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Controversy 
continues over 
Jack in the Box 
expansion 
in North 
Park 

By Esther Rubio-Sheffrey
SDUN Reporter

The Planned Development Permit to rebuild the 
Jack in the Box located at 2959 Upas St. remains 
under review by the City’s Developmental Services 
Department (DSD). For over one year, residents 
living near the restaurant, along with the North Park 
Planning Committee (NPPC), debated the merits 
of the Permit with the fast-food chain based on the 
proposed deviations to the zone’s current develop-
ment regulations. 

In January 2011 and again in October 2011, the 
NPPC voted unanimously to deny the permit. Howev-
er, some residents fear the plan is close to approval 
and ignores their major concerns.  

DSD must complete their report, which will 
note the NPPC’s recommendation, before the City’s 
Planning Commission decides whether to grant the 
permit. DSD project manager Michelle Sokolowski 
said, “The project has been revised in scope and 
design since its original submittal to a point where it 
is believed that [DSD] staff will provide a recommen-
dation of approval.” 

The biggest concern voiced during NPPC’s public 
meetings is with the drive-through window. In 2000, 
the City approved zoning regulations for commercial 
businesses adjacent to residential areas. These new 
regulations limit restaurant hours of operation and 
prohibit any drive-through access near specific inter-
sections, similar to the one on 30th and Upas. 

see Jack, page 3

The North Park Jack in the Box, located at Upas and 30th 
streets, could be rebuilt, much to the dislike of some 
residents. (Photo by SDUN)

A participant in last year’s St. Patrick’s Day Festival. (Photo courtesy of Irish Congress of Southern California)

By Dave Fidlin
SDUN Reporter

St. Patrick’s Day comes once a year, 
but a local organization works year-
round to ensure a local festival is en-
joyed by spectators willing to immerse 
themselves in Irish culture.

For the 32nd year, the Irish Con-
gress of Southern California is present-
ing its St. Patrick’s Day program in 
San Diego. This year’s program, which 
kicks off with a parade, will be held at 
Balboa Park.

There are more than 120 entries in 
this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade. Par-
ticipants include local marching bands; 
police and fire department units; border 
patrol units; and a number of civic 
organizations. Irish-centric organiza-
tions, including the Sons of St. Patrick, 
will once again be taking part in this 
year’s program, as will an assortment of 
representatives from Ireland.

This year, the Irish Congress will 
host a flag-raising ceremony at 10 
a.m. on March 17 at Sixth Avenue and 
Juniper Street, with the parade start-
ing at 10:30 a.m. The parade starts at 
the flag-raising site and travels north 
on Fifth Avenue to Upas Street, then 
east to Sixth Avenue and south on Sixth 
Avenue to end back at Juniper Street.

While food, fun and fellowship are 
the overall goals of the Irish Congress’s 
program, event organizers also stress 
the importance of putting on an event 
that will serve as an educational tool. 
This includes the musical aspect, which 
has long been a part of the program 
and the selections reflect the people of 
Ireland’s historic love of freedom and 
desire for peace, justice and unity.

Tony Mande is serving as the chair-
person of this year’s parade. Mande, 
who has been part of the volunteer-

Irish Congress brings heart of 
St. Patrick’s Day to Balboa Park

see Irish page 6
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By Monica Garske
SDUN Reporter

A joint-use agreement 
between the San Diego City 
Council and the San Diego Uni-
fied School District (SDUSD) is 
bringing a recreation space to 
Jefferson Elementary School in 
North Park.

Both the City and the School 
District approved the $1.9 mil-
lion park space, located south 
of University Avenue at 3770 
Utah St. Work on the park was 
completed last month.

Cynthia Reed-Porter, commu-

nications supervisor at SDUSD, 
said the project came out of 
necessity because Jefferson 
Elementary was lacking in suffi-
cient play space for its students.

Reed-Porter also said the 
joint-use field was developed 
on SDUSD property and is 
predominantly funded by the 
School District’s Proposition S 
bond program, which provides 
funds for improvement projects 
at school facilities throughout 
the district.

“Our list of projects that 
need [Proposition] S funding 
is never-ending, so we do have 

to be prudent with the dollars. 
This park project at Jefferson 
Elementary was a great candi-
date. The students needed a play 
area and since it’s a joint-use 
park, we’ll be able to maximize 
the space within the community. 
We want it to become a meeting 
hub for North Park residents,” 
Reed-Porter said.

Per the 10-year agreement, 
Reed-Porter said the School Dis-
trict will have use of the park dur-
ing school hours and the City will 
have use during non-school hours.

New joint-use park space opening next 
month at Jefferson Elementary in North Park

(From left) Richard Barrerra, school board president; David Monroe, deputy director, City Park and Recreation Dept.; 
Todd Gloria, District 3 City Councilmember; Francisco Morga, principal of Jefferson Elementary School; Gilbert Gutierrez, 
area six superintendent for the school district; and Scott Reese, assistant director, City Park and Recreation Dept. at the 
groundbreaking for the joint-use park on Oct. 13, 2011. (Photo courtesy of SDUSD) 

see park page 7

Jack in the Box would only 
have to abide by these regulations 
if it rebuilt its property, which was 
originally built in 1961. Represen-
tatives of Jack in the Box have 
requested exemption from this 
regulation. 

NPPC chair Vicki Granowitz 
said, “The City should honor 
their commitment and not allow 
the variances Jack in the Box is 
requesting. I have lived in North 
Park for more than 20 years, 
and have listened to neighbors 
complain about the uncleanly and 
inconsiderate way the business 
has operated.” 

She added, “Residents were 
waiting for the day they would 
rebuild and be required to follow 
the zoning…. This is just one 
more example of the City caring 
more about a business than the 
residents’ quality of life.” 

Jack in the Box corporate 
representative Brian Luscomb dis-
agrees, and said the project is part 
of a major initiative to re-image 
each San Diego location to create 
consistency among its restaurants 
while enhancing customer service 
and communities. 

“This [location] is one of 
the oldest restaurants in our 
system,” said Luscomb. “[We] 
have enjoyed being a part of 
North Park for more than a half 
century, providing jobs and food 
service. To continue doing so 
for the remaining 27 years of 
our lease we need to create a 
more functional and aesthetically 
pleasing restaurant”

The City received the initial 
plans in April 2010, and since then 
Luscomb said representatives 
from Jack in the Box met with 
more than 40 community mem-
bers in a variety of forums and 
significantly modified their plans 
based on their concerns. 

Jack in the Box initially sought 
to expand their drive-through to 
24 hours, but instead of eliminat-
ing the drive-through, which is a 
major contributor to their income, 
they agreed to maintain the cur-
rent hours of 5:30 – 2 a.m. 

Of the proposed drive-through 
layout, Luscomb said, “We’re 
alleviating street congestion by 
increasing our ability to accommo-
date more cars. Between 10 p.m. 
and 2 a.m., we are using visual 
confirmation boards for orders, 
and we’re also posting signs 
reminding our late-night guests 
to dim their headlights, reduce 

excessive noise and be courteous 
of our neighbors.”

Luscomb said other proposed 
changes include new hours for 
their late-night deliveries, trash 
pick-up and cleaning services, as 
well as increased landscaping, 
replacement of the chain-linked 
fence with an 8-foot concrete wall 
with a creeping vine and new 
lights that shine away from resi-
dential homes. 

“We’re also adding only 234 
square feet to the building,” Lus-
comb said, “much of which was 
necessary to provide ADA-com-
pliant restrooms, clearance in 
the dining room and more space 
in our kitchen to accommodate 
the necessary equipment for our 
current and future menu.”

The date for the Planning 
Commission’s public hearing de-
pends on when the DSD report 
is completed. Additionally, if the 
proposed plans receive approval, 
Luscomb estimates construction 
of the new structure will take 
three to four months. Residents 
have said they plan to continue 
voicing their opinions on the 
drive-through, as well as the 
increase of the outdoor seating 
area and the limited number of 
parking spaces, at the Planning 
Commission’s hearing.u
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By Monica Garske
SDUN Reporter

Community Association 
board presidents from various 
Uptown neighborhoods includ-
ing North Park, Kensington-
Talmadge, Hillcrest, Bankers 
Hill and University Heights 
have joined to form a new group 
known as the Consortium of 
Community Association Presi-
dents (CCAP).

Spearheading the group is 
president of the North Park 
Community Association, Nikki 
Berdy, who said she formed 
CCAP in hopes of creating a 
forum for community leaders 
to come together to discuss the 
issues facing their respective 
Uptown neighborhoods.

In addition to Berdy, CCAP 
members include Greg Sorini 
of the University Heights 
Community Association; Luke 
Terpstra of the Hillcrest Town 
Council; Gigette Caldwell of the 
Kensington-Talmadge Commu-
nity Association; and Ben Baltic 
of the Bankers Hill-Park West 
Community Association.

Berdy said the Consortium’s 
first official meeting was held on 
Feb. 15 at Wang’s restaurant in 
North Park.

“It was the first time all of the 
presidents had met each other at 
the same time, so that was great. 
It gave us a chance to get to 
know each other and discuss our 
communities,” Berdy said. 

“Basically, the idea behind 
the Consortium is a neighbor-
helping-neighbor type of thing. 
We want to bounce ideas off 
each other that will help make 
our communities better and talk 
about common issues that we’ve 
all been through,” she said.

Berdy said she believes this 
united front amongst the com-
munities is vital to building a 
stronger Uptown and said, “If 

there’s ever a major issue facing 
one of our neighborhoods, all of 
us in CCAP will be able to back 
each other up. It’s part of being 
a good neighbor.”

Currently, Berdy said the 
group has been discussing issues 
like the urban design of their 
neighborhoods – how businesses 
intertwine with residential com-
munities – and what that means 
for residents, as well as parking.

Although the Consortium is 
still relatively new, Berdy said 
it’s already proving to be an ef-
ficient way to exchange positive 
ideas that would help improve 
local communities. For example, 
Berdy said she’s been getting 
advice from Caldwell about 
forming a Citizens Patrol group 
to help curb crime in North Park 
since Kensington-Talmadge 
already runs a Citizens Patrol. 
The group has also shared 
ideas for community mixers 
and events that will help bring 
residents together.

Sorini said he likes the idea 
of meeting regularly at CCAP to 
talk about strategy.

“Although we’re in dif ferent 
parts of the city, we are similar 
in that we are semi-urban walk-
able communities made up of 
older homes and infrastructure 
mixed with newer buildings, a 
diverse population and business 
centers. We face many of the 
same issues as leaders of all 
volunteer groups and it’s great 
to be able to discuss them in a 
confidential environment and 
share experiences,” Sorini said.

He said future issues on 
the CCAP agenda will include 
items such as street and side-
walk maintenance, trash in the 
communities, police patrols and 
“generally making the best use 
of city resources during a time 
when funds are severely lim-
ited,” he added. 

Terpstra said every Uptown 
neighborhood is dealing with 
common issues like parking, litter, 
noise and crime, so CCAP mem-

bers can relate to each other.
“The CCAP allows us to talk 

to association presidents and 
share some of the tricks that 
have worked [for our neigh-
borhoods]. Even the ones that 
haven’t worked can be helpful. 
Downtown has shown us that 
there is strength in numbers; 
we here in Uptown should get 
together and see how strong 
we can be,” Terpstra said.

Caldwell also said she thinks 
uniting at CCAP is a smart strat-
egy because members will learn 
valuable lessons from each other.

“I think we can accomplish 
more in our own neighbor-
hoods by learning how oth-
ers may have tackled similar 
issues. In [Kensington-Tal-
madge], for example, we are 
working on better, integrated 
communication tools for our 
community. I’ve already been 
helped by CCAP members 
who have connected me with 

some great resources to develop 
a web presence and an e-mail 
newsletter,” Caldwell said.

Berdy said they plan to meet 
every other month, alternating 
between the dif ferent neighbor-
hoods. Their next meeting is 
scheduled for April.

Berdy said the goal for all 
CCAP members is to come up 
with solutions for the commu-
nity, saying, “Growth is great for 
all of our communities, but with 
growth, there are repercussions. 
Our communities are changing 
and we must keep up.”u

Hillcrest Town Council Chair and CCAP 
participant Luke Terpstra. 
(Photo courtesy of Hillcrest Town Council)

Uptown Community
Association presidents unite 
to form local Consortium

“Basically 
the idea behind 
the consortium 
is a neighbor-
helping-neighbor 
type of thing.”

– Nikki Berdy 
(North Park Community 
Association President)

CCAP founder and North Park 
Community Association President 
Nikki Berdy. (Photo courtesy of North Park 
Community Association)
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(Photo courtesy of Irish Congress of Southern California)

driven Irish Congress’s efforts for 12 years, said the parade 
pays homage to Irish history and customs, some of which 
have been misunderstood in America.

