
City Council removes 
parking requirement for 
developers

San Diego City Council 
has voted to scrap parking 
requirements for developers 
building residential hous-
ing within areas that have 
been marked as “Transit 
Priority Areas” (TPAs) 
with the aim of reducing 
development cost and en-
couraging public transpor-
tation use. Introduced two 
years ago by then-Coun-
cilmember David Alvarez 
and Councilmember Scott 
Sherman, the measure is 
part of larger 20-point plan 
targeting San Diego’s ongo-
ing housing crisis.

Requirements for mul-
tifamily residential devel-
opments within TPAs have 
been reduced to zero and 
developers are now required 
to provide a level of trans-
portation access relative to 
the area’s transportation 
amenity score.

“While it took way too 
long to get this ordinance 
approved, I praise my col-
leagues for fi nally getting 
it across the fi nish line,” 
Councilmember Sherman 
said. “This is good news, but 
our work to fi x San Diego’s 
housing crisis is nowhere 
near complete. We must 
continue pushing innova-
tive strategies to improve 
housing affordability and 
we can’t wait two years for 
approval.”

For years, San Diego has 
seen its mounting housing 
shortage drive house and 
rent prices high. Many 
middle- and working-class 
families are forced to bud-
get upwards of 50 percent 
or more on housing or leave 
the region altogether, ac-
cording to a press release. 
With these changes, the City 
Council hopes to spur de-
velopers into proposing new 
projects in a time where the 
state government is cracking 
down on cities for their lack 
of affordable housing.

Ridership climbs on MTS 
for fi rst seven months 
of FY19

Ridership on the 
Metropolitan Transit System 
(MTS) bus and trolley net-
work has climbed by more 
than 200,000 trips in the 
fi rst seven months of fi scal 

Doug Curlee
Editor at Large

The Alliance of American 
Football is an idea whose time 
may have come — if the own-
ers can make it through its 
10-game season and survive 
until next year.

If March 9 was an indi-
cation, they have a chance. 
Sixteen thousand people 
showed for a game that hadn’t 
been all that well publicized.

San Diego’s team is called 
the San Diego Fleet — an hom-
age to our city’s Navy history, 
right down to wearing battle-
ship gray game jerseys.

Many of the players wearing 
those jerseys are local products 
— eight of them played their 
college ball as San Diego State 
Aztecs, and many of them have 
at least had a cup of coffee in 
the National Football League. 
Some Fleet players, like tight 

Ry Rivard

[Editor’s note: This article 
fi rst appeared on the Voice of 
San Diego website on March 6.]

San Diego State University 
has spent about $1.6 million 
crafting its vision for the old 
Qualcomm Stadium site.

That spending – on archi-
tects, real estate and stadium 
experts, a public relations 
fi rm and a veteran political 
operative – helped boost the 
university’s Mission Valley 
expansion plans before last 
fall’s election. After seeing and 
hearing from the university 
about what it could do with 
the stadium site, voters ap-
proved a ballot measure that 
essentially forces the city to 
sell land to SDSU.

During the campaign, the 
university had to dance a fi ne 
line. As a general rule, public 
agencies like SDSU cannot 
spend public money to urge 
people to vote for or against 

a ballot measure, unless the 
spending is explicitly autho-
rized by law, the California 
Supreme Court has ruled. 
There’s no hard and fast rule 
about what is OK, because the 
court said that depends on the 
“style, tenor and timing” of in-
formation coming from a public 
agency.

Documents released by the 
university in response to a pub-
lic records request by Voice of 
San Diego drive home just how 
close to the line SDSU went 
– one political consultant did 
work for SDSU right up until 
he joined a campaign trying to 
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Docs shed light on SDSU 
Mission Valley spending

Offi  cials at SDSU danced a fi ne legal line in funding the SDSU West campaign. 
(Flickr)

Newborn league promises fun and entertaining games

Fan attendance at San Diego Fleet games has been rising since the season home game opener on Feb. 17. (Photo by Josh 
DaFoe, courtesy AAF)
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year 2019, which began on July 
1, 2018. The gains have been 
led by the trolley, which has 
posted six straight months of 
year-over-year gains.

“This is great news for the 
goals of the region’s various 
climate action plans and for 
riders. This shows there is a 
real mandate to invest in im-
proving transit,” said Georgette 
Gómez, MTS chair and Council 
President of the city of San 
Diego in a press release.

Public transit ridership has 
dropped in most systems in 
the United States over the past 
several years. MTS was one of 
the last systems to experience 
a drop and it may, if trends 
continue, be one of the first to 
reverse the trend.

For the first seven months of 
FY19, trolley ridership is up 1 
percent from 21,810,915 trips 
to 22,037,351 trips. Bus rider-
ship is virtually unchanged, 
dropping just 23,247 trips to 
27,941,344 trips for the fiscal 
year to date.

“These numbers are high-
ly encouraging,” said Paul 
Jablonski, MTS chief executive 
officer. “In January of last year, 
MTS began implementing ma-
ny route changes that increased 
frequency on our high-demand 
routes. We completed making 
changes in January of this year 

and we’ve already begun to see 
the results.”

Mesa College celebrates 
new, remodeled buildings

On Feb. 28, Mesa College 
held a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny for its new $32.4 million, 
57,800-square-foot Center for 
Business & Technology (BT). 
College officials describe the 
new facility as “a building un-
like any other building at Mesa 
College, intentionally designed 
to feel like a business complex 
seamlessly transformed into 
classrooms.”

See NEWS BRIEFS page 4  ê
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Father Peter M. Escalante, 
pastor of Mission San Diego 
de Alcalá, and Janet Bartel, 
Cultural Chair of 250th 
Anniversary Jubilee Steering 
Committee, have announced 
that a panel of distinguished 
experts and scholars will visit 
Mission San Diego de Alcalá to 
participate in a three-day sym-
posium. Scholars from through-
out the United States will 
gather at the historic Mission 
(designated a Basilica in 1976), 
to share their wealth of knowl-
edge and expertise about early 
California mission history and 
related subjects. Beginning 
on March 22 and concluding 
on March 24, the public is in-
vited to hear from a group of 

California’s most well-respected 
historians in a once-in-a-life-
time gathering to commemo-
rate the founding of California’s 
first mission church.

Two-hundred and fifty 
years ago, Europeans arrived 
in California to establish the 
first settlement at the request 
of the King of Spain, who was 
hoping to secure the land of 
Alta California for New Spain. 
Among the first to set foot 
on California soil in 1769, 
was Father Junipero Serra, a 
Spanish missionary priest who 
walked the entire journey from 
Mexico on foot. Serra celebrat-
ed the first mass in California 
on July 16, 1769, dedicating 
the site at Presidio Hill in San 

Diego. This year marks the 
250th anniversary of that his-
toric event.

Prior to the Serra’s arriv-
al, the area was inhabited by 
native Kumeyaay Indians, 
who had lived in the region for 
approximately 10,000 years. 
Serra established the first 
settlement in San Diego by de-
veloping a relationship with the 
Kumeyaay, and working togeth-
er, Mission San Diego de Alcalá 
was founded as the first mission 
church in California, making it 
the birthplace of Christianity 
in the Western United States 
and one of the most historically 
significant sites in California. 
Canonized a saint in 2015, 
Father Serra continued his 

journey up California’s coast-
line on foot, establishing a total 
of 9 missions before his death 
in 1784. Mission San Diego 
de Alcalá is the first of the 21 
missions. It was founded seven 
years before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence 
in 1776 and 80 years before 
California would join the Union.

Among the distinguished 
guests who will make a pre-
sentation at the Symposium 
is Milford Wayne Donaldson. 
Donaldson was appointed by 
President Barack Obama to 
chair the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation. 
Selected initially by Gov. 
Schwarzenegger, Donaldson is 
the first architect to serve as 
chair of the California Office 
of Historic Preservation, a 
nine-member state review 
board responsible for identify-
ing, registering, and preserving 
California’s cultural heritage.

Serving as the keynote 
speaker is Jack Williams, 
Ph.D., Director Emeritus of the 
California Missions Foundation 
and Founder of the Center of 
Spanish Colonial Research. 
Others include Robert 
Kittle, former White House 
Correspondent for U.S. News & 
World Report and longtime po-
litical analyst for PBS’s “News 
Hour with Jim Lehrer.” Kittle 
is also the longtime editor of 

the San Diego Union-Tribune’s 
editorial page and former host 
of the public affairs television 
program SignOn San Diego. 
His book, entitled “Franciscan 
Frontiersmen: How Three 
Adventure Chartered the 
West,” describes the lit-
tle-known story of the pioneer-
ing friars who accompanied 
Junipero Serra to California.

Representing the Native 
American Kumeyaay, is 
Deacon Andrew Orosco, the 
first Kumeyaay to become an 
ordained deacon in the Catholic 
Church. He serves Bishop 
Gerald Barnes in the diocese 
of San Bernardino, which 
ministers to thirteen federally 
recognized Indian tribes, six of 
which have Catholic missions 
on their land.

The Scholars’ Symposium 
runs March 22, 23 and 24. 
Tickets for the three-day event 
are $120 and include conti-
nental breakfast and lunch on 
March 22 and 23 and dinner 
on Friday evening, March 22. 
Tickets for a paella dinner 
on March 23 are available at 
an additional cost of $45 per 
person. Tickets are limited 
and advance registration is 
advised. For additional in-
formation and to purchase 
tickets call 619-283-7319 or 
visit the Mission website at 
MissionSanDiego.org.■

Symposium for anniversary of Mission San Diego de Alcalá

The new BT building at Mesa College

Mesa’s new Fine Arts building 
(Courtesy SDCCD)
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end Gavin Escobar, had more 
than coffee. Escobar spent 
fi ve years in the NFL, with 
Dallas, Kansas City, Baltimore, 
Cleveland and Miami.

“I’d like to get back to the 
NFL. I need to get heavier and 
better at blocking — this may 
be the way to do that,” Escobar 
said on signing with the Fleet.

Many of the 52 players on 
the Fleet roster have at least 
some NFL experience, if only to 
have been cut during training 
camps. But the desire is there, 
and the machinery to make it 
happen for them is available.

So what makes this league 
different? How did it come into 
being in the fi rst place?

Television producer extraor-
dinaire Charlie Ebersole and 
NFL Hall of Fame executive 
Bill Polian came up with the 

idea, and started putting it to-
gether last year.

In doing so, they planned 
to provide pro football to cities 
and regions that don’t have 
NFL teams.

Of the eight teams in 
the AAF, only Arizona and 
Atlanta have NFL teams. Six 
cities don’t but some of them 
— Memphis, San Antonio 
and Birmingham, have been 
thought of as possible NFL 
expansion cities someday. (Salt 
Lake City and Orlando, not so 
much … but who knows?)

Basically, here’s the plan.
Unlike the NFL, which is 

composed of separate owners 
who sometimes don’t even talk 
to each other, all eight teams 
in the AAF are owned by the 
league, with home offi ces in 
San Francisco. All fi nancial de-
cisions are made by the league.

East coast billionaire Tom 
Dundon, owner of the National 

Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, says he’s good for 
250 million dollars, as needed.

The pay scales are set by the 
league — even the coaches’ pay, 
and it’s the same for everyone.

Players who make the roster 
get three-year, $250,000 con-
tracts, with this year’s $70,000 
guaranteed.

The games themselves are 
set up to move quickly. There 
are no kickoffs. Instead, the 
ball is placed on the receiv-
ing team’s 25-yard line, and 
played from there. There are no 
point-after kicks. Teams must 
go for two-point conversions. 
Timeouts are limited to one 
minute — for now. The hope is 
that television advertising may 
force longer timeouts. Some 
games are telecast already by 
CBS and the NFL Network. 
Halftime is only 13 minutes.

You notice the NFL broad-
casting connection. Bill Polian 
thinks it should be a much 
closer connection. What he has 
in mind is something like what 
most every other sport has in 
America — a feeder league for 
the big teams.

No one wants to call it “mi-
nor” leagues, but that’s what 
it would be. There are more 
minor leagues, or development 
leagues, than anyone can 
count. Baseball, hockey, basket-
ball, soccer — name one, and 
there are lower division teams.

No one is pushing that hard 
for now, but Polian has appar-
ently been sounding out the 
NFL about the possibility.

As it stands now, any AAF 
player who gets a bonafi de offer 
from the NFL is free to leave 
and accept it with no penalties.

So, what’s a good indica-
tion that people will show up 
in increasing numbers for 
this product? Well, there’s 
tailgating — which is almost 
a religious experience at the 
stadium.

Leslie Castillo and a whole 
bunch of her friends and fam-
ily were there at the March 9 
game, just as they used to for 
that other team that used to 
play here.

“We really miss football. 
We miss that bunch that left 
town. When we heard about 
the Fleet, and how cheap the 
tickets are, we decided it was 
time to tailgate again — and 
see football.”

Matt Gruber, a transplant 
from London, England, got 
hooked on American football 
over there and wanted more 
when he came here.

“The games are good and 
the players are good. I’m im-
pressed,” he said.

Attendance went from 
9,000 at the week three home 
game against the San Antonio 
Commanders to 16,000 for 
last the March 9 game against 
the Salt Lake Stallions. For 
the record, the Fleet beat the 
Salt Lake Stallions 27-25 on a 
last-second fi eld goal by former 
Aztecs kicker Donny Hageman 
as time ran out. The win was 
set up by two pass interceptions 
by former Aztec cornerback 
Kameron Kelly.

We’ll see what happens when 
Birmingham comes to town 
March 17 at 5 p.m.

Tailgates start much earlier.

—Doug Curlee is Editor 
at Large. Reach him at 
doug@sdcnn.com.■

 uPro football, from page 1

San Diego Fleet celebrate after a last minute upset over the Salt Lake Stallions 
on March 9. (Photo by Josh DaFoe, courtesy AAF)

Sunday tail gate football parties are back at SDCCU Stadium, although for a 
diff erent team and diff erent league. (Photo by Doug Curlee)
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get land for the university. And 
though the records shed light 
on how the university spent 
$1.6 million creating the plans, 
officials will not clarify where 
the money came from.

