
recommendation forced city 
planners at the last minute to 
fold the 1988 land-use maps 
into the 2016 draft proposal, 
angering many members of 
the Uptown Planners who had 
worked for almost eight years 
to craft the new document.

With the Uptown communi-
ties being within his District 3, 
Gloria made a lengthy motion 
that included changes he want-
ed made to the fi nal CPU doc-
ument. According to his offi ce, 
they included:

• Closing the gap in the 
University Avenue bike lane 
project to improve bicycle/pe-
destrian safety and increase 
bicycle infrastructure in accor-
dance with the city’s Climate 
Action Plan. The city would fi ll 
in the gap in the biking plan 
that was previously approved 
by the San Diego Association of 
Governments (SANDAG).

• Rezoning residential ar-
eas of Mission Hills by low-
ering density to protect the 
single-family character of its 
neighborhoods. This pleased 
members of the Mission Hills 
Heritage group, which advocat-
ed for protecting the historical 
homes.

• Providing discretionary 
review for building or develop-
ment in the commercial areas 
of Mission Hills in excess of 50 
feet in height.

• Maintaining and expand-
ing a 30-foot height restriction 

west of Park Boulevard in 
University Heights to pre-
serve community character. 
This thrilled members of the 
University Heights Community 
Association, which opposed 
changes to density and heights. 
The west side of University 
Heights is part of the Uptown 
Planners zone, while the east 
side is in the North Park 
Planning Committee area. 
While the community associa-
tion has requested the entire 
neighborhood to be united in 
one planning zone, they found 
little support among coun-
cilmembers, including Gloria. 
Park Boulevard is the dividing 
line.

Gloria, who has represented 
District 3 since 2008, plans to 
resign his seat by month’s end 
to begin his freshmen term 
in the California Assembly 
after his election on Nov. 8. 
Councilmember-elect Chris 
Ward will be sworn into of-
fi ce on Dec. 12 to represent 
District 3.

The Uptown planning dis-
trict comprises some of San 
Diego’s oldest and most histor-
ical neighborhoods, including 
Bankers Hill, Hillcrest, the 
Medical District, Middletown, 
Mission Hills, Park West and 
University Heights. 

Uptown Gateway
The biggest surprise in the 

newly approved Uptown CPU is 
the last-minute addition of the 
Uptown Gateway project, which 
was never considered by the 
Uptown Planners for inclusion 
in the fi nal draft document nor 
requested by the 18 property 
owners who formed the Uptown 
Gateway Council.  

Critics of the ambitious 
plan to create a signature 

“gateway” to Hillcrest said 
the Uptown Gateway Council 
did an end-around on the 
Uptown Planners and other 
stakeholders by appealing 
directly to the city’s Planning 
Commission at its Oct. 6 
meeting to review the Uptown 
CPU draft proposal. The 
Gateway group showed a 
slick video and a PowerPoint 
presentation to outline their 
proposal to transform about 
11 acres in the urban core of 
Hillcrest, roughly between 
Washington Street to the 
north and Pennsylvania 
Avenue to the south, Fourth 
Avenue to the west and 
Seventh Avenue to the east. 
Visit hillcrestgateway.com to 
learn more about the project.

The Uptown Gateway 
Council successfully convinced 
the Planning Commission to 
recommend a Specifi c Plan 
for the Gateway project to 
be included in the Uptown 
CPU, and the City Council 
agreed to go along with that 
recommendation.

Former city planner Marcela 
Escobar-Eck, who represents 
the Uptown Gateway Council, 
said the “gateway” area is 
served by six bus lines. An 
Uptown streetcar is also un-
der consideration to connect 
Hillcrest to Downtown.

Sherm Harmer, representing 
Urban Housing Partners and 
the Pernicano family, said the 
Gateway area is perfect for den-
sity and higher heights, where 
residents can walk to Whole 
Foods, restaurants and pharma-
cies. He said Hillcrest needed a 
signature gateway, since a major 
entrance to the community is off 
state road 163 at Sixth Avenue, 
which he called an eyesore.

“The fi rst thing you see is the 
ugly AT&T building on the left 
and an empty parking lot on 
the right,” he said.

Density and heights
Other supporters of the CPU 

plan told the City Council that 
density and increased heights 
were necessary to bring afford-
able housing to the Uptown 
communities. A number of 
millennial residents spoke in 
favor of the plan, saying they 
wanted to live, work, shop, 
walk, bike and play in the same 
neighborhood.

City planners identify the 
transportation corridors as 
Park Boulevard, where a new 

FROM PAGE 1
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see Gateway, pg 19

10 Questions to Ask 
Before You Hire a San 
Diego Real Estate Agent

San Diego  - Not all real estate agents are the same. If you decide 
to seek the help of an agent when selling or buying your home, you 
need some good information before you make any moves.

Choosing a real estate agent is one of those critical issues that 
can cost or save you thousands of dollars. In this FREE special re-
port, we give you the specifi c questions you should be asking to en-
sure that you get the best representation for your needs. Before you 
hire any real estate agent, call and get a copy of a FREE Report 
entitled “10 questions to Ask Before You Hire an Agent”.

To hear a brief recorded message about how to order your FREE 
copy of this report call toll-free 1-800-728-8254 and enter 1343. You 
can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Get your free special report NOW to fi nd out the questions the 
others would prefer you never ask!

This report is courtesy of Reef Point Real Estate. Not intended 
to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.
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2 HELEN SPEAR
(619)813-8503

www.BuySellMissionHills.com
Helen@HelenSpear.com

www.4494Hortensia.com

Private Canyonfront with Mills Act Designation

MISSION HILLS: ELEGANT HOME PERFECT FOR RELAXING OR ENTERTAINING 
Unique 3+BD/3.5BA Historical Landmark home on 18,277SF usable canyon lot w/ separate 
guest quarters. Restored & remodeled, home boasts original & custom touches including 
hardwood flooring, French doors, period lighting fixtures, window treatments, fireplaces, built-
ins, wine storage & Viking stainless steel kitchen appliances. All bedrooms en suite w/ walk-in 
closets & private patios. Enjoy walled courtyard, fountain, lush landscaping, patios & several 
view decks. Close to all yet very private. MUST SEE!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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THE PERFECT COMBINATION

IS OPENING TOGETHER  

SAVINGS EVERYWHERE YOU LOOK
&

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 8AM
FRIARS RD & QUALCOMM WAY, MISSION VALLEY

Styles vary by store. © 2016 The TJX Companies, Inc.
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NTC Foundation
619-573-9304
2825 Dewey Road Suite 207 92106
Facebook.com/ArtsDistrictLibertyStation

Arts District Liberty Station is the place to skate, create 
and celebrate this holiday season. Revel in a wide range of 
activities, celebrations, shopping, dining and skating that 
will ensure festive holidays for all. Enjoy holiday craft mak-
ing classes, see live performances or shop for holiday gifts 
with a creative twist.

Fantasy on Ice, benefi ting Rady Children’s Hospital, re-
turns Nov. 17–Jan. 8, with the addition of rink-side vendors 
at a Winter Village Marketplace.

A new temporary light art installation adds a creative spin 
on holiday décor. Starting on Nov. 30, marvel at the 90-foot 
Norfolk Pine as it transforms into a Holiday Wishing Tree.

Our free Friday Night Liberty art walk continues on Dec. 
2 and the annual Holiday Block Party is on Dec. 10.

To end the season, the annual free day of dance at 
Dorthea Laub Dance Place takes place on Dec. 26 helps kick 
off the 10th anniversary of Arts District Liberty Station. 
#SaluteTheSeason

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Hillcrest Town Council update
By Benny Cartwright

At its fi nal meeting of 2016 
on Nov. 15, the Hillcrest 
Town Council discussed topics 
related to the environment. 
We heard from Roger Kube 
of Surfrider San Diego and 
Lindsay Richardson of San 
Diego 350, who both gave in-
formative presentations on the 
reality of climate change and 
suggested simple things we 
can do as citizens to take bet-
ter care of our shared planet. 

One of the standout things 
from the presentation was 
the addition of the word “re-
fuse” to the usual mantra of 

“reduce, reuse, recycle, recov-
er.” Instead of just accepting 
waste products, we should 
refuse them. Refuse to pur-
chase products that come in 
plastic packaging or bottles, 
and refuse to patronize take-
out restaurants that provide 
such packaging. We can tell 
these establishments with our 
dollars that we refuse to pur-
chase such wasteful packag-
ing and our dollars will speak.

Only two restaurants in 
Hillcrest (Snooze and Burger 
Lounge) are on Surfrider 
San Diego’s “Ocean Friendly 
Restaurants” list. Restaurants 
that get a spot on the list 
have instituted self-regulated, 
ocean-friendly policies that re-
duce disposable plastic waste. 
If this is an issue you care 
about, please consider telling 
your favorite restaurants to 
learn more at bit.ly/2fl 6Val.

All participants at the 
meeting received a free 
Hillcrest Town Council brand-
ed reusable tote bag. These 
are especially important now 
that the state of California’s 
plastic bag ban has gone in-
to effect. We still have some 
of these totes left and would 
love to give you one! The next 
opportunity to get one for free 
will be at our holiday mixer 
next month (details below).

Our meeting also included 
the regular time for public 
comment and updates from 
public representatives and com-
munity organizations. People 
talked about things like the 
city’s pipeline project, changes 
to parking meter times and 

placement, and the Uptown 
Community Plan Update that 
the City Council passed on 
Nov. 14. 

There is a lot going on in 
the neighborhood so we en-
courage residents to join us 
in 2017 to share their pri-
orities for Hillcrest. Our 
fi rst meeting of the new 
year will be on Tuesday, 
Jan. 10, from 6:30-8 
p.m. at the Joyce 
Beers Community 
Center in The 
HUB shop-
ping center. 
Not only will 
there be am-
ple time for 
residents 
to share 
their pri-
orities for 
Hillcrest 
in 2017, 
we’ll also 
hear from 
Chris 
Ward, 
who by 
then will 
have been 
sworn in 
as our new 
councilmember.

With the holidays upon us, 
we have two chances to cele-
brate in Uptown! The Bankers 
Hill Community Group along 

with the Hillcrest History 
Guild will host the annual 
Community Holiday Potluck 
on Tuesday, Dec. 13, at 6 
p.m. at the San Diego Sports 
Indoor Club, 3030 Front St. in 
Bankers Hill. This is always 

a fun party with a great 
crowd.

Then, on Friday, 
Dec. 16, from 6-8:30 
p.m., the Hillcrest 
Town Council will 

host its fi rst-ever 
Hillcrest Holiday 
Mixer at Gossip 
Grill, 1220 
University 
Ave. Everyone 
is welcome 
to this ca-
sual but 
festive hol-
iday party, 
which will 
include 
hosted 
appetizers. 
We’ll also 
be giving 
away 
more 

of our HTC 
reusable tote 
bags while 

supplies last. Please join us!

—Benny Cartwright is vice 
chair of the Hillcrest Town 
Council. v

Kath Rogers chaired the Hillcrest Town Council meeting on Nov. 15, the last such gathering of 2016.

Roger Kube of Surfrider San Diego urged support for “Ocean Friendly 
Restaurants” on its list of eateries that have instituted ocean-friendly 
policies to reduce disposable plastic waste. (Photos by Benny Cartwright)
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The Hillcrest Town Council branded 
reusable tote bag

Absolutely not! The focus of an accent modification program with a 
speech pathologist is to learn how to adjust your accent when you 
want to. Many people feel self-conscious when speaking in their 
second language, that people are focusing on their accent, rather than 
what they are saying.  There can be a misperception that if someone 
has a distinctive accent, they must have difficulty speaking and under-
standing the language. 

 Studies have found that listeners will stop asking you to repeat or 
clarify yourself after a second time. After that, listeners feel awkward 
and will nod their heads or politely end the conversation.

 The key to successful accent modification is increasing awareness 
of how you currently sound, and how you would like to sound.  Accent 
modification with a speech pathologist can be different from other 
accent programs because it involves more than just training how to 
say certain consonants and vowels. It includes learning how to adjust 
your rate of speech, your intonation pattern, your eye contact and body 
language, as well as other important components of effective commu-
nication. 

