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uncertain present, bright future 
of Cleveland Elementary

The developers of the Cleveland Elementary site plan to relocate 
the plaque and flagpole that memorialize the victims of the 
1979 school shooting there. (Photo by Jeff Clemetson)
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A proposed project by T-Mobile 
that would put cellular towers 

atop new 70-foot-tall lights in the 
field at the San Carlos Recreation 
Center, brought an unusually 
large turnout of residents to the 
Navajo Community Planners, 
Inc. meeting on Dec. 9. 

“I’ve been involved with this 
group in one format or another 
for about 20 years and this is 
the best organized presentation 
in any community and I want to 
commend you,” said NCPI Vice 
Chair Jay Wilson to the commu-
nity members who spoke at the 
meeting “… You should congrat-
ulate yourself, you made a very 
strong presentation.”

Nearly 60 people showed up 
to make presentations in opposi-
tion to the light-based cell towers, 
many of whom had never been 
to a NCPI meeting and had only 
recently learned of the city’s plan 
to build the lights.

As previously reported by the 
Mission Times Courier [Volume 
21, Issue 11 or bit.ly/1OsyLUL], 
NCPI put off a vote on the proj-
ect in October, because San Diego 
Parks and Recreation did not 
send a representative to answer 
questions from the board. On 
Dec. 9, again there was no repre-
sentative, but the board decided 
to not postpone their vote.

Board member Terry Cords 
said he had a conversation with 
Kelly Wood, Steve Poltz and 
Kathy Ruiz of Parks and Rec 
and they told him that the parks 
department doesn’t make public 
appearances. He also reported 
that the hours of the park (until 
9 p.m.) would remain the same if 
the lights are installed; the lights 
were not intended for sports, but 
rather security; the lights had to 
be 70 feet tall; and that the proj-
ect was a cost-saving effort by the 
city to get lights into a park that 
needs them.

T-Mobile representative Jerrod 
Ploof made his second presenta-
tion about the project, which 
duplicated his first at the October 

“This is completely asinine, but it’s the law.”
Those words from planning commissioner 

Anthony Wagner pretty much ended what had 
promised to be a very long day at City Hall, and 
also brought to the surface long-simmering Planning 
Commission discontent with the approval process for 
medical marijuana dispensaries in the city.

The Planning Commission meeting also brought 
about some of the first talk about lawsuits against 
the city.

More than 200 people were in the council chamber 
waiting to testify on both sides of the medical mari-

juana issue the morning of the Dec. 10 meeting. They 
never got to say a word for the record.

Three candidates, including two in the Grantville 
area, were appealing a city hearing officer’s denial 
of their application for the right to open medical 
marijuana dispensaries. They all ran afoul of the 
ordinance clause that says they cannot locate within 
a 1,000 feet of dedicated parkland.

The actual trigger for what happened was an appeal 
from a decision denying a use permit at 3455 Camino 
Del Rio South in Mission Valley. The building is less 
than a 1,000 feet from what’s known as Indian Hill, 
which is dedicated parkland despite the fact there is 
no public access to it at all, and apparently no hope 
for any.

“I think I see where this is going,” said Commission 
Chairman Tim Golba. He tried to find some way 
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Next month will mark the 37th anniversary of 
one of San Carlos’ most infamous moments — 

the Cleveland Elementary School shooting. While 
national tragedies of school shootings persist today 
and remind residents of that event, there will soon be 
one less symbol of it –– the school itself.

In January 2015, San Diego Unified School District 
voted to put the Cleveland Elementary property up for 
sale. Because of declining enrollment, the district had not 
operated a school there since 1983. 

Last June, Preface, LLC and JCR Capital bought 
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group in one format or another 
for about 20 years and this is 
the best organized presentation 
in any community and I want to (left) According to current zoning restrictions, the building at 4410 Glacier Ave. is too close to the San Diego River for 

Grantville Greens to open a medical marijuana dispensary there. (right) An business application for Living Green hangs in the 
window of an empty space at 4417 Rainier Ave. (Photos by Jeff Clemetson; additional artwork by Todd Kammer)
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Cleveland, from page 1

Conceptual drawings of the single-family homes that will occupy the Cleveland Elementary school site. 
(Courtesy of the Atlantis Group)
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the 8.76-acre property located at 
6365 Lake Atlin Ave. for $5.8 mil-
lion and plan on building homes 
there. Preface is an experienced 
builder that has developed many 
residential and mixed-use projects 
throughout the area, including 
the Rancho Dorado homes in San 
Marcos and Hidden Trails homes 
in Escondido.

The proposed project, which is 
still in the planning and approval 
phase, is a community of around 
50 well-designed and well-built 
homes that will comply with exist-
ing zoning and the community plan. 
The development’s roadway will be 
maintained by the HOA.

“It is very rare to find an infill 
project with traditional lot sizes 
[minimum of 5,000 square feet], so 
we think this project will be appeal-
ing to families that are looking for 
new homes with large yards, but 
want to remain close to all the ame-
nities that the City of San Diego has 
to offer,” said Ted Shaw, a consul-
tant for the Atlantis Group who is 
working with Preface in getting the 
project approved. 

When the project is completed, 
it will be a brighter chapter in the 
story of the Cleveland Elementary 
school site, which became infamous 
for being home to the first modern 
school shooting.

The tragedy of Jan. 29, 1979, 
started at 8:30 a.m., when 16-year-
old Brenda Spencer began firing a 
.22-caliber rifle toward the elemen-
tary school campus from her home, 
located directly across the street.

When asked by the San Diego 
Evening Tribune why she did it, 

Spencer was famously quoted 
as saying, “I don’t like Mondays. 
This livens up the day.” That quote 
was used as the basis for the 1981 
song written by Bob Geldof for The 
Boomtown Rats called, “I Don’t 
Like Mondays.”

Wragg and Suchar both died at 
the scene and nine others were 
injured –– eight students and a 
police officer. After a standoff that 
lasted several hours, Spencer sur-
rendered to SWAT team officers. 
She was eventually sentenced to 
25 years to life in prison and is up 
for parole again in 2019.

If she is released, the school she 
terrorized that day in 1979 may 
already be replaced with new 
homes and families. 

The homes that are planned for 
the Cleveland Elementary project 
will range from approximately 
2,400 to 2,900 square feet with up to 
five bedrooms and four bathrooms. 

All of the homes will feature large 
open-concept great rooms and a 
downstairs bedroom to accommo-
date multi-generational living.

Shaw said the project is wait-
ing approval form the city, but he 
anticipates that “construction could 
commence as early as late 2016.”

Construction will certainly 
have to wait until at least June 
of 2016. Currently, the school site 
is home to the Magnolia Science 
Academy charter school. Although 
the school’s lease expires at the 
end of this school year, Magnolia 
administrators are hoping to stay 
at the site while they search for 
a replacement site for the bunga-
low-style school.

“We’d like to give our families 
some certainty,” said Dr. Caprice 
Young, CEO of Magnolia Public 
Schools. “We need one more year 
and [Preface’s] entitlements should 
take that long.”

Magnolia has been using the 
Cleveland Elementary site since 
2005. It serves around 400 chil-
dren and is known to be one of the 
higher-performing schools in the 
county. Magnolia had hoped to 
buy the site from the district but 
the deal fell through, Young said. 

“We are looking at every possible 
option,” Young said, adding that the 
school district has recommended a 
few sites.

Though talks are ongoing 
between Magnolia’s and Preface’s 
attorneys about extending the use 
of the property to the school while 
the permit-approval process con-
tinues, there is no agreement in 
place yet.

“Our families are not going to 
stand for it,” Young said. “If we have 
to move [before a new school site is 
found], our students are going to go 
to class in Preface’s offices.”

Shaw remains hopeful of an 

agreement and said there is still a 
chance the lease will be extended for 
up to one entire school year, but it 
all depends on how Magnolia’s hunt 
for a new school plays out. 

“My client is in support of help-
ing [Magnolia] find a location and is 
happy to work with them,” he said. 
“If they struggle to find a place it 
would become more difficult for my 
client to keep extending the use of 
the site for the school.”

In addition to relocating Magnolia 
and its students, there is another 
part of Cleveland Elementary that 
will need to be moved –– a memorial 
set on the school grounds to honor 
the victims of the shooting.

A memorial plaque and an 
accompanying flagpole honor the 
lives of principal Burton Wragg and 
custodian Michael Suchar, the two 
fatal casualties of the shooting.

“Wragg had run out of the office, 
directly opposite the Spencer home, to 
help the children who had been shot 
and was later followed by Suchar,” 
the Los Angeles Times wrote in an 
article following the shooting.

At the Oct. 14 meeting of the 
Navajo Community Planners, 
Shaw and Matt Hamilton, also 
of the Atlantis Group, promised 
to incorporate the memorial into 
the landscape design of the hous-
ing development by prominently 
displaying it along the front of the 
complex for the public to see and 
remember the lives lost.

“It is an important, albeit sad, 
symbol of what occurred so we 
made moving it to the corner of 
Lake Atlin and Lake Angela part 
of our plans,” Shaw said.