A year before the vote, the 
university released a plan for 
what it would do with the land, 
if the measure passed. The 
plan included a new stadium, 
a river park, more space for 
research and thousands of new 
housing units. It continued to 
release new renderings of plans 
for the site in the months lead-
ing up to the vote.

Boosters formed Friends of 
SDSU, which spent about $3 
million supporting SDSU and 
opposing a rival project known 
as SoccerCity. City Councilman 
Scott Sherman and SoccerCity 
backers cried foul, arguing the 
Friends of SDSU campaign 
was illegally using the “SDSU” 
brand. A judge rejected that 
argument.

The university and the cam-
paign did obviously have some 
things in common. The cam-
paign used renderings of the 
stadium site produced by SDSU 
design consultant Carrier 
Johnson + CULTURE. SDSU 
paid the architectural firm 
about $370,000 for its work.

In fall 2017, the Friends of 
SDSU campaign also hired 
Tom Shepard, a veteran polit-
ical consultant in San Diego. 
He’d been working for the uni-
versity since that summer on 
its expansion plans, billing a 
modest $3,500.

When the campaign hired 
him, he left the university.

“My relationship with SDSU 
terminated immediately after 
I was retained by Friends of 
SDSU,” Shepard said in an 
email. “I did not take non-pub-
lic materials from SDSU.”

The university has withheld 
some records related to its 
pre-election planning, includ-
ing financial models that are 
supposed to back up the univer-
sity’s claim that it can spend 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
on the expansion without in-
creasing costs to students. 
Voice of San Diego is suing for 
those records.

But the university released 
other records that provide an 
accounting of the money offi-
cials spent on what they call 
SDSU Mission Valley.

The university though, has 
not said where the $1.6 million 

it’s already spent came from. 
It’s only said it plans to recoup 
the money by developing the 
site – a site it doesn’t yet own 
and won’t make money from 
until some years in the future. 
When asked if it borrowed mon-
ey or received donations to pay 
its handful of consultants, the 
university didn’t give a clear 
answer.

“SDSU has not and will not 
request state funds or student 
tuition and fees for these costs,” 
spokeswoman Cory Marshall 
said in an email.

The university is now mov-
ing onto the next phase of 
the expansion. Last week, it 
announced it had hired Clark 
Construction Group to design a 
new football stadium.

The university and the city 
also jointly announced the 
teams each had chosen to ne-
gotiate a land deal. The city’s 
team includes the city’s chief 
operating officer, Kris Michell, 
who used to be a board mem-
ber of the university-affiliated 
Campanile Foundation. The 
university’s team includes 
one of its consultants, John 
Kratzer, the CEO of JMI 
Realty.

The Campanile Foundation 
hired the university’s earliest 
consultant in mid-January 
2017 when it looked like talks 

between SDSU and SoccerCity, 
which wanted to partner with 
the university, were both heat-
ing up and breaking down.

On Jan. 19, 2017, the 
foundation hired Intesa 
Communications Group, led by 
Margie Maddux Newman, to 
work on “Mission Valley rela-
tions.” The firm would eventu-
ally collect about $340,000. It 
also provided “media training” 
to the university’s new presi-
dent, Adela de la Torre.

On Feb. 3, 2017, the univer-
sity brought on JMI Sports to 
plan the new football stadium. 
The university eventually paid 
JMI Sports about $300,000.

On Valentine’s Day 2017, 
talks completely deteriorated, 
and a deal between SDSU and 
SoccerCity was off the table. 
The university began hiring 
more consultants.

That summer, the university 
hired JMI Realty at $30,000 
a month to provide financial 
modeling, planning and “politi-
cal strategy” for the whole site. 
The firm would eventually bill 
about $430,000 for its work.

It also hired Populous, an-
other design firm. The firm col-
lected about $130,000 from the 
university for helping plan for a 
new stadium.

In September, the university 
hired Carrier Johnson.

The university also re-upped 
the Intesa contract. By then, 
contracts were floated through 
a law firm, San Diego-based 
Gatzke Dillon & Ballance. 
Because of that, the university 
for months refused to release 
most of the contracts, citing 
attorney-client privilege. (Last 
fall, the foundation did re-
lease the first contract with 
Intesa, which was not covered 
by claims of attorney-client 
privilege.)

VOSD’s attorney, Felix 
Tinkov, said routing routine 
documents through an attorney 
in order to claim attorney-client 
confidentiality is a sham.

SDSU’s second contract with 
Intesa lays out how this process 
worked for that firm. Intesa 
sent its bills to Gatze Dillon 
& Balance at the beginning of 
each month and then the law 
firm forwarded the invoices to 
SDSU, which was “solely re-
sponsible” for paying the bills.

Eventually, though, after 
VOSD threatened to sue the 
university, SDSU released 
contracts it had previously 
withheld.

—Ry Rivard is a reporter for 
Voice of San Diego. He writes 
about water and power. You can 
reach him at ry.rivard@voiceof-
sandiego.org or 619-550-5665.■

 uSDSU, from page 1

SDSU announced it has hired Clark Construction Group to design the new stadium that will replace the existing SDCCU 
Stadium. (Wikimedia Commons)

The new facility houses 
business, computer informa-
tion science, digital technol-
ogy, fashion, hospitality, and 
web development classes

that had previously been 
dispersed throughout the 
campus. The building design 
features a case-study room, 
a large video wall, multiple 
Visix screens; the entry to 
the building will also include 
a large video display wall.

In addition to the new BT 
building, Mesa also celebrat-
ed the opening of its remod-
eled Fine Arts Building on 
March 13. The four-story, 
26,500-square-foot Fine 
Arts Building was also fund-
ed through the Propositions 
S and N bond program. The 
new building was construct-
ed within an existing build-
ing on campus, the former 
I-300 Building.

The first floor serves 
as the main entrance and 
public face of the fine arts 
department and houses the 
Mesa College Art Gallery 
and an art history lecture 
classroom. The second and 
third floors include large, 
open studio classrooms for 
drawing, digital graphics, 
and sculpture. The fourth 
floor houses the ceramics 
and painting studios. Shop 
spaces will be adjacent to 
corresponding studios and 
classrooms to allow for ease 
of access, and to support the 
shared used of art equip-
ment, material, and supply 
resources.

Burn Institute offers free 
smoke detectors

National safety statistics 
show that adults age 65 and 
older are two times more 
likely to die in a home fire 
than any other segment of 
the population; for those 
over age 75, that risk nearly 
quadruples. Despite these 
alarming statistics, thou-
sands of seniors throughout 
San Diego and Imperial 
counties are currently living 
in homes without a working 
smoke alarm.

One of the best ways 
seniors can improve their 
chances of escaping a res-
idential fire is by making 
sure their home is equipped 

See NEWS BRIEFS page 14  ê
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Located in the
Grossmont
Shopping Center

Egg Droppin’ Hen  $19.99 with purchase of 3 cards.
( Reg. $34.99)  Features sound and motion.

Includes 3 colorful eggs.  Sings “I’m Sexy and I Know It!”
Sunny Singin’ Bunny

$19.99 with purchase of 3 cards. ( Reg. $34.99)
Sings “You Are My Sunshine!”

Happy Easter
From Our Family To Yours!

March is Women’s History 
Month, and I am thrilled to de-
vote this column to celebrating 
the accomplishments of women 
in our community.

The centerpiece of our ac-
tivities surrounding Women’s 
History Month will be recog-
nition of Women of the Year in 
Senate and Assembly districts 
throughout California. My 
choice for Woman of the Year 
in the 39th Senate District is 
Charisma de los Reyes, a policy 
analyst for San Diego County 
who specializes in child sex 
traffi cking.

Charisma was honored on 
March 4 in the capitol at a 
Woman of the Year luncheon 
and on the Senate fl oor. She’ll 
also be honored in San Diego 
at a special event on March 
16, along with dozens of other 
amazing women who work ev-
ery day to improve the quality 
of life in the San Diego region.

And each day in March, I 
will celebrate a different local 
woman or group of women (on 
Women Crush Wednesdays 
— #WCW) by posting about 
them on Twitter (twitter.com/
SenToniAtkins) and Facebook 
(facebook.com/SDToni).

Throughout the month in the 
capitol, there will be receptions, 
special guests on the Senate 
fl oor and fun events (such as 
screening of “Captain Marvel,” 
starring a woman — Brie 
Larson!).

It’s all to recognize the im-
pact that powerful, creative and 
brilliant women have had in 
the past and continue to have 
in the present. We honor the 
major achievements that have 
altered the course of history, 
but we also honor the unsung 
ways that women and girls 
make a difference in someone’s 
life that no one but the recipi-
ent will ever know about.

In my own life, I think about 
the small things my mother 
did to prepare me for the days 
to come, and the quiet way 
in which she led by example, 
through her work ethic and 
devotion to her family. I think 
about my sister and her ser-
vice to her country in the U.S. 
Navy.

I think about my profession-
al mentor Christine Kehoe and 
how she created a public-ser-
vice template for me to follow 
throughout my career — in 
addition to how she blazed a 

trail in San Diego for women 
in the LGBTQ community who 
aspired to become leaders. I 
think about my colleagues in 
the Senate and the Assembly — 
what a diverse array of women 
from all walks of life coming 
together to solve California’s 
challenges and representing 
their communities.

I think about all the women 
— from young interns to sea-
soned professionals — who have 
worked on my staff throughout 
the years, in San Diego and 
Sacramento, spending count-
less hours, days, weeks, months 
and years helping me be the 
best representative and leader 
that I can be.

I think about all the women 
and girls in the communities 
that I represent: the volunteers, 
the activists and advocates, the 
community leaders, the small 
business owners, the teachers 
and health care profession-
als — everyone I encounter on 
a regular basis who cares so 
much about the world and peo-
ple around them and turns that 
caring to action.

I’m glad March is fi nally 
here — happy Women’s History 
Month to all!

Growing Women’s Caucus 
advances priorities

Before the 2018 election, 
women made up 25 percent of 
the state Legislature. After 
the election, we now make up 
30 percent. That’s a signifi -
cant gain for a segment of the 
population that has been un-
derrepresented in Sacramento 
throughout the state’s history.

The Senate lost two wom-
en in 2018 but added fi ve: 
Senators Anna Caballero, 
Melissa Hurtado, Shannon 
Grove, Mari Elena Durazo and 
Susan Rubio. The Assembly 
also lost two women (one 
being Caballero) and added 
fi ve: Buffy Wicks, Rebecca 
Bauer-Kahan, Christy Smith, 
Cottie Petrie-Norris and 
Tasha Boerner Horvath (from 
Encinitas).

This means the Legislative 
Women’s Caucus grew from 30 
members to 36. We have a long 
way to go on the road to true 
proportional representation, 
but without a doubt, this was a 
big step forward.

In recent years, the Women’s 
Caucus has successfully ad-
vocated for many of its top 
priorities, such as equal pay, 
parental leave, repeal of the 
maximum grant for struggling 
families, expanded child care 
and sexual-harassment preven-
tion. Last year, the governor 

signed Senate Bill 826, legis-
lation I authored along with 
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson 
that expands women’s partici-
pation on corporate boards.

This year, under the 
leadership of its chair, Sen. 
Connie Leyva, and vice chair, 
Assembly member Monique 
Limón, the Women’s Caucus 
will continue its determined 
and persistent advocacy, pri-
oritizing access to affordable 
child care and equality in the 
workplace. We’ll also continue 
to support the state’s Earned 
Income Tax Credit, which is 
especially helpful to working 
single mothers.

It’s great to see Governor 
Gavin Newsom follow the 
Women’s Caucus lead and 
include funding in his draft 
budget for these priorities. 
We’re confi dent that he’ll be an 
excellent partner as we work 
through the budget and legisla-
tive process in 2019.

Charisma de los Reyes 
2019 Woman of the Year

Charisma de los Reyes is a 
policy analyst and coordina-
tor of the Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children 
Program for San Diego County 
Child Welfare Services. What 
that means is she’s a warrior 
on the front lines of our region’s 
fi ght against sex traffi cking 
and a fi erce protector of some of 
our most vulnerable and trau-
matized children.

For this reason, Charisma 
de los Reyes is my choice for 
2019 Woman of the Year in the 
39th Senate District.

A fi rst generation Filipino-
American, Charisma is the 
oldest of three daughters born 
to parents who immigrated to 
the United States through her 
father’s service in the U.S. mili-
tary. She was born in Hawaii in 
1974 while her father was sta-
tioned there. After fi ve years, 
the family was relocated to San 
Diego, and they have remained 
here ever since.

“We were one of those lucky 
military families that didn’t 
have to move a lot,” Charisma 
said.

Initially, her family lived 
in military housing near the 
32nd Street Naval Base, and 
eventually, her parents bought 
a house in southeastern San 
Diego. Her mom and dad live 
in that house to this day. “Very 
proud to be from Southeast San 
Diego,” Charisma said.

Charisma attended Bell 
Junior High and Morse High 
School. She earned her bach-
elor’s degree in social work 

Celebrating women who make a difference
Notes from 
Toni
Toni G. Atkins

Celebrating women who make a difference

Charisma de los Reyes was named 
2019 Woman of the Year. (Courtesy 
photo)

Legislative Women’s Caucus grew from 30 members to 36. (Courtesy photo) See WOMEN page 9  ê
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Guest editorial

Anna Ponting

[Editor’s note: This op-ed fi rst 
appeared on the Voice of San 
Diego website on March 6.]

Ten years ago, I wrote 
an opinion piece for Voice of 
San Diego arguing against 
building a new Chargers 
stadium. It was 2009, and 
we were plunging deeper into 
the recession. The numbers 
just didn’t add up. Rereading 
the column today, some of my 
points were naïve — maybe 
appropriately so for a high 
school student. But I did get 
some things right. I predicted 
that “since football has be-
come more of a business than 
a sport, the Chargers will 
undoubtedly follow the laws 
of the market and choose the 
most profi table location.”