“We’re here to celebrate the spirit of the country and, 
basically, to educate and honor the history and traditions 
of the Irish people,” Mande said. “Everyone’s aware of the 
Irish, but this is a chance to let people know about their 
rich heritage.”

Mande, who has traveled to Ireland, said Americans 
have fabricated some of the country’s customs over time. 
For example, Mande said he has never come across a pint 
of green beer in his visits to pubs in Ireland, an American 
practice on St. Patrick’s Day. 

Colleen Murphy, who serves as the Irish Congress’s 
board chairperson, said she has witnessed first-hand the 
dedication of the organization in her nearly 30 years of 
involvement. 

“This really is a purely volunteer-driven effort,” Murphy 
said. “We receive no grant money and no funding from the 
city of San Diego. All of the money [to put the program on] 
comes from fundraising.”

Murphy and other board members meet at least once a 
month throughout the year to discuss the specifics of the 
parade and festival. From January to March, as St. Patrick’s 
Day draws closer, organizers meet weekly in an effort to 
present the best possible program to the community.

On the day of the event, Murphy said between 140 and 
170 volunteers contribute in a variety of ways, including 
volunteering as a parade marshal, vendor, judge, announcer 
or server at the beer garden.

“There’s a small core of dedicated people who really 
care about this event,” Murphy said. “The great thing is, 
we all get along and are very passionate about what we 
do. Everyone loves a good parade, and this one has always 
been a blast.”

The St. Patrick’s Day parade and festival technically is 
the only event the Irish Congress of Southern California 
puts on, but organizers work collaboratively with a number 
of other related organizations on events throughout the 
year, including the Smiling Irishman contest, Miss Colleen 
pageant and Tower After Hours.

“We’re looking to become an organization that makes 
ourselves available to other organizations [and] to serve as a 
resource,” Murphy said. “We started small, but we’ve evolved 
over time. It’s been exciting to see.” u

From PaGe 1
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Stacey LoMedico, director for the City of San Diego 
Park and Recreation department said, “The field will be 
available to the general public 30 minutes after the end of 
the school day, as in accordance with the joint-use agree-
ment, which also includes [public use on] weekends and 
school holidays. We anticipate the public to use it for not 
only general recreation, but also permitted sports and 
league-related events.”

While construction and design for the park is funded 
by Proposition S dollars, LoMedico said the City will 
cover the annual maintenance costs, which amount to ap-
proximately $13,000 a year.

District 3 Councilmember Todd Gloria said he be-
lieves this joint-use agreement is well worth it, as the 
park will become an invaluable asset to the North Park 
community.

“I’m proud to work with our school district to create 
this benefit for North Park residents and local students. 
These improvements will provide a revamped play space 
for Jefferson students and much-needed park space for 
neighborhood recreational activity,” Gloria said.

The joint-use field is currently closed to the public, 
but is being used by the school. Reed-Porter said it will 
officially open to the public on April 12. She also said a 
dedication ceremony will take place on-site that day, as 
well as a Jog-A-Thon held by Jefferson Elementary School 
students.

Once it’s open, there will be a substantial amount of 
new recreation space available. Randy White, a real estate 
specialist for SDUSD who works directly with the City 
on joint-use facilities and agreements, said this particular 
space is approximately one-and-a-half acres in size. This in-
cludes one acre of synthetic turf field with a walking track 
and half an acre of hard court space, which includes play 
equipment and striping for four square, basketball courts 
and tether ball. A children’s play area is also included.

White said the park also includes accessible routes 
and concrete walkways, three benches, a drinking foun-
tain and 15 parking spaces.

“The community would like the field to be used for 
various sports [including] baseball, softball and soccer,” 
White said. “The field will probably be for practices, not 
games, but this is still questionable. Neighbors can use it 
for flying kites, picnics and tossing around the Frisbee,” 
she added.

For more information, visit fpcprojects.sandi.net.u

From PaGe 3
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District 3 Councilmember Todd Gloria at his Coffee with your Councilmember meeting at Rebecca’s Coffee on Feb. 25. (Photo by SDUN)

Todd Gloria hosts ‘Coffee with your 
Councilmember’ in South Park

By Ashley Mackin
SDUN Editor

At District 3 Councilmember Todd 
Gloria’s monthly Coffee with your 
Councilmember meeting, Gloria sat 
down with community members at 
Rebecca’s Coffee House in South Park 
to address their concerns. 

The Councilmember addressed 
each participant directly and asked 
why they were there. 

The primary issue discussed was 
the Balboa Park Plaza de Panama 
project. Gloria explained in addition 
to the bypass bridge, there are also 
projects being considered that cover 
public transit to and from the park and 

additional bike infrastructure to make 
the park more bicycle-friendly. 

One community member ex-
pressed concern about the cost of 
the project and its Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR). Gloria re-
minded him that Dr. Irwin Jacobs 
was funding the EIR and that Jacobs 
would more than likely stand by the 
version he believes in, though the 
City Council is considering alterna-
tives to the Jacobs-proposed EIR as 
well. Gloria encouraged community 
members to look at the draft EIR 
and offer their feedback.

Other issues discussed included 
homelessness, including an explana-
tion of the Connections Housing 

project, the City’s first year-round 
homeless facility; traffic issues and 
possible roundabouts on streets in 
North Park; a recap of the crime 
statistics announced on Jan. 26; the 
elimination of redevelopment funds; 
and the recent budget announce-
ments made by City Hall. 

“Being accessible to District 3 
neighbors is essential. The concerns 
and input I get at events like commu-
nity coffees helps me better represent 
our neighborhoods,” Gloria said. 
He added that the urban agriculture 
regulations recently passed by the City 
Council grew out of concerns brought 
to him at a 2009 coffee meeting in 
Normal Heights.u
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March 2
Preschool storytime: 10:30 

to 11 a.m., Mission Hills Library, 
925 W. Washington St., 692-4910, 
tinyurl.com/missionhills, free.

Art of the Bowl: 11 a.m., 
presented by the San Diego Pot-
ter’s Guild, on display through the 
month of March, Spanish Village 
Gallery, 1770 Village Place, free 

Dr. Suess’s Birthday: 10:30 
a.m., As part of the Read Across 
America celebration of Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday, our preschool story time 
will include a story by Dr. Seuss. 
Every child will receive a Dr. Seuss 
sticker. Mission Hills Branch 
Library, 925 West Washington St., 
free 

Ten Minute Madness V: 8 
p.m., North Park Vaudeville and 
Candy Shoppe presents six new 
short plays by playwrights from 
around the country, North Park 
Vaudeville and Candy Shoppe, 2031 
El Cajon Blvd., $14

March 3
Golden Hill Farmer’s Mar-

ket: 8 a.m. to noon every Satur-

day, B St. between 27th and 28th 
Streets, free.

Old Town Farmer’s Market: 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Saturday, 
Harney Street, free.

A Night of Americana: 7 p.m., 
featuring Folding Mr. Lincoln, The 
Farewell Drifters and The Scarlet 
Furies, Claire De Lune’s Sunset 
Temple, 3911 Kansas St., $16

March 4
Hillcrest Farmer’s Market: 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Sunday, Hill-
crest DMV, 3960 Normal St., free.

Children’s Craft Time: 10 
a.m., craft projects for 3 – 8 year 
olds, Mission Hills Library, 925 W. 
Washington St., 692-4910, tinyurl.
com/missionhills, free.

La Fierce: 8:30 p.m., 20-dancer 
cast performance, 21 and older 
event, Numbers Night Club, 3811 
Park Blvd., $5

Folding Mr. Lincoln: 10 a.m., 
Rebecca’s, 3015 Juniper St., free

March 5
NPPC Urban Design and 

Project Review Subcommit-

tee meeting: 6 p.m., North Park 
Recreation Center, 2719 Howard 
Ave., free 

March 6
Residents Free Tuesdays 

in Balboa Park: hours vary by 
museum, participating museums 
include Reuben H. Fleet Science 
Center, Centro Cultural de la 
Raza, San Diego Model Railroad 
Museum, San Diego Natural His-
tory Museum. Free for San Diego 
Residents with ID, active military 
and dependents

I.C.S.C. (Irish Congress 
of Southern California) board 
meeting: 6 p.m., Imperial House, 
505 Kamlia Ave, free

I.C.S.C. (Irish Congress of 
Southern California) Parade 
committee: 7 p.m., Imperial 
House, 505 Kamlia Ave, free

Pajama Storytime: 6:30 p.m., 
children are invited to an evening 
storytime with books and possibly 
singing and puppets. Feel free to 
come dressed in your pajamas. Mis-
sion Hills Branch Library, 925 West 
Washington St., free 

Drop-in crochet club: 5 p.m., 
reservations are not required and 
supplies are not provided, North 
Park Library 3795 31st St., free 

Uptown Planners: 6 p.m., 
1230 Cleveland Ave., Suite M-200, 
free  

Neighborhood Watch Block 
Captains Monthly Meeting: 6 
p.m., San Diego Police Department, 
5215 Gaines St., free 

North Park Main Street De-
sign Committee: 5:30 p.m., 3076 
University Ave., free 

March 7
Mission Hills Farmer’s Mar-

ket: 3 to 7 p.m. every Wednesday, 
4050 Falcon St., free

Lego playtime: 5 p.m., North 
Park Branch Library, 3795 31st St., 
free 

Homework helpers: 6 – 7:30 
p.m., North Park Branch Library, 
3795 31st St., free

Lego playtime: 5 p.m., Mission 
Hills Branch Library, 925 West 
Washington St., free 

CalendarofEvents

By Assemblymember Toni Atkins

California’s public universities 
and colleges used to be a bargain 
for middle class parents.

In addition to their relatively 
low cost, they were also among 
the top academic colleges in the 
nation. They were the ultimate 
equalizer, as an excellent student 
could go to a world-class univer-
sity even if their parents were not 
wealthy.  

Due to the national recession 
and chronic budget shortfalls, col-
lege fees have risen dramatically 
over the last decade.  Since the 
2003-2004 school year, Califor-
nia State University fees have 
increased 191 percent, University 

of California fees have increased 
by 145 percent, and community 
college student fees have also 
increased significantly. 

While low-income students can 
still rely on Cal Grants and Pell 
Grants, middle income students 
whose families make just over the 
cutoff limit are being increasingly 
squeezed out of higher education.   

To keep college affordable for 
all Californians, I am joining with 
Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez 
and my Democratic colleagues 
in the Assembly to propose the 
Middle Class Scholarship, a pro-
gram to keep college fees down 
for middle income families. These 
scholarships will be funded by 
closing a tax loophole for out-of-
state corporations.

All students in the CSU and UC 
systems with family incomes less 
than $150,000 who do not already 
have fees covered from another 
source will receive a Middle Class 
Scholarship that cuts costs by 
two-thirds. To apply for the Middle 
Class Scholarship, CSU and UC 
students will fill out the standard 
financial aid forms.

Under this proposal, approxi-
mately 150,000 CSU students will 
receive the Middle Class Schol-
arship and save over $4,000 per 
year. About 42,000 UC students 
will also receive the Middle Class 
Scholarship and save up to $8,169 
per year.  Further, community col-
leges will receive $150 million to 
expand affordability efforts.  

Investing in California’s 

students is an investment in our 
future. For every one dollar we 
spend on higher education, the 
state gets a three-dollar return on 
its investment.  

Passing this legislation will 
require a two-thirds vote of the 
Legislature, which means Republi-
can and Democrat legislators will 
have to join together in support-
ing the plan. This won’t be easy 
to accomplish, but with enough 
persuasion from students, parents, 
and all who depend on an educat-
ed workforce in California, it can 
become a reality.  

For more information about the 
Middle Class Scholarship, please 
visit my website at http://asmdc.
org/members/a76/

Letter to the editor
Middle Class Scholarships Make College Affordable for All Californians

see CaLendar, page 23
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The K-Rails that previously caused a bottleneck situation from the SR-163 off ramp leading to Robinson Avenue in  
Hillcrest was removed on Feb. 23. (Photo by Luke Terpstra)

K-Rails on 10th and Robinson 
avenues in Hillcrest removed
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The cement barrier that pre-
viously deferred cars from the 
SR-163 of f-ramp onto Robinson 
Avenue in Hillcrest, called a 
K-rail, has been removed to help 
alleviate the bottleneck common 
to the intersection of Robinson 
and Tenth avenues in Hillcrest.

Luke Terpstra, Chair of the 
Hillcrest Town Council (HTC), 
said the previous situation 
“brought all the lanes down to 
one [lane] with one stop.” 