Anyone can learn how to adjust his or her accent. The intensity or 
origin of the accent, age, and level of education are not factors.
If you are interested in learning more about what an effective accent 
modification program can do for you, contact me today at 
310-720-3473, or email me at joywongslp@gmail.com.

Will Modifying 
My Accent “Erase” 
My Cultural Identity?

Will Modifying 
My Accent “Erase” 
My Cultural Identity?
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Readers
Poll

To cast your vote, visit 
sduptownnews.com.

New poll

Poll results

What are your plans for 
Thanksgiving dinner?

60% Dining out
20% Dining at home
20% Dining at friends/
relatives

More than usual

About the same

Cutting back

What will you 
spend for the holidays?

How to shop for the Covered California 
health plan that best fi ts your budget

By Angie Blanchette

With Covered California’s three-
month open-enrollment period under-
way since Nov. 1 , it’s a great time to 
shop for the best fi t for your health cov-
erage. During Covered California open 
enrollment, which runs through Jan. 31, 
consumers can choose among 11 name-
brand health insurance plans that offer 
high-quality and affordable coverage. 
Here are some helpful tips.

Shop, shop, shop around
Covered California’s online Shop 

and Compare Tool provides consum-
ers with detailed information 
about various health plans 
in specifi c regions 
throughout the state. 
You can compare 
premium costs, the 
four pricing tiers, 
and subsidies 
available to help 
you pay for cov-
erage. With some 
health insurance 
premium costs 
expected to rise in 
2017, the Shop and 
Compare Tool allows 
consumers to evaluate 
their options. Try out 
the Shop and Compare Tool 
at bit.ly/2f53ZME.

Get in-person help 
to fi nd the best value

Health insurance is complicated. 
Getting help choosing the right plan 
and completing the application is free 
and confi dential. There are thousands 
of Covered California certifi ed insur-
ance agents and enrollment counsel-
ors located throughout the state. They 
can help guide you to the health plan 
that is the best fi t and best value for 
you and your family. Find free local 
help at coveredca.com/get-help/local/ 
to enroll. 

Check out provider networks
If you want to visit a particular doc-

tor, be sure to check with the specifi c 

health plan to confi rm that the physi-
cians you want to see are indeed in the 
plan’s network of doctors. In 2017, each 
enrollee in a Covered California health 
plan will be assigned a primary care 
physician. Learn more about primary 
care physicians at bit.ly/2fhxHKd.

Vision and dental plans 
off er added bonuses

While children’s dental and vision 
coverage has always been included as 
part of all health insurance plans sold 
through Covered California, adults 
can now enroll in family dental and 

vision plans at competitive rates. 

Enroll early, get 
health coverage 

earlier
Enrolling 

in a Covered 
California 
health plan by 
Dec. 15 allows 
you to start 
the new year 
with coverage. 
Having health 
insurance in 

place starting 
Jan. 1 can re-

duce your worries 
about having to pay 

a tax penalties for not 
being covered, which are 

$695 per adult and half that 
amount for those under age 18 in the 
household or 2.5 percent of your fam-
ily  income — whichever is greater. 
Additionally, gone is the mental gam-
ble of hoping nothing happens — such 
as a car accident, sports injury, or un-
expected illness. 

When it comes to your health, 
knowing that you are covered is the 
best plan. Enroll online or with a 
Certifi ed Insurance Agent or Certifi ed 
Enrollment Counselor at covered-
ca.com.

—Angie Blanchette is Covered 
California’s communications and pub-
lic relations regional manager for the 
San Francisco Bay Area.v
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The life of the female architect
Success came with 
a price in early 20th 

century 

Long before any female 
presidential candidate banged 
her head against the highest 
and hardest glass ceiling 
in the land, a sisterhood of 
California women were swing-
ing their lady-grip hammers 
at another transparent barri-
er — the entrance to the boys 
club known as architecture. 

When UC Berkeley enrolled 
its fi rst architecture class in 
1904 — the roster was evenly 
divided, with fi ve women and 
fi ve men. But education was 
only half the battle. There 
was also the thorny problem 
of creating a career, of mak-
ing a life for oneself. The 
evidence seems to point to a 
price for these successful ear-
ly-20th century women archi-
tects: domestic solitude. But 
they had each other.

Alice Klauber
She might be best known 

as a socialite and art patron, 
but Alice Klauber was also an 
accomplished fi ne artist, an 
inspiration to her peers and 
a groundbreaking interior 
designer. 

Lately she’s also become 
something of a feminist “outli-
er,” a woman of verve and ac-
tion who sparked a revolution 
in art and culture. In a new 
bio, “Ladies of the Canyon,” 
Lesley Poling-Kempes tells 
how Klauber, daughter of an 

early San Diego merchant, 
helped establish Santa Fe, 
New Mexico as an artist 
colony, and helped connect 
the East Coast art establish-
ment with the freewheeling 
West. And she did it all on 
horseback, without a husband, 
camping under the stars, 
while wearing trousers. Well, 
I made up the part about the 
trousers. She wasn’t that big 
of an outlier. 

Klauber designed the 
Persimmon Room at 
the Panama-California 
Exposition, a ladies-only re-
treat that was a portent of 
design trends to come. Out 
go the earth tones, the stiff-
backed oak chairs and the 
leather. In come the Navajo 
rugs, black lacquered wicker 
furniture and a daring color 
scheme of persimmon, black 
and soft brown. More than 
100,000 women visited the 
Persimmon Room, put their 
feet up and thought, “Now 
isn’t this nice!” 

Julia Morgan
One of the fi rst women to get 

a degree in civil engineering 
from UC Berkeley (in 1894), 
Morgan became the fi rst fe-
male graduate of the Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts in Paris in 1902. 
She was also the fi rst licensed 
female architect in California. 

Upon returning to the U.S., 
she went back to working with 
mentor Bernard Maybeck, 
then branched out on her own, 
designing more than 800 
buildings, including William 
Hearst’s San Simeon, making 
her one of the most prolifi c 
architects in America. In 
San Diego, Morgan designed 
the YWCA downtown and 

the “Hostess House” at Camp 
Kearny (near today’s Kearny 
Mesa). Both buildings had inte-
riors designed by Alice Klauber. 

The fact that Camp Kearny 
needed a Hostess House says 
something about America circa 
1917. Before women could go 
anywhere on the base, they had 
to fi rst check in at the Hostess 
House. The war department 
issued a statement that year 
directed at free-spirited wom-
en: “No young woman should 
approach or converse familiarly 
with a man in uniform unless 
introduced by a mutual friend 
or unless he has been properly 
vouched for by the community 
organizations.” And if they 
want to vote, they should just 
ask their husbands to do it!

Morgan was very private 
about her private life. Or may-
be she just didn’t have one. 
Hearst Castle consumed much 
of her energy. She worked on 
it from 1919 to her retirement 
in 1951. Architectural writer 
Esther McCoy wonders how she 
could have “submerged herself 
in the demands of the master of 
San Simeon for 30 years. One 
of his habits, for instance, was 
to make revisions directly on 
the tracings — a big X over 
what he disapproved, rein-
forced by the word OUT.”

Hazel Wood Waterman
Many of the early female 

architects were single women of 
means. Hazel Wood came from 
a middleclass family — her 
father was a school superin-
tendent in the Central Valley 
— but she did end up marrying 
into money. Her husband Waldo 
was the son of California Gov. 
Robert Whitney Waterman, 
who had interests in mining 
and railroads. They met at 
Berkeley, where she studied art.

In 1902 the couple hired 
Irving Gill to build a small 
stone cottage on a hill overlook-
ing the harbor. Hazel began to 
make her own contributions to 
the house’s design, with Gill’s 
approval. She rearranged the 
sink, serving table and stove in 
the kitchen. 

Gill was impressed. He said, 
“Well, Mrs. Waterman, if you 
ever have to support yourself, 
you should by all means study 
architecture, you have a natu-
ral talent for it.”

On Feb. 23, 1903, Waldo 
died of pneumonia. Hazel 

had a small income from the 
railroad and an insurance 
policy, but decided to ask Gill 
for help. He offered her a job in 
1904. She was a draftsman and 
designer until 1906, when she 
struck out on her own. 

Waterman designed the 
Wednesday Club, where Alice 
Klauber was a member, and 
turned Casa de Estudillo into 
a tourist attraction, “Ramona’s 
Marriage Place,” for John D. 
Spreckels. Waterman remained 
single for the remainder of her 
life, and retired in 1929. She 
lived alternatively with her son, 
an aircraft designer, and her 
daughter Helen, a trained ar-
chitect who gave up the profes-
sion for marriage and family.

Lilian J. Rice
Lilian J. Rice grew up in 

National City. Her father was 
a teacher. Her mother was an 
artist who gave neighborhood 
kids tours of her upstairs art 
studio. Before she was born (in 
1889), her father was principal 
of Russ School. (His vice prin-
cipal was Berkeley graduate 
Kate Sessions, who became a 
mentor, friend and eventual 
colleague for Lilian.) 

Rice graduated from 
National City High School a 
year early and enrolled in UC 
Berkeley in the architecture 
program. When Rice graduated 
in 1910, two of her classmates 
immediately got jobs with Julia 
Morgan. Rice went home to 
take care of her sick mother. 

In 1911, Rice got her teaching 
credential. She taught math-
ematics in National City and 

geometry at San Diego State 
College. She also worked part 
time as a draftsman for Hazel 
Waterman, working on Casa 
de Estudillo, the Hospital for 
Babies and the Wednesday Club. 

In 1910, Rice joined the 
all-woman ZLAC Rowing 
Club. By 1915 she was its 
president. Klauber was 
a member, as was Hazel 
Waterman’s daughter Helen. 
(At Hazel’s request, Klauber 
became Helen’s mentor. Helen 
eventually followed Rice to 
Berkeley, where she got her 
architecture degree in 1914.)

In 1921, Rice joined Requa’s 
architectural practice. In 1922, 
she began living and working 
on-site at the new planned 
development of Rancho Santa 
Fe. Offi cially, Requa was the 
master architect, but biogra-
pher Diane Y. Welch claims 
that Rice personally designed 
most of the houses credited to 
Requa. At any rate, by 1929 
Rice offi cially parted ways 
with Requa. She stayed active 
during the 1930s, designing 
houses in Rancho Santa Fe, La 
Jolla, El Cerrito, Escondido and 
La Mesa. In 1934, she designed 
a new clubhouse for ZLAC on 
Mission Bay. She died in 1938 
of ovarian cancer. Rice never 
married and apparently lived 
alone.

Esther McCoy
Like so many Easterners 

before her, Esther McCoy 
moved to California for her 
health. She had been living the 

HouseCalls
Michael  Good

see HouseCalls, pg 14

The little cottage that started it all: Hazel Wood Waterman’s fi rst 
collaboration with Irving Gill. (Photos by Michael Good)

Stone studio: With three kids, Hazel Wood Waterman worked from home.

SHOP.
DONATE.
VOLUNTEER.

Support the store that
builds homes and hope.

Furniture, appliances, building materials, and more!

Complete your home improvement project for less!
Proceeds help build Habitat for Humanity homes

in our community!

10222 San Diego Mission Road
Mission Valley
619-516-5267

837 Metcalf Street
Escondido
sdhfh.org

Bring this ad for 20% off one item!

$1,125,000

7565 CHICAGO DRIVE

Lovely, Tuscan-style villa Plan 9 in the highly 
desirable and centrally located community of 
Serramar in La Mesa. This 5 bedroom and 4 full 
bathroom estate lives like an Italian resort. You 
immediately notice the attention to detail and 
upgrades invested by the owner. The grand 
foyer features crown molding, and travertine 
stone flooring with marble inlays. The 9 foot 
ceilings on both floors give this home an even 
more expansive and elegant feel

*Limited time offer. Terms and conditions apply. See studio for details.

© 2016 Fitness Together Franchise Corporation. All rights reserved.

Each Fitness Together® studio is independently owned and operated.

Mission Hills
4019 Goldfinch Street

San Diego, CA 92103

fitnesstogether.com/mission-hills
619.794.0014
Get Started Today!

3 sessions for $99*

Limited Time Offer

ONE CLIENT. ONE TRAINER.
ONE GOAL.™.
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An unusual new musical

La Jolla Playhouse’s world 
premiere of a musical titled 

“Miss You Like Hell” is unlike 
anything you’ve ever experi-
enced, unless you’ve seen the 
work of and are a fan of plays 
and musicals by bookwriter/
lyricist Quiara Alegría Hudes 
— among them ”Water by the 
Spoonful” (Pulitzer Prize for 
drama), “Elliot, a Soldier’s 
Fugue” and “In the Heights” 
(Tony Award for best musical). 