Now, with the stadium 
site open for redevelopment, 
San Diegans must envision 
a transformation for Mission 
Valley. Measure G unlocked 
the possibility of the univer-
sity’s expansion, a proposal 
appropriately ambitious for 
the site’s strategic location. 
It promises to bring a sense 
of place to what is now a 
sprawling sea of asphalt. 
Most importantly, it is rooted 
in advancing San Diego’s civ-
ic assets.

Yes, the development 
will benefi t SDSU. But the 
170-acre plan also has nota-
ble community benefi ts. Half 
of the area will be dedicated 
to parks and open space, in-
cluding a 34-acre river park 
with four miles of pedestrian 
and cycling trails. For a city 

that always lacked a rela-
tionship with its river, this 
is unprecedented. Moreover, 
the environmentally sensi-
tive design will work with, 
not against, the natural 
fl oodplain.

The plan will also right-
size Mission Valley’s sports 
footprint. At 35,000 seats, 
the new multipurpose stadi-
um will halve the capacity 
of SDCCU Stadium, but 
it will be more suitable 
for collegiate events, from 
NCAA football to concerts. 
It is slated to cost roughly a 
fourth of what the Chargers 
planned to spend to replace 
Qualcomm Stadium 10 years 
ago while promising to re-
quire no taxpayer funding.

Additionally, the 4,500 
units of townhouses, mid-ris-
es and high-rises — much 
of which will be available 
to the general public — will 
bring vitality to the area. 
SDSU’s proposal is exempla-
ry of the type of residential 
development of which San 
Diego needs more: higher 
densities and greater tran-
sit accessibility. The impact 
of this housing cannot be 
understated. As a point of 
reference, take the number 
of apartments permitted for 
construction per year locally. 
Since 2013, that number has 
run between 5,000 and 7,000 
— countywide.

Like all redevelopment 
projects, SDSU Mission 
Valley will involve fi nancial 
risk. The university will 
offl oad much of it onto pri-
vate developers, who will be 
responsible for the fi nancing, 
construction and operations 

of many of the campus’s 
non-educational buildings. 
Higher education is counter-
cyclical: Demand increases 
when the economy does poor-
ly. This means that these 
privately operated properties 
should be better-positioned 
to meet their debt obligations 
with SDSU’s presence. Even 
in a recession, there will still 
be students to buy burritos, 
rent textbooks and live in 
apartments.

Indeed, SDSU’s involve-
ment may make the develop-
ment a safer bet. The prop-
erties that SDSU itself com-
mits to occupying will secure 
favorable fi nancing terms 
through Cal State’s excellent 
credit rating. Only a handful 
of private companies could 
come close.

What more could San 
Diegans ask for? More than 
anything, a partner that acts 
in good faith.

SDSU has a history of act-
ing as a behemoth that plays 
by its own rules. It hasn’t 
improved this reputation by 
withholding records about 
its fi nancing plan for SDSU 
Mission Valley. Skeptical 
that SDSU will be able to 
foot the bill without raising 
student costs, Voice of San 
Diego is suing the university 
for those records.

It’s right to be concerned. 
The portion of the project 
that will be built and man-
aged by SDSU will be funded 
by Cal State revenue bonds. 
The university stresses 
that these obligations will 
be repaid by the earnings 
from the project — such as 
retail rents, stadium ticket 

sales and hotel leases — not 
student tuition or fees. Since 
2016, however, student tui-
tion has been included in the 
pool of revenues that back 
Cal State’s revenue bonds. 
This point is important: 
Revenue bonds issued for 
SDSU West can contractu-
ally be repaid by student 
tuition.

SDSU must clarify its 
position. If it is committed 
to protecting students from 
bailing out the project in a 
downside scenario, the public 
must understand how. The 
university can start by being 
transparent with the journal-
ists who will rightfully con-
tinue to press for evidence.

The proposal for SDSU 
Mission Valley remains com-
pelling, even inspiring. If 
negotiations are successful, 
San Diego will gain a devel-
opment that both energizes 
its economy and proves sen-
sible for its taxpayers. SDSU 
will spill over the freeway, 
expanding the city’s innova-
tion economy as much as the 
university’s physical foot-
print. Instead of an imposing 
concrete behemoth, the next 
generation of San Diegans 
would be lucky to see this 
new community asset framed 
by the contours of our desert 
city’s river.

But, SDSU, we need 
answers.

—Anna Ponting grew up 
in San Diego and is pursuing 
a joint master’s degree in pub-
lic policy and business admin-
istration from the Harvard 
Kennedy School and the 
Harvard Business School.■

SDSU’s Mission Valley plan is inspired — which 
is why offi cials should be transparent about it

The proposal for SDSU Mission Valley remains compelling, even inspiring.
But if SDSU is committed to protecting students from bailing out the project

in a downside scenario, the public must understand how.
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Rep. Susan A. Davis

When discussing higher 
education, many people may 
think of the traditional four-
year university. But in reality, 
our community colleges have 
come to satisfy a critical need 
in higher education as a bridge 
to further education and the 
fi rst step toward lucrative 
careers. They are a vital com-
ponent of higher education 
that rightly deserve additional 
attention.

As the chair of the House 
Subcommittee on Higher 
Education and Workforce 
Investment, I will be looking 
at ways to expand the impact 
of community colleges. This 
will be an especially import-
ant conversation as we work 
to reauthorize the Higher 
Education Act (HEA) this 
Congress.

The rising costs of tuition 
and a lack of investment from 
all levels of government have 
put high-quality post-second-
ary education increasingly 
out of reach for millions of 
Americans. In this high-cost 
environment, community col-
leges often bridge the gap for 
millions of middle class fami-
lies who cannot afford to pay 
for four-year universities.

Additionally, community 
colleges have historically 
shown a tremendous abili-
ty to reach out and support 
fi rst-generation college stu-
dents and others for whom 

achieving a post-secondary ed-
ucation may be more diffi cult. 
I strongly believe that it is the 
job of Congress to match that 
success by fi nally providing 
resources for this important 
work.

That’s where the HEA reau-
thorization comes in. We can 
improve our higher education 
system, and increase access to 
all forms of higher education if 
we lift up community colleges 
and address the affordability 
of four-year universities.

The HEA was last renewed 
in 2008 and has been working 
under short-term extensions. 
In a rapidly changing world 
and an ever-changing econ-
omy, we need to ensure the 
HEA is meeting the needs of 
our students.

Two out of 3 jobs in the 
modern-day economy are fi lled 
by individuals with a post-sec-
ondary education. Over their 
lifetimes, bachelor’s degree 
holders make approximately 
$1 million more than high 
school graduates, and asso-
ciate degree holders make 
$400,000 more than high 
school graduates.

 We must do everything 
possible to make higher edu-
cation pathways affordable to 
everyone — not just those at 
the top or those who can afford 
to go to traditional four-year 
private institutions.

The chance to reauthorize 
HEA does not happen every 
year — which is why we can-
not waste this moment by 

passing a bill that changes 
higher education only at the 
margins.

House Democrats have ar-
ticulated a vision of proposing 
immediate investments in stu-
dents to make higher educa-
tion more affordable today.

And there is no great mys-
tery on how to do that. We 
simply need to expand Pell 
grants and we need to make 
them more fl exible.

A comprehensive HEA re-
authorization cannot stop at 
merely expanding federal re-
sources. We also need to make 
sure we address accountabil-
ity, especially given that the 
Department of Education is 
weakening many standards 
meant to protect our students. 
The Department of Education’s 
decision to roll back consumer 
protections for borrowers that 
date from the 1990s makes it 
more likely that students will 
be on the hook should they fall 
victim to one of many fraudu-
lent institutions. Congress has 
a duty to protect taxpayers 
and students from low-quality 
schools by restricting those 
schools’ access to federal stu-
dent aid.

We must also look at the 
work community colleges have 
done outside of the traditional 
conception of higher education. 
The partnerships many of our 
institutions have made with 
local communities are quite 
amazing and unique.

There are few places better 
at bringing together students, 

local businesses, and instruc-
tors than American communi-
ty colleges. They are currently 
on the front lines of changing 
the future of work. We must 
adapt our education model to 
this new reality.

One critical investment 
that community colleges have 
made is expanding appren-
ticeships and partnering with 
local businesses to ensure 
their workforce needs are met. 
While the progress has been 
extraordinary so far, we must 
go beyond where we are. We 
need to start thinking beyond 
the traditional trades and 
expand career education into 
areas not traditionally associ-
ated with apprenticeships such 
as banking, health care, cyber-
security, and other expanding 
career fi elds.

Community colleges not 
only serve a critical role in 
making a traditional post-sec-
ondary education a reality, but 
they can help students who 
may not be interested in a 
four-year degree fi nd success 
in high-quality, high-paying 

careers. We must acknowledge 
the important role community 
colleges play in preparing stu-
dents for further study, and we 
must expand upon the other 
important services and path-
ways to higher education that 
they provide.

We want to make sure 
community colleges help all 
sorts of students, from adult 
learners to individuals who 
have no interest in attending 
a university, acquire the skills 
they need to succeed in today’s 
modern economy.

But it’s also much more 
than that. It’s about creating 
an environment that nurtures 
people so they can achieve suc-
cess, care for their families, 
and make a difference in their 
communities.

—Congresswoman Davis 
represents central San Diego, 
including the communities 
of Old Town, Kensington, 
Mission Hills, University 
Heights, Hillcrest Bankers 
Hill, North Park, South Park, 
Talmadge, Normal Heights, as 
well as La Mesa, Lemon Grove, 
Spring Valley and parts of El 
Cajon and Chula Vista.■

Jussie Smollett may have lied, but 
real hate crimes and harassment 
are on the rise. I've lived through it 
myself.

Gray Ndiaye

Jussie Smollett, a popular actor 
and singer-songwriter, was recent-
ly arrested and charged with fi ling 
a false police report.

Smollett alleged that he was 
attacked in late January by two 
white men who spewed racist and 
homophobic slurs as they assault-
ed him.

A standout detail was his claim 
that the assailants said, “This 
is MAGA country.” Smollett has 
been very critical of the Trump 
administration and said he 
believed this was some sort of 
retaliation.

Originally viewed as the victim, 
Smollett is now accused of orches-
trating his own attack.

This has created an uproar. 
Smollett’s attack was a major news 
story, and a plethora of public fi g-
ures expressed support for him. 
The public isn’t only shocked but 
also outraged by the latest accu-
sations — especially survivors of 
hate crimes.

This situation hits close to 
home. Though I was never phys-
ically assaulted, I’ve been tar-
geted for harassment due to my 
sexuality.

It’s been a challenging journey 
navigating between two crucial 

factors of my identity; I am both 
black and gay. In the spring of 
2015, a fake advertisement was 
posted on a college social app. The 
advertisement listed my college 
apartment number and was adver-
tising for men to come over.

It was written as if it were a 
woman. I was gone at the time, but 
men began coming to my apart-
ment looking for sex. My classmate 
who lived in my complex saw the 
ad and let me know.

It was embarrassing because 
other students had seen the ad. I 
contacted both campus security 
and the police. Nothing happened. 
I still have no closure on this 
incident.

In the fall of 2015, I was leaving 
class with a friend. A car followed 
us while its passengers yelled ho-
mophobic slurs at me, chasing me 
into a corner. This was caught on 
tape by security cameras.

I alerted campus security, and 
although they saw the clear visu-
als on the tape, nothing happened. 
Since it was a verbal bashing, they 
didn’t think it was a real threat 
(never mind my being chased by a 
car).

It was a Christian university. 
Since then, I’ve always wondered 
what they would do if I were a 
straight, white male who was 
verbally bashed and chased with 
evidence on tape.

Though both of these events left 
an impact, I’m lucky that it was no 
worse. Due to the current divisive 
state of our country, hate crimes 

have been on the rise across most 
categories.

In particular, there’s been a 
spike in hate crimes regarding 
race, religion, sexual orientation, 
and gender identity. The Human 
Rights Campaign reported that in 
2017, 29 transgender individuals 
were brutally killed. This is the 
highest ever recorded — though 
the 26 transgender individuals 
murdered last year comes close.

In fact, hate crimes have been 
on the rise for three consecutive 
years, according to the FBI. As 
a black man and a gay man — a 
member of two marginalized 
groups often targeted — this 
is a source of constant fear and 
anxiety.

Unlike Smollett’s case, which 
was an extremely rare case of pos-
sible false reporting, rights groups 
estimate that far more real inci-
dents go unreported.

Hatred is still prevalent. 
Whether verbal or physical, these 
attacks are very real and can 
carry fatal outcomes. The Jussie 
Smollett episode shouldn’t distract 
us from this. One man may have 
lied, but the real story is how ma-
ny lives are still threatened.

Please don’t stop supporting vic-
tims of hate crimes or advocating 
for justice.

—Gray Ndiaye is a modern-day 
Griot who resides in Southern 
California. He’s on Twitter and 
Instagram at @graythegriot. 
Distributed by OtherWords.org.■

Guest editorial

At the fi rst Audit 
Committee meeting of the 
year, a performance audit 
of San Diego’s Community 
Planning Groups (CPGs) 
was released. The audit 
discovered many CPGs 
lack transparency, have 
inconsistent record reten-
tion, and may not comply 
with the Brown Act.

CPGs are an integral 
component of the city’s 
planning process and 
provide residents with 
the opportunity to give 
important feedback to 
offi cials on development 
projects, community plan 
updates, and rezoning; 
among other important 
issues.

It is important that 
CPGs operate effectively 
to ensure community 
feedback is received on 
city projects.

Volunteers who 
serve on Community 
Planning Groups provide 
a vital service to their 
city and community. It 
is important that city 

offi cials provide them 
with the proper tools and 
guidance to ensure the 
boards they serve on op-
erate more effectively.

