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By Kevin Smead
SDUN Reporter

When “Cosmos: A Personal 
Voyage” first aired in 1980, it set out 
to accomplish a number of goals, 
the most important being to bring 
accessible yet very sound science 
to the masses in an entertaining, 
evocative format. In achieving 
this, the show was wildly success-
ful, thanks in part to its host, the 

beloved Carl Sagan. 
It is a testament to the work of 

Sagan and the “Cosmos” team that 
not only is a sequel to the original 
series currently airing, but scientific 
outreach is more popular and acces-
sible than it ever has been. How-
ever, the Reuben H. Fleet Science 
Center is thinking differently about 
community outreach and taking 
a new, innovative approach — as 
scientists are wont to do. 

“Two Scientists Walk Into a 
Bar” may be the start of a sure-to-
be-awful joke, but its literal nature 
is quite apt. Much like the title 
itself, the setup is simple: take two 
scientists and send them to a bar, 
give them a sign that says “We Are 
Scientists, Ask us Anything,” and 
let the public loose. There’s no bet-
ter forum to strike up an interest-
ing science-related conversation 
over some tasty beers at a local 
watering hole. 

So, what’s the punchline, then?
The inaugural event hosted 50 

scientists at 25 local bars, restau-
rants and breweries, spanning 
the entire county. All the way 
from downtown’s The Field and 
The Knotty Barrel to Carlsbad’s 
Pizza Port, scientists spent their 

Thursday evening answering ques-
tions and engaging in some good, 
old-fashioned hanging out. 

Since the event ran from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. in most of Uptown’s bars, 
I planned my route so I could hit 
three different bars and meet as 
many awesome scientists as I could. 

Starting at Blind Lady Ale House 
in Normal Heights, I encountered 
Michael Tift and Peter Jordan from 
the Scripps Institute of Oceanog-

Science Center's new outreach brings scientists to your happy hour
Two scientists walk into a bar... 

Wheeling down University
By Manny Lopez

SDUN Reporter

Anyone who has tried to 
pay rent, a utility bill or simply 
buy groceries in San Diego 
knows that minimum wage 
jobs aren’t paying enough to 
keep families out of poverty. 

On March 24, Democrats 
on the City Council’s eco-
nomic development commit-
tee gave Council President 
Todd Gloria the thumbs up to 
collaborate with City Attorney 
Jan Goldsmith on a ballot 
proposal that, if approved, will 
raise the minimum wage and 
provide at least five earned 
sick days annually to all em-
ployees, regardless of indus-
try or business type. 

 “San Diego needs to stand 
by its workers and lead in 
the region by developing a 
comprehensive policy that 
responds to the needs of its 
workers,” Gloria stated in 
a press release. “I appreci-
ate the action taken by my 
colleagues today, and ask for 
feedback and participation 
from all San Diegans to craft 
a responsible proposal for the 
voters to consider in Novem-
ber.” 

The proposal — presented 
by the Economic Develop-
ment and Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee — ties 
pay rates to a cost-of-living 
index that would be updated 
annually. No specific dollar 
amount was discussed and a 
draft ordinance is expected to 
go before committee consider-
ation on April 30. If approved, 
it could then be reviewed by 
the full City Council for the 
Nov. 4 ballot.  

Councilmember Marti 
Emerald voted to advance the 
issue and said that a ballot 
measure is an appropriate 
step. Prior to the meeting, 
Emerald said that the sick 
days provision will create a 
healthier workforce, since 
employees would stay home 
without fear of losing pay or 
being fired, also reducing the 
risk of infecting their cowork-
ers. 

“We need to put it to the 
voters and let the voters 
decide about the standard of 
living we need and expect in 
the very expensive region,” 
she said. 

During the meeting, the 
Center on Policy Initiatives 
presented findings of a report 
by the Institute for Women’s 
Policy Research — a labor-
oriented think tank. The 
report estimated that in San 
Diego, 433,500 adult em-
ployees working in for-profit 
businesses lack paid sick 
days. Hispanics, leisure and 
hospitality, food service and 
construction workers were 

Gloria to propose 
minimum-wage 
increase

By Hutton Marshall
SDUN Editor

Last fall, the San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG) approved the largest bicycle infrastructure 
plan San Diego County ever saw. Its board of directors 
voted to allocate $200 million toward creating bicycle 
corridors, paths, lanes and racks throughout San Diego, 
creating a bicycle-friendly landscape meant to encour-
age San Diegans to get out of their cars. 

With sections of the corridor slated to begin in 
2016, Uptown and North Park are near the top of the 
list as “high-priority projects.” They are also among the 
largest portions of the citywide project. Uptown’s plan 
alone will cost over $43 million, according to a SANDAG 
analysis done last year.

Some in the area have expressed concern regard-

ing how this large investment could impact existing 
infrastructure, such as already congested thoroughfares 
and highly impacted parking. Where the corridor is 
planned to run through downtown Hillcrest on Univer-
sity Avenue, which is currently lined with metered park-
ing, Hillcrest business owners have publicly questioned 
whether the planned route will do more harm than 
good.

At a recent Hillcrest Business Association board of 
directors meeting, several attendees expressed a desire 
for the corridor to reroute up to Washington Street 
through Hillcrest — a possibility several HBA members 
have also supported — saying this would impact  fewer 
storefronts and parking spots. HBA Board President 
Johnathan Hale stressed compromise and cooperation, 

Uptown organizations prepare to 
accommodate SANDAG bike corridor

see BikePlan, page 5

(Photo by Sam Hodgson)
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By Charlene Baldridge
SDUN Reporter

San Diego Opera (SDO) presented a 
one-time-only, long ago sold-out perfor-
mance of Giuseppe Verdi’s great Messa da 
Requiem (Latin Mass for the dead) to a ca-
pacity crowd at the 3,000-seat Civic Theatre 
March 20.

As it happened, the Requiem, became 
the requiem for the 49-year-old opera com-
pany. The previous day’s announcement 
that SDO will cease operations after its 
April 13 performance of Jules Massenet’s 

“Don Quixote” took many by surprise.
Soloists for “Requiem” were Moldovan 

soprano Krassimira Stoyanova, American 
mezzo-soprano Stephanie Blythe, Polish 
tenor Piotr Beczala (three artists heard in 
SDO’s stunning production of Verdi’s “A 
Masked Ball,” which closed Sunday, March 
16) and Italian bass Ferruccio Furlanetto, 
who sings the title role in “Don Quixote.” 
Italian conductor Massimo Zanetti, who 
made his company debut with “A Masked 
Ball,” conducted the wondrously sung Re-
quiem, which featured the San Diego Mas-
ter Chorale and the San Diego Opera Cho-

rus (chorus masters Dr. Gary McKercher 
and Charles Prestinari, respectively). San 
Diego Symphony filled the forestage. 
Exquisite moments included Stoyanova and 
Blythe’s “Agnus Dei,” which emanated from 
an unexpected, celestial place in each. Bec-
zala ardently displayed his burnished voice 
in the 1874 work. Furlanetto, a frequent 
artist at SDO, sang gloriously and passion-
ately, consistently elevating the quality of 
the performance.

As for ceasing operations, it’s a pity 
San Diego Opera’s lifespan falls short of 
celebrating its 50 years as a cornerstone 
of cultural arts in San Diego and beacon of 
excellence for the entire Southern Califor-
nia region. Prior to its inaugural produc-
tion of “La bohème” at the Civic Theatre 
in 1965, San Diego opera lovers had to 
content themselves with touring San Fran-
cisco Opera productions at the California 
Theatre and radio broadcasts from the 
Metropolitan Opera.

Rumors, placement of blame and 
considerable schadenfreude abound 
now, especially in social media. “Coulda, 
shoulda” and “if only they woulda” are 
typed uppercase by the snipers, sniggerers 
and those who failed or never even tried.

Beginning in 2009, when SDO General 
and Artistic Director CEO Ian Campbell 
had already cut one complete opera and 
one performance of each of the remaining 

four, this writer’s annual Performances 
Magazine interviews with him took on 
an increasingly dire tone. In subsequent 
years, additional cuts were made to pro-
gramming, staff and education. Due to the 
economy, decreased support (governmen-
tal and personal) and decreasing atten-
dance (subscriptions fell by nearly 7,000 
between 2010 and 2014, and in the same 
period, total ticket sales dropped dramati-
cally from 41,353 to an anticipated 31,500 
this season), Campbell said in published 
features that unless things changed the 
opera company would close. 

Rather than build up tremendous defi-
cits and then declare bankruptcy, as opera 
companies elsewhere have, Campbell and 
the opera board decided to close the com-
pany now, while the ability to pay creditors 
is still possible. 

The quality of the product has never 
been compromised. Campbell cites “A 
Masked Ball” as a case in point.

“I thought it was a brilliant production 
in every way, and it sold only 74 percent of 
capacity, even after rave reviews in every 
medium,” he said.

Campbell cites the loss of several mil-
lion dollars in foundation money in ’09 and 
’10, money that was never replaced.

“The budget in 2007 was $17.4 mil-
lion,” he said. “This year’s will likely end 
at under $15 million. For the same period 
other donations declined and so did ticket 
sales. Eventually it’s make or break time. 
We knew this three years ago and made 
the sounds publically.

“Looking down the track, with these 
declines, we believe we would not have 
enough money to end 2015 if we started it,” 
Campbell continued. “Then we’d go bank-
rupt and we’d owe patrons ticket money. 
That’s immoral. We’re trying to close with 
dignity and pay the obligations we have.

“San Diegans have invested millions 
through ticket purchases and contribu-
tions. I salute every one of them because 
they believed.”

Requiem for an Opera
San Diego Opera announces its closure

see Opera, page 20

A scene from A Masked Ball at San Diego Opera (Photo by Ken Howard)

Mezzo-soprano Stephanie Blythe (Madame 
Arvidson) in San Diego Opera's A Masked Ball 
(Photo by Ken Howard)
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MISSION HILLS

TAMMY DAVIS
CRS, CDPE, SFR BRE #00804215

858.699.3765

2919 Brant Street
$1,249,000 to $1,289,876.

Gorgeous home in quiet secluded Arroyo Canyon 
with Park-Like setting! Minutes to Downtown and 
the Airport, 5 bedrooms including 2 Master ensuites, 
3.5 baths with over 3600 square feet, open, bright, 
airy, huge kitchen with granite counter tops, newer 
appliances, hardwood flooring, newer roof and 
furnace and inviting wine cellar! Call Tammy for a 
private showing today! 

By Dave Fidlin
SDUN Reporter

From a rare display of historic 
toy dolls to ancient styles of pot-
tery, San Diego collectors of Japa-
nese artifacts are displaying their 
items in the months ahead as part 
of a biannual program aimed at 
putting the spotlight on an eastern 
culture with deep roots.

The Japanese Friendship 
Garden is hosting its fourth “Col-
lectors in San Diego” exhibition 
series. Marisa Takeuchi, registrar 
and exhibit coordinator, said 

roughly 40 different pieces are on 
display as part of this year’s pro-
gram, which can be viewed with 
paid admission into the garden 
grounds at Balboa Park.

“We consider this one of our 
highlight shows of the year,” 
Takeuchi said. “The goal is to 
share the true diversity of Japan 
and give some of the local collec-
tors an opportunity to share their 
belongings.”

This year’s program kicked off 
with a special gala on March 20, and 
was well attended, Takeuchi said. 
The exhibit will run until June 1. 

One of the more regular 
exhibit participants, Gordon 
Brodfuehrer, serves as a member 
of the City’s Asian Arts Council 
and is a member of the board of 
trustees at the San Diego Mu-
seum of Art. 

This year, Brodfuehrer is 
exhibiting his collection of Oribe 
ware — a form of Japanese 
pottery identified by a green 
copper glaze and bold painted 
designs. Some of the items can 
be traced back to the late 16th 
century when Japanese tea mas-
ter Furuta Oribe, the namesake 

of the pottery, held Japanese tea 
ceremonies.

Takeuchi said a small but loyal 
group of art collectors interested 
in Asian art have been contribut-
ing to the Collectors in San Diego 
series. This year, the organization 
does have a new collector exhib-
iting her collection.

Joanne Watson, former 
chair and a current member 
of the Asian Arts Council, 
is exhibiting several pieces, 
including a container known 
as Ikenobo and a vase passed 
down from her parents during 

their travels from Japan.
Watson, who studied at a 

specialized Japan-based school 
known as the Ikenobo School of 
Ikebana, said she became inter-
ested in Japanese art during her 
father’s career as commander-in-
chief of the Pacific Fleet.

As with prior years, Takeuchi 
said the goal throughout this 
year’s exhibit is to showcase a 
disparate collection of artifacts. 
One of the more notable items 
this year is a rare set of dolls, on 
display from collectors Robert 
and Joanne Meredith.

“This is definitely a different 
show from any of the previous 
ones we’ve had,” Takeuchi said. 
“We have some very old and strik-
ing items, particularly the dolls.”

While Takeuchi readily rec-
ognizes each participant — from 
the avid collector to the novice 
— will glean something different 

by viewing the exhibit, she does 
have one common goal in mind.

“I hope it will spark an inter-
est,” she said. “It would be won-
derful if people would like to learn 
more about Japanese culture.”

With Balboa Park celebrat-
ing its centennial anniversary in 
2015, Takeuchi said the exhibit 
will not be held next year. But 
plans are already in motion to 
bring a fifth installment of the 
exhibition series back in 2016.u

WHAT: “Collectors in 
San Diego: Expressions of 
Japan’s Cultural Heritage”

WHEN: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
daily through June 1

WHERE:  Japanese 
Friendship Garden 

in Balboa Park, 
2215 Pan American Place

COST: $6 for adults, $5 for 
seniors and members of 

the military

INFO: niwa.org, 
619-232-2721

AT A GLANCE

Local collectors showcase items at Japanese Friendship Garden exhibit

A journey to Japan

of the pottery, held Japanese tea 
ceremonies.

group of art collectors interested 
in Asian art have been contribut
ing to the Collectors in San Diego 
series. This year, the organization 
does have a new collector exhib
iting her collection.

chair and a current member 

is exhibiting several pieces, 
including a container known 
as Ikenobo and a vase passed 
down from her parents during 

known as the Ikenobo School of 
Ikebana, said she became inter
ested in Japanese art during her 

A journey to JapanA journey to JapanA journey to JapanA journey to Japan
(l to r) The koi pond in the Japanese Friendship Garden; A Takedo Doll from the late 
Edo Period (18th – 19th centuries) from the collection of Kazuo Kuwabara (Photos by Hutton Marshall)
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events.thecentersd.org/DOFL

DINE OUT
04.24.14

The Center’s Dining Out for Life® San Diego

Dine out for breakfast, lunch and dinner on 
Thursday, April 24, 2014, and support 
The Center’s HIV/AIDS services and 
prevention programs.

Volunteer!

Learn m
ore at  

events.thecentersd.org/DOFL

raphy. Dressed in lab coats, the 
pair enjoyed a pitcher of one of 
Automatic’s finest ales, brewed on 
location at Blind Lady, while wait-
ing for patrons to approach them 
and ask questions. 

“People have been kind of 
timid,” Tift said. “I don’t think 
we’re intimidating.” 

At this, Jordan laughed. “Yeah, 
they asked us to come hang out, 
drink beer and talk about science. 
That just sounds like a normal 
night for me.” 

Jordan continued saying, “I 
hope people don’t think they have 
to try and stump us. Outside of 
our research areas, there’s lots of 
stuff we don’t know. People have 
a lot of physics questions we can’t 
answer.”

As I was leaving for the next 
stop, they were moving their sign 
identifying them as scientists to 
a more prominent easel, in hopes 
of drumming up some more 

conversation. 
Down the street at Polite Provi-

sions, there was no shortage of 
people interested in speaking with 
the two scientists, San Diego State 
biology graduate student Brandon 
Kim and University of San Diego 
oceanographer Dr. Drew Talley. 
Both were excited to talk about 
their various scientific endeavors, 
though some had other interests. 