Hudes wrote the book and 
lyrics of “Miss You Like Hell.”

Like characters in her other 
works, characters in the new 
musical are deeply fascinating 
and deeply fl awed, and audienc-
es grow to love and care about 
them quickly, at the same time 
wondering what the hell is go-

ing on from the standpoint of 
reality.

Unafraid of writing mother/
daughter confrontations, Hudes 
possesses a sense of magic re-
alism all her own. Perhaps her 
gifts are not for everyone, but 
they certainly speak to my ex-
perience of being a woman.

“Miss You Like Hell” is well 
supported by Erin McKeown’s 
music and additional lyrics, 
though I would like a few more 
melodic songs. Like so many 
musicals these days, the lyr-
ic-rich score contains a lot of 

extended recitative. The lyrics, 
however, are breathtaking; for 
instance: “You are the bread 
and I am the hunger” in the 
closing song.

The quirky work is directed 
by a woman, Lear deBessonet, 
and the music director and 
conductor is live-wire Julie 
McBride, who seems to relish 
the percussive elements of the 
score as she, plainly visible 
at the keyboard, leads a ver-
satile seven-piece orchestra. 
Choreographer Danny Mefford 
is indeed male, but we forgive 
him because of his involvement 
with “Fun Home” and “Bloody, 
Bloody Andrew Jackson,” 
among others.

Dance crops up all over the 
place, commenting succinctly 
on the absurd story of Beatriz 
(Daphne Rubin-Vega, who cre-
ated Mimi in “Rent”) and her 
emotionally distraught late-
teen daughter, Olivia (Krystina 
Alabado, whose Broadway cred-

its include “American Psycho”). 
We’re never certain of Olivia’s 
exact age because Beatriz, an 
undocumented Mexican nation-
al who bore Olivia in the U.S., 
lies whenever it is expedient. 
She appears in the musical’s 
fi rst scene, literally abducting 
her abandoned, stinky, suicidal, 
pajama-clad daughter in order 
to take her to the West Coast to 
testify in Beatriz’s deportation 
hearing.

Olivia capitulates, though 
she is not about to give 
up her imaginary online 

correspondent named Castaway 
(Victor Chan, replete with 
palm tree and island). She 
wants only to see the buffaloes 
in Yellowstone National Park. 
Hopes of re-establishing a re-
lationship with her mother are 
slim. The truth is, Beatriz is as 
dysfunctional as Olivia.

In addition to Chan, the 
two-hour plus musical employs 
an ensemble of seven, who 
sing, dance and portray addi-
tional characters encountered 
on the cross-country road trip. 
The most developed are Julio 
Monge as Manuel, a tamale 
vendor who assumes chauffeur 
duties and falls for Beatriz; and 
Cliff Bemis and David Patrick 
Kelly as an endearing, super-
annuated gay couple intent on 
marrying in every state.

Other ensemble players 
are Vanessa A. Jones, Cashaé 
Monya, Kurt Nörby and Olivia 
Oguma.

Standout songs are “Dance 
With Me,” performed by Beatriz 
and Olivia, and “Tamales,” 
which shows off Monge’s appeal 
and lovely voice. Equally im-
pressive are the scenic design of 
Donyale Werle, costume design 
of Emilio Sosa, lighting design 
of Tyler Micoleau (lovely on-the-
road sunsets), and the sound 
design of Dan Moses Schreier.

—Charlene Baldridge has 
been writing about the arts since 
1979. Follow her blog at charle-
necriticism.blogspot.com or reach 
her at charb81@gmail.com. v

Theater
Review
Charlene Baldridge

The cast of “Miss You Like Hell” (Photos by Jim Carmody)

“Miss You 
Like Hell”
 Book and lyrics by 

Quiara Alegría Hudes
Music and lyrics by Erin 

McKeown
Directed by Lear 

deBessonet

Tuesdays through 
Sundays

Through Dec. 4
Mandell Weiss Theatre

La Jolla Playhouse
2910 La Jolla Village Drive

LaJollaPlayhouse.org
858-550-1010

(l to r) Krystina Alabado (Olivia) and Daphne Rubin-Vega (Beatriz) play a 
mother and daughter who have a challenging relationship. (Photos by Jim Carmody)

Be a part of one of San Diego’s longest running community events

and celebrate 38 years of saving lives!

Activities include:

• All day blood drive – donors receive Chargers Drive
   T-shirt, VIP wristband for Chargers Autograph line and
   free parking.

• “Wellness Zone” with interactive exhibits.

• Musical entertainment, complimentary food sampling
   and a performance by the Charger Girls.

• Everyone can enter to win a new Honda CR-V,
   donated by the Honda Dealers of San Diego County. 

Tuesday, November 22, 2016
TOWN & COUNTRY CONVENTION CENTER

MISSION VALLEY

SPONSORS:

To make an appointment or for more information, visit 

SanDiegoBloodBank.org or call 1-800-4-MY-SDBB. 

OOver 30 Bands including great local SD groups  
SSue Palmer & Her Motel Swing,  

CChloe Feoranzo , High Society Jazz Band,  
JJazz Jammers  & Champagne Dixie  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
TTraditional New Orleans Jazz, Boogie WWoogie  &&   

SStride piano plus aa special SSWING EXTRAVAGANZA   
SSaturday NNight DDance ‘ till MMidnight with 2 bands:  
DDave Stuckey and the Spicy Pickles   
JJoe Smith and the Hot House Gang   

Hours:  Wed  7 - 11 PM;  Thur  6 - 11 PM  
Fri  10 AM  - 11 PM;  Sat  9 AM - Midnight;  Sun  9 AM – 6 PM 

Admission: Wed $20; Thurs $25; Fri/Sat $50; Sun $30 
12 & under FREE w/adult  ♫  Under 30 discounts  

Fri/Sat after 5pm $30  ♫  Active Duty Military FREE 

Financial support provided by 
City of San Diego Commission 

for Arts & Culture 

SDjazzfest.org 
619-297-5277 

37th  Annual  

San Diego  
Jazz Fest 

Nov 23-27, 2016 

SDjazzfest.org  
Town & Country Resort 
500 Hotel Circle North 

I-8 and SR 163 
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Hi hpoint in Oce n Be ch 

It’s touted as the tallest out-
door patio on Newport Avenue 
in Ocean Beach, which becomes 
indisputable once you gaze be-
yond the ledge with a beer under 
your nose and look down at all 
the other rooftops in the vicinity. 
The ocean and the palm trees in 
front of it steal the view, and you 
suddenly feel as though you’re on 
top of the world.

OB Brewery opened in July 
to the tune of three fl oors and 
at least a half-dozen beers made 
onsite. Each is produced in 18-
keg batches, so they tend to stick 
around longer compared to the 
nearly 15 outside labels occupy-
ing the guest taps.

Those undergo rapid rotation, 
and most are local. On a recent 
afternoon, the list revealed 
Stingray IPA by Coronado 
Brewing Company; a pilsner by 
Barrel Harbor Brewing; and the 
wildly sour Quad Raven from 
Stumblewood Brewing Company.

But it was the Long Time 
Coming house brew that 

seemed like a good palate 
quencher on this hot, autumn 
afternoon. As with all the other 
beers sold here, most priced at 
$6 a pint, they’re $2 off during 
happy hour.

A fi ne cream ale it was — not 
overly fi zzy, and fi nishing with 
a wisp of sweetness from agave. 
The other house choices included 
an oatmeal stout (Night Moves), 
a red ale with orange zest (Salt 
Water Crocodile) and an obligato-
ry IPA named Hop on Board.

A tap takeover by New 
English Brewing was occurring 
the day of my visit, and I was 
able to sneak in a couple of tast-
ers, courtesy of the general man-
ager who was working the mini 
bar on the top deck. A guy next 
to me was sampling the same 
brews as me, and uttered an apt 
description for the nitro Barrel 
Brown aged in whiskey barrels.  

“It’s like drinking a Guinness 
and a shot of whiskey together,” 
he said. 

I wholly agreed while noticing 
the beer’s boozy nose right off 
the bat.

Several appetizers tai-
lor-made for beer drinking are 
available for $5 during happy 
hour, such as garlic-spiked hum-
mus, Sriracha-honey wings and 
fried pickles.

I ordered the latter, a deluxe 
recipe featuring buttermilk 

batter, blue cheese crumbles, 
a fl urry of chives, and stone-
ground mustard aioli on the side. 
The pickle slices were big and fat 
and pretty much fi lled the deep 
serving bowl.

In a city that cries for more 
rooftop decks, OB Brewery is a 
delightful addition to the neigh-
borhood’s main drag. It is the 
brainchild of Mike Tajran, who 
also owns Newport Pizza across 
the street.

With numerous seating op-
tions from top to bottom, Tajran 
and his team will soon be turn-
ing the second level into a game 
lounge that will include shuf-
fl eboard, foosball and popular 
table games. v

Come On 

Get Happy!
Dr. Ink

RATINGS

Drinks: CCCCCThe beer selection embrac-
es a decent assortment of 
styles made onsite as well 
as rollouts from other local 
breweries.

Food: CCCCAn order of crispy fried 
pickles in buttermilk bat-
ter rivaled most versions 
elsewhere, thanks to the 
additions of blue cheese 
crumbles and mustard 
aioli.

Value: CCCCCA true pint of any beer in 
stock averages $4 during 
happy hour, while generous-
ly portioned appetizers cost 
only a buck more.

Service: CCCCCThe bartender and general 
manager working the top-
fl oor mini bar were quick 
to welcome customers and 
hand out menus as they ar-
rived to the roof via several 
fl ights of stairs.

Atmosphere: CCCCCIf you dig sunny rooftop 
decks with multiple seating 
options, you’ve come to the 
right place.

OB Brewery 
5041 Newport Ave. 

(Ocean Beach)

619-955-8053
obbrewingco.com

Happy Hour: 
3 to 6 p.m. 

Monday through Friday

Fried pickles with blue cheese crumblesThe Long Time Coming cream ale

OB Brewery’s top fl oor is a draw. (Photos by Dr. Ink)

Fried pickles with blue cheese crumblesThe Long Time Coming cream aleng cream ale
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San Diego’s biggest Epicurean event, the San Diego Bay 
Wine + Food Festival, has returned for the 13th year with a 
host of chef-driven dinners, culinary presentations, and wine and 
beer tastings held at various venues throughout San Diego. It 
continues until Nov. 20.

The festival’s main attraction 
is the Grand Tasting, which fea-
tures samples from more than 
700 wines, plus foods from nearly 
70 of San Diego’s most notable 
chefs and gourmet vendors. It will 
be held from noon–3 p.m. Nov. 19 
at Embarcadero Marina Park 
North (500 Kettner Blvd.) Tickets 
are $135 or $175 for early entry 
at 11 a.m. For a complete list of 
events and highlights, visit sandi-
egowineclassic.com.

J & L Eppig Brewing opened Nov. 2 in an abandoned North 
Park building that was once a strip club. The 2,000-square-foot 
space features a tasting room and 16-tap beer system that has 
so far made way for a series or lagers, a coffee stout, and a Gose-
style brew accented with grapefruit.

The venture was launched by Todd Warshaw, his wife 
Stephanie Eppig, and two brewers formerly of Ballast Point — 
Clayton Le Blanc and Nate Stephens. The lagers and business 
name, Warshaw said, are an ode to his wife’s family history, 
when two of its members ran breweries in the mid to late 1800s 
in Brooklyn, New York.

In the absence of a kitchen, guests are welcome to bring in food 
or have it delivered. Washaw adds he will eventually start work-
ing with local food trucks. 3052 El Cajon Blvd., 619-501-1840, 
eppigbrewing.com

Al Reef Mediterranean 
Restaurant has shuttered 
about a year after opening 
in the heart of North Park. 
The windows of the large, 
double-storefront space are 
papered over, and no expla-
nation for the sudden closure 
was posted on its doors, 
website or Facebook page. 
Recently a sign was added 
that stated: “Urban Café & 
Grill Coming Soon.” 2835 
University Ave.