Other fi ndings of the 
audit include:

 ● Renters are not ad-
equately represented on 
CPG boards. 

● CPGs lack transpar-
ency because they are not 
consistently submitting 
or retaining documents.

 ● Some CPGs mem-
ber continue to serve on 
boards after term limits 
have expired.

The Audit Committee 
voted unanimously to 
forward the report to the 
full council with recom-
mendations to update 
Council Policy 600-24 to 
help ensure transparen-
cy, compliance, diverse 
community representa-
tion. and performance.

To review the full 
audit, please click visit: 
sandiego.gov/auditor.

—San Diego City 
Councilmember Scott 
Sherman represents 
the District 7 neigh-
borhoods of Mission 
Valley, Grantville, Allied 
Gardens, Del Cerro and 
San Carlos.■

Hate crimes: One lie, many truths

Audit shows community 
planning groups lack 

transparency
District 7 Dispatch

Scott
Sherman

District 7 Dispatch

Let’s build on the success of community colleges
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Noli Zosa

One of Linda Vista's most 
treasured institutions may go 
away. Civic San Diego, an agen-
cy of the city government, has 
sold the property and lot that 
Skateworld, the last roller skat-
ing rink in all of San Diego, 
has occupied since 1954.

The city brought the prop-
erty in 2000. The Skateworld 
building has a historical desig-
nation with the city's Historic 
Resources Board.

Civic San Diego placed the 
property for sale in early 2018 
and conducted two rounds of 

bidding to acquire the property. 
It was a closed bidding process 
as mandated by the state of 
California. The criterion that 
Civic San Diego would use is 
the “highest and best use for 
the property.” Skateworld's 
owner and investor were one of 
those bidders.

In the end, Pacific 
Companies won the rights 
to purchase the property. 
Thereafter, they present-
ed plans to the owners of 
Skateworld, Gary Stang and 
his family, to convert the prop-
erty into a big box retail store.

When word got out into the 
Linda Vista community about 
the sale, response was over-
whelming to save Skateworld. 

An online petition has 
garnered over 15,000 
signatures. The Linda 
Vista Planning Group 
unanimously voted to 
write a letter to all City 
Council members to send 
the matter back to Civic 
San Diego so that there 
could be community input 
on what should be consid-
ered the best use for the 
property.

As chairman of the 
Linda Vista Planning 
Group, I feel that if Civic 
San Diego is going to consider 
the highest and best use for 
the property, there should have 
been plenty of community input 
on how this very valuable piece 

of property should be utilized. 
This is not just a treasured 
Linda Vista asset, but also a 
valued regional asset where 
families come from all over San 

Diego to enjoy affordable 
family entertainment. 
Another big box retail 
store is not the best use 
for the property. This 
plan would have a dev-
astating impact on the 
minority-owned small 
businesses located right 
next to Skateworld.

Approval of the sale of 
the Skateworld Property 
to Pacifica Companies is 
scheduled to go in front 
of San Diego City Council 
on March 18.

—Noli Zosa is board 
chair of the Linda Vista 
Planning Group. Reach him at 
noliczosa@gmail.com.■

Linda Vista Planning Group wants to save Skateworld
LINDA VISTA VIEWPOINTS

Linda Vista residents are trying to save Skateworld 
from becoming a box store. (Courtesy Noli Zosa)

Karen Reilly

Welcome to National Library 
Week! OK, National Library 
Week isn’t until next month, but 
for me, every week is Library 
Week, so I’m celebrating early. 
In case you haven’t heard of it, 
National Library Week is an 
annual celebration of the contri-
butions of our nation's libraries 
(and library workers), and an 
opportunity to promote library 
use and support. The theme 
for 2019 National Library 
Week is "Libraries = Strong 
Communities."

National Library Week is 
sponsored by the American 
Library Association (ALA), 
and they kick off the week by 
releasing their annual State 
of American Libraries Report, 
which will be released on 
Monday, April 8. Last year’s 
report yielded some interesting 
data:

 ● A majority of U.S. voters 
believe public libraries are es-
sential to communities and a 
source of civic pride.

 ● Voters still highly value 
such traditional library ser-
vices as free access to books 
and quiet areas, but they also 
increasingly value the library 
as a community hub.

 ● A total of 70 percent of 
voters visited a public library 
in 2017, in addition to 52 per-
cent who visited online.

 ● “Foundational” library 
services — including quiet 
spaces, access to books and 
technology, and Wi-Fi access — 
continue to be very important 
for two-thirds of voters.

 ● The majority of voters (58 
percent) indicate they are likely 
to vote for local ballot efforts 
that benefit libraries. A strong 
majority also support federal 
funding for libraries and are 
willing to donate money to sup-
port libraries.

But:
 ● A majority of voters still 

do not realize that the primary 
source of library funding is local.

You can access the 2018 
State of America's Libraries 
Report online at bit.ly/2TJcH6t.

It’s great to see that we have 
strong support from the public, 
but a little distressing to hear 
that our patrons don’t know 

who pays for their local library. 
The vast majority of our ser-
vices are paid for by the city of 
San Diego’s general fund. That 
means that you are funding 
library services through your 
taxes. We also receive vital 
support from our Friends of 
the Library organizations, the 
Library Foundation and many 
generous private donors, of 
course, but most of our funding 
comes directly from you.

The State of America’s 
Libraries Report also includes 
an annual list of the Top Ten 
Most Challenged Books for 
the previous year. The ALA 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 
creates this list by compiling 
challenges to library, school 
and university materials and 
services around the country.

Each year’s list typically 
includes a selection of books 
for a variety of age groups, 
which include descriptions of 
sex, a character who is gay or 
transgender, or profanity. Some 
years’ lists also include more 
surprising choices: In 2015, the 
Bible made the top 10 list, due 
to its “religious viewpoint”; the 
2013 top 10 list included Dav 
Pilkey’s juvenile chapter book 
series about the crime-fighter 
Captain Underpants (possessor 
of awesome wedgie power!), 
because it included “offensive 
language” and violence; and in 
2010, the top 10 list included 
Barbara Ehrenreich’s then-
nine-year-old book “Nickel and 
Dimed,” about her stint under-
cover working at low wage jobs, 
in part because of its “political 
and religious viewpoint.”

As a taxpayer-funded insti-
tution, the San Diego Public 
Library does not promote any 
particular belief or view, but acts 

Fun facts about 
National Library Week

See LIBRARY page 12  ê

8 Mission Valley News | March 15 – April 18, 2019 COMMUNITY / LIBRARY



Raconteur, music historian 
and fi rst-class pianist Hershey 
Felder has carved a career 
out of writing and performing 
dramatic musical chats about 
the great composers, 
including Beethoven, 
Chopin, Tchaikovsky 
and Gershwin.

Now he’s back at 
San Diego Repertory 
Theatre through 
March 24, where 
Joel Zwick directs 
“Hershey Felder, 
Beethoven,” a de-
lightful, reworked 
Beethoven show.

In most of his 
shows, Felder “plays” 
the musician. Not 
so here; instead, the 
infl uential man is 
seen through the eyes 
of a budding young 
musician in Vienna 
named Gerhard von 
Breuning, whose 
father Stephan was 
Beethoven’s close 
friend.

We meet the adult 
Breuning at the top 
of the show. He is at 
Beethoven’s grave, 
where “the powers that 
be” have decreed that 
Beethoven’s bones be 
disinterred and buried 

again in a box that will pre-
vent further decay. Breuning is 
incensed, insisting that is not 
what Beethoven wanted.

He then launches into a 
thoroughly engaging 90-min-
ute story with music about his 
relationship with the composer. 
The adult Breuning wrote the 
1870 memoir on which Felder’s 
script is based.

Beethoven’s story is a bril-
liant but sad one, beginning 
long before his famous deaf-
ness. His father was a mean 
drunk and a “not very good 
choral conductor and organist” 
who would lock his son in the 
basement when he didn’t play 
something right.

But the boy was an obvious 
talent (“genius” is probably a 

better word) with a 
penchant for minor 
keys, most especially 
C minor. He had an 
assortment of music 
teachers.

When he was 16, 
Beethoven went to 
meet Mozart, who 
asked him to play 
“something fun,” 
and was greatly dis-
appointed when he 
played something in C 
minor. Ever inventive, 
Ludwig did an impro-
visation in a major key.

Felder is more than 
an excellent story-
teller. He’s also a fi ne 
concert pianist. It 
seems evident in this 
show that Beethoven 
holds a special place in 
his heart, because his 
interpretations of the 
music are masterful 
and seem played from 
the heart. From snip-
pets of the Fifth and 
Ninth symphonies, the 
“Moonlight Sonata” 
and the “Emperor 
Concerto” to every 

piano student’s introduction to 
Beethoven, “Für Elise,” Felder 
plays with commitment, ten-
derness, and even occasional 
ferocity, as required.

The set (designed by Felder) 
is simple and dominated, as 
always, by a grand piano. Since 
this show starts in a cemetery, 
Beethoven’s imaginary grave 
is center stage at the footlights. 
The dominant color of the show 
is black.

Christopher Ash is the 
mind behind the lighting and 
projection design, and Eric 
Carstensen responsible for the 
sound design.

Felder is an enchanting sto-
ryteller, whether explaining the 
heartache of Beethoven’s on-
coming deafness or elucidating 
Beethoven’s snarky opinion of 
Haydn. Felder is always worth 
watching, but never more than 
in this wonderful interpreta-
tion of the towering genius of 
Beethoven.

—Jean Lowerison is a 
long-standing member of the 
San Diego Theatre Critics 
Circle and can be reached at 
infodame@cox.net.■

By Tony Kushner    
Directed by Sean Murray

March 6
April 20

Tickets: 619.337.1525 www.cygnettheatre.org

Rotating Rep

A leap into the unknown. The great work begins.

ANGELS IN AMERICA
A Gay Fantasia on National Themes

“THE FINEST DRAMA OF OUR TIME”
- New York Observer.

Reworking Beethoven

“Hershey Felder, Beethoven” plays through March 24 at San Diego Repertory 
Theatre.

‘Hershey Felder, 
Beethoven’

Through March 24

San Diego Repertory 
Theatre’s 

Lyceum Stage
79 Horton Plaza

(Downtown)

Tuesday and Wednesday at 
7 p.m.

Friday at 8 p.m.
Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m.
Sunday at 2 and 7 p.m.

Tickets: 619-544-1000 
or sdrep.org

Theater
Review
Jean Lowerison

Hershey Felder as Gerhard von Breuning (Photos by 
Christopher Ash)

from Point Loma Nazarene 
University before becoming 
the fi rst in her family to re-
ceive a master’s degree at 
the University of Southern 
California.

She laughs as she says 
Filipinos typically go into nurs-
ing, so her parents were taken 
aback by her desire for a career 
in social work. 

“There’s always been a nat-
ural calling for me in working 
with folks and communities, 
and advocacy, empowerment,” 
she said. “That’s always been a 
part of my life.” 

She is proud to follow her 
mother’s footsteps working for 
county government. Her mom 
served the people of San Diego 
County for nearly 30 years 
before retiring. For Charisma, 
it was initially supposed to 
be just a two-year stint to get 
experience after earning her 
degree. 

“I just ended up falling in 
love [with the job] and really 
have made a career in working 
with child welfare and working 
in the prevention area,” she 
said, noting that she recently 
completed her 17th year at the 
county.

Charisma began her ca-
reer with the county as a 
child support offi cer before 
becoming a social worker for 
Child Welfare Services. After 
about a decade working out 
in the fi eld, honing her skills 
with victims of human traf-
fi cking, she was promoted to 
policy analyst. In this role, she 

coordinates the Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of Children 
Program and acts as a liaison 
between county and state gov-
ernments; I have personally 
benefi ted from her knowledge 
of the issues surrounding child 
sex traffi cking.

She points out that her 
work with children is not “lin-
ear.” It is often “heartbreak-
ing” and “messy,” she said. 
She prefers to think of what 
she and others do as working 
alongside the children, rath-
er than rescuing them. It’s 
a collaborative process, one 
that doesn’t happen overnight. 
“The most sustainable change 
is when it comes from within,” 
she said.

Much like people who are 
kidnapped or survivors of do-
mestic violence, victims of sex 
traffi cking can suffer from 
Stockholm syndrome, which 
refers to the phenomenon of vic-
tims relating in a positive way 
to their abusers.

“Regardless of when they 
may be ready, you have to be 
there,” she said. “You have to 
show up every single time. And 
you plant the seeds. You never 
know when the seed is going to 
take.”

What does Charisma want 
people to understand about her 
work? Children are incredibly 
resilient, she said. They en-
dure “horrifi c” abuse, but they 
have an extraordinary capacity 
to recover and thrive. It just 
takes the right support that is 
individualized, culturally re-
sponsive and respectful. And it 
requires someone to believe in 
them.

How can people help? 
Become educated and aware 
of the realities of human traf-
fi cking, she says. And avoid 
judgment. Social workers have 
long understood that children 
who are traffi cked as prosti-
tutes are victims, not crimi-
nals. Thankfully, state law has 
caught up.

Charisma said we must con-
tinue to address the demand for 
the sex trade. San Diego has a 
promising program in place to 
reduce recidivism among men 
who buy sex, where they are 
introduced fi rsthand to those 
who have been victimized by 
this trade. She’d like to see the 
program duplicated in other 
places.

And we must continue to ed-
ucate children with age-appro-
priate lessons, not only on the 
realities of human traffi cking, 
but perhaps more importantly 
on dangerous gender dynam-
ics. “The younger we can get, 
the better,” she said, “teaching 
about healthy and unhealthy 
relationships.”

Charisma says her work is 
“truly” her “purpose.” I am so 
grateful that she is able to do 
work every day that she loves. 
Because there are countless 
vulnerable children who are on 
the road to recovery thanks to 
her dedication.