Through the ef forts of the 
HTC and representatives from 
District 3 Councilmember Todd 
Gloria’s and Assemblymember 
Toni Atkins’s of fices, the rail 
was removed and a new lane is 
now in place to minimize future 
traf fic congestion leading onto 
Robinson Avenue.

Terpstra said, “The [Hill-
crest] Town Council polled 
the community to see what we 
thought would be the best solu-
tion and what the City was will-
ing to do. For now that’s what 
this seems to be. We’ve tried to 
get our elected of ficials to push 

it forward, and they have.” 
It was unclear whether the 

City or State held ultimate 
responsibility, given work was 
done to a freeway off-ramp, 
which is State-maintained, but 
work was also done to a City 
street. 

HTC board member Tim 
Gahagan said, “The State got 
involved partly because there 
had to be permits in order to 
shut down the of f-ramp for 
the couple of hours needed to 
remove the cement rail.”

It was City funds that paid 
for the removal of the K-Rail and 
the repainting of the lane. 

Terpstra said, “What [the 
City is] doing is returning 
the intersection to the way it 
was, pre-[1996] when it was 
two lanes and the lanes were 
problematic…. They brought it 
all down to one lane with this 
cement K-rail and they just left 
it that way.”

He added, “It was supposed 
to be a temporary solution and 
then 15 years later we said, ‘Well, 
how long is temporary?’ and 
then we just lobbied and said, 
‘Listen, if you’re not going to do 

anything, at least put it back the 
way it was,’ because we felt that 
was a better situation.”

Terpstra said that two years 
ago, the HTC founded the 163 
Ramp Committee and, as a Com-
mittee, informed neighbors of 
their plans. “We started talking 
to people and letting neighbors 
know what we wanted to do,” he 
said. “It’s taken two years to fi-
nally get here and it wasn’t easy.” 

Ann Garwood, co-founder 
of Hillquest.com, was pleased 
about the removal of the K-Rail. 
“It just goes to show what a 
community dedicated to making 
itself better can do,” she said. “I 
mean it’s not easy and it takes 
a long time but if its something 
you want, you can make a dif-
ference and the Hillcrest Town 
Council has done that.“

She further encouraged peo-
ple who want to make other sug-
gestions for the neighborhood 
to come to the HTC meetings 
and “share their voice on how 
to make this community better,” 
she said. The Council next meets 
on March 13 at the Joyce Beers 
Center, located at 1230 Cleveland 
Ave., from 6:30 – 8 p.m.u

Ruth Japtok
VARIETAS
International &  
African Arts, Crafts,  Jewelry & Home Décor
3260 Adams Ave., 92116 • (619) 521-0480
Email: info@varietasarts.com
www.varietasarts.com

Ruth Japtok recently opened up an African/International Arts & 
Crafts, Jewelry & Home Decor boutique on Adams Avenue in Normal 
Heights.  Ruth is originally from East Africa, and over the years, she 
and her husband Martin collected arts and crafts items from countries 
they visited in Africa and with which they decorated their home in 
California. They knew that other people, too, would enjoy the many 
beautiful pieces they saw on their travels.  Thus their store carries 
colorful and unique batik paintings, small wooden and soap stone 
sculptures, masks, a variety of decorative baskets, striking jewelry 
from several countries--including the now popular paper beads--, 
imaginative metal art from South Africa, banana leaf paintings and 
mini-sculptures, oil paintings from Uganda, and a broad variety 
of items ideally suited as gifts. The overwhelming majority of the 
products are fair-trade products, meaning that they are acquired from 
wholesalers ensuring that the artisans can make a living from their 
work, or that Ruth and Martin have bought them from artisans directly 
at prices appropriate for the work, time and creativity involved.
Come by and visit us, there is surely something that will intrigue you.

Rarebird Consignment
1918 Fort Stockton Dr., 92103
www.rareconsignment.com
MAKE MONEY.  CREATE SPACE.  LIVE GREEN.

Looking to make a few dollars? Try consigning.  Whether it’s 
furniture, kitchen items, or art, Rare Bird Consignment House accepts 
furniture and home furnishings on consignment. Rare Bird pays 50% of 
the selling price to the consignor. You would be surprised at how much 
you can make in just 30 days.  Our consignor’s checks range from $2-
$6000 each month! 

“Spring cleaning” can create space in your home and in your 
life.  “Out with the old and in with the new”, is more than just 
an expression.   What new experiences and surprises await you? 
Consigning also gives new life to your treasures, with a new excited 
owner.  Reusing is the ultimate green choice.

It’s easy.  You can email photos of your items to kelly@
rarebirdconsignment.com, or call 619-450-6500 to set an appointment 
for us to visit your items.  We can tell you which pieces we can sell 
and for how much.  We then make 
arrangements for your items to be 
delivered.  After that, you receive a 
consignment check in short-order.  It’s as 
simple as that.  

Rare Bird Consignment House is 
open Tuesday –Saturday 10am-5pm.  
We take consignments on Tuesday-
Thursday.  Find us online at 
www.rarebirdconsignment.com or 
on Facebook to review our 
consignment agreement.

NEW JAZZERCISE FITNESS CENTER OPENS IN SAN DIEGO
San Diego, CA -- March 1, 2012 -- Jazzercise, the world’s leading 

dance fitness program, announced the opening of its newest fitness 
center in San Diego. Located at 6360 El Cajon Blvd., the Jazzercise 
College Area Fitness Center offers nineteen classes weekly.

The Grand Opening will be taking place on March 1st-3rd. During 
this time, a charter membership is available to join Jazzercise with no 
joining fee, free strength training sessions, and a choice of one month of 
free childcare or two free sessions of specialty classes.

“Jazzercise is so popular in San Diego that we found it necessary to 
open our own facility,” local instructor Liz Mataya explained. “We can 
now offer our customers a great workout in a brand new fitness center 
and expand our class offerings.”

Classes formerly held at 6663 El Cajon Blvd. will now take place 
at the Jazzercise College Area Fitness Center.A 60-minute Jazzercise 
class offers a fusion of jazz dance, resistance training, Pilates, yoga, 
kickboxing and Latin-style movements set to a variety of popular 
music. Each class includes a warm-up, high energy aerobic routines, 
muscle toning and cool down stretch segment for people of all ages 
and fitness levels. 

About Jazzercise 
Judi Sheppard Missett, who turned her love of jazz dance into 

a worldwide dance exercise phenomenon, founded the Jazzercise 
dance fitness program in 1969.  She has advanced the business 
opportunities of women and men in the fitness industry by growing 
her program into an international franchise business that today, 
hosts a network of 7,800 instructors teaching more than 32,000 
classes weekly in 32 countries. 

The workout program, which offers a fusion of jazz dance, 
resistance training, Pilates, yoga, kickboxing and Latin-style 
movements, has positively affected millions of people worldwide. 
Benefits include increased cardiovascular endurance, strength, 
and flexibility, as well as an overall “feel good” factor.  For 
more information on Jazzercise contact Mataya at 619-244-9290 
or Lmat325@gmail.com. For 
worldwide class information, go 
to jazzercise.com or 
call (800)FIT-IS-IT.

BUsIness spotLIghts

3260 Adams Avenue • (619) 521-0480
www.varietasarts.com

Varieta’sVarieta’sVarieta’sVarieta’s
International & African

Arts, Crafts, Jewelry & Home Decor

FREE Jewelry
with $20 purchase

On select jewelry. Max $5 Value.
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By Logan Broyles
SDUN Editor

After months of planning and 
negotiating, St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral is moving forward with a 
proposed project to build two 
high-rise, mixed-use condomin-
ium towers in Bankers Hill. The 
towers will be located on two 
parcels of land located off Olive 
and Nutmeg streets, adjacent to 
the Cathedral, located at 2728 
Sixth Ave. 

In September 2011, the 
Uptown Planners rejected the 
project due to concerns over 
the height of the towers. Local 
residents worried the proposed 
towers, which would have stood 
at 178 feet and 153 feet, would 
negatively affect air traffic pat-
terns over the area and take 
away from the neighborhood’s 
character.

St. Paul’s was able to reach 
a compromise with the Uptown 
Planners and the San Diego 
Planning Commissioners by 
reducing the size of the taller 
tower to 158 feet. 

Springline Associates owner 
Tom Delaney, who is managing 
the project, said, “We got some 
resistance about the height of 
the Olive [Street] tower, and we 
reached a compromise with the 

neighborhood groups by lower-
ing the planned size of the build-
ing. We achieved consensus with 
the community and received 
unanimous approval from both 
the Planning Commission and 
the City Council.”

As part of the agreement, St. 
Paul’s withdrew plans to include 
11 on-site affordable housing 
units and will instead pay a $1.5 
million fee to the San Diego 
Housing Authority. 

The plan for the Olive Street 
parcel includes a 15-story build-
ing with 65 condominiums, retail 
space and 1,500 square feet of 
office space for the Cathedral’s 
administrative offices. 

The southern site off Nut-
meg Street will be 13 stories tall, 
with 45 condominiums, 5,000 
square feet of retail space and 
5,000 square feet of office space. 

The next step in the project 
is to find a development partner 
to purchase the land from St. 
Paul’s. The land had been origi-
nally sold to a developer in 2005, 
but that developer defaulted on 
their contract. St. Paul’s decided 
to move forward with the project 
since the land-use approval pro-
cess had already begun. 

Once a new developer is 
found, they will pay St. Paul’s for 
the land and provide office and 

program space for the church. 
The developers will keep all 
profits from selling the luxury 
condos. The money paid to St. 
Paul’s for the purchase of the 
land will go primarily toward 
Cathedral programs oriented on 
helping the community.  

“Most importantly, this 
project is going to allow the 
Cathedral to expand their minis-
try,” Delaney said. “That’s what 
the whole project is about. The 
Cathedral is trying to generate 
some revenue so that it can do 
all the good things that it does in 
the surrounding neighborhood.”

The existing Cathedral will 
also be renovated as part of the 
project, including two new bell 
towers. Representatives from the 
church said they hope to break 
ground on the project in the next 
year and expects construction to 
take about two years.

“We think the project [is] 
going to have a very beneficial 
impact on the local community,” 
Delaney said. “These will be 
very attractive and sustainable 
buildings that will increase 
the housing stock in an area 
of town that is well-suited for 
additional development, and the 
additional retail space… will 
enliven the streets and boost 
the local economy.”u

St. Paul’s Cathedral developing state of 
the art condominiums in Bankers Hill

A rendering of the proposed Nutmeg Street tower from the view of Fifth Avenue. 
(Rendering provided by Springline Associates)

Development progresses on mixed-use condominiums after an 
agreement was reached with Uptown Planners over height issues
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UptownBriefs
Soho to hoSt hiStoric hoMe 
tour Weekend

On March 17 and 18, Save Our 
Heritage Organisation (SOHO) 
presents its Annual Historic Home 
Tour Weekend. This year features 
the early 20th-century homes of 
Bankers Hill. On March 17, attend-
ees can select from their choice of 
walking tours and new lectures. 
The main feature, the annual Home 
Tour, will be held on March 18. 
Both grand and modest works of 
master architects will be highlight-
ed on the 90-minute walking tour of 
Bankers Hill as tour guides reveal 
little known facts and new informa-
tion on the architectural history of 
the area. Times and ticket informa-
tion vary by event and whether par-
ticipants are a SOHO member. For 
more information, visit SOHOsan-
diego.org or call (619) 297-9327. 

public coMMent deadline for 
balboa park environMental 
iMpact report extended 

The opportunity for public com-
ment on the draft Environmental 
Impact Report for the Plaza de 
Panama project has been extended 
to March 22. Comments may be 
submitted in writing to the City via 
U.S. Mail and e-mail to the San Di-
ego Development Services Center 
Environmental Planner. The mail-
ing address is 1222 First Avenue, 
MS 501, San Diego, CA 92101. 
The e-mail address is DSDEAS@
sandiego.gov. The deadline for sub-
mitting comments is 5 p.m. Copies 
of the document are also available 
at the Downtown Central Library, 
located at 820 E St., and the North 
Park Branch Library located at 
3795 31st St. 

brooklyn Girl and MiSSion hillS 
toWn council to hoSt fun-raiSer 

The Brooklyn Girl Bar and 
Mission Hills Town Council will 
be hosting a “fun-raiser” to raise 
money to benefit the Mission 
Hills Concerts in the Park. On 
March 18 from 1 – 4 p.m., guests 
will be served appetizer portions 
of approximately 20 items from 
the Brooklyn Girl menu and 
enjoy complimentary cocktails, 

wine and beer. Tickets are $75 
per person in advance and $85 
per person at the door. Brooklyn 
Girl is located at 4033 Goldfinch 
St. For more information, e-mail 
Carin Canale-Theakston at carin@
canalecomm.com.