After an eight-month closure, Mark W. Bihm and his husband, 
Humberto Villegas, will reopen their New Orleans Creole Café 
in Old Town by early December. The tucked-away restaurant, 
which occupies two historic structures for a dining room and kitch-
en, received permanent foundations and new wiring and drainage 
systems. In addition, the buildings have been repainted, new cor-
bels were added, and the dining room’s front porch was expanded.

“The property is back to its 1860s glory,” Bihm said, adding 
that new pasta dishes will be added to the menu, and he will soon 
begin bottling and selling the restaurant’s Cajun-style barbecue 
sauce, which originates from a family recipe. 2476 San Diego 
Ave., 619-542-1698, neworleanscreolecafe.com.

The East Village will see 
the arrival of Breakfast 
Republic in February 2017 by 
restaurateur Johan Engman, 
who established the break-
fast-lunch concept in North 
Park and Liberty Station, and 
just opened a third location in 
Encinitas. His East Village 
venture will move into the 
space previously occupied by 
Zanzibar Café. It will feature 
a sidewalk patio and signature 
menu items such as creative 
pancake fl ights, house-made cr-
ab cakes, and shrimp and grits 
with eggs. 707 G St., breakfas-
trepublic.com.

—Frank Sabatini Jr. can 
be reached at fsabatini@san.
rr.com.v

San Diego-based Primos Management has opened Primos 
Public Corner, a full-service restaurant and bar in Mission 
Valley’s Fenton Marketplace. The company operates more than 
20 fast-casual eateries under the name Primos Mexican Food, 
although this is its fi rst large-scale establishment, said chief mar-
keting offi cer James Quijano.

In addition to a wide selection of Baja-style cocktails and craft 
beers, the food offerings include everything from mole french 
fries and bourbon-Sriracha fl autas to New York strip tacos and 
fi re-roasted chile rellenos. 2401 Fenton Pkwy., Suite 104, 619-684-
5777, primospc.com.

And the first-place win-
ner of Cooking Channel’s 
“Sugar Showdown” is … 
Chef Kristianna Zabala of 
Nomad Donuts, who came 
away with the $10,000 prize 
after recently surviving 
a few elimination rounds 

during the show’s second 
season. One of her win-
ning creations early in the 
competition was a cranber-
ry-goat cheese cruller with 
chocolate-orange drizzle. 
The cruller has since landed 
on Nomad’s rotating menu. 
4504 30th St., 619-431-5000, 
nomaddonuts.com.

Kristianna Zabala from (Photos 
courtesy of Nomad Donuts)

Cranberry goat cheese cruller from 
Nomad

Eppig Brewing beer samples (Photo by Todd Warshaw)

Exterior of New Orleans Creole Cafe (Photo by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

San Diego Bay Wine and Food  Festival 
samples (Photo by Frank Sabatini Jr.) 
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Where the sea meets 30th Street

Limes, avocados and fresh fi sh 
rule the day at Ceviche House, a 
brick-and-mortar offshoot to a 
farmers market venture started 
a few years ago by Mexico City 
native Juan Carlos Recamier.

In the absence of a stove and 
fryer, the ceviches incorporate a 
variety of raw fi sh choices in live-
ly constructs inspired by differ-
ent regions of Mexico and Peru.

The only source of heat 
Recamier uses is a blowtorch for 
charring a stupendous poblano 
chile relleno fi lled with rice, veg-
gies and chunky pieces of queso 
fresco. Similar to a stuffed baked 
potato in appearance, it’s easy to 
forget about the egg-battered ver-
sions injected with jack cheese 
once you poke into it.

Recamier sources his sea-
food from Catalina Offshore 
Products as well as directly 
from fi sh mongers he has come 
to know at downtown’s Tuna 
Harbor Dockside Market. His 
early-morning pickups can in-
clude yellowtail, big eye tuna, 
scallops, shrimp and white fi sh, 
all of which are utilized in about 
six different ceviches and a few 
sashimi-style dishes.

The La Paz ceviche, bedded 
on locally sourced baked tortillas, 
features the ruby-red tuna show-
ing off a bright twang from both 
limes and orange zest in a judi-
ciously balanced habanero-citrus 
sauce. A hint of ginger fi nds 
its way in. And the noodle-cut 
cucumbers strewn throughout 
added an extreme, refreshing 
element to the assembly.

Equally invigorating was the 
Peruvian ceviche, which won 
me over with its red bits of spicy 
rocoto peppers lurking between 
cubed whitefi sh. Here, the fi sh 
is “cooked” in a milky, citrus 
marinade (leche de tigre) that’s 
spiked with a tad of garlic.

Recamier explained that 
in Peru, raw fi sh is marinated 
for less time compared to its 
Mexican counterparts. I found it 
citrus-y nonetheless. Garnished 
on top with orange aji peppers, 
the spice factor crept up gradu-
ally before climaxing at a moder-
ate heat level.

From the “tiraditos and spe-
cialties” category, the state of 
Sinaloa in Mexico is represented 
by shrimp aquachile, which falls 
somewhere between ceviche and 
sashimi.

The shrimp were whole and 
translucent, and served in a tan-
gle of sliced radishes, red onions 
and micro greens, all resting 
in a puddle of thin citrus sauce 
accented boldly with Serrano 
peppers and cilantro. Though 

fl avorful, I would have preferred 
the shrimp cut into pieces, as 
they required some sawing with 
my plastic knife.

All of the dishes included gen-
erous slices of fresh avocado. The 
shortage, Recamier said, has 
eased in both price and avail-
ability, at least for restaurant 
vendors.

Other ceviche styles include 
the Acapulco with whitefi sh; the 
Veracruz with shrimp, scallops 
and mango; and the top-selling 
Puerto with shrimp, jalapenos, 
jicama and bell peppers. There’s 
also salmon carpaccio, a cevi-
che chile relleno and Mexican 
sashimi featuring tuna, yellow-
tail and salmon on one plate.

Ceviche House is bright and 
quaint, with subway tiles dom-
inating a couple walls and only 
one table inside. Ledge seating 
provides additional dine-in space, 
as well as several tables on the 
front sidewalk.

Recamier has stepped up to 
the plate in the ongoing cevi-
che trend by giving customers 
creative choices and detailed 
presentations. Since opening 
less than a year ago, he’s already 
planning on opening a larger, 
second location, revealing only 
at this point that it will be in 

“coastal San Diego.”

—Frank Sabatini Jr. is the 
author of “Secret San Diego” 
(ECW Press), and began his local 
writing career more than two de-
cades ago as a staffer for the for-
mer San Diego Tribune. Reach 
him at fsabatini@san.rr.com.v

Restaurant
Review 
Frank Sabatini Jr.

Ceviche 
House

4594 30th St. 
(North Park)

619-453-8330
cevichehousesd.com

Prices: $6.50 to $14

Juan Carlos Recamier is executive chef at Ceviche House in North Park. (Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

(clockwise, 
from top left) 
La Paz ceviche, 
peruvian ceviche, 
poblano chile 
relleno, shrimp 
aguachile

Holidays are the time of year when you get a hall pass on 
your decorating style. You can go over the top with a full 
Santa’s workshop in your front yard or go minimalist if it 
matches your style. The bottom line is, there are no rules.

That being said, there are some great ideas for all styles. 
This year, I have chosen a pre-wired white twig tree and 
I will be using only glass and crystal ornaments. I know, 
I know, you’re thinking “Wait what? Aren’t those for the 
front yard?” The answer is yes, they are. Like I said, no 
rules. I will, however go to The Pinery in Mission Valley 
for their scraps to place around the house for the smell 
– feel better now? Along with this minimalist tree, I will 
be putting up my grandma’s Christmas Village she made 
for me about 35 years ago. A little schmaltzy? Absolutely!

What about the outside, you ask. I say light it up! 
There are a number of options now, with projection 
lighting, holographic imaging or just good old fashioned 
lights. What ever floats your boat is acceptable décor; 
why? It’s the holidays! Regardless of the holiday you 
celebrate, anything goes. If you’re in a mixed cultural 
holiday household, decorate for both. It’s a great way to 
experience cultural immersion while decorating together.

About buying decorations: Of course there are sales 
everywhere the day after Christmas but Neiman 
Marcus has the best sale I have found on December 26. 
Decorations are up to 70% off, making this the perfect 
time to make next year’s purchases. If you like to have 
themed décor, start thinking now about what you want 
for next year and buy for that.

If you really don’t have the time or propensity to 
decorate, you can hire a decorator to do it for you, even 
shopping if necessary. Yes, there are actually people 
you can hire for pretty much everything. If you go this 
route, make sure it includes “undecorating” and tree 
disposal if you have a real tree. The service should also 
include putting away the decorations where you have 
them stored until next year.

Remember, you can use your resources at home or 
office. We tend to have more than we know. If you 
need help or just want a consultation to kick start you 
creative juices, call a pro:

Jennie Bianchi 
at BellaBianchi~Inspired Interiors 

619.459.3702

Happy Holidays and Happy Decorating!

NOVEMBER 17 - FANTASY ON ICE OPENS
NOVEMBER 30 - TREE LIGHTING FESTIVITIES

DECEMBER 2 - FRIDAY NIGHT LIBERTY
DECEMBER 10 - HOLIDAY BLOCK PARTY

DECEMBER 26 - FREE DAY OF DANCE

NOVEMBER 17 - FANTASY ON ICE OPENS
NOVEMBER 30 - TREE LIGHTING FESTIVITIES

DECEMBER 2 - FRIDAY NIGHT LIBERTY
DECEMBER 10 - HOLIDAY BLOCK PARTY

DECEMBER 26 - FREE DAY OF DANCE

FRIDAY NIGHT LIBERTY    FREE OPEN STUDIOS & PERFORMANCES    EVERY FIRST FRIDAY @ 5PM  
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All Souls’ 65th annual 
Christmas Home Tour
Point Loma, Dec. 3, 2016

All Souls’ Episcopal Church 
invites you to our annual 
Christmas Home Tour and 
Marketplace. Just three weeks 
before Christmas, it can be a 
whole day of fun!

An expanded marketplace 
prompts festive planning, with 
gifts or decorations that include 
handmade treasures and home-
cooked treats for Christmas 
stockings or the feast table!

This year’s event will in-
clude a limited edition Peter 
the Church Mouse unveiling 
and gourmet food trucks and 
local artisans round out the 
traditional sumptuous tea!

Appreciating Hubbell 
stained glass and unique Point 
Loma homes are community 
celebration highlights. Four 
distinctive residences delight 
with their histories, views 
and decor to pique creative 
interests.

Which home will tantalize 
with St. Nicholas baking fresh 
cookies? Which one will show-
case delightful collections from 
decades of personal sailing 
memorabilia? Which will evoke 
a long past time in China, 
with vintage cloisonné, marble 
sculpture and centuries old re-
claimed wood fl ooring?

Each home enchants with 
imaginative designs, spectac-
ular vistas or peeks into most 
fascinating travels! Join us! 

For more information and 
tickets visit tinyurl.com/
gqyja6d

Broadway San Diego
San Diego Civic Theatre
1100 Third Ave. 92101
619-570-1100
sandiegotheatres.org

“Hedwig and the Angry Inch”
Nov. 29–Dec. 4, 2016

Presented by Broadway San 
Diego, “Hedwig and the Angry 
Inch” will be making its way to 
the San Diego Civic Theatre with 
shows from Nov. 29 to Dec. 4.

Described as brilliantly 
innovative, heartbreaking, 

and wickedly funny, “Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch” is the 
landmark American musical 
by John Cameron Mitchell 
and Stephen Trask that 
is “groundbreaking and un-
doubtedly ahead of its time” 
(Entertainment Weekly). This 
genre-bending, fourth-wall-
smashing musical sensation, 
with a pulsing score and elec-
trifying performances, tells the 
story of one of the most unique 
characters to ever hit the stage.

Directed by Tony Award-
winner Michael Mayer (“Spring 
Awakening”) and winner of four 
2014 Tony Awards, including 
Best Musical Revival, “Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch” played to re-
cord-breaking sell-out crowds on 
Broadway and promises to take 
San Diego by storm with what 
Time magazine proclaims is “the 
most exciting rock score written 
for the theater since, oh, ever!”

For more information and 
tickets, please visit tinyurl.
com/hsrcrvd.

