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By Monica Medina
SDUN Reporter

Most mornings you’d find 
Margaret Huffman directing 
traffic along an unassuming 
alleyway in Hillcrest. She’d be 
the one making sure every car 
entered the one-way alley from 
the correct side of the street, 
unloading its passengers in a 
prompt manner and then making 
a hasty exit. In other words, no 
dilly-dallying.

Huffman wasn’t afraid to 
chastise anyone who didn’t 
follow the rules—her rules—or 
anybody who dawdled too long. 
She’d even have a car towed, if 
need be. Anything to keep the 
alleyway clear and the operations 
streamlined for her nursery 
school.

The aforementioned nursery 
school is none other than the 
prestigious, highly lauded Fleur 
de Lis Nursery School. For near-
ly a century, it has been quietly 
developing a stellar reputation 
educating San Diego’s young, 
ages two to six. Until last month, 
its director was Huffman, a pe-
tite woman with a pixie haircut, 
merry eyes and an impish grin. 

She came to the school in 
1970, and as director she’d do ev-
erything from managing the vi-
sion and mission of the nursery 
school and ensuring the quality 
of the curriculum, to performing 
such chores as mopping floors 
and unclogging toilets. Once she 

Margaret Huffman 
bids farewell to 
Fleur de Lis
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By Hutton Marshall
SDUN Editor

This year, more than 5,000 children 
will spend time living in San Diego’s fos-
ter care system. Each child is assigned 
to a lawyer and a social worker tasked 
with the tireless job of representing the 
youth as they’re navigated through the 
system. Both positions have a reputa-
tion of daunting workloads, and for 
good reason. Each lawyer in the foster 
care system represents an average of 

200 children at any given time. A 
caseload of 40 or 50 families isn’t 
uncommon for a social worker. 
Understandably, this can leave the 

foster child feeling a little short-
changed.

That’s where CASAs, or 
Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocates, come in. There’s 
about 1,000 in San Diego, 

all of whom are volunteers. They’re each 
assigned to just one child or family at a 
time. Formally, their job is to appear in 
court a couple times a year to give their 
personal take on the situation, free of 
court jargon and the burden of dealing 
with a hundred other cases. But CASAs 
do much more than that. They fill a 
much needed gap in the many chal-
lenges not accounted for by the foster 
care system—the problems that every 
child faces, but might not have an adult 
there to see that they’re helped. A CASA 
is a much-needed human relationship in 
a foster care system that’s often tumul-
tuous for children in their developing 
years.

It’s a difficult job, sometimes com-
prised of interaction with children and 
their families that see a CASA as noth-
ing more than another cog in a machine 

Helping one foster child at a time for a quarter century
South Park resident passes the 25-year mark as a volunteer advocate for San Diegan foster children

By Hutton Marshall

This year, more than 5,000 children 
will spend time living in San Diego’s fos
ter care system. Each child is assigned 
to a lawyer and a social worker tasked 
with the tireless job of representing the 
youth as they’re navigated through the 
system. Both positions have a reputa
tion of daunting workloads, and for 
good reason. Each lawyer in the foster 
care system represents an average of 

200 children at any given time. A 
caseload of 40 or 50 families isn’t 
uncommon for a social worker. 
Understandably, this can leave the 

foster child feeling a little short-
changed.

Court Appointed Special Ad
Sheryl Greaves (Courtesy of Sheryl Greaves)

The South Park Luminaria Tree from the 
First Light event (Photo by Bonnie Nicholls)

By Morgan M. Hurley
SDUN Assistant Editor

South Park’s quarterly walk-
abouts have become popular social 
events for local residents, gaining 
broader notoriety with each pass-
ing event. The obvious intention of 
the walkabouts is to bring people 
together and help support the local 
businesses, and indeed they do.

Earlier this year, the South Park 
Business Group (SPBG) applied 
for a grant with the City to assist 
them with their marketing efforts to 
increase their visibility and attract 
an even greater number of shoppers 

and diners from around the county.
While the neighborhood’s 

holiday walkabout had always in-
cluded hundreds of dollars’ worth 
of holiday lights installed along the 
South Park business corridor, this 
year as part of the grant proposal, 
they decided to kick things up 
a notch.

On Sunday, Dec. 1, the 
SPBG launched “Lumi-
naria,” described by an 
organizer as a “season of 
holiday lights in historic 
South Park.” It is com-

Neighborhood establishes a new holiday tradition
Illuminating South Park
(l to r) Interim Mayor Todd Gloria, owner of South Park’s Make Good Sophia Hall and local resident 
Tim Parks at the inaugural First Light event, part of South Park’s Luminaria celebration (Photo by Jon Hall)
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By Jessica Dearborn
SDUN Reporter

Presented by the Pacific Arts 
Movement (Pac-Arts), the 14th 
Annual San Diego Asian Film 
Festival opened November 7 and 
ran through the 15th, showcasing 
many diverse and culturally rich 
independent films in addition to 
speakers and workshops ground-
ed in the arts and new media.

The festival traces its roots 
back to August of 2000, when 
the Asian American Journalists 
Association held a film festival as 
a fundraising event. Realizing its 
huge potential, the association 
decided to make the film festival 
into an entity of its own.

Former San Diego news an-
chor Lee Ann Kim is the founder 
of the SDAFF, the Executive 
Director of the Pacific Arts Move-
ment and the driving force behind 
the annual festival’s success. After 
teaming up with writers, film-
makers, journalists, and the like, 
the SDAFF is the second largest 
presentation of Asian cinema in 
the United States, showcasing 140 
films from 15 countries.

Brian Hu, a North Park 
resident with a doctorate in film, 
has been the SDAFF’s Marketing 
Director for three years. He spoke 
of the festival’s roots and Kim’s 
motivation behind the festival.

“Lee Ann wanted to give a 
voice to the Asian filmmaking 
community,” Hu said. “The festival 
has grown to become the largest 
exhibition of Asian films on the 
West Coast.”

Hu described his role as, “A 
fancy way of saying I pick the 
movies. I scout for new films by 
upcoming Asian film makers that 
will promote discussion in the San 
Diego area.”

This year’s opening night was 
held at the historic Birch North 
Park Theatre. The largest venue 
SDAFF has had yet, they were 
looking to find a place that would 
hold a greater capacity and “create 
a sense of festivity,” explained Hu. 
“With all the bars and restaurants 

in North Park, it seemed like a 
great fit.”

The opening night’s film was 
“Finding Mr. Right” (Official 
Selection, 2013 Udine Far East 
Film Festival), directed by Xue 
Xiaolu, and starring actress Tang 
Wei (Best Actress, 2013 Shanghai 
Film Critics Awards). Finding Mr. 
Right is a sincere, captivating and 
honest story about a spoiled, self-
serving young woman who comes 
to America from China while 
pregnant, forced to learn her own 
independence as she forges a new, 
unfamiliar life. The story evolves 
fluidly, and the characters are 
believable and compelling.

By introducing the audience to 
a foreign film that broke the mold 
with its compelling story line and 
flawless character portrayals, it 
served as an intimate and creative 
way to open the festival. The lead-
ing actress, Teng Wei, has a way 
of gripping your heart and draw-
ing you into the story. 

Xiaolu’s feature film debut 

came in 2010 with the Chinese-
Hong Kong drama “Ocean’s 
Heaven” starring Jet Li in what 
was billed as his first role in a dra-
ma film. She is also an associate 
professor and master instructor 
in the Department of Literature 
at the Beijing Film Academy and 
a volunteer with Beijing Stars and 
Rain, which works with autistic 
children. 

Hosted at the newly chris-
tened San Diego Central Library, 
the closing night’s film was 
“Documented,” (Audience Award 

[Documentary], 2013 Hawaii 
International Film Festival) by 
filmmaker and immigration activ-
ist, Jose Antonio Vargas. Vargas is 
a prolific storyteller, and a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist who 
didn’t know he wasn’t a United 
States citizen until he applied 
for his driver’s license when he 
was 16. Vargas decided to reveal 
his status as an “undocumented 
immigrant” by writing an essay 
in 2011 for The New York Times 
Magazine. 

Vargas explained that he’s 

been writing since he was 17, 
shortly after finding out about his 
status as an undocumented immi-
grant, which played a large role in 
his entrance into journalism.

“The only reason I became 
a journalist was because when 
you’re a journalist you have a 
byline, and so I figured if this 
country says I can’t be here be-
cause I don’t have the right kind 
of paper, then, what if I’m on the 
paper?” Vargas said. “So I thought 

San Diego Asian Film Festival continues to grow

(l to r) “DOCUMENTED” Director Jose Antonio Vargas and SDAFF Executive Director Lee Ann Kim (Photo by Jose Bucud)

see SDAFF, page 5
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By Hutton Marshall
SDUN Editor

The City of San Diego has $179.4 
million budgeted for its Capital Improve-
ments Program (CIP) in 2014.

With that considerable amount of 
money on the table for improvements and 
construction on streets, buildings, sewage 
and all the other civic capital considered 
“infrastructure,” one can safely assume 
that quite a few of these projects should 
get underway. One issue, however, is the 
ability of the average San Diegan to track 
these projects and stay in the loop.

For example, say a resident living in 
North Park submitted a request for their 
sidewalk to be repaired. A few months 
go by, maybe even a year, and they want 
to learn how the project is coming along. 
Aside from calling up city employees until 
the correct person is tracked down, it 
would be difficult to find any answers. 

While there are city staf fers tasked 
with providing this type of data to the 
public, none have the time or resources 
to provide constant updates on the 
1,000+ proposed, planned or current 
infrastructure projects to every resident 
who wants them. Citizens want to know 
the status of projects in their neigh-
borhoods, or simply that their voice is 
being heard. The City wants to make the 
information available to those who want 
it, but there’s one glaring problem: the 
enormous amount of data to sort through 
in order to do so.

Last year the City estimated there was 
approximately $898 million worth of capi-
tal improvement projects to be done. The 

assessment process is still taking place to 
measure what that number is today. How-
ever, in order for the information to really 
be useful, the projects need to be not only 
identified, but also constantly updated.

It’s a daunting problem, but about a 
year ago, a group of civic-minded web de-
velopers, known within our city limits as 
Code for San Diego, decided to address 
the issue by attempting to make this infor-
mation accessible online.

Code for San Diego’s leader, their 
“brigade captain”—he promises he didn’t 
choose the title—is Jeffrey Johnson, an 
Oceanside resident who specializes in de-
veloping open source apps used by cities.

“The citizens have no insight into [on-
going CIP projects] at all,” Johnson said. 
“That’s what we’re trying to do, to make 
that sort of information easier for people 
to digest and know when their roads 
are going to get ripped up, or when this 
building is going to get built or what’s the 
status of this project.”

While infrastructure is the first big 
issue Johnson and Co. have chosen to 
tackle in the name of civic open data, 
much of the group evolved out of Open 
San Diego, an informal organization that 
Johnson described as “a broader group 
for people interested in open government 
who aren’t necessarily practitioners in 
implementing it in the software way.”

Code for America, a San Francisco-
based 501(c)3 started in 2009 that helps 
cities utilize web developers and leverage 
technology for civic engagement projects, 
reached out to Open San Diego about 
forming a Code for America “brigade,” 
which is a volunteer arm run autono-

mously in individual cities. With the 
formation of Code for San Diego, Johnson 
and other technical minds the opportunity 
to explore open data in a very project-
oriented manner. All they had to do was 
work for free.

So around March 2013, they got 
to work on an interactive visualization 
that would show the details of ongoing 
infrastructure projects in the city’s limits. 
The final version of this, which is still in 
the development stages, is expected to be 
rolled out in February.

Councilmember Mark Kersey, deemed 
the chair of the newly created infrastruc-
ture committee around the same time 
Code for San Diego came to be, has 
worked closely with the web developers 
on the project, pushing the need for trans-
parency on a fundamental level.

“This data belongs to the people and 
the default should be that the data is 
made public,” Kersey said. “Obviously 
there’s got to be exceptions—certain pri-
vacy issues that have to be kept in mind—
but for the majority of the data that the 
city has, it belongs to the public and the 
public should have access to it.”

Kersey said that although the work 
Code for San Diego is doing is in a 
preliminary phase, it sets a precedent of 
utilizing technology in the push for open 
data.

“I think this is really a model going 
forward for how the City can better inter-
act with its citizens,” Kersey said. 

The current website is infrastructure.
opensandiego.org, which visualizes cur-
rent San Diego infrastructure projects, 
although the information is outdated—

almost eight months old—according to 
Johnson. The website coming in February 
will still base itself around an interactive 
map, but seeks to be much more data 
rich, providing a timeline showing each 
phase of planning and construction, and 
allowing users to sort through projects by 
council district, phase, or asset type, such 
as buildings or transportation. So far, 956 
projects exist on the current site.

Johnson hopes to incorporate even 
more information, from requiring onsite 
project managers to provide updates to 
go on the site, to showing the funding 
sources for each project. The site could 
even be used as a voting system for the 
prioritizing of projects in the preliminary 
stages.

Despite its great potential, the prob-
lem as to who will see to the site’s upkeep 
still remains. Johnson, like most of the 
others involved with Code for San Diego, 
have full-time jobs. Running a site like 
this would likely require the creation of a 
full-time position and an open data policy 
ensuring information is constantly provid-
ed. Johnson hopes to see something along 
the lines of Donna Frye’s role in Bob 
Filner’s administration as director of open 
government, but more tech-oriented. He 
suggested “chief data officer” or “chief 
innovation officer,” but the creation of a 
position along these lines would be up to 
the incoming mayor.

“We would hope that this new officer 
takes on this kind of stuff inside City 
Hall,” Johnson said. “The main thing is 
open data, to get a priority placed on that, 
with the city publishing their data by 
default.”

Kersey recently authored a draft of 
an open data policy—with Johnson doing 
the bulk of the legwork, according to 
Kersey—that is currently under review by 
the Rules Committee. While preliminary, 
the report looks at open data policies ad-
opted by other major U.S. cities, such as 
Washington D.C., Boston and Chicago. 

For more information on Code for San 
Diego, visit codeforsandiego.org.u

Local web developers pave the way for 
infrastructure project transparency
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LUMINARIA
FROM PAGE 3

SDAFF
prised of two specific special events—
First Light and the Luminaria Holiday 
Walkabout—as well as a new tradition, a 
residential holiday lighting contest.

The inaugural First Light attracted hun-
dreds of people, including Assembly Major-
ity Leader Toni Atkins and Interim Mayor 
Todd Gloria both speaking at the event.

“Tonight we are celebrating the light 
and the artistry, the character and joy of 
the holiday season with our neighbors 
and friends here in South Park,” Gloria 
said. “And we welcome others from 
throughout San Diego to celebrate Lumi-
naria with us throughout this December. 
It is my honor to join with you to be with 
you on this First Light event.”

SPBG vice president and South Bark 
Dog Wash co-owner Donna Walker 
acted as emcee for the evening, which 
also included songs from the McKinley 
Elementary School choir and awards for 
the holiday lighting contest.

“Witnessing people coming out of 
their homes and gathering together in 
the center of South Park filled my heart 
with love and brought on a sense of nos-
talgia for a simpler time,” Walker said.

The SPBG teamed with local art-
ist Todd Williams to create the event’s 
intentional centerpiece—the South Park 
Luminaria Tree—which was unveiled and 
lit by Gloria at the intersection of Fern 
and Grape streets, considered to be the 
geographic center of the neighborhood.

Made from recycled wood and metal, 
the tree is “unique and quirky, like 
South Park,” Walker said.

One of the many reasons South Park 
is considered unique is because many 
of its businesses sit side by side with 
homes and apartment complexes, a 
factor that motivated organizers to get 
locals more directly involved.

“We wanted to encourage the residents 
to decorate their homes and doors so the 

lights of South Park would spread along 
the entire corridor from north to south,” a 
spokesperson for the SPBG said.

Area businesses then contributed 
items to be included in gift baskets for 
each of the winners and local realtors 
formed a committee of judges. Atkins 
announced the winners at First Light.

“From Kalmia Street on the north to 
Ash Street on the south … There are lots 
of wonderfully decorated homes for you 
to enjoy seeing, along with the Luminaria 
lights and the brightly decorated store-
fronts,” Atkins said before presenting the 
winners with their gift baskets.

Winners included: Best Door – the 
Nelson family at 1707 Fern St.; Most 
Original – Hortensia Juarez at 1920 Fern 
St.; and Best Overall – Laura at 1707 
Fern St.