I am proud to name 
Charisma de los Reyes 2019 
Woman of the Year in the 39th 
District.

—Toni G. Atkins rep-
resents the 39th District in the 
California Senate. Follow her 
on Twitter @SenToniAtkins.■

 uWomen, from page 5
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Please join us Sunday, April 21 for a Holiday Buffet
in The Amigo Spot 11 :00 am to 3:30 pm

(last sea�ng at 3:45pm)
Breakfast Favorites, Garden Fresh Salad,

Amigo Spot Choices, Dessert Bar and more!

At the urging of a few 
friends who swear by the happy 
hour at Fred’s Mexican Cafe 
in the heart of Old 
Town, curiosity 
fi nally got the 
best of me.

There I 
was, compet-
ing briefl y for 
parking in a 
free lot several 
blocks away and 
then shuffl ing 
slowly down San 
Diego Avenue with 
the herds of tourists 
who are responsible 
for keeping every busi-
ness alive along this 
kitschy, historic lane. 
Though normally not 
my scene, the neigh-
borhood’s theme-park feel, and 
crowded sidewalks somehow 

always puts me in the mood to 
drink.

The high-fi esta atmosphere 
at Fred’s is quintessential Old 
Town. A riot of color perme-
ates the place, which features 
an enormous outdoor patio, 
an indoor dining room, and a 
welcoming bar lounge perfect 

for socializing. 
Out front is 

an outdoor 
grill used 
for torti-
lla-mak-

ing, which 
usually 

starts around 
4 p.m. on most 

days.
The happy 

hour bargains are 
kept simple. All 

selected booze and 
food offerings are $5, 

and they’re clearly 
stated on the menu 
and website.

I was seated 
under an effective heater on 
the patio, and beneath colorful 
ceiling beams and Mexican 
paper banners. Within 
seconds, complimentary 
salsa and large tor-
tilla chips fried to a 
bubbly crisp arrived. 
They disappeared 
down my gullet in 
no time. For the 
Doritos crowd visiting 
from places deprived of 
Mexican kitchens, these 
chips and salsa will excite 
the heck out of them.

After seeing “Mexican can-
dy” shots slung in San Diego 
party bars for years, it wasn’t 
until this visit to Fred’s that it 
felt right to try one. Listed on 
the happy hour menu alongside 
other options such as tequila 
sunrise shots, Palomas and 
pints of Corona, the prospect of 
Watermelon Pucker mixed with 
ghost pepper-infused tequila fi t 
the vibe.

In some establishments, 
the shot is called a “lollipop” 
or “paleta.” And in nearly all 
cases, the glass is rimmed with 
chili-lime salt — or in this 
case, salt and Tajin seasoning.

It was love at fi rst sip. Not 
overly spicy, but the kind of 
potion that stings the back of 
your throat for a few seconds 
until the tangy, juicy water-
melon schnapps comes to the 
rescue. Good for slugging or 
sipping, it takes effect rather 
quickly. And given its dazzling 
orange color, it’s aesthetically 
pleasing as well.

Nearly all six food items 
on the $5 menu are available 
only during happy hour. They 
include Mexican pizza, ado-
bada sliders, a chimichanga, 
and what I thought was a very 
memorable chicken tinga tost-
ada. The deeply spiced chicken 
(white and dark meat) was 
generously piled onto a crispy 
tortilla along with shredded 
cabbage, tender pinto beans, 

tomatoes, queso fres-
co and sour cream. 

Filling and fl avorful, 
it offers lots of bang 
for the buck.

Fred’s often gets 
a bad rap by locals 
because it’s a mag-

net for tourists. But 
so what? From what 

I saw, it caters to them 
well, which means our 

experience won’t be anything 
less.■

The Mexican candy effect

One of our city’s 
most cosmopolitan 
culinary events is at 
SeaWorld, where 
its annual Seven 
Seas Craft Beer & 
Food Festival has 
grown to include 
127 beer options 
from 25 breweries, 
and more than 50 
dishes representing 
eight world regions.

Now in its fi fth 
year, the festival 
will run every 
Saturday and 
Sunday for eight consecu-
tive weekends, from March 9 
through April 28. The park’s 
executive chef, Dave McHugh, 
is presenting 33 new food items 
to the lineup. They include 
French-inspired escargot pisto-
let rolls; sumac-rubbed Angus 

kebabs from the Mediterranean 
station; crab causa salad of 
South American origin; and 
exotically spiced dishes in a 
debut section named “fl avors of 
India.” Scattered throughout 

Come On 

Get Happy!
Dr. Ink

RATINGS
Drinks: CCCCIt’s all about jazzed-up 
tequila shots and cocktails 
during happy hour, with 
the exception of Corona 
drafts and tall boys by 
Estrella Jalisco Kona 
Brewing.

Food: CCCCCItems like Mexican pizza, 
adobada sliders and 
impressive chicken tinga 
tostadas land on the short 
list of bargain eats during 
happy hour.

Value: CCCCCEverything on the happy 
hour menu is an easy 
$5, and most of the food 
items are particularly 
substantial for the price.

Service: CCCCCA host readily greeted me 
from a sidewalk podium 
and led me to a section of 
the heated patio that was 
well-staffed with effi cient 
waitresses. Complimentary 
chips and salsa were 
brought promptly to my 
table.

Atmosphere: CCCCThe property features 
a large patio, two bars 
and an indoor dining 
room. With super-colorful 
décor, every section feels 
conducive for drinking 
with friends.

Fred’s festive facade is a draw on Old 
Town’s main strip. (Photos by Dr. Ink)

Fred’s Mexican Cafe
2470 San Diego Ave.

(Old Town)

619-858-8226
fredsmexicancafe.com

Happy hour: 3 to 6 p.m. 
daily

Taco Tuesdays, 3 p.m. to 
closing

The kicky ‘Mexican 
candy’ shot

Chicken tinga tostada

After operating for nearly 20 
years in a drive-through struc-
ture in Hillcrest, Los Panchos 
Taco Shop recently closed 
but will reopen next door by 
late spring in the space where 
Brazen BBQ operated. It will 
feature a full bar plus addition-
al seafood options in addition 
to its established menu of tacos 
and burritos. The owners are 
also gearing up to open an out-
post in the west Fashion Valley 
area, at 6110 Friars Road, Suite 

101. That location is set within 
a small strip plaza shared by 
Round Table Pizza and Mr. 
Peabody’s Burgers & Ale. 

The space Los Panchos 
occupied in Hillcrest at 409 
Washington St. will give way 
to a drive-though/walk-up 
Dunkin’ Donuts this spring. 
Its arrival will present com-
petition to two independently 
owned vendors just down the 
street: Copper Top Coffee & 
Donuts, and Donut Star.

Point Loma’s “upper 
Voltaire” neighborhood 
has seen the arrival of 
Cesarina, which replaces 
The Point Cafe. The new 
venture is named after the 
wife of one of the native-Ital-
ian owners, Niccolo Angius. 
It’s billed as a restaurant 
that honors matriarchal 
women of Italian heritage. 

The indoor-outdoor space 
offers all-day dining, an 
exhibition kitchen and ta-
bleside presentations. The 
menu includes American-
Italian breakfast fare, egg-
less pastas made in house, 
and a variety of south-
ern-Italian classics. 4161 
Voltaire St., 619-226-6222, 
cesarinarestaurant.com.

Pesto alla Genovese at the new 
Cesarina (Courtesy of H2 Public 
Relations) This causa crab salad and other haute cuisine can 

be found at an international food and beer festival 
inside SeaWorld. (Photo by Mike Aguilera/SeaWorld 
San Diego)

See DINING OUT page 11  ê
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Throughout all of my serial 
relationships with San Diego 
taco shops over the years, nei-
ther cabeza or pancakes ever 
entered into the love affairs — 
if only because they were never 
an option.

However, I recently encoun-
tered the uncommon offerings 
at Picante Taqueria Mexican 
Grill, a little mom-and-pop joint 
located in a rear section of the 
Village Square shopping plaza 
on Mission Gorge Road.

Visiting on a whim with 
the intention of trying my 
usual rolled tacos from a 
place I’d never been, the 
menu suggested I aban-
don my routine preferenc-
es. I actually ended up 
doing so twice, having 
returned for a second 
tryst a few days later.

“What is cabeza?” I 
asked the young, friend-
ly order taker on my fi rst 
visit when seeing it listed as 
a protein option for tacos and 
burritos. In his limited English 
— and just as I had suspected 
— he pointed to his head while 
saying “beef.”

I faintly recalled learning of 
cabeza years ago after noticing 

it on a few menus in Tijuana 
and Ensenada. Depending 
who’s cooking it, the roasted 
beef head can yield everything 
from the cheeks and tongue, 
to the eyes, ears and lips. 
With my taste for adventure 
running rather strong, I delib-
erately didn’t ask the staff at 
Picante Taqueria which parts 
are used. I instead asked for a 
sample.

Given graciously to me in 
a little plastic cup, the meat 
appeared like traditional shred-
ded beef, perhaps a tad darker 
in color. If there were eyeballs 
or ear lobes lurking within, 

they were incognito in 
their mulched form.

The fl avor immediately 
struck me as deeper and richer 
than beef extracted from the 
neck down. So after polishing 
off the sample, I opted for the 
cabeza in a mini taco, which 
accompanied two others fi lled 
separately with pollo asada and 
carnitas.

Because of cabeza’s high oil 
content, the meat is less prone 
to turning dry and crusty once 
it cools to room temperature. I 
saved the cabeza taco for last 
in my lineup and it offered a 
remarkably juicy mouthfeel, 
much like biting into a succu-
lent roast beef minutes after it 
leaves the oven.

When I asked the grill cook 
if he sells a lot of the head 
meat, he gestured ambivalent-
ly, as if to say, “not really.”

The carnitas was equally 
moist. I’m guessing it may have 
been spared the “crisping” 
many places give it on the fl at 
grill right before serving it. 

Conversely, the small cubes of 
pollo asado were dry and over-
cooked, although fl avored im-
pressively with cumin, achiote 
and citrus.

For all of the mini and regu-
lar tacos, as well as the mulitas 
(quesadilla-like sandwiches), 
the shop uses corn tortillas that 
are made in-house throughout 
the day. Their pillow-fresh tex-
ture is unmistakable.

On my second visit, a break-
fast burrito initially called. 
But I ended up with a payload 
of carbs, opting instead for two 
medium-size pancakes with 
butter and syrup, and a bean-
and-cheese burrito fi lled with a 
thick mash of lard-laden pinto 
beans — exactly how I prefer 
them.

From what I could see, a 
specifi c area of the grill was 
reserved for cooking the hot-
cakes, which explained their 
unclouded fl avor. Nary a 
hint of grease from meat 
or fried potatoes crept into 
them. Though not the 

fl uffi est or most dra-
matic-looking in town, 

they cured a hanker-
ing for something I 
never expected to 
see available in 
a small, unas-
suming taco 
shop.

Full break-
fast options are 
available as well, 
ranging from huevos ranche-
ros and huevos con nopales to 
American-style plates of bacon, 
eggs and potatoes.

In addition, there’s also a 
menu of healthy options such as 
salads, a veggie burrito using 

vegetarian-style 

black beans, and bowls com-
prising rice, beans and a 
various proteins. But for this 
regular consumer of inexpensive 
Mexican food, it’s unlikely I’ll 

return with a calorie meter 
in hand. The full-fat stuff 
I tried here is generally 
too tasty to pass up.

—Frank Sabatini 
Jr. is the author of 

‘Secret San Diego’ 
(ECW Press) and began 

his local writing career 
more than two decades 
ago as a staffer for the for-
mer San Diego Tribune. 

You can reach him at 
fsabatini@san.rr.com.■

Restaurant
Review 
Frank Sabatini Jr.

FRI, SAT, SUN
APRIL 5, 6, 7

HOURS: 9-5
EACH DAY

SIESEL’S MEAT & DELI
bestmeatssandiego.com

4131 ASHTON STREET
San Diego  619.275.1234

FREE CUT & WRAP

BUY IN 

BULK & 

SAVE!

BONANZA
MEAT SALE

Beef head and hotcakes

Picante Taqueria 
Mexican Grill 

6620 Mission Gorge 
Road (Grantville)

619-358-9198, 
picantetaqueriaca.com

Prices: Breakfast fare, 
$5.25 to $12;

loaded fries, $8 to $13; 
tacos and mulitas, $2.50 to 

$4.60;
burritos, $3.85 to $9.50; 
tortas, $7.80 to $9.20; 

seafood plates, $13; 
combination plates, $7 to 

$10.25

the park, each global food area 
will spotlight four different 
dishes served in appetizer 
portions.

“The event utilizes all the 
tools in my tool box,” said 
McHugh, who took over the 
executive chef position at 
SeaWorld San Diego in July 
after working in the same ca-
pacity for seven years at San 
Diego State University. He is 
also a culinary instructor at 
Grossmont College.

“I want to make sure that 
every dish is accurate and 
authentic and made with hand-
made techniques. We have 
more than 100 production staff 
helping to execute the event.”

Admission to the festival is 
included with park admission. 
Once inside, guests can pur-
chase dishes a la carte, which 
range from $5 to $6.50 each. Or 
they can buy “taster sampler” 
cards that feature 10 items for 
$50 or 15 items for $65. The 
cards also apply to beer and 

wine samples. 500 SeaWorld 
Drive, 619-222-4732, seaworld-
sandiego.com.

—Frank Sabatini 
Jr can be reached at 
fsabatini@san.rr.com.■
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A tucked-away taco shop known for its mini tacos and breakfasts (Photos by 
Frank Sabatini Jr.)