“Oh, we’ve had a range of 
questions already,” Talley said. 
“Some were very curious about 
what we do and others just wanted 
to know if there were tables avail-
able in the back.” The two gath-
ered quite a crowd in the small, 
but packed, bar. 

Over at Hamilton’s, in South 
Park, SDSU biology graduate stu-
dents Priya Shukla and Kate Mc-
Daniel had several people show up 
specifically to talk with them. 

“These two guys actually 
showed up to talk with us scien-
tists. That’s cool, I didn’t expect 
that,” McDaniel said, smiling. As 
someone who works in the gradu-
ate publishing world, I asked the 

pair the worst question of the 
night: How’s your thesis going? 

“Oh no!” Shukla exclaimed, 
laughing. “That’s something you 
never ask any graduate student.” 

“It’s coming along. There’s 
still time,” a nervously nodding 
McDaniel answered. 

There was one question the 
scientists universally answered 
“yes” to, however: Would they do 
this again?

Good thing, too, since this 
event was only a kick-off for 
many more outreach-focused 
events to come, including more 
installments of “Two Scientists 
Walk into a Bar.” Upcoming 
events also include the more 
focused, but still beer-related, 
“Suds and Science,” in which a 
scientist gives a brief presenta-
tion on a popular topic and then 
leads a discussion about it after-
wards. All of this taking place at 
a local bar, of course. Also, on 
May 12, White Labs CEO and 
President Chris White will be 
giving a presentation on yeast, 
microbiology and other science-
based fundamentals of brewing 
at Callahan’s Pub and Brewery 
in Mira Mesa. 

With all of this emphasis on 
beer-or-otherwise focused outreach, 
the best way to keep up with the R. 
H. Fleet Science Center is follow 
them on Facebook or Twitter. 

So, would Carl Sagan have 
envisioned a time in which it was 
cool for scientists to hang out in 
bars and have the general public 
ask them questions over a pint 
or two? Maybe not. One of the 
main tenants of outreach is to go 
to people where they are, though, 
and if that place happens to be 
drinking at a local pub, then that’s 
just cream cheese icing on the 
chocolate Guinness cake.u

(l to r) San Diego State marine biology graduate students Priya Shukla and Kate 
McDaniel toast to science at Hamilton’s Tavern in South Park. (Photo by Hutton Marshall)
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resulting in the HBA creating an ad-hoc 
committee to look at different aspects of 
the bike corridor, and how it might impact 
Hillcrest business.

Loss of revenue from metered parking 
has been a common concern of the route 
through University Avenue. There 
are 126 metered spaces along the 
planned route for the bicycle corridor, 
according to Elizabeth Hannon, the 
chief operating officer of the Uptown 
Community Parking District. SAN-
DAG previously estimated that the 
route could necessitate the removal 
of 91 metered spaces through the 
area, which could result in a loss of 
over $40,000 for the parking district, 
according to an estimate it did in 
2013.

That is a “worst case” scenario, 
stressed Hannon, who is actively 
working with SANDAG to miti-
gate parking loss. SANDAG active 
transportation planner Beth Robrahn 
stressed that the estimate of 91 park-
ing spaces lost was very preliminary, 
but also stated  a more updated figure 
was not yet available. Regardless, 
Hannon said, Hillcrest is already a 
highly impacted parking area, mean-
ing a lot of demand and not enough 
supply, so many options already 
being explored are now being looked 
at more seriously. Hannon said she 
expects a new figure from SANDAG 
in June.

When asked if she would advocate 
for moving the corridor from Univer-
sity Avenue up to Washington Street, 
Hannon, like the HBA, refrained from 
vocalizing a black-and-white position.

“We’re working to understand their 
alignment choices,” Hannon said, add-
ing that developing alternative parking 
strategies in Hillcrest is imperative. “We’re 
looking to work with SANDAG  andtheir 

resources to help us implement any proj-
ects that would change the way parking is 
utilized in Hillcrest.”

Robrahn said that the idea of moving 
the route up to Washington Street was un-
realistic. Not only has significant research 
and planning already taken place with the 
University Avenue route, but also a bicycle 
corridor on Washington Avenue would 
pose difficult design challenges, namely, 

accommodating both a bicycle corridor 
and an onramp for Highway 163. Robrahn 
said SANDAG is now focused on develop-
ing a comprehensive, fleshed-out plan 
that is cohesive with the community,and 
will look at employees using parking lots, 

parking validation strategies, and smart 
meters.

While neither the HBA nor the parking 
district has formally opposed the current 
route, SANDAG will be required to undergo 
a review, inspection and approval process 
by the City once the planning portion of 
the project is complete. This was part of 
a formal agreement between the City and 
SANDAG in 2009, due to the large num-

ber of SANDAG projects that impact City 
infrastructure, said a spokesperson in the 
mayor’s office through email.

“This is a binding contract, and SAN-
DAG has to comply, especially when 
building a project such as the Uptown Bike 

Corridor that will be entirely owned and 
maintained by the City,” the spokesperson 
stated.

Robrahn said that SANDAG has inter-
acted with the City’s Planning and Develop-
mental Service departments throughout the 
process. 

“Street Diet” project
Although it may be relatively small in 
comparison, the City has bike lanes of 
its own nearing implementation much 
sooner than the SANDAG corridor. 
One lane will be removed from both 
Fourth and Fifth avenues to create 
protected bikeways in either direction. 
This was scheduled to be implemented 
earlier this year, but was pushed back 
to April or May to allow for more com-
munity outreach, said a spokesperson 
for Council President Todd Gloria. 

The different variationsof bikeways
There are four commonly seen 

types of bikeways in San Diego, each 
offering a different degree of protec-
tion from traffic.

The first is a bike sharrow, or 
shared-lane markings. The most cost 
effective in terms of implementation, 
bike sharrows are the white bicycle 
and arrows painted onto the street. 
This indicates to drivers and cyclists 
that the road is to be shared.

The second is the bike lane. This 
is a separate lane between traffic and 
parked cars indicated by two parallel 
white lines.

The third is the protected bike lane. 
It’s the same as a bike lane, but with an 
added buffer space between the bike 
lane and traffic, or between the bike 
lane and parked cars.
The fourth is the bike corridor, or 

segregated bike path, which is what will go 
along University Avenue. Here, the cyclists 
are completely separated from traffic, often 
by a physical barrier. If there is parking on 
a street with a bike corridor, it is between 
the cyclists and the traffic.u

(Courtesy SANDAG)

FROM PAGE 1

BIKEPLAN
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Editorial

Owning a home can be a challenging and 
scary prospect, especially with the prices in 
San Diego. Some may even consider the goal 
of owning a home in America’s Finest City a 
daunting and unattainable task especially after 
foreclosure.

It’s not impossible for individuals to prepare 
to purchase a home after going through a 
foreclosure, short sale or bankruptcy. Accord-
ing to realtytrac.com, since the housing crisis, 
more than 4.8 million borrowers have lost their 
homes to foreclosure and 2.2 million in short 
sales, while in San Diego, foreclosures peaked 
at 2,004 in the county in July 2008 during the 
“Great Recession.” 

Many San Diegans don’t realize that 
individuals who encountered a foreclosure are 
considered first-time homebuyers after three 
years, if they haven’t owned property during 
that period. Individuals may also be eligible for 
a mortgage loan even sooner if the delinquen-
cy was due to the loss of a job.

The process may be overwhelming, dis-
couraging former homeowners from reigniting 
their dream of owning a home, but with the 
right guidance and coaching the road to home 
ownership is closer than most imagine.

Here are six tips on how to get on the right 
track as a future homeowner:

1. Start fresh: Clean-up and re-establish 
your credit.

2. Reach out and get help: Consult an 
expert, take a class or work with a housing 
counselor.

3. Start saving: Set a realistic financial plan 
and start saving for a down payment.

4. Use S.M.A.R.T. goals: Break down your 
goal into achievable action steps, making it 
Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and 
Timely.

5. Do you homework: Get pre-approved for 
a loan.

6. Use technology to stay on track: There 
are many resources online including apps to 
help you accomplish every goal and ensure you 
stick to the financial plan you established. Some 
of the apps available include: Credit Karma, a 
free app that provides an estimated credit score; 
Mint, a free app that tracks and organizes all of 
your finances in one place; Trulia’s mortgage 
calculator, an app that calculates the price range 
you should look for when buying a house and 
Zillow, a free app that helps homebuyers figure 
out the best housing option.

For San Diegans, Community Housing-
Works (CHW) is another resource at their 
disposal. CHW is a non-profit organization that 
provides free classes in financial fitness and 
home buying. CHW’s unbiased experts help 
individuals to create a financial health plan that 
is best for them. Along with helping individuals 
and their families purchase homes, CHW also 
helps future homeowners qualify for the loan 
to best fit their needs. 

Owning a home in San Diego may seem like 
an impossible task to accomplish, however with 
the right tools, coaching and determination, 
owning a home again can be within your reach. 

—Gabe del Rio is Chief Operating Officer of 
CHW, a nonprofit organization that helps people 
and communities move up in the world through 
opportunities to own, rent, and achieve.u

The American dream is still within reach

The San Diego Opera will 
close following the last perfor-
mance on April 13th, 2014. The 
closure of this venerable institu-
tion after 49 years was decided 
by a vote of the Board Members, 
33 to 1. According to the Gen-
eral Director, Ian Campbell, the 
closure was necessary to keep 
the company from going into pos-
sible bankruptcy next season. I 
implore you to look into this.

It is our understanding that 
the company has no debt. If that 
is the case, the company could 
have at least tried to rework their 
financials. There are alternatives: 
renegotiate contracts with em-

ployees, do fewer productions, 
cut back expenses, seek new 
leadership, etc. None of these 
ideas were even considered with 
respect to any of the employees 
that have worked so many years 
with the San Diego Opera.

Only one round of voting 
decided to shut this marvel-
ous company down. There are 
upwards of 400 people being 
affected by this decision, which 
include a combination of full-time 
staff, scenic studios staff, chorus, 
principal and supporting artists, 
directors, conductors, designers, 
productions staff, stagehands, 
wardrobe, wig and makeup, 

San Diego Symphony players 
and others. This doesn’t even 
include the local businesses, the 
Civic Theater and its employees, 
vendors such as music stores, 
voice teachers, etc. In addition, 
San Diego Opera offers educa-
tional outreach to thousands of 
students in our schools — both 
through attending operas, and 
through having musicians visit 
their school. San Diego would 
also be losing one of the top 10 
opera companies in the country, 
a company we are all so proud of.

It is our fear that if the re-
ceivership is allowed to continue 
at this extremely fast pace, the 

assets of the company will be 
lost with no hope of rebuilding. 
The loss of this institution to San 
Diego is incalculable, not only to 
its patrons and its employees, but 
to the greater community of San 
Diego.

We ask that this situation 
be brought to the attention 
of the City Council and hope 
that you will join us in trying 
to keep this company moving 
forward. We are also asking 
that you go to thepetitionsite.
com/827/516/648/save-san-
diego-opera/ and join us by 
signing our petition to SAVE SAN 
DIEGO OPERA.

WE MAKE MUSIC WORTH 
SAVING.

—A group of concerned patronsu

San Diego Opera to shut its doors

Gabe Del Rio (Courtesy CHW)
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As a former PSA employee 
who lost dozens of friends on that 
day, I will be at the meeting and 
offer my support [see “North 
Park Planning Group to hear PSA 
Flight 182 memorial proposal” Vol. 
6 Issue 6]. My life was changed 
on September 25, 1978. It was my 
first day in the public relations 
department, moving over from 
passenger service, and is one I 
will never forget. We need to work 
with the City of San Diego and the 
neighborhood to create a lasting 
and respectful memorial to those 
who perished that day.

—Scott Alevy via sduptown-
news.com

I would attend if I lived closer, 
I have never been to the crash 
site, I lost my twin brother on that 
plane & will never forget that day. 
Thank you to everyone involved in 
the memorial

—Kerry Wholey via sduptown-
news.com

As a long-time employee of 
San Diego International Airport, 
where PSA was headquartered 
through its long and storied 
existence, I personally support 
the building of a proper memorial. 
People who have lost loved ones 
in such a tragedy need a decent 
place to gather and remember 
them at, if they so choose. And as 
a long-term North Park resident, I 
feel those who live in this thriving 
neighborhood deserve to know 
about this part of our history that, 
through the tragedy, brought the 
neighborhood closer together.

—Steven Shultz via sduptown-
news.com

Hello. My best friend, Max-
inne Threat, my bridesmaid, my 
roommate, was on that flight. She 
lived in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 
and was making her last business 
flight to San Diego. I lost so much 
that day … she was a wonderful, 
creative, intelligent, beautiful, kind 
person. She was 29 years old. I 
would love a special monument 
for all those people lost that day, 
and all their dreams, also all that 
loved them. 

I can be contacted at 619-543-
1446. 

—Barbra Rhoda via sduptown-
news.com

My Dad, Leslie H. Holt was 
the fire-fighter that had to do the 
worst of the crash clean up! He 
was in charge of duties that ruined 
his entire life, My father passed 
two years ago, known as Skeeter 
Holt, I have searched for someone 
that can help me. My heart and 
soul go out to the family mem-
bers. The San Diego Fire Dept, 
Have many family members, not 
to mention the still living retired 
fire men that have to live with 
what they SAW, FELT & HAD TO 
DO THAT DAY! My Dad Never 
got over that day. 
I can be contacted @ 619-944-7467

—Marlene L Holt via sdup-
townnews.com

Their approach was not a 
respectful one. As a homeowner/
resident across from this island, 
all this was planned without our 
consent and no one came to our 
house to see if we wanted a me-
morial constructed. Our parking 
is already limited and our street 
is not designed for something 
like this. There is a perfectly 

good spot for public use down 
the street at Montclair Neighbor-
hood Park. That is an appropri-
ate space for people to visit and 
it’s not right in front of people’s 
homes on a site where the plane 
did not crash. If they wanted to 
be respectful they would have 
discussed this with my neigh-
bors and I prior to holding press 
conferences, where they only 
interview the “pro” side as they 
did today.

—Sam (via sduptownnews.
com)

As someone who lived on Fifth 
Avenue opposite Nunu’s for 10 
years, I can attest to how danger-
ous Uptown streets are [See "A 
street for all of us" Vol. 6 Issue 
6]. Traffic travels way too fast on 
those wide streets like Fourth and 
Fifth, and guess what, they never 
have the volume of cars on them 
they were built for! A bike lane on 
each of them would be welcome to 
the residents!

We need to remember that 
Hillcrest does not have a parking 
problem, but rather a parking 
convenience problem. And in our 
lifetimes, parking is only going to 
get worse. The one thing we can 
do about the atrocious parking in 
Hillcrest, is to get more people out 
of their cars and onto bikes and 
sidewalks, and build the kind of 
city and infrastructure which thou-
sands of Uptown residents want.

Please build these bike lanes 
already so people in surrounding 
areas like Mission Hills, Bankers 
Hill, Normal Heights, etc. can 
start going to the bars and restau-
rants of Hillcrest. Those that want 
to drive, can still do so, in fact with 
cycling and walking as options 
soon, parking availability will even 
free up.

—Belinda Smith via sduptown-
news.com

As a long time San Diego 
resident and a new resident of the 
Uptown area, I strongly encourage 
the City to redesign the University 
Avenue corridor through Hillcrest 
to accommodate all modes of 
travel as bikes/pedestrians offer 
a healthy alternative to driving all 
of the time. Multimodal roadways 
are the wave of the future and San 
Diego can set a great precedent 
by increasing the ridability of its 
roadways by bicyclists … similar 
to how Portland, OR has trans-
formed its City, so too can San 
Diego. Thank you!