cohn reStaurant Group 
announceS neWeSt venture 

Cohn Restaurant Group, the 
group responsible for Balboa 
Park restaurants such as The Tea 
Pavilion and The Prado, along with 
several other restaurants across San 
Diego, has announced their newest 
concept, 100 Wines Hillcrest, set 
to open in early summer 2012. The 
restaurant will feature an array of 
wines ranging from local California 
to international selections. Wines 
will be sold by the glass and by the 
bottle through a unique program 
allowing guests to browse though 
selections priced in categories of 
$20, $30 and $40 plus per bottle. 100 
Wines Hillcrest will be located at 
1027 University Ave. 

aSSeMblyMeMber block 
introduceS leGiSlation to 
teMporarily Move teacher 
layoff notification deadline 

Assemblymember Marty Block 
introduced legislation on Feb. 24 
that would temporarily move the 
preliminary deadline for teacher 
layoffs in the San Diego Unified 
School District from March 15 to 
June 15 and the final layoff noti-
fication deadline from May 15 to 
Aug. 15, providing the District the 
benefit of analyzing the Governor’s 
May budget revision before making 
decisions on preliminary notices. 
The bill, titled AB 2417, would 
further provide the District the 
benefit of analyzing the final state 
budget before making decisions 
on layoffs. Last year, the San Diego 
Unified School District issued 1,374 
layoff notices in order to receive 
budget approval from the San 
Diego County Office of Education. 
The District eventually rescinded 
more than 85 percent of those 
layoffs, once accurate budget data 
was available.

uptoWn plannerS to have 
board election

Seven seats on the Uptown 
Planners Board of Directors are up 

for election on March 6 for a four-
year term, which will begin in April. 
To vote, an individual must present 
identification proving residency, 
property ownership or business 
ownership in Uptown. Ballots will 
then be provided to eligible voters. 
As a courtesy, it is suggested that 
before completing the ballot, voters 
first listen to the three-minute state-
ments each candidate will make 
regarding their qualifications and 
reasons they would like to serve, 
or continue to serve, on the Board. 
A voter may vote for up to seven 
candidates. 

birch north park theater to 
hoSt MuSic of azerbaijan 

The Birch North Park Theater, 
located at 2891 University Ave. 
in North Park, will host Music of 
Azerbaijan. On March 10 at 8 p.m., 
the Switzer-Highland Association 
will host the Azeri Folk Musicians 
for a night of music and literature 
reflective of North Park’s sister 
neighborhood of Baku in Azerbai-
jan. In October 2011, the Switzer-
Highland neighborhood of North 
Park and the Nasimi District of 
Baku in Azerbaijan became sister 
neighborhoods. Azerbaijan of-
ficials from Los Angeles, Wash-
ington, D.C. and Baku attended 
the ceremony in October, which 
included the official proclamation 
and a gift exchange between San 
Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders and 
the mayor of the Nasimi District 
of Baku, Nasim Mahamaliyev. 
Tickets for this event start at $15 
and are available at grossmont-
symphony.org. 

neW penaltieS approved for 
daMaGinG hiStoric StructureS

The City Council recently ap-
proved new penalties for damaging 
historic structures without permits, 
which will help protect local build-

ings of importance. The ordinance, 
which was approved by a vote of 
six to two, makes two changes to 
the Municipal Code related to civil 
penalties for code violations impact-
ing historic resources. One enables 
the director of the Neighborhood 
Code Compliance Department to 
assess penalties for unpermitted 
work to non-designated as well as 
designated historical structures. 
The second directs such penal-
ties be deposited into the Historic 
Preservation Fund. 

balboa park holdS filM conteSt 
for teen filMMakerS 

The Balboa Park and Balboa 
Park Online Collective are present-
ing the “Park Shorts: Balboa Park 
Film Competition” for participants 
ages 13 to 17. The contest is open 
to submissions of videos one 
minute or less that outline the 
filmmaker’s favorite place in Balboa 
Park or the San Diego Zoo. Par-
ticipants may submit videos from 
now until April 15. Official judging 
will take place April 16 – 30, and 
the winner announced on May 1. 
Visitors to balboapark.org may vote 
for their favorite video and may 
vote one time per day using a valid 
e-mail address. The video with the 
most valid votes will win. For more 
information and complete rules, 
visit balboapark.org/parkshorts

alice birney arSoniSt reWard 
increaSed to $10,000

San Diego Crime Stoppers and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) have increased 
the reward for information leading 
to the arrest of the arsonist who 
set fire to Alice Birney Elemen-
tary School on Jan. 16. Previously, 
Crime Stoppers was offering $1,000 
for information leading to an arrest. 
Now, the reward stands at $10,000. 
$5,000 of which is coming from 

ATF and the remaining $5,000 com-
ing from Crime Stoppers. Officer 
James Johnson explained this is 
to further encourage the public to 
come forward with any information 
and to remind the public that this is 
an ongoing investigation. 

GliMpSe Gallery openS earth 
and Sky exhibit 

In The Glimpse Gallery’s latest 
exhibit: “Elemental Contrast: Lay-
ers of Earth & Vastness of Sky,” 
artists Robin Przybysz and Nancy 
Torn represent the contrasting 
richness of earth with the open-
ness of the sky. Przybysz blends 
gourds, willows, fibers and differ-
ent types of metal, creating textur-
al art that beckons to be touched. 
By loosely layering acrylic paints 
sealing each layer with iridescent-
like glazes, Torn’s paintings bring 
to mind the vastness of the open 
sky. Her signature deckled edge 
adds the final textural elements in 
her paintings. The exhibit will run 
Feb. 18 – March 14 at the Glimpse 
Gallery, located at 3813 Ray St., in 
North Park. 

norMal heiGhtS interSection 
reconfiGuration coMpleted 

The reconfigured intersection 
of Normal Heights that intersects 
the streets of Cherokee, Madison, 
East Mountain View and Ward 
was recently completed. With 
the intent of improving safety for 
pedestrians, the project includes 
new curbs and gutters, sidewalks, 
cross walks, pedestrian ramps, 
street paving, streetlights and 
landscaping. Additional purposes 
of the project are to calm traffic, 
upgrade curb ramps and provide 
safer conditions for pedestrians. 
Landscaping and mulch will be in-
stalled to cover the unpaved areas. 
The project was funded by federal, 
state and local funds.u
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As droves of restaurants and 
cafés across the nation aim to 
maximize their support of local 
purveyors, Seekey Cacciatore of 
Toma Sol Café in Mission Hills 
gets a top rating for her efforts.

Starting with the coffee and 
extending into salads, Paninis and 
knockout soups, she taps into San 
Diego’s home front with beans 
from Café Moto, greens from 
Garden of Eden and breads from 

Sadie Rose Baking Company.
Setting herself further apart 

from other coffee cafés, she 
presents a rotating selection of 
soups by Decker Brothers Gour-
met, started by a pair of sib-
lings who moved here from the 
East Coast before they began 
wowing us with creations like 
tomato-blue cheese bisque, split 
pea with citrus and chili mole. 
They’re among the savory po-
tages appearing on Toma 
Sol’s menu this 

month.

Even the pastries and bottled 
desalinated H2O are homespun, 
hailing from Baked in the Sun 
and Solar Water, respectively. 
Although if you opt for an or-
ganic soda in a punchy flavor 
like Mandarin orange, look no 
further than the line of Maine 
Root fizzies she carries from 
“The Pine Tree State.”

“It’s hard to be 100 percent 
local, but I’m trying as hard as 

I can,” says Cacciatore, who 
jumped careers from 

environmental 
consultant 

to café 

operator in November. 
In doing so, she at-
tended a barista school 
in Portland, Ore. to 
gain a firm understand-
ing on making traditional 
coffee drinks, though 
admitting, “I’m more of a 
tea drinker.”

However, don’t underesti-
mate her creamy, steamy lattes 
made with espresso or chai tea 
and completed with customary 
patterns inscribed into their 
foamy crowns. Served in jumbo 
ceramic cups, the café’s bright 
interior and orange walls indeed 
leave you feeling as though 
you’re drinking, or “taking from 
the sun,” as the Spanish meaning 
for Toma Sol implies.

Visiting a week before the 
new selection of soups arrived, 
we soaked up the warmth from 
tomato-lentil with garlic, thickened 
also with minced carrots. That’s 
off the list by now, but if the Deck-
ers ever decide to hold classes in 
soup making, I’ll be the first to 
enroll.

From the panini list, we ate 
with gusto a roast beef and 

cheddar with horserad-
ish mayo and a ham 

and Swiss with 
mus-

tard. The 
condiments 
and fillings 
were applied 
thinly -- as 
well they 
should for 

allowing the 
essence of the rustic, toasted 
ciabatta to speak. In Italy, a pa-
nini is a stripped-down sandwich, 
which means that if you get one 
bursting with too much meat or 
cheese, you’re not eating this cel-
ebrated snack in its truest form.

Other panini options include 
turkey and Jack cheese; a vegetar-
ian using feta, pesto and sun-dried 
tomatoes; and a breakfast version 
available anytime of the day, made 
with eggs, cheddar and house-
made chipotle mayo.

The food menu is rounded out 
with hearty salads, one of them 
a quinoa medley hailing from 
Ganosh Gourmet in Coronado. 
But if you’d rather wash down 
leafy vegetation with your coffee 
fix, another commingles organic 
greens with feta, walnuts, cran-
berries and Kalamata olives.

Speaking of produce, Toma 
Sol serves as a pickup point 
for the Community Supported 
Agriculture program, from 9 to 
11 a.m. every Sunday. The event 
draws dozens of customers while 
attesting to Cacciatore’s commit-
ment to flaunt the bounties origi-
nating from our own backyard.u

Frank saBatInI  Jr . /  restaUrant revIew

Toma Sol CaFé
301 W. Washington St. 

(Mission Hills)

619-291-1159
Prices: Coffee drinks, $1.70 
to $3.85; soups, salads and 

paninis $3.55 to $6.25

Drink from the sun

Sensational soups 
and warm paninis 
provide sustenance 
at Toma Sol Café. 
(Photo by Frank 
Sabatini Jr.)

The latte at Toma Sol 
adheres to Italian 
tradition. (Photo by 
Frank Sabatini Jr.)

For advertising, call Mike at

(619) 961-1958

UPTOWN DINING

Lowest rates! • Includes a 300 
word write up • Get reuslts!
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RaTINGS:

drinks: 
if you’re a sweet tooth, behold the house 
sangria infused with molasses, dates and 
blackberries. The bar has also increased 
its tap beer selection and offers wildcard 
wine choices of global origins on certain 
days of the week.

Food: 
The coco flatbread with cranberries and 
Asiago cheese is a winner!

value: 
Depending what day of the week you visit, 
savings average a couple of bucks on 
booze, tapas and various flatbreads. 

service: 
in keeping with the bar’s neighborhood 
feel, the owners extend warm welcomes 
to patrons while providing casual, unpre-
tentious service.

duration: 
There’s no need to rush in here on Fridays 
should you get snared in rush-hour traf-
fic. As of this week, a second late-night 
happy hour has been added, and we like 
the fact that deals exist on saturdays.

Come on  
Ge t  Happy!

dr. Ink

Cueva Bar
2123 Adams Ave., (University Heights)

619-269-6612
Happy Hour: 5 to 7 p.m. Monday–Saturday, with the addition of 10 p.m. to midnight on Fridays
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Welcome to ‘the cave’

“What do you think is in this San-
gria?” I asked my drinking cohort 
who lived in Spain for three years.

“Not sure, but it has a deep 
prune-y taste,” he replied as we 
noted its intense sweetness, inky 
red color and exceptionally gener-
ous pours sitting in our globe-
shaped stemware.

On Saturdays at Cueva Bar, 
the happy hour special points 
directly to seasonal, house-made 
Sangria, available for $5 a glass. 
It’s served with complimentary 
tortilla chips and thick, zesty salsa 
made on the premises by chef-
owner Oz Blackaller. It turned 
out that Blackaller’s wife, Joanna, 
concocted the current recipe 
for this Spanish commingling of 
wine and fruit. Although here she 
used an anomalous blend of red 
wine, molasses, wine-based Triple 
Sec, blackberries and dates. The 
latter ingredient is what obviously 
tipped off my friend’s palate upon 
first sip, which indeed added a 
raisin-like quality to the drink. 
Fans of Port and old-vine reds will 
easily embrace its cloyingness.