––Write to Jeff Clemetson at jeff@
sdcnn.com. ■



Rancho Mission Park 
Playground looking for 
community input 

The pad that was the chil-
dren’s playground at the Rancho 
Mission Park, on Margerum 
Avenue, is moving forward. 
Thanks to Councilmember 
Scott Sherman, funding for the 
project has been secured that 
includes the playground and 
the American Disabilities Act 
accessibility requirements. Liz 
Saidkhanian, Councilmember 
Sherman’s Director of Outreach 
is our liaison to the city for this 
project. An initial community 
committee has been formed to 
work with the city and to pro-
vide input from the community.  

On Jan. 4, the city’s Public 
Works Department will make 
a presentation to the Allied 
Gardens Recreation Council 
about the project and hopes to 
obtain community input. To 
help provide some direction to 
city staff and the consultant 
hired by the city to work on 
the project, the committee has 
generated a Survey Monkey 
survey. For those who use the 
park, and the families whose 
children and/or grandchildren 
will use the playground, let the 
Navajo Community Planners 
know what you would like to 
see in the new playground. 
Go to navajoplanners.org  and 
click on the Survey Monkey 
link. To become involved and/
or stay up to date on the Rancho 
Mission Playground, email 
RMPlayground@cox.net.  

Millions in scholarships for 
San Diego students

The San Diego Foundation is 
now accepting applications for 
millions of dollars in scholarship 
money for students for the 2016-
2017 school year.

For the 2015-2016 school year, 
the foundation’s Community 
Scholarship Program awarded 
over $2.3 million to over 1,000 stu-
dents pursuing higher education.

The Community Scholarship 
Program, the largest in the San 
Diego region outside of the uni-
versity system, provides a variety 
of scholarships to high school stu-
dents, current college students, 
graduate students and adult re-
entry students. In partnership 
with The San Diego Foundation, 
donors participate in an application 
review and selection process that 
pulls from nearly 3,000 applicants 
each year. Since 1997, the program 
has awarded more than $24 mil-
lion to thousands of students.

Students wishing to apply must 
submit an application by Feb. 3, 
2016. Applications are available 
through the foundation’s website 
at sdfoundation.org/students/ com-
mon-scholarship-app/. ■

AARP Foundation seeks 
tax-aid volunteers

The San Diego chapter of the 
American Association of Retired 
Persons (AARP) is looking for 
volunteers who are good with 
numbers to aid seniors with their 
tax returns.

Volunteers will work with tax-
payers directly filling out returns 
for the IRS at local sites, including 
the the Allied Gardens/Benjamin 
Branch and College/Rolando 
Branch libraries.

A no-cost, two-week training 
class on the latest tax prepara-
tions forms and software begins 
in January. Manuals are provided 
and computers can be loaned to 
volunteers during tax season.

If you are not comfortable 
with numbers and still want to 
help, volunteer greeters are also 
needed to welcome taxpayers and 
help organize their paperwork and 
manage the overall flow of service.

If you are interested in volun-
teering, contact Ray Smith at 
619-583-6685. For more informa-
tion about the tax-aid volunteer 
program, visit bit.ly/1hs7tPR.
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Little League goes 50/70
Games will look more like 

high school and pro baseball

Standard Little League fields will need to have the bases and pitcher’s mounds altered for 50/70 play. (Graphic by Todd Kammer)

Doug
Curlee
Editor at Large

high school and pro baseball
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K ids are getting bigger and 
bigger.

Anyone who watches Little 
League baseball realizes that 
players are literally outgrowing 
the fields they play on. More and 
more, you see kids who are 11, 12 
and 13 years old standing 6 feet 
tall or more and weighing in close 
to 200 pounds.

Allied Gardens Little league 
officials have decided to accept 
that trend, and are moving the 
big kids into what’s called the 
Intermediate division set up 
about 10 years ago by Little 
League International.

That means, first of all, a bigger 
playing field.

“We look at it as a matter of 
safety, first of all,” said league 
president Pete Famolaro. “The 
mound is 50 feet from home plate, 
instead of 45. The baserunning 

distance is 70 feet instead of 60, 
and the outfield fences are 225 
feet instead of 200. It’ll also look a 
lot more like regular baseball. It’s 
more of a hitter’s league, which 
all the kids want anyway.”

One of the major safety fac-
tors will be some restrictions on 
what kind of bats players can use. 
So-called “hot bats,” designed for 
superior power, will be unusable. 
Some leagues may even return to 
wooden bats.

Among other changes, play-
ers will no longer have to stay on 
base until a pitch crosses home 
plate. They’ll be able to take leads 
off the bases, steal if they think 
they can do it. Pitchers will have 
to learn to pitch from a stretch 
to hold runners. In short, just 
like high school baseball and 
the pros. Balks by a pitcher, not 
called in Little League, will be in 
Intermediates.

Games will be seven innings 
rather than six.

Until the last year or so, the 
Intermediate division was more 

or less a well-kept secret. Not all 
that many knew about it.

They didn’t know that the 
Intermediate division has its 
own World Series –– not in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, but 
in Livermore, California. (A South 

Korean team won it all last year.)
“We thought about doing this 

last year, but there was really 
no competition for us until 
North Park Little League made 
the change last season. Now, 
with at least two leagues in our 

Little League district playing 
Intermediate, there’s local com-
petition available,” Famolaro said.

Famolaro thinks more and 
more Little Leagues will make 
the decision to enlarge their 
fields and take up Intermediate 
ball. He believes Escondido, San 
Carlos and 4S Ranch are among 
leagues considering this move.

It will also help the kids make 
the transition from Little League 
fields to high school and travel-
ball regulation distances.

Allied Gardens is certainly not 
walking away from the several 
programs they offer for younger 
children.

The BubbaBall and T-ball pro-
grams for the 4 through 7 year 
olds will remain as is.

The 8,9, and 10 year olds’ pro-
grams will remain with a few 
changes, but nothing major.

Does this rule out the Majors 
Division, which is the division 
that currently sends players to 
All-Star teams that could wind up 
in Williamsport? No, it doesn’t, 
not completely.

Many leagues nationwide 
have allowed Intermediate 
players to step back and play 
in the Majors divisions for pur-
poses of going to Williamsport. 
Little League International has 
wisely allowed local leagues and 
districts to work that out among 
themselves.

Parents will be able to make deci-
sions about where they want their 
kids to play, so long as the kids fit 
into the age restrictions rules.

By Opening Day on Feb. 27, 
Famolaro thinks the league will 
be up and ready to run with the 
Intermediate program.

“It’ll look a whole lot more like 
the baseball we all grew up play-
ing and watching, and it’ll be 
fun,” said Famolaro. “And that’s 
a good thing.”

Walk-in registrations for the 
upcoming Little League season 
were held Dec. 5 and 15. If you 
still wish to enroll your child in 
Little League, visit aglittleleague.
org for online signup. Early reg-
istration saves you $10 and ends 
Dec. 31.

––Doug Curlee is Editor at 
Large. Write to him at doug@
sdcnn.com. ■
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Music is a universal language 
to join people and narrow cul-

tural differences. The San Diego 
Jewish Men’s Choir’s new CD, 
“Kochi” celebrates two cultures by 
fusing Indian instrumental music 
with Jewish songs in Hebrew, 
Yiddish, and Ladino. The result is 
a toe-tapping, body-swaying, hum-
ming-along music experience. 

Del Cerro resident and found-
ing SDJMC member, Shaun 
Edelstein, says the choir’s mission 
is to preserve and promote Jewish 
music. “This really means some-
thing to us. It’s not just a bunch of 
guys having fun. This is the music 
we heard from our grandparents” 
said Edelstein. 

Music has been instrumental to 
Edelstein, who is originally from 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Since age 10, he sang in a com-
munity choir at his synagogue. 
“For 30 years I never went to a 
wedding without a choir,” he said. 
When he immigrated to San Diego 
20 years ago, he asked, “Where’s 
the choir?” This motivated him to 
find others to start a Jewish men’s 
choir in San Diego. In 16 years, 
the choir has sung at 50 weddings; 
receiving requests every three to 
four months. 

The choir has 25 to 30 mem-
bers with most from South Africa, 
two from Israel, one from France, 
a few from Mexico, and the rest 
from the United States. Members 
live in various parts of San Diego, 
as far south as Chula Vista, as far 
north as Escondido, and two in the 
College Area. 

Choir Director, Ruth Weber 
graduated from San Diego State 
University with a Bachelor’s in 
music and received a master’s 
degree in Music Performance 
from California State University 
Northridge. She has been directing 
the choir for six years. At first, she 
said she felt nervous about direct-
ing so many men. Now they treat 
her “like one of the guys. When 
else would all of these men follow 
a woman except when we’re trying 
to preserve the tradition of Jewish 
music,” said Weber. 

 When Weber met Ricky Kej, 
last year’s Grammy Award-
winner of Best New Age Album 
and producer and arranger from 
India, he asked her to send him 
a soundtrack of the choir. Weber, 
Kej, Vanil Veigas, Danny Flam, 
and Greg Gilpin recorded “Kochi” 
in New York, San Diego, and 
India by sending files back and 
forth to fuse Indian instrumen-
tal music with the choir singing 
Jewish songs. 

“We’re using technology to bring 
back something from thousands of 
years ago,” said Edelstein. 

In November 2015, “Kochi” won 
first place in the Akademia Awards 
for Best World Beat Album, reached 
third for World Music on Billboard 
World Music Charts, and seventh 
in the Billboard Heatseeker Charts. 
According to their promoter, “Kochi” 
plays on 119 radio stations in the 

East meets West
San Diego Jewish Men’s Choir fuses 
Indian and Jewish music traditions

United States and Canada, and on 
70 different airline easy listening 
channels.