—Michael Greer via sduptown-
news.com

Excellent opinion piece. Thank 
you Paul Jameson for your spot on 
assessment of Hillcrest’s hostility 
to SANDAG’s Bike, pedestrian, 
and street improvements. It’s baf-
fling why the community would 
fight against $40 Million invest-
ment in their community to make 
it better.

—Walter Chambers via sdup-
townnews.com

I have recently moved to the 
University Avenue area and I’m 
contemplating commuting on my 
bike to work. I come from the UK 
where I used to commute by bike 
regularly. At the moment, I am 
planning on avoiding the Universi-
ty Avenue route as it frightens the 
living daylights out of me. More 
bike lanes please!

—Sarah Fox-Greer via sdup-
townnews.com

Here’s an opportunity for 
Hillcrest to reinvent itself and 
the inject life into its slowly dying 
streets and the local community 
groups want no part of it? Am I 
right in assuming that all mem-
bers on those boards are 55 years 
and older? It’s a shame that a 
small group of people with no vi-
sion are preventing Hillcrest from 
reaching its full potential, and for 
what? Lack of parking? That’s just 
sad. Perhaps SANDAG should 
bypass Hillcrest and concentrate 
instead on Golden Hill, South 
Park, North Park and the Adams 
Ave. corridor.

—Justin via sduptownnews.com

Traffic deaths are always 
tragedies, regardless of who 
has obeyed the law or whether 
proposed changes to roads might 
or might not have made any dif-
ference.

I would like to clarify that it is 
a Hillcrest Town Council Survey 
that indicated that loosing 15 
parking spots to accommodate 
a bicycle route down University 
Avenue seemed to be an accept-
able compromise.

I would like to clarify that 
the Uptown Community Parking 
District has not explored “legal 
action against SANDAG to prevent 
bike lanes.” The Uptown Commu-
nity Parking District is in favor of 
a world-class bike route through 
Uptown that enhances transit 
and minimizes costs to current 
infrastructure.

The Uptown Parking District 
works hard to maximize the use of 
parking meter money to improve 
Uptown parking and related tran-
sit activity and it has recently had 
a fair amount of success at alleviat-
ing some of the severe parking 
pressures in Uptown.

—Tim Gahagan, Uptown Com-
munity Parking District Director 
via sduptownnews.com

I read with interest your 
article in the March 14 – 27th 
issue of the “Uptown News” [See 
"University Heights community 
organizations" Vol. 6 Issue 6]. The 
expanded blue area of the Univer-
sity Heights “sphere of interest” 
is troubling to me. I live just 
one block west of Texas Street 
and block south of Howard Av-
enue. The only purpose I can see 
for the [University Heights Com-
munity Association’s] territorial 
expansion is to add some critical 
mass to the influence of a small 
group of business people might 
have when asking for government 
“favors.”

My wife and I bought our 
condominium because it was in 
North Park. I do not want to be 
moved out of North Park. 

Park Boulevard is the logical 
and historic boundary for our 
community and for its planning 
effort. Moving the line to the 
east as far as Texas Street serves 
absolutely no planning function 
that is beneficial to our house-
hold or our neighbors. Texas 
Street is the aorta of North Park! 
Our community must maintain 
absolute control of this vital 
element of our community and 
assure its use does not com-
promise the character that the 
residents North Park set for our 
neighborhood. Having the west 
side of Texas Street planned 
by UHCA and the eastside by 
North Park Planning Committee 
(NPPC) is a recipe for disaster. 
And what would be the transition 
south of the Texas and Lincoln 

intersection?
Merchants and residents 

above Washington Street and 
west of Park Boulevard have tradi-
tionally played a healthy role in 
planning and development delib-
erations for North Park. That can 
continue under the present proce-
dures established by the City of 
San Diego for our neighborhood›s 
planning endeavors.

But this “Balkanization” does 
nothing to empower the people of 
North Park, not even those who 
live in the traditional boundaries 
of University Heights. The NPPC 
has ably led our whole commu-
nity in our dealings with the City 
of San Diego. It is very active 
and has a proven track record of 
achieving the goals of our com-
munity. We have a voice that is 
respected and consulted with by 
all levels of city government, not 
only because it is reasoned and 
articulate but because it repre-
sents such a significant number 
of voters in the 3rd Council 
District.

I, for one, do not want to 
give up the favorable real estate 
appraisals we receive because 
we are in the vibrant and desir-
able community of North Park. 
I do not object to the efforts of 
a few business owners’ attempts 
to concentrate their investment 

dollars in their own puddle as 
they develop a new little com-
mercial district and to impose 
their own assessment district on 
themselves. If those “frogs” want 
their own little pond with sole 
croaking rights, that is fine by me, 
but, please, have them get their 
water elsewhere! Leave the happy 
residents of University Heights 
east of Park Boulevard in the big-
ger pond traditionally known as 
“North Park” where they already 
have a history of effective leader-
ship and where those leaders 
listen to the residents.

I do recognize the accu-
racy of your observation that the 
University Heights Community 
Development Corporation has its 
own agenda and has aggressively 
pursued that agenda. It is their 
right to do so for the commercial 
properties that voluntarily enter 
their assessment district and want 
to regulate parking and mainte-
nance assessments (actions which 
can easily be done without leaving 
the NPPC). But they are a narrow 
special commercial interest and 
do not represent me, my neigh-
bors, or long term community 
planning goals for a healthy, sus-
tainable future for North Park.

Thank you for your time and 
consideration,

Alan Bennett, via emailu

Letters
Call for PSA Flight 
182 Memorial 

University Heights 
boundaries

Paul Jameson’s 
pedestrian-friendly 
Hillcrest
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UptownBriefs
CITY LEADERS CALL FOR INCREASED
CDBG SPENDING

Mayor Kevin Faulconer and Councilmem-
ber Marti Emerald held a press conference in 
City Heights on March 7 calling for a dramatic 
increase in the portion of Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) funding devoted 
to infrastructure spending. CDBG is a federal 
program administered by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Faulconer’s proposal would increase the 
portion of CDBG funding spent on infrastruc-
ture from approximately 7 to 33 percent, or 
from $750,000 to $3.6 million annually, accord-
ing to a press release from the mayor’s office. 
According to a HUD report, this would put San 
Diego closer to the national average of roughly 
32 percent for CDBG money allocated for infra-
structure improvement.

Restructuring how the City spends its $11 
million from the program to focus more on 
improving sidewalks, streetlights and public 
facilities is a part of Faulconer’s “One San 
Diego” plan.

NEW BREWERY TO JOIN 30TH STREET
The relatively new Fall Brewing Company 

announced it will join 30th Street’s growing 
craft brewery scene in North Park. Fall Brew-
ing Co. is run by Ray Astamendi, formerly 
of Mission Brewery and St. Archer Brewing 
Company, serving as the founding brewmaster 
of the latter.

In April, Fall Brewing will take control of a 
5000-square-foot building on the corner of El 
Cajon Boulevard and 30th Street. Astamendi 
told Eater that he hopes to open the joint tast-
ing room and production brewery in August.

CITY LEADERS ANNOUNCE FEDERAL 
AUDIT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mayor Kevin Faulconer, along with City At-
torney Jan Goldsmith and Police Chief Shelley 
Zimmerman, announced the City will open its 
doors to a Department of Justice management 
practices audit on San Diego Police Depart-
ment (SDPD), which is expected to take ap-
proximately six months.

The audit will look at protocol and prac-
tices, especially those meant to detect problem 
officers, and recommend policies and proce-
dures to improve the department. Faulconer 
stated he looks forward to hearing and imple-
menting the recommendations, also promising 
to ensure public access to the recommenda-
tions.

The audit follows two charges of sexual 
misconduct by on-duty police officers, one of 
the two, Anthony Arevalos, was convicted of 
demanding sexual favors from women after 
making traffic stops. The other officer is cur-
rently being investigated.

Faulconer stated that this audit is key for 
restoring trust in SDPD. 

ATKINS SWORN IN AS NEW SPEAKER
On March 17, Assembly Leader Toni 

Atkins was elected as the 69th speaker of the 
California State Assembly. The Democrat 
will be the Assembly’s first openly lesbian 
speaker, succeeding current Speaker John 

A. Pérez this spring. Elected unanimously by 
her colleagues, Atkins has been praised for 
her commitment to social justice, as well as 
the diversity she brings to the position. In her 
acceptance speech, Atkins stated a commit-
ment to re-establishing the financial stability 
and effectiveness of the state government. 
She also expressed concern regarding the 
prevalence of homelessness and the scarcity 
of affordable housing for working families. In 
addition to these initiatives, she listed water in-
frastructure, overcrowded prisons and pension 
obligations as top priorities for the Assembly. 
The Speaker-elect’s colleagues attributed her 
concerns for the less fortunate to a humble 
upbringing, citing her childhood home in the 
Appalachia Mountains of Virginia, which had 
no running water. When asked how she felt be-
coming the first openly lesbian speaker, Atkins 
stated it felt “surreal.” Atkins’ spouse Jennifer 
LeSar sat beside her during the vote. Pérez 
previously stated that he intends to remain 
Assembly Speaker until the 2014 state budget 
is approved.

BALBOA PARK EXPLORER PASS LAUNCHES
On March 17, Mayor Kevin Faulconer and 

Council President Todd Gloria joined Balboa 
Park Cultural Partnership at the San Diego Air 
and Space Museum to announce the launch of 
the Balboa Park Explorer Pass program. The 
first-of-its-kind pass provides general admission 
to all 17 Balboa Park institutions for an entire 
year. Participating institutions include Centro 
Cultural de la Raza, Japanese Friendship Gar-
den, Mingei International Museum, Museum 
of Photographic Arts, Reuben H. Fleet Science 
Center, San Diego Air and Space Museum, San 
Diego Art Institute – Museum of the Living 
Artist, San Diego Automotive Museum, San 
Diego Hall of Champions Sports Museum, San 
Diego History Center, San Diego Model Rail-
road Museum, The San Diego Museum of Art, 
San Diego Museum of Man, San Diego Natural 
History Museum (theNAT), Timken Museum 
of Art, Veterans Museum and Memorial Center 
and the World Beat Center. The program also 
offers a special opportunity for San Diegans 
to get “Charter Explorer” status. Annual 
Balboa Park Explorer passes purchased by 
April 17 will receive a three-year price lock 
upon renewal along with an exclusive insignia 
“Charter Explorer” printed on their personal-
ized pass. The Explorer Passes are $129 for 
adults, $99 for seniors and students, and $199 
for families of six or less. For more informa-
tion, visit balboapark.org/explorer.

FAULCONER RESCINDS PROPOSED EMAIL PURGE
Soon after taking office on March 3, Mayor 

Kevin Faulconer announced he was suspend-
ing a recent policy that would delete City 
emails more than a year old, pending further 
review. Faulconer then rescinded the highly 
criticized Administrative Regulation 90.67 on 
March 18. Council President Todd Gloria first 
proposed the policy in his final weeks serving 
as interim mayor. The proposal came after the 
City switched to a new email archive system 
in January, which allowed for the preserva-
tion of emails for an unlimited amount of time. 
Concerns arose regarding how the City would 
maintain such a large amount of data, but Faul-
coner said his office is now working to develop 
the most cost-effective way to store City email 
data permanently.u

On April 12, the Kensington-Normal 
Heights Library celebrates 60 years of 
service. The smallest of 35 San Diego 
branch libraries, long beleaguered or 
beloved, Ken-NH sits proudly, front and 
center, atop a small knoll in downtown 
Kensington surrounded by restaurants, 
bars, coffee shops and a three-story 
building under construction at the cor-
ner of Adams Avenue and Marlborough 
Drive. The current Library is a buffed-
out 2700 square-footer 
that started its life as 
a 1000-square-foot 
classic Spanish House 
built in 1936.

I talked to current 
Librarian, Lynn Russo, 
along with several 
other Head Librarians 
to learn more about 
the heart and soul of 
this senior citizen. I 
have lived nearby for 
over 40 years, and 
I’m aware of a stream 
of rumors that the 
Library was about 
to be demolished, 
closed, added onto or 
built up, moved, or a 
bigger worry, forgot-
ten. Russo assures 
me the Library we 
love is chugging right 
along. She reported 
that Ken-NH’s had the highest circula-
tion per square foot of any of the 35 
branches. The Mouse that Roared. 
Her busiest days are Mondays and 
Tuesdays when 450 users come and 
go. Many are repeat users for looking 
for books and magazines, paying fines 
or checking on holds. Others come to 
print out boarding passes or look online 
for jobs. E-books are gaining popularity. 
Russo has served four years and plans 
to stay.

“I love the size, the Kensington Park 
we are part of,” Russo said. “I can lunch 
on a blanket, and the people are so nice 
and supportive. I may retire here.”

Patricia Karnes, Head Librarian 
from 1993 – 1996 loved her stint in 
Kensington. During her long career, 
Karnes served at 13 branch libraries 
and claimed Ken-NH was the best. She 
has fond memories of pinecones pelting 
the roof dropped from surrounding 

trees and she felt like 
Henny Penny with the 
sky falling. Karnes 
praises the community 
support, school kids 
from nearby elemen-
tary schools filling the 
children’s section and 
having the volunteer 
group, Friends of the 
Library, supporting 
her. She loved the 
place so much, I asked 
her how come she 
left. “I had to retire,” 
she explained. I asked 
why. “I lifted too many 
books.” Pause. Big 
laugh, ‘Gotcha.’ 

Kathy Askin 
preceded Lynn Russo; 
she was nifty. Before 
she retired, she re-
vamped the children’s 
collection and now is 

an avid bike rider. Askin recently rode 
her bike 900 miles from Portland, Ore. 
to San Francisco.

So what’s happening on their an-
niversary on April 12th? Zydeco music 
by the Bayou Brothers, food from Bleu 
Boehme and maybe a word or two 
from Councilmember Marti Emerald. 
Come take a tour. All proceeds go to the 
library. 

When you come, say hello Ms. 
Karnes, but watch her.u

And maybe its biggest success story
The smallest library in San Diego

Dale Larabee
Larabee 's  Lowdown

The Kensington-Normal Heights Library was built in 1936 (Courtesy Lynne Russo)
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Be a part of our Realtor Showcase next issue!
For more information call:

YANA SHAYNE or SLOAN GOMEZ
(619) 961-1954

sloan@sdcnn.com
(619) 565-4454

yana@sdcnn.com

Be a part of our Realtor Showcase next issue! YANA — (619) 565-4454 SLOAN — (619) 961-1954 TERRIE — (619) 961-1956 JERRY — (619) 961-1964 MIKE — (619) 961-1958
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A s a little girl took delight 
spinning on an old-fash-
ioned lunch stool next to 

her mother, the man behind the 
counter asked if she’d like to see 
a monkey.

“Yes,” she replied with a look 
of enchantment in her eyes.

“Then go look in the window,” 
he quipped before shuffling past 
an elderly woman who said she 
wanted coffee.

“Get it yourself,” he told her.
And so she did, entering into a 

disheveled work area strewn with 
fake flowers and dated Asian dé-
cor while grabbing a mug along 
the way.

Welcome to Lucky’s Breakfast, 
where Hong Kong native, “Lucky,” 

does the all of the cooking, serv-
ing and bussing without ever 
losing his impish smile — or the 
wisecracks that come with it. 

Lucky opened the small, 
corner-lot business 38 years ago 
as a Chinese restaurant called 
Lucky’s Golden “Phenix.” He later 
converted it to Lucky’s Breakfast 
and currently serves all-American 
morning fare from 7 a.m. to noon, 
Monday through Saturday.