As with this year’s inaugural First 
Light, Luminaria will always kick-off on 
the first Sunday following Thanksgiving, 
while the annual holiday walkabout will 
still fall on the first Saturday of Decem-
ber each year. Organizers expect the 
holiday lights and garlands on residents 
and businesses along the corridor to 
stay in place for visitors to enjoy until 

after the first of the year.
The new revamped holiday walkabout 

is planned for Saturday, Dec. 7, from 6 
– 10 p.m. This year’s attendees will be 
greeted by a myriad of shops along the 
corridor decked out in holiday cheer, 
each offering holiday-themed specials, 
music and refreshments. In addition, the 
Peace on Earth Carolers will be roving the 
streets in Victorian attire, the San Diego 
Mandolin Orchestra will performing at 
The Grove on Juniper Street, and a free 
trolley will be shuttling shoppers up and 
down the streets of the neighborhood.

Members of the SPBG said they hope 
Luminaria becomes a longstanding annual 
holiday tradition, not only for the neigh-
borhood, but also as a destination for 
residents from all over San Diego County. 
There is already discussion to increase the 
footprint of the lighting contest and add 
a holiday “giving” component in future 
years as the program expands.

“We hope people are drawn to South 
Park to witness the brilliance and beauty 
of the lights and fall in love with it like 
we all did,” Walker said.

For more information, visit south-
parkscene.com.u

that I could write my way into America. I 
thought, ‘why don’t I write these stories so 
my name will be in the paper,’ and it was a 
way of saying, ‘I’m here, look at me! I exist 
on this paper.’ It’s not a green card, it’s not a 
passport, but it’s a paper.” 

With hope of a better life, Vargas was 
sent to America from the Philippines by 
his mother at the age of 12 to live with his 
grandparents. He and his mother have not 
been able to see each other for 20 years 
due to immigration factors. Namely, that his 
mother cannot come to the United States as 
she was denied a tourist Visa. “Because she’s 
not wealthy enough to come, she’s in line 
with other immigrants, so it will be at least 
another 12 years,” Vargas explained.

Knowing the risks of being denied 
reentry back into the United States, Vargas 
couldn’t leave the country to film footage of 
his mother, so he sent a camera crew in his 
place. 

“People are very unique, but to me, that’s 
the American story, right? We all come here 
on different dreams. And that’s why I think 
it’s important that we tell these stories,” 
Vargas said. “That’s why it’s important that 
we challenge our notion.”

Documented was co-directed by Ann 
Lupo, a graduate of NYU’s Tisch School 
of the Arts, and edited by Sabrina Schmidt 
Gordon. Both were part of the crew that trav-
eled to the Philippines to shoot the footage of 
Vargas’s mother. 

The closing night also served as a 
fundraiser for the Philippines typhoon relief 
effort. They generously donated 100 per-
cent of their proceeds to “Typhoon Relief 
through Gawad Kailinga to send 200,000 food 
packs to victims and Operation Samahan, a 
locally-based health center working directly 
with medial teams in the Philippines in the af-
flicted areas,” as stated on SDAFF’s website.

For more information on the films that were 
shown during the 14th Annual San Diego Asian 
Film Festival, visit festival.sdaff.org/2013/.u

The South Park home of Hortensia Juarez, winner of the "Most Original" category in South Park's 
lighting contest (Courtesy of SPBG)
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HUFFMAN
even had to use a garbage can 
to remove a pesky snake from 
its premises. In other words, 
Huffman, whose last day on the 
job was November 27, gave her 
all to run the school, from top to 
bottom. 

“This is probably one of the 
best schools around,” she said 
with pride. “Beverly Jensen [who 
is taking over as the school’s di-
rector] and I have been running 
it like a mom and pop shop. I’ve 
got six parents, whose children 
come here now, that I took care 
of as children when they were 
here. I had a couple that met in 
my two-year-old class, married 
and brought their two kids back 
to us. That is what’s good about 
this place. They come back.”

Another key to Huffman’s 

success has been the consisten-
cy among the staff. Largely due 
to her leadership style, much 
of the staff, like Huffman, have 
an extensive history with the 
school.

“Bev’s been here 40 years, 
almost as long as me,” Huffman 
explained. “Kathy Browne, our 
pre-K teacher has been here 
since 1987. A lot of the other 
teachers have been here 20, 25 
years, and that’s not unusual. 
They stay here because they like 
me, and I’m not patting myself 
on the back. Overall, I’m an easy 
boss. I treat people like I want 
to be treated. Maybe sometimes 
I’m a little too easy, but the repu-
tation and how long I’ve been 
here has to say something.”

It certainly does. Parents 
and children alike revere the 
Fleur de Lis Nursery School. 
Not only do the children grow up 
and often end up enrolling their 

own children in the school, but 
some also have been compelled 
to write about their love for the 

school on their college applica-
tion essays. One described it as 
a place “where I first learned to 
imagine, [and] where I cultivated 
my childlike curiosity.”

These days, a reputation 
can be made or lost on Yelp or 
Google. Happily for Huffman 
and the school, comments from 
parents have been overwhelm-
ingly positive:

“[Margaret Huffman] has 
been there for an eternity and 
is a virtual Margaret Thatcher 
in leadership, knowledge and 
strength but with a bit more 
personality! She is an inspiration 
to everyone around her.”

“Both of our girls have 
thrived in no small part due to 
the enriching, loving and idyllic 
experiences they had each day 
at FDL.”

Born in 1939, Huffman hails 
from England. Her own child-
hood was spent in the shadows 
of World War II, a life that con-
sisted of playing in bomb shel-
ters, air raids and food rationing. 
She ended up in San Diego by 
way of Canada and soon found 
employment as a teacher’s aide 
at Fleur de Lis.

“I was hired because the 
director at the time, Patricia Nel-
son, liked British people,” Huff-
man recalled. “She thought we 
were good at cleaning potbelly 
stoves. We could teach the kids 
and do the dirty work, too. I’d 
get down and dirty sweeping the 
floors and I’m still doing it.”

Huffman’s been described as 
quite a character by those who 
know her well, no doubt because 
of her easy-going nature coupled 

with her wicked sense of humor. 
“I’ve got a strange personal-

ity,” she admitted. “I’ve got a dif-
ferent sense of humor than most 
Americans have. Some of us are 
too outspoken, and I’ve gotten 
myself in trouble for it. One dad, 
he’d come in shorts most of the 
time. One day he comes in pants 
and I say, ‘I’m not used to seeing 
him with his pants on.’ They take 
it the wrong way, but I mean 
well. Those are the things that 
get me in trouble. It’s innocent 
trouble, but if you don’t have that 
sense of humor sometimes it can 
get a little borderline. Someone 
called me a little Mary Poppins. 
I don’t know if that’s a compli-
ment.”

With one day left on the job, 
Huffman appears misty eyed as 
she shares plans for the next 
phase of her life.

“First, I’m going to go home 
and cry,” she said. “I’m going 
to miss the people here, but it’s 
time. Things are changing. My 
husband has been retired for 
a long time so we’re going to 
travel. I’m 74 and it’s time.”

There’s one more thing she’d 
like to do in retirement. 

“I’m going to come back and 
volunteer,” Huffman stated, add-
ing in a conspiratorial whisper, 
“If they’ll let me.” 

Knowing how much she’s 
accomplished for the school 
and how well loved she is by 
the Fleur de Lis families and 
staff, and knowing the legacy of 
excellence she leaves behind, 
one can’t help but think they’ll 
welcome her back with open 
arms.u

(l to r) Margaret Huffman as she retires from the Fleur de Lis Nursery School in Nov. 2013. (Photo by Monica Medina) 
A photo taken of Huffman in the ‘90s, after two decades at Fluer de Lis (Courtesy of Margaret Huffman)
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The answer: “Yes.” Drivers 
can kill cyclists and “get off.” 
For example, on April 12, a 
40-year-old driver was heading 
up Montezuma Road toward San 
Diego State. 63-year-old cyclist 
Charles Gilbreth was snug in the 
bike lane, probably feeling safe, 
as we bikers naively do. The 
driver, unable to lawfully pass 
a bus crawling up Montezuma, 
decided to pass the bus on the 
right, in the bike lane, rear-
ending and killing Gilbreth. The 
driver was charged with misde-
meanor vehicular homicide, and 
on June 17, he pleaded guilty to 
a misdemeanor unsafe passing of 
a bicycle and was sentenced to 
180 hours of public service.

In 2011, a teenager rear-ended 
and drove over 49-year-old John 
Przychodzen, killing him. The 
police issued only a $42 ticket for 
an unsafe lane change.

Then, in Nov. 2012, a driver 
heading north on the two-lane 
coastal highway in Santa Cruz 
bolted across both lanes killing 
Joshua Alper, a 40-year-old librar-
ian cycling south in the bike 
land. The driver wasn’t charged; 
he wasn’t cited.

I am not making these up.
The latter two incidents come 

from a recent New York Times 
article (Nov. 11, 2013). The take-
away: Unless a driver is drunk or 
flees the scene, he or she can kill 
a cyclist and not be prosecuted. 
If prosecuted, it will be for a mis-
demeanor—think traffic ticket.

In the Times article, the 
author lists a number of sober-
ing examples from around the 
country, all of bike riders mind-
ing their business, riding legally 
yet killed at the fault of drivers, 
whether by blindly passing on 
the right into a bike lane, losing 
control of their vehicle, crossing 
a highway or illegally parking in 
a bike lane. 

I ride my bike every day. I 
ride in bike lanes and I do so 
believing some imbecile won’t 
drive into my lane and kill me. 
I realize I’d be dead and he 
wouldn’t, but can you imagine 
how pissed off I would be to 
learn that the driver at fault got 
off with nothing more than a 
wrist slap or a fine?

We cyclists cause many of our 
own problems by ignoring traffic 
laws, blowing through stop signs 
and riding on the wrong side of 
the road (the most dangerous). 
Yet studies performed in Ari-
zona, Minnesota and Hawaii sug-
gest drivers are at fault in more 
than half of cycling fatalities. The 
evidence we have from car-bike 
incidents support the belief that 
drivers— even when clearly at 
fault—can kill with impunity un-
less drunk or fleeing the scene. 
Why? Inbred prejudice against 
bikers, a car culture that has 
driven our economy since WWII 
and a justice system that favors 
drivers despite traffic laws that 
apply equally to automobiles and 
bicycles. The same obligations, 
the same protections.

Enough complaining—where 
is this leading? First, our legis-
lature is worried about obesity, 
lack of exercise and pollution. 
Those in Sacramento have or-

dered more emphasis on “active 
transportation,” encouraging us 
Californians to park our cars. 
Most urban travel is between 3 
to 5 miles, which only goes to 
reinforce the growing trend of 
walking and bike riding.

How do we safely integrate 
more cyclists into already 
crowded streets with drivers 
who do not want to be slowed 
down? Two ways: make drivers 
and cyclists accept they must 
share the busy roads safely and 
respectfully. As Rodney King 
said, “can’t we all be friends?” 
The State of California doubts it.

The move now is to segregate 
bikers from drivers. First, you 
may have noticed “Sharrows,” 
bike symbols painted on vari-
ous roadways about 11 feet from 
curbs where cyclists may lawfully 
ride without getting downed by a 
car door thrown open or forced 
to ride too close to a gutter. Gov. 
Jerry Brown recently signed 
a bill mandating drivers not 
pass a cyclist within three feet. 
And, starting in 2016, SANDAG 
will build protected bikeways, 
called bike corridors, through-
out Uptown, most likely along 
University Ave. Corridors are 
another visible way to show your 
tax dollars at work and encour-
age cyclists to feel more secure 
if they leave their cars at home. 
Many people whose bikes gather 
dust in their garage find riding in 
traffic pretty darn scary.

 I know that pedestrians are 
killed in cross walks and neg-
ligent fellow drivers also mow 
down innocent drivers. But we 
cyclists ride alone when it comes 
to those who kill us escaping 
punishment. I hope sharrows or 
corridors help us cyclists. Bike 
lanes don’t. One thing is certain: 
We bikers must do our part 
by improving our safe driving 
habits. And that our police and 
courts must make those who kill 
and maim us pay.u

Do cyclists always lose?

LarabeeLaments
Dale  Larabee

FROM PAGE 3

CASA
seeking to separate child from 
parent. Even when a child is ap-
preciative of a CASA’s altruistic 
efforts, the weight of wading 
through the foster care system 
with them can be equally trying.

So when a person chooses 
to dedicate a significant part 
of their life to this—say, 25 
years—it’s notable. Cheryl 
Greaves, a marketing executive 
turned Pilates instructor living 
in South Park, has been doing 
this longer than anyone she 
knows. Most people who know 
her don’t have a clue about her 
deep-rooted place in the foster 
care system; CASAs don’t tend 
to involve themselves in the 
program for public accolades. 
When interviewed, Greaves 
seemed genuinely surprised a 
story was being written about 
what has become such a natural 
aspect into her life.

“That’s the thing about be-
ing a casa,” Greaves said. “It’s 
kind of lonely in the sense that 
you don’t really talk about it at a 
dinner party with your friends.”

In 1988, when Greaves took 
her first case, she didn’t know 
what to expect. She joined with 
a co-worker, seeing it as a good 
way to benefit the small but 
growing San Diego community. 
Greaves and the co-worker start-
ed their respective first cases 
simultaneously. The co-worker’s 
case lasted a couple years, 
and she drifted away from the 
system after it ended. Greaves’ 
case? It lasted 12 years.

“I’m kind of a loyal person.” 
Greaves said. “If I commit, I 
commit.”

The case began with two 
young girls, ages four and six. 
Both would “age out” of foster 
care by the end of the case. The 
biological mother of the first 
two had had a third child, which 
Greaves inherited into the case 
as well.

After a dozen years with 
the family, Greaves formed an 
unusually personal connection 
relative to other CASA cases. 
She still hears from them every 
once in a while.

“I know in some way I’m 
touching these children’s lives, 
and whether it shows immedi-
ately or 10 years down the road, 
it’s going to make a difference,” 
Greaves said. “And if that’s the 
least I can do in my life, then 
why not.”

While the CASA program 
is nationwide, the CASAs in 
San Diego belong to a program 
called Voices for Children. 

Commendable among the many 
CASA organizations nationwide, 
VFC has grown from ten full-
time employees 15 years ago 
to 63 staffers today. With 1,000 
CASA volunteers, they’re able to 
represent more than 25 percent 
of San Diego’s foster children.

After 25 years, 11 cases and 
a big bundle of challenges, one 
would expect Greaves, who 
escaped the stress of a 27-year 
marketing career, to be ready to 
cease being a CASA and focus 
on the relaxing work of running 
a Pilates studio. She has no 
intention of doing so. 

“How long will I continue? 
Until we’re no longer needed,” 
Greaves said without hesitation. 
“I guess when child neglect and 
child abuse no longer exist, we 
won’t have a job anymore.”

VFC President and CEO 
Sharon Lawrence shares this 
vision, aspiring to find a CASA 
for every foster child who needs 
one by the year 2016, but judg-
ing by current CASA-to-child ra-
tios, that will require more than 
tripling their current amount of 
CASAs. Still, Lawrence believes 
that by spreading awareness, 
people will be motivated to do 
something about the tragedies 
that happen every day here in 
San Diego.

“The children have often 
told me that the good times 
they have with their CASA vol-
unteer help them get through 
those really bad or really sad 
days,” Lawrence said. “If you 
think about it, foster care is 
pretty scary … having some-
body by their side is really 
important.”

CASAs spend about ten to 15 
hours a week working on their 
case, and those interested in the 
program can visit voicesforchil-
dren.org to learn about require-
ments to join the program 
and any informational events 
coming up. Currently, VFC is 
looking for men, who are much 
easier for boys in the system to 
relate to, and Spanish speakers.

“It’s definitely purposeful 
work,” Greaves said. “There’s 
5,000 children in the system, 
and they all need a voice, and 
that’s what we are.”u
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Letters

Editorial

Correction

Interim Mayor Todd Gloria’s December Update

T hank you for the article Laura Fink wrote in [Vol. 5 Issue 24] the 
Nov 22 - Dec 5 2013 Uptown News regarding David Alvarez [See “David 
Alvarez: San Diego’s Jackie Robinson”]. Her portrayal of Mr. Alvarez 
as “Rookie of the Year” certainly rings true—I wonder if there has ever 
been a less experienced major candidate for Mayor of San Diego. And I 
think that in itself is of significant concern with Mr. Alvarez’s candidacy.