Cygnet Theatre
The Old Town Theatre
4040 Twiggs St. 92110
619-337-1525
cygnettheatre.com

“A Christmas Carol”
Nov. 22–Dec. 24, 2016

Founded in 2003, Cygnet 
Theatre is a leading region-
al company and one of San 
Diego’s cultural icons. Each 
year, Cygnet Theatre creates 
an eclectic mix of six or seven 
mainstage productions, from 
classics to Broadway-style mu-
sicals. On stage and off, Cygnet 
Theatre is dedicated to bring-
ing the best performances to 
San Diego.

In the spirit of the holidays, 
Cygnet Theatre is proud to pres-
ent “A Christmas Carol,” with 
shows at the Old Town Theatre 
from Nov. 22–Dec. 24. This 
season welcomes the return of 
the holiday classic adapted from 
Charles Dickens’ timeless tale 
of hope and redemption. This 
re-imagined, fully-staged pro-
duction features original new 
music, creative stagecraft and 

puppetry, and live sound effects. 
Step into a Victorian Christmas 
card for a unique storytelling 
experience that is sure to delight 
the entire family!

For more information and 
tickets, please visit tinyurl.com/
z24ppls.

The Old Globe Theatre
1363 Old Globe Way 92101
619-234-5623
theoldglobe.org

Dr. Seuss’ “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!”
Nov. 5–Dec. 26, 2016

The Old Globe Theatre 
has been home to the most 
acclaimed national artists, 
designers, directors and play-
wrights in the theater industry. 
More than 20 productions pro-
duced at The Old Globe have 
gone on to play Broadway and 
Off-Broadway, garnering 13 
Tony Awards and numerous 
nominations.

In 1984 The Old Globe 
was the recipient of the 
Tony Award for Outstanding 
Regional Theater for its con-
tribution to the development 
of the art form. These awards 
bring world attention not on-
ly to The Old Globe but also 
to San Diego’s rich cultural 
landscape.

Located in Balboa Park off 
of El Prado, between the San 
Diego Museum of Art and 
the Museum of Man, The Old 
Globe is proud to present its 
annual family musical, “Dr. 
Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas!” with shows be-
tween Nov. 5 and Dec. 26, the 
show is described as a wonder-
ful, whimsical musical based 
upon the classic Dr. Seuss book.

Back at The Old Globe for 
its 19th incredible year, this 
family favorite features the 
songs “This Time of Year,” 

“Santa for a Day” and “Fah 
Who Doraze,” the delightful 
carol from the popular animat-
ed version of “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!”

Celebrate the holidays as 
the Old Globe Theatre is once 
again transformed into the 
snow-covered Whoville, right 
down to the last can of Who-
hash. For more information 
and tickets, please visit ti-
nyurl.com/z89fsrz.

San Diego Musical Theatre
at Spreckels Theatre
121 Broadway #600 92101
619-235-9500
spreckels.net

“White Christmas”
Nov. 25–Dec. 4, 2016

San Diego Musical Theatre 
(SDMT), founded by Erin and 
Gary Lewis on Sept. 26, 2006, 
is a professional, nonprofi t, 
musical theater organization 
that produces Broadway mu-
sicals. With its mission state-
ment, “To passionately pro-
duce and provide professional 
musical theater that ignites 
the human spirit,” the SDMT 
is proud to present two shows 
this upcoming holiday season. 

At the Spreckels Theatre, be-
tween Nov. 25 and Dec. 4, the 
classic holiday movie “White 
Christmas” will be brought 
to life on stage. Based on the 
beloved, timeless fi lm, this 
heartwarming musical adapta-
tion features seventeen Irving 

see Holiday Guide, pg 13

NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 18

YOU’RE THE GUEST AT 

A WEDDING WHERE 

SPIRITS ARE CONSUMED…

AND INVITED!

Written & Directed by TODD SALOVEY
Based on the play by S. Ansky

Original Music Written & Performed by YALE STROM
Starring RON CAMPBELL

619.544.1000  |  SDREP.ORG  |  Lyceum Theatre  |  Horton Plaza

Book Tickets Now! Ask About Free Parking!

AA Point Loma Traditi  

All Souls’ Episcopal Church                                         
th

ALL SOULS’’ CH ISTMAS 
HOME TOUR 

ULS’ CHRISTMAS 
OME TOUR 

 

 

          

Purchase Tickets at:   All Souls’ Church, Ace Hardware,          

Walter Anderson Nursery, or online at: 

www.allsoulspointloma.org/home tour 
 

Exchange ticket for map Nov. 30-Dec. 3  9:00 am - 4:00 pm at:     
All Souls Church 1475 Catalina Blvd. San Diego, Ca. 92107 

Saturday December 3rd 2016                                    
10 am - 4 pm                                                         

 

1475 Catalina Blvd. (619) 223-6394 
                               

Tickets: $30    Day of Event $35 
MARKETPLACE  & FOOD TRUCKS 10 AM - 4 PM 

TEA   1 - 4 PM                                           
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Berlin songs. Army veterans Bob 
Wallace and Phil Davis have a 
successful song-and-dance act 
after World War II. With ro-
mance in mind, the two follow a 
duo of beautiful singing sisters 
en route to their Christmas show 
at a Vermont lodge, which just 
happens to be owned by Bob and 
Phil’s former commander.

The dazzling score features 
well known standards, in-
cluding “Blue Skies,” “I Love 
A Piano,” “How Deep is the 
Ocean?” and the perennial 
favorite, “White Christmas.” It 
promises a merry and bright 
theatrical experience for the 
whole family!

For more information and 
tickets, please visit sdmt.org.

San Diego Musical Theatre
at Horton Grand Theatre
444 Fourth Ave. 92101
760-295-7541
tinyurl.com/j5f64oz

“Miracle on 34th Street”
Dec. 1–24, 2016

San Diego Musical Theatre 
(SDMT), founded by Erin and 
Gary Lewis on Sept. 26, 2006, 
is a professional, nonprofi t, 
musical theater organization 
that produces Broadway mu-
sicals. With its mission state-
ment, “To passionately pro-
duce and provide professional 
musical theater that ignites 
the human spirit,” the SDMT 
is proud to present two shows 
this upcoming holiday season. 

At the Horton Grand 
Theatre, from Dec. 1–24, 
“Miracle on 34th Street” will 
bring a heartwarming holiday 
classic to San Diego, retold in 
the tradition of a live 1940s 
era radio broadcast. When 
a department store Santa 
claims he’s the real Kris 
Kringle, his case gets taken 
all the way to the Supreme 
Court. Watch the miracle un-
fold when the belief of a little 
girl makes all the difference 
in this iconic story.

Adapted from the 1947 Lux 
Radio Hour Broadcast and 
staged with live Foley effects 
and a score of holiday car-
ols, “Miracle on 34th Street” is a 
beloved musical that will melt 
even the most cynical of hearts.

For more information and 
tickets, please visit sdmt.org.

San Diego Repertory 
Theatre
Lyceum Space
79 Horton Plaza 92101
619-544-1000
lyceumevents.org 

“The Dybbuk for Hannah 
and Sam’s Wedding”
Nov. 23–Dec. 18, 2016

San Diego Repertory Theatre 
is San Diego’s resident profes-
sional theater —celebrating 
year-round on three stages and 
in art galleries the diversity 
and creativity of the community. 
As the resident and managing 
company of the Lyceum Theatre, 
San Diego Repertory Theatre 
produces and hosts over 300 
events and performances a year.

This holiday season features 
two shows between November 

and December hosted at the 
Lyceum Space.

“The Dybbuk for Hannah 
and Sam’s Wedding,” showing 
between Nov. 23 and Dec. 18, 
features nationally renowned 
master actor and clown Ron 
Campbell (“R. Buckminster 
Fuller: The History — and 
Mystery — of the Universe”) 
playing all 21 characters in 
this “Dybbuk.”

The mystical story centers 
on a broken vow that results 
in a wandering spirit taking 
possession of a bride on her 
wedding day. Boundaries 
between the natural and su-
pernatural worlds dissolve in 
this tale of powerful young 
love and spiritual possession. 
You will fi nd yourself in the 
spell of a Yiddish classic that 
is a humorous and horrifi c folk 
tale of wondrous meaning.

For more information and 
tickets, please visit sdrep.org.

“A Snow White Christmas”
Dec. 2–Dec. 24, 2016

San Diego Theatres, in 
collaboration with San Diego 
Repertory Theatre and 
Lythgoe Family Panto, pres-
ent “A Snow White Christmas!” 
with performances between 
Dec. 2–24, “A Snow White 
Christmas” is the American 
Panto version based on the 
“Snow White” fairytale which 
includes singing, dancing and 
interactive fun and magic.

Whether young or old, a 
Panto will be enjoyed by all 
members of the family during 
the holiday season.

For more information and 
tickets, please visit sdrep.org.v
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SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE
3rd Avenue & B Street

www.BroadwaySD.com
619.564.3001 Groups (10+) 

619.570.1100
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm

800.982.ARTS

Rating: Mature audiences
NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 4, 2016

THE CLASSIC
HOLIDAY MUSICAL

A
HE CLASSIC
OLIDAY MUSICAL
HE CLASSICTH

H
THTHE CLASSIC
HOLIDAY MUSICAL

CHRISTMAS
CAROL

“CRITIC’S CHOICE”
- San Diego Union-Tribune, 2015

“CRITIC’S CHOICE”
- San Diego Union-Tribune, 2015

MUSIC COMPOSED BY BILLY THOMPSONMUSIC COMPOSED BY BILLY THOMPSONMUSIC COMPOSED BY BILLY THOMPSONMUSIC COMPOSED BY BILLY THOMPSONMUSIC COMPOSED BY BILLY THOMPSONNOV 22
DEC 24

ADAPTED & DIRECTED BY  SEAN MURRAY
MUSIC COMPOSED BY  BILLY THOMPSON

ADAPTED & DIRECTED BY SEAN MURRAY
BASED ON THE STORY BY  CHARLES DICKENS
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bohemian life in Greenwich 
Village, writing fi ction and 
consorting with artists and ec-
centrics, when she came down 
with double pneumonia and 
ended up in the hospital. At 
the suggestion of a friend, she 
moved to Los Angeles, plan-
ning to wait out the wet and 
cold spring before returning 
home. Instead she stayed on 
— for some 50 years. She later 
wrote that she made the de-
cision to stay the instant she 
stepped off the train in San 
Bernardino and smelled the 
orange blossoms. 

McCoy considered herself 
a failed fi ction writer, but 
most writing students would 
be delighted to have her suc-
cess — published in the New 
Yorker, included in “The Best 
Short Stories of 1950,” author 
of numerous crime novels and 
friends with writing luminar-
ies like Ray Bradbury and 
Theodore Dreiser. She met 
Dreiser in 1924, while still a 
student, and had worked for 
him as a researcher before 
moving to California. 

Freelance jobs were scarce 
when she arrived in 1932, so 
McCoy went to work again 
for Dreiser (who had also 
moved to LA), and at the 
start of the war took a job as 
a mechanical draftsman at 
Douglas Aircraft. From 1944 
through 1947 she worked 
for Architect Rudolph 

Schindler, whose office 
was near Dreiser’s home on 
King’s Road. She applied to 
USC’s school of architecture 
but was “discouraged” from 
attending because of her 
gender and advanced age 
(she was 40). In 1945 she 
wrote an article about her 
employer called “Rudolph 
Schindler, Space Architect” 
for Direction magazine. 
Thus began her career as an 
architectural writer. 

McCoy applied the tech-
niques of fi ction to archi-
tectural writing. She wrote 
about the architects as well 
as the architecture. She 
turned them into characters 
in a drama about what it 
meant to be human — and 
Californian. She cemented 
the careers of architects 
like Schindler and turned 
the designers of the Case 
Study Houses into rock stars. 
Her book “Five California 
Architects” revived interest 
in Bernard Maybeck, Charles 
and Henry Greene and 
Irving Gill, and established 
their place in history as 
modernists. 

McCoy thought there was 
something about California 
that made its unique architec-
ture possible, that encouraged 
experimentation and daring 
— particularly since nobody 
on the East Coast took it 
seriously. 