Sixteen years ago, if they sang to 
20 people, they were happy. Now 
they sing to people from 20 coun-
tries, and were considered for a 
Grammy nomination.

 “How did we ever get on 119 
radio stations? Ruth’s drive, com-
mitment, and passion! She has 
been a key figure. It’s all due to 
her, believe me. We were a bunch of 
guys before and she molded us into 
a high-quality musical entourage,” 
said Edelstein.

This CD is dedicated to the 
world’s oldest Jewish community 
living 2,500 years ago in Cochin, 
(Kochi) now known as Kerala, 
India. The Hindu king inscribed a 
decree on antique plates allowing 
Jews to own land, build syna-
gogues, and live freely at a time 
when they were persecuted else-
where. These plates still remain 
in the synagogue.

In 1792, there were 2,000 Jews 
with nine synagogues in Kochi. 
In contrast, New York had only 
72 Jewish families and one syna-
gogue. Indira Gandhi recognized 
the synagogue’s 400 year anniver-
sary in 1968. The main street is 
Synagogue Lane and the village 
is called Jew Town. Since 1948, 
thousands of Kochi Jews immi-
grated to Israel.

Rabbi Marvin Tokayer wrote 
about and conducted tours to 
recount the history of the Jews 
in Kochi. Upon returning from 
a tour, choir member Mo Gold 
recounted the city’s history. 
Weber then wanted to create the 
CD. “Music intertwined people. 
That’s what we replicate with this 
album,” said Weber.

The choir’s first CD, “Heritage” 
was funded by Kickstarter. In 
keeping with their mission to 
preserve and promote Jewish 
music, the choir donated 400 
CDs to international libraries, 
schools, and nursing homes with 
Jewish audiences.  

Proceeds support the Gabriel 
Project of Mumbai to provide 
nutrition, healthcare and lit-
eracy for children living in the 
streets of India. “Tikkun Olam 
(which is Hebrew for “repairing 
the world”) –– it’s about giving 
back,” said Edelstein.

For the men of the choir, there 
is only one drawback –– Monday 
night choir rehearsal conflicts with 
Monday night football. But it’s a 
small sacrifice and they tape the 
games instead. “Don’t tell us the 
scores, la, la, la. …This is more 
important than a football game. 
Everyone arrives at practice ready 
to sing,” said Edelstein.  

 “Kochi” is available for pur-
chase on Amazon or iTunes. For 
more information on the San Diego 
Jewish Mens Choir, please visit 
sdjmc.org.

––Sara Appel-Lennon is a 
freelance writer and former pro-
fessional clown. Write to her at 
sappel2001@yahoo.com or visit 
her website at sara-appel-lennon.
vpweb.com. ■

(clockwise from top) The San Diego Jewish 
Men’s Choir with Choir Director Ruth 
Weber; Del Cerro resident and founding 
member Shaun Edelstein; The ‘Kochi’ 
album blends traditional Jewish and 
indian music. (Courtesy of San Diego Jewish 
Men’s Choir)

Sara Appel-Lennon
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Fifty-seven percent of San 
Diego’s companies have one to 
four employees. Only one percent 
of the region’s companies report 
more than 250 workers.

Shortly after Texas 
Instruments closed its San Diego 
mobile division in 2008, a group of 
just-laid-off engineers came into 
my office. Since a few of them had 
been laid off at the same time, 
they were able to quickly form an 
entire team that already knew 
each other. They started a new 
business called IPG, and started 

developing cellular base-station 
chipsets.

It worked beautifully. Within 
three years, larger companies 
were clamoring to bring them 
in, paying not only to hire the 
team, but also to purchase the 
intellectual property that they 
had developed. The team ended 
up doing better over those three 
years than they would have if 
they’d just kept their jobs at Texas 
Instruments. Plus, they didn’t 
have to relocate, pull their kids 
out of school or find their spouses 
new jobs. They did it right here in 
San Diego, and they’re still here 
today.

San Diego provides an excel-
lent ecosystem for keeping talent 
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San Diego 
is growing. 

And it 
will keep 

growing if 
we keep our 
best people 

in town.
—William Moore

AMR, San Diego’s 
newest medical 
provider

As you may know, 
American Medical Response 
(AMR) recently purchased 
Rural/Metro, the city of 
San Diego’s 911 emergency 
medical responder. With the 
acquisition, AMR has now 
become the city’s official 911 
emergency ambulance trans-
portation provider. 

We at AMR could not be 
more excited to be serving 
the people of San Diego and 
delivering the highest quality 
of emergency care to commu-
nities throughout the city, 
including Allied Gardens, 
Del Cerro, San Carlos 
and Grantville.  

We’re certainly not new to 
San Diego. In fact, AMR has 
very deep roots here. We’ve 
been serving communities 
in the north, south and east 
county for more than 65 years. 

AMR is now pleased to 
bring to the city of San Diego 
and its 1.3 million residents 
the resources of one of the 
nation’s most respected emer-
gency medical responders, 
with more than 19,000 para-
medics, EMTs, registered 
nurses and other profession-
als who transport more than 
3 million patients every year. 

Since taking ownership of 
Rural/Metro, we have been 
working closely with the 
San Diego Fire Department, 
moving quickly to improve 
service and address some of 
the response time issues that 
occurred under the previous 
provider. 

We immediately brought in 
additional ambulances and 
paramedics, as well as a strike 
team of experts to design a 
city-wide deployment plan 
aimed at reducing response 
times in both the urban core 
and outlying communities. To 
date, these efforts have been 
successful.

For AMR, though, serv-
ing the community means 
more than responding to 
life-threatening emergencies 
– it means preventing them 
as well. We will be working 
across the city to create a 
healthier San Diego through 
community-based programs 
that range from improving 
one’s heart health to help-
ing people avoid household 
accidents, to training San 
Diegans in the life-saving 
skill of CPR. 

Whether it’s responding to 
emergencies or preventing 
them, saving lives is what 
we’re all about — 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.  

  On behalf of the women 
and men of AMR here in San 
Diego, I want to wish you and 
your family a healthy and 
happy Holiday Season and a 
wonderful New Year. 

––Mike Murphy is the 
General Manager of AMR in 
San Diego. ■ 

William Moore

As the New Year begins, 
San Diego has opportunities 
to continue its recent economic 
successes. In the most recent 
quarter, year over year, the 
unemployment rate in San Diego 
plummeted by 1.5 percent, with 
overall economic growth at 3.5 
percent. Even in the face of chal-
lenging headlines like drought, 
notoriously high utility expenses 
and the recent Qualcomm lay-
offs, San Diego keeps going. 
Why? It’s the people.  

The most important driver of 
regional success is not capital or 
the companies or even the infra-
structure or regulations –– it’s 
the talent. Firms and capital go 
where the talented people are. 
Regions that attract talented 
people and keep them through 
the occasional hiccup are histori-
cally the most successful.

Last year, San Diego faced 
a small crisis. Qualcomm, con-
sidered by many the region’s 
flagship tech company, laid off 
a significant number of very tal-
ented people. Those people are 
starting the New Year evaluat-
ing their options. It is imperative 
to San Diego that it keep as many 
of these people as possible here.

Workers affected by the lay-
offs who want to stay in San 
Diego have two basic paths. Most 
of them will get picked up by 
other local companies that would 
be ecstatic to bring on these 
skilled people. But a determined 
minority have been dreaming of 
doing it on their own for years, 
and will decide the time is right.

I have seen many success-
ful companies start this way. 
Those startups make up a more 
important share of the economy 
than any one large company. 

New Year brings new opportunities for 
ex-Qualcomm employees

local. The local community 
colleges and UCSD Extension pro-
vide training opportunities that 
can translate exceptional talent 
from one domain to another. 
The Service Corps of Retired 
Executives provides both classes 
and one-on-one mentoring for 
those new CEOs.  Anybody who 
is looking to embark on a new 
business has a great opportunity 
to do so here.

This is a chance for the rest 
of us to help as well. Wireless 
and tech associations can 
intensify their support for the 
formation of startups through 
expanded incubator pro-
grams, building mentorship 
connections and intensifying 
educational sessions to encour-
age entrepreneurship;

Supporting businesses, 
(lawyers, accountants, etc.) can 
formulate ways to accommo-
date the needs of these unique 
startups;

Tech companies that have 
thrived under the shadow of big 
brother Qualcomm can acquire 
local talent –– both as employees 
and as contractors;

Angels who might have some 
money stashed in limited partner-
ships in out of town VCs can turn 
their attention to the attractive 
opportunities in San Diego.

San Diego is growing. And it 
will keep growing if we keep our 
best people in town. If we can 
make San Diego a fertile place 
for people’s businesses and their 
lives, San Diego’s economy can 
continue to do great things.

––William Moore is a business 
lawyer in San Diego and founder 
of The Moore Firm. He has exten-
sive experience in a variety of cases 
and growing industries such as 
wireless communications and 
clean tech and focuses on serving 
entrepreneurs.■

GUEST EDITORIAL

GUEST EDITORIAL

Mike Murphy
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Poll of the 

To cast your vote, visit missiontimescourier.com.

Month

Last Month’s 
Question:

How did you do with 
your 2015 new year 

resolutions?