Let’s pretend for a minute that instead of mayor, we are considering 
applicants for CEO of a large, complex organization, responsible for 
a multi-million dollar budget and extensive negotiations with various 
groups and individuals. If Mr. Alvarez’s resume was before us, would 
any rational person give him serious consideration? It’s nothing per-
sonal, he just does not have the experience to be considered for such 
an important role. It’s almost painful to read Ms. Fink’s article as she 
struggles to list Mr. Alvarez’s qualifications for being mayor: getting 
elected to City Council and having some roads paved seemed to be 
highlights (although I think streets all over the city are being repaved, 
is this all because of Mr. Alvarez?)

I consider myself a fairly Progressive Democrat—this is not about 
party or politics. Given the recent problems we’ve had in the mayor’s 
office, I hope we all look beyond political parties and vote for the person 

best suited (and experienced) for this important job. The mayor’s office 
is not a place for on-the-job training. I assume Mr. Alvarez is a good 
person with many good qualities. He just does not have the experience 
for this job, at this time.

David Osborne, Normal Heights Resident

[see “Might Aphrodite,” Vol. 5, Issue 24]
[To Charlene Baldridge]
Your intelligent review wowed me as much as did the performance, 

which made so enormous an impression on me that I dreamt of it that 
night, and best of all was myself inhabiting the role of Vanda.

I saw Venus in Fur in its second preview, as an usher. Since then, I 
eagerly looked for reviews, hoping to see this production captured in 
truth. I have seen at least four other print reviews; a couple good, but 
none close to your SDUN review. You did it all. They are very lucky to 
have you. 

Sincerely and best thoughts,
Bonnie Bekkenu

Toyland Parade correction and additional Information:
In the 50th Golden Anniver-

sary North Park Toyland Parade 
spread printed on Nov. 22, 2013 
(Vol. 5, Issue 24, pages 12 – 13), 
the Toyland Parade Queen was 
incorrectly identified as Lidia 
Marin, when in fact this year’s 
Queen is Tava Espinoza.

Tava Halama Espinoza was 
born and raised in San Diego. 
Having attended Patrick Henry 
High School, Tava developed 
a passion for photography and 
helping fellow students through 
the Peer Mediation Program. 

She currently is a student at San 
Diego City College, with the 
goal of earning her Associate 
Arts Degree in 2016. Tava was 
an official photographer for the 
49th Annual Toyland Parade, and 
has marched in the parade for 
the past 10 years with Vernetta’s 
Dance Studio, which she’s at-
tended since age 6.

Additional Information 
Regarding the Toyland Parade:

The 50th Golden Anniversary 
North Park Toyland Parade 

takes place on Saturday, Dec. 7. 
The parade runs from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m., starting at the intersec-
tion of University Ave. and Utah. 
St. The Toyland Parade Festival, 
located behind Birch North Park 
Theatre, runs from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

More information, including the 
route of the parade, can be found 
online at toylandparade.com.u

The 2013 Toyland Parade 
Queen, Tava Espinoza 
(Courtesy of Tava Espinoza)

Dear Friends,
This time last year, I had just been elected 

Council President for 2013 by my Council 
colleagues. It was a tremendous honor, and I 
was looking forward to advancing policies that 
would strengthen our neighborhoods and our 
economy. We began the year with a new mayor 
who accomplished little, disrupted much, and 
ultimately became a liability for our City. What 
occurred in those first nine months, well it’s 
nothing I could ever have imagined. 

When I became Interim Mayor on August 
30, it was my intention to accomplish as much 
as I possibly could in a short period of time. 
This time of year we all make our holiday lists. 
Here is a list of my Favorite Things we’ve done 
since I became Interim Mayor. 

—Our new Downtown library, the San Di-
ego Library @ Joan ^ Irwin Jacobs Common, 
opened after 30 years of planning and dream-
ing and reflects San Diego’s value of knowl-
edge, technology, literacy, and education. 

—The Convention Center expansion was 
approved which will create 7,000 permanent 
jobs and have an estimated economic impact of 
$700 million a year. 

—The Workforce Housing Offset was 

updated increasing the funding stream for af-
fordable housing options. 

—I brought forth a project list for a $120 
million infrastructure bond that includes 
$43,460,000 for street resurfacing and ad-
ditional improvements made to libraries, fire 
stations, and storm drains. This infrastructure 
bond will be considered by my Council col-
leagues next month.

—Border relations were strengthened by 
regularly scheduled meetings with elected 
officials from the Baja region as well as City 
department leaders meeting with their Tijuana 
counterparts to make our shared region greater. 

—The Prevailing Wage Ordinance was ap-
proved which is expected to result in safer and 
better monitored work sites, on-time completion, 
properly trained apprentices, and fewer construc-
tion defects, change orders, and cost overruns. 

—A reorganization of City government was 
approved which will make our City’s opera-
tions run more smoothly and efficiently, save 
time and money, and invest in the development 
of our employees.

—We unveiled a ground-breaking Climate 
Action Plan that positions San Diego as a na-
tional leader in clean energy and a clean tech 

economy.
—The City Council approved dispersing 

$6 million of collected assessments to the San 
Diego Tourism Marketing District to re-launch 
marketing efforts to draw visitors to San Diego 
and create jobs.

—Our City’s lobbyists were re-hired ending 
a nine-month period where we had no one in 
Sacramento or Washington, D.C. vying for 
resources or funding for our City. 

I know these accomplishments happened 
because of the cooperative spirit of my Council 
colleagues, our City leadership team, the City 
Attorney, City employees, and all San Diegans. 
Together, we helped our City get back on its feet 
and moving in the right direction again. There is 
more work to be done between now and March 
when a new mayor takes office, and I promise 
you I won’t be slowing down anytime soon. 

Finally, I hope you’ll be able to join me 
at the State of the City Address on Jan. 15 at 
6p.m. at the Balboa Theatre to celebrate our 
progress and envision our future. 

The year started out naughty and ended 
up nice. I wish you all a joyful and safe holiday 
season. As always, thank you for the opportu-
nity to serve. 

Respectfully,
Todd Gloria, Interim Mayoru

Toyland Parade correction and additional Information:
takes place on Saturday, Dec. 7. 
The parade runs from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m., starting at the intersec-
tion of University Ave. and Utah. 
St. The Toyland Parade Festival, 
located behind Birch North Park 
Theatre, runs from 10 a.m. to 

More information, including the 
route of the parade, can be found 
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UPTOWN BUSINESSES CREATE 
HOLIDAY DRIVE FOR DOWNTOWN’S 
MONARCH SCHOOL

Nine businesses in San Diego 
have begun collecting winter wear 
to donate to Downtown’s Monarch 
School.

San Diego’s Kool Tool, along 
with North Park’s Bollotta Enter-
tainment and Hillcrest’s Martinis 
Above Fourth, will be collecting 
new scarves, hats, beanies, gloves, 
mittens, underwear and socks 
to donate to keep students warm 
during the winter season. These 
locations will also be accepting $25 
Target gift cards to provide students 
the opportunity to shop for holiday 
gifts for their friends and family.

Opened in 1986, Monarch School 
is an accredited K – 12 school dedi-
cated to serving children impacted 
by homelessness, and provides chil-
dren with after-school programs, 
counseling, healthcare and other 
assistance.

Drop-off locations:
– Martinis Above Fourth Table 

+ Stage in Hillcrest at 3940 Fourth 
Ave, second floor

–  Bollotta Entertainment in 
North Park at 4443 30th St., Suite 
110

– Pret-a-Porter Salon & Spa in La 
Mesa at 8043 La Mesa Blvd.

– Femme Power U in Carlsbad 
located in the HeraHub at 5205 
Avenida Encinas

For more information contact 
Sher Krieger at teamshareevents@
yahoo.com

IMAYOR GLORIA TOUTS JUNIPER 
STREET IMPROVEMENTS

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, Interim 
Mayor Todd Gloria held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony along with City 
Engineer James Nagelvoort to 
celebrate the completion of 1,500 
feet of new sidewalk along Juniper 
St. between Felton St. and Westland 
Ave. This stretch in South Park, 
long been referred to as the Juniper 
Dip, received a $450,000 makeover, 
according to the U-T San Diego, 
which includes a new sidewalk, 
retaining walls, a chain-link fence 
and a new metal guard rail.

“One of the very first community 
coffees or town hall meetings I held 
as a council member in 2009 there 
was a group of young mothers who 
live on the east side of South Park 
who were demanding access to the 
west side, to the businesses that 
they frequent,” the U-T reported 
Gloria saying at the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. “They didn’t feel safe 
crossing the canyon without a side-
walk and they wanted to see some 
action done. Because of the great 
work of our city employees we were 
able to deliver a project that I know 
those women and many others will 
appreciate.”

THREE DEPUTY CHIEF OPERATING 
OFFICERS APPOINTED

In an effort to streamline city 
operations, Interim Mayor Todd 
Gloria created three new positions 
to serve as intermediaries between 
San Diego’s Chief Operating Officer 
Scott Chadwick and the directors of 
city departments. 

Director of the Public Works 
Department Tony Heinrichs was 
named DCOO of Public Works, Di-
rector of the Financial Management 
Department Jeff Sturak was named 
DCOO of Internal Operations, and 
the DCOO of Neighborhood Servic-
es will be Ron Villa, who previously 
served in an administrative role in 
the San Diego Police Department

“These individuals are all well 
suited for their new roles, and I 

trust them to work with our dedi-
cated city employees to serve San 
Diegans proudly and effectively,” 
Gloria stated in a press release. “I 
appreciate their willingness to step 
up to these leadership positions 
and assist me, our chief operat-
ing officer, and our assistant chief 
operating officer in accomplishing 
our shared goals.”

The COO reports directly to the 
mayor and is responsible for manag-
ing the city’s daily operations. 

SAN DIEGO WORLD TRADE CENTER 
CEO RESIGNS

The Chief Executive Operator of 
San Diego’s World Trade Center 
Steven W. Weathers announced his 
resignation, effective Dec. 4, citing 
“personal reasons” for his departure 
after just one year in the position.

According to the San Diego Daily 
Transcript, Weathers moved to San 
Diego shortly after Thanksgiving, 
leaving his family to join him later 
from Savannah, Georgia, where he 
served as the head of Savannah’s 
WTC. His family never made the 
move out west.

VP of Marketing Samuel R. Keph-
art will serve as interim president 
and chief executive officer until 
the WTCSD board fills the position 
permanently.

According to the press release 
announcing the change, WTCSD 
“provides comprehensive research, 
international trade services, and 
key introductions to facilitate and 
expand business opportunities for 
regional and worldwide business 
members and corporate clients.”

GREEN FLASH TO OPEN NEW LOCA-
TION IN SAN DIEGO 

San Diego’s Green Flash Brew-
ing Company announced they will 
open a new restaurant focused on 
beer and food pairings, which will 
also include a tasting room serving 
to expand the brewery’s barrel-
aged program. Eater.com reported 
that while the brewers have yet 
to announce an official location, a 
Green Flash representative said the 
new restaurant will be south of their 
current tasting room and produc-
tion facility in Mira Mesa—making 
the Uptown communities a likely 
landing point 

CITY CLERK NARROWS DOWN 
MAYORAL ELECTION DATE

KPBS reported San Diego City 
Clerk Elizabeth Maland tentatively 
narrowed down the date of the elec-
tion to replace Bob Filner to early 
February, most likely on the 4th or 
11th, although she noted that it will 
ultimately be up to the City Council 
to set the date.

The election date will be set once 
San Diego County Registrar of Vot-
ers Michael Vu certifies the results 
of the primary election, in which 
City Councilmembers David Alva-
rez and Kevin Faulconer finished 
in the top two spots. According to 
KPBS, Vu hopes to have this done 
“sometime after Tuesday, Dec. 10,” 
although he has until Dec. 17.

HILLCREST HOLIDAY POTLUCK
The Hillcrest Town Council and 

the Hillcrest History Guild are 
joining forces once again for their 
annual Hillcrest Holiday Potluck 
Dinner. The dinner will be held in 
place of the regular Hillcrest Town 
Council Meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 
10 from 6:30 – 8 p.m. at the Joyce 
Beers Community Center, located 
at 3900 Vermont St. in the Uptown 
Shopping Center. The turkey, 
gravy, mashed potatoes, stuffing, 
plates, cutlery and napkins will 
all be supplied, and attendees are 
asked to bring a vegetable dish, 
salad or dessert to share. UC San 
Diego Medical Center and Bread 
and Cie are among those donating 

food items. 
Also planned is a short pre-

sentation by the local artist who 
created the life-sized sculptures 
located at Balboa Park Drive and 
Laurel Street, of San Diego legends 
George Marston, Kate Sessions, 
Alonzo Horton and Ephraim Morse. 
For more information call 619-260-
1929.

THE CENTER GETS BIG DONATION 
FROM PRIDE

San Diego Pride has donated 
$40,000 to the San Diego LGBT 
Community Center in honor of the 
organization’s 40th anniversary. 
This “birthday gift” is part of Pride’s 
annual community giving program. 
San Diego Pride annually raises 
funds through ticket and bever-
age sales during Pride weekend 
and then distributes the support to 
LGBT-serving organizations.

“We are pleased to contribute 
funding to The Center each year 
to support the many vital services 
they provide to the community 
every day, year-round,” said Ste-
phen Whitburn, San Diego Pride’s 
general manager. “These funds are 
made possible by the hundreds 
of thousands of Pride participants 
each year, and we are grateful to 
them for helping us support our 
community for 40 years.”

The $40,000 grant will be split 
among four of The Center’s pro-
grams and the general fund, includ-
ing $10,000 to transgender services, 
$10,000 to family matters, $10,000 to 
HIV services, and $5,000 to sobriety 
programs. The remaining $5,000 
will be placed in The Center’s 
general fund. For more info, go to 
sdpride.org.

HBA SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
The Hillcrest Business Associa-

tion is seeking volunteers to help 
staff their booth at the Hillcrest 
Farmers’ Market on Sundays, from 

8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Volunteers 
would be responsible for assisting 
with set-up and tear down of the 
booth, helping  shoppers, answer-
ing general questions about the 
Market, selling HBA swag and 
promoting the many projects that 
the HBA is involved in. Those 
interested are asked to fill out an 
application online at hillcrestbia.org 
or contact Cassandra Ramhap at 
Cassandra@hillcrestbia.org or 619-
299-3330 for more information.

UPTOWN COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE 
PUSHED BACK TO JANUARY

At the Uptown Planners’ monthly 
meeting on Dec. 3, the board voted 
to push the plan update back from 
Dec. 10 to Jan. 3 to avoid overlap 
with residents traveling for the 
holidays. The Dec. 3 meeting also 
featured a lengthy, though primar-
ily informational, discussion on the 
issue of height limits in the Uptown 
community plan update.

Present at the meeting on behalf 
of the San Diego Planning Depart-
ment was Senior Planner Marlon 
Pangilinan, who presented and 
distributed the draft of a map visual-
izing height limits recommended 
by residents during a series of 
community input meetings held in 
2010 and 2011, although Pangilinan 
stated that the draft was not neces-
sarily representative of the current 
sentiments of the communities, as 
some communities had relatively 
small turnouts. The map also pre-
dated the Interim Height Ordinance 
recently passed by City Council.

Hillcrest stood out on the map as 
an area with a variety of differing 
opinions on what the height limit 
should be. At the Jan. 7 meeting, 
the planners will hear presentations 
from Hillcrest’s residential and 
business communities—which are 
generally thought to hold opposing 
viewpoints on the issue—the latter 
being supportive of less restrictive 

height limits in the name of growth 
and development. Residential 
groups, on the other hand, have 
historically favored low height limits 
as a way of preserving neighbor-
hood character.

The update isn’t expected to be 
finalized until late 2014. The Jan. 7 
Uptown Community Plan Update 
will take place at the Joyce Beers 
Community Center.

SAN DIEGO ELECTED OFFICIALS COM-
MENT ON THE PASSING OF NELSON 
MANDELA

The internationally renowned, 
former South African President and 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner Nelson 
Mandela passed away on Thursday, 
Dec. 5 after spending three months 
in a South African hospital with a 
recurring lung infection. He was 95.

Mandela spent 27 years as a 
prisoner in South Africa for appos-
ing apartheid before becoming the 
country’s first black president.

San Diego’s elected officials 
released statements following the 
announcement of the human rights 
leader’s passing by South African 
President Jacob Zuma. 

“The moment the news came I 
felt both saddened and thankful,” 
said Congresswoman Susan Davis 
(D-San Diego) in a press release. 
“While we mourn one of the world's 
most consequential contributors to 
humanitarian progress, we thank 
Nelson Mandela for what he taught 
us about sacrifice, freedom and 
equality.”