When McCoy applied to 
Rudolph Schindler during the 
war, she did so because she’d 
heard one of his assistants 
had just been drafted. She 
didn’t think he’d offer her a 
job; she just wanted to get a 
look inside his offi ce, which 
he’d designed. After looking 
at her architectural drawings, 
biographer Susan Morgan 
says, “Schindler spoke to her 
as a fellow architect and hired 
her on the spot. For McCoy, 
the encounter was an unex-
pected moment of clarity, sur-
prising and irrevocable.” 

Years later, after McCoy 
sent her profi le of Schindler 
to Direction magazine, the 
imperious Austrian asked why 
she hadn’t submitted it to him 
fi rst for approval. 

“Don’t you want it to be 
right?” he asked. 

 “No,” she said, “I want it to 
be mine.”

—Contact Michael Good at 
housecallssdun@gmail.com.v
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On her own: Waterman windows and 
pillars were a slight departure from Gill.

Small Business Saturday 
promotes local holiday shopping

By SDCNN Staff

When it comes to holiday 
shopping, local merchants want 
to remind everyone that those 
special gifts can be found just up 
the street or around the corner. 
That’s why community busi-
ness districts are encouraging 
Uptown shoppers to visit small 
businesses in their own neigh-
borhoods as they celebrate Small 
Business Saturday on Nov. 26. 

Residents can enjoy a festive 
day of shopping and dining not 
far from their homes as partici-
pating businesses offer bargains, 
special activities and holiday fun.

Adams Avenue will cele-
brate its second annual Spirit 
Stroll from 2-5 p.m. on Nov. 
26. Guests will sample holiday 
cocktails from many of Adams 

Avenue’s talented bartenders 
selected from the local bars 
and restaurants. The special 
cocktails will be available inside 
several Adams Avenue retail lo-
cations so that shoppers may sip 
while they shop. Tickets are $24. 
To purchase tickets and to learn 
more, visit the Adams Avenue 
Business Association website at 
adamsavenuebusiness.com. 

The Hillcrest Business 
Association (HBA) also encour-
ages residents to visit its  local 
businesses throughout the holi-
day season. Its many members 
will be offering promotions, 
specials and deals as they cele-
brate Small Business Saturday 
on Nov. 26. Visit the HBA on-
line at hillcrestbia.org.

The Mission Hills Business 
Improvement District (BID) is 

a member of the 2016 Small 
Business Saturday Coalition, 
and its members will also 
participate in Small Business 
Saturday. More than 200 
merchants will offer events, 
promotions and activities 
throughout the day. The 
Mission Hills BID urges ev-
eryone who lives in Mission 
Hills to visit local business-
es and “Shop, Sip, Stroll, 
Repeat.” Find them online at 
missionhillsbid.com.

North Park’s merchants will 
celebrate the day by offering 
treats, discounts and pop-up 
live music as visitors explore the 
many diverse and unique “mom 
and pop” shops along its com-
mercial district. Mayor Kevin 
Faulconer and Councilmember 
Todd Gloria are planning to 
speak during the event at 1 p.m. 

In addition, North Park 
will hold a Scavenger Hunt on 
Nov. 19. The Scavenger Hunt 
is free and open to all, and 
includes prizes along with a 
chance to win $200 cash and 
gifts to North Park hotspots. 
For more information about 
North Park Main Street, visit 
northparkmainstreet.com.

American Express started 
Small Business Saturday 
seven years ago to get more 
customers to shop locally in an 
effort to boost sales for small 
merchants around the na-
tion. An estimated 95 million 
paying customers shopped at 
small businesses during Small 
Business Saturday in 2015, an 
increase of 8.2 percent over the 
previous year’s event, accord-
ing to American Express.v

Vegan options 
available

Reservations only. 
Sittings every 1/2 hour between 

12:30 - 4:30 PM 
RSVP to 619-282-4116$2595 

per person

VEGETARIAN
THANKSGIVING FEAST
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 Uptown Crossword

Puzzle answers on page 18

Classifieds
AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2000-2016! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We're Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/
Models 2000-2015! Any Condition. 
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-416-2330.

AUTOMOTIVE
CAPITAL CLASSIC CARS Buying All Euro-
pean & Classic Cars. ANY Condition, ANY 
Location, Porsche, Mercedes, Jaguar & 
More! Top Dollar PAID. CapitalClassicCars.
com  Steve Nicholas 1-571-282-5153, 
steve@capitalclassiccars.com

EMPLOYMENT
PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 A Week 
Mailing Brochures From Home! NO Expe-
rience Required. Helping home workers 
since 2001! www.WorkingCentral.NET

Make $1,000 Weekly! Paid in Advance! 
Mailing Brochures at Home. Easy Pleas-
ant work. Begin Immediately. Age Unim-
portant. www.HomeMoney77.com

EDUCATION
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification. Approved 
for military benefits. Financial Aid if 
qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-453-6204

BECOME A REGISTERED NURSE (RN) No 
Waiting List! ATTEND ACCREDITED
NURSING SCHOOL CLASSES ONLINE IN 
OUR BLENDED PROGRAM WEEKEND
CLINICAL SCHEDULES FINANCIAL AID 
AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY
CALL ADMISSIONS 813-932-1710 
www.medicalprepinstitute.org

ACCOUNTING & QUICKBOOKS TRAIN-
ING! Online training getsyou job ready! 
Train at home! Job placement when 
completed! 1-888-407-7162 GED/HS 
Diploma needed.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Begin training at home for a career 
working with Medical Billing & Insur-
ance! Online training with the right 
college can get you ready! HS Diploma/
GED & Computer/Internet needed. 
1-888-374-7294 TrainOnline123.com

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Be-
come a driver for Stevens Transport! 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! New drivers 
earn $800+ per week! PAID CDL 
TRAINING! Stevens covers all costs! 
1-888-734-6714 drive4stevens.com

FINANCIAL
Owe more than 10k to the IRS? We can 
Help! Call Tax Mediation Services to stop 
collection and Harassing Letters. CALL 
FOR FREE CASE REVIEW! 888-249-5596

HEALTH & FITNESS
Erectile Dysfunction Medical Pump 
Change your sex life in minutes! 
FDA Licensed. 30-DayMoney Back 
Guarantee. Free Brochure: Call (619) 
294-7777 www.DrJoelKaplan.com

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4 FREE! 
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg Free 
Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping. 
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40 
Pills + 10 FREE. SPECIAL$99.00 100% 
guaranteed. FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL: 
1-888-223-8818 Hablamos Espanol.

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW! 1 -866-312-6061 
Hablamos Espanol

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for $95. 
100 pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO 
prescriptions needed. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-877-743-5419

MISCELLANEOUS
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only
4.8 pounds and FAA approved for air 
travel! May be covered by medicare. 
Call for FREE info kit: 844-558-7482

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-800-217-3942

Drive with Uber. No experience is 
required, but you'll need a
Smartphone. It's fun and easy. For 
more information, call: 1-800-
849-0782

You may qualify for Disability if you 
have a health condition that
revents you from working for a year 
or more. Call now! 877-552-2968

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA certification. Approved for mili-
tary benefits. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 
1-888-909-9905 18+

CRUISE VACATIONS – 3, 4, 5 or 7+ 
day cruises to the Caribbean. Start 
planning now to save $$ on your fall 
or winter getaway vacation. Royal 
Caribbean, Norwegian, Carnival, Prin-
cess and many more. Great deals for 
all budgets and departure ports. To 
search for your next cruise vacation 
visit www.NCPtravel.com

SUPPORT our service members, veterans 
and their families in their time of need. 
For more information visit the Fisher 
House website at www.fisherhouse.org

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Com-
petitive Offer! Nationwide Free Pick 
Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & 
PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-776-7771. www.Cash4Dia-
beticSupplies.com

DISH Network -NEW FLEX PACK- Se-
lect the Channels You Want. FREE In-
stallation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24 
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a 
month. CALL 1-800-686-9986

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/
Month, includes FREE Genie HD/DVR 
& 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME, CIN-
EMAX, STARZ.  Get a $50 Gift Card. 
Call 888-672-1159

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award.  Call 866-428-
1639  for Information.  No Risk.  No 
Money Out Of Pocket.

MOTORCYCLES
WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTOR-
CYCLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ 
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 

(1969-72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250, 
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400, SUZUKI-
GS400, GT380, HONDACB750K
(1969-1976), CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!! 
1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-0726 usa@
classicrunners.com

TRAVEL
ALL INCLUSIVE RESORT packages at 
Sandals, Dreams, Secrets, Riu, Barcelo, 
Occidental and many more. Punta Cana, 
Mexico, Jamaica and many of the Carib-
bean islands. Search available options for 
2017 and SAVE at www.NCPtravel.com

WANTED TO BUY
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920 - 1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos.
1-800-401-0440 

OLD WATCHES WANTED!! Rolex, Patek 
Philippe, Omega, Audemars Piguet, 
Vacheron, Cartier, Longines, Universal, 
Breitling. Chronographs, Daytona, 
Submariner, GMT-Master, Moonphase, 
Day Date, Speedmaster and more. 
TOP CA$H PAID 1-800-401-0440

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unex-
pired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS.
1-DAYPAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS! Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 
hr payment! Call 1-855-440-4001 www.
TestStripSearch.com. Habla Espanol.

TO ADVERTISE
ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA at 
danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or 
visit our website cadnetads.com for 
more information. 
Reader Advisory: Reader Advisory: 
The National Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the above
classifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised 
by this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give 
the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that if 
a credit repair company does busi-
ness only over the phone it is illegal 
to request any money before deliv-
ering its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

BATHTUBS REFINISHED like new with-
out removal. Bathtubs - Kitchen Sinks 
- Wash Basins. Fiberglass & Porcelain. 
Over 25 years in San Diego. Lic#560438. 
www.saveatubsd.com. 619-464-5141 
(03/15)

SERVICES

Puzzle answers on page 18

Get FAA Technician certification. Approved for 
military benefits.  Financial Aid if qualified. 

Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

866-453-6204

AIRLINE 
MECHANIC 
TRAINING 
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For the love of words
By Cynthia Robertson

Poets of all ages and skill 
levels gather once a month in 
Balboa Park to share their fa-
vorite works.

The next meeting of the 
Poetry Party of San Diego will 
be on Friday, Dec. 2, in the 
Santa Fe Room at Balboa Park 
Club.

Earlier this fall, the Poetry 
Party hosted its annual 
Wordstock Festival of Oral 
Glory on Oct. 7, which brought 
together poets of all ages for an 
open mic session. The festival 
also featured poems that were 
published in the San Diego 
Poetry Annual.

Donations to the festival 
helps fund the Poetry Party 
as well as the annual Garden 
Theatre Festival held during 
the summer in Balboa Park.

Christophver R. —that’s his 
legal full name, as he likes to 
show in his passport — found-
ed Poetry Party and Garden 
Theatre Festival in 2011.  

“We are happy to have any-
one and everyone who is inter-
ested in poetry come and read 
their own work or the work of 
other poets. We have poets of 
every level here,” he said.

He introduced Tim Evans 
as the fi rst poet to read for the 
open mic. Evans’ poetry was 
about the frustrations and 
fears of a poet and artist, and 
the beauty of it, too. The last 
line of his fi nal poem, “mis-
placed the moon,” stirred an 
audible murmur of appreciation 
throughout the room.

“Just as I like to say, caution: 
Poetry may be inspirational to 
your life,” Christophver R. said.

Rudy G., short for Rudolfo 
Gonzalez, with long wavy black 
hair and sporting a fedora, 
read poems of what life was 
like as an artist. 

“If I exist to you, I am an in-
ner city miracle,” he read from 
one of his poems.

“I couldn’t be a ‘we’ without 
you,” Rudy G. said. “For me, 
poetry is not a private matter. 
I bring vigor back to poetry.”

Reg E Gaines, a renowned 
performance poet, entertained 
the audience with the recital 
of his impassioned poems. His 
reading style was a hybrid of 
rap and blues.  

Many of the poets are also 
artists, like Randi Hawkins, 
who exhibits her mixed me-
dia paintings at a studio in 
Spanish Village. She had 
spent the entire day at the 
park, fi rst at the studio, 
then at the regular Poetry 
Party from 3 to 5 p.m., then 

sharing more poems at the 
open mic. She had also brought 
some cheese and crackers for 
refreshments.

The fi rst poem she 
read was titled “Civil War 
Villanelle,” a homage about her 
great-great-grandfather who 
was a Union soldier killed by 
Confederates. 