Drink and food specials vary 
throughout the remainder of 
the week (except on Sundays, 
where a happy hour is not of-
fered). They feature $2 off all 
beers (bottled and drafts) plus $6 
flatbreads on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday. Visit on Tuesday 
or Thursday and savor $5 wines 
by the glass (red 
or white) along 
with $5 tapas.

New to the program is a second 
late-night happy hour on Fridays 
resuming that day’s deals while 
also pulling in the tapas menu. In 
addition, Blackaller increased his 
beer taps from three to eight this 
week, giving customers broader 
pairing possibilities for his South 
American-inspired chow, all served 
within cozy confines that welcome 
you with burnt-orange walls and 
rustic décor. The name “Cueva,” 
by the way, is Spanish for “cave.” 

Having been a fan of Black-
aller’s coco flatbread with walnuts, 
dried cranberries and Asiago 
cheese, I was thrilled to see it 
make the tapas list throughout the 
weekdays. The creation breaks the 
mold of all other flatbreads served 
around town, striking a sweet-and 
savory outcome that matches 
better to beer and medium-bodied 
vino than it does heavy Sangria.

Of the newish tapas we 
sampled off the Saturday menu, a 
smashed red potato topped with ol-
ive tapenade would have been live-
lier if draped with a piece of Span-
ish ham or prosciutto. Although 
an order of potato skins broke into 
a hat dance when swiped through 
the marvelously spicy house aioli. 
Other nibbles you’ll find along the 
way include dates stuffed with 
bacon and goat cheese, olive 
tapenade quesadillas and 
baked pita with veggies.

In keeping with 
its Spanish ambiance, 
the softly lit Cueva 
Bar demands you 
hang a while over 
sips, bites and 
intimate conver-
sation.u

The Latin-inspired 
Cueva Bar runs 
assorted happy 

hour deals six 
days a week. 

(Photo by Dr. Ink) 

House-made 
Sangria with 

free chips and 
homemade salsa 
are in the offing 
on Saturdays at 

Cueva Bar. 
(Photo by Dr. Ink) 



“GUYS aND DollS” 
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays – Thursdays and 
8 p.m. Friday – saturday and 
2 p.m. sundays through April 1st 
lamb’s Player’s Theatre 
1142 orange Ave., Coronado  
Tickets: $26-$64

info: (619) 437-6000

Web: www.lambsplayers.org
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By Charlene Baldridge
SDUN Reporter

The newly opened “Guys and 
Dolls” is a splendid example of 
the Lamb’s Players Theater doing 

what it does best. All the elements 
in this classic, large cast musi-
cal, from leads to costumes to 
choreography and live orchestra, 
are assured, sparkling with ease 
and enthusiasm. This review is 

based on the opening night per-
formance of Feb. 11. The musical 
plays through April 1.

The 1950 Broadway musical 
is based on short stories and 
characters by Damon Runyon 

with a book by Jo Swerling and 
Abe Burrows. Frank Loesser’s 
music and lyrics sparkle, offer-
ing listeners who may have for-
gotten, or never knew, a prime 
bouquet of songs that issue from 
character and advance the plot.

An entertainer at the Hot Box 
nightclub, Miss Adelaide (hilari-
ous and spunky Eileen Bowman) 
has been engaged for 14 years to 
a gambler named Nathan Detroit 
(Spencer Rowe). Nathan has seri-
ous commitment issues and runs 
“The Oldest Established” floating 
crap game in town. Harry the 
Horse (Andy Collins) is putting 
the pressure on because Big Julie 
(John Rosen) is in from Chicago 
looking for some action and Nathan 
hasn’t yet found a venue for it. 

Nathan finds a place but 
needs a $1,000 guarantee, 
which he doesn’t have. He 
bets high-roller Sky Masterson 
(Brent Schindele) that Sky can’t 
persuade Salvation Army doll 
Sarah Brown (Kelsey Venter) 
to go to Havana with him. Sky, 
who is very persuasive, wins the 
bet and falls in love for the first 
time (“I’ve Never Been in Love 
Before”) and despite her better 
judgment, so does Sarah (“If I 
Were a Bell”). 

Nathan’s main Guys are 
well played by Jesse Abeel as 
Liver Lips Louie, Danny Boman 
[sic] as Benny Southstreet, and 
Tim Roberts as Nicely Nicely, 
with fine turns by Rhona Gold 
as Salvation Army General 
Cartwright, Ralph Johnson as 
Sarah’s grandfather (touching in 
his song “More I Cannot Wish 
You”) and Jim Chovick as Lt. 
Brannigan. 

Knockout musical numbers in-
clude Adelaide’s “Take Back Your 
Mink,” Sky’s “Luck Be a Lady,” 
and the ensemble piece “Sit 
Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat.”

Schindele and Venter are 
musically fine as Sky and Sarah. 
Though it’s not the ideal rolling 
and rich baritone, Schindele’s 
voice is well suited the venue and 
he is handsome. Venter possesses 
a sweet soprano and gratifying 
musicality. What I would wish her 
is a better wig. As for Bowman’s 
Adelaide, she is precious, ex-
tremely musical and a screaming-
ly funny comic. Rowe is extremely 
appealing as Nathan.

Costume designer Jeanne 
Reith dresses the Guys and 
Dolls brightly. I particularly 
adored Benny’s green suit and 
the colorful shirts worn by the 
male dancers, who were fabu-
lously kinetic crapshooters as 
choreographed by Coleen Kollar 
Smith. Kerry Meads upholds 
her reputation as one of the 
city’s finest musical comedy 
directors. The pacing never 
flags and the evening flashes by 
in just two and a half hours, due 
in part to Mike Buckley’s fluid 
scenic design. Patrick Duffy’s 
sound design supports the 
artists as well as Jon Lorenz’s 
musical direction, the fine five-
piece band, which plays Taylor 
Peckham’s venue appropriate 
orchestrations.u 

Lamb’s Players fields fine, fun ‘Guys and Dolls’
Spencer Rowe and 
Eileen Bowman  
(Photo by JT  
MacMillan)

our papers are  
audited with CvC 

Visit us on the web at  
www.sdcnn.com
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By Charles Infosino
SDUN Reporter

San Diego’s Japanese Friendship Garden 
is a unique piece of Balboa Park that trans-
ports its visitors to Japan. The sight of the 
garden, the sound of the waterfall, the smell 
of the flowers, the taste of the green tea and 
the feel of the koi pond’s breeze immerse 
all of the senses in Japanese culture.

The Japanese Friendship Garden is 
named “San-Kei-En” which means “Three 
Scene Garden” and refers to water, pasture 
and mountain. It was named in honor of 
the San-Kei-En Garden in Yokohama, San 
Diego’s sister city in Japan. 

The Garden features 160 cherry blossom 
trees, a koi pond with waterfall, an exhibit 
hall, lanterns, bonsai trees, bamboo trees, 
rocks, flowers and plants. It also highlights 
a tsukubai, a small basin used in Japanese 
Buddhist temples for visitors to purify them-
selves with a shi-shi-odoshi, a water foun-
tain used in Japanese gardens that trickle 
water down a tube to make sounds. 

They also teach cultural, horticultural 
and wellness classes, such as tea ceremo-

nies, yoga and ikebana, which is Japanese 
flower arrangement. The facility also 
houses a Tea Pavilion, which serves 45 hot 
teas, sushi, miso and noodle soups, salads, 
rice bowls and Japanese snacks.

San Diego’s Japanese Friendship Gar-
den’s history dates back to 1915, when the 
Japanese government presented a Japanese-
built Tea House to the City of San Diego 
for the Panama-California Exposition. The 
Asakawa family operated the Tea House 
until the 1940s. A group of citizens banded 
together in the late 1970s to restore the 
symbol of friendship between the United 
States and Japan and started the process 
that led to the Garden’s construction. In 
1991, the Garden opened in Balboa Park.

The Garden’s koi pond is the feature that 
makes the Japanese Friendship Garden a 
unique venue in San Diego. “The koi pond 
is probably our most popular area,” Opera-
tions Assistant Marisa Espinosa said, “We 
have very top quality koi. I think that is 
one of the things that stand out about the 
Garden.” 

All but one of the Garden’s current koi 
fish were born in Japan. Espinosa credits 

The Koi Club of San Diego for the quality of 
the Garden’s koi. Club members purchase 
the Japanese Friendship Garden’s koi at 
auctions with Garden funding, go to the 
Garden on a weekly basis to care for the 
koi and if there is any issue, they bring in a 
veterinarian.

The bonsai collection is another high-
light of the Garden, which features bonsai 
trees that are over 100 years old. 

Its Exhibit House, built in the sukiya 
Japanese architectural style, features a per-
manent art collection, as well as its tempo-
rary exhibits, which showcase works from 
local and Japanese artists that change every 
three months.  

Additionally, the Japanese Friendship 
Garden is preparing for a vast expansion. The 
two and a half acre venue will grow into an 11-
acre Garden by 2014. The expansion will add 
a pavilion building, which will be a multipur-
pose room for exhibits, classes, weddings and 
special events; an amphitheater that will fit 
300 people; a larger tea house; and a mainte-
nance building. 

Balboa Park’s
Japanese Friendship Garden 

see garden, page 17

Are you following us on… 
Search for…

San Diego  
Uptown News
or Gay San Diego

(All photos by Charles Infosino)
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By Marc “Mookie” Kaczor
SDUN Reporter

North Park resident Josh 
Damigo isn’t rich, he’s never had 
a platinum record, never sold out 
Viejas Arena, never opened for 
U2; however, he’s a professional 
musician who writes, records 
and performs often in San Diego 
– and earns money doing it. 

Damigo’s musical journey 
started in 2004 after tearing some 
ligaments in his knee in an acci-
dent while playing in a pick-up bas-
ketball game. There wasn’t much 
he could do during the recovery 
time, being holed up at home with 
his knee healing, besides rent 
video games and play guitar. 

Damigo started writing his 
own songs and many of his friends 
immediately encouraged him to 
take the stage to showcase his 
talent. It took Damigo two months 
of showing up at the open mic 

night at Lestat’s on Adams Avenue 
before he felt courageous enough 
to take the stage.

Soon after, Damigo quickly 
found out how an independent 
artist not only can receive royalty 
payments for getting occasional 
spins on terrestrial radio, but also 
from internet plays and perform-
ing their own music at shows, 
primarily through self-promotion. 

Damigo knows how relent-
less an indie artist has to be 
when it comes to promotion. He 
maintains that only five percent 
of the music business is actually 
making the music and the other 
95 percent is networking, book-
ing shows, working with promot-
ers and maintaining an online 
presence. Like many independent 
artists, Damigo turned to his fans 
to help fund his upcoming album, 
raising over $6,000 through a 
Kickstarter campaign. Kickstart-
er.com is a website where fans 

are encouraged to donate to help 
artists fund things like studio 
time, distribution or a tour.

Additionally, Damigo encour-
ages musicians to look into get-
ting royalties through SESAC, 
which at one point was an 
acronym, but currently is not an 
abbreviation for anything, as well 
as the American Society of Com-
posers, Authors and Publishers 
(ASCAP) or Broadcast Music, 
Inc. (BMI). SESAC and BMI are 
free to join for any musician who 
is serious about making a living 
by making music, and there is 
a fee to join ASCAP. All these 
organizations are designed to 
help musicians earn money for 
the music they play. 

“SESAC has single-handedly 
allowed me to become a full-time 
artist. More artists could easily 
emerge from San Diego if they 
took the time to study the busi-
ness side of their art,” he said. 

Since his first open mic ap-
pearance, Damigo has released 
the Pocket Change EP in 2007, 
the single “Love Again” was fea-
tured in the indie film Bad Faith 
and his 13-track album “Raw” 
took home a San Diego Music 
Award for best acoustic in 2009.

A thinking man’s song-
writer, Damigo learned business 
principles by earning a master’s 
degree in organizational manage-
ment and has researched and 
discovered the music business 
all by himself. The days of work-
ing odd jobs in coffee shops, re-
tail stores and doing data entry 
are now in the past. 

Damigo’s musical influences 
come from artists like Jim Croce, 
Shawn Mullin, Ryan Adams and 
San Diego’s acclaimed Americana 
act Berkley Hart. New music 
from Josh Damigo, produced by 
Jeff Berkley of Berkley Hart, is 
expected in May followed by a 
tour of the United States. 

The new material will sound 
a bit different than the standard 
acoustic songs to which his fans 
are accustomed. There will be 
more musicians tapped to con-
tribute more instruments and 
more electric guitar fuzz. Damigo 
performs frequently at Uptown 
venues such as Lestat’s and he’s 
got a residency starting soon at 
House of Blues.u

Josh Damigo knows
how to play the syStem

(Photo courtesy of Steve Covault)

Dennis Otsuji, President of the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, said, 
“The uniqueness is that the Gar-
den presents an atmosphere of el-
egant simplicity and quiet beauty. 
While always in a state of change, 
the Garden’s basic element of 
trees, shrubs, rock and water are 
balanced to create a peaceful, 
harmonious and transcendental 
environment conducive to con-
templation and meditation.”