“Nelson Mandela’s resilience—
and his relentless dedication to the 
principles of justice and human 
rights—have served as an inspira-
tion to people around the world,” 
said Interim Mayor Todd Gloria 
in a press release. “Let’s mourn 
his passing but also celebrate his 
extraordinary life and his indelible 
contributions to humankind.u

UptownBriefs
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I had a Sociology professor in col-
lege whose subject of study was a 
phenomenon he called “trouble.” 
His theory: When things go wrong, 

the true social order becomes apparent. 
As an example, he told us about an experi-
ence he had in South America, following 
a devastating earthquake. He went to visit 
a government minister he’d had business 
with before. The minister was frequently 
out of his office, but he went anyway, unan-
nounced, because the phones were down. 
When he arrived at the minister’s damaged 
building, he found a tent set up outside, and 
in front of the tent was a desk. Sitting at the 
desk was the minister’s secretary, with his 
phone, which didn’t work. The professor 
announced he’d come to see the minister.

“I’ll see if he’s in,” the secretary said. 
Then he got up, went to the tent, unzipped 
the flap, entered, and then zipped the flap 
back up. Despite the noise of the chugging 
generator, the professor could clearly hear 
the secretary tell the minister he was wait-
ing outside and hear the minister’s reply.

“Tell him I’m not in,” said the minister.
The secretary came out, sat at his desk 

and announced. “I’m sorry. He’s not in.”
As disasters go, few are as much 

trouble as home remodeling. It’s a bit like 
a self-induced earthquake—there is dust, 
shaking, falling plaster, screams and shouts. 
At some point everyone runs outside. The 
electricity goes out. Inevitably, something is 
revealed—perhaps even the tattered social 
fabric of a shaken civilization. 

 When I started my home restora-
tion business, I hadn’t really given much 
thought to the potential for sociological re-
search. But over the years I’ve come to real-
ize that my job gives me a unique insight 
into the urban life in early 21st century. A 
few observations: 

FAMILY STRUCTURE: My 
introduction to North and South Park was 
through Brooklyn Heights Presbyterian 
Church, at 30th and Fir, which my family 
attended every Sunday throughout my 
childhood. The families I encountered there 
were for the most part white, heterosexual, 
with three or more children, a working 
father and a stay-at-home mother. Today, 
that “traditional” American family is not in 
much evidence. 

Among the families that have con-
tacted me, either through this column or 
through my business: gay couples of either 
sex, sometimes married, sometimes not; 
opposite-sex couples who are not married 
but who live together; single gay men liv-
ing alone; single gay men living together 
platonically; divorced straight women living 
alone; couples of different races; couples 
of different ethnicities; couples of different 
ages and so on. 

There are married couples with 
newborns; married couples with toddlers; 

married couples with a baby on the way; 
married couples with a kid in college. 
What I don’t see a lot of is married couples 
with two or more kids between the ages of 
five and 18. 

OCCUPATION: If the traditional 
family seems on life support, so too for the 
traditional occupations: bank teller, accoun-
tant, teacher, lawyer, doctor, police officer, 
store clerk. Recently, I’ve worked for a mar-
riage and family counselor, a musician who 
plays antique instruments; a tattoo artist, an 
industrial designer, an automobile designer, 
a ballet instructor, two helicopter pilots 
and one charter pilot. There are clients 
who manage their investments, clients who 
manage their grandchildren, clients who 
provide expert testimony in court cases, 
clients who are advisors to the movies. 
Many people work from home doing things 
I don’t fully understand. Ditto for those in 
the tech fields and bioresearch. Quite a 
few people are retired, which I’m sorry to 
report doesn’t involve much in the way of 
leisure. In fact, everyone I encounter seems 
to be engaged in purposeful activity all the 
livelong day. 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT:
The TV doesn’t occupy the prominent place 
it once did in the household. Bungalow 
homeowners seem loath to modify their 
house’s architecture to accommodate the 
television. In fact, two different clients 
recently told me they didn’t even own one. 
People still watch TV—statistics tell us 
that. They just never do it while I’m around. 
Perhaps they watch it on their computer, 
which has taken over as the dominant 
household electronic device. People still 
read the newspaper, or at least they read 
this column—but on their laptop. 

COMMUNICATION: Like a pesky 
virus, the preferred method of communica-
tion for the American teenager has now 
spread to the rest of the population. You 
don’t need to invade anyone’s house with 
hammer to know this. On every street 
corner you’ll see someone staring intently 
at his or her palm. It is now possible to com-
municate with your contractor, or anyone 
else who needs pestering, at all hours of 
the day or night, without speaking, without 
connecting to the internet, without opening 
a laptop, without doing anything more than 
squinting at a tiny screen and stabbing at 
tiny little imitation typewriter keys. 

Despite all this communicating going 
on, spouses never actually talk. If I say to 
the husband, “The house almost burned 
down,” I have to remember to tell the 
wife too. Perhaps if I tweeted it, texted it, 
emailed it and put it on Facebook, everyone 
would know. 

DECORATION AND STYLE: 
Many of the houses I visit would fit right 
into any historical home tour, although 
homeowners don’t often see it that way. 
Maybe they’re comparing their home 
to something they’ve seen on TV or in a 
magazine or to a very strict interpretation of 

an historic house type. Not that they don’t 
love their old house, and relish its unique-
ness, its quirks. But few attempt to recreate 
what might have once been, using antique 
and contemporary arts and crafts furniture, 
lighting, pottery, paintings, metal ware and 
rugs. I’ve come across a couple of amazing 
art collections this year, and two or three 
homeowners have had some nice pieces of 
Mission-style furniture, both originals and 
reissues. But few people put it all together 
into one harmonious environment. 

ANALYSIS: The first paper I wrote 
for an upper division sociology class left 
something to be desired. “All observation,” 
my teacher wrote, “no analysis.” I’ll try to 
do better here: I’m not sure why there are 
fewer “traditional” American families in the 
neighborhoods where they once reigned 
supreme. Maybe it’s the schools. Maybe 
it’s the small houses and small yards. 
Maybe there are just fewer “traditional” 
families left.

And maybe there were always non-
traditional families living in these neighbor-
hoods. We just didn’t notice them. One look 
at the city directories of the era and you’ll 
see that not every house was filled with two 
parents and 3.5 children. 

Some people assume residents are 
drawn to neighborhoods like Hillcrest, 
North Park and Golden Hill for the diver-
sity. But in my experience, people move to 
San Diego’s older neighborhoods for the 
charm and convenience they offer. The 
diversity just happens. What the residents 
of these once-forgotten communities have 
in common is their differences. Where 
there once was white homogeneity, there 
is now a rainbow of quirky colors. If they 
share anything else, it is their love for their 
old houses—and their addiction to their 
hand-held electronic devices.u

Who we are, how we live and why we’re here 

HouseCalls
Michael  Good

Life inside the bungalow, from 
an insider’s perspective

Different time, different type of family:  The remnants of Victorian family life, found inside the
walls of an 1880s farmhouse. (Courtesy of Michael Good)

It wasn’t all single-family housing: This house in South Park was built for an ambassador and
his many guests (Courtesy of Michael Good)

Are you following us on… 

Search for… 
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By Sandie Torres
SDUN Reporter

Santiago Orozco, Stephen 
Gentillalli, Matt Bozzone, Mateo 
Davies and Meir Shitrit met by 
coincidence, but it was this ser-
endipitous meeting that resulted 
in the blended sounds of rumba, 
reggae and samba, all of which 
can be heard in Todo Mundo’s 
new album, Conexion.

The band’s union came about 
by a leap of faith taken by Orozco, 
the band’s lead vocalist and guitar-
ist. Music found him at an early 

age when he picked up a guitar in 
his native home of Colombia. He 
would play for fun. He would play 
to see the happiness brought to 
his listeners.

Because of the joy others 
found in his music, Orozco 
decided to dedicate his life to the 
cause. Guided by a song he heard 
titled, “I wanna go to San Diego,” 
the Columbian arrived four years 
ago in San Diego and started 
playing at street fairs and farm-
ers’ markets. In this fashion, he 
gradually met and came to know 
the group’s other four members. 

This is how, little by little, Orozco 
formed what is today known as 
“Todo Mundo.”

Conexion is the band’s first 
official LP, but not their first hit as 
Todo Mundo—they took home the 
2011 San Diego Music Award for 
best world music album. Orozco 
humbly admits that the first compi-
lation was “something a little more 
organic with only three musicians 
… more like a demo.”

“World Music” is the perfect 
label for their new album. Its 
fourteen tracks encompass a beat 
that can’t be claimed by any single 

country or region.
The songs “Flying Through 

the Air” and “Freedom” both 
have a distinct reggae sound 
that transport you to Baha-
mian beaches, toes in the sand 
under the Caribbean sun, 
calypso sounds beating. If it’s 
a little salsa beat you seek, 
fast-forward to their twelfth 
track titled “Todo Mundo.” 
However, if you’re setting the 
mood for a sultry, candle-lit 
evening with your significant 
other, “Escucha Now” will be sure 
to please.

Despite its diversity, Orozco 
doesn’t like to view the album as a 
catalog of songs from around the 
world.

“[The Music] has the power to 
unite people,” said Santiago.

With this in mind, Todo 
Mundo encompassed the sounds 
of South America, Spain and the 
Caribbean into a masterful blend 
to the point that, listening to the 
album, you can’t help but to sway 
in your chair, and it’s difficult to 
stay in the chair for long. 

The smooth beat of the 
drums, bass and guitar in songs 
like “Cuba,” “Escucha Que” and 
“Yemaya” put you in a trance-like 
state, eyes closed, arms up in the 
air, the music moving you.

The message in Todo Mundo’s 
music, Santiago explained, is 
that “music puts everyone in the 
same place, under the philosophy 
that we are all the same through 
music.”

Todo Mundo is dedicated 
exclusively to creating music and, 
in four short years together, has 
been able to develop a unique 
sound. They call this new genre 
“world fusion” with Conexion be-
ing its prodigy child. It is a sound 
that no matter your religion, 
country or background, brings 
people together.

The band is currently on tour 
and will be at Gallager’s in Ocean 
Beach on Dec. 14th. Conexion is 
available on iTunes. For a full list of 
where you can find Todo Mundo, 
visit todomundomusic.com.u

Todo Mundo’s new album fuses foreign genres seamlessly
The sound of a cultural crossroads

San Diego “world fusion” band Todo Mundo (Courtesy of Monique Feil Photography);
Todo Mundo’s 2013 album, Conexion (Courtesy of Monique Feil Photography)

(Courtesy of Monique Feil Photography)
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& Happy New Year!
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Auntie Helen’s Thrift Shop
4127 30th St.

San Diego, CA 92104
619-584-8438 | auntiehelens.org

This holiday season, donate 
your gently used clothing and 
merchandise to Auntie Helen’s – 
AND come to our thrift shop to 
find fabulous gifts for your loved 
ones!

Auntie Helen’s is a communi-
ty-based, non-profit organization 
that receives funding from private 
individuals, foundations, corpora-
tions and government sources. We 
are managed by a small staff of 
dedicated professionals as well as 
many other compassionate, caring 
volunteers who run the laundry 
service and thrift shop. Without 
these monetary contributions and 
other donations and our volun-

teers, the HIV and AIDS commu-
nity would not have the benefit of 
the services we provide. Dona-
tions of many items from local 
citizens and businesses help assist 
this altruistic business with ev-
erything from cash contributions, 
medical equipment, towels and 
sheets, toilet paper, paper towels, 
cleaning and laundry supplies, 
household items and clothing 
etc. to sell in the thrift shop. All 
contributions are tax deductible 
as allowed by law.

Auntie Helen’s provides free 
laundry services for people with 
HIV and AIDS throughout San Di-
ego County who are too weak and 
sick to perform the simple task of 
doing their own laundry. We pro-
vide blankets and clothing for the 
homeless and those who many not 
have access to clean clothing.

Located at 30th St. and Polk 
Ave. in the North Park neighbor-
hood of San Diego, shopping 
at Auntie Helen’s is always an 
adventure. You’ll always find great 
buys and new inventory daily! 
When you shop at Auntie Helen’s, 
you have the peace of mind of 
knowing that proceeds from the 
thrift shop support the free laun-
dry service operated in the back 
portion of the store.

Broadway San Diego
San Diego Civic Theatre

1100 Third Ave.
San Diego, CA 92101

888-937-8995 | broadwaysd.com

Broadway/San Diego—A Neder-
lander Presentation—is part of the 
nationally recognized Nederlander 
Producing Company of America, 
one of the country’s largest and 
most experienced operators of 
live theater. Broadway/San Diego 
made its original debut as the “San 
Diego Playgoers” in 1976. For 
several years, San Diego Playgoers 
presented shows at the Fox The-
atre (now Copley Symphony Hall) 
and the Spreckels Theatre, before 
establishing a permanent home in 
the heart of Downtown San Diego 
at the San Diego Civic Theatre in 
1986, with occasional presentations 
at the other venues.

In its 37-year history, Broad-
way/San Diego has presented 
over 325 shows and events, 
including the record-setting 
blockbusters The Phantom of the 
Opera, The Producers (in its West 
Coast Premiere), Les Miserables, 
Wicked, and upcoming The Book 
of Mormon. 

Broadway/San Diego is di-
rectly connected to Broadway in 
New York, making it easy to bring 
audiences the magic of Broadway 
right to San Diego!

Bryan McNutt, M.A., 
LMFT, GC-C

Psychotherapist (MFC 52348) 
Certified Grief Counselor

3960 Park Blvd. Suite C
San Diego, CA. 92103

(619) 540-6560

Inevitably, our lives will bring 
about difficult experiences. We’ll 
face losses, crises and questions 
that challenge our sense of direc-
tion in life. Yet within these mo-
ments of turmoil, we also carry 
with us the inherent potential for 
growth and change. The path to 
healing often requires a deep-
ened commitment to fostering 
an authentic relationship with 
ourselves, others and the world 
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around us. A psychotherapist’s 
goal is to work collaboratively 
with the patient, and to help 
them understand the challenges 
and possibilities in life. Bryan 
McNutt offers psychotherapy 
and counseling for individuals, 
couples and families. He spe-
cializes in grief and loss, older 
adults, chronic and terminal ill-
ness concerns, and issues specific 
to LGBT concerns.

California Ballet
San Diego Civic Theatre

1100 Third Ave. 
San Diego, CA 92101

858-560-6741
californiaballet.org

California Ballet’s glittering 
production of The Nutcracker 
at the San Diego Civic Theatre 
is the most highly attended The 
Nutcracker in San Diego County. 
Choreographed by Director 
Maxine Mahon with Music Direc-
tor John Stubbs conducting, The 
Nutcracker is the perfect way to 
celebrate the holiday season with 
family and friends.

This year’s production of 
The Nutcracker will feature 
guest artists ABT Principal Cory 
Stearns and freelance artist Sergey 
Kheylik. Patrons can meet the cast 
at our Sugar Plum Parties immedi-
ately following the 1:00 p.m., 2:30 
p.m., and 5:30 p.m. performances.

Shows accompanied by the 
Classics Philharmonics:
• Saturday, Dec. 14 at 2:30 p.m. 

& 7:00 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 15 
at 1:00 p.m.* & 5:30 p.m.

• Shows accompanied by the 
San Diego Symphony:

• Wednesday Dec. 18 – Friday 
Dec. 20 at 7:00 p.m.

• Saturday, Dec. 21 at 2:30 p.m. 
& 7:00 p.m.*; Sunday, Dec. 22 
at 1:00 p.m.* & 5:30 p.m.*

• *A thirty-minute pre-perfor-
mance lecture begins one hour 
prior to performance.

Tickets:
• Adults: $90, $65, $55, $40 and 

children 12 & under:  $68, 
$48, $40, $30 (must be at least 
4-years old to attend)

Column One – Steve Moore 
401 University Ave. 

San Diego, CA 92103 
619-299-9074 

San Diego’s Gardenware 
Source Since 1987

Everyone loves a bargain ... 
especially when the holidays 
are upon us. This December, the 
best bargains to be found are at 
Column One! After 26 years in 
Hillcrest, we will be closing our 
doors for the last time on New 
Year’s Eve. Take advantage of our 
liquidation prices—savings of 
20 to 75 percent—on everything 
throughout the store. Gifts, gard-
enware, home accessories, statuary 
and fountains … EVERYTHING 
is priced to sell quickly! So don’t 
delay, the bargains are first-come, 
first served.  And even if you’re 
not shopping, please stop by to say 
“farewell.”  We’ll miss you!

Coronado Playhouse
1835 Strand Way

Coronado, CA 92118
619-435-4856

coronadoplayhouse.com

Coronado Playhouse is proud 
to be the community’s theater. 