This Month’s 
Question:

44% Never made one

Still going strong

Where do you do the 
bulk of your holiday 

shopping?

Online retailers

Local mom-and-
pop shops

Box stores and 
shopping malls

46%

10%

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Cell towers lower property values
[Confusion, concern over proposed cell and light towers Volume 21, 

Issue 11 or bit.ly/1OsyLUL]
I have been asked to give my opinion as to the impact of two 70-foot 

cell towers in the park that fronts Lake Adlon Drive and Lake Badin 
Drive which includes the San Carlos Recreation Center and the sports 
field. I have been in business for 25 years and have sold more homes 
than any other agent in the 92119 code. The neighborhood in question 
is my most productive area.

The T-Mobile cell towers would have a negative impact on real 
estate values in the area. This is especially true for the homes that 
face the towers or overlook them from their backyards. Many homes 
on Beaver Lake, Boulder Lake, Lake Adlon and Lake Badin will be 
affected by this. When I have a listing with a cell tower or high-voltage 
line close by, there are always showing issues. About 50 percent of 
buyers pass on the house. The feedback from agents on why their 
client passed is that the cell tower or power line drove them away. 
When I lose that percentage of buyers, home values decrease. Less 
buyers means longer market times and lower prices. You need 100 
percent of the buyer pool in order to maintain peak value for property.

––Kevin Sheedy, San Diego

Tank farms pose threat to stadium
In September, at the urging of some of my neighbors in Allied 

Gardens, I wrote a letter to our San Diego mayor about concerns 
that we consider serious. At the end of November, it was suggested 
that I write and tell him that he had not extended the courtesy of 
acknowledgement of our interest.

Subsequently, a copy of that letter was faxed to our District 7 
councilmember.

In the letter, I mentioned the projected cost of renovating the 
Charger stadium that is only used about once a month as well as the 
obvious example of mismanagement of the stadium that reflects a 
sad commentary of our representation.

There were other relative items mentioned, but the most serious 
concern that we invited the mayor’s attention to is the proximity of 
the proposed stadium site to the gasoline tank farm. We see this site 
as a death trap with far-reaching ramifications and its continued use 
for any purpose borders on criminality. 

The death trap qualification is substantiated by the following sce-
nario and does so without a stretch of the imagination:

On a Sunday at about 1 p.m., the stadium is filled with about 40,000 
people. There are 19,000 cars in the parking lot. The adjacent roads 
and ramps are gridlocked.

Terrorists with explosives collapse the concrete tank retaining rings, 
and puncture the tanks, resulting in a river of gasoline flowing down 
on to the stadium parking lot, into storm drains, into manholes and 
into the stadium. Cars explode and people trapped in the stadium 
are incinerated.

In our letter to the mayor, which he has not answered, we encour-
aged him to discuss this matter with his advisors with the aim of 
assigning a priority based on the gravity of the information that we 
shared with him.

In our summation in that letter, I mentioned someone’s words of 
wisdom that addressed the sense of accountability and the burden of 
leadership, about the authority to make decisions and the inherent 
responsibility to accept consequences and the use of authority for the 
common good and left the applicability of those words of wisdom to 
his judgment. 

––Edward Henry, Allied Gardens ■

It didn’t go as planned
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Patrick Henry High School News

Elizabeth Gilingham

Student athletes sign with schools
Senior athletes Anya Vandersip, Danielle Romero and Lya Lindahl 

were all recognized and awarded athletic scholarships to their per-
spective colleges during the National Letter of Intent signing day at 
the Hall of Champions. Each student signed a letter of intent to study 
and play in a sport. 

Vandersip signed to go to Georgia Gwinnett College in Atlanta, 
Georgia and will play softball. Romero is on her way to the University 
of North Dakota to also play softball. Lindahl is staying in California 
and will attend UC Berkeley and play sand volleyball. 

We are proud to have these students recognized by their coaches 
and future universities and wish them well next year! 

(l to r) Anya Vandersip, Danielle Romero and Lya Lindahl (Courtesy of Patrick Henry 
High School)

Feeding 
America Club 
helps homeless

In October, the Patrick Henry 
Feeding America Club began 
the “Hunger is Scary” project. 
The club made signs and gath-
ered items to help those without 
a home.  

Due to the generosity of the 
community and Patrick Henry 
families, the club was able to 
make over 100 winter bags 
filled with items such as socks, 
ChapStick, toothbrushes, tooth-
paste tubes, lotions, trail mix, 
peanut butter, and more.  

On Nov. 23, club members dis-
tributed the bags at the Wesley 
United Methodist Church’s 
Co-Op Café. The church pro-
vides meals and showers for 
those in need and the club was 
able to help over 100 people who 
utilize the church’s programs.  

 “Little items make a big dif-
ference in people’s lives,” said 
Hailey Broderick, president 
of the Feeding America Club. 
“The café was so pleased to get 
peanut butter as they have not 
had it in awhile and it is a popu-
lar item.”   

“Many people were so thank-
ful for a new pair of socks to 
help them through this winter 
season,” said Sommer Kluge, 
the club’s vice president.  

The Feeding America Club 
started in September of this 
year and has 15 active mem-
bers. In addition to club officers 
Broderick and Kluge, Ryan 
Savage is the club’s secretary. 

The club meets monthly to plan 
projects as well as contribute 
regular volunteer time to the 
San Diego Food Bank and the 
Wesley Co-Op Café.

The Feeding America Club’s 
next project will be collecting 
just three items: new socks, new 
blankets, and small jars of peanut 
butter and will continue working 

with the Wesley Co-Op Café. 
If you would like to donate 

any of those items, please drop 
them off or send them to: Patrick 
Henry High School (Attn: 
Feeding America Club), 6702 
Wandermere Drive, San Diego, 
CA 92120. 

(l to r) Hailey Broderick, Allen Langdale, “Pastor” Cheryl Reagan and Sommer 
Kluge at the Wesley Co-op Café. (Courtesy of Jennifer Broderick)

See PHHS page 10
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Field hockey champs
For the first time in the history of PHHS, our 

girl’s field hockey team was league and CIF 
Champions for 2015 fall season. After a winning 
season, PHHS was the first place seed for Division 
2 and had two playoffs games hosted at home. 
Each match was a competitive battle ending in 
overtime play. Goalie Madison Lakin was named 
the playoff MVP and continued to shine through-
out the tournament by not allowing a single goal 
for the entire CIF playoff series over a stretch of 
180 regular minutes and 37 overtime minutes for 
three shutout games. Other MVPs include: Irene 
Mai (game one), Stephanie Smith (game two) and 
Amber Bonanno (final game). 

The following players were selected for all-city 
league team by the San Diego Union Tribune: 
Ashley Ayala; Joanna Dean; Madison Lakin; and 
Samantha Robe. Honorable mentions were Becky 
DeLaRosa and Irene Mai.

PHHS field hockey also broke the most goals in 
a season record with 47 and most wins in a season 
with 17.

Much thanks goes to coaches Kenny Hasselbar 
and Dakota Deluca for keeping the girls focused and 
competitive the entire season. Their leadership and 
expertise brought the team together and provided 
for a successful game plan.

––Elizabeth Gillingham is the principal of Patrick 
Henry High School. ■

(back row, l to r) Coach Dakota Deluca; Chelsea Taylor; Lexi Gygax; Joanna Dean (Capt); Christina Stremlau; Madison Lakin 
(Capt)(Goalie); Katie Otsuka; Margaret Poltorak; Stephanie Smith; Coach Ken Hasselbar (front row, l to r) Ashley Ayala (Capt); 
Samantha Robe (Capt); Irene Mai; Quiana Moss; Sydney Nielsen; Aleah Cohen; Amber Bonanno; Becky DeLaRosa; Clara Lane 
(Courtesy of Patrick Henry High School)

Every Wednesday, current and 
prospective guitar enthusiasts 
gather in room 119 to make and 
appreciate guitar music. The club 
is now in its second year of exis-
tence and has an average of seven 
members in attendance each 

week. Participating students’ 
guitar playing skills range from 
beginning to advanced levels and 
musical interests include acous-
tic, electric, and bass guitar. 

This year, President Pedro 
Mendez and Vice President Alex 
Olachea have been instrumental 
in providing instruction and tips 

to new guitar players. The club 
has recently been the benefi-
ciary of a generous Baby Taylor 

Guitar donation from local San 
Diego company, Taylor Guitars. 
The club would like to thank 
Taylor Guitars for their spon-
sorship of a new generation of 
guitar enthusiasts.  If you would 
like more information about the 
PHHS guitar club or want to 
make a donation to support their 
club, please contact Christine 
Grkovich at cgrkovich@sandi.net.

(l to r) Ethan Hughey, Jose Miguel, Pedro Mendez, Justin Narvaez, Alex Olachea 
and Joel Sullivan (Courtesy of Patrick Henry High School)

Guitar Club strums 
along at PHHS

PHHS, from page 9

Patrick Henry High 
School News
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A championship tradition can 
be a challenge to maintain, but 
the Patrick Henry High girls’ 
tennis team did it with determi-
nation, diversity and honor while 
winning the school’s seventh 
league title.

The formula was simple: 
Comprise the team with experi-
enced returning varsity members, 
senior leadership, an internation-
ally ranked wheelchair player 
and talented freshmen.