He added, “It has taken these 
elements and transformed itself 
into a Japanese–style garden 
adapted to the topography, horti-

culture and climate in San Diego, 
making it special and unique to 
this region… it is a major horti-
cultural and cultural addition to 
Balboa Park which is enjoyed by 
millions of people both locally 
and from all over the world.”

Admission to the Garden is 
free on the third Tuesday of each 
month as a part of the Residents 
Free in Balboa Park program.

The Japanese Friendship 
Garden will be hosting their 
annual Cherry Blossom Festival 
on March 17, from 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. The Festival is included in 
the admission to the Garden and 
will of fer a preview to the expan-
sion site. For more information, 
visit niwa.org.u

From PaGe 15

garden
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HELP WANTED

AUTOS WANTED

AUTOS DONATIONS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ADOPTION

WANTED TO BUY

EDUCATION

PERSONALS

MONEY TO LEND

OUT OF AREA

TV

HEALTH & MEDICAL

S a l e s  &  R e n t a l s

DOWNTOWN

IMPERIAL BEACH

619.640.7530
www.sdforrent.com

3128 El Cajon Blvd. San Diego, CA 92104

425 W. Beach#1401. 2bd 2ba
in Aqua Vista. $2400 rent $2400 
deposit. View, pool, gym,
valet parking.

1492 Iris St. 2bd. 1 ba. Bike 
to beach $1100

MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS  •  To place your ad call Kania at (619) 961.1957

REAL ESTATE / RENTALS

MISC. FOR SALE

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  You choose from 
families nationwide.  LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID.  Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions.  866-413-
6292, 24/7 Void/Illinois  

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
adoption expert. You choose from 
families nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6296

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR! 
Breast Cancer Research founda-
tion! Most highly rated breast 
cancer charity in America! Tax 
Deductible/Fast Free Pick Up. 
800-771-9551 www.cardonations-
forbreastcancer.org

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! 
Top $$$$$ PAID! Running or 
Not, All Years, Makes, Mod-
els. Free Towing! We’re Local! 
7 Days/Week. Call Toll Free: 
1-888-416-2330

DONATE A CAR - HELP CHIL-
DREN FIGHTING DIABETES. 
Fast, Free Towing. Call 7 days/week. 
Non-runners OK. Tax Deductible. 
Call Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation 1-800-578-0408

DONATE YOUR CAR to CAN-
CER FUND of AMERICA to help 
SUPPORT CANCER PATIENTS. 
Tax Deductible. Next Day Tow-
ing. Receive Vacation Voucher. 
Call 7 Days 1-800-835-9372

DONATE YOUR CAR to CHIL-
DREN’S CANCER FUND of 
AMERICA and help end CHILD-
HOOD CANCER. Tax Deduct-
ible. Next Day Towing. Receive 
Vacation Voucher. 7 Days 
1-800-469-8593

Donate Your Car! Civilian Vet-
erans & Soldiers Help Support 
Our U.S. Military Troops 100% 
Volunteer Free same Day Towing. 
Tax Deductible. Call and Donate 
Today! 1-800-471-0538

TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any Car/
Truck, Running or Not. Call for 
INSTANT offer:  
1-800-454-6951

WE BUY CARS!  Running or 
Not. Any Make, Model or Year. 
Call today for an INSTANT OF-
FER.  Free Towing/Pickup. Top 
Dollar. We’re Local! 
1-800-844-3595

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up 
to $150 daily. Get paid to shop pt/
ft. Call now 1-888-750-0193.

Good Money! Weekly! Home-
workers needed NOW! Details: 
Rush Long SASE: NHA, 28 E. 
Jackson, #F-458, Dept. NANI, 
Chicago, IL 60604-2263 WWW.
EASYBABYCASH.COM 

Start Earning Now! $1000’s 
Weekly For Placing Free Online 
Classifieds Just Like This One. 
Get Paid Daily! Call 1-800-818-
4395 www.987wow.com

Finish High School at home in a 
few weeks. First Coast Academy, 
1-800-658-1180x130. 
www.fcahighschool.org

Excellent weekly income process-
ing our mail! Free supplies! Help-
ing homeworkers since 1992. 
Genuine! 888-302-1522    www.
howtowork-fromhome.com  

Assemble animal magnets and 
crafts from home. Make ex-
tra income. Start Immediately. 
Genuine! 888-302-1522. www.
howtowork-fromhome.com

MOVIE EXTRAS. Earn up 
to $300 daily. No experience 
required. All looks and ages. 
1-800-981-4925

We buy structured settlement and 
annuity payments.  Get a $1,000 
cash advance for your payments. 
Call 877-536-3703 today!

CREDIT CARD DEBT? LEGAL-
LY REMOVE IT!New program 
utilizing Consumer Protection 
Attorneys. Minimum $7000 debt 
to qualify. Call 1-866-652-7630

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train 
for hands on Aviation Career. FAA 
approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Job placement assistance.  
CALL Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-889-1346 toll free

** ABLE TO TRAVEL ** Hiring 10 
people, Work- travel all states, resort 
areas. No experience. Paid training/
Transportation provided. 18+ 1-888-
853-8411 www.protekchemical.com

Mystery Shoppers Needed Earn 
up to $150 per day Undercover 
Shoppers Needed to Judge Retail 
& Dining Establishments Experi-
ence Not Required Call Now 
888-380-3513

TAKE VIAGRA?  SAVE $500! 
100mg,/Cialis 20mg. 40+4 FREE, 
PILLS. Only $99.00  Discreet. 
1-888-797-9024  

IF YOU USED YAZ/YAZMIN/
OCELLA BIRTH CONTROL 
PILLS OR A NuvaRING VAGI-
NAL RING CONTRACEPTIVE 
between 2001 & present and devel-
oped blood clots, suffered a stroke, 
heart attack or required gall bladder 
removal, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727

****TAKE VIAGRA/CIA-
LIS? SAVE $500.00! Get 40 
100mg/20mg Pills, for only $99! 
Call now, Get 4/BONUS Pills 
FREE! Your Satisfaction or Mon-
ey Refunded! 1-888-796-8870

MEMORY FOAM THERA-
PEUTIC NASA MATTRESSES 
T-$299 F-$349 Q-$399 K-$499 
ADJUSTABLES - $799 FREE 
DELIVERY LIFETIME WAR-
RANTY 90 NIGHT TRIAL 
1-800-ATSLEEP1-800-287-5337  
WWW.MATTRESSDR.COM

$$OLD GUITARS WANTED$$ 
Gibson,Fender,Martin,Gretsch. 
1920’s to 1980’s. Top Dollar paid. 
Toll Free: 1-866-433-8277

WORK ON JET ENGINES 
- Train for hands on Aviation 
Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance.  Call AIM 
(866)453-6204 

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from Home.  *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Criminal Justice. Job 
placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. Call 800-494-3586 www.
CenturaOnline.com

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make 
or Model! Free Towing.   Sell it 
TODAY. Instant offer: 
1-800-864-5784  

Dish Network lowest nationwide 
price $19.99 a month.  FREE 
HBO/Cinemax/Starz FREE 
Blockbuster FREE HD-DVR and 
install.  Next day install 
1-800-413-3897    

Frustrated with Dial-Up? High-
speed Satellite Internet is here.$0 
down and $49.99 per month. 
Available at your Home TODAY! 
DIRECTV also available. 
Call 1-888-920-2127

**OLD GUITARS WANTED!** 
Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
Prairie State, Euphonon, Larson, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg, Ricken-
backer, and Mosrite. Gibson Man-
dolins/Banjos. 1930’s thru 1970’s 
TOP CASH PAID! 1-800-401-0440

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train 
for hands on Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied – Housing available Call 
AIM (888) 686-1704 or visit 
www.fixjets.com

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/
mo!  SAVE when you bundle 
Internet+Phone+TV and get up 
to $300 BACK! (select plans). 
Limited Time Call NOW! 877-
276-3538 

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from Home.  *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Paralegal, *Accounting, 
*Criminal Justice. Job placement 
assistance.  Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. Call 800-
510-0784 www.CenturaOnline.com

Bundle & Save on your CABLE, 
INTERNET PHONE, AND 
MORE.  High Speed Internet 
starting at less than$20/mo. 
CALL NOW! 800-314-9361

CA$H PAID-UP TO $23/BOX 
for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS! 2 DAY PAY-
MENT & PREPAID shipping. SE 
HABLA ESPANOL. 
Emma 1-888-776-7771. 
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/
Trucks Wanted. Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid. We Come To 
You! Any Make/Model. Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-800-864-5960

DIRECTV $29.99/mo $0 Start 
Costs! Free HBO CINEMAX 
SHOWTIME STARZ! FREE HD/
DVR! Free Installation! We’re 
“Local” Installers! 800-355-4203

Dish Network $19.99/mo! Free 
HBO+Showtime+Cinemax+Sta
rz+Blockbuster! Free HD/DVR! 
Next Day Install! Ask About 
Internet/TV/Phone Bundles! 
800-732-0574

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE 
ONLINE *Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice. Job placement 
assistance.  Computer avail-
able.  Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call 800-510-
0784 www.CenturaOnline.com

EnjoyBetterTV DISH Network 
Authorized Retailer Offers, FREE 
HD for Life, Packages from 
$19.99/mo. Includes locals, 3 HD 
receivers free.  Restrictions Ap-
ply. Call NOW!! (877) 594-2251

Get TV & Internet for UNDER 
$50/mo. For 6 mos.  PLUS Get 
$300 Back!-select plans. Limited 
Time ONLY Call NOW! 
866-944-0906

Reach over 20 million homes na-
tionwide with one easy buy! Only 
$2,395 per week for a 25 word 
classified! For more information 
go to www.naninetwork.com

WORK ON JET ENGINES 
– Train for hands on Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if 
qualified – Job placement assis-
tance. Call AIM (866) 854-6156.

LAWSUIT CASH Auto Accident? 
All cases qualify! Get CASH 
before your case settles! Fast Ap-
proval. Low Fees. (866) 709-1100 
www.glofin.com

100 ACRE TEXAS LAND 
SALE- 70% Discount! $0/Down, 
$195/month. Was $64,500. Now 
$19,500!! No Credit Checks. 
Owner Financing. Money Back 
Guarantee. Great Mountain 
Views. FREE color brochure. 
1-877-284-2072

GEORGIA LAND- NEW YEAR 
SALE! Beautiful 1acre-20acres 
homesites. Amazing weather, Au-
gusta area (Washington County). 
Low taxes. Low down Payment, 
Financing from $149/month. Call 
Owner 706-364-4200

TOP DOCTOR from India, Liv-
ing in Boston, 47, 5-10, 195, vis-
iting mid March seeks discreet, 
straight appearing, GM, 25-45, 
for friendship, fun and whatever. 
Email: sensualsoulfuldoc@gmail.
com. Voicemail: 617.713.0470

***FREE Foreclosure List-
ings*** OVER 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. Low down pay-
ment. Call now 800-250-2043.

GEORGIA LAND   Beautiful 
1acre-20acres.    Amazing weath-
er,    Augusta Area. Financing w/
Low down, from $149/month.    
Owner 706-364-4200  

Stop Renting. Lease option buy. 
Rent to own. No money down. 
No credit check. 1-877-395-0321

Available Now!!!   2-4 Bedroom 
homes   Take Over Payments   No 
Money Down/No Credit Check   
Call  1-888-269-9192  

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/
mo!  SAVE when you bundle 
Internet+Phone+TV and get up 
to $300 BACK! (Select plans).  
Limited Time Call NOW! 1-866-
944-0906

YEARBOOKS “Up to $15 
paid for high school year-
books1900-1988. yearbookusa@
yahoo.com or 972-768-1338.”