Community theater is made by, 
with and for the community in 
which it is performed. We are 
committed to pursuing commu-
nity theater in the truest sense 
of the words by giving back to 
the people of San Diego County, 
including the LGBT community, 
and using our public platform 
to help those in need. This year, 
you can help support local non-
profit organizations through 
our partnerships through each 
production.

Since 1946, Coronado Play-
house, the longest-running 
community theater in San Diego 
County, has been dedicated to 
serving the community and pro-
viding top-quality entertainment. 
Our 100-seat, intimate cabaret-
style theatre has a full service bar, 
overlooks beautiful Glorietta Bay 
and is part of the Coronado Com-
munity Center.

Always vibrant, original and 
entertaining, our productions fea-
ture the highest-caliber local talent 
and production teams available. 
See all we have to offer at Coro-
nadoPlayhouse.com.

Cygnet Theatre
2410 Congress Street
San Diego, CA 92110

619-337-1525
cygnettheatre.com

Cygnet Theatre’s live “radio” 
presentation of the Charles Dick-
ens classic “A Christmas Carol” 
returns. It’s 1944 on Christmas Eve 
and you are part of the live studio 
audience as the WCYG Playhouse 
of the Air players bring the story 
of Ebenezer Scrooge and his three 
ghostly visitors to life. Complete 
with holiday music, vintage com-

mercials and live sound effects, “A 
Christmas Carol” is sure to be a 
treat for the whole family.

GIVE THE GIFT OF THEATRE!
Cygnet Theatre gift certificates 

make the perfect gift for that 
theater lover in your life. The 
certificate is redeemable for any 
theater performance at Cygnet 
Theatre. Our gift certificates are 
available in any amount and can 
be used towards single tickets or 
season tickets. Treat someone to a 
night of entertainment that they 
won’t forget!

Simply visit cygnettheatre.com 
to purchase yours TODAY!

Diversionary Theatre
4545 Park Blvd.

San Diego, CA  92116
619-220-6830

diversionary.org

The holidays are a time to get 
together and celebrate! And what 
better way than to celebrate with a 
drag queen in style! Kick tradi-
tion in the Dickens and come see 
“Scrooge in Rouge,” playing now 
through Dec. 29.

Diversionary Theatre also of-
fers an escape from the traditional 
holiday party. Located in the heart 
of University Heights, our renovat-
ed lobby and lounge is available 
for parties of 10 to 100 people. Our 
lobby halls will be decked and the 
bar will be in high spirits!

Celebrating at Diversionary not 
only is a good time but also helps 
to strengthen the arts and LGBT 
community. Have a great party 
and feel good about giving back to 
the community.
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Fiesta de Reyes
Old Town San Diego State His-

toric Park
San Diego, CA 92110

619-220-5040
 !"#$%!&!'!"()*+

Fiesta de Reyes is an experience 
you do not want to miss! You’ll 
discover three world-class restau-
rants, nineteen unique shops, an 
historic 10-room boutique hotel, an 
outdoor stage with free entertain-
ment, lush garden courtyards, and 
surroundings that create an old 
California themed backdrop.

Barra Barra Saloon offers 
unique “Californio Mex” cuisine 
and the best margarita in San 
 !"#$%&%'$(%$)*+%,-"%./0123%4525%
de Reyes Restaurant serves up 
traditional Mexican comfort food. 
Delight in the unexpected at the 
Cosmopolitan Restaurant & Hotel 
where old-world charm meets 
eclectic Americana grill cuisine 
from the ranch, ocean and farm. 

Kids under 10 eat free all day, 
every day at Barra Barra Saloon 
and The Cosmo!

Located in the heart of Old 

Town San Diego State Historic 
Park, Fiesta de Reyes is a vibrant 
dining, shopping, and entertain-
ing experience that will delight 
the whole family. Fiesta De Reyes 
6%78"("%8!29$(+%*!-"2%5):%98"%,"295%
lasts forever!

Fitness Together
,-./01*2% 3)405#(

San Diego, CA 92103
619-794-0014

 #3!""#*6!#4!&()*+7+8""8*34822"

PRIVACY, RESPECT 
9:;0<:=;0>?@AB0;A5=C>5(

These items are the corner-
stones of what Fitness Together 
is all about. We have created an 
environment where our clients 
train in luxury private suites away 
from the unwanted stares, and the 
waiting found in most “gyms.”

Our Nutrition Together pro-
gram helps you stay accountable 
to sensible food behaviors that 
enhance your transformation. For 
those seeking serious personal 
,9)"22%9(5!)!)#%5):%)/9(!9!$)5*%
guidance in a private, welcoming 
and safe studio that allows them 
to commit to, and achieve their 
wellness goals, Fitness Together is 
the answer.

Our Holiday Fitness Offer is 

your choice of nine sessions for 
$549, or three sessions for $149.

It’s a great Christmas gift, too!
– Blake and Gwen Beckcom, owners

Hillcrest Business 
?+D&*E!+!3#0F""*)8$#8*30

Taste ‘N Tinis
9$GH2*H"I822)&!"#()*+

Classic cocktail parties will 
have a fabulous sparkle this 
season, when San Diego’s most 
beloved neighborhood serves up 
a festive way to enjoy the holiday 
season. On Thursday, Dec. 12, 
from 5 – 9 p.m., take in the crisp 
winter air and holiday decorations 
while you embark on a self-guided 
walking tour of premium martinis, 
scrumptious eats and fabulous 
retail shopping at the Hillcrest 
Taste n’ Tinis. 

Each retail boutique along the 
9$/(%7!**%."%,;!)#%/<%5%8$*!:5+%
inspired martini for your sipping-
while-shopping enjoyment. Check 
off all your gifting boxes while 
enjoying the best sips and treats 
that Hillcrest has to offer.

Pre-sale tickets are now avail-
able for $20 (day of are $25) for 
pick-up at Heat Bar & Kitchen 
(3797 Park Blvd.) and Urban MO’s 
(308 University Ave.).

The Merrow
.JK.0=38E!&"8#'0FE!(
San Diego, CA 92103

619-299-7372
#4!+!&&*L()*+

Tucked away just off University 
Avenue in the heart of Hillcrest, lies 
The Merrow. Formerly The Ruby 
Room, this place has been a haven 
and a popular haunt for many 
well-known local bands & singer 
songwriters of all different styles & 
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genres. The Merrow, which is the 
Scottish and Irish Gaelic equivalent 
of the mermaid and mermen, caters 
to a much wider demographic, 
compared to some of the other 
nightlife hot spots in Hillcrest. Be-
tween their weekly karaoke events, 
open mic nights, and incredible 
drum ‘n’ bass events, this place 
always has something for every-
one. If you’re looking for a bar that 
is inviting, comfortable, not overly 
pretentious, as well as a great place 
to catch a live show, The Merrow is 
the place for you.

Hillcrest Business 
?+D&*E!+!3#0F""*)8$#8*3

54*D0I822)&!"#09*&0>4!0I*28%$'"
9$GH2*H"I822)&!"#()*+

For the holidays this season, 
give back to your community and 
let it give back to you! Every time 
you shop locally you could win. 

Shopping in Hillcrest for the 
holidays is a fabulous way to sup-
port locally owned and operated 
Hillcrest businesses. To top it off, 
every time you dine and shop at 
participating businesses you’ll be 
entered into a chance to win big.

HOW IT WORKS: Hillcrest 
retail shops and restaurants will be 
$''"(!)#%(5'="%9!01"92%9$%0/29$>"(2%
who purchase items in their estab-
lishments throughout the holiday 
2"52$)?%@!**%$/9%98"%'(""%(5'="%9!01"9%
with the required information. At 
the end of the holiday season, one 
lucky Hillcrest-shopper will win a 
Fabulous Hillcrest shopping spree 
worth over $2,000 in Hillcrest gift 
cards and services! 

SHOP Hillcrest for the Holi-
days is the best way to check ev-
eryone’s gift off your list and enter 
yourself into the gift-card drawing, 
all while supporting your local 
community. 

C8D"05$30M8!6*
N-NO0A20P$Q*30R2E%(

San Diego, CA 92104
619-295-7900
28D""%()*+

C8D"08"05$30M8!6*S" 
T&!+8!&0T$&#'0T2$)!

Looking to celebrate your 
birthday, bachelor/ette party or 
impress that out of town guest? 
Well come to Lips where the Boys 
are Men ... and so are the GIRLS!!

Whether you are joining us for 
dinner with 15 friends in our main 
showroom, relaxing with eight  
friends on our High Gloss Lip 
Couches in our Lipstick Lounge, 
or throwing a party for 60 of your 
closest friends upstairs in the Up-
per Lip Private Party Room, you 
are sure to experience the Ultimate 
in Drag Dining.

Lips San Diego is open Tues-
day through Sunday for dinner 
service and Sunday morning for 
our World Famous Gospel Brunch.

 ! Monday: Closed (the girls can’t 
shave their backs seven nights 
a week)

 ! Tuesday: Turnback Tuesdays - 
hosted By Paris Sukomi Max

 ! Wednesday: Bitchy Bingo - 
hosted by Kiki & FiFi

 ! Thursday: Dining with the 
Divas - hosted by Cher

 ! Friday & Saturday: Glamour 
Night - hosted by Tootie

 ! Saturday LATE Night: 
TABOO - hosted by
Mistress Malva

 ! Sunday Brunch: Gospel Brunch 
- hosted by Sister Nun-of-the-
Above

 ! Sunday Night: Show Tune 
Sundays - hosted by Babette 
Schwartz

@$&'0@H&D4'S"0P4$+D8*3 
R$22&**+0F)$%!+'

NUV-0U#40FE!(
San Diego, CA 92103

619-291-7722
)4$+D8*3G$22&**+()*+

Owned by celebrated ballroom 
dancer Mary Murphy, the name 
Champion Ballroom Academy 
speaks for itself! Through her 
dynamic presence on the hit televi-
sion show “So You Think YOU 
can Dance,” Mary has shown the 
nation how dedication to the art 
of dance can be a life-changing 
experience. Many world-famous 
dancers from FOX’s “So You Think 
YOU Can Dance” and ABC’s 
“Dancing With the Stars” teach 
$)%98"%485><!$)%.5**($$>%=$$(?%
Established in 1990, Champion 
Ballroom Academy’s vision is that 
dance students and professionals 

could thrive in an environment of 
comfort and community as they 
work to improve their dance skills. 
The mission of Mary Murphy’s 
Champion Ballroom Academy in-
cludes community education and 
outreach, public performance and 
quality training, while keeping in 
mind the reason people dance ... 
FUN!  The focus at Champion Ball-
room is to give students skills that 
will allow them to approach any 
:5)0"%2!9/59!$)%7!98%0$),:")0"?

The Old Globe
1363 Old Globe Way
San Diego, CA 92101

619-234-5623
#4!*2%62*G!(*&6

America’s favorite holiday fable 
returns for its 16th joyous year!
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Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas! is a wonderful, 
whimsical musical based upon 
the classic Dr. Seuss book. Back 
for its 16th incredible year, the 
family favorite features the songs 
“This Time of Year,” “Santa for a 
Day” and “Fah Who Doraze,” the 
delightful carol from the popular 
animated version of How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas! Celebrate 
the holidays as the Old Globe The-
atre is once again transformed into 
the snow-covered Whoville, right 
down to the last can of Who-hash.

The Old Globe produces a year-
round season of plays and musi-
cals on its three stages, including 
its highly regarded Shakespeare 
festival. Numerous Broadway-
bound premieres and revivals, 
such as “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,” 
“The Full Monty” and “Damn 
Yankees” have been developed at 
The Old Globe and have gone on 
to enjoy highly successful runs in 
New York and at regional theatres 
across the country.

The Old Globe is at the 
forefront of the nation’s leading 
performing arts organizations, 
setting a standard for excellence in 
American theater.

Old Town Trolley Tours
4010 Twiggs St., Old Town

San Diego, CA 92110
619-298-8687

trolleytours.com

For some people, the thought 
of Christmas means long lines 
at the store, endless baking and 
running around trying to finish 

off that famous “to do” list. But 
for others, it’s a whole different 
story. For those folks, it’s all about 
spending time with family, enjoy-
ing the holiday spirit and doing 
fun activities like the one we did 
just the other week. 

This year, Old Town Trolley 
Tours is doing a wonderful tour 
called Holly Jolly Holiday Trolley 
Tour. It’s a great activity for the 
family, not to mention a good way 
to get into the holiday spirit. From 
the moment you step onto the 
trolley, the Christmas cheer is on. 
From the colorful candy canes they 
hand out, to the uplifting holiday 
music that plays throughout the 
tour ... the Christmas spirit is 
alive and well on this adventure! 
Everyone loves the song lyric 
books that are given out, allowing 
you to sing along. The tour guide 
is also very friendly, informative 
and has lots of funny stories that 
complimented the music and tour. 
Even the guests have a great sense 
of humor ... and don’t have any 
problems playing along with the 
tour guide’s quirky Q&A games.

A major highlight of the tour is 
seeing all the fantastic Christmas 
lights on display. Garrison Street 
in Point Loma is always a nice 
touch. Other highlights include the 
Gaslamp Quarter area and some of 
the beautiful neighborhoods near 
Balboa Park. It may be a chilly 
night but the trolley will be nice 
and warm.

If you’re thinking about taking 
this tour, it is well worth it but you 
better hurry as it’s only running 
through December 23. The tour 
starts at 7 p.m. in Old Town and 
runs 90 minutes. Reservations are 
required and can be made by call-
ing 1-888-910-8687 (TOUR). Enjoy!

San Diego Symphony
750 B St.

San Diego, CA 92101
619-235-0800 (B/O)

sandiegosymphony.com

Enchant yourself this season 
with a family festival concert Holi-
day Pops at San Diego Symphony, 
from December 19 – 22.

The Symphony also offers a 
wide range of concert experiences 
and performs over 120 concerts 
each year. The San Diego Sym-
phony’s indoor performances 
include the Jacobs Masterworks 
series, offering traditional classical 
repertoire.

The newly renovated Jacobs 
Music Center is home to the San 
Diego Symphony and regarded 
as one of the finest classical music 
venues on the West Coast, adding 
to the stature and artistic growth 
of San Diego Symphony.

Recently the San Diego Sym-
phony performed a triumphant 
international tour performing to 
a sold-out house at Carnegie Hall 
and then presenting concerts in 
Beijing, Shanghai and Yantai, San 
Diego’s sister city.

Give the gift of music this 
holiday season! To order San 
Diego Symphony gift certificates 
or purchase tickets, visit sandiego-
symphony.com

San Diego Musical Theatre
2891 University Ave.
San Diego, CA  92104

619-239-8836
sdmt.org

White Christmas is back!
Based on the beloved, timeless 
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film, this heartwarming musical 
adaptation of White Christmas 
features 17 Irving Berlin songs 
with book by David Ives and Paul 
Blake. The dazzling score features 
well-known standards including 
“Blue Skies,” “I Love A Piano,” 
“How Deep Is The Ocean” and 
the perennial favorite, “White 
Christmas.” Nostalgic and charm-
ing White Christmas is an uplift-
ing musical worthy of becoming a 
year round tradition.

San Diego Musical Theatre 
(SDMT) is an award-winning, 
nonprofit theater company that 
seeks to bring vibrant musical 
theater to the San Diego commu-
nity. The mission of SDMT is to 
impact audiences by producing a 
range of classic and contemporary 
musical productions that engage 
and enhance the overall experi-
ence. SDMT’s vision is to create an 
environment where high-quality 
musical theater thrives in San 
Diego for generations to come.

Stuart Benjamin and Co. 
7510 Hazard Center Dr.

San Diego, CA 92108 
619-297-7666

stuartbenjamin.com

Stuart Benjamin & Co. proudly 
serves as San Diego’s top jew-
eler when it comes to service 
and quality. We strive to create 
unique, one-of-a-kind jewelry in 
a very comfortable, no-pressure 
atmosphere. Our staff offers 
personal service to clients looking 
for uniquely designed and crafted 
jewelry. Our service and integrity 
has qualified us to be accepted 
into the American Gem Society. 
This is a unique honor as only five 
percent of jewelry outlets in the 
nation qualify for membership.

Need your jewelry repaired or 
appraised? Stuart Benjamin & Co. 
offers on-site jewelry repair by a 
master jeweler and appraisal ser-
vices while you wait. We are more 
than happy to assist you with any 
questions or concerns you might 
have.

The Crypt
3847 Park Blvd.