“We were taught to focus on the 
goal of each practice or the match 
we were playing that day,” said 
Alex Loucks, senior team cap-
tain. “We didn’t look ahead and 
we didn’t look back. We hit one 
ball at a time.”

The Lady Patriots won the 
Eastern League Championship 
with an undefeated 12-0 record 
and they were 16-2 overall in 
the regular season. This marked 
Patrick Henry’s seventh league 
title with a cumulative record 
of 92-4 since 2008. Also, Patrick 
Henry was a finalist in the CIF 
Division II Team Championships 
beating Rancho Buena Vista, 
Calexico, and Point Loma high 
schools en route to being a team 
finalist. They fell to Pacific Ridge 
High School in a tough battle.

Lady Patriot senior leader-
ship provided the foundation for 
that innate sense of unity that 
makes magic happen on a sports 
team. The four co-captains at the 
helm were Loucks with Quynh 
Uong, Ali Nguyen and Lauren 
Haneke-Hopps. 

Haneke-Hopps is a wheelchair 
player competing in an able-bod-
ied sports organization. She was 
a doubles specialist with partner 

Avery Swain. Together the duo 
logged a 15-3 record this season.

The wheelchair rule for 
Haneke-Hopps was that she could 
hit the ball after two bounces 
according to International Tennis 
Federation rulings. She is the 
only wheelchair player in San 
Diego CIF competition, and was 
recently named the Inspirational 
Student of the Month from 
the San Diego Unified School 
District and NBC San Diego She 
is ranked No. 3 nationally for 
Wheelchair Women’s A Singles 
Division and No. 13 in the world 
in that category. 

“When I play with Lauren, I 
don’t see the wheelchair,” said 
Swain, a freshman who made a 
big impact on the team. “I just 
see my partner Lauren. She is 
amazing and she is always so 
positive. She cheers me up no 
matter what. I am in awe of her.”

Patrick Henry’s singles 
strength was led by junior No. 
1 Julia Ronney; sophomore No. 
2 Nikki Wakeland; and seniors 
No. 3 Stasia Khinich and No. 4 
Uong. The doubles teams that 
anchored the squad were twin 
sisters Ali and Paulina Nguyen; 
sisters Alex and junior Jade 
Loucks; junior Mimi Nguyen 
and freshmen Amanda Martin; 
and Haneke-Hopps and Swain. 
Sophomores Erica Tolley and 
Alyssa Arnold, and freshman 
Harper Thomas also contrib-
uted in both singles and doubles.  
“We had never been to the 
CIF finals before and it was a 
great experience,” said Ronney. 
“Getting this far was a total team 
effort. Every player on our team 
made this happen.”

––Karen Ronney is head coach 
of Patrick Henry High School’s 
girls’ tennis team. ■

Diverse Patrick Henry girls’ 
tennis team wins league title

Avery Smith (left) and Lauren Haneke-Hopps (Photo by Karen Ronney)

Lewis Middle School gets a 
STEM lab from Qualcomm
L ewis Middle School in Allied 

Gardens is one of three San 
Diego County schools that 
now has a dedicated space for 
STEM education inspired by the 
Qualcomm Thinkabit Lab.

The replication of the 
Qualcomm Thinkabit Lab at 
Lewis will inspire young gen-
erations from all backgrounds to 
explore and pursue science, tech-
nology, engineering and math 
(STEM) education, as well as its 
commitment to contribute to San 
Diego’s development as a center 
of innovation and educational 
excellence. It also reinforces 
Qualcomm’s commitment to the 
next generations of San Diegans.

“For the past two years San 
Diego Unified and Qualcomm 
have partnered to cultivate 
innovation in both teaching and 
learning through the Thinkabit 
Lab,” said Cindy Marten, super-
intendent of San Diego Unified 
School District. “The Thinkabit 
Lab has made engineering real 
and empowered our children, 
allowing them to wonder, to 
dream, and to see their creativ-
ity come to life.

“We thank Qualcomm for their 
generous gift of a Thinkabit Lab to 
Lewis Middle School and their com-
mitment to all of San Diego’s youth 
and are grateful to have found a 
friend in the industry whose ideals 
align so closely with our own.”

As part of San Diego Unified’s 
College Career Technical 

Education Program, Lewis Middle 
School students can continue into 
advanced engineering classes 
at Patrick Henry High School. 
Graduates of that program go 
on to many prestigious universi-
ties, some receiving scholarships 
as a result of their engineering 
achievements in high school.

Since the first Qualcomm 
Thinkabit Lab opened in March 
2014 at the company’s headquar-
ters in San Diego, more than 
3,000 students from a diverse 
set of 35 San Diego schools have 
been exposed to STEM; 1,500 
“robo-crafts” have been built and 
presented; 1,300 community 
and industry professionals have 
visited; and 230 teachers have 
observed and actively partici-
pated in the lab. By opening these 
three new labs within the middle 
school campuses themselves, 
Qualcomm is helping ensure that 
more students and teachers have 
regular access to dedicated space 
that encourages creativity, col-
laboration and the development 
of critical skills necessary for the 
21st-century classroom.

On Dec. 3, the Qualcomm 
Thinkabit Lab was set up in the 
Lewis Middle School courtyard 
for a demonstration where stu-
dents brought old toys that were 
dismantled and recreated as 
robots. The event was attended 
by a cross-section of community 
members in San Diego, includ-
ing students, teachers, parents 

and school administrators. San 
Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer 
addressed the audience, along 
with Marten and fellow superin-
tendents Francisco Escobedo, of 
the Chula Vista School District, 
and Devin Vodicka, Vista School 
District. Representing Qualcomm 
was Bill Bold, senior vice presi-
dent for government affairs. 
Schools in the Vista and Chula 
Vista districts also received their 
own Thinkabit labs.

“Inspiring and motivating local 
youth to excel in STEM subjects 
is vital to building the nation’s 
brightest workforce right here in 
San Diego,” said Faulconer. “The 
Qualcomm Thinkabit Lab serves 
as a model for the rest of the 
country by exposing more kids to 
STEM career paths, encouraging 
them to study STEM and prepar-
ing them for new opportunities in 
the 21st century.” 

Bold said the company is com-
mitted to giving back to the 
community and to help foster 
the next generation of engineers.  

“Qualcomm believes it is our 
responsibility to increase aware-
ness about STEM career paths and 
inspire and encourage students to 
pursue STEM-related education,” 
he said. “Qualcomm is proud to 
help San Diego middle schools 
fill the STEM gap by replicating 
our Thinkabit Lab and providing 
teachers and students with regular 
access to unique, real-world engi-
neering projects.” ■

Karen Ronney
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NCRWF took center stage for a 
time at the San Diego County 

Republican Women Federated 
Biennial Convention as member 
Kat Culkin joined Congressman 
Darryl Issa (R-49) in present-
ing an Action Track Chair to 
the Independence Fund, which 
works to heal severely wounded 
veterans.  NCRWF is proud of 
their effort under Kat’s leader-
ship to have raised the majority 
of the $20,000 needed. Several 
Navajo Canyon women have 
served on the county board for 
the past two years. Most notably 
Waskah Whelan, whose energy 
and enthusiasm led the group to 
achieve high goals.

Judge Robert Amador installed 
the newly-elected 2016 officers for 
NCRWF.  Installed were: Sally 
Steele as president; Cathie Johns 
as first vice president for pro-

Presentation of Action Track 
Chair, officer elections close year 

Judy
McCarty

New year starts with look at voting security
grams; Kathie Riesgo and Mary 
Lewis as second vice presidents 
for membership; Glenda Boerner 
as third vice president for ways 
and means; Gloria Harpenau as 
treasurer; Marjie Siekerka as 
recording secretary; Pat Boerner 
as corresponding secretary; 
Nancy Amador as parlimentar-
ian; and Waskah Whelan as 
campaign and precinct coordina-
tor. This past year has been very 
full of fun and frolic, but the new 
board has some great ideas. We 
wish them well.

A new year begins with our 
Jan. 13 luncheon meeting at 
The Brigantine. Election expert 
Lori Steele-Contorer, founder 
and CEO of Everyone Counts, 
will speak about security and 
auditability in elections. Steele-
Contorer is the world’s top expert 
in election modernization, having 
led successful election adminis-
tration in countries throughout 
the world and, closer to home, led 
the transition from mail voting 
to secure online voting for the 

Oscar and Emmy awards. She 
will explain the reality vs. myth 
of secure and auditable elections, 
touching on issues from the past 
and the imminent crisis in voting 
technology. Will 2016 be 2000 all 
over again, dividing the country 
over hanging chads? It doesn’t 
have to be. Steele-Contorer will 
discuss the advantages of using 

technology to ensure accurate, 
auditable elections for all eli-
gible voters.  Check-in time for 
the 11 a.m. meeting is 10:30 
a.m. A full-course lunch will be 
served at noon with the speaker 
following at 12:45. To join us, 
RSVP to NCRWF99@gmail.com 
or call Marjie at 619-990-2791. 
Cost is $20 and reservations are 

required. Please join us!
For more information on all 

our activities, visit us at navajo-
canyonrwf.org and also like us on 
Facebook. 