A fl awless bean and cheese burrito

A trio of pollo asado, 
cabeza and carnitas tacos
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Albert H. Fulcher
Contributing Editor

With its origins as a stu-
dent film festival 26 years ago, 
the San Diego Latino Film 
Festival (SDLFF) is now one 
of the largest and most highly 
regarded Latino film festivals 
in the world. In its history, 
more than 325,000 people have 
attended 3,880 films and videos 
from Latin America, Mexico, 
Spain and the U.S. This year’s 
fest promises an 11-day cele-
bration of Latino cinema, art 

and culture. Presented and 
produced by Media Arts Center 
San Diego, it takes place March 
14-24 at AMC Fashion Valley 
18 and Digital Gym Cinema in 
North Park, showcasing more 
than 170 movies, documenta-
ries, shorts and special events.

Following a jam-packed 
opening night featuring a press 
conference, party, concerts, 
and a pre-screening mixer with 
filmmakers and actors, the 
SDLFF hits full swing with 
a diverse selection of films. 
For the enthusiast, there are 
full festival passes and also 

individual tickets on sale from 
$9-$12 per film.

On March 16, the SDLFF 
presents the Sabor Latino – 
Food Beer & Wine Festival 
at the River Plaza Stage in 
Fashion Valley Mall, pairing 
the best of Latin cuisine in San 
Diego with breweries and winer-
ies in both San Diego and Baja 
California (tickets $20-$50).

During the festival’s 11-day 
run, it will hold Sonido Latino 
Concerts from 6-9 p.m. at the 
River Plaza Stage in Fashion 
Valley Mall, then conclude 
with a Closing Night Awards 
Ceremony & Concert at the 
Music Box in Downtown from 
5:30-7:30 p.m., followed by an 
after-party and live concert from 
9 p.m.-2 a.m. (tickets $20-$180).

There is much to choose 
from with this year’s showcase. 
Featured selections will pro-
vide entertainment, education 
and insight into lives, music, 
love, sports, television, and 
more — all told in a variety of 
ways through the eye of Latino 
filmmakers.

On opening night in the De 
Aquí Soy (I am here) series, 
“Rocio” is a fascinating story, 25 
years in the making. Utilizing 
family video footage, the story 
follows the journey of a mother 
and the pursuit of the American 
dream. This is an endearing and 
informative film in the best of 
ways, showing family culture, a 
mother’s love, family unity and 

the threat of family separation. 
Diagnosed with terminal kidney 
failure, the film’s titular charac-
ter, Rocio, embarks on a journey 
that finds her falling in love, 
having and raising children, and 
the many struggles that they all 
face in finding treatment for her. 
As a last resort, her oldest son 
takes her to Mexico, which gives 
a captivating look at alternative 
medicine, but because he doesn’t 
have his DACA (Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrival) papers in 
order, he is refused entry back 
into the U.S. Covering many 
controversial subjects, this film 
provides a personal glimpse 
into a family that faces many 
challenges head on, despite the 
fact that they could disrupt the 
family unit forever. Well worth 
seeing, this film will play again 
at Fashion Valley on March 22 
at 4:15 p.m.

The lineup of films in this fes-
tival is nothing short of phenom-
enal, with several films coming 
from filmmakers in San Diego. 
Many films will give audiences 

the opportunity to meet the pro-
ducers, filmmakers and stars of 
the movies, making this festival 
an interactive experience for 
film lovers of all types. With a 
large selection of showcase films, 
each creates a unique view 
that features certain countries, 
genres and themes — many of 
them highlighting what is hap-
pening in countries around the 
world today. From fact to fiction, 
the films cover all facets of life, 
love, politics, news, human 
rights and more, seen from the 
eyes of experienced, up-and-
coming and student filmmakers. 
SDLFF strives to provide films 
to the Latino community and 
beyond by using innovation, 
original and thought-provoking 
works that are about, by and for 
the Latino community.

For a full lineup of films, 
descriptions, show times 
and special events, visit 
2019.sdlatinofilm.com.

—Albert Fulcher can be 
reached at albert@sdcnn.com.■

“Rocio” is a film 25 years in the making that follows the struggles of a family 
whose mother is facing terminal kidney failure, which puts the whole family 
in a search for alternative medicine outside the U.S. and threatens the coexis-
tence of the entire family unit. (Courtesy of ROCIOFilms)

26 years of Latino cinema
2019 San Diego Film Festival offers the best  

in Latino films from around the world

Jules Shane

On March 8, a crowd gath-
ered outside the newly opened 
Pilar & Chuck Bahde Wildlife 
Center at the San Diego 
Humane Society building on 
Gaines Street in Linda Vista 
to celebrate and cut the ribbon 
for the new facility. San Diego 
Humane Society staff and 
local public officials toured 
the facility and spoke on the 
importance of maintaining a 
healthy relationship with the 
wildlife that calls the region 
home.

Donors, volunteers, and 
residents met with some of the 
society’s animal ambassadors, 
which included red-shoul-
dered hawks, western screech 
owls, acorn woodpeckers, and 
opossums. With the continued 
growth of urban sprawl, it has 
become increasingly rare to 

see some of these animals up 
close. Wildlife specialists stood 
by, answering questions and 
providing information about 
native animal species and 
habitats.

Local philanthropist Pilar 
Bahde, for whom the center is 
named, was in attendance to 
accept honors for herself and 
her late husband.

“I’m very proud of what my 
husband brought about be-
cause he was really among the 
very first that committed him-
self to making it possible,” she 
said in reference to his chari-
table work with the Humane 
Society. This facility marks 
the second to be named for the 
couple, after the opening of the 
Pilar & Chuck Bahde Center 
for Shelter Medicine last 
November.

More than two years in the 
making, the Pilar & Chuck 
Bahde Wildlife Center is the 

new home of operations 
for Project Wildlife, the 
city’s sole resource for 
wildlife care and reha-
bilitation. Previously 
operating out of a 
1,100-square-foot tri-
age center, the new fa-
cility is more than four 
times as large at 5,200 
square feet. The new 
center is also equipped 
with cutting-edge med-
ical and surgical suites 

that will allow Project 
Wildlife to expand their 
available services. The 
nonprofit organiza-
tion treats upwards of 
12,000 animals of over 
320 different species 
each year. Staff provides 
medical and rehabilita-
tion services for injured 
and young animals in 
need of care before rere-
leasing them back into 
their natural habitat.

“Wild animals re-
ly on Project Wildlife for a 
second chance, and the new 
Pilar & Chuck Bahde Wildlife 
Center will be instrumental in 
helping us provide them with 
the best care possible,” said 
Lauren DuBois, director of 
Wildlife Rehabilitation. “The 
new Wildlife Center meets the 
ever-growing needs of local 
wildlife and accommodates the 
incredible diversity of the ani-
mal species we serve.”

The Humane Society and 
Project Wildlife are in need of 
volunteers to continue their 
mission of improving the 
quality of life for the animals 
that share our home. To get 
involved, or learn more about 
their work, visit them at 
bit.ly/2XMk1gB.

—Jules Shane is an edito-
rial intern at SDCNN, parent 
company of Mission Valley 
News.■

as a resource where individuals 
can freely examine many sides 
of issues or ideas and make their 
own decisions. What does this 
mean? Every San Diegan can 
find something they love at their 
local library, and something 
that offends them. We do have 
a procedure for formally recon-
sidering any library resource at 
the request of a patron, but we 
rarely receive challenges.

A final fun National Library 
Week fact: Wednesday, April 
10 is National Bookmobile Day. 
With the growth of our branch 
system (35 locations, and more 
on the way!), we have long 
since retired our bookmobile. 
But there were still 647 book-
mobiles operating around the 
country as of 2015, according 
to an Institute of Library and 
Museum Services study. And 
they work hard. The Rochester 
Hills Library Bookmobile in 
Minnesota visits a whopping 
24 locations a week, according 
to research by Tara Dankowski 
for an article in American 
Libraries Magazine titled “By 
the Numbers: Bookmobiles.”

We are grateful for your 
support all year, in the form 
of your tax dollars, donations 
to the Friends of the Library, 
and support of the San Diego 
Public Library Foundation. 
On Tuesday, April 9, National 
Library Workers Day, we would 
also appreciate cookies.

—Karen Reilly is managing 
librarian of the Mission Valley 
Branch Library.■

 u Library, from page 8 Caring for wildlife
San Diego Humane Society opens new 

wildlife center in Linda Vista

Humane Society President/CEO Gary Weitzman and Pilar Bahde hold the 
scissors as they prepare to cut the ribbon. (Photos courtesy SD Humane Society)

Weitzman poses with an animal ambassador, 
the red-shouldered hawk.

A western screech owl
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Auto Donations
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE 
TOWING 24hr Response – Tax Deduction - 
Help Save Lives! UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION 866-616-6266

Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/
Models 2002-2018! Any Condition. Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Towing! We're 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Off er! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

Business Opportunity
AVON - Earn Extra $$. Sell online or in 
person from home or work. Free website 
included. No inventory required. For more 
info, Call: 855-812-5674

MAKE MONEY MAILING POSTCARDS! 
Easy Work, Guaranteed Legit Opportunity! 
www.PostcardsToWealth.com Receive 
Instant $250 Payments Daily! www.250Per-
DaySystem.com Homeworkers Urgently 
Needed! www.LegitOnlineWork.com

Education
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, 
Kits, Mattress Covers. Hardware Stores, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA 
approved hands on Aviation training. Finan-
cial Aid for qualifi ed students - Career place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 888-686-1704

HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING 
ONLINE. Start a New Career in Medical Billing 
& Coding. Medical Administrative Assistant. 
To learn more, call Ultimate Medical Acad-
emy. 855-629-5104 PHARMACY TECHNI-
CIAN - ONLINE TRAINING AVAILABLE! Take 
the fi rst step into a new career! Call now: 
833-221-0660

Health & Fitness
Suff ering from an ADDICTION to Alco-
hol, Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or 
other DRUGS? There is hope! Call Today to 
speak with someone who cares. Call NOW 
1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

$$$$VIAGRA & CIALIS! 105 pills for 
$99. 100 percent guarantee. and guaranteed 
delivery in two weeks and money back guar-
antee. NO prescriptions needed. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-800-767-1864

Suff ering from an ADDICTION to Alco-
hol, Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or 
other DRUGS? There is hope! Call Today to 
speak with someone who cares. Call NOW 
1-855-399-8803

Help Wanted
TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at 
Stevens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! 
Paid CDL Training! No experience needed! 
1-844-452-4121 drive4stevens.com

25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL Training! 
Stevens Transport covers all costs! 1-877-
209-1309 drive4stevens.com

Home Improvement
Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off , including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-855-534-6198

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE 
DAY updates! We specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip fl ooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home consultation: 
888-912-4745

Medical
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350 
procedures.888-623-3036 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/58 Ad# 6118

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! 
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 877-929-9587

Recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call now! You 
and your family may be entitled to a SIGNIF-
ICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

Misc. For Sale
ELIMINATE RATS/MICE GUARANTEED! 
Buy Harris Baits, Traps, Repellents. Available: 
Hardware Stores, Buy Online: homedepot.
com

Miscellaneous
$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANTED$$ 
GIBSON • FENDER • MARTIN. ALL BRANDS. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277

Start Saving BIG On Medications! Up 
To 90% Savings from 90DAYMEDS! Over 
3500 Medications Available! Prescriptions 
Req'd. Pharmacy Checker Approved. CALL 
Today for Your FREE Quote. 844-776-7620

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's larg-
est senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the fi rst 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security Disability 
or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! FREE Consul-
tations. Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Offi  ce: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have 
Medicare coverage, call Verus Healthcare to 
qualify for CPAP supplies for little or no cost 
in minutes. Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep 
Guide and More - FREE! Our customer care 
agents await your call. 1-844-545-9175

Become a Published Author. We want 
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distri-
bution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-877-626-2213

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Signifi cant 
Cash Award. Call 866-428-1639 for Informa-
tion. No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in 
industrial, construction, manufacturing jobs, 
or military may be the cause. Family in the 
home were also exposed. Call 1-866-795-
3684 or email cancer@breakinginjurynews.
com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement 
monies may not require fi ling a lawsuit.

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for 
just $75 down and $50 per month! Call 
800-426-4212 and mention 88272 for a risk 
free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Cross Country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move $799 
Long Distance Movers. Get Free quote on 
your Long distance move 1-800-511-2181

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-800-508-2824

Put on your TV Ears and hear TV with 
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Original were 
originally $129.95 - NOW WITH THIS SPECIAL 
OFFER are only $59.95 with code MCB59! Call 
1-855-993-3188

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered 
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75 
PERCENT – PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers! Order 
The Family Gourmet Feast - ONLY $49.99. 
Call 1-855-349-0656 mention code 55586TJC 
or visit www.omahasteaks.com/love13

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off , including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-844-374-0013

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-833-707-0984

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. More Chan-
nels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-855-652-9304

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! 
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certifi ed. Over 
1500 medications available. CALL Today For 
A Free Price Quote. 1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand 
(w/SELECT Package.) AT&T Internet 99 
Percent Reliability. Unlimited Texts to 120 
Countries w/AT&T Wireless. Call 4 FREE 
Quote- 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $69.99 For 190 Chan-
nels. Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$14.95/month. Best Technology. Best Value. 
Smart HD DVR Included. FREE Installation. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels Now 
ONLY $59.99/mo! 2yr price guarantee, FREE 
Installation! Save HUNDREDS over Cable and 
DIRECTV. Add Internet as low as $14.95/mo! 
1-855-977-7405

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nationwide 
Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. More Chan-
nels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-877-338-2315

70 years old, kids are grown. Still need 
your life insurance? Or is a big LIFE SETTLE-
MENT CASH PAYOUT smarter? Call Benefi t 
Advance. 1-877-710-4660

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE Have your product idea devel-
oped aff ordably by the Research & Devel-
opment pros and presented to manufac-
turers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation.

Financial Benefi ts for those facing seri-
ous illness. You may qualify for a Living Bene-
fi t Loan today (up to 50 percent of your Life 
Insurance Policy Death Benefi t.) Free Infor-
mation. CALL 1-855-632-0124

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! 
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certifi ed. Over 
1500 medications available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 1-866-293-9702 Call 
Now!