San Diego, CA 92103
619-692-9499

THE CRYPT - 
PLAY NAUGHTY or PLAY NICE

We have loads of products to 
enhance your sensual experiences. 
We’ve served Hillcrest since the 
early 1980s, and now with more 
SEXY products than ever. Our 
knowledgeable staff can set your 
mind at ease helping you to discern 
the best products for your thrill-
ing sexcapades! ADULT TOYS – 
MEN’S UNDERWEAR - CORSETS 
- LUBE - FETISH GEAR - HIGH 
HEELS - LINGERIE - BONER 
PILLS - LEATHER. Fleshlights, 
Andrew Christian, Gun Oil, Lelo, 
Renegade, Oxballs, Allure Leather, 

European Corsetry, Pleaser Shoes, 
Leg Avenue, and MORE! 

You won’t believe the incred-
ible deals for the holidays!!! While 
you’re there, sign up for important 
emails to keep up with current sale 
items, and of course, super Crypt 
Cash savings! See store for details.

The Laundry Room
1955 El Cajon Blvd.

San Diego, CA 92105
619-795-9588

SDLaundryRoom.com

Fluff & Fold Baby! 
With coin-operated Laundro-

mats being self-serve, some owners 
have become lazy and don’t keep 
their stores clean and machines 
working. As a result, many people 
dread the idea of going to one. But 
now, the Laundromat business has 
undergone a revolution. Gone are 
the dingy, unsafe, boring places 
that customers dread. Laundries 
are now becoming fun and attrac-
tive service businesses that custom-
ers enjoy visiting.

The newer laundries offer Fluff 
& Fold service, televisions and 
video games. Fluff & Fold service 
is where you simply drop off your 
laundry, and pick it up the next 
day all fresh and clean. Today, 
many Laundromats are eco-friend-
ly and equipped with energy-effi-
cient washers and dryers.

The Laundry Room—located 

on The Boulevard in North Park—
where every wash is sanitized using 
their naturally created and eco-
friendly Ozone fresh water system. 
The Laundry Room is clean, safe, 
family friendly and always staffed by 
an attendant. Open from 6:30 a.m. – 
11 p.m., seven days a week, they fea-
ture Fluff & Fold service, flat screen 
TVs, free WiFi workstations, and 
lounge seating to make your laundry 
washing as enjoyable as possible.

Traveler’s Depot
1655 Garnet Ave.

San Diego, CA 92109
858-483-1421

travelersdepot.com

Established and in Pacific 
Beach since 1985, Traveler’s Depot 
has helped 1000s of travelers get 
their trips together.  Books and 
maps, packs and luggage, and all 
the travel convenient accessories 

one could dream of. The only 
thing that has changed over the 
years is higher technology in the 
products offered and innovative 
accessories, adding to the comfort 
and ease of travel. Purchased by 
a former employee, Kay Thayer, 
Traveler’s Depot remains a family-
owned and run store. The long es-
tablished tradition of assisting the 
customer endures with the help of 
a well-qualified and helpful staff.u

Happy
Holidays
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By Charlene Baldridge
SDUN Reporter

Grinches among us would 
have us believe that the Old 
Globe’s annual “Dr. Seuss’ How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas” is 
just for kids. A word to the wise 
for all aunts, uncles and parents 
out there—it is for kids, but it also 
packs an insider wallop or two for 
the adults.

For instance, when the Green 
One makes his first foray into 
Whoville dressed as a Hollywood 
producer, he surveys the scene, 
shudders and says, “What a 
dump!” Rest assured that writer/
lyricist Timothy Mason has ad-
ditional treats in store and that 
onlookers go home singing Mel 
Marvin’s melodies, which include 
“You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch.”

Now in its 16th year, the 
original production was conceived 
and directed by Old Globe Artistic 
Director Emeritus Jack O’Brien, 
who’s just staged the Lincoln Cen-
ter Theater’s “Macbeth” starring 
Ethan Hawke and featuring Byron 
Jennings, John Glover and Mal-
colm Gets as the Wicked Sisters. 
The reviews were mixed, with 
most agreeing that the Witches 
stole the show.

At the Globe, the Grinch’s 
witchiness steals the show. He’s 
everywhere, “One of a Kind,” 
sarcastic and narcissistic, out to 
steal joy from Whoville until Cindy 
Lou Who steals his shrunken 
heart (“Santa for a Day”). He is 
redeemed and discovers he’s a 
Who, too.

There was a dyed-in-the-wool 
skeptic outside the theater before 
curtain. An auntie crouched 
eye-level with a little boy, trying 
to convince him with the biggest 
spoiler of all time—the Grinch 
gives gifts to all the Who’s at the 
end of the show, his shriveled 
heart having grown three sizes. 
The Kid was unconvinced.

This kid has attended the 
show every year since its incep-
tion, sometimes dragging herself 
kicking and screaming to Balboa 
Park, yelling “I Hate Christmas,” 
but always uplifted when the snow 
begins to fall and all the Who fami-
lies come down the aisles singing 
a reprise of “Welcome Christmas.” 

You know the story penned 
by the late La Jollan Theodor “Dr. 

Seuss” Geisel: Old Max returns to 
Mt. Crumpet before his retire-
ment and ponders his servitude as 
Young Max to the Grinch. He in-
troduces the oddly shaped people 
who live in Whoville. They love 
Christmas. the Grinch steals their 
Christmas, gifts, roast beast and 
Christmas tree, and then discov-
ers Christmas is about more than 
gift giving.

Since 2003, “The Grinch” has 
been directed by James Vásquez, 
whose Globe credits include 
“Richard O’Brien’s The Rocky 
Horror Show” and whose work is 
frequently seen at Diversionary 
Theatre (“Pippin,” “She-Rantulas 
from Outer Space – in 3D!” and 
“Harmony, Kansas”). Broadway 
veteran Steve Blanchard returns 
for his third season as the Grinch. 
Taylor Coleman of Carmel Valley 
and Gabriella Dimmick of La 
Mesa alternate as Cindy-Lou Who. 
Marking his 11th appearance in 
“Grinch,” Steve Gunderson re-
turns as Old Max, and Broadway 
performer Jeffrey Schecter debuts 
as Young Max. Their duet, “This 
Time of Year,” is a highlight of 
the show. Others in the company 
are Geno Carr as Papa Who, Bets 
Malone as Mama Who, Kürt Nor-
by as Grandpa Who, and Eileen 
Bowman as Grandma Who. Music 
Director Elan McMahan conducts 
the nine-piece “Who-Chestra,” 
members of American Federation 

of Musicians of the United States 
and Canada.

As always, the show is played 
upon John Lee Beatty’s set, with 
costumes by Robert Morgan, 
lighting by Pat Collins, and sound 
by Paul Peterson. John DeLuca is 
the choreographer with additional 
choreography by Bob Richard 
and restaged choreography by 

Vásquez.
This year’s bonus vision was a 

wee girl seated on the aisle. She 
held up her Grinch doll to the per-
formers as they came down the 
aisle, then looked up in wonder-
ment, trying to catch the 
snowflakes falling around 
her. My heart expanded 
three sizes.u

WHERE: Donald and Darlene Shiley Stage, Old Globe Theatre, 
Conrad Prebys Theatre Center, Old Globe Way, Balboa Park

WHEN: Two teams of Who youngsters alternate performances, which 
take place at 11am, 2pm, 5pm and 7pm Saturdays and Sundays. 

Weeknight curtain at 7pm, running through Dec. 28. 

INFO: theoldglobe.org or 619-234-5623

TICKETS: $37+ for adults, $24 for children (17 and under)

This year’s bonus vision was a 
wee girl seated on the aisle. She 
held up her Grinch doll to the per-held up her Grinch doll to the per-held up her Grinch doll to the per
formers as they came down the 
aisle, then looked up in wonder-aisle, then looked up in wonder-aisle, then looked up in wonder

 Two teams of Who youngsters alternate performances, which  Two teams of Who youngsters alternate performances, which 
take place at 11am, 2pm, 5pm and 7pm Saturdays and Sundays. take place at 11am, 2pm, 5pm and 7pm Saturdays and Sundays. 

The cast of the 2013 production of "Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas!"
(Photo by Jim Cox)

Grinches 
beware

Steve 
Blanchard 

as The 
Grinch
(Photo 

by Jim Cox)
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I’ll cop to it. I’ve been kind of a Grinch 
for the past thirty years or so. 

I was pretty much over Christmas by 
the time I was in my mid-teens. I had a 
bad case of punk rock cynicism and saw 
nothing but hypocrisy in every gesture 
of fellowship and goodwill offered up by 
mainstream culture during the one spe-
cial time of year when you were supposed 
to stop being rapacious and self serving. 
The plastic ornaments that festooned the 
suburban tract houses and malls of my 
youth just made me sad for all the people 
who could be distracted from the empti-
ness of their lives by a handful of tinsel. 
And until recently, I was pretty sure that 
my sever case of adolescent drama had 

done permanent damage to my holiday 
cheer receptors.

Sure, I would participate in the 
gift-giving ritual, even though I felt like 
everyone would be better off exchang-
ing hundred-dollar bills with one another 
and spending the money as they saw fit, 
rather than enriching soulless corpora-
tions by buying trinkets that were very 
likely to be ignored by their recipients. 
And, yes, I would throw a couple decora-
tions around the house if I thought it 
would make someone who cared about 
such things happy. But for myself, I would 
just as well have skipped the whole af-
fair. The religious origins of Christmas 
didn’t resonate with me; and the secular, 
commercial aspects of the holiday made 
my skin crawl. I think I have had a total 
of one legitimate Christmas tree in my 
house from the time I left my parents’ 
home until now. You don’t even want to 
know what I thought about Santa Claus.

But lately, I’ve been having some 
strange compulsions that I can’t quite 
explain. It started right around Hallow-
een, when I didn’t grumble about putting 
a big fake spider in our yard. I never had 
anything in particular against Halloween, 
but I didn’t want to invest any energy 
into it either. It was fine for little kids and 
college students who wanted to dress up 
inappropriately and drink murky, purple 
liquor from a cauldron belching dry-ice 
vapors; but why would a grownup waste 
time decorating his lawn with plastic 
tombstones?

My twin girls are four and a half now, 
which appears to be the age at which 
children are most susceptible to holiday 
enchantment. They loved the lawn-spider 
(they named her “Spide-Spide”) so much 

that I happily helped them carve two 
actual pumpkins—something I hadn’t 
done in years—and, as we trick-or-treated 
in the Morley Field neighborhood of 
North Park, I took mental notes about 
the spooky tableaus our more ambitious 
neighbors had created around their 
houses, so I might steal some of their 
ideas for next year. It’s like I didn’t even 
know me anymore.

This newfound interest in holiday 
participation didn’t dissipate after Hal-
loween either. As soon as we 
put Spide-Spide and her web 
away in the garage, my daugh-
ters asked when we could start 
decorating for Christmas. Instead 
of my usual reaction, which 
would be something along the 
lines of “Ugh,” I heard myself 
telling them that we could 
begin right after Thanksgiv-
ing.

My wife was as 
surprised as I was 
to hear me suggest 
that we get an ac-
tual Christmas 
tree made of, 
you know, 
pine needles 
and whatnot, 
instead of, or 
in addition to, 
the 24-inch 
white plastic 
one we have 
been putting in 
the bay window for the last 
seven or eight years out of 
a sense of obligation. “Who are you, 
and what have you done with Ebenezer 

Scrooge?” she asked with an incredulous 
smile.

Driving and walking around with 
my kids for the past week, much of our 
conversation has revolved around holiday 
decorations. The madness has barely 
even started, but they are aware of every 
new tree that appears in a neighbor’s 
window. The lights on the overpasses 

above the 805 are “so beautiful,” and 
today while we were at Bird Park, they 

watched with fascination and 
anticipation as men with step 
ladders and extension cords 

worked on this year’s iteration 
of the “house that Christmas 
threw up on” (as my friend 

calls it) across the street. As I 
watched the monument to fes-

tive kitsch being erected, 
I didn’t get my usual 
twinge of melancholy, 

though. Instead, I 
started picturing 
how my house 
would look with a 
20-foot tall inflat-

able Frosty the 
Snowman on 
the roof.u

Am I Outgrowing My Inner Grinch?

Andy Hinds
Parent ing
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Patrick
Hammond
(619) 961-1956
patrick@sdcnn.com
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 Uptown Crossword

Sad But True Answer key, page 25

Sudoku Answer key, page 25

Uptown’s

CalendarofEvents
FRIDAY, DEC. 6

Preschool story time: 10:30 
– 11 a.m., Mission Hills Branch Li-
brary, 925 W. Washington St., free.

Cinema Under the Stars: 8 
p.m., screening “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” 4040 Goldfinch St., tickets 
start at $14.

Burlingame Holiday happy 
Hour: 6:30 – 9:30 p.m., join your 
Burlingame neighbors at Mike 
and Deb Morrison’s home (the 
first home built in Burlingame) 
for a special holiday version of the 
monthly Burlingame Happy Hour. 
Please bring drinks or treats to 
share, 3170 Maple St.

Balboa Park December 
Nights: 3 – 11 p.m., December 
Nights is the largest free com-
munity festival in San Diego, 
Balboa Park, 1549 El Prado, more 
information at balboapark.org/
decembernights, free.

SATURDAY, DEC. 7
Gentle Bike Ride: 8:30 – 

10:30 a.m., join fellow cyclists 
every Saturday morning for a ride 
through Balboa Park. Meet at the 
small parking lot on the left-hand 
side as you enter the park from 
Sixth Ave. and Upas St., free. 

Golden Hill Farmers Mar-
ket: 8 a.m. – noon every Saturday, 
B Street between 27th and 28th 
streets, free.

Old Town Farmers Market: 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. every Saturday, 
Harney St., free.

University Heights Open 
Aire Market: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. every 
Saturday, 4100 Normal St., free.

Organ Concert: 2 p.m., 
music by organist Carol Williams, 
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa 
Park, free.

Children’s craft time: 10 
a.m., Mission Hills Branch Li-
brary, 925 W. Washington St., free.

UH Library Children’s Pro-
gram: 10:30 a.m., arts and crafts 
event for children, University 
Heights Library, 4193 Park Blvd., 
free.

Cinema Under the Stars: 8 
p.m., screening “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” 4040 Goldfinch St., tickets 
start at $14.

South Park Walkabout: 
6 – 10 p.m., enjoy carolers on the 
streets, a mandolin orchestra at 
The Grove and many other local 
festivities, South Park, free.

Balboa Park December 
Nights: Noon – 11 p.m., Decem-
ber Nights is the largest free 
community festival in San Diego, 
Balboa Park, 1549 El Prado, more 
information at balboapark.org/
decembernights, free.

Opening Night of “reasons 
to be pretty”: 8 p.m., this Tony-
nominated comedy-drama runs un-
til Dec. 28, Ion theatre, BLKBOX, 
3704 Sixth Ave. For tickets and 
information, visit iontheatre.com. 
Opening night ticket price – $15.

SUNDAY, DEC. 8
Hillcrest Farmers’ Market: 9 

a.m. – 2 p.m., every Saturday under 
the Hillcrest Pride Flag, Harvey 
Milk St. and Normal St., free.

Organ Concert: 2 p.m., 
music by organist Carol Williams, 
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa 
Park, free.

MONDAY, DEC. 9
Metro CDC: 3 – 4:30 p.m., 

monthly meeting on 2nd Monday 
of the month of the Metro San 
Diego Community Development 
Corporation, Fifth Avenue Finan-
cial Center conference room, 2500 
Fourth Ave.

North Park MAD: 6 p.m., 
monthly meeting on 2nd Monday 
of the month of the North Park 
Maintenance Assessment District, 
North Park Adult Activity Center, 
2719 Howard Ave.

Uptown Parking Advisory 
Meeting: 5 p.m., monthly get 
together of the Uptown Parking 
Advisory Meeting, Joyce Beers 
Community Center, 900 Vermont St.

TUESDAY, DEC. 10
Holiday Potluck Dinner: 6:30 

– 8 p.m., join the Hillcrest Town 
Council and the Hillcrest history 
Guild for an annual potluck dinner, 
Joyce Beers Community Center, 
900 Vermont St., free. (More infor-
mation on “Briefs” pg. 9)

Old Mission Rotary: 12 p.m., 
regular weekly meeting of the 
Old Mission Rotary Club, Best 
Western Seven Seas, 411 Hotel 
Circle South.

Golden Hill CDC: 6:30 – 8 
p.m., meetings held on 2nd Tues-
day of the month, Greater Golden 
Hill Community Development 
Corporation, Golden Hill Recre-
ation Center, 2600 Golf Course Dr.