––Judy McCarty is public-
ity chairman for Navajo Canyon 
Republican Women Federated. 
Write to her at jhmccarty@cox.net. ■

(above, l to r) NCRWF officers 
for 2016 are Kathy Riesgo, 

Mary Lewis, Cathie Johns, Sally 
Steele, Marjie Siekerka, Glenda 

Boerner, Judge Robert Amador, 
Nancy Amador and Pat Boerner 

(Courtesy of Judy McCarty); 
(right) Everyone Counts CEO 

Lori Steele-Contorer (Courtesy 
of everyonecounts.com)
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Linda Armacost and
Jeff Benesch

Atkins-Block 
Debate, Cory 
Briggs to highlight 
January meeting

In what is sure to draw region-
wide interest and many 

spectators, the Jan. 6 meeting of 
the La Mesa Foothills Democratic 
Club should be full of fireworks and 
surprises. The contentious 39th 
Senatorial District race between 
incumbent Marty Block, and 
current Assembly Speaker Toni 
Atkins should make club history 
as the 2016 Election Cycle will be 
kicked off in grand style with an 
issues-filled debate between these 
two progressive heroes. 

And to top off the evening, we’ll 
have controversial attorney Cory 
Briggs present his Citizens’ Plan 
for San Diego to the gathering. 
Co-written by Donna Frye, this ini-
tiative will conjoin the San Diego 
River Park concept for the Mission 
Valley stadium area with plans for 
both a potential Chargers stadium 
Downtown and a convention center 
expansion, both without tradi-
tional taxpayer subsidies.

Marty Block
Block was elected in November 

of 2012 to represent California’s 
39th Senate District, including 
the cities of San Diego, Coronado, 
Del Mar, and Solana Beach. He 
chairs the Senate Education 
Budget Subcommittee, the Senate 
Committee on Banking and 
Financial Institutions, the Capitol 
Knesset, and the Legislative 
Jewish Caucus.

Block was elected to the 
California State Assembly in 2008 
where he represented the 78th 
Assembly District until his election 
to the Senate. He served as chair 
of the Assembly Higher Education 
Committee for three years. 

Senator Block previously served 
for eight years as a member of 
the San Diego County Board of 
Education and then served eight 
years as President of the San Diego 
Community College District Board 
of Trustees. During that period, he 
also served as a San Diego Superior 
Court Judge pro Tem, Statewide 
President of the California County 
Boards of Education, President 
of the San Diego Chapter of the 

American Jewish Committee, and 
Founding Chair of the San Diego 
Latino/Jewish Coalition. 

Block’s most recent notable leg-
islative success would be SB 850: 
Community College Baccalaureate 
Degrees. This game-changing 
legislation for higher education 
will allow a number of commu-
nity college districts across the 
state to develop four-year degree 
programs, increasing access for 
quality higher education in areas 
that have a demonstrated work-
force need. 

Toni Atkins
Atkins has served in the 

California State Assembly since 
2010 when she succeeded Marty 
Block in the 78th AD. She was 
elevated to the top leadership 
post in 2014, when her col-
leagues unanimously elected her 
69th Speaker of the California 
Assembly. She previously served 
eight years on the San Diego City 
Council, and became a stabilizing 
force during a tumultuous period 
in 2005, stepping in as acting 
mayor after the resignation of 
Mayor Dick Murphy.

Prior to her election as 
Speaker, she held the position 
of Majority Leader. She chaired 
the Assembly Select Committee 
on Homelessness, and served 
on committees on Agriculture, 
Housing and Community 
Development, Health, Judiciary, 
Veterans Affairs, Select 
Committee on Ports, Select 
Committee on Biotechnology 
as well as the Joint Legislative 
Audit Committee. Atkins 
believes government policies 
can improve people’s lives. She 
is a leading voice for affordable 
housing, an advocate for womens 
issues, and a champion for veter-
ans and homeless people.  

Cory Briggs
Briggs will present the Citizens’ 

Plan for San Diego, an initiative 
that would authorize the city to 
use the Mission Valley Qualcomm 
site for river-park, university-
related, and tourism uses should 
the Chargers decide to leave or go 
Downtown. 

These options would have a lower 

impact on the environment than 
high-density commercial projects: 
research facilities instead of office 
space; student housing instead of 
high-rises; an educational hub con-
necting SDSU to UCSD.

The Citizens’ Plan is presented 
to the voters with an unprec-
edented commitment to full 
disclosure — no tricks, no hidden 
references. It sets the Transient 
Occupancy Tax (TOT) at 15.5 per-
cent for the city’s larger hotels, 
the low end of the average range 
of TOT rates in major competing 
cities. The TOT would be 14 per-
cent for lodging businesses with 
less than 30 rooms.

The plan eliminates a cur-
rent 4 percent “earmark” of TOT 
revenues for promoting the city 
and eliminates the Tourism 
Marketing District (TMD) now 
under legal challenge, and 
replaces both with a more legally 
supportable, and voluntary, self-
assessment program.

Eliminating the earmark will 

lawfully free up approximately $72 
million per year that could then be 
used to fix streets and sidewalks, 
build and maintain parks, librar-
ies, and fire stations, and pay 
for other general governmental 
services.

The La Mesa Foothills 
Democratic Club, serves the com-
munities of San Carlos, Allied 
Gardens, Del Cerro, College 
Area, La Mesa, Santee, Mt. Helix 
and other East of Interstate 15 
neighborhoods and meets the 
first Wednesday of each month 
at the La Mesa Community 
Center, 4975 Memorial Drive, 
just North of University Avenue 
in La Mesa.

Our meetings begin at 6:30 
p.m. with a social half hour with 
snacks, sweets and beverages, 
and then down to business at 7 
p.m. Seating will be on a first-
come, first-served basis for this 
extravaganza.

The January meeting will 
be the second in our series of 

endorsement votes, with the 
active membership choosing their 
preference for whom to support in 
the 39th San Diego race between 
Block and Atkins. February will 
feature debates and endorse-
ments in both the San Diego City 
Attorney race, and the very local 
San Diego 7th District election. 
In March, we’ll hear candidates 
for the key District 1 election, 
and also the presidential contest 
with representatives for Martin 
O’Malley, Bernie Sanders and 
Hillary Clinton all battling for 
our endorsement.

New members must join the club 
30 days prior to each debate to vote 
on endorsements. Existing dues-
paying members must be current 
in order to vote. See our website 
or Facebook page for additional 
details.

––Linda Armacost is president 
and Jeff Benesch is vice president 
of programming for the La Mesa 
Foothills Democratic Club. ■

Marty Block Toni Atkins Cory Briggs
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Happy holidays 
Because ‘tis the season of talking 

snowmen, elves, and flying rein-
deer, questions about Christmas 
magic abound. Ever wonder how 
Santa makes it around the world in 
one night? Then join us in the San 
Carlos Branch Library’s Winer 
Family Community Room on Dec. 
23, from 2–3 p.m., for this special 
STEAM Academy program as we 
learn about antimatter and how 
it just might be the secret behind 
Santa’s sleigh! We will read stories, 
do hands-on science activities, and 
enjoy some festive treats. This pro-
gram is perfect for ages 5 to 8. 

SCFOL is asking Santa for a 
new managing librarian in our 
branch’s stocking; we’ve been very, 
very good this year; and we believe! 

Holiday season at the library got 
off to a good start when about 100 
patrons met “Pete the Cat” at his 
November special event.

Branch holiday hours and 
book sales 

The San Carlos Branch Library 
will be closed from Friday, Dec. 
25, through Friday, Jan. 1. It will 
reopen on Saturday, Jan. 2, when 
all adult and youth activities will 
resume at their regularly sched-
uled times, with two exceptions. 
The monthly members-only Pre-
Book Sale will be held on Friday, 
Jan. 8, and the monthly Used Book 
Sale will be on Saturday, Jan. 9. 

Remember to renew your annual 
SCFOL membership to enjoy the 
more relaxed atmosphere of the 
pre-sales. Membership envelopes 
are available at the sale. Non-Life 
Members must renew annually 
each January. 

All libraries will be closed on 
Monday, Jan. 18 in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 

Books may be returned 24/7 
using the new outdoor book drop 
located at the top of the new 
ramp. Do not place donated used 
books in the book drop. Place 
them by the entrance door that 
is next to the ramp. Remember, 
we can only accept gently used 
books and media.

Adult art and language activities 
During January, in the Winer 

Family Community Room and 
Art Gallery, enjoy the “Mystery 
Quilts” created last summer by 18 
members of SewMates. None of 
the ladies knew what the final pat-
tern would look like except Wanda 

Pasek who gave them instructions 
along the way. Enjoy the displays 
on Wednesdays while joining in 
the Spanish Speaking Café from 
noon–2 p.m., and on Thursdays 
during the English Speaking Café 
from 2–4 p.m. These cafes are for 
non-native speakers of Spanish or 
English who would like to improve 
their speaking skills in these lan-
guages by engaging in everyday 
conversations with native speakers. 

Books 
The Librarian’s Book Club is 

reading “Yellow Birds,” by Kevin 
Powers, for their Jan. 14 meeting 
from 12:30–2 p.m. New members 
are always welcome. 

Pick up a copy of “Sisters of 

Heart & Snow” by local author 
Margaret Dilloway. On Jan. 22 she 
will be discussing her novel, the 
story of estranged sisters reunited 
while researching their Japanese 
mother’s history. Join her at the 
library on Jan. 22 at 2 p.m. 