You can’t help but love the guy. 
He’s witty and nurturing, despite 
the fact he rarely stands still and 
makes eye contact with customers 
as they order their food. With two 
U-shaped lunch counters filling 
the space, and a rear kitchen that 
he fades into periodically, there 

isn’t time to get overly personal.
Visiting as a twosome for the 

first time, we waited a few minutes 
to place our orders. Then, from 
across the room, and without a 
pen or paper, Lucky shouted out 
in a quasi-brusque manner, “Just 
tell me what you guys want.”

Without choice, we responded 
for everyone to hear.

It becomes obvious when look-
ing at the menu that Lucky runs 
the diner as a labor of love rather 
than for profit. And though his 
breakfast offerings are ultra-basic 
— bacon, ham, eggs, toast, hash 
browns and pancakes — his prices 
are frozen in the early ‘80s.

A three-egg breakfast with 
three strips of bacon, hash browns 
and toast is only $3.80. Coffee 
runs 85 cents a cup with free 
refills if you order food. Otherwise 
it’s 10 cents per top off. The most 
expensive dish on the menu is a 
cheese-filled Denver omelet with 
potatoes and toast for $4.30.

So what if the omelet arrived 
slightly overcooked. I was too 
amused to complain.

My companion chose a slab of 

glistening ham steak instead of 
bacon for his three-egg breakfast. 
The over-easy eggs were per-
fectly cooked in this case. And we 
loved the fluffy hash browns on 
our plates, which took well to the 
Valentina hot sauce placed along 
the counter tops in industrial-size 
glass bottles.

We also each ordered a side of 
pancakes ($2.85 a pair) that were 
light and thin. Those came out 
first as Lucky made it appear he 
had forgotten the remainder of 
our order.

“Can I get you anything else?” 
he asked.

Just as we were about to recite 
again our main orders, he magi-
cally pulled the entrees out from 
behind us, set them under our 
chins, chuckled and walked away.

A regular customer sitting a 
few stools down attested that if 
we ever come back, Lucky won’t 
forget what we originally ordered.

When Lucky later swung past 
and asked how we were doing 
with our breakfasts, we gave him a 
thumbs-up.

“Well when you’re hungry, 

everything tastes good,” he 
wryly responded, returning a few 
minutes later to give us souvenir 
ink pens.

Despite my wobbly bar stool 
and harsh fluorescent bulbs 
perched overhead, the diner feels 
serene and welcoming. It sucks 
in a lot of natural light and there 
was soft music playing when 
we visited.  Also, the zigzagging 
lunch counter puts you generally 
face-to-face with other customers, 
which runs a colorful gamut from 
seniors talking about their doctor 
appointments to construction 
workers fueling up on caffeine to 
young hipsters discovering the 
joys of non-pretentious dining.

You’d have to venture into 
rural America to find a place this 
folksy, although you 
need only come 
to Lucky’s to be 
tossed a fortune 
cookie at the end of 
your breakfast.u

Feeling depressed, stressed out, or want to clear 
your mind? Come awaken, unlock, and restore 

your natural vitality and joy! 

NOW OPEN!

858.539.3777
shuniyayogasandiego.com • 1901 4th Avenue Ste. 200

1 week unlimited classes $11
or 1 month for $39

Vinyasa•Recovery•Kundalini•Hatha classes.

FRANK SABATINI JR.  |  Restaurant Review
The nicest guy in NORTH PARK 
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HILLCREST

RICHARD T. WOODS
Broker Owner/Attorney
Woods Real Estate Services
930 W. Washington St., Ste.1
San Diego, CA 92103
BRE #01412706

richtwoods@gmail.com
619.347.9866

3819 1st Ave. #208
$439,000

Lovely, spacious newer construction condo in the 
heart of Hillcrest.  Stainless steel appliances, dark 
wood raised faced cabinets, granite counter tops, 
in unit washer/dryer, and nicely appointed bath-

rooms.  There are 2 underground, secure parking 
spaces.  Ample storage in the bedroom and living 
room closets.  A nice size balcony is the perfect 
setting for a bbq and tree top sunset filled views. 

rural America to find a place this 
folksy, although you 
need only come 
to Lucky’s to be 
tossed a fortune 
cookie at the end of 
your breakfast.u

3804 Grim Ave.
(NORTH PARK)

619-297-2760
Prices: $1.25 to $4.30

Lucky’s Breakfast

(l to r) Ham and a trio of eggs; a side of pancakes; and the Denver omelet with hash browns (Photos by Frank Sabatini Jr.)

Terrie Drago
(619) 961-1956
ter r ie@sdcnn.com

Call Terrie Today 
to Advertise!
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3803 5th Ave San Diego CA 92103

619.295.8555 
15 minute free parking behind 

restaurant at 6th and Robinson lot

FREE ENTREE!
with purchase of one of equal or greater value and

2 beverages. Not valid with any other offer. EXP. 5-31-142 beverages. Not valid with any other offer. EXP. 5-31-14

20% off Entire Check
Excludes alcohol. Not valid with any other offer. EXP. 5-31-14

Hand Crafted Rock 
Fire Flatbreads
Artisan Burgers
Stone Baked Pizzas
Organic Salads
www.rockfire-grill.com

Meridith Metzger

IN THE HEART OF HISTORIC BANKERS HILL
Lovely 3-story condominium on 
charming street near Balboa Park and 
the Spruce Street footbridge!  Two 
bedroom, 2  1/2 baths, plus spacious 
bonus room suited for 3rd bedroom, 
home office, or artist’s loft.  Polished 
urban vibe close to wonderful restau-
rants and shops, big sky views from 
2nd story living areas, and an electric 
car charging station at parking space!  
Light, bright, and fresh!
3568 Front St., #C 92103

Offered at $490,000

www.TheCoronadoRealEstateTeam.com

Meridith Metzger

Offered at $490,000

BRE: 01435132

619-850-8285

I’ve been to the moon twice 
for happy hour. Well, in theory at 
least when visiting Luna Grill in 
Hillcrest and Mission Valley.

The ever-growing chain made 
its earthly landing some 10 years 
ago in Torrey Highlands before 
branching out to other locations 
in San Diego and Orange coun-
ties. Bright, clean and colorful 
inside, you can scarf down a cold 
brew and hummus plate during 
happy hour for under $7 at any 
location.

Beer choices are limited, 
however. In Hillcrest, they serve 
Stone IPA and Stella Artois. The 
latter is replaced in Mission Val-
ley by organic Eel River Blonde 
Ale. Each is reduced in price to 
$3.50, served ice-cold and in tall 
glasses.

Wines contained in small 
split-size bottles are the same 
price. They normally sell for $5 
apiece. But connoisseurs be-
ware. Your choices are confined 
to chardonnay or cabernet by 
Woodbridge, pinot grigio by 
Bollo and pinot noir by Cavit — 
basically your everyday super-
market brands that I’ll dare say 
pair okay to Luna’s $3 appetizers 
such as spicy cilantro hummus, 
sweet potato fries and herby 
falafel (served four to an order).

In my latest “Luna” mission 

at Mission Valley’s Fenton Plaza 
location, I nursed on the Eel 
River Blonde Ale. The suds were 
slightly malty with a super-crisp 
finish that effectively balanced 
the spiciness of the cilantro 
hummus I ordered.

In Hillcrest, I indulged on 
Stone IPA, although unless the 
eatery adds some of its flavorful 
meat kabobs to the happy hour 
list, the beer’s intense hops over-
whelm the current discounted 
nibbles.

This brings me to the con-
clusion that Luna’s beer and 
wine list can expand by a few 
notches, considering that the 
food is made fresh while duly 
capturing the herby flavors of 
the Middle East and Mediter-
ranean. Everything I’ve eaten 
at either location, during and 
outside of happy hour, reveals 
tangy marinades and charry 
finishes that are deserving of 
craftier beers and finer wines. 
Yes, happy hour easily leads 
you into buying full meals once 
you get a whiff of the Cornish 
hen and lamb kabobs flying 
by, so a bigger drink list would 
seem fitting. 

The design at all locations 
features bold cherry-red accents 
with vivid photographs of veg-
etables overlooking the dining 
areas, a clue that the salads 
are also sprightly and satisfy-
ing. Also, a sign hanging near 
the soda machines whimsically 
reads: “Drink and be refreshed.”

I did and I was, but without 
the help of Coca Cola. u

Drinks:  
Two beers are available on 

tap, Stone IPA and Stella 
Artois (or Eel River Blonde 

Ale at the Mission Valley 
location). The wine selec-
tion is generic, featuring 

Woodbridge and Bolla 
labels served in small split-

size bottles.

Food:  
Based also on visits outside 

of happy hour, the meals 
are fresh and capture the 

earthy flavors of good Middle 
Eastern food. 

Value:  
Discounts don’t exceed 

$1.50 on food and drink 
items, although regular 

prices are fairly low.

Service:  
After ordering at the front 
counter, the beer came to 
the table within a minute 
and the food arrived mo-

ments later. 

Duration: 

 
Happy hour is 

generously offered for 
a total of 18 hours 

between Mondays and 
Saturdays and for a full 

day on Sundays, from 
11 a.m. to 

10 p.m.

RATINGS:

350 University Ave. (Hillcrest)
619-296-5862
Happy Hour: 3 to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday, all day on Sundays

DININGwww.sdcnn.com

Come On  
Ge t  Happy!

Dr. Ink

Grilled game 
hen with rice 
(lunagrill.com)

Eel River Blonde Ale 
and spicy cilantro 
hummus (Photo by Dr. Ink)

Once isn’t enough
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Normal Heights Community Organizations

Normal Heights Community Planning District Adams Avenue Business Association

C ontinuing the trek eastward from University 
Heights, we look now to the most normal of 
neighborhoods, at least nominally. Normal 
Heights is a small, mostly residential com-

munity surrounding a growingly busy-business district 
contained almost entirely on Adams Avenue. 

It has a diverse demographic thanks to more affordable 
apartment complexes and a vibrant bar scene attracting a 
younger crowd to move in alongside the single-unit homes 
that have long been in the area.

Residents of the area will inevitably refer to their neigh-
borhood jokingly as “Abnormal Heights,” but give us a 
break and feign a laugh; we’re trying.

—Hutton Marshall, SDUN Editor

NORMAL HEIGHTS COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION (NHCA)

On June 30, 1985, a fire shot through the Mission Val-
ley canyons into Normal Heights, resulting in the worst 
brush fire, at the time, in San Diego history. It destroyed 
76 homes, damaged 57 others, and forced over 1,000 
people to evacuate.

From the ashes, a renewed energy spurred through the 
relatively young Normal Heights Community Development 
Corporation and the Normal Heights Community Associa-
tion. The NHCA helped lobby the City to allow displaced 
homeowners to rebuild without restrictive setback regula-
tions passed since their homes were first constructed. They 
also gave rise to virtually every community organization 
in the neighborhood that followed it, even reaching across 
their boundaries to help spawn the University Heights 
Community Association to the west. The Adams Avenue 
Post, the neighborhood’s community newspaper at the 
time, as well as an early form of the Adams Avenue Street 
Fair, were also byproducts of the NHCA. 

The community association was powerfully active, but it 
dwindled and deactivated near the turn of the millennium. 
Many of its founders moved away, and others simply felt 
the organization accomplished what they set out to do in 
the community. The CDC also retracted, now concerning 
itself solely with managing the Normal Heights Community 
Center.

Now, a new group of residents have now taken up the 
baton, reforming the NHCA in January of 2013 after years 
of silence. So far, like any young organization, much of their 
attention has focused on raising awareness and attracting 
members. They currently have around 100, which is re-
spectable for the group’s age. Their affordable membership 
fee ($12, or $13 online) probably doesn’t hurt.

One of the board’s founding members, Nancy Palmer, 

had been attending meetings of the Normal Heights Com-
munity Planning Group (NHCPG) when they convinced 
her, her husband and a small group of residents to try 
their hand at reviving the organization. She was surprised 
when 30 residents showed up to the first meeting, citing it 
as evidence of demand for a community association in the 
neighborhood. 

She said that while the NHCPG and the Adams 
Avenue Business Association (AABA) — which we’ll get 
to shortly — are tremendously active, the scope of what 
they can do is limited by the nature of their organiza-
tions. CPG’s are ultimately restricted to land use, and 
business associations have an obligation to align with the 
needs and interests of their businesses. Being a com-
munity organization allows them freedom to tackle any 
project they choose, Palmer said.

So far, they’re planning a summer movie night series in 
conjunction with the local Methodist church and the AABA, 
but the $400-per-movie permit is already looming over 
them.

With AABA handling the neighborhood’s big events like 
Adams Avenue Street Fair and Unplugged, and NHCPG 
tackling land-use issues like improving Ward Canyon Park, 
the NHCA are careful not to constrain themselves, so they 
can tackle any miscellaneous issue the community needs it 
to. Among these were community potlucks, neighborhood-
wide garage sales and safety fairs — things that “bring the 
people of our neighborhood together,” Palmer said.

NORMAL HEIGHTS COMMUNITY 
PLANNING GROUP (NHCPG)

Created in 1990, the Normal Heights Community 
Planning Group oversees one of the smaller planning dis-
tricts in the city, but they do so efficiently and with little 
contention. Board Chair Jim Baross will term out on the 
board after serving for eight years, and he’s protected 
the community’s interest aggressively throughout his 
tenure. One example is how the NHCPG reacted when 
the I-15 began being constructed directly through Nor-
mal Heights. With former City Planners on the board, 
the NHCPG successfully leveraged the construction to 
the community’s advantage, using the money for the 
project to construct more park space in Normal Heights 
and the only block of covered highway in California, they 
say. The board even lobbied for a light rail running down 
the middle of the 15, and they weren’t entirely unsuc-
cessful. The 15 was built with an expanded median to al-
low for potential transit. Now, a rapid bus line is planned 
to run through that space.

They also successfully advocated for the creation of 
Normal Heights elementary, which was the result of a 

lengthy process working with San Diego’s school board.
Located in one of the few neighborhoods in Uptown 

News’s coverage area that isn’t in the middle of a com-
munity plan update, the NHCPG’s agenda is a little less 
harried than others, which frees it up to focus on projects 
of their choosing.

The top priority is revamping Grant Park, turning the 
dead-end street at its east end into a dog park and com-
munity garden, and constructing a new on-site community 
building. Beyond that, bike lanes, street lighting and 
crosswalks are all things the NHCPG hopes to see more 
of this year.

ADAMS AVENUE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (AABA)

The AABA represents 600 businesses along a two-mile 
stretch on Adams, and since incorporating in 1985, it’s 
become extremely good at doing so. It operates the Mainte-
nance Assessment District and the Business Improvement 
District in the area, and it runs San Diego’s biggest, free 
street fair each year. The AABA technically spans from 
Kensington to the outskirts of University Heights, although 
its heart — just like its geographic majority — appears to 
lie in Normal Heights. 

Since its inception, the AABA has played a unique role 
in the community compared to most business associations, 
in that it acts almost as much like a community association 
as an organization promoting local businesses, although 
Executive Director Scott Kessler would tell you the two go 
hand in hand.

Operating out of the Normal Heights Community 
Center on Hawley Street and Adams Avenue, the AABA 
sits across the street from the San Diego Global Vision 
Academy, a $1.2 million charter school it constructed in 
1999, which continues to meet capacity each year. Kessler 
said it’s the only time he’s heard of a business association 
developing a project like this.

Of course, much of the AABA’s attention is devoted to 
the Adams Avenue Street Fair, which brought in roughly 
half of the AABA’s $453,000 2013 revenue. Kessler said he’d 
like to see the many other events grow larger as well, espe-
cially their current focus: Adams Avenue Unplugged. The 
free, two-day acoustic festival hasn’t turned much of a profit 
in years past, but the AABA is opening up four revenue 
streams this year in order to change that. One of which is 
the recently launched Kickstarter campaign, which as of 
2:49 p.m. on Thursday, March 27 had raised $2,501 of its 
$10,000 goal. Want to help them reach the goal? Turn to 
the calendar on page 22 to find details about the fundraiser 
Blind Lady Ale House is hosting on Sunday, March 30.