Hawkins explained that a 
villanelle is a type of struc-
tured poem with fi ve stanzas of 
three lines each, and six stan-
zas of four lines each, with two 
main rhyming couplets. 

In her “Civil War Villanelle,” 
Hawkins borrowed a line from 
Walt Whitman’s poem, using 
the words, “Oh Captain, My 
Captain.”

Hawkins read another one of 
her own poems, “Living Stone,” 
which she set to the tune of 
“Wandering Stranger.” 

“It’s a poem from my pagan 
self, hearkening to the Celtic 
tradition,” said Hawkins, who 
has been with Poetry Party for 
four years.

Everyone applauded Diane 
Hardy after she read her poem. 
“We must endure, we must,” she 
said, and then smiled big at 
fi nishing.

“She did endure. She did 
indeed,” Christophver R. said, 
giving her a thumbs-up. 

Throughout the evening, the 
poets took turns reading. Their 
poems touched on every subject 
imaginable, even about how 
technology has encroached on 
the time that artists and poets 
have to work. 

After the open mic, 
Christophver R. invited poets 
who had been published in 
the San Diego Poetry Annual, 
which was on sale at the event, 
to give readings. 

Published poet Jim 
Moreno read his “Politics and 
Polarities,” a poem about the 
widening disparities in social 
status between the rich and the 
poor, the business world and 
the artist.

“He’s our revolutionary poet, 
an activist,” Christophver R. 
said.

As the night wound down 
to an end, the poets gathered 
in corners to talk, giving each 
other encouragement on their 
poetry readings.

Christophver R. thanked ev-
eryone. “This is our pilgrimage. 
That’s what poets do. They get 
tired of waiting for defi nition, 
so they make up their own,” he 
said. 

The Poetry Party fi rst came 
together as a group in 2011 at 
the Senior Lounge in Balboa 
Park. Last year, the group 
moved meetings to the larger 
Santa Fe Room.

“I love the light and atmo-
sphere in here,” Hawkins said.  

— Cynthia Robertson is a lo-
cal freelance writer. v

Poetry Party
First Friday 
of the month

Santa Fe Room at 
Balboa Park Club

2150 Pan 
American Road

619-569-4922

WOOD WORKING

PLUMBING

TAX CONSULTANT

Experienced & Professional

Renee Differ

reneediffer@cox.net

619-516-0400

Individuals & Businesses

Rentals & Investments Reporting

Bookkeeping & Payroll Processing

Audits & Amended Returns

Notary Public

Mobile Appointments

Registered Tax Preparer

IN-HOME CAREGIVER

CREATIVE CARETAKING 
FOR THE LIFE IN YOUR YEARS

www.creativecaretaking.com
serve.u@creativecaretaking.com

FREE ONE HOUR CONSULTATION TO 
TAILOR OUR PLAN TO YOUR NEEDS.

PLEASE CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

My goal is to meet your daily needs while 
keeping your body functioning at optimum 
levels and stimulating your mind and soul.

I have the experience and character 
you’re looking for. 

Allow me to care for you.

Phone/Text (619) 261-7022
Deborah Wade, Caregiver

MILLWORK

COMPUTER REPAIR GARDENINGATTORNEY

MOVING

STUCCO

Out of Town
Crossword from page 15

Sudoku
Puzzle from page 15

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

INVESTMENT

SDCNN.COM

G A R A G E  D O O R  O P E N E R S

UP & DOWN
Garage Doors

www.upanddowngaragedoors.com
8186 Commercial St., La Mesa, CA 91942

619-464-0116
La Mesa Based Company LIC#904512

PSYCHIC

Loving Pet Care 
at Your Home

Call Mark
(619) 295-6792

DOG WALKING
PET VISITS

Since 2000

PET CARE
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practice time to perfect their 
dance routines.

“Our dancers are all dif-
ferently abled. We no longer 
use the word disabled. Maybe 
some of you were thinking you 
couldn’t dance with wheel-
chairs. We are proving today 
that you can — and you can 
take every dance there is to the 
fl oor in a wheelchair,” she said.

The event was also a tribute 
to Joe Torres, the dance direc-
tor who will be retiring and 
moving to Puerto Rico.

“This is an emotional time for 
me. I have made life-long friends 
for the last fi ve years. You’re 
all invited to come visit me in 
Puerto Rico. But now let’s dance!”

Rollers and walkers from 
ages 7 to 70 got in on the fun. 

Roller Angelo Sanchez, 7, did 
some fancy moves in his wheel-
chair while his sister Gracie, 6, 
danced around him and pushed 
and pulled. 

“Angelo has been dancing 
with WDO since he was 3 
years old. He just always loved 
to dance, his sister, too,” said 
Happy Sanchez, their mother. 

“Dancing takes their mind 
someplace else,” Sanchez said. 

The WDO’s motto is 
“Changing Lives Through 
Dance.” The weekly wheelchair 
dance classes have attracted 
many different abilities, from 
stroke, muscular dystrophy, 
multiple sclerosis, spina bifi da 
and spinal cord injuries.

Hope Baker, who is pursuing 
a doctorate in marriage and 
family therapy, has danced for 
a number of years as a roller 
with WDO. “It’s changed my 
life because it has helped me to 
take care of myself,” she said. 

“If I did not dance, I would not 
be getting any exercise.”

The WDO dance lessons will 
be on break over Christmas. 
Baker said she planned to get 
out and socialize with others in 
a park near where she lives.

Another very important way 
that WDO has helped change 
people’s lives for the better is 
the social benefi t. That goes for 
walkers as well as rollers.

“Young people who have 
never tried rumba or tango 
or any of the beautiful dances 
can come here and learn some 
great things,” Torres said. 

Aitana and Gonzalo Allen-
Perez, both walkers, have taken 
their dance lessons to a profession-
al level. Their performance with 
rollers Emma Mondragon and 
Angelo Sanchez sent a chorus of 
“wows” around the ballroom.

The Dance Showcase fea-
tured a variety of ballroom 
dance styles including a lovely 
choreographed piece for Bev 
Weurding, founder of WDO, 
and Joe Torres. Weurding’s 
face shone and eyes sparkled 
with joy as Torres spun her 
around in dreamy moves to the 
tune of “I Hope You Dance.”   

A wave of applause echoed 
through the ballroom.

“It has been just wonderful 
working with Joe for the last 

fi ve years. We will miss him 
when he goes, but he has to 
move on with his life like every-
one else,” Weurding said.

The organization has chosen 
Jason Rivers to take Torres’ 
place. Rivers has taught ball-
room dancing for 26 years. At a 
recent event, he had performed 
with the wheelchair dancers 
and was truly impressed.

“I’m really excited about it. 
There are a few differences, 
mainly in some of the step 
work, in dancing with rollers. I 
have actually rented a wheel-
chair and used it to under-
stand the way the connection 
works between the walker and 
the roller,” Rivers said. 

“I do have some big shoes to fi ll,” 
he said, referring to Torres. Ten 
dance performances and several 

open dance sessions kept people 
moving and grooving to the music 
at the event. Toward the end of 
the afternoon, the rollers sat in 
a circle with Torres in the center 
dancing to “Uptown Funk.” One 
by one, the rollers came into the 
circle to dance with Torres. At one 
point, little Emma Mondragon 
wheeled into the circle and Torres 
picked her up and twirled her 
around with her in the chair.

“The best things happen when 
you choose inclusivity, not exclu-
sivity,” Malvestuto said.

Dance lessons are offered 
free. Check the Wheelchair 
Dancers Organization’s website 
at wheelchairdancers.org for 
more information.

— Cynthia Robertson is a lo-
cal freelance writer.v

FROM PAGE 1

DANCERS

“Walkers” and “rollers” dance together. (Photo by Cynthia Robertson)

Adam Nelson lifts Sarah Vaaler during 
a modern dance routine. (Photo by 
Cynthia Robertson)

Aitana Allen-Perez dances with Beverly 
Weurding. (Photo by Cynthia Robertson)

LGBTQIA 
Race 
LGBTQIA

No Matter What...... 

ALL Are Welcome AtAt 
Services - Sunday 10am 
www.uchrisi anchurch.org 
3900 Cleveland Ave., S.D. 
619-295-4146 

Age 
Political Affiliation 
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UPTOWN CALENDAR

Friday,  Nov.  18 –
Thursday, Nov. 24: The 
documentary “Hieronymus 
Bosch: Touched By The Devil” 
examines the life and work of 
the 15th-century painter who 
was known for causing an 
uproar with his depictions of 
hell and the devil. Unrated. 89 
minutes. 

Friday, Nov. 25 –
Thursday,  Dec .  1 : 
“Tower” combines archival 
footage with rotoscopic anima-
tion and fi rst-person testimo-
nies to tell the story of the hor-
rifi c tragedy of the University 
of Texas Tower shootings 
which took place on Aug. 1, 
1966. Unrated. 82 minutes

Friday, Nov. 25 –
Thursday, Dec. 1: A Cannes 
2016 Jury Prize winner 
“American Honey” follows a 
teenage runaway on her jour-
ney of self discovery as she em-
barks on a trip with a hard-par-
tying sales crew. The fi lm stars 
Sasha Lane and Shia LaBeouf. 
Rated R. 163 minutes. v

Visit DigitalGym.org for show times and tickets and information on additional fi lms.

DIGITAL GYM GEMSDIGITAL GYM GEMSSamaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child
Through, Monday, Nov. 21

San Diego County volunteers have 14 sites around town serving as 
drop-off locations for this large holiday project. Residents are invited 
to fi ll an empty shoebox with toys, school supplies and hygiene items; 
the boxes will be delivered around the world by Samaritan’s Purse. 
The project coordinators have a goal of collecting 45,000 shoebox 
gifts in San Diego. Locations in and near Uptown include North Park 
Community Church (3702 29th St.), Balboa Community Church (6555 
Balboa Ave., Clairemont), First Baptist Church of Lemon Grove (2910 
Main St.) and more. Visit samaritanspurse.org for more locations.

Book sale
Saturday, Nov. 19

The Friends of the Mission Hills Branch Library will host a book 
sale from 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Attendees can stock up on books and 
support the library.  Visit library92103.org and facebook.com/mhli-
brary for more info.

‘If your heart stops, what happens next?’
Sunday, Nov. 20

This event sponsored by The Hemlock Society of San Diego will 
feature Dr. Jim Dunford, the city of San Diego’s Medical Director 
of Emergency Medical Services and professor in the Department of 
Emergency Medicine at UCSD Medical Center. Dr. Dunford will discuss 
Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) and Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
orders along with when to call 911 and what DNR jewelry is. This free 
lecture will be held from 1:30–3 p.m. followed by “Hemlock Chat” from 
3–3:45 p.m. at the Scottish Rite Event Center (1895 Camino del Rio 
South, Mission Valley). Visit hemlocksocietysandiego.org.

38th annual Chargers Drive
Tuesday, Nov. 22

This annual blood drive is one of the longest-running events by 
The San Diego Blood Bank and is presented by San Diego County 
Credit Union. In addition to collecting blood donations all day, the 
event presents a chance to meet San Diego Chargers players, enjoy 
entertainment, visit the “Wellness Zone,” and more. The event will 
be held at the Town & Country Convention Center (500 Hotel Circle 
North, Mission Valley) from 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Tickets are $5; blood do-
nors may request a refund after they donate and will also receive a 
T-shirt, parking validation and VIP wristband for the autograph line. 
Visit bit.ly/2fa7T2p for more information. 

‘A Place to Call Home’ 
Tuesday, Nov. 22

Art of Elan’s 10th anniversary season continues with this event 
featuring a special Thanksgiving concert called “Defi ning Place” 
focused on place and origins. The event is linked to the exhibition 
“Louis Kahn: The Power of Architecture” which opened on Nov. 5. 
Tickets are available for this single concert or as a package with addi-
tional concerts included. Visit sdmart.org for more information. 

San Diego Contra Dance annual Thanksgiving potluck
Saturday, Nov. 26

San Diego Contra Dance is an offshoot of San Diego Folk Heritage 
– a nonprofi t made up of volunteers dedicated to preserving and pro-
moting the folk arts. Their dances are held each week on various Friday 
and Saturdays and feature live music, a dance caller and more. This 
edition will start with their annual Thankgiving potluck. Attendees are 
asked to bring a dish to share. The dance will follow with a beginner’s 
session at 7 p.m. No admission fee. Visit sandiegocontra.org.