WANTED DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS Any kind/brand. Unex-
pired up to $24.00. Shipping Paid. 
Hablamos espanol 1-800-267-
9895 www.selldiabeticstrips.com

Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

CA$H PAID- up to $25/Box for 
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS. Hablamos Espa-
nol. 1-800-371-1136

FAST PAYMENT for sealed, 
unexpired DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS-up to $17/Box! Most 
brands. Shipping Prepaid. Call 
today & ask for 
Emma 1-888-776-7771 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com 

WANTED DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. ANY KIND/BRAND. 
UP TO $22.00/Box. SHIPPING 
PAID. HABLAMO ESPANOL. 
1-800-266-0702 
www.SellDiabeticstrips.com

WANTED JAPANEESE MO-
TORCYCLE KAWASAKI 1967-
1980 Z1-900, KZ900, KZ1000, 
ZIR, KZ1000MKII, W1-650, 
H1-500, H2-750, S1-250, S2-350, 
S3-400 Suzuki GS400, GT380, 
CB750 (69.70) CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142, 1-310-721-0726 
usa@classicrunners.com

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to has 
purchased the above classifieds. 
Determining the value of their 
service or product is advised by 
this publication. In order to avoid 
misunderstandings, some adver-
tisers do not offer employment 
but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other ma-
terials designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give the 
client your checking, license ID, or 
credit card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is 
illegal to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.

EMPLOYMENT



Re-Stucco
Specialists

Interior Plaster/Drywall Repairs

Repairs • Lath & Plaster
Re-Stucco • Custom Work
Clean • Reliable • Reasonable

D’arlex
619-846-2734 Cell
619- 265-9294

Email: darlex0907@hotmail.com

All Work 
Guaranteed

30+ Years Experience
Lic. # 694956

HOME

HANDY MAN

POOL SERVICEABORIST

CARPET CARE

ATTORNEYS

PLUMBING

Serving Uptown
for 15 years.

• Leaky faucets
• Water leaks

• Backed up drain
• Gas leaks and more…

619-286-6325
LIC# 789831

We fixc

Steve Fox Plumbing

PAYROLL

PETS

FINANCIAL

IT SERVICES

COUNSELING

ELECTRICS

Bookeeping

Locally owned and operated since 2006.

Free inital consultation
Call Dave Yoshida, EA

(619) 220-0375
Fortunate Fields, Inc.
1010 University Ave. Suite C207
San Diego, CA 92103

Payroll

Taxes

H R Tactics
Strategic Planning, Tactical Training

Joe Whitaker operates H.R. Tactics, 
a full-service human resource consult-
ing firm in Mission Hills, providing a 
broad range of human resource support, 
products and solutions for small to mid-
sized companies with fees designed 
to put affordable human resources in 
reach. He can be contacted at 804-4551 
or e-mail at hrtactics@cox.net.

619.804.4551
302 Washington St., Suite 112   

San Diego, CA 92103

SERVING S.D. SINCE 1967

INVESTMENT PROPERTY
SPECIALISTS,

SALES & EXCHANGES
APARTMENTS • OFFICE BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL•LEASING•FEE COUNSELING
• RESORT PROPERTIES ANYWHERE
• REAL ESTATE PROBLEM SOLVING

3536 Ashford St., San Diego, CA 92111
in Clairemont.

gjonilonis@att.net
Fax 760-431-4744

GEORGE JONILONIS
“The Estate Builder”

858-278-4040

INVESTMENT

PROPERTY MGMT

Water view home. Buy or lease 
option, $1,650,000. 21,800 ft. 
Kearny Mesa office building 
$3,950,000, 18 miles Baja ocean-
front, need partner, Idaho Resort 
F & C $625,000. Try your sale, 
exchange ideas? Geo Jonilonis. 
Rltr (619) 454-4151.

For Sale or Lease

REALTORS

WOOD WORKING

TAX & ADMINISTRATION

WINDOW CLEANING

LANDSCAPING

LAUNDRY/DRY CLEANING

30 years experience

CONCRETE MASONRY
STRUCTURAL & DECORATIVE

BRICK • BLOCK
STONE • TILE
CONCRETE
DRAINAGE

WATERPROOFING

References & Portfolio

William Carson
Licensed & Insured  Lic #638122

carsonmasonrysandiego.com

(858) 459-0959
cell: (858) 405-7484

“I WANT TO LAY
YOUR WOOD”

Proud member of the GSDBA
Lic# 897390

Call today
for a FREE
estimate

Hardwood
& Laminate

SALES. INSTALLATION.REPAIR

www.topflooring.com
858.354.3142

Chuck@topflooring.com

Quality
Tree Care

Theron Winsby
Certified Arborist

(760)753-4800
lic#  894013

Pro Trees

• Tree Health
• Tree Removal
• Organic 

Maintenance

• Pest Control
• Landscape
• Maintenance

My business depends
on referrals. Thanks for

thinking of me.

Troy Curnett
REALTOR ® - Broker

(619) 857-8769
DRE # 01343230

OneMissionRealty.com

LET US KNOW WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU.
858-692-6160

COASTAL 
LANDSCAPING

COASTAL 
LANDSCAPING

• COMPLETE WEEKLY
MAINTENANCE

• FENCES
• TREE TRIMMING
• SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

& REPAIRS
• DESIGN & 

CONSTRUCTION
• CLEANUP & HAULING
• LOWEST PRICES

GUARANTEED

COASTAL SAGE
GARDENING

COASTAL SAGE
GARDENING
Garden Design
& Maintenance

Ca. Contractor License #920677

Garden • Shop
Classes • Services

3685 Voltaire St. San Diego
619.223.5229 • coastalsage.com
3685 Voltaire St. San Diego
619.223.5229 • coastalsage.com

(619) 414-8507
Scott Haugum

Lic.# CA863945

Plumbing 
& Drain

COMMERICAL
RESIDENTIAL

SERVICE

Call Kania today 
to advertise:
(619) 961-1957

Jack of Small Trades

Call Jack Howard: (619) 559-1250
www.JackofSmallTrades.com

• Household Repairs • Electrical

• Plumbing • Honest & Dependable

New Work
Old Work
Upgrades

OzElectricSD.com

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL

(619) 269-9930
Richard Osborn

license #953897

McDaniel Tax
& Administrative

(619) 481-8115
www.tobytax.com

3802 Adams Ave., San Diego, CA 92116

Advice • Solutions • Assistance • Success

MILWORK

BUsIness & servICes

Iced Prize
Crossword from page 17

Sudoku
Puzzle from page 17
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Allow me to introduce myself. 
My name is Ron Stern (aka: The 
Global Gumshoe). I have been a 

travel photojournalist for the past 
11 years and my work has been 
published in major magazines 
and newspapers both in print and 
online. I am also the Editor-in-
Chief of Justsaygo.com, a travel 
e-zine providing travel content to 
destinations around the world.

In my first column I want to 
give you my strategy for finding 
the best airfares. I usually start 
with Bookingbuddy.com. This 
one gives me a good basis for 
comparison and also searches 
many of the other top travel sites 
including Expedia, Travelocity 
and Orbitz. 

You can also search for 
vacation packages on this site. 
I checked a seven-day Or-
lando vacation package from 
San Diego on this website via 
Travelocity about three weeks 
in advance. I found a flight and 
nice value priced hotel with 
good customer reviews just five 
minutes from Disneyworld for 
just $600 per person. 

Other ones I typically check 
would include Kayak.com and 
Mobissimo.com. I have found 
both to be very helpful for flight 
comparisons and have found 
significant savings on domestic 
flights using these. 

You can also track fares on 
websites such as Yapta.com. If 
you’ve ever had the dilemma 
about whether to book the flight 
you see online or wait to see if 
it drops, you won’t have to do 
that anymore. Yapta will track 
the fares on airline websites and 
send you an email if the price 
drops. In fact, even if you have 
already booked a flight, Yapta 
will notify you if it finds a lower 
fare and provide you with the 
Airline’s rules that might qualify 
you for a voucher or refund if you 
find it cheaper someplace else.

Sometimes, just signing up 
for a travel website’s email news-
letter can put you in the loop 
for some incredible deals. I was 
signed up with Travelzoo and re-
ceived an email of a special deal 
via Orbitz . What was the deal? 
How about a $296 round trip air-
fare from Denver – where I hap-
pen to live – to Moscow, Russia, 
including all taxes and fees? Not 
bad huh? I saw a similar sort of 
deal once through Farecompare.
com where they were offering a 
round trip from Denver to Paris 
for $530 (included taxes and 
fees). This was about half of the 
normal fare. 

Stay tuned for more ways to 
save money on travel in upcom-
ing columns.u

Ron Stern can be contacted 
at travelwriter01@comcast.net – 
www.ronsterntravel.com –  
www.globalgumshoe.com

The Global Gumshoe

globalGumshoe
ron stern

our papers are  
audited with CvC 

visit us on the web at  
www.sdcnn.com

Let’s face it. It’s happened to all of us at one time or another. 
We’ve all found ourselves at a store looking at a whole bunch of dif-
ferent packages of the same product sitting on a shelf, and debating 
which one to buy. This can take minutes, sometimes hours. Eventu-
ally, we end up purchasing one over all the others. Why is this?

Well, a lot of this has to do with how a company designs and 
brands its product’s packaging. We take it for granted, but every 
product has its own amazing story of how it got to be placed on 
a store’s shelf. Each package has gone through countless hours 
of research and testing to ultimately appeal to its target audience. 
Many important factors include the package’s color, size, shape, 
texture, font styles and even slogans to find just the perfect combi-
nation that will grab your attention. 

 So, is what we’re buying really that much better? Sometimes, 
but sometimes not. 

 Let’s be honest here. If we take a closer look, most everyday 
products in a particular category are almost exactly the same. Laun-
dry detergent basically cleans our clothes. Bottled water quenches 
our thirst. A car really just gets us from here to there. But something 
made us buy that particular product over dozens of other options.

Regardless of what you may think, appearances are very 
important to you. What would you do if you went to the store and 
there was a completely different label on your favorite bottle of 
soda? You’d probably wonder: If they changed the label, what else 
might they have changed? Its features? The ingredients?  Maybe 
the flavor? What if it suddenly 
came in a box, like a kid’s drink? 
Would you still buy it?

Ultimately, it’s up to you, but 
companies invest lots of time 
and money perfecting the brand 
of their products. Through 
branding, they hope to catch 
your eye so that you choose 
their product simply because it 
has the nicest looking package 
on the shelf.

 
Mike Mance is owner of 

Mance Creative, a San Diego 
based design firm of over 10 years.  
www.ManceCreative.com

Do you buy the product 
or the package?

MIKE MANCE
of mance Creative deisgn services

Place your ad with
real estate
spotlight ad

4 FREE full color
   ad design!
4 22,000 distribution!
4 Property photo and listing

4 Your agent photo

4 Your company logo,  
phone number or website...

4 9 lines of text 
160 total characters)

4 Web exposure: Your ad will 
be posted on our online 
digital edition.

mission hills

For just

$65$65
per/paper – per/issue

mike rosensteel
(619) 961-1958 • mike@sdcnn.com

Call me, your Real Estate Specialist!
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Maximizing Living Spaces
Design Studio West offers exceptional 
quality, value and efficiency

By Barbara Forsyth
SDUN Reporter

In exploring San Diego’s 
oldest neighborhoods, one is 
treated to a range of architec-
tural periods and styles. There 
are iconic Victorian mansions, 
wonderfully preserved Crafts-
men bungalows, Spanish Colo-
nial charmers, and California Art 
Deco dwellings, to name a few of 
the styles represented through-
out Mission Hills, Hillcrest, 
Banker’s Hill, North Park, South 
Park, University Heights, Nor-
mal Heights and Kensington. 

In recent years, these Up-
town neighborhoods have also 
experienced a pronounced urban 
revitalization. A diverse range of 
people from young professionals, 
families to retirees have been 
moving into these areas and buy-
ing up their historical gems. 

As president of Design 
Studio West, which has been in 
business for approximately 30 
years, designer Lee Austin has 
witnessed the dramatic transfor-
mation of these neighborhoods 
first hand.

The visible signs of renewed 
vitality only tell part of the story.  

While these homes create 
a varied visual landscape from 
the outside, they share some 
common characteristics on the 
inside, with small, carved up 
spaces with kitchens and bath-
rooms that show their age. 

Another prevalent issue 
buyers face is a poorly done 
or out-of-date remodel that did 
everything but improve upon the 
original interior. Serious design 
innovation is required to over-
come these problems, but most 
of it happens quietly behind 
closed doors, out of public view.

Austin said he enjoys tackling 

Uptown projects for these rea-
sons because they pose exciting 
creative challenges. The firm’s 
portfolio includes modern, urban 
lofts such as the Cable Building 
in Hillcrest, as well as historical 
styles that have been updated to 
suit current tastes and lifestyles 
while preserving the spirit of its 
architecture.  

Austin and his team of de-
signers specialize in achieving 
multiple uses out a single space, 
maximizing the home’s layout, 
including changing it when 
necessary, and kitchen and bath 
remodels. 

Austin said he finds today’s 
homebuyers to be a discern-
ing lot.  He said they have done 
their research, they have ideas 
to bring to the table and they 
expect exceptional quality, value 
and efficiency when it comes to 
their homes.  