Next week, we look at the community organizations that 
comprise Kensington and Talmadge.u
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A crowd gathered at Comedy Heights for weekly standup on Saturday nights in University Heights. (Photo by Maria Herman)

By Erik Dobko
SDUN Reporter

In a world where comedy clubs sell mandatory, 
overpriced drinks in order to deceptively inflate 
ticket prices, only one show has the audacity to 
charge nothing whatsoever. 

Liposuctioning the formalities from the typical 
stand-up venue model, Comedy Heights hosts a 
weekly Saturday night comedy event with a refresh-
ingly comfortable atmosphere. Located next door 
to Twiggs Coffeehouse in University Heights, the 
show features family-friendly material from a variety 
of headliners that, despite the filter on vulgarity, is 
pretty damn funny. The homely ambiance, combined 
with the ceasefire on your wallet, make for a satisfy-
ing sanctuary of side-splitting stand-up.

“This is one of the more enjoyable rooms because 
of the people that actually want to come out to com-
edy,” said comedian Adam Connie. “I do some shows 
where a comedy show is kind of sprung on them or 
sneaks up on them, and you end up talking to people 
who are trying to ignore you. But this is a great room 
in a pleasant, very friendly neighborhood.”

In addition to supplying the community with such 
a down-to-earth show, Comedy Heights producers 
Al Gavi and Maria Herman have created a place 
where comics can practice their material without the 
grueling hunt for stage time. In Los Angeles, the dog-
eat-dog environment can make landing a gig nearly 
impossible for the majority of those trying to make it.

“There’s a huge difference between the dynamic 
between what’s happening here in San Diego with 
comedy and what’s happening in L.A.,” Herman said. 
“Our neighbors up there, they’re fighting for stage 
time. They’re willing to go out and get three minutes 
at 10 o’clock at night because that’s all they can get. 
You would never get into a club like this in Los Ange-
les and get this star quality of comics on one show, 
because it’s so cutthroat up there.”

Headliner Aaron Hughes expressed his deep ap-
preciation for the valuable comedic exercise that the 
room provides. 

“I get to perform at The Comedy Store, but 
they’re smaller sets,” Hughes said. “I think I just 
did about 30 minutes, so it’s an opportunity to really 
work on some stories, to pace yourself — you know, 
develop your material.”

Because the show is financed strictly by dona-
tions, it doesn’t come with the sense of entitlement 
that crowds often have. The incomparable therapy 
of laughter is often hindered by the unreasonable 
price tag that comes with a ticket and its two-drink 
minimum; people often have this detrimental mindset 
that are owed their laughs, and that they better get 
their money’s worth. 

“If you Yelp some of the other clubs around here, 
you’ll find that’s one of the big complaints: that they 
really shake you down for your two-drink minimum 
and your ticket and all that — the money,” Gavi said. 
“Because of our business model, we don’t have to 
shake down the customer, and we don’t have to put 
all these clamps down on our comedians. ... We’d 
rather have people enjoy themselves and pay the 
value that they’re getting from the show.”

So what’s it all about? Why do all these strangers 
gather together in an intimate green room to file into 
rows and howl like dying hyenas? Are they all on drugs?

According to Gavi, they very well may be.
“It’s just that good-natured feeling you have when 

you have a good, hard laugh,” he said. “And to hear 
that from a crowd, it just energizes you. I want to 
have more of it — it’s an addiction, I would say.”

Without the judgmental herd of condescend-
ing yuppies, the comedians can be at ease, and as 
a result, so can the crowd. Swing by Park Avenue 
at 8 p.m. on Saturdays to visit these altruistic laugh 
addicts at Comedy Heights, and double check that 
there’s no check to check out before you’re about to 
check out.u

Priceless laughs shake the local comedy scene

Our Hardwood Flooring Showroom is

NOW OPEN
Come visit us at:
1435 University Ave.
in Hillcrest • (858)354-3142

Top Flooring is installer-owned and operated 
by licensed contractor Chuck Nettnin. Visit our 
showroom to see our extensive lines of flooring 

choices, or book a mobile consultation in your 
home with our unique mobile showroom. 

We provide professional installations of 
residential and commercial projects!

License #897390

www.topflooring.com

NOW OPEN
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Fresh produce offered weekly
Accordian player, jazz singer and 

world-class whistler Karla Mi Lugo

Verdell Smith and Soul Ablaze are regular 

performers at the Open Aire Market
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Kevin S. Atto, REALTOR®
The Metropolitan Group
3930 Idaho St., San Diego, CA 92104
CAL BRE#01935513

(619) 672-3792

2228 River Run #177
2 bed/1 bath/928 sf
Listed for $299,900

4127 Florida St #7
1 bed/1 bath/588 sf
Listed for $229,000 
to $239,000

4675 Utah St #4
2bed/2bath/760sf
SOLD for $295,000

These are current listings and sales by The Metropolitan Group.

The Open Aire Market recently moved out onto the lawn of the 

historic teacher’s annex building in University Heights.The market features soul line dancing monthly, run by Verlosity

Local artist Carole Minear
A gratis booth is offered to all in San Diego Unified School District who want to 

showcase the children’s talents. Pictured here are members from the TRACE program.
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The Brothers Weiss will tour California and Baja in April, ending at Soda Bar on the 11th. (Photo by David Rumley)

By Jen Van Tieghem
SDUN Reporter

Fans of local band Brothers 
Weiss may have to learn how to 
share. The trio, who are already 
popular in San Diego, will soon 
branch out to tour California and 
Baja Mexico in April. Their easily 
accessible alt-rock sounds will 
inevitably earn them 
admirers along the way, 
and if not, their flowing 
rock-god manes will do 
the trick.

But it’s not just a 
matter of packing the 
right conditioner and 
hitting the road. Book-
ing out-of-town dates is 
tricky business. Singer/
bassist Miguel Ramirez, 
guitarist Ryan Weiss 
and drummer Kevin 
Weiss have learned to 
leap the hurdles with 
positive attitudes and 
crossed fingers. 

“The biggest chal-
lenge for booking 
shows outside of San 
Diego is to get a response from 
venues. Some of them will not 
even give you the time of day,” 
Ryan explained. 

After recovering from the ini-
tial headaches, the band was lucky 
enough to build their first tour by 
relying on established friendships 
with out-of-town bands.

“The initial goal for our first 
tour was to try to book shows 

with bands we know in each town, 
[then] to contact all our friends and 
fans in each town to see if they can 
rally their friends to come out to 
the show,” Ryan said of their tour 
strategy. ” Also, we recently hired 
a publicist [who] is reaching out to 
contacts in local radio, blogs and 
other local media outlets in each 
city we are playing in.” 

And what a show it is: From 
Ramirez’ belted vocals on in-
die rock anthems to the deftly 
maneuvered guitar antics of Ryan 
Weiss, to the crushing rhythms 
of his brother, Kevin Weiss — it’s 
clear that these guys give it their 
all; their music blends catchy rock 
hooks with thought-provoking 
lyrics while weaving in and out of 
several musical styles.

“We try to keep things interest-
ing, there may or may not have 
been talk of some acoustic ver-
sions of our songs coming out,” 
Ramirez teased. “After the tour, 
we’re hoping to catch our breath 
and do some more writing. But 
one thing at a time you know? 
We’ll still be playing around San 
Diego … we’ve been playing about 

once a month here. I 
guess it’s just right for 
now, it’s spread out 
enough for each show 
to feel like something 
special, but often 
enough for us to al-
ways have something 
going on.”

Rest assured 
San Diego fans, 
after shows in Palm 
Springs, Tijuana, San 
Francisco and other 
cities, Brothers Weiss 
returns to town on 
April 11. That show 
finds them back at 
Soda Bar, the site of 
both their first public 
performance and the 

band’s January record release of 
their debut EP, “Conversations.” 

“[Soda Bar] has treated us 
very well from the beginning,” 
Kevin added. “They greet us as 
friends and provide the right 
vibes for the night.  We have 
always drawn well there, and I 
think it will be good times on 
a Friday night … homecoming 
celebration.”u 

The Brothers Weiss depart on California, Baja tour
The growing ambitions of Weiss

The Brothers Weiss playing their guitar-driven rock.
(Photo by Lara Cattlin)
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Sudoku Answer key, page 18
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www.WoodsRealEstateServices.com
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619-347-9866
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Five local shows over the 
next two weeks

5over2

By Kevin Smead 
SDUN Reporter

Nobunny, Hunx and His 
Punx, and Shannon and the 
Clams @ The Irenic
Fri. March 21, 7 p.m. 
$15

If you’ve never heard of No-
bunny, a quick YouTube search 
would do you well. Nobunny is 
the musical, rabbit-masked per-
sona of one Justin Champlin. It 
might be oversimplifying things, 
but think of Nobunny as Andrew 
WK meets Lady Gaga. Nobunny’s 
tunes have a heavy traditional 
punk influence, but also play on 
pop music tropes, producing a 
really energetic, catchy sound. 

Of course, openers Hunx and his 
Punx and Shannon and the Clams 
are great as well with their heav-
ily ‘60s-influenced sounds. Get 
there early for all three bands. 

The Widows, Neighborhood 
Rats, D.P.I., and Pissed
Regardless @ Soda Bar
Sat. March 22, 8:30 p.m.
$7

The Widows play punk as 
you’ve heard it before, and that’s 
in no way a bad thing. Sure, its 
music has the familiar sound of 
crunchy power chords and cho-
ruses you’ll be singing the words 
to the second time they come 
around, but they imbue their 
tracks with a certain energy that 
can only be found playing this 
kind of music. You can’t help but 
feel the need to get wild and rebel 
against an undefined authority 
figure, even if you’re planning 
on making it to church the next 
morning. 

Tijuana Panthers, The 
Districts, and Golden Beaches 
@ Soda Bar
Sun. March 23, 8:30 p.m.
$10

I saw Tijuana Panthers a few 
years ago at FYF Fest in L.A. 
and it was definitely something 
I knew it’d get into. They sort of 
fall into group of bands I catego-
rize that play surf-inspired music 
that has absolutely nothing to 

do with surfing (see also: Beach 
Fossils, The Growlers). For me, 
the other standout on this bill is 
The Districts. The group has a 
rad Neil Young kind of vibe that 
really works. 

jungles!!!, Vampillia, 
ZARIGANI$, HAPPY, and The 
Touchies @ Til-Two Club
Sunday, March 23, 7:30 p.m.
$10

In full disclosure, even though 
I love writing about music, I don’t 
make it to nearly as many shows 
as I’d like to. This one, however, 
I will absolutely be at. If the band 
names sound a bit, well, unusual 
to you, it’s because for the first 
time, Benten Tokyo and SXSW 
Asia’s Japan Nite tour is making 
a stop here in San Diego. Every 
group except for The Touchies 
are from the land of the rising 
sun. However, every band on this 
bill is flat-out awesome. Seriously, 
check out all the groups — my 
favorites being jungles!!! and 
ZARIGANI$ — and get out to this 
thing. I’ll see you there!

Rats in the Walls, The Grim 
Imperials, At Fault, and Bat 
Lords @ The Tower Bar
Tues. March 25, 9 p.m.
$5

Punk, punk, and more punk. 
I feel like sometimes that’s all 
I even want out of life. Luckily, 
The Tower Bar’s got me covered 
on that front. Rats in the Walls 
features members of Leftover 
Crack and sports the same punk 
attitude, but with 100 percent less 
ska influence. This is more ‘80s-
style hardcore punk. And aside 
from having one of the coolest 
band names I’ve heard in a while, 
Bat Lords have a very unique set 
of tracks that seems to span sev-
eral different offshoots of punk. 
It’s a solid night, especially for a 
usually boring Tuesday.u

“Lost in a Dream” by The War on Drugs
By Hutton Marshall

SDUN Editor

In early March, The War on Drugs released their 
third studio album, “Lost in a Dream,” to a pent-up 
wave of critical acclaim for the band’s saturated 
“heartland” rock. Pent up, because, like most of the 
group’s work, it took a while to get here. Under the 
creative control of the notoriously meticulous singer/
guitarist Adam Granduciel, the recording process 
reportedly consisted of the usual scrutiny their previ-
ous two endeavors endured.

Arbiters of hipster sentiment such as Pitch-
fork, NPR and the Guardian have praised the new 
release though, appearing to validate the tedious, 
some would even say neurotic efforts of Granduciel. 
Indeed, the album is well refined, and its songs, 
although still elusive and spacey, feel more deliberate 
than their early work. Both lyrically and musically, 
“Dream” is much more concise, and I cringe to say, 
accessible, without losing the introversion and reflec-
tion that makes Granduciel’s work magnetic.

For those unfamiliar with the Philadelphia indie 
rock group, they formed in 2005, as the product 
of a musical partnership between Granduciel and 
now-popular solo artist Kurt Vile, who is perhaps still 
responsible for much of his former band’s name rec-
ognition, despite having left the group shortly after 
their first album release in 2008.

The group went through several lineup changes 
since then, with Granduciel being the only consistent 
name in the rotation. Closing the gap between Vile’s 
comparative stardom, their 2011 album, “Slave Ambi-
ent,” received praise for its blend of lackadaisical, 
mild psychedelia and Bruce Springsteen-esque rock.

“Dream” has piled on even more notoriety for 
the group, and stylistically, it further distances them 
from Vile’s work, which is probably to their advan-
tage, but it isn’t why the band’s success is mounting.

Live performers fall into two categories: those 

we watch with awe, and those we see ourselves in. 
Lady Gaga, Andrew W.K., Mick Jagger – larger-
than-life stars – are captivating by being what 99.9 
percent of the population never imagines being. 
They are shock and awe. On the other hand, artists 
like Granduciel, singing about everyday anxieties 
and broadly felt sensitivities, are entralling because 
its us singing those songs, or at least it might as 
well be. Our ability to relate to them draws us in, 
and Granduciel embodies that.

This album was written and recorded as he 
trudged through a flamed-out relationship and isola-
tion at home resulting from his new-found success. 
With track titles like “suffering,” “red eyes,” and 
“The Haunting Idle,” past pain is evident, but musi-
cally, it’s a surprisingly warm, drifting rock album. 
Just as Beach Boys’ “Pet Sounds” juxtaposed the sad, 
thoughtful lyrics of post-nervous breakdown Brian 
Williams with bright, off-color pop music, The War 
on Drugs creates a similar effect to make “Dream” 
both catchy and revealing of Granduciel’s inner 
turmoil. It’s not something to miss.

The War on Drugs plays at the Casbah on Sun-
day, April 6 with White Laces.u

Album Review

Adam Granduciel of The War on Drugs (Photo by Dusdin Condren)
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Oh, oh 
Crossword from page 17

Sudoku
Puzzle from page 17

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

ADOPTION
All other states are subject to 
individual state laws that limit or 
regulate the use of advertising in 
adoptive placement.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
adoption expert. Choose from 
families Nationwide. LIVING EX-
PENSES PAID. Call 24/7 AbbyÕs 
One True Gift Adoptions 866-413-
6296 Void In Illinois/New Mexico/
Indiana

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
RETIREMENT APARTMENTS, 
ALL INCLUSIVE. Meals, trans-
portation, activities daily. Short 
Leases. Monthly specials! Call 
(877) 210-4130

AUTOMOTIVE
$21 Car Insurance - Instant Quote - 
All Credit Types - Find Out If You 
Qualify -  As Low As $21/Month.  
Call (888) 291-2920.