Adams Avenue Spirit Stroll
Saturday, Nov. 26 

Attendees of the annual Spirit Stroll can enjoy holiday-themed 
cocktail tastes in 14 participating retail locations along Adams 
Avenue from 2–4 p.m. The event is held on National Small Business 
Saturday and encourages guests to get a head start on holiday 
shopping as they ship and stroll. Tickets are $24. Participating loca-
tions include (with cocktails served by): Heights Optometry (Jayne’s 
Gastropub), Cal Coast Bicycles (Et Voila French Bistro), La Loupe 
(Blind Lady Ale House), Adams Avenue Bookstore (Dimille’s Italian 
Restaurant) and many more. Visit adamsavenuebusiness.com for in-
formation and tickets. 

Whitehorse at Soda Bar
Wednesday, Nov. 30

This husband-wife duo have released several albums and EPs to-
gether featuring their infectious harmonies. In the past, Whitehorse 
leaned towards folk and southwestern rock, but their latest release is 
a unique project featuring modern versions of blues-rock songs from 
the 1950s and ‘60s. The two craft a large sound when performing live, 
due in part to their use of layers of live looping. The intimacy of Soda 
Bar (3615 El Cajon Blvd., Normal Heights) is an ideal way to see such 
a dynamic act. Visit sodabarmusic for tickets ($10). v

RECURRING EVENTS
Select dates:

Cinema Under the Stars: Films presented 
at an outdoor viewing space on various nights of 
the week. Upcoming fi lms:
●“A Bigger Splash” Friday, Nov. 18 and 

Saturday, Nov. 19
 ●“War Dogs” Friday Nov. 25 and Saturday, Nov. 26
 ●“Sleepless in Seattle” Friday, Dec. 2 and 

Saturday, Dec. 3
Films start at 8 p.m. $15. 4040 Goldfi nch 

St., Mission Hills. For more info, visit top-
spresents.com or call 619-295-4221. 

Mondays: 
Open Mic Night: 7:30 p.m., the mic is open 

to you at Lestat’s Coffee House, 3343 Adams 
Ave., Normal Heights, free. Lestats.com.

Unsung Genius: 6:30 p.m., bi-weekly trivia 
hosted by Rafael Gaitan starting at 7 p.m.; $2 to 
play; cash, bar tab and other prizes. Karaoke to 
follow at 9 p.m. on the big stage at The Merrow, 
1271 University Ave., Hillcrest. Themerrow.com. 

Tuesdays:
Tasty Truck Tuesdays: 6–9 p.m., Smitty’s 

Service Station hosts several food trucks under 
their well-lit shade structure, 3442 Adams Ave., 
Normal Heights. Sdfoodtrucks.com.

Uptown Democratic Club: 6:30 p.m., Joyce 
Beers Community Center hosts these meetings 
on the fourth Tuesday of every month (except 
November and December). 3900 Vermont Ave., 
Hillcrest. Uptowndemocrats.org.

Wednesdays: 
Ikebana International meeting: 10 a.m. in the 

Casa Del Prado, Room #101. The San Diego chapter 
of this Japanese fl oral arrangement organization 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month. Email 
Yuko Burkett with questions at yukosan@san.rr.com.

Storytellers of San Diego: 7–8:45 p.m. on 
the fi rst Wednesday of the month, storytelling 
without notes for ages 12 and up at Rebecca’s 
Coffee House, 3015 Juniper St., South Park. 
Rebeccascoffeehouse.com.

Wednesday Night Experience: 7–8 p.m., 
uplifting and spiritually inspiring experienc-
es for all, weekly at Universal Spirit Center, 
3858 Front St., Hillcrest, love offering request-
ed. Universalspiritcenter.org

Thursdays: 
Gentle yoga for seniors: 2:30–4 p.m., present-

ed by The Center and Silver Age Yoga Community 
Outreach (SAYCO) at The San Diego LGBT Center, 
3909 Centre St., Hillcrest, free. Thecentersd.org.

North Park Thursday Market: 3–7 
p.m., at 3000 North Park Way, between 30th 

Street and Granada Avenue, North Park, 
free. Northparkfarmersmarket.com.

Liberty Toastmasters Club: 7 p.m., at 
Saint Paul’s Community Care Center, 328 Maple 
St., Bankers Hill. Libertytoastmasters.org.

Courage to Change – Al-Anon meet-
ings: 7:15–8:15 p.m., a weekly meeting for 
friends and relatives of alcoholics at Christ 
United Presbyterian Church (in the chapel), 
3025 Fir St., South Park.

2016 San Diego Film Series: 7:30 p.m., ev-
ery third Thursday view a fi lm representative of 
Italian cinema at the Museum of Photographic 
Arts, 1649 El Prado, Balboa Park. Sandiegoitalia
nfi lmfestival.com.

Kirtan Musical Meditation: 8:30 p.m., 
chant and sing ancient and contemporary man-
tras celebrating love and life at Pilgrimage of the 
Heart Yoga, 3301 Adams Ave., Normal Heights, 
free – donations welcome. Pilgrimageyoga.com. 

Fridays:
Memory Café: 10–11 a.m., second and 

fourth Fridays. Gathering place for those with 
memory loss, caretakers and those worried 
about memory problems in the Common Room 
at First Unitarian Universalist Church of San 
Diego, 4190 Front St., Hillcrest. At-will dona-
tion. Memoryguides.org and Firstuusandiego.org.

Square Dancing Classes: 6:30–8:30 p.m., 
every Friday. No previous dance experience 
needed. Recital Hall, 2130 Pan American Plaza. 
$50 for 13 classes. 858-277-7499 or circulators.
sdsda.org.

Saturdays 
Golden Hill Farmers Market: 9:30 a.m.–

1:30 p.m., on B Street between 27th and 28th 
streets, Golden Hill, free. Sdmarketmanager.com.

Comedy Heights: 8–10 p.m., local comedi-
ans take the stage next to Twiggs Coffeehouse 
at 4590 Park Blvd., University Heights, 
free. Comedyheights.com.

Sundays
West African dance class: 5:30–7 p.m., 

Master dancer Djibril Camara from Guinea teach-
es these classes that are also a great workout for 
all ages and skill levels at La Vie Dance Studio, 
325 W. Washington, Hillcrest. Lavie.dance.

Karaoke: 8 p.m., your chance to shine on the 
big stage at The Merrow, 1271 University Ave., 
Hillcrest. Themerrow.com. 

To view local community organization meet-
ing information online, visit: bit.ly/2esLpLR.

—Email calendar items to ken@sdcnn.com.v
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refl ect updated state develop-
ment regulations, the applica-
bility of prevailing wage and a 
less competitive bidding market, 
according to the mayor’s offi ce.

During Monday’s public com-
ments, project supporters point-
ed out that all of the museums 
and tenants in Balboa Park 
were in favor of the plan. 

“I’m proud to join Balboa 
Park institutions and commu-
nity stakeholders in moving 
this project forward,” said 
Councilmember Todd Gloria, 
whose District 3 includes Balboa 
Park. Gloria is expected to re-
sign his council seat by month’s 
end in order to be sworn into his 
freshman term in the California 
Assembly, and his successor, 
Chris Ward, will take over on 
Dec. 12 when the newly elected 
councilmembers are seated. 

“The agreement approved 
by the council [Monday] rep-
resents a collaborative and 
extensive vetting process that 
includes sensible fi scal protec-
tions for the city while accom-
plishing our ultimate goal of 
returning the park’s Central 
Mesa to primarily pedestrian 
and park uses,” Gloria said.

Critics of the plan included 
a number of historic preserva-
tion groups, led by Save Our 
Heritage Organisation (SOHO). 
Bruce Coons, executive director 
of SOHO, vowed to sue the city 
to try to stop the project. 

The main criticism, during 
public comments, was directed 
at the bypass road and bridge, 
as detractors worried that 
construction would destroy the 
historic designation for the 
Cabrillo Bridge and damage 
the environment. 

Gloria, point by point, disput-
ed the claims of the opposition 
and pointed to the greater good 
of the project. Councilmember 
Marti Emerald noted that 12 
million people “love the park” 
each year, and that the project 
would only improve their pe-
destrian experience in Balboa 
Park. Councilmember Scott 
Sherman called it “a very good 
project” and said it “would 
bring us into compliance” with 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA).

“Balboa Park is a beloved 
part of San Diego fi lled with 
the rich history of our region, 
yet it is still changing and 
evolving,” Gloria said in a 

statement released after the 
vote. “This is why more than 
12 million people visit the park 
every year and it is through 
new evolutions, like that in the 
Plaza de Panama project that 
we will continue to improve the 
visitor experience to entice resi-
dents and visitors alike to visit 
Balboa Park for years to come.”   

According to the mayor’s 
offi ce, the Plaza de Panama 
project includes:

 ● Removing cars from the 
heart of the park. Five areas 
currently lost to parking and 
traffi c — Plaza de Panama, 
Plaza de California, West El 
Prado, Esplanade and the park-
ing lot behind the Spreckels 
Organ Pavilion — will all be 
restored to their historic use as 
pedestrian park spaces.

 ● A total of 6.3 acres of 
thoroughfares and parking lots 
will be transformed into pedes-
trian plazas, promenades and a 
rooftop park that better realize 
the remarkable Balboa Park 
experience.

 ● A completely car-free 
Plaza de Panama with major 
aesthetic improvements, includ-
ing refl ecting pools and more 
pedestrian amenities.

 ● A three-level underground 
parking garage behind the 
Organ Pavilion with a 2.2-acre 
rooftop park and 797 paid 
parking spaces. Thousands 
of parking spaces in the park 
— the vast majority — will re-
main free.

 ● Improved parking with 
an increase of more than 30 
percent in the number of acces-
sible parking spaces in the core 
of the park, including in the 
parking structure and a recon-
fi gured Alcazar parking lot.

According to Gloria’s offi ce, 
the project will also re-create 
the California Garden behind 
the Spreckels Organ Pavilion 
and improve access to the 
Central Mesa through the provi-
sion of additional parking while 
preserving convenient drop-off, 
disabled access, valet parking 
and a new tram service with 
potential for future expansion.

—Ken Williams is editor 
of Uptown News and can 
be reached at ken@sdcnn.
com or at 619-961-1952. 
Follow him on Twitter at @
KenSanDiego, Instagram 
at @KenSD or Facebook at 
KenWilliamsSanDiego.v

trolley line is planned to con-
nect Uptown to Downtown 
and San Diego State via El 
Cajon Boulevard; University 
Avenue; Washington Street; 
and Fifth and Sixth avenues, 
where existing bus lines oper-
ate and a streetcar line may 
eventually be constructed.

Critics worried about los-
ing the historical nature of 
the Uptown communities or 
feared increased traffi c and 
parking woes.

When the public comments 
session closed at 9:45 p.m. 
Nov. 14, the City Council 
then discussed the matter. 
After Gloria made his lengthy 
motion and Councilmember 
Myrtle Cole seconded it, oth-
er councilmembers weighed 
in. Councilmember Scott 
Sherman acknowledged that 
the CPU had divided the com-
munity, but said he was very 
supportive of Gloria’s expan-
sive motion. Councilmembers 
Chris Cate and Lorie Zapf 
concurred. 

With the approval of 
the Uptown CPU, the City 
Council has now passed CPUs 
in North Park and Greater 
Golden Hill, which includes 
South Park. 

The city’s urgency in updat-
ing the neighborhood CPUs is 
related to the groundbreaking 
Climate Action Plan, which le-
gally binds San Diego to slash 
its carbon footprint in half by 
2035 by committing to 100 
percent clean electricity and 
zero waste. It also requires 
at least 30 percent of the pop-
ulation to bike, walk or take 
public transit to work.

To achieve this ambitious 
goal, city offi cials and planners 
are urging higher density de-
velopment along transportation 
corridors and building more 
rapid bus routes and trolley 
lines — and the CPUs are re-
fl ecting that challenge.

—Ken Williams is editor 
of Uptown News and can 
be reached at ken@sdcnn.
com or at 619-961-1952. 
Follow him on Twitter at @
KenSanDiego, Instagram 
at @KenSD or Facebook at 
KenWilliamsSanDiego.v
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