Speakers 
Wednesday, Jan. 13, from 

12–1:30 p.m., Patricia Burns dis-
cusses living with a chronic illness 
in a lecture titled, “But You Don’t 
Look Sick…” 

On Jan. 15 from 1–2:30 p.m., 
hear Rabbi Michael Mayersohn tell 
about “Jewish Life as a Perpetual 
Minority” as part of the ongoing 
adult-enrichment OASIS series. 

Year end highlights
Robert Cronk, Library Deputy 

Director of Public Services, spoke 
at the annual SCFOL meeting 
and gave us a peak into the excit-
ing future of libraries –– they 
won’t be just for books anymore! 
They will have 3-D printers; have 
a Human Library Project that 
allows you to “check out a person”; 
house biotech lab; interconnect 
community and university librar-
ies; and have special programs 
designed to enlighten every seg-
ment of our society. Many of these 
innovations are already available 
at our Central Library and some 
branch libraries. Yes, we do need a 
new San Carlos Branch Library in 
order to accommodate the future. 

Judy Williams, former SCFOL 
president, reflected back over 2015. 
“I am both amazed and proud of 
the work which the Friends of 
the San Carlos Branch Library 
has accomplished,” she said. “Our 
membership grew to 314 and 
added 10 new Life Members; vol-
unteers gave 8,373 hours of service 
to the library; the branch’s circu-
lation of books and materials was 
close to 40,000; and a New Library 
Building Committee has been 
added to the list of SCFOL stand-
ing committees. As I leave office, I 
want to thank the members of the 
San Carlos Friends Board, the 
membership and the staff of the 
library, for their help and support 
over the past five years.”

Incoming president Joan 
Hayes also remarked on her 
new position and the future of 
SCFOL. “I am excited to be your 
new SCFOL president,” she said. 
“We have a terrific library staff 
and SCFOL Board –– all of 
whom work very hard to provide 
the many programs which are 
available at our branch.” 

Hayes has lived in the San 
Carlos area for 42 years and has 
“seen the growth and popularity 
of our branch increase.” 

“I look forward to it becoming a 
library of the future, and encourage 
you to attend our SCFOL meet-
ings,” she said. Meetings are held 
in the Winer Family Community 
Room & Art Gallery on the third 
Wednesday of every month from 
4–5:30 p.m. Contact her by leaving 
a note, by calling the library at 619-
527-3430 or by email at president@
sancarlosfriendsofthelibrary.org. 

Stay updated on all of the 
latest branch and SCFOL activi-
ties or join and receive regular 
newsletters by visiting sancarlos-
friendsofthelibrary.org.

––Sue Hotz is board member and 
publicity chair for the San Carlos 
Friends of the Library. Write to her 
at publicity@sancarlosfriendsofthe-
library.org. ■

(clockwise from top) 
Author Margaret 

Dilloway; (l to r) retiring 
SCFOL president Judy 

Williams  and incoming 
president Joan Hayes; 
Robert Cronk, deputy 

director of public services 
for San Diego County 
libraries (Courtesy of 

San Carlos Friends of the 
Library)
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Friends of the 
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Dianne
Jacob

Dianne’s Corner

News and notes from County 
Supervisor Dianne Jacob Supervisor Dianne Jacob 

Ratepayer relief: I’ve said it 
for years – consumers deserve 
more energy options. We need to 
end SDG&E’s stranglehold on the 
energy market and offer ratepay-
ers the freedom of choice. 

That’s why I think our region 
should take a serious look at 
what is called “community choice 
aggregation,” which would allow 
communities to band together to 
provide ratepayers with alterna-
tives to SDG&E. 

It’s being done right now in 
other counties and many rate-
payers appear to be benefitting. 

I know SDG&E and Sempra 
executives are hell-bent on 
protecting their monopoly, but 
providing real competition is 
great for ratepayers and our local 
economy. 

Meth means death: Nearly 
a decade ago, I led efforts to 
create the region’s Meth Strike 
Force. We’ve made huge prog-
ress rooting out local meth 
manufacturers, thanks to law 
enforcement, but we must keep 
up the fight as Mexican drug 
cartels work to smuggle the sub-
stance into San Diego. 

We will continue to do all 

we can to stem the tide of this 
terrible drug into our commu-
nities. Community treasures: 
I recently teamed up with 
Supervisor Ron Roberts to 
plant the seed of an idea – and 
we’re hoping it takes root. 

Thanks to a proposal we 
brought to the Board of 
Supervisors, the county is looking 
at creating incentives to encour-
age community gardens and city 
farming. County staff was asked 
to return with a detailed plan in 
a few months. 

Community gardens are good 
for our health and good for our 
neighborhoods! 

For more District 2 news, go 
to diannejacob.com or follow me 
on Facebook and Twitter. If I can 
assist with a county issue, please 
call my office at 619-531-5522 or 
email dianne.jacob@sdcounty.
ca.gov 

Have a great East County day!

––Dianne Jacob is County 
Supervisor for District 2. Write 
to her at Dianne.jacob@sdcounty.
gov. ■
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T he 5-Peak Challenge at 
Mission Trails Regional Park 

(MTRP) has been very successful. 
As of the writing of this article, 
over 375 people have verified to 
staff at the Visitor Center that 

News from the Mission Trails Regional Park Foundation
they have completed the chal-
lenge and are eligible to receive 
their certificates and lapel pins. 
To complete the challenge, hikers 
need to remember to take a selfie 
with your face adjacent to the 
appropriate peak sign. You may 
do the 5-Peak Challenge at your 
own pace; one day for whatever 
time-frame fits your schedule. 

So far, the record time is 2 

hours and 22 minutes by someone 
who runs 100-mile ultra-mara-
thons. Although the youngest 
person is a 1 year old who rode 
on mom’s back, a 5 and 7 year 
old accompanied their mother to 
successfully complete the 5-Peak 
Challenge. We offer a big thank 
you to Ranger Levi Dean for 
coming up with the idea of the 
5-Peak Challenge.  

On Dec. 5, the 10 winners of our 
drawing, randomly selected from 
the first 100 people to complete 
the challenge, met at the Visitor 
Center to receive prizes donated 
by Adventure-16, Lightspeed 
Outdoors, and REI.  It was excit-
ing to hear each one of the winners 
comment about his or her 5-Peak 
Challenge experience. They were 
all very enthusiastic about their 
experiences. All but one person 
frequently hikes in the park. 
The one exception was a young 
lady from Glendale who found 
out about the challenge from our 
webpage and returned to claim 
her prize. If you would like more 
information about the 5-Peak 
Challenge, go to our homepage, 
mtrp.org, and click on the 5-Peak 
Challenge logo. 

Activities in the Visitor Center
The current art exhibition 

“Natural Views” features works 
from students in the Grossmont 
Union High School District. Their 
artwork will be on display in the 
Visitor Center Gallery through 
Dec. 31. The first exhibition in 
the New Year will feature seven 
artists that combine paintings in 
acrylics, oils, water colors, and 
two nature photographers. Their 
exhibition will be on display from 

Jan. 2 to 29.   
Our concert series continues 

and features the Pomerado Brass 
Quintet on Dec. 20, the Danny 
Green Trio (jazz) on Jan. 3, and 
Yale Strom returns on Jan. 17 
for a concert featuring klezmer 
and Roma music. It is first come, 
first served, for the 93 seats in 
the Visitor Center Theater. All 
concerts begin at 3 p.m. and are 
primarily on Sundays. Concerts 
are booked through November of 
2016. The complete schedule is 
available on our website.  

Check out the Visitor Center 
gift shop for that special holiday 
gift. “We have a new supply of 
Kumeyaay wedding pots, lots 
of animal puppets, educational 
books on plants, birds and 
geology, new storybooks for chil-
dren, a great variety of walking 
sticks in various sizes, Native 
American pocket flutes, and 
some novelty items for stocking 
stuffers,” said Patty O’Reilley, 
our gift shop manager. The gift 
shop is open every day from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., closed Christmas 
and New Year’s Day.  

If you are shopping online this 
holiday season through Amazon, 
remember to use Amazon Smile. 
It costs you nothing and in 
return when you select Mission 
Trails Regional Park as your 
designated nonprofit, we will 
receive .05 percent of your pur-
chase price on just about every 
item they sell.   

If you are looking to make a 
tax deductible donation to the 
MTRP Foundation before the 
end of the year, go to our home 
page, mtrp.org, and click on the 
“Donate” button in the top right 
hand corner of the page.  

Looking for a unique venue 
for a meeting or after-hour pri-
vate event? Remember that the 
Visitor Center has day-time 
meeting room accommodations 
for groups up to 65 people, and 
that we can accommodate up 
to 370 people for an after-hour 
event such as business mixers, 
fundraisers, weddings, cel-
ebrations of life, or retirement 
parties. For more information, 
contact Maggie Holloway at 
619-668-3280.   

Everyone associated with the 
MTRP Foundation wishes you 
and your family a happy holiday 
and a happy New Year!  