$21 Car Insurance - Instant Quote - 
All Credit Types Ð Find Out If You 
Qualify - As Low As $21/Month. 
Call 1-888-250-5440 

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help those in need! Your ve-
hicle donation will help US Troops 
and support our Veterans! 100% 
tax deductible Fast Free pickup!  
1-800-263-4713

DONATE A CAR - HELP CHIL-
DREN FIGHTING DIABETES. 
Fast, Free Towing. Call 7 days/
week. Non-runners OK. Tax 
Deductible. Call Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation 1-800-578-
0408

AUTOS WANTED
TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any Car/
Truck, Running or Not. Call for 
INSTANT offer: 1-800-454-6951

WE BUY CARS! Running or Not. 
Any Make, Model or Year. Call to-
day for an INSTANT OFFER. Free 
Towing/Pickup. Top Dollar. We’re 
Local! 1-800-844-3595

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! Top 
$$$$$ PAID! Running or Not, All 
Years, Makes, Models. Free Tow-
ing! WeÕre Local! 7 Days/Week. 
Call Toll Free: 1-888-416-2330

GET CASH TODAY for any car/
truck. I will buy your car today. 
Any Condition. Call 1-800-864-
5796 or www.carbuyguy.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
$392+ DAILY MAILING POST-
CARDS! Easy! All Postcards Sup-
plied! www.PostcardsToWealth.
com ZNZ Referral Agents 
Wanted! $20-$84/Per Referral! 
www.FreeJobPosition.comBig 
Paychecks Paid Friday! 
www.LegitCashJobs.com

COMPUTER REPAIR
We fix your computer. We come 
to you or you come to us for the 
lowest rates! Network, Spyware, 
Hardware, Software, Training. 
Call Robert at 858-449-1749.

EMPLOYMENT
$21 Car Insurance - Instant Quote - 
All Credit Types - Find Out If You 
Qualify - As Low As $21/Month. 
Call (888) 296-3040

FINANCIAL
“Unsecured” Business Loans. 
“Up To $2.5 Million”. All Exist-
ing Businesses. Any Credit - Fast 
Funding. Call Now! 1-888-906-
3008; www.Capital-Resources.com

HEALTH, FITNESS, MEDICAL
VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 1-866-312-6061

Canada Drug Center is your choice 
for safe and affordable medica-
tions. Our licensed Canadian mail 
order pharmacy will provide you 
with savings of up to 75 percent 
on all your medication needs. Call 
today 1-800-356-4170 for $10.00 
off your first prescription and free 
shipping.

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 40 Pills + 10 FREE. SPE-
CIAL $99.00 100% guaranteed. 
FREE Shipping! 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 1-888-223-8818

FREE PILLS WITH EVERY OR-
DER! VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 
20mg 40 Pills + FREE Pills. Only 
$99.00 #1 Male Enhancement Pill! 
Discreet Shipping. 1-888-797-9029

VIAGRA 100mg or CIALIS 20mg 
40 tabs + 10 FREE! All for $99 
including Shipping! Discreet, Fast 
Shipping. 1-888-836-0780 or Pre-
miumMeds.NET

HELP WANTED
HOMEWORKERS NEEDED!!! 
$775.35 Weekly Mailing Compa-
nies Brochures/   Online DATA 
ENTRY For Cash, $300 Daily. 
www.RegionalHomeWorkers.com

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
– Get FAA approved Aviation 
Technician training. Housing and 
Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Apply 
now with AIM Dallas 877-205-
0503 or Houston 888-216-1687

HELP WANTED Earn Extra in-
come Assembling CD cases From 
Home. Call our Live Operators 
Now! No experience Necessary 
1-800-405-7619 Ext 2605 www.
easywork-greatpay.com

HOMEWORKERS NEEDED!!! - 
$500 - $1,500 WEEKLY Potential 
MAILING BROCHURES - $575/
Weekly ASSEMBLING Prod-
ucts - Easy Online COMPUTER 
WORK$384/Day - MYSTERY 
SHOPPERS $150/Day www.Hirin-
gLocalHelp.com

MISCELLANEOUS
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
Gibson,Martin,Fender,Gretsch. 
1930-1980. Top Dollar paid!! Call 
Toll Free 1-866-433-8277

Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings,    exchange mes-
sages and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now 1-888-909-9905  

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
- Get trained as FAA certified Avia-
tion Technician. Financial aid for 
qualified students. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 866-453-6204

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make 
or Model! Free Towing.   Sell it 
TODAY. Instant offer: 1-800-864-
5784  

Dish TV Retailer-SAVE! Starting 
$19.99/month (for 12 months.) 
FREE Premium Movie Channels. 
FREE Equipment, Installation & 
Activation. CALL, COMPARE 
LOCAL DEALS!   1-800-309-1452  

$21 Car Insurance - Instant Quote - 
All Credit Types - Find Out If You 
Qualify - As Low As $21/Month. 
Call (888) 287-2130

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 

$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) 
SAVE! Ask About SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 1-800-
341-7308

Where Local Singles Chat! Real 
callers in YOUR area! Fun and 
Discreet! Live 1-on-1 phone chat. 
Try FREE! Call 1-800-963-7493

Feel The Vibe! Urban woman and 
men ready to MAKE THE CON-
NECTION. Call singles in your area! 
Try FREE! Call 1-800-974-0356

Have fun and find a genuine con-
nection! The next voice on the 
other end of the line could be the 
one. Call Tango 1-800-905-0676. 
FREE trial!

DirecTV Over 140 channels only 
$29.99 a month. Triple savings! 
$636.00 in Savings, Free upgrade 
to Genie & 2013 NFL Sunday tick-
et free for New Customers.  Start 
saving today! 1-800-416-7254

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS 
Help improve your stamina, drive, 
and endurance with EverGene. 
100% natural. Call for FREE 
bottle. NO PRESCRIPTION 
NEEDED! 866-281-1525

AIRLINES ARE HIRING Ð Train 
for hands on Aviation Career. FAA 
approved program. Financial aid 
for qualified students Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-
1704

CASH PAID- UP TO $25/BOX 
for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT 
& PREPAID shipping. BEST 
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771. 
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 40 Pills + 4 FREE for only 
$99. #1 Male Enhancement, Dis-
creet Shipping. Save $500! Buy The 
Blue Pill! Now 1-800-213-6202

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/
Trucks Wanted. Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Any Make/Model. Call For Instant 
Offer: 1-800-864-5960

Meet singles now! No paid opera-
tors, just people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange messages, con-
nect live. FREE trial. Call 1-877-
737-9447

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL Ð 
Start with Rotary and good things 
happen. Rotary, humanity in mo-

tion.  Find information or locate 
your local club at www.rotary.org. 
Brought to you by your free com-
munity paper and PaperChain.

ADT Security System NEW Cus-
tomer Special! Call NOW to set 
up an appointment for your FREE 
in-home NO obligation evaluation. 
Call 1-866-634-4613

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920’s thru 1980’s. 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg, and Gibson Mandolins/
Banjos. 1-800-401-0440

REAL ESTATE/RENTALS
1 Bdrm, Incredibly peaceful 
setting, heart of Hillcrest on 

Marston Canyon. 700 foot guest-
house of larger home w/private 

laundry & deck, all utilities 
including HBO, etc. for $1,550. 

Steve 619-997-7771 

1 Bdrm, Incredibly peaceful setting, 
heart of Hillcrest on Marston Can-
yon. 700 foot guesthouse of larger 
home w/private laundry & deck, 
all utilities including HBO, etc. for 
$1,550. Steve 619-997-7771

20 Acres. $0 Down, Only $119/mo. 
NO CREDIT CHECKS! Near El 
Paso, Texas. Beautiful Views! Mon-
ey Back Guarantee 1-866-882-5263 
Ext. 81   www.sunsetranches.net

10 ACRES FREE! Buy 30-Get 40 
Acres. $0-Down $188/mo. Money 
Back Guarantee, NO CREDIT 
CHECKS Beautiful Views. Near El 
Paso, Texas. 1-866-882-5263 Ext. 
81 www.SunsetRanches.NET

Place in: Satellite TV 
Order Dish Network Satellite TV 
and Internet Starting at $19.99! 
Free Installation, Hopper DVR and 
5 Free Premium Movie Channels! 
Call 800-597-2464

DIRECTV, Internet, & Phone From 
$69.99/mo + Free 3 Months: HBO¨ 
Starz¨ SHOWTIME¨ CINEMAX¨+ 
FREE GENIE 4 Room Upgrade + 
NFL SUNDAY TICKET! Limited 
offer. Call Now 888-248-5961

WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for 
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS. 1-DAYPAY-
MENT.1-800-371-1136

WANTED JAPANESE MOTOR-
CYCLE KAWASAKI 1967-1980 
Z1-900, KZ900, KZ1000, ZIR, 
KX1000MKII, A1-250, W1-650, 
H1-500, H2-750, S1-250, S2-350, 
S3-400 SUZUKI GS400, GT380, 
GT750, Honda CB750 (1969,1970) 
CASH. FREE PICKUP. 1-800-
772-1142, 1-310-721-0726 usa@
classicrunners.com

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS! Free Shipping, 
Best Prices & 24 hr payment! Call 
1-855-440-4001 English & Spanish  
www.TestStripSearch.com

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA 
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com 
or visit our website cadnetads.com 
for more information.

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is 
advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should 
you send any money in advance 
or give the client your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it 
is illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dollars. 
Toll free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada.
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HOME

SKIN CARE

ATTORNEYS

TAX CONSULTANT

COASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGE
GARDENING

COASTAL SAGE
GARDENING
Garden Design
& Maintenance

Ca. Contractor License #920677

Garden • Shop
Classes • Services

3685 Voltaire St. San Diego
619.223.5229 • coastalsage.com

REALTORS

My business depends
on referrals. Thanks for

thinking of me.

Troy Curnett
REALTOR ® - Broker

(619) 857-8769
DRE # 01343230

OneMissionRealty.com

SERVING S.D. SINCE 1967

INVESTMENT PROPERTY
SPECIALISTS,

SALES & EXCHANGES
APARTMENTS • OFFICE BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL•LEASING•FEE COUNSELING
• RESORT PROPERTIES ANYWHERE
• REAL ESTATE PROBLEM SOLVING

3536 Ashford St., San Diego, CA 92111
in Clairemont.

gjonilonis@att.net
Fax 760-431-4744

GEORGE JONILONIS
“The Estate Builder”

858-278-4040

INVESTMENT

LESSONS

MILLWORK

FINANCIAL

H R Tactics
Strategic Planning, Tactical Training

Joe Whitaker operates H.R. Tactics, 
a full-service human resource consult-
ing firm in Mission Hills, providing a 
broad range of human resource support, 
products and solutions for small to mid-
sized companies with fees designed 
to put affordable human resources in 
reach. He can be contacted at 804-4551 
or e-mail at hrtactics@cox.net.

619.804.4551
302 Washington St., Suite 112   

San Diego, CA 92103

WOOD WORKING

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTS

 

William 
Van Dusen 
Millworking 
Authentic Woodwork 
For Vintage Homes  

& Gardens  
Craftsman - Victorian 

Spanish Revival 
619-443-7689 
WVDMillwork.com 

 License #919946 

Experienced & Professional

Renee Differ

reneediffer@cox.net
619-516-0400

INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES

SAME SEX MARRIAGE FILING

BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL

MOBILE APPOINTMENTS

TAX CONSULTANT

DUI DEFENSE

PETS

JUNK HAULING

PROPERTY MGMT

Water view home. Buy or lease op-
tion, $1,650,000. 21,800 ft. Kearny 
Mesa office building $3,950,000, 18 
miles Baja oceanfront, need partner, 
Idaho Resort F & C $625,000. Try 

your sale, exchange ideas? Geo 
Jonilonis. Rltr (619) 454-4151.

FOR SALE OR LEASE

Tamara Zyhylij
Ascent Real Estate
410 Kalmia St. | San Diego, CA 92101
619-865-1389 | TamaraZhomes.com

Who you work with is important.
When it’s time to buy or sell a piece of real estate, you’ll want to 

establish a relationship with an experienced and dedicated real estate 
consultant who takes their fiduciary duty seriously and places your 
interests first.

It’s a good idea to interview multiple agents. You could be working 
with your agent for some time, so you should feel comfortable and have 
an easy rapport.

Remember to ask, “Are you a REALTOR?”
REALTORS are held to ethical standards not required by law. 

Experience is critical, but years in business alone won’t guarantee your 
agent is keeping up with the constant change in the marketplace.

Tamara Z (Zyhylij) is an experienced advisor with strong industry 
connections and reliable support services. Serving first-time buyers to 
million dollar listings in the metro San Diego area for over a decade, 
clients find Tamara and her team attentive, current, responsive and 
effective.

Tamara holds a BS in Business Management, is current chair of the 
Greater San Diego Association of REALTORS Grievance Committee, 
and former chairperson and current board member of the Metropolitan 
Realty Organization. Professional designations include Graduate, 
REALTOR® Institute (GRI), ePro, and Certified Negotiation Expert (CNE).

house333
3564 30th St., San Diego, Ca 92104 | 619-333-8088
Palm Pprings | Los Angeles |  Orange County

house333 is a boutique real estate office that launched in North 
Park of 2006, catering to buyers & sellers of luxury homes … as well 
as first time, upgrade and income property buyers. The success of 
our business truly comes from our clients and their referrals. Luke 
Kensen’s passions in life are homes, his kids, gifting to various 
foundations and classic cars. People and their dreams of a family, 
home, good friends and a good healthy lifestyle. Luke shares his 22 
years of home ownership, flipping homes and investing in multi two- 
and four-unit properties, so that one can achieve their goals. The key 
to investing and renovation is knowing how to manage the labor and 
material sources. Luke has a long history of investor followers from Los 
Angeles, Vancouver, Sydney, Palm Springs and now Hong Kong. And, 
of course the new San Diego clients that he has gained since 2006. 
Upon his arrival in 2006 to San Diego, Luke envisioned that North Park 
will become a replica of Abbott Kinney, a trendy block of shops and 
eateries in Venice, Calif., and so, here we are today with the ever-so-
popular town of North Park.

 
San Diego History Center
1649 El Prado #3, San Diego, CA 92101
619-232-6203 | sandiegohistory.org

The San Diego History Center, in the heart of Balboa Park, tells the 
story of San Diego’s rich and vibrant past.

Visitors to the museum will discover artifacts, documents, 
photographs, oral histories, docents, hands-on interactives, multi-
media kiosks, and more, all that bring San Diego’s history to life. 

In addition to the exhibitions at San Diego History Center, the 
museum also presents a number of regular public programs including 
lectures, workshops, and educational programs throughout the entire 
year.

The History Center boasts one of the largest photograph collections 
in the western United States, with over 2.5 million images dating back 
to 1874.

The History Center is also the perfect place for research, with a 
library open from 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The San Diego History Center offers two museums for events; 
unique for weddings, social and corporate gatherings, each museum 
provides guests with an unforgettable experience in beautiful, historic 
venues with some of the best backdrops in San Diego.

San Diego-centric gifts and other items for the hard-to-shop-for 
recipient can also be found in our History Center store. 

Admission prices: $8 for adults; $6 seniors, students and active 
military; and $4 for children ages 6-17.

FREE to all San Diego County residents each second Tuesday of the 
month.
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I remember, when my twin 
girls were not yet one year old, 
parking the stroller near one of 
the baseball diamonds at Morley 
Field to watch the little kids play 
tee-ball. It was so adorable to 
me, and so amazing that these 
squirrelly rugrats could keep it 
together to participate in a team 
sport that involved skills and rules 
and cooperating with their friends, 
that it almost brought a tear to my 
eye. I imagined my kids playing 
on a team some day, practicing 
sportsmanship, growing physi-
cally and mentally tough, and per-
haps becoming confident leaders 
among their peers.