Promotion Committee: 
11 a.m., meetings held on 2nd 
Tuesday of the month, North Park 
Main Street Promotion Commit-
tee, 3076 University Ave.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11
Uptown Community Park-

ing: 5 – 7 p.m., monthly board 
meeting of the Uptown Community 
Parking District, Joyce Beers Com-
munity Center, 3900 Vermont St.

North Park Planning Public 
Facilities, Transportation, 
Parks & Public Art Meeting: 6 
p.m., Regular monthly meeting on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
North Park Recreation Center, 
2719 Howard Ave.

Ken-Tal Planning Group: 
6 p.m., monthly meeting of the 
Kensington-Talmadge Planning 
Group held on 2nd Wednesday of 
the month. Franklin Elementary 
School, 4481 Copeland Ave.

LEGO play time: 5 – 6 p.m., 
children are invited to get creative 
with LEGOs, Mission Hills Branch 
Library, 925 W. Washington St., 
free.

A Taste of the Holidays: 5 
– 6:30 p.m., as part of Academy of 
Our Lady of Peace’s “Christmas 
At Our House” Festivities, guests 
will enjoy a reception featuring 
coffees, teas and appetizers from 
local restaurants, Academy of Our 
Lady Peace, 4860 Oregon St. $20. 
Tickets available at aolp.org.

Candlelight Procession: 
6:30 p.m., as part of Academy of 
Our Lady of Peace’s “Christmas 
At Our House” Festivities, all are 
invited to walk the campus to view 
vignettes depicting the story of 
Advent and Christmas, Academy 
of Our Lady Peace, 4860 Oregon 
St. free. Email reservations@aolp.
org to reserve a spot.

THURSDAY, DEC. 12
North Park Farmers Mar-

ket: 3 – 7 p.m. every Thursday, 
parking lot behind CVS at 32nd St. 
and University Ave., free.

FRIDAY, DEC. 13
Preschool story time: 10:30 

– 11 a.m., Mission Hills Branch Li-
brary, 925 W. Washington St., free.

Cinema Under the Stars: 8 
p.m., screening “Love Actually,” 
4040 Goldfinch St., tickets start 
at $14.

North Park Historical Soci-
ety: 6:30 – 8 p.m., third Friday of 
the month board meeting, Grace 
Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Blvd.

SATURDAY, DEC. 14
Golden Hill Farmers 

Market: 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. every 
Saturday, B Street between 27th 
and 28th streets, free.

Old Town Farmers Market: 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. every Saturday, 
Harney Street, free.

Mission Hills book sale: 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Friends of 
Mission Hills Branch Library, 925 
W. Washington St., free.

UH Library Children’s 
Program: 10:30 a.m., arts and 
crafts event for children, Univer-
sity Heights Library, 4193 Park 
Blvd.

T-32, 3rd Saturday Stroll 
About: 4 – 8 p.m., stroll the busi-
nesses of Thorn & 32nd streets, 
with new events monthly, North 
Park.

Cinema Under the Stars: 8 
p.m., screening “Love Actually,” 
4040 Goldfinch St., tickets start 
at $14.

Ray at Night: 6 – 10 p.m., 
monthly art walk featuring over 
25 galleries and businesses, Ray 
Street in North Park, free.

SUNDAY, DEC. 15
Hillcrest Farmers Market: 9 

a.m. – 2 p.m., every Sunday, Hill-
crest DMV, 3960 Normal St., free.

Organ Concert: 2 p.m., 
music by organist Carol Williams, 
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa 
Park, free.

MONDAY, DEC. 16
Bankers Hill Residents: 6:30 

– 8 p.m., regular meeting of the 
Bankers Hill Residents, Inn at the 
Park, 525 Spruce St.

Signs at Play – Mission 
Hills Library: 1:30 – 12:30 p.m., 
Teach your baby to sign, first 
& third Mondays of the month, 
Mission Hills Branch Library, 925 
Washington St.

TUESDAY, DEC. 17
Old Mission Rotary: 12 p.m., 

regular weekly meeting of the 
Old Mission Rotary Club, Best 
Western Seven Seas, 411 Hotel 
Circle South.

NPMS Economic Restruc-
turing Committee: 12 – 1 p.m. 
at True North Tavern, 3825 30th 
Street.

Talmadge Community 
Council: 6:30 p.m., community 
meeting every other month on the 
3rd Tues. at Neighbor’s Resi-
dence, 4760 Miracle Dr.

NPPC Planning Committee: 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., regular monthly 
meeting, NP Christian, 2901 
North Park Way. 

Hillcrest Sustainability: 2:30 
p.m., third Tuesday of the month 
meeting of the Hillcrest Business 
Association Sustainability Commit-
tee: 3737 Fifth Ave., Suite 202

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 18
LEGO play time: 5 – 6 p.m., 

children are invited to get cre-
ative with LEGOs, Mission Hills 
Branch, 925 W. Washington St., 
free.

THURSDAY, DEC. 19
North Park Farmers Mar-

ket: 3 – 7 p.m. every Thursday, 
parking lot behind CVS at 32nd St. 
and University Ave., free.

The Boulevard board: 
9 – 10:30 a.m., 3rd Thursday of 
the month board meeting of the 
El Cajon Boulevard Business 
Improvement Association, 3727 El 
Cajon Blvd.

NPMS Promotions Com-
mittee: 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., Regular 
monthly meeting, NP Main Street 
Office, 3076 University Ave.

North Park Historical 
Society: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., regular 
monthly meeting on the third 
Thursday of the month, 3795 
Utah St.u
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ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  You choose from 
families nationwide.  LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID.  Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions.  866-413-
6292, 24/7 Void/Illinois/New 
Mexico/Indiana

All other states are subject to 
individual state laws  that limit or 
regulate the use of advertising in 
adoptive placement.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
adoption expert. Choose from 
families Nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Ab-
byÕs One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6296 Void In Illinois/
New Mexico/Indiana

ANNOUNCEMENTS
"Auntie Helen's" needs 

your blankets to help 
keep the homeless warm 

this winter. Please do-
nate them at our new 

location at 4127 30thth 
St. in North Park. We 

are open 7 days a week. 
Thank you!

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
RETIREMENT 
APARTMENTS, ALL INCLU-
SIVE. Meals, transportation, 
activities daily. Short Leases. 
Monthly specials! Call 
(877) 210-4130

AUTOMOTIVE
BLOWN HEADGASKET?  
Any vehicle repair yourself 
 State of the art 2-Component 
chemical process. Specializing in 
Cadillac Northstar Overheating. 
100% guaranteed. 
1-866-780-9038  
www.RXHP.com 

Car Insurance as low as $19/
Month Any Driving Record 
or Credit Type. Canceled? No 
Problem. Free Quote and Instant 
Coverage INSUREDIRECT.COM 
Toll-Free 800-231-3603

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help those in need! Your 
vehicle donation will help US 
Troops and support our Veterans! 
100% tax deductible Fast Free 
pickup! 1-800-263-4713 

DONATE A CAR - 
HELP CHILDREN FIGHTING 
DIABETES. Fast, 
Free Towing. Call 
 7 days/week. Non-runners OK. 
Tax Deductible. Call Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation 
1-800-578-0408

AUTOS WANTED
TOP CASH FOR CARS, 
Any Car/Truck, Running or Not. 
Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! Top 
$$$$$ PAID! Running or Not, All 
Years, Makes, Models. Free Tow-
ing! WeÕre Local! 7 Days/Week. 
Call Toll Free: 1-888-416-2330

GET CASH TODAY 
for any car/truck. I will buy 
your car today. Any Condition. 
Call 1-800-864-5796 or 
www.carbuyguy.com

CABLE TV
Bundle & Save on your CABLE, 
INTERNET PHONE, AND 
MORE.  High Speed Internet 
starting at less than $20/mo. 
CALL NOW! 800-291-4159

COMPUTER REPAIR
We fix your computer.  
We come to you or you 

come to us for the lowest 
rates!  Network, Spyware, 

Hardware, Software, 
Training.  Call Robert at 

858-449-1749.

DRIVER NEEDED
DRIVER NEEDED!!! 

Looking for a driver to 
assist with infrequent 
errands, due to injury. 
Mission Hills/Uptown 

Area. Very flexible 
 schedule. Please contact 
to discuss compensation. 

(619) 341-3188 
Ask for Lou

EMPLOYMENT
FLORIDA BOUND! Love to 
Travel? Hiring 18-24 girls/guys. 
$400-$800 wkly.Paid expenses. 
Signing Bonus. Energetic & Fun? 
Call 1-866-251-0768

Immediate Opportunity for Men 
and Women. Entry-Level Oil-
field Jobs Starting at $64,000-
$145,000/Year. No Experience 
Necessary. Call 24hr Free Re-
corded Message 1-888-450-4902

HEALTH, FITNESS, & MEDICAL
VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 1-866-312-6061

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed Ca-
nadian mail order pharmacy will 
provide you with savings of up to 
75 percent on all your medication 
needs. Call today 1-800-356-4170 
for $10.00 off your first prescrip-
tion and free shipping

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 
40 Pills +4 FREE only $99. #1 
Male Enhancement! Discreet 
Shipping. Save $500! Blue Pill 
Now! 1-888-796-8870

VIAGRA 100mg or CIALIS 
20mg. Generic. 40 tabs + 10 
FREE all for $99 including Ship-
ping. Discreet, Fast Shipping. 
888-836-0780 or metromeds.net

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED!!! Local People 
Needed to MAIL OUR BRO-
CHURES or TYPING   ADS 
Online for Our Company. PT/FT. 
Genuine Opportunity! NoExperi-
enceNeeded, All Welcome! www.
EasyPayWork.com

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here – 
Get FAA approved Aviation Tech-
nician training. Housing and Fi-
nancial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Apply 
now with AIM Dallas 877-205-
0503 or Houston 888-216-1687

ACTORS/MOVIE Extras Needed 
immediately for upcoming roles 
$150-$300 per day depending on job 
requirements. No experience, All 
looks needed. 1-800-561-1762 Ext 
A-104, for  casting times/locations.

$1000 WEEKLY** PAID IN 
ADVANCE!!! MAILING BRO-
CHURES or TYPING ADS from 
home. FREE Supplies! Genuine 
Opportunity, PT/FT. No Experi-
ence Needed!www.MailingBro-
churesFromHome.com

HELP WANTED Earn Extra in-
come Assembling CD cases From 
Home. Call our Live Operators 
Now! No experience Necessary 

1-800-405-7619 Ext 2605 www.
easywork-greatpay.com

Good Money! Weekly! Process-
ing Mail and Mailing Brochures! 
Experience Unnecessary! Start 
Immediately! WWW.MAILING-
NOW23.COM 1-888-285-7643

Opportunity of a lifetime: unique 
USDA-certified grass-fed NOP 
organic livestock farm, see detail 
at www.Lewisfamilyfarm.com/
recruitment

MISCELLANEOUS
UNBELIVEABLE Lottery Pool!!!  
104 Tickets In 104 Drawings In 
Both MegaMillions & PowerBall 
Lotteries.  104x104x2=21,632 
Chances to WIN.  800-607-5730; 
www.Club104.biz 

Dish TV Retailer-SAVE! Starting 
$19.99/month (for 12 months.) 
FREE Premium Movie Channels. 
FREE Equipment, Installation & 
Activation. CALL, COMPARE 
LOCAL DEALS! 
1-800-309-1452  

Have fun and find a genuine con-
nection! The next voice on the 
other end of   the line could be the 
one. Call Tango 
1-800-807-0818. FREE trial!  

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
- Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing and 
Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM 866-453-6204  

Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings,    ex-
change messages and connect live. 
Try it free. Call now 
1-888-909-9905  

DIRECTV, Internet, Phone  
$69.99/mo +Free 3Months: 
HBO®/Starz® SHOWTIME®/
CINEMAX® +FREE GENIE 
4Room Upgrade +NFL SUNDAY 
TICKET! 1-855-302-3347  

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make 
or Model! Free Towing.   Sell it 
TODAY. Instant offer: 
1-800-864-5784

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) 
SAVE! Ask About SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 
1-800-341-7308

Where Local Singles Chat! Real 
callers in YOUR area! Fun and 
Discreet! Live 1-on-1 phone chat. 
Try FREE! Call 1-800-963-7493

Feel The Vibe! Urban woman and 
men ready to MAKE THE CON-
NECTION. Call singles in your 
area! Try FREE! Call 
1-800-974-0356

Have fun and find a genuine con-
nection! The next voice on the 
other end of the line could be the 
one. Call Tango 1-800-905-0676. 
FREE trial!

DirecTV Over 140 channels only 
$29.99 a month. Triple savings! 
$636.00 in Savings, Free upgrade 
to Genie & 2013 NFL Sunday 
ticket free for New Customers.  
Start saving today! 
1-800-416-7254

*REDUCE YOUR SATELLITE/
CABLE BILL! Confused by other 
ads? Buy DIRECT at FACTORY 
DIRECT Pricing. As low as 
$19.99/Mo. FREE Installation! 
1-877-329-9040

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 
20mg! 40 Pills + 4 FREE for 
only $99. #1 Male Enhancement, 
Discreet Shipping. Save $500! 
Buy The Blue Pill! Now 1-800-
213-6202

AIRLINES ARE HIRING Ð Train 
for hands on Aviation Career. FAA 
approved program. Financial aid 
for qualified students Ð Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/
Trucks Wanted. Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid. We Come To 
You! Any Make/Model. Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-800-864-5960

CASH PAID- UP TO $25/BOX 
for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT 
& PREPAID shipping. BEST 
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771. 
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

Meet singles now! No paid opera-
tors, just people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange messages, 
connect live. FREE trial. Call 
1-877-737-9447

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL Ð 
Rotary builds peace and interna-
tional understanding through edu-
cation. Find information or locate 
your local club at www.rotary.org. 
Brought to you by your free com-
munity paper and PaperChain.

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920’s thru 1980’s. 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg, and Gibson Mando-
lins/Banjos. 1-800-401-0440

TELEVISION
Order Dish Network Satellite TV 
and Internet Starting at $19.99! 
Free Installation, Hopper DVR 
and 5 Free Premium Movie Chan-
nels! Call 800-597-2464

DIRECTV, Internet, & Phone 
From $69.99/mo + Free 3 Months: 
HBO¨ Starz¨ SHOWTIME¨ 
CINEMAX¨+ FREE GENIE 4 
Room Upgrade + NFL SUNDAY 
TICKET! Limited offer. Call Now 
888-248-5961

WANTED TO BUY
CASH PAID- up to $28/Box for 
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY PAY-
MENT. 1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

WANTED JAPANESE MOTOR-

CYCLE KAWASAKI 1967-1980 
Z1-900, KZ900, KZ1000, ZIR, 
KX1000MKII, A1-250, W1-650, 
H1-500, H2-750, S1-250, S2-
350, S3-400 SUZUKI GS400, 
GT380, GT750, Honda CB750 
(1969,1970) CASH. FREE PICK-
UP. 1-800-772-1142, 1-310-721-
0726 usa@classicrunners.com

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA 
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com 
or visit our website cadnetads.com 
for more information.

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, 
some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to 
help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should 
you send any money in 
advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regard-
less of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company 
does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request 
any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll 
free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada.
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Sad But True 
Crossword from page 23

Sudoku
Puzzle from page 23

HOME

THERAPY

SKIN CARE

ATTORNEYS

CERTIFIED BOOKKEEPER

PETS

MILLWORK

WOOD WORKING

COASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGECOASTAL SAGE
GARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENING

COASTAL SAGE
GARDENING
Garden Design
& Maintenance

Ca. Contractor License #920677

Garden • Shop
Classes • Services

3685 Voltaire St. San Diego
619.223.5229 • coastalsage.com

REALTORS

My business depends
on referrals. Thanks for

thinking of me.

Troy Curnett
REALTOR ® - Broker

(619) 857-8769
DRE # 01343230

OneMissionRealty.com

 

William 
Van Dusen 
Millworking 
Authentic Woodwork 
For Vintage Homes  

& Gardens  
Craftsman - Victorian 

Spanish Revival 
619-443-7689 
WVDMillwork.com 

 License #919946 

SERVING S.D. SINCE 1967

INVESTMENT PROPERTY
SPECIALISTS,

SALES & EXCHANGES
APARTMENTS • OFFICE BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL•LEASING•FEE COUNSELING
• RESORT PROPERTIES ANYWHERE
• REAL ESTATE PROBLEM SOLVING

3536 Ashford St., San Diego, CA 92111
in Clairemont.

gjonilonis@att.net
Fax 760-431-4744

GEORGE JONILONIS
“The Estate Builder”

858-278-4040

INVESTMENT

LESSONS

PROPERTY MGMT

Water view home. Buy or lease 
option, $1,650,000. 21,800 ft. 
Kearny Mesa office building 

$3,950,000, 18 miles Baja ocean-
front, need partner, Idaho Resort 
F & C $625,000. Try your sale, 
exchange ideas? Geo Jonilonis. 