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families fi nd senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help fi nd solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. Call 
855-741-7459

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply 1-800-718-1593

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We 
edit, print and distribute your work inter-
nationally. We do the work… You reap the 
Rewards! Call for a FREE Author’s Submission 
Kit: 866-951-7214

Cable - Internet - Phone. No Credit 
Check! No Contracts! $29.99 each! Bundle 
- Save huge! We're local installers! Call Free 
Quote! 1-888-480-7717

Wanted To Buy
Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade 
Association we belong to has purchased the 
above classifi eds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised by this 
publication. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not off er 
employment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other mate-
rials designed to help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give the 
client your checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim 
to guarantee loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is illegal 
to request any money before delivering its 
service. All funds are based in US dollars. 
Toll free numbers may or may not reach 
Canada.■
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CLASSIFIEDS

SUDOKU
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can ap-
pear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block. Use logic and 
process elimination to solve the puzzle. 
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CROSSWORD Two of a Kind

ANSWERS
ON PAGE 5

ACROSS
  1 Construct
  6 Fills with wonder
10 Shortening meas.
14 Pilasters
15 Information
16 Pelvic bones
17 Frets
18 Mystery writer 

Ross or singer 
Jeanette

20 Terrible
22 Knocks down
23 He was: L.
24 Camera

26 Filmmaker Jack or 
Coach “Pop” 

29 Dramatist Maxwell or 
journalist Jack

32 Elicit
33 Contemptuous glance
34 Join
35 Liturgical vestment
36 Fads
37 Infi ltrator
38 Medieval tale
39 Assistants
40 Dined’s companion
41 Novelists May or 

Upton

43 Soprano Roberta or 
actress Jean

44 Dark fur
45 Baby’s balm
46 Plant fi ber
48 Capacious receptacle
52 Actor McLean or writer 

Robert L.
55 Sun: prefi x
56 Author Wiesel
57 The Silver ___
58 Santa’s helpers
59 Ages and ages
60 Mind
61 Bias

DOWN
  1 Lavish party
  2 Biblical preposition
  3 Roman journey
  4 Adventurer Thomas E. 

or stage star Gertrude
  5 1954 Brando fi lm
  6 Let in
  7 WWII mil. branch
  8 Inclusive abbreviation
  9 Mournful
10 Musical misfi ts misfor-

tune
11 English jurist William or 

magician Harry
12 Lustrous fabric

13 Stuff s
19 More peculiar
21 Distant
24 Joints
25 Poetic eff usions
26 Welts
27 Two-time loser to Dwight
28 Pianist Arthur or beau-

tician Helena
29 Wrath
30 Tanker
31 Requirements
33 Hawkins or Thompson
36 Iranian coin
37 Aviator “Billy” or writer 

Margaret

39 Seascape playwright
40 Reneges
42 Elephants’ young
43 One way to stand
45 1989 Oscar winner
46 Words of comprehen-

sion
47 Town of northern 

France
48 Central part
49 Edison’s middle name
50 Legal claim
51 Like Bo-Peep’s sheep
53 Sgt., e.g.
54 Cry noisily

YOUR AD HERE

Reach over 

200,000 

readers

San Diego Community

News Network

Call David 

619-961-1951
David@sdcnn.com

‘More News 
About Mission Valley 

Than Any Other
Newspaper in

the World’

‘More News 
About Mission Valley 

Than Any Other
Newspaper in

the World’

For advertising information
 

Call Mike 619-961-1958619-961-1958
Mike@sdcnn.com

ATTORNEY

(619) 952-3102

Shan Persaud
NEW OR USED...

Penske Ford • 8970 La Mesa Blvd.

the

you want!

WILL GET YOU IN

(619) 952-3102

you want!

cpersaud@socalpenske.com

CAR SALES

IdealService.com

PLUMBINGCOMPUTER SERVICES

BBQ & OVEN
CLEANING

We come to you.
  You will be amazed 

at the transformation.

Packages start at $149

Call (858) 210-2034
CalBBQ.com

CLEANING

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

IDEAS WANTED!
Get Your Free Inventor’s Guide

Davison charges fees for services

CALL  800-353-6102 NOW
Helping inventors and idea people since 1989.

REQUEST YOUR FREE INFO KIT TODAY!

JUST
2.8 LBS.

Portable Oxygen For The Way 
You Want to Live
Includes Everything You Need to Regain Your 
Freedom
At just 2.8* lbs, the Inogen One G4 is the ultralight portable 
oxygen concentrator you have been waiting for. The Inogen 
One G4 is approximately half the size of the Inogen 
One G3.
Meets FAA Requirements for Travel

CALL TODAY! 1-855-893-3632
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Obituary

Former San Diego 
City Councilmember 
Judy McCarty passed 
away Monday, March 
4 after an extended 
illness. Her health 
had been slowly de-
clining over the last 
several months. She 
passed away peace-
fully Monday night 
with all her family at 
her side.

McCarty, 78, 
represented District 
7 on the San Diego 
City Council from 
1985 to 2000.

“Judy’s legacy on 
the City Council was 
one of advocating 
for libraries, infra-
structure and fi scal 
prudence. Perhaps 
her proudest achieve-
ment was her work 
on behalf of Mission Trails 
Regional Park, including the 
opening of the Visitor Center 
she helped make a reality,” said 
former Councilmember Jim 
Madaffer, who served as her 
chief of staff and succeeded her 
on the City Council in 2000.

“San Diego has lost one 
of the great ones,” said John 
Kern, who served as her fi rst 
chief of staff. “Perpetually un-
derestimated, she served four 
terms on the City Council, lon-
ger than anyone else since the 
City Charter was enacted in 
1932. She was a tireless fi ghter 
for smart growth, neighbor-
hoods, libraries and her great 
love – Mission Trails Regional 
Park. She will be long remem-
bered in the hearts of those 
who knew her,” Kern said.

Aimee Faucett, chief of staff 
to Mayor Kevin Faulconer said, 
“Judy McCarty was the fi rst 
elected offi cial I worked for. I 
started as an intern in 1996. 
She taught me some of the most 
important political lessons. 
Strength, conviction, integri-
ty, community. Rest In Peace, 
Councilmember McCarty.”

“Judy McCarty had strong 
roots representing her com-
munities with a no-nonsense, 
plain-spoken, down-to-earth 
style. She was a consistent 
and tireless advocate for 
our libraries,” said former 
Councilmember Byron Wear.

McCarty got her start in 
politics serving on Navajo 
Community Planners. She was 
elected chair of the planning 
group. It was during this time 
she was hired by former State 
Assemblyman and Senator 
Larry Stirling as a district 
representative. In 1985, while 
serving on Stirling’s staff, she 
decided to run for a vacant 
seat on the City Council when 
then-Councilman and former 
Mayor Dick Murphy was ap-
pointed as a judge.

Born in Hammond, Indiana, 
McCarty married Curtis 
McCarty in 1962 and together 
they have two children, Kate 
Mount of Denver and Dwight 
McCarty of Campbell, CA.

Services are set for Saturday 
March 16, 2019 at San Carlos 
United Methodist Church at 11 
a.m.■

City Coucilmember 
Judy McCarty 
remembered

Judy McCarty (Courtesy Friends of the San Carlos 
Library)

with an operating smoke 
alarm. The Burn Institute 
is working towards ensuring 
that every senior’s home has 
just that. Their Senior Smoke 
Alarm Program provides se-
niors with free smoke alarms 
and instillations. Screened and 
trained community partners 
and volunteers assist the Burn 
Institute year-round in install-
ing the free alarms.

To qualify for this lifesav-
ing program, you must be 62 
years or older and own your 
own home. To sign up for this 
program or see if you are eligi-
ble, call the Burn Institute at 
858-541-2277 or email smoke-
alarm@burninstitute.org.

Smoke alarms save lives. 
Having a working smoke 

alarm in your home reduces 
your chances of perishing in 
a house fi re by 50 percent. 
Smoke alarms should be in-
stalled in every bedroom, 
outside each sleeping area and 
on every fl oor of your home. 
“In a fi re, seconds count,” said 
Susan Day, Burn Institute 
executive director in a press 
release. “Roughly half of home 
fi re deaths result from fi res 
reported at night between 11 
p.m. and 7 a.m. when most 
people are asleep. Home smoke 
alarms can alert people to a 
fi re before it spreads, giving 
seniors enough time to get out.”

Another invaluable fi re safe-
ty tool each household should 
have is a fi re escape plan. It 
can take less than two minutes 
for toxic fumes to overcome a 

See NEWS BRIEFS page 15  ê
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My sister is a licensed real 
estate agent and has been help-
ing my husband and I fi nd our 
fi rst home. Last weekend my 
husband and I went to look at a 
new home development without 
my sister and toured the model 
homes. When the sales agent 
asked us if we had any ques-
tions, we mentioned that we 
had our own Realtor. The sales 
agent suddenly became very 
rude and said that our Realtor 
could not get any commission 
from the builder as she was not 
present on our fi rst visit. Why 
is this? It completely turned 
off my husband and I and we 
have chosen not to purchase the 
model plan that we fell in love 
with. Could you explain who is 
responsible for paying Realtor’s 
commissions and how that 
works?

—Claire P.

You would not be the fi rst 
person to ask me this question, 
as many people get confused as 
to how Realtors get paid or who 
pays their commissions. First, 
real estate agents work for real 
estate brokers. Although some 
agents are both licensed as 
agents and as a broker. A real 
estate license can only hang 
with one broker. Any fees that 
are paid to a real estate agent 
must pass through the broker 
where their license hangs. For 
example, my real estate license 
hangs with Compass.

Only a real estate broker 
can pay a real estate commis-
sion and sign a real estate 
listing agreement with a seller. 
Commissions can vary depend-
ing on an agent’s experience, 
etc. Fees can then be deducted 
from these commissions, i.e. 
advertising, administrations 
fees, offi ce expenses, etc. One of 
the most common types of list-
ing agreements allows a broker 
to exclusively market a seller’s 
home. In return for bringing 

a buyer to the transaction to 
purchase this home, the seller 
agrees to pay the broker of the 
buyer’s agent a commission. 
Typically, this is a percent-
age of the sales price and it 
is shared between the listing 
agent and the selling agent (the 
agent representing the buyer). 
Henceforth, the seller typically 
pays the real estate commis-
sions involved in a real estate 
transaction.

Your question however, re-
fers to a new homebuilder. The 
builder is also the seller in this 
case and if they agree to a bro-
ker co-op (commission to a real 
estate agent or broker to bring 
a client into their new home 
community), that fee could be a 
fl at fee or also a percentage of 
the sales price. It does not cost 
you, the buyer, anything to use 
your own real estate agent to 
represent you on the builder’s 
purchase agreement. However, 
the builder will pay this com-
mission based on “procuring 
cause,” meaning your agent is 
the reason you came to the new 
home community.

Therefore, the builder wants 
your Realtor to bring you into 
their sales offi ce and offi cial-
ly register you as their client 
on your fi rst visit. The sales 
agents in a builders’ sales offi ce 
are licensed agents whose real 
estate license hangs with the 
broker of record for the compa-
ny that employs them. If your 

sister cannot be with you in 
the future, have her reach out 
to the sales offi ce and provide 
your names and they may allow 
her to come down at a later 
time to fi ll out the registration 
form. This depends on the 
builder.

Having 14 years experience 
with new homebuilders, I per-
sonally believe in having your 
own agent as they can act as 
a liaison between you and the 
builder. Services that I offer 
my clients include helping them 
to understand the pre-qualifi -
cation process, explaining the 
timeline while your new home 
is being constructed and under-
standing the different phases 
of construction, assist with se-
lecting the right home for their 
lifestyle, assist with selecting 
designer options with the build-
er, review all of your contracts, 
and maintain communication 
with the builder from your fi rst 
offi ce visit to the point when 
your keys are handed over to 
your new home.

I hope this helps, Claire, 
and best of luck in your home 
search.

[image provided by 
canstockphoto.com]

—Kathy McSherry is 
a Realtor at Compass. 
Email your questions to 
kathymcsherry@co mpass.com 
or call 702-328-9905.■

[Editor’s note: this is part one 
of a two-part series on fi nan-
cial advisors.]

It seems like everyone 
wants to be your fi nancial 
advisor. Banks, insurance 
companies, brokerage fi rms, 
and mutual fund companies 
— they all would like to man-
age your portfolio and deepen 
their relationship with you. 
The big question is, should 
you hire these companies as 
your fi nancial advisor?

The quick and short an-
swer is no. Financial advisors 
at these companies are not 
required to operate under the 
fi duciary standard. A fi du-
ciary is a professional who is 
required by law to put the cli-
ents’ best interests fi rst at all 
times. Financial advisors who 
follow a fi duciary standard 
must disclose any confl ict of 
interest (or potential confl ict 
of interest) to their clients 
before and throughout their 
relationship.

That may come as a 
surprise to many of you. 
Financial advisors at banks 
like Chase, Wells Fargo, and 
Bank of America can recom-
mend investments and prod-
ucts that earn your advisor 
a bigger commission rather 
than recommend what is best 
for you. Financial advisors 
at large brokerage fi rms like 
Fidelity and Schwab are not 
required by law to recommend 
what is in your best interest 
as a client. Financial advi-
sors at insurance companies 
like Lincoln Financial or 
Prudential can sell you expen-
sive variable annuities even 
though low-cost mutual funds 
are much better for you.

That is a big list of compa-
nies that should not be your 
fi nancial advisor. So, who 
should be? You can start your 
search by fi nding fi nancial 
advisors who act as your fi du-
ciary. The legal term for these 
advisors is called Registered 
Investment Advisor (RIA). 
RIAs are held to a fi duciary 
standard of care. By law, they 
must act solely in your best 
interest.