Another family I knew from 
the neighborhood sidled up 
alongside us. The dad had their 
six-month-old strapped to his 
chest in a sling, and we engaged 
in the standard small-talk of new 
parents: baby sleep habits, baby 
eating habits, baby screaming 
habits, baby defecation habits, 
etc. Once we had caught up on 
one another’s latest trials, we all 
shifted our gaze to the four-year-
olds on the ball field, who seemed 
so big and independent relative to 

our little bundles of need. 
“So cute, right?” I said, nod-

ding toward the young athletes. 
“Can you imagine that our kids 
will probably be doing stuff like 
this in just a few years?”

I felt like I was verbalizing 
what we were all thinking.

“Really?” said the dad. “You 
would let your kids be involved in 
this kind of fascist brainwashing?”

The mom, too, could hardly 
disguise the shock and disgust at 
what I had just said.

“Well,” I stammered, “you 
know … teamwork … um … 
sportsmanship … that kind of 
thing. It’s supposed to be good for 
kids, isn’t it?”

The truth was, though, that I 
wouldn’t really know about that. 
Not first-hand, anyway. It was all 
theoretical to me.

I grew up as an “Army brat,” 
and we moved frequently, so I had 
fewer opportunities to settle into 
any extra-curricular activities than 
my civilian friends. The longest 
my family ever lived in one place 
was on a tiny base in Bavaria, close 
to the Austrian border. On a good 
year, elementary school enrolled 
about eighty students. There was 
an organization that sponsored 
after-school activities for military 
kids like hiking, skiing and shiver-
ing in the frigid water of a nearby 
medieval monastery’s swimming 
pool, but there wasn’t much of-
fered in the way of team sports.

There was, however, a baseball 
team. It was part of a league that in-
cluded two other teams from other 
American bases that, while tiny, 
were not as miniscule as ours. Our 
community was so small that not 
enough boys went out for the team. 
So the coach went out recruiting to 
fill out his roster. When he had run 
out of boys who were the right age 
and interested in baseball, he went 
after the boys who weren’t neces-
sarily interested, but were willing 

to give it a shot. Then he went for 
the boys who were interested, but 
technically too young. After he had 
drained that pool, he went after me.

I would have been six or seven 
then, on the small side, and a day-
dreamy little kid who liked to run 
around in the woods, build forts, 
make up gibberish languages to 
communicate with my friends 
and sew clothes for my GI Joe. 
I also liked to throw a baseball 
around, hit it with a bat, and run. 
I was fairly good at those things, 
but the idea of organizing those 
discrete activities into a structured 
“game” had never occurred to 
me. I suppose I was flattered to be 
recruited, and so I accepted the 
coach’s offer.

So there I was, the last-picked 
player on the worst team in the 
most rinky-dink Little League 
in the Western World. I literally 
picked daisies while covering right 
field, where I don’t remember a 
ball ever entering the airspace 
during my career, which is prob-
ably good since I wouldn’t have 
know what to do with it. At bat, I 
never hit the ball, although I did 
get walked a few times because 
I presented such a small strike 
zone, swimming, as I was, in my 
three-sizes-too-big uniform. We 
never won a game. Our team was 
a joke. The other teams jeered at 
us, and the big kids on my team 
took it out on the smaller kids: the 
smallest, of course, being me.

I started hiding from the bus 
when it would come by our house 
to pick me up for away games. 
The coach would chase me down; 
one time, I just told him I wanted 
to quit. He tried to talk me out of 
it, and then my mom tried to talk 
me out of it, and then my mom 
tried to talk my dad into talking 
me out of it. “Go on,” she told him. 
“Tell him about the importance of 
sticking to it, being a good sport, 
getting back on the horse.”

“Well,” my dad said, “it 
sounds pretty miserable to me. 
If I were him, I wouldn’t want to 
play either.”

And that was the last time I 
played a team sport. It was back 
to running around in the woods 
for me, and I couldn’t have been 
happier. 

When we moved back to the 
States, there were kids who had 
been playing league sports for 
their entire childhoods: soccer, 
baseball, football, lacrosse, you 
name it. I had been skiing and 
hiking for the past four years. Had 
there been a ski team at my school 
in the Washington, DC suburbs, 
I might have tried out for it. But 
I didn’t feel like I had a chance 
playing in the traditional sports, 
and my bad baseball experience 
solidified my lack of interest.

Lack of interest turned to 
disdain as I found my place in 
the hierarchy of American high 
school. Jocks were on top; weird 
artsy kids like me were down 
there with Dungeons & Dragons 
nerds and recent immigrants. 
I probably referred to jocks as 
fascists several times a day.

So when the dad at Morley 
Field used that language to 
describe the culture of sports, it 
resonated with my inner twelve-
year-old. 

But strangely, I still feel like 
I missed out by never being on a 
team after the Little League De-
bacle of ’77. I’m not as comfortable 
working with a group as I could 
be. I’m not always sure what role 
to take on and the extent to which 
I should try to lead. I struggle 
with maintaining any interest in 
things that I’m not already good 
at, and I’m a poor loser. I’m pain-
fully awkward in locker rooms. 

Like most parents, I want 
my kids to sail confidently right 
through their schooling and into 
rewarding careers and lives. A 
part of me has bought into the 
idea that team sports set the 
groundwork for that, and I want 
my kids to at least give it a try. 
There are so many options for 
them these days, in this area, 
that even if they end up as artsy 
weirdos, they will have learned to 
lose a game gracefully. And maybe 
even win one.u

Andy Hines
Parent ing

Why would I want my
kids to play sports?

Money already collected for 
future subscriptions is in escrow 
and will be refunded. Pensions 
are held by staff members in 
individual 403B retirement plans 
to which both they and the opera 
contributed.

“We don’t have the money to 
go forward,” Campbell said. “You 
read in the newspaper ‘They have 
$16 million in assets.’ Of course 
we do. The asset is the money you 
owe us two years down the track 
that you’ve pledged. We don’t have 
the cash. It’s an asset. We have 
the scenic studio. We have this 
furniture. We have the computers. 
It’s not workable cash in many 
cases. People don’t understand 
what those terms mean.”

The majority of the staff will 
leave April 14 with a skeleton staff 
remaining to file reports, return 
orchestra scores and hopefully 
sell the scenic studio. Then an 
assignee will come in. He will own 
all the physical assets and negoti-
ates their disposal. 

The worldwide opera world 
on both sides of the Atlantic is 
shaken. Here are quotes from 
a few players on this side of the 
pond:

Opera director and Old Globe 
Artistic Director Emeritus Jack 
O’Brien, who was slated to direct 
Jake Heggie’s “Great Scott” in a 
future season: “The increasingly 
dire situation of the arts and arts 
support in our country grows to 
endemic proportions. The loss 
of the San Diego Opera is incal-
culable and as such, brings to a 
close one of the great, enduring, 
and most valuable sources of civic 
pride in the country. We’re all in 
mourning!”

Long Beach Opera Artis-
tic/General Director Andreas 
Mitisek: “How sad to hear that 
the oldest company in Southern 
California will be closing. What 
does that say about us, our com-
munities, and our investment in 
the arts?”

David Gockley, San Francisco 
Opera (reported by Janos Gere-
ben in San Francisco Classical 
Voice): San Diego “was one of the 
best-run companies in the country 
for decades — it sends shudders 
through me and my staff that this 
happens to a good company, not a 
New York City Opera.”

Opera News Editor F. Paul 
Driscoll: “The closure of San 
Diego Opera represents a great 
loss — not only to the people 
of San Diego and the people of 
Southern California, but to opera 
lovers and opera professionals 
throughout the United States. San 
Diego Opera was an important 
company with a distinguished 
history that was a vital part of the 
American opera scene. It will be 
sorely missed.”

According to U-T San Diego, 
ten other once-thriving operas 
have closed their curtains in the 
past six years in North America, 
including: Baltimore Opera in 
2008; Opera Pacifica, Orange 
County, also in 2008; Connecti-
cut Opera in 2009; Cleveland 
(Oh.) Opera and Spokane (Wash.) 
Opera in 2010; Opera Bos-
ton and Lyric Opera of San Di-
ego in 2011; San Antonio Opera in 
2012; New York City Opera 
in 2013; and Opera Hamilton, 
Canada in 2014.

—Between 1965 and the close 
of this season, Charlene Baldridge 
saw all but one of San Diego 
Opera’s productions. She can be 
reached at charb81@cox.net.u
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sdopera.com/uptown
(619) 533-7000

Tickets start at $45.  
English translations displayed above the stage. 

All performances at the San Diego Civic Theatre. 

DON QUIXOTE
JULES MASSENET’S

APRIL 5, 8, 11, 13(m)
Bring the tissues for this beautifully emotional 
and whimsical fan favorite!  Immerse yourself in 
the magical world and impossible dream of Don 
Quixote and his loyal sidekick Sancho as they 
search for love, tilt at windmills and confront 
bandits. Internationally-acclaimed bass Ferruccio 
Furlanetto returns as a masterful Don Quixote!

APRIL 5, 8, 11, 13(m)

Celebrate San Diego Opera
JOIN US FOR OUR FAREWELL BOW
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By Charlene Baldridge
Theater Review

How does one address a cat? Accord-
ing to T.S. Eliot, by its name, but only 
after first bowing. And by the way, “a cat 
is not a dog.”

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical, 
“Cats” (based on Eliot’s “Old Possum’s 
Book of Practical Cats,” may take a deep 
bow for the current James Vasquez-
directed, San Diego Musical Theatre-
produced edition, which opened at the 
North Park Theatre on Webber’s birth-
day, Saturday, March 22 and continues 
through April 6. 

The children in the audience, espe-
cially those on the aisles, were entranced 
as the bewhiskered company scampered 
up and down. Vasquez assembles an 
exemplary company that made at least 

one person scratch her chin in advance. 
Kürt Norby as Old Deuteronomy? He 
was brilliant indeed, making every word 
understood and contributing to one of 
the best-sung productions of “Cats” in 
memory. And speaking of “Memory” (the 
show’s hit tune), musical theater veteran 
Debbie Prutsman is cast as Grizabella 
the Glamour Cat, who is well beyond her 
days of beauty and youth. Prutsman is 
fondly remembered for her performance 
as Hesione in Starlight’s 2004 production 
of “Triumph of Love” in Balboa Park.

All the Jellicle Cats gather for the 
Jellicle Ball, which culminates in Old 
Deuteronomy’s selection of one cat to go 
on the journey to the Heaviside Layer, 
where another life awaits. Each cat tells 
his or her story as a kind of audition for 
the honor. The result is an evening of 
catlike behavior, dance and song, heavy 

on the dance. 
After nearly 40 years of 

“Cats” experiences, Web-
ber’s music as well as 
Elliot’s premise grow 
familiar and dear and with 
the passing of the years 
become more profound 
than treacle-laden. The 
climax of “Memory,” in which 
Prutsman lets loose 
the emotion the outcast 
Grizabella’s been guard-
ing all evening, threw 
this listener to the back 
of her seat. It was a 
splendid moment in an 
evening of splendid 
moments, and Prut-
sman deserves the 
ovation she received 
at the curtain call.

The ensemble’s 
sound — incredibly 
articulate and high-
flying and all important 
— is enhanced by music 
director and conductor Don 
LeMaster’s inclusion of four 
pit singers, Janie d’Avignon, 
Athena Espinoza, Doug Schmitt 
and Chris Tweedy. It’s a treat 

to remain in place at the end of the show 
to hear the 16-piece orchestra’s play-
out music. The choreographer, Janet 
Renslow, complements Vasquez’s solid, 
insightful staging. Other production 
artists are lighting designer Matthew 
Novotny and costume coordinator Janet 
Pitcher. The set comes from Fullerton 
Civic Light Opera.

Others in the company are Cody 
Walker (Munkustrap), Justin Ray (Rum 
Tum Tugger) and Jef frey Scott Parsons 
(Skimbleshanks), who are ably sup-
ported by dancer/singers Danielle Airey, 
Liz Daniels, Alexis De Donato, Deborah 
Fauerbach, Courtney Fero, Max Cadillac 
Gidaley, Krysten Hafso-Koppman, Kyle 

Hawk, Dylan Hoffinger, Keith John-
son, Aurore Joly, Arielle Meads, 

Joy Newbegin, Michael Par-
rott, Steven Rada, Bailey 
Sonner and Eric Taylor. 

Readers are urged 
to support these fierce 
felines.u

A scene from “Cats” at the North Park Theatre (Photos by Ken Jacques)

“Cats” runs through April 6 at North Park 
Theatre. (Photos by Ken Jacques)

“Cats”
WHEN: Through April 6 

at 7:30 p.m. Thurs., 8 p.m.  
Fri., 2 and 8 p.m. Satur-

days, 2 p.m. Sun., 
WHERE: North Park 

Theatre, 2891 University 
Avenue, North Park

TICKETS: $26-$56 
(various discounts apply)

INFO: sdmt.org or  
858-560-5740

No Dogs in North Park
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www.presidioveterinaryhospital.com

5427 Linda Vista Rd.
San Diego, CA  92110

619-297-0219

$29 Exams Everyday 
Now carrying Nexgard from Merial

HOURS:
M, Tu, Th: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Wed: 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Saturday: 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

i l

9

Now carrying Nexgard from Merial

p.m.

m.

fitnesstogether.com/missionhills

619.794.0014

Mission Hills
4019 Goldfinch St, 

San Diego

Different on the INSIDE?

Get the “skinny”

If You are a Different Person on the INSIDE, 
than on the OUTSIDE..... NOW IS THE TIME!!

• Have More Energy 

• End Unhealthy Food 

Cravings 

• Increase Your Stamina 

• Have More Endurance 

• CHANGE YOUR LIFE 

FRIDAY, MARCH 28
Preschool story time: Every 

Friday, 10:30 – 11 a.m., Mission 
Hills Branch Library, 925 W. 
Washington St., free. 

Cinema Under the Stars: 8 
p.m. screening of “The Wolf of 
Wall Street,” 4040 Goldfinch St., 
tickets start at $14.

SATURDAY, MARCH 29
Golden Hill Farmers’ Mar-

ket: 8 a.m. – noon every Saturday, 
B Street between 27th and 28th 
streets, free.

Gentle Bike Ride: 8:30 – 
10:30 a.m., join fellow cyclists 
every Saturday morning for a ride 
through Balboa Park. Meet at the 
small parking lot on the left-hand 
side as you enter the park from 
Sixth Ave. and Upas St., free.

Classical Melodies in Bal-
boa Park: 8:45 a.m. – 7:15 p.m., 
every Saturday and Sunday the 
San Diego Youth Symphony and 
Conservatory ensembles fill Casa 
del Prado with classical music, 
1549 El Prado in Balboa Park, 
free.

University Heights Open 
Aire Market: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
every Saturday, 4100 Normal St., 
free.

Children’s craft time: 
10 a.m., Mission Hills Branch 
Library, 925 W. Washington St., 
free.

Emei Qigong Practice: 10 – 
11 a.m., “Master Wendy” leads a 
weekly Wuji Gong practice group 
at the WorldBeat Cultural Center, 
2100 Park Blvd., free.

Comedy Heights: 8 p.m., 
comedy show every Saturday 
night featuring local comedians, 
ages 13 and up welcome, Comedy 
Heights, 4590 Park Blvd., free.

Exhibition Opening: 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m., “Spanish Sojourns” will 
be the first museum exhibition 
dedicated to the Spanish paintings 
of Robert Henri, one of the most 
influential American artists of 
the twentieth century, San Diego 
Museum of Art, 1450 El Prado, 
free for members.

Pints for Patriots Pub 
Crawl: 1 – 5 p.m. San Diego 
Coastal Rotary Club presents this 
four-pub event supporting War-
rior Foundation~Freedom Station 
beginning at Toronado, 4026 30th 
St., $25. For tickets and info, visit 
sdrotarypubcrawl.org. 