“Our clients dictate what the 
design will be,” he said. “Years 
ago buyers were less aware that 
design will make or break a 
project before the work begins, 
so often times they would under-
take a project using a contractor 
with minimal design skills and 
hope for the best. Now we are 
finding that clients understand 
that quality design is truly the 
key to getting the most out of 
their home and their invest-
ment.”  

Countless resources for 
remodeling projects exist, while 
major retail outlets such as 
Home Depot and Ikea offer free 
design consultations. Austin 
elaborated on the value of hiring 
a professional designer, especial-
ly for those of us who are part of 
the bottom 99 percent.

The services of professional 
interior designers are not limited 
to the top one percent, nor are 

they just for people who lack the 
imagination to do it themselves. 

Austin said he tries to chal-
lenge the popular assumption 
that working with a designer is 
needlessly costly. The benefits 
of hiring a designer, besides his 
aesthetic vision, include access 
to better materials, functionality, 
durability, and energy efficiency, 
all of which can lead to long-term 
savings.  

Fortunately for today’s home-
owners, the state of the economy 
has made it nearly impossible for 
“average” remodeling compa-
nies to stay in business. The 
design firms that have survived 
the recession have earned their 
longevity; their survival is a tes-
tament to their talent, versatility 
and referrals from happy clients.  

Good designers can find 
space-saving solutions to that 
only someone years of training 
and experience would no-
tice. They listen closely to the 
specific preferences and needs 
of their clients, while push-
ing beyond the homeowners’ 
expectations and into the realm 
of forward thinking. They are 
masters of successful collabora-
tion with their clients and the 
other professionals working 
on the job, such as architects, 
contractors, building managers 
and other designers, expanding 
everyone’s creative range in 
the process. Superior designers 
also recognize the need to stay 
within budget, finding affordable 
alternatives when necessary that 
don’t compromise quality. They 
offer a full range of services 
including permitting, they make 
the process transparent to their 
clients, and they meet their 
deadlines.

For more information, visit 
designstudiowest.com.u

(Photo courtesy of Design Studio West)
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By Dave Schwab
SDUN Reportor

The Cosmopolitan Hotel & 
Restaurant in Old Town has taken 
something old and made it new, 
and two of its chefs, Uptown 
residents Andrew Lee Sasloe and 
Caitlin Gyelo, have figured promi-
nently in that transformation.

“We brought it back to what 
Old Town used to be in the 
1800s,” said head chef Sasloe, a 

Normal Heights resident who’s 
rejuvenated the menu of Cosmo-
politan, formerly Casa de Bandini, 
overlooking Old Town Square. 
“There’s so many Mexican restau-
rants in town; but you can come to 
Cosmopolitan and get steak, sea-
food, a pasta dish—or a burrito.”

Sasloe said Mexican food 
still accounts for about 30 
percent of the restaurant’s 
revamped cuisine, but added, 
“We’re doing dif ferent Mexican 

food, not the average red rice 
and refried beans.”

They are also growing some of 
the spices used daily in the kitch-
en on the restaurant property.

Sasloe’s pastry chef and 
Banker’s Hill resident, Gyelo, 
brought her dessert flair to 
Cosmopolitan’s menu. Her chur-
ros, voted “best” by San Diego 
Magazine, are a mainstay of the 
reinvented menu.

“It’s the chocolate dipping 
sauce that goes along with 
the churros,” she said. “What 
makes it different is the pâte 
à choux dough used to make 
éclairs, cream puffs and dough-
nuts, which we fry and roll in 
a cinnamon sugar vanilla bean 
mixture and serve along with the 
semi-sweet chocolate sauce that 
includes cardamom and cayenne 
pepper — that’s my little spin.”

Cosmopolitan proprietor 
Catherine Miller, who co-owns 
the restaurant with her husband 
Tom Withers, boasts about 
another of Gyelo’s confection-
ary treats, her cornmeal scones, 
which Miller said patrons in the 
hotel’s 10 Old West-style, cus-
tomized guest rooms rave about.

“She does such a beautiful 
job with her scones and her 
fresh, homemade pomegranate 
jam which guests get treated to 
in the morning,” Miller said.

After a $6.5 million dollar 
rehabilitation the Cosmopolitan 
Hotel & Restaurant, which is San 
Diego’s oldest surviving build-
ing built by pioneer settler Juan 

Bandini in 1827, has once again 
become Old Town’s community 
center and a regional destination.

These days, it’s all about getting 
back to the establishment’s roots.

“Cosmopolitan is actually 
the name of the hotel that was 
here in the 1860s,” Miller said, 
adding that it was a stop along 
the stagecoach run. “It was [the] 
state park’s vision to give people 
a sense of what it was like to be 
here in that period. It touches 
people’s lives when they think 
about what was here; get a feel 
for what life was really like. 
That’s an enjoyable unique part 
of this restaurant.”

Authenticity is what the staff 
and owners of the Cosmopolitan 
strive for; the staff dresses in 
Western period garb and piano 
players in the courtyard regale 
guests with a seemingly inex-
haustible repertoire of classic 
and modern tunes.

The hotel-restaurant offers en-
tertainment five days a week, not 
only piano players but guitarists 
and harmonica players as well.

However, the kitchen staff, in-
cluding Sasloe and Miller, would 
like to take Cosmopolitan’s new 
direction one step further.

“I’d like to bring theme 
nights here, prime rib on Mon-
day, [shrimp] scampi on Tues-
day, crab legs and lobster other 
nights,” he said.

Miller said she would like to 
broaden the hotel-restaurant’s 
clientele to go along with its ex-
panded cuisine.

“We’d like to draw people 
from Uptown and other areas of 
San Diego,” she said, adding that 
she thinks the Cosmopolitan is a 
great “Staycation” spot.

“It’s the only hotel in the 
park,” she said. “So basically, the 
park is yours.”

“Old town is not just for 
Mexican food or for tourists 
anymore,” Sasloe said. “You 
can come down here five days a 
week and get something totally 
different every time.”u

THE COSMOPOLITAN
Hotel  and Restaurant

proves ‘Old Town is not just for tourists anymore’

Old Town Cosmopolitan pastry chef Caitlin Gyelo. (Photo courtesy of Delle Willett)

Old Town Cosmopolitan head chef Andrew 
Lee Sasloe. (Photo by Dave Schwab) 
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Mid City Police Problem 
Solving meeting: 6 p.m., Meet 
with Lt. Charles Lara and Commu-
nity Liaison Officer Rene Murillo 
to discuss issues in your neighbor-
hood, 4310 Landis St., free 

March 8
North Park Farmer’s Mar-

ket: 3 to 7 p.m. every Thursday, 
parking lot behind CVS at 32nd St. 
and University Ave., free.

University Heights Commu-
nity Forum Series - “Histori-
cal Designation”: 6 p.m., Grace 
Lutheran Church, 3993 Park Blvd, 
free. 

Oldest Boy and Girl: 7 p.m., 
Toma Sol Café, 301 West Washing-
ton, free 

March 9
Truffle and Craft Beer pair-

ing: 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., major-
ity of the beer provided by local 
breweries and truffles by Eclipse 
Chocolat, 2121 El Cajon Blvd., 
tickets available at beernerdz.com, 
$25 per ticket 

Golden Hill Farmer’s Mar-
ket: 8 a.m. to noon every Satur-
day, B St. between 27th and 28th 
Streets, free.

Old Town Farmer’s Market: 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Saturday, 
Harney Street, free.

Preschool storytime: 10:30 
to 11 a.m., Mission Hills Library, 
925 W. Washington St., 692-4910, 
tinyurl.com/missionhills, free.

Bye Bye Birdie: 7:30 p.m., 
opening night, presented by the 
Pickwick Players Moxie Theater, 
6663 El Cajon Blvd., general admis-
sion $23

March 10
Hillcrest Farmer’s Market: 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Sunday, Hill-
crest DMV, 3960 Normal St., free.

Golden Hill Farmer’s Mar-
ket: 8 a.m. to noon every Satur-
day, B St. between 27th and 28th 
Streets, free.

A Room with a View: 2 
p.m., based on E.M. Forster’s 
novel about a freethinking girl in a 
corseted age, Old Globe Theater, 
1363 Old Globe Way, tickets start 
at $45

Ten Minute Madness V: 8 
p.m., North Park Vaudeville and 
Candy Shoppe presents six new 
short plays by playwrights from 
around the country, North Park 
Vaudeville and Candy Shoppe, 2031 
El Cajon Blvd., $14

March 11
La Fierce: 8:30 p.m., 20-dancer 

cast performance, 21 and older 
event, Numbers Night Club, 3811 
Park Blvd., $5

Bye Bye Birdie: 2:30 p.m., 
presented by the Pickwick Play-
ers Moxie Theater, 6663 El Cajon 
Blvd., general admission $20

Object Lessons – France 
in the Golden Age: 10 a.m., “a 
concentration of five French 17th-
century paintings...the first of a 
series of small displays of art called 
‘Object Lessons’” Timken Museum 
of Art, 1500 El Prado, free 

Vochol – Huichol Art on 
Wheels: 10 a.m., “a captivating dis-
play of more than 2,277,000 glass 
beads arranged on a classic Volk-
swagon Bug.” San Diego Museum 
of Art, 1450 El Prado, free - $12

Presto: 2 p.m., Magic show for 
the family, starring Charles Arling-
ton of “Triple Espresso”, Red Spade 
Theater, 2539 Congress St., Suite B, 
tickets start at $10 

March 12
Drop-in Knitting Club: 5 p.m., 

North Park Library 3795 31st St., 
reservations not required and sup-
plies not provided, free. 

Middle-Eastern Drum and 
Belly Dance Class: 6 p.m., Doum-
bek drumming class for all levels 
taught by Frank Lazzaro from 6 – 7 
p.m., followed by tribal belly-dance 
class taught by Sabrina Fox with 
live drumming from 7 – 8 p.m. 2100 
Park Blvd, $12 per class.

March 13
Residents Free Tuesdays 

in Balboa Park: hours vary by 
museum, participating museums 
include Museum of Photographic 
Arts, San Diego History Center, 
Veterans’ Museum and Memorial 
Center. Free for San Diego Resi-
dents with ID, active military and 
dependents

I.C.S.C. (Irish Congress 
of Southern California) board 
meeting: 6 p.m., Imperial House, 
505 Kamlia Ave, free

I.C.S.C. (Irish Congress of 
Southern California) Parade 
committee: 7 p.m., Imperial 
House, 505 Kamlia Ave, free

Pajama Storytime: 6:30 p.m., 
children are invited to an evening 
storytime with books and possibly 
singing and puppets. Feel free to 
come dressed in your pajamas. Mis-
sion Hills Branch Library, 925 West 
Washington St., free 

NPCA Citizens Patrol Pre-
sentation: 6:30 p.m., Lafayette 
Hotel, 2223 El Cajon Blvd., free 

March 14
Mission Hills Farmer’s Mar-

ket: 3 to 7 p.m. every Wednesday, 
4050 Falcon St., free

Lego Playtime at the Li-
brary: 5 p.m., North Park Branch 

Library 3795 31st St., free
Homework Helpers: 6– 7:30 

p.m. North Park Branch Library, 
3795 31st St., tutoring for children 
of grades, all subjects, free

Lego Playtime: 5 – 6 p.m., 
Mission Hills Library, 925 West 
Washington St., free. 

Old Town Community Plan-
ning Group meeting: 3:30 p.m., 
open participation from community 
members, Whaley House 2476 San 
Diego Ave, free 

March 15
North Park Farmer’s Mar-

ket: 3 to 7 p.m. every Thursday, 
parking lot behind CVS at 32nd St. 
and University Ave., free

Blaise Guld: 7 p.m., Toma Sol 
Café, 301 West Washington, free

Kensington-Talmadge Com-
munity Association dinner: 

6:30 p.m., with speaker San Diego 
Treasurer-Tax Collector Dan 
McAllister. Kensington Community 
Church, 4773 Marlborough Dr., 
catered by Ponce’s. RSVP required 
by March 13 by calling (619) 284 - 
2477, $12 for members and $15 for 
non-members 

Book Discussion Group: 3 
p.m., North Park Library, 3795 31st 
St., monthly books will be available 
for checkout at the circulation desk, 
free

North Park Historical Soci-
ety: 6:30 p.m., 3795 Utah St., free 

 Heddatron: 4 p.m. and 8 p.m., 
a “dark and savagely funny in a 
bizarre and strangely familiar world 
of reality TV and rocket launchers 
where everyone, metal or other-
wise, just wants to feel a little bit 
human” ion theater, 3704 Sixth 
Ave., tickets start at $10 u
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