Rltr (619) 454-4151.

FOR SALE OR LEASE

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Just $26 per month for two

award-winning, handcrafted wines.

1-800-371-8703
Call Us Mon-Fri. 8am to 5pm PST.

Also Makes a Fun
& Unique Gift
Void where prohibited,

some restrictions may apply.

Also Makes a FunAlso Makes a Fun

WWW.SDCNN.COM

3737 Fifth Ave., Suite 201
(619) 519-7775

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTS

FINANCIAL

H R Tactics
Strategic Planning, Tactical Training

Joe Whitaker operates H.R. Tactics, 
a full-service human resource consult-
ing firm in Mission Hills, providing a 
broad range of human resource support, 
products and solutions for small to mid-
sized companies with fees designed 
to put affordable human resources in 
reach. He can be contacted at 804-4551 
or e-mail at hrtactics@cox.net.

619.804.4551
302 Washington St., Suite 112   

San Diego, CA 92103

PAINTING

THE CHANGE FITNESS
1622 W. Lewis St., San Diego, CA 92103

(858) 382-4517

The Change Fitness
With over 12 years of experience, San 

Diegan Chris Kanakaris has brought his one-
of-a-kind fitness center to Mission Hills. The 
Change Fitness focuses on one-on-one personal 
training, including cardio training, weight train-
ing, flexibility training, and posture alignment, 
plus massage therapy.  Additionally, Kanakaris 
provides his clients with numerous nutritional 
resources designed to improve health. Along 
with being recognized by members of the Poway 
City Council for excellence, Kanakaris has per-
sonally trained members of the Gracie Jujitsu 
family. Injury prevention and patient aftercare is 
key at The Change Fitness, and you will never 
have to pay a gym membership fee. So if you 
are not getting the results you want from your 
current workout regimen, book an appointment 
today. Affordable rates plus proven results make 
The Change Fitness your local workout hub.



DINING26 San Diego Uptown News | Dec. 6–19, 2013 www.sdcnn.com

UPTOWN
FOOD 
BRIEFS

(top) Assorted dumplings (Courtesy BAM Communications);  
(below) Chef Heredia has bacon on his mind. 
(Courtesy Alchemy)

Chef Ricardo Heredia of Alchemy has 
brought home the bacon with a $10,000 
first-place win at the World Food 
Championships held recently 
in Las Vegas. The victory oc-
curred when cooking in the 
bacon category against 450 
other chefs. His winning 
dish, however, is being 
kept secret until it’s 
revealed in a broadcast 
of the competition, due 
to air early next year on 
the A&E network. To 
celebrate, Heredia has 
introduced a few bacon-
inspired dishes at the South 
Park restaurant such as the 
“six degrees of Kevin Bacon” 
featuring six strips of applewood-
smoked bacon with a choice 
of bacon-infused sauces that 
includes bacon fat Hollandaise. 
1503 30th St., 619-255-0616.u

Considered the highest rooftop bar on the West Coast, Altitude at the San Diego Marriot 
Gaslamp Quarter will be conjoined in mid-December with a new, separate venue named City 
Sights. Situated 22 floors above street level, the space replaces a fitness center and will be marked 
by a glass-enclosed balcony and a lounge filled with modern, modular furniture. The panoramic 
views go without say. 660 K St., 619-696-0324.

Black and white truffles 
imported from Italy will grace a 
variety of dishes throughout a brief 
dinner series at Solare Ristorante 
Italiano Bar Lounge in Liberty 
Station. The prized fungi are sched-
uled to appear in dinners on Dec. 
5 and 18, and Jan. 10. Reservations 
are required since seating at each 
event is limited. 2620 Roosevelt St., 
619-270-9670.

Vegetarians and carnivores can take comfort in a 
couple of weekly dinner specials offered at Urban Sol-
ace in North Park. From 4 to 10 p.m. on Thursdays, the 
sous chefs present three-course vegetarian meals for $30. 
The dishes change every few weeks and have included 
creamy celery root and quinoa Napoleon, cornbread-
stuffed acorn squash and apple-yam tarts with whipped 
brie. For those craving grass-fed beef, look no further 
than the 12-ounce prime rib dinners served from 5 to 9 
p.m. on Sundays. The plates come with potatoes and veg-
etables and cost $34.50. 3823 30th St., 619-295-6464.

In what is being touted 
as San Diego’s only au-
thentic dim sum restau-
rant outside of Convoy 
Street, the new French 
Concession in Hillcrest 
has arrived. The newly 
opened 3,500-square-foot 
restaurant was conceived 
by restaurateur Alex 
Thao, who decided to 
replace his Thai-themed 
Celadon with a menu 
reflecting Shanghai 
dishes from the 1930s, 
when the French were 
in power. The dinner and 
brunch menus feature 
nearly 30 dim sum items, 
classic Chinese dishes 
and a hefty selection 
of local and Asian craft 
beers. Overseeing the 
menus is Executive Chef 
is Andrew Kwong, a Hong 
Kong native who previ-
ously worked at several 
restaurants throughout 
China. 3671 Fifth Ave., 
619-297-8424.

By Frank Sabatini Jr.
SDUN Reporter

After receiving oceanic treasures to its kitchen by local fisher-
men for more than five years, Sea Rocket Bistro in North Park 
is bidding us fond adieu with an announcement that its last day 
of business will be Dec. 8. In a blog post on the restaurant’s web 
site, co-owner Elena Rivellino cites growing overheard costs as 
the cause, adding that “we hope to see you again through the next 
open door, wherever that may lead.” 3382 30th St., 619-255-7049.
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(l to r) The house burger with pickled veggies, pulled pork and egg; Grilled half chicken; Fried shishito peppers (All photos Courtesy of Waypoint Public)

FRANK SABATINI JR. Restaurant Review
The dress rehearsal’s over 

and Waypoint Public is running 
smoother in its first two months 
than its predecessor ever did 
when occupying this coveted 
corner-lot space for the past sev-
eral years.

I wasn’t a fan of The Linkery 
for reasons that are best left for-
gotten. And much to my delight, 
Waypoint has effectively erased 
all remaining vestiges of the old 
guard, with the exception of an ap-
pealing retractable window system 
that the new owners have built 
upon with additional panels.

They’ve also added a playpen 
for kids. But unless you’re seated 
toward the back of the restaurant, 
you could potentially miss it. Re-
markably, the open, airy blueprint 
allows parents and non-parents to 
co-exist rather fluently, although it 
should be noted that quality adult 
time is best scored when gathered 
at the central bar.

Seating is largely communal, 
a cozy and convivial cramming of 
long tables with little or no separa-
tions between them. When full, 
the atmosphere feels like a single, 
unified party. It’s wonderfully 
reminiscent of the German beer 
halls I’ve visited, where you can 
gawk openly at your neighbor’s 
blood sausage and nobody cares.

Visiting on a crowded Saturday 
evening, the noise level was high, 
but cheerfully so. It was as though 
all of North Park had come to rev-
el in the meat-heavy menu paired 
to rivers of beer that flow in from 
numerous “waypoints” around the 
globe. Currently, there are nearly 
100 choices, ranging from Ameri-
can and European sours to stouts, 
wheats, saisons and more.

“We’re working toward 300,” 
says co-owner Brian Jensen, who 
also runs Bottlecraft beer shops in 
North Park and Little Italy.

Helming the kitchen is chef-
butcher Amanda Baumgarten, 

also a co-owner and famed Top 
Chef from Season 7 who previ-
ously worked at Herringbone. Her 
menu at Waypoint dabbles in ad-
venture, per the crispy pig’s ears 
with apricot and chili stuffing on 
the starters list, as well as blood 
sausage served over buttered 
cabbage.

We started with nibbly things 
from the “smalls” category. A 
brown paper bag of “tomato 
soup” house chips were seem-
ingly double seasoned with sweet 
and zesty spices. Fried shishito 
peppers (appearing on numerous 
menus lately) were served with 
cotija cheese and grilled lime, a 
simple but rousing preparation.

We were ambivalent over a slab 
of smoked ham hock terrine. The 
coarsely pressed meat was pleas-
ant but it fell short on the herbs, 
salt and smokiness we expected. 
Fig butter, whole-seed mustard 
and apricot puree served alongside 
became useful condiments.

Our salads were winners. The 
“little gem” teases with pickled 
vegetables that paired masterfully 
to the rich and tangy buttermilk 
dressing. My companion’s kale 
salad had us tasting walnuts even 
before they entered our mouths, 
thanks to walnut oil drizzled over 
the dark-green leaves. In addition 
to the nuts, we uncovered bits 
of apple and feta cheese, which 
quelled the bit-
terness of the 
kale.

Main 
courses 
include cas-
soulet, mus-
sels with pork 
belly and a 
seduc-

tive-looking Gruyere and moz-
zarella grilled cheese sandwich 
served with smoked tomato 
minestrone. A patron two elbows 
down from us had ordered it and 
we almost became swayed.

We instead zeroed in on a 
half chicken cooked sous vide 
for several hours and then 
crisped on the grill. Poultry 
parts don’t get any better than 
this, as the initial cooking 
method of placing the chicken 
in an airtight plastic bag and 
then simmering it in a low-
temperature water bath not 
only seals in the juices, but also 
maximizes the flavor. It’s served 
with butternut squash and crispy 
Brussels sprouts.

Choosing the “Waypoint burg-
er” from Baumgarten’s diverse 
menu might seem trite, but it goes 
with beer, especially the sour, 
lemony Oud Gueze from Belgium 
I ordered. Plus it’s constructed 
with panache.

The charry eight-ounce patty 
is topped with pulled pork, toma-
tillo salsa, spicy pickled veggies 
and a fried egg. To our surprise, it 
wasn’t obnoxiously sloppy or over-
stacked since the ingredients are 
used sparingly, which also allowed 
the flavors to rise equally. If you’re 
growing tired of gourmet burgers, 
don’t throw in the towel just yet 
until you’ve tried this one.

If you have tykes in tow, 
their choices are simple: Mac-n-
cheese, grilled cheese, cheese-
burger and fries or a “little 
chicken dinner.”

Having missed apple pie 
on Thanksgiving, the version 
served here was worth the wait. 
Though the menu refers to the 
recipe as “classic,” it appeared 
more like a Danish, and with a 
slice of warm cheddar tucked 
between the apples and super-
buttery crust to boot. We also 
tried the “S’morelaska” filled 
with addictive chocolate-malt 
ice cream and caramel. Never a 
fan of marshmallows, I stuck to 
the innards while my compan-
ion chipped away at the stiff, 
white shell.

Waypoint now serves 
brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

The aforementioned salads and 
Waypoint burger are on the menu, 
along with fried green tomato 
sandwiches, oyster tacos and 
baked French toast with whipped 
lemon butter.

Based on the good eats and 
hardworking staff we observed, 
I’m betting this 30th Street land-
ing point will stick around for a 
good, long while.u
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Discounted beer flights at The Merrow (Photo by Dr. Ink)

Framed reprints of antiquated 
paintings displaying buxom 
mermaids are your first clues that 
The Ruby Room has turned into 
The Merrow. But little else has 
changed, with the exception of 
some nautical décor, remodeled 
restrooms clad in subway tiles and 
an upgraded sound system used 
for evening band performances.

All was quiet when a few of 
us dropped in for happy hour, 
which begins and ends a short 
time before larger gaggles start 
filtering into this down-to-earth 
alley bar, now renamed after 
Gaelic maidens that are fish from 
the waist down. As some of the 
paintings depict, these mermaids 
aren’t strangers to sexual trysts 
with humans.

During the bargain period, a 
flight of four beers costs $5. Even 
better is that you get to choose 
what comprises your flight from 
more than a dozen labels on tap.

There’s Golden Monkey if 
you’re going for bang, considering 

that this Belgian-style Tripel packs 
a 9.5 percent alcohol volume. I 
worked up to it in the lineup with 
a few gentler brews, each of them 
dispensed in two-ounce pours.

Saint Archer Pale Ale proved 
a perfect starter with its glowing, 
hoppy body and summer-like 
crispness. Much to my satisfac-
tion, an unfiltered orange-wheat 
beer by Hanger 24 was available. 
It too was buoyant, but with the 
added bonus of creamy citrus 
notes on the finish. Next up was 
Rogue Hazelnut, one of the few 
brown beers I allow into my gul-
let since the others typically fill 
the stomach before hitting the 
brain. Its alcohol volume is 6.2 
percent, which became the last 
jumping-off point before swigging 
down the big, bad monkey.

The hops fiend in our trio 
shelled out a five spot for a full 
glass of Hopnotch IPA, discount-
ed by $1, as with all other drafts 
during happy hour. Despite being 
known as a bold, bitter ale, he 
drank it with gusto before I could 
steal a sip. 

Overall, the beer selection 
rises above that of most dive 
joints, yet it falls a few notches 
below the dizzying choices seen 

in serious craft-beer bars that 
have taken Uptown by storm. 
Despite the re-branding that’s 
occurred here, The Merrow 
remains largely a homey hangout 
for those accustomed to basic 
well drinks, which happen to sell 
for $3 during happy hour.

Aside from a backroom stage 
that kicks into gear a few nights 
a week, visitors will find two 
billiard tables, a punching bag 
machine, a jumbo jukebox and 
a photo booth to capture your 
most rousing moments after a 
few drinks. And in the absence 
of a kitchen are snacks from a 
vending machine.u

Come On  
Ge t  Happy!

Dr. Ink

Drinks:  
Amid the usual suspects such 
as Stone, the draft beer selec-

tion features a few notable 
picks such as Saint Archer 

Pale Ale, Rogue Hazelnut and 
Hopnotch IPA.

Food: N/A

Value:  
Pint drafts during happy hour 
average $5, although if you 
come knocking for variety, a 

flight of four two-ounce beers is 
the same price. 

Service:  
The bartender was friendly and 
knowledgeable about the beer 
selection. And if you order a 
flight, the cash register prints 

the name of each beer on 
the receipt to help guide you 

through the tasting. 

Duration:  
Happy hour occurs each week-

day for three hours, starting con-
veniently at 5 p.m., when most 
people end their workdays, and 

concluding just when they’re 
ready to call it a night.

RATINGS:

1271 University Ave. (hillcrest)

(619) 299-7372 • themerrow.com
Happy hour: 5 to 8 p.m., Monday through friday

mermaids ashore
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(Photos by Hutton Marshall)

During the month of December, the Redwood Bridge 
Club, located at 3111 Sixth Ave, will host their inaugural 
December Art Show, a contest between and display of the 
works of seven different San Diego artists.

Taking place in the club’s break room, community 
members are invited to come vote for their favorite work of 
art on display during the club’s regular hours of bridge play, 
which most consistently occurs from noon to 3 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Voters can select their top three favorite pieces, and at 
the end of the month, the artists of the winning pieces will 
receive monetary awards. All the art on display is also avail-
able for purchase, but must remain on the walls until the 
end of the competition.

The San Diegans whose art is displayed are Marian 
Zeldin, Lois Simmons, Mike Hefner, Jeff Brosbe, Bella Hol-
lingworth, Mark Smith, Bob Kelsch and Anita Shaw. 

The Redwood Bridge Club Art Show Committee 
welcomes all San Diego artists to participate in this newly 
established monthly art show. Those artists who are inter-
ested, please contact the current Art Show Chairperson, 
Lois Simmons, for more information by email: lsim-
mons2@san.rr.com or by phone: 858-488-4812. 
(Photos by Hutton Marshall)

San Diego Young Professional's MIXER
BABYCAKES - HILLCREST 

DECEMEBER 3,  2013
(Photos by Patrick Hammond)

Club, located at 3111 Sixth Ave, will host their inaugural 
December Art Show, a contest between and display of the 
works of seven different San Diego artists.

members are invited to come vote for their favorite work of 
art on display during the club’s regular hours of bridge play, 
which most consistently occurs from noon to 3 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

the end of the month, the artists of the winning pieces will 
receive monetary awards. All the art on display is also avail
able for purchase, but must remain on the walls until the 
end of the competition.

SUNDAY
December 1, 2013
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Auntie Helen's
GRAND

REOPENING
DEC.  3 ,  2013

(Photos by Vincent Meehan)
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