You can fi nd RIAs at the 
website for the National 

Association of Personal 
Financial Advisors (NAPFA.
org). This is a nonprofi t orga-
nization promoting fee-only 
advice where consumers can 
fi nd fi nancial advisors who 
adhere to the fi duciary stan-
dard and will not sell consum-
ers expensive and unneces-
sary fi nancial products and 
investments.

This website also has ex-
cellent resources for consum-
ers like a Financial Advisor 
Checklist. This checklist has 
25 questions you can give 
to potential advisors before 
deciding to meet with them. 
These questions reveal an 
advisor’s experience, how they 
get paid, and what services 
are provided. Also included is 
a Fiduciary Oath for the advi-
sor to sign. If they won’t sign 
this, do not work with them! 
If your current advisor won’t 
sign the Fiduciary Oath, it’s 
time to fi nd a new fi nancial 
advisor.

Once you have your fi nal 
two or three potential advi-
sors, you can send them the 
Financial Advisor Diagnostic. 
Compare their answers to 
the “answer key” provided 
by NAPFA. This pamphlet is 
written in a straight-forward 
way that makes it a valuable 
tool to use in your search. 
Download and send this di-
agnostic tool to your current 
fi nancial advisor. You may be 
shocked at the responses you 
receive.

Everyone wants to be your 
fi nancial advisor, but not 
everyone should be. Before 
saying yes, confi rm they are 
legally held to the fi duciary 
standard. That is the most 
important factor in selecting 
someone to work with. Next 
month, we will dig into more 
detailed criteria and the value 
you receive in working with a 
fi nancial advisor.

[Image provided by 
canstockphoto.com]

—Steve Doster, CFP is the 
fi nancial planning manag-
er at Rowling & Associates 
– a fee-only wealth manage-
ment fi rm in Mission Valley 
helping individuals create 
a worry-free fi nancial life. 
Rowling & Associates helps 
people with their taxes, invest-
ments, and retirement plan-
ning. Read more articles at 
rowling.com/blog.■

Who should be your 
fi nancial advisor?
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child or an adult and knowing 
the most direct route out of 
your home can help save your 
life. To create your escape plan, 
identify two ways out of every 
room in your home and know 
the most direct route to outside. 
Set a designated meeting place 
that is a safe distance from 
your residence and is station-
ary, such as the light-pole or 
mailbox. Once you get out of 
the house, stay out! After you 
have created your escape plan, 
it should be practiced with all 
members of your family at least 
once a year. The Burn Institute 
offers free fi re escape planning 
guidelines and grids at burnin-
stitute.org.

Women of Infl uence Awards
“Catalyst for Change.” 

“Gamechanger.” “Author of 
Infl uence.” “Woman Breaking 
Barriers.” These are a few of 
the 11 awards to be handed 
out at the Hilton San Diego 

Mission Valley Hotel on 
Wednesday, March 20, at noon, 
as the San Diego chapter of 
Connected Women of Infl uence 
(CWI) presents its annual 
Women of Infl uence Awards 
before an anticipated crowd of 
400 businesswomen and guests.

The awards, presented in 
conjunction with Women’s 
History Month, recognize 
women who lead the way in 
business, industry and enter-
prise, along with organizations 
and individuals who champion 
women leaders. The Catalyst 
for Change Award — a bit of a 
breakout award — recognizes 
a man who has demonstrated 
his commitment to the advance-
ment of women by mentoring 
or supporting women in the 
workplace.

“We inaugurated the Women 
of Infl uence Awards in 2015, 
and I am always blown away 
by the excitement, energy and 
enthusiasm generated at the 
event,” said Michelle Bergquist, 
co-founder and CEO of CWI 
in a press release. “All of our 
nominees are amazing women 

— and men — who deserve to 
be recognized for their impres-
sive accomplishments. They 
are truly women and men of 
infl uence.”

In addition to the awards 
mentioned above, winning cat-
egories include the Champion 
of Women, Woman to Watch, 
Women’s Advocate of the Year, 
President’s Award, Emerging 
Women-Owned Business, 
Veteran of Infl uence, and the 
Connected Women of Infl uence 
Award.

The ceremony will be held at 
the Hilton San Diego Mission 
Valley Hotel with registration 
beginning at 11 a.m. and the 
luncheon and program noon to 
2 p.m. Four yet-to-be-named 
fi nalists take the stage for each 
award, reviewed and selected 
by a panel of judges.

The event is open to CWI 
members and guests. Tickets 
are $129 purchased in ad-
vance or $159 at the door. 
Sponsorship opportunities 
are also available. For infor-
mation or reservations, go to 
bit.ly/2Uzy9Yr.■
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Mission Valley News
COMMUNITY AND ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR

Paradise with 
Wine & Canvas

Join Wine & Canvas at Mimi’s 
Café for a step-by-step paint-
ing class with a professional 
artist. All materials provided 
and are included with cost of 
admission. This sessions will 
focus on painting a tropical 
getaway scene on 16-by-20 
inch canvas. Enjoy food and 
beverages from the menu 
while you paint. $35. 5180 
Mission Center Road.
To reserve your spot, visit 
bit.ly/2TIpc1U.

Breast Cancer 
Treatment and 

Awareness
Compassion Breast, a 
non-profi t organizations that 
strives to educate and empow-
er persons with breast cancer, 

is hosting a discussion pan-
el about current breast can-
cer diagnosis methods and 
treatments. Panelists Elaine 
Tanaka, M.D., Sandra Frei-
wald, M.D., and Susan Wais, 
PhD. will touch on what can 
be expected during the pro-
cess from initial diagnosis 
through treatment and re-
covery. Free. Located at the 
Mission Valley library, 2123 
Fenton Parkway. Register on-
line at bit.ly/compassion0316.

TUESDAY

March 19

Library Book Club
The Mission Valley branch li-
brary hosts monthly book club 
meetings and invite anyone 

who loves to read and engage 
with literature. This month’s 
book is “The Invention of 
Wings” by author Sue Monk 
Kidd. Copies of the book are 
available for checkout at the 
library. Meetings are locat-
ed in the Community Room 
from 6:30–8 p.m. 2123 Fenton 
Parkway.

WEDNESDAY

March 20

Friends of the Library 
Meeting

Join members of the Friends 
and the Mission Valley Li-
brary and Library staff to 
discuss ongoing projects, li-
brary goals, fundraising, and 
to learn how the Friends sup-
port library operations. Locat-
ed in Seminar room B from 
6:30–7:30 p.m. 2123 Fenton 
Parkway.

THURSDAY

March 21

Women’s 
History Month

San Diego Mesa College stu-
dents, faculty, and staff are 
pleased to present a bilingual 
Spanish-English production 
of the Obie Award-winning 
tour of the forbidden zone. 

“The Vagina Monologues” is 
a collection of curated stories 
that refl ect, revere, and em-
power women of different life 
experiences. Proceeds from 
the performance will benefi t 
the International Network of 
Hearts, a non-profi t organi-
zation dedicated to restoring 
the lives of survivors of hu-
man traffi cking and sexual 
violence. Event begins at 5 
p.m. Located at the Apolliad 
Theatre, 7250 Mesa College 
Drive.

SATURDAY

March 23

Art for Our Lives
The San Diego chapter of 
the student-led organization 
March for Our Lives has an-
nounced a festival commem-
orating the one-year anni-
versary of the march last 

year in which over ten thou-
sand local students and res-
idents took to the street to 
advocate for sensible gun 
control measures. The event 
will include a rally featur-
ing local public offi cials and 
speakers, as well as artists 
showcasing their work, live 
music, and community part-
ners looking to take a stand 
on gun violence. Located 
at Waterfront Park from 
10 a.m.–noon. 1600 Pacifi c 
Highway. 

The Science of 
Harry Potter

The Mission Valley library in-
vites students grades 6–8 to 
explore the science and magic 
of the world of Harry Potter 
through video clips, presen-
tations, discussions, activities 
and artwork. Topics include 
genetics and trait prediction, 
acid/base chemistry, fan-
tastic beasts, and herbology. 
Free. 2:30–5:30 p.m. Regis-
tration required. 2123 Fenton 
Parkway.
Information and registration 
available at bit.ly/2J38Psv.

SUNDAY

March 24

The House of Broken 
Angels Dinner 

Adventure
Join acclaimed author Luis 
Alberto Urrea and Adven-
tures by the Book for din-
ner at Café Coyote as they 
explore Urrea’s 2018 novel 

“The House of Broken An-
gels.” Event starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets $40–65. 2461 San Di-
ego Ave.
Tickets and information 
available at bit.ly/2J8sIi1.

FRIDAY

March 29

Create-a-Creature
Marine life has been evolving 
and adapting to their envi-
ronment for millions of years. 
See how sea life has adapted 
to their unique environment 
and use this knowledge to cre-
ate a creature of your own! 
All art supplies will be provid-
ed. Located in the Communi-
ty room of the Mission Valley 
branch library. 2123 Fenton 
Parkway. Register online at 
bit.ly/2J7juT5.

SATURDAY

April 6

Coding with Scratch
Students interested in cod-
ing can join the Mission Val-
ley branch library for a crash 
course in making their own 
animation and video games. 
Students will use Scratch 
to learn the basics of coding 
and animation design in this 
three-hour session. Free No 
prior experience necessary! 
Registration required. 2123 
Fenton Parkway. Register on-
line at bit.ly/2J9dqJR.

SATURDAY

April 13

Easter at Civita
City View church is hosting 
a free Easter event at beau-
tiful Civita park and invites 
residents to join in the cele-
bration. Activities included 
an Easter egg hunt, petting 
zoo, food trucks, and infl at-
ables. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. 7960 
Civita Blvd.

SUNDAY

April 14

All Girls Math 
Tournament

In collaboration with All 
Girls STEM Society, the 
Mission Valley library pres-
ents an all-female math 
tournament. Here's your 
chance to show off your 
math knowledge and im-
prove your problem-solving 
skills. There will be medals, 
cool prizes, and cookies as 
contestants have the chance 
to compete individually or as 
members of a team. For girls 
in grades 3–8.
Register on the AGSS website 
at bit.ly/2TJnq0C.

MONDAY

April 15

A Sweet Slice of 
History Adventure

Adventures by the Book has 
revealed an upcoming pre-
sentation about women’s his-
tory titled “A Sweet Slice of 
History,” featuring critical-
ly acclaimed and bestsell-
ing authors Susan Meissner, 
Camille DiMaio, and Chanel 
Cleeton. Beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at the Women’s Muse-
um of California, the event 
will include an assortment 
of desserts and wine, admis-
sion to the Women’s Museum 
of California, author presen-
tations, book signings, and 
the chance to meet the au-
thors up-close in an intimate 
setting. $35. 2730 Decatur 
Road. Tickets available at 
bit.ly/2TJqDgG.■

SATURDAY

March 16

FEATURED EVENTS

Les Fleurs du Mal
Georges Rouault’s provoc-
ative prints and paintings 
blurred medieval and mod-
ern, sacred and secular. 
In 1936 he began working 
on an illustrated edition of 
Les Fleurs du Mal (Flowers 
of Evil), poems by Charles 
Baudelaire that caused a 
scandal when fi rst published 
in 1857. Featuring notations 
and instructions by Rouault 
for his master printer, the 
portfolio offers rare insight 
into the process of conceiv-
ing and executing an ambi-
tious suite of prints. This 
free exhibit is located within 
the Hoehn Family Galleries 
through May 17.

Civita Farmers Market
Visit beautiful Civita Park 
on Fridays for the San 

Diego Farm Bureau’s open-
air market featuring a fresh 
assortment of local produce, 
fl orals, crafts, baked goods, 
and more. Held from 3–7 
p.m. Free. 7964 Civita Blvd.

Monday Meditation
Take time during of your 
Monday lunch hour to re-
lax and reflect during a 
guided meditation session. 
Held at the Mission Valley 
library, Seminar room A, 
from noon–1 p.m. Free. 2123 
Fenton Parkway.

Game Night
The Hazard Center hosts 
family game night at Barnes 
& Noble every Thursday 
evening at 6 p.m., with new 
and classic games for all ag-
es. Free. 7610 Hazard Cen-
ter Drive.■

RECURRING EVENTS

GET UP TO DATE GET THE WORD OUT
With San Diego’s

Most Comprehensive
Online Calendar

missionvalleynews.com/mission-valley-news-calendar

About Your Next Event! Post or Advertise Your Event
on Mission Valley News’s Extensive Online Calendar

Free Posts And Reasonable Rates For Ads

GET UP TO DATE GET THE WORD OUT
With San Diego’s

Most Comprehensive
Online Calendar

missionvalleynews.com/mission-valley-news-calendar

About Your Next Event! Post or Advertise Your Event
on Mission Valley News’s Extensive Online Calendar

Free Posts And Reasonable Rates For Ads

‘Angels in America’
A look at America in the 
mid-1980s. In the midst of 
the AIDS crisis and a con-
servative Reagan adminis-
tration, New Yorkers grap-
ple with life and death, 
love and sex, heaven and 
hell. Alternately hilarious 
and heartbreaking, it was 
awarded two Tony Awards 
for Best Play and the Pulit-
zer Prize for Drama. Part 
One: “Angels in Ameri-
ca: Millennium Approach-
es” and Part Two: “Angels 
in America: Perestroika” 
run through April 20 at 
the Cygnet Theatre in Old 

Town. Each performance is 
3.5 hours with two 15-min-
ute intermissions. $35. 4040 
Twiggs St.
bit.ly/2HfnXSa

Latino Film Festival
Through Marh 24

The 26th annual returns 
for an 11-day celebration 
of Latino Cinema, Arts & 
Culture. The festival will 
present over 160 fi lms from 
Latin America, the United 
States, and Spain; Opening 
Night and Closing Night 
Parties; the 4th annual Sa-
bor Latino Food, Beer, & 
Wine festival; Q&A sessions 
with visiting fi lmmakers; 
free student screenings; and 
more! Festival and screen-
ing passes available online. 
For passes and information, 
bit.ly/2SGKtZf.■

ONGOING EVENTS
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