Cinema Under the Stars: 
8 p.m. screening of “The Wolf of 
Wall Street,” 4040 Goldfinch St., 
tickets start at $14.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30
Hillcrest Farmers’ Market: 

9 a.m. – 2 p.m., every Sunday 
under the Hillcrest Pride Flag at 
the intersection of Harvey Milk 
and Normal streets, free.

Family Day at the San 
Diego Science and Engineer-
ing Fair: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., bring 
the whole family out for science 
presentations/ demonstrations, 
guest speakers, raffles, games 
and more for the final day of the 
60th Annual Greater San Diego 
Science and Engineering Fair at 
Balboa Park Activity Center, 2145 
Park Blvd., free.

Classical Melodies in 
Balboa Park: 1 – 5 p.m., every 
Saturday and Sunday the San 
Diego Youth Symphony and Con-
servatory ensembles fill Casa del 
Prado with classical music, 1549 
El Prado in Balboa Park, free.

Organ Concert: 2 – 3 p.m., 
music by organist Carol Williams, 
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa 

Park, free.

MONDAY, MARCH 31
William Tyler: 8:30 p.m., 

respected Nashville guitarist Wil-
liam Tyler performs at Soda Bar, 
3615 El Cajon Blvd., $10.

TUESDAY, APRIL 1
Old Town Parking Commit-

tee: 10 a.m., monthly meeting 
occurs on the first Tuesday of 
the month at the Hacienda Hotel, 
4041 Harney St.

Old Mission Rotary: 12 
p.m., regular weekly meeting of 
the Old Mission Rotary Club, 
Best Western Seven Seas, 411 
Hotel Circle South.

Hillcrest Business Associa-
tion Beautification Committee: 
2 p.m., monthly meeting occurs 
on the first Tuesday of the month 
at 1419 University Ave. Suite D.

“Famous Book” Club: 3 – 4 
p.m., the club will discuss “Excel-
lent Women” by Barbara Pym. 
Newcomers are welcome. Books 
are available at the circulation 
desk while supplies last and are 
recommended to be read be-
forehand, Mission Hills Branch 
Library, 925 W. Washington St., 
free. 

Curbside Bites: 5 – 8 p.m., 
weekly gathering of gourmet food 
trucks at 3030 Grape St. in South 
Park, free.

North Park Main Street 
Design Committee: 5:30 – 7:30 
p.m., monthly meeting on the 
first Tuesday at North Park Main 
Street Office, 3076 University 
Ave.

Normal Heights Commu-
nity Planning Group: 6 p.m. on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 
the Normal Heights Community 
Center, 4649 Hawley Blvd.

Uptown Planners: 6 p.m., on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 
Joyce Beers Community Center, 
3900 Vermont St.

Tasty Truck Tuesdays: 6 – 9 
p.m., every Tuesday night Smit-
ty’s Service Station hosts several 
food trucks under their well-lit 
shade structure, live music, 3442 
Adams Ave, free.

Pajama Story Time: 6:30 – 7 
p.m., every Tuesday children are 
invited for story time fun with 
books, singing and puppets. Feel 
free to come dressed in your 

pajamas! Mission Hills Branch 
Library, 925 W. Washington St., 
free.

Friends Chill: 9 p.m. – 2 a.m., 
board games and mellow grooves 
every Tuesday at Whistle Stop 
Bar, 2235 Fern St.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
LEGO play time: 5 – 6 p.m., 

children are invited to get cre-
ative with LEGOs, Mission Hills 
Branch Library, 925 W. Washing-
ton St., free.

Stars In The Park: The San 
Diego County Astronomy Asso-
ciation hosts a telescope viewing 
session at dusk by the fountain in 
front of the Reuben H. Fleet Sci-
ence Center, 1875 El Prado, free.

Wednesday Jazz Jam Ses-
sion: 7:30 p.m., Gilbert Castel-
lanos hosts the Wednesday Jazz 
Jam Session with special guest 
musicians and surprise guests 
at Seven Grand, 3054 University 
Ave, no cover charge.

Dynamic Night: 8 – 10 p.m., 
a weekly open mic night for 
musicians at The Merrow, 1271 
University Ave., free.

ODESZA: 8:30 p.m., 21+, 
catch electronic duo, ODESZA, 
along with D33J and Kodak 
to Graph at the Casbah, 2501 
Kettner Blvd., tickets start at $10. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3
Mission Hills Community 

Garage Sale: 8 a.m. – 12 p.m., 
huge community garage sale 
throughout Mission Hills. Maps 
and addresses of participating 
homes available at Coldwell 
Banker, 1621 West Lewis Street. 
For more information, call 619-
800-1103.

Mission Hills Book Group: 
10 – 11 a.m., the group will 
discuss “The Round House” by 
Louise Erdrich. New members 
are welcome but requested to 
read the book beforehand, which 
is available at the circulation desk 
while supplies last, Mission Hills 
Books & Collectibles at 4054 
Goldfinch St., free.

North Park Farmers’ Mar-
ket: 3 – 7 p.m. every Thursday, 
parking lot behind CVS at 32nd 
St. and University Ave., free.

Kirtan musical meditation: 

CalendarofEvents

seeCalendar, page 23

On Sunday, March 30, the local epicenter of craft 
brews, Blind Lady Ale House (3416 Adams Ave., Nor-
mal Heights), will host a fundraiser for the Adams Av-
enue Unplugged. The annual acoustic festival returns 
on April 26 and 27, and to make sure the event returns 
in full force, the Adams Avenue Business Association 
(AABA) has started a kickstarter campaign, which so 
far has raised $2,501 of its $10,000 goal. Blind Lady will 
donate 20 percent 
of all sales that day 
to the Kickstarter 
campaign. Adams 
Avenue Unplugged 
has always paid 
musicians at the fes-
tival, and this fun-
draising campaign 
is vital in keeping 
it free. For more 
information and to 
find the Kickstarter 
campaign, visit 
adamsavenueun-
plugged.com.u

Adams Avenue Unplugged Blind 
Lady Ale House Fundraiser
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8:15 p.m. every Thursday chant 
and sing contemporary mantras 
celebrating love and life at Pil-
grimage of the Heart yoga studio, 
3301 Adams Ave, free.

FRIDAY, APRIL 4
Preschool story time: Every 

Friday, 10:30 – 11 a.m., Mission 
Hills Branch Library, 925 W. 
Washington St., free.

Drew Decker: 7 – 10 p.m., 
multi-instrumentalist Drew Deck-
er hosts an evening of music with 
his talented friends at Rebecca’s 
Coffee House, 3015 Juniper St.

Cinema Under the Stars: 
8 p.m. screening “Anchorman 
2: The Legend Continues,” 4040 
Goldfinch St., tickets start at $14.

SATURDAY, APRIL 5
Golden Hill Farmers’ 

Market: 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. every 
Saturday, B Street between 27th 
and 28th streets, free.

Gentle Bike Ride: 8:30 – 
10:30 a.m., join fellow cyclists 
every Saturday morning for a ride 
through Balboa Park. Meet at the 
small parking lot on the left-hand 
side as you enter the park from 
Sixth Ave. and Upas St., free.

Children’s craft time: 
10 a.m., Mission Hills Branch 
Library, 925 W. Washington St., 
free.

Emei Qigong Practice: 10 – 
11 a.m., “Master Wendy” leads a 
weekly Wuji Gong practice group 
at the WorldBeat Cultural Center, 
2100 Park Blvd., free.

Read to Speedy, the Thera-
py Dog: 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., every 
Saturday kids can develop their 
reading skills in a supportive 
environment by reading aloud to 
a therapy dog named Speedy, Mis-
sion Hills Branch Library, 925 W. 
Washington St., free.

Knitting in the AM: 11 a.m. – 
12p.m., learn how to knit, crochet 
or cross stitch, University Heights 
Library, 4193 Park Blvd. BYO 
yarn and needle, free.

Cinema Under the Stars: 
8 p.m. screening “Anchorman 
2: The Legend Continues,” 4040 
Goldfinch St., tickets start at $14.

Comedy Heights: 8 p.m., 
comedy show every Saturday 
night featuring local comedians, 
ages 13 and up welcome, Comedy 
Heights, 4590 Park Blvd., free.

Black Lips: 8 p.m., 21+, 
idiosyncratic and folk-inspired 
rock bands Black Lips and The 
Coathangers perform at the Belly 
Up Tavern, 143 S. Cedros Ave., 
tickets start at $20.

Tai Chi Chuan: 9:30 p.m., Qi 
Gong/Taoist meditation classes 

on Saturdays, as well as Mondays 
and Wednesdays at 6 p.m., Taoist 
Sanctuary of San Diego, 4229 
Park Blvd.

SUNDAY, APRIL 6
Hillcrest Farmers’ Market: 

9 a.m. – 2 p.m., every Sunday, 
Hillcrest DMV, 3960 Normal St., 
free.

Southern California Plu-
meria Cutting Sale: 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 
extensive selection of plumeria-
care and -related products, Casa 
del Prado, 1800 El Prado, Room 
101, free.

Folding Mr. Lincoln: 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m., enjoy brunch and 
a drink with Folding Mr. Lincoln 
at Rebecca’s Coffee House, 3015 
Juniper St.

Organ Concert: 2 p.m., 
music by organist Carol Williams, 
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa 
Park, free.

Lime Cordiale: 8:30 p.m., 
21+, one of Australia’s hottest 
rock bands, Lime Cordiale, per-
forms at Soda Bar, 3615 El Cajon 
Blvd., tickets start at $8. 

MONDAY, APRIL 7
Signing Storytime: 1:30 – 

2:15 p.m., every Monday teach 
your baby to sign, Mission Hills 
Branch Library, 925 Washington 
St., free.

Bankers Hill Parking Com-
mittee: 5 – 6:30 p.m., monthly 
meeting occurs on the first 
Monday of the month at Merrill 
Gardens, 2567 Second Ave.

TUESDAY, APRIL 8
North Park Main Street 

Promotion Committee: 11 a.m., 
regular meeting occurs on the 
second Tuesday of each month, 
3076 University Ave.

Old Mission Rotary: 12 p.m., 
regular weekly meeting of the 
Old Mission Rotary Club, Best 
Western Seven Seas, 411 Hotel 
Circle South.

Curbside Bites: 5 – 8 p.m., 
weekly Tuesday night gathering 
of gourmet food trucks at 3030 
Grape St. in Southpark.

Tasty Truck Tuesdays: 6 – 9 
p.m., every Tuesday night Smit-
ty’s Service Station hosts several 
food trucks under their well-lit 
shade structure, live music, 3442 
Adams Ave.

Pajama Storytime: 6:30 – 7 
p.m., every Tuesday children are 
invited for story time fun with 
books, singing, and puppets. Feel 
free to come dressed in your 
pajamas! Mission Hills Branch 
Library, 925 W. Washington St., 
free. 

Hillcrest Town Council: 
6:30 – 8 p.m., regular meeting 
occurs on the second Tuesday of 

each month at the Joyce Beers 
Community Center, in the Uptown 
Shopping Center on Vermont St.

Friends Chill: 9 p.m. – 2 a.m., 
board games and mellow grooves 
every Tuesday at Whistle Stop 
Bar, 2235 Fern St.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9
University Heights Mainte-

nance Assessment District: 4:30 
p.m., regular meeting occurs on the 
second Wednesday of each month 
at the University Heights Com-
munity Development Corporation, 
4452 Park Boulevard, Suite 104.

LEGO play time: 5 – 6 p.m., 
children are invited to get creative 
with LEGOs, Mission Hills Branch, 
925 W. Washington St., free.

Uptown Parking Advi-
sory Meeting: 5 p.m., regular 
meeting occurs on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 
Joyce Beers Community Center, 
900 Vermont St.

North Park Planning Pub-
lic Facilities, Transportation, 
Parks & Public Art Meeting: 6 
p.m., regular meeting on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, 
North Park Recreation Center, 
2719 Howard Ave.

Kensington-Talmage Plan-
ning Group: 6 p.m., monthly 
meeting held on second Wednes-
day of the month at Franklin 
Elementary School, 4481 Cope-
land Ave.

Young Lions Music Series: 
7 p.m., featuring a new “young 
rising star” chosen by Gilbert 
Castellanos every Wednesday. 
Castellanos will also join in during 
the first set, the Expatriate Room, 
Croce’s Park West, 2760 Fifth 
Ave., Bankers Hill, $5 cover.

Wednesday Jazz Jam Ses-
sion: 7:30 p.m., Gilbert Castel-
lanos hosts the Wednesday Jazz 
Jam Session with special guest 
musicians and surprise guests 
at Seven Grand, 3054 University 
Ave, no cover charge.

Dynamic Night: 8 – 10 p.m., 
a weekly open mic night for 
musicians at The Merrow, 1271 
University Ave., free.

THURSDAY, APRIL 10
North Park Farmer's Mar-

ket: 3 – 7 p.m. every Thursday 
in the parking lot behind CVS at 
32nd St. and University Ave., free.

Mission Hills Town Council 
Trustees Meeting: 6 p.m., the 
regular meeting occurs on the 
second Thursday of each month 
at Francis Parker Lower School, 
4201 Randolph St.

Kirtan musical meditation: 
8:15 p.m. every Thursday chant 
and sing contemporary mantras 
celebrating love and life at Pil-
grimage of the Heart yoga studio, 
3301 Adams Ave, free.u

among the groups least likely to 
have access.   

At $8 per hour, California is 
one of nearly two-dozen states 
with laws that call for a mini-
mum wage higher than the fed-
erally mandated $7.25 accord-
ing to the National Association 
of State Legislatures. On July 
1, California’s minimum hourly 
wage will rise to $9 and then 
$10 on Jan. 1, 2016. Currently, 
San Francisco has the highest 
minimum wage of any United 
States city at $10.74 an hour. 

“Almost 40 percent of all 
working age households in San 
Diego County cannot afford 
to meet basic needs without 
public or private assistance. 
This figure was 30 percent in 
pre-recession 2007. We’re going 
in the wrong direction,” Gloria 
stated in the release. “No one 
who works hard at a full-time 
job should be unable to pay for 
their shelter or food.” 

In an emailed statement, 
Mayor Kevin Faulconer dif-
ferentiated between raising the 
minimum wage federally and in 
San Diego.

“I agree with the fed-
eral plan to raise the nation’s 
minimum wage,” Faulconer 
stated. “I believe this approach 
will benefit San Diego small 
businesses and protect jobs by 
ensuring our city remains on a 
level playing field with the rest 
of the country. I have concerns 
about any proposal that puts 
our city at a competitive dis-
advantage against other cities 
and believe any local proposal 
should undergo an independent 

3rd party economic analysis to 
evaluate its impacts to our abil-
ity to attract, retain, and grow 
jobs on San Diego.”

While many agree that alle-
viating poverty is an important 
goal, there are those who argue 
that raising the minimum wage 
will ultimately raise prices, 
harm employees and drive busi-
ness away from San Diego.  

“They’re doing the wrong 
thing, because when companies 
go out of business there will 
be a tax base problem,” said 
Arne Holt, proprietor of Caffé 
Calabria in North Park, who 
employs 33 people in three 
different companies. “We will 
survive, but employees will 
absolutely get laid off and cus-
tomers will have to pay higher 
prices.”

Joseph Sabia, an associ-
ate professor in San Diego 
State’s economics department 
espoused a similar theory in a 
March 2014 paper published by 
the Cato Institute, a libertarian 
think tank.

“The minimum wage fails 
to reduce net poverty be-
cause of its adverse ef fects on 
employment and poor ability 
to target workers living in 
households below the poverty 
threshold. Worse, focusing 
on minimum wage increases 
to alleviate poverty diverts 
attention from public policies 
that promote employment 
and incentivize human capital 
investment that are far more 
ef fective ways to raise incomes 
and alleviate poverty,” 

The Council President’s 
report and related documents 
are available online under Item 
2 at docs.sandiego.gov/ccagen-
da_edir/edir140324.pdf.u
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