––Jay Wilson is executive direc-
tor of the Mission Trails Regional 
Park Foundation. Write to him at 
jwilson@mtrp.org. ■

Hikers and volunteers hold their certificates of completion of the 5-Peak Challenge at Mission Trails Park on Nov. 7 (Photo by David Cooksy)

Jay
Wilson

News from the Mission Trails Regional Park Foundation
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New year renewal at 
Mission Trails Regional Park
Audrey F.
Baker

Mission Trails Regional Park

Trail Guide

(left) Padre’s Shooting Stars (Primula clevelandii); (right) Ramona Lilac (Ceanothus tomentosus)
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J anuary in Mission Trails 
Regional Park reflects the 

sense of regeneration we feel at 
the beginning of a new year. Our 
mountains are showing off their 
“purple majesty” under the long 
clustered blooms of Ramona Lilac 
(Ceanothus tomentosus). Its ser-
rated, oval-shaped, dark green 
leaves and reddish wood now hosts 
subtle purple to blue blooms that 
blanket our slopes.

Among other early-year flow-
erings is the enchanting Padre’s 
Shooting Stars (recently reclassi-
fied as Primula clevelandii). This 
delicate signature of nature’s hand 
awakens from a seemingly spent 
state to brilliant flowerings boast-
ing pale to mauve hues, separated 
by a white band that transitions 
into yellow and deep purple 
colorations.

All this magic stems from the 
winter rains, reinvigorating ever-
greens and bringing rapid growth 
to formerly dormant species. Come 
refresh and rejuvenate in the 
wealth of nature.

Our MTRP Trail Guide walks 
are an opportunity to learn more 
about natural Southern California, 
with its unique landscapes, habi-
tats, local history, plant and animal 
life. The walks are free, interesting, 
fact-filled, and geared to all ages 

and interests. Grab sturdy shoes, 
that comfortable hat, water bottle 
and sunscreen and hit the trail!

Morning walks are offered every 
Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday, 
9:30–11 a.m. Start from the Visitor 
and Interpretive Center, 1 Father 
Junipero Serra Trail, San Carlos. 

The walk beginning from the 
Kumeyaay Lake Campground 
Entry Station, 2 Father Junipero 
Serra Trail, San Carlos-Santee 
border, gives a different perspec-
tive of the park and its diverse 
habitats. These walks are offered 
from 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the second 
and fourth Saturdays of the month, 
and take in historic Old Mission 
Dam. We meet by the flag poles.

Wildlife Tracking reveals the 
secret life of animals and brings 
insight into their survival tech-
niques and habits. Tracking Team 
members assist in identifying and 
interpreting tracks, scat and habi-
tats. Join us at 8:30 a.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 2 in front of the Visitor Center, 
for a two-hour tracking adventure.

Discovery Table: Kumeyaay 
Games and Toys exhibits Native 
American amusements that pre-
pared children for life in nature. 
Presented by MTRP Trail Guides, 
our interactive station offers guests 
of all ages the opportunity to make 
their own ‘Staves and Stick’ dice 
game and take on the challenge of 
‘Ring and Pin’ and more. Inside the 

Visitor Center lobby, on Saturday, 
Jan. 9 between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Birding Spring Canyon and 
Grasslands with MTRP Birding 
Guides Jean Raimond and Millie 
Basden brings avian adventure amid 
sweeping grasslands and molded 
Spring Canyon. Both habitats are 
frequented by a variety of hungry 
hawks and we anticipate active 
viewing. Binoculars and bird book 
recommended. Join in Saturday, 
Jan. 16, 8–10 a.m. at East Fortuna 
Staging area lot off Highway 52 and 
Mast Boulevard, Santee.

Star Party Marvels is your 
invitation to explore New Year 
skies with MTRP Resident Star 
Gazer George Varga. The near-first 
quarter waxy moon will anchor us 
as we scan skies high overhead for 
Pleiades (Seven Sisters), Double 

Cluster in Perseus, Andromeda 
Galaxy (M31) and companion 
M32. In the southeastern sky, 
George will target Orion Nebula 
and more. Rain/fog cancels. Join 
us between 5–8 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 16. We gather at the far end of 
the Kumeyaay Campground Day 
Use Parking Lot.

La Mesa Walk ‘n Talk com-
bines ambling scenic shores with 
your MTRP Trail Guide with a 
brief chat on this month’s topic, 
“History of Lake Murray.” Your 
enjoyment of the lake’s engaging 
plant and active animal life will be 
enhanced by the story behind its 
formation. Runs 9–10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 19. Meet at the boat 
docks, Lake Murray, 5540 Kiowa 
Drive, La Mesa.

Family Discovery Walk 
emphasizes actively exploring 
nature as a family experience. Fun 
and engaging, it is a unique oppor-
tunity for parents and children to 
interact in nature’s ever-changing
seasonal surroundings. Our winter 
schedule examines how seasonal 
rains awaken plants from dormant 

stages and bring early wildflowers 
and other delights. We assemble 
inside the Visitor Center, 3-4:30 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24.

Birding Basics will increase 
your enjoyment of nature by 
learning five simple techniques to 
identify birds at a glance. Taught 
by experienced Birder and Trail 
Guide Winona Sollock, you’ll 
also get tips on field guide use. 
Bring your bird book if you’d like. 
See you in Classroom A, inside 
Visitor Center from 1–2:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 30.

Visit .mtrp.org for more infor-
mation and our events calendar, 
or call 619-668-3281. Special 
walks can be arranged for any 
club, group, business or school by 
contacting Ranger Chris Axtmann 
at 619-668-2746 or at caxtmann@
mtrp.org.

Meanwhile, come out and enjoy 
the park!

––Audrey F. Baker is a trail 
guide at Mission Trails regional 
Park. Write to her at aud1baker@
gmail.com. ■
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Services
Professional Flute/Piano Instruction. 
32 years experience. Beginner to 
advanced. Music Education. B.A. Degree. 
Reasonable rates. Teaching in your home 
or mine. Rick, 619-286-8012. (12/15)

Keith Everett Construction & 
Handiman Services. All phases of home 
remodeling & repair. Specialty in all 
types of fencing, decks & patio covers. 
No job too small. Senior discounts. Lic 
#878703 (619) 255-3499 (12/15)

Painting by Irwin Home Improvement  
30 years best local prices with California 
State license 762615.  All paints and 
applications are available. On time 
courteous group.please call John 
619-277-2077 (10/15)

Roofing Lic# 691295-C39. Veteran 
Owned, Allied Gardens based. 
Celebrating 20 years in business. Full 
roof & repairs. Free Est. Veteran and 
Senior discounts. 619-823-7208. (01/16)

BATHTUBS REFINISHED like new 
without removal. Bathtubs-Kitchen 
Sinks-Washbasins. Fiberglass and 
Porcelain. Over 25 years in San Carlos. 
Lic.#560438. 619-464-5141 (08/15)

Linda’s Puppy Love, licensed, insured 
pet sitting service offering daily 
walks, cat care, overnight stays-your 
home, lots of love. 619-857-3674 
www.lindaspuppylove.com or email 
lindasmithlpl@gmail.com (6/15)

Support Group-Grief,Loss and Life 
Adaptations.Every Wednesday-4;30-5:30 
.St Dunstans Church-6556 Park Ridge 
Blvd.92120.#619-564-8222-619-460-6442.

DOG GROOMING Caring For Our 
Community’s Dogs Since 1985. ALL 
ABOUT GROOMING  619-583-3644  Large 
open air pens for comfort & safety. Only 
the owner grooms your pet. 7525 Mission 
Gorge Rd at Princess View Dr. See our 
Photo Gallery at  www.chgala.com/
AllAboutGrooming

Save water, save time, let us help your 
garden shine.Our company offers 
complete and detailed gardening 
services. Local references and insurance. 

Brazilian Gardening Services Free 
estimates. (619) 334-6723.

HOUSE CLEANING Please call Elena.
Busy schedule? Let me help you with 
your home. Professional and friendly! 
Available Saturday and Sundays too! 
619-674-1582 (12/15)

Stronger, Safer Seniors. Personal 
training for all ages from beginner 
to advanced.  Workout in your 
home or outdoors.  Certified 17 
years.  FREE consultation. Email 
strongersaferseniors@yahoo.com 
or call Pam at 619-962-7144.  www.
strongersaferseniors.com (04/16) 

YARD SERVICES Gardening Service: 
Lawns, Hedges,weeding, trimming WE 
DO IT ALL! 25 years’ experience. Allied 
Gardens resident since 1983.  Weekly/
bi-weekly service. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. 619-287-6947 12/15

SOPHIA’S BEAUTY SALON. 35% off 
regular prices. Come see Elen who has 
the best  prices in town. $30 Haircut 
Special includes: haircut, blow dry and 
deep conditioning. $55 Senior Special 
includes: Perm, haircut & set. 6193 
Lake Murray Blvd. Suite E, La Mesa, CA 
619-928-1442

Roofing, licensed, bonded, second 
generation Allied Gardens roofer. Over 
100 homes in Allied Gardens roofed. 
Repairs, all types of roofing. Free 
estimates. Call 619-287-7149 

Start your own E-Commerce business 
from home for under $1000.00. For 
information visit www.gold-as-money.
com or call 619-309-4789 for a recorded 
message.

DrumLessonSanDiego.com Learn the 
art of rhythm & music as a second 
language. Discover how drums relate to 
different styles of world music. Take the 
mystery out of playing the drum set. Call 
Ron 619-784-6931

Paying cash for old military items 
from VW2 and Vietnam War. Uniforms, 
patches, medals, war souvenirs, and 
factory aviation models from General 
Dynamics, Convair. Please call Larry 
Stone - 619-368-2055

Old Military and Aviation items 
wanted by collector, including 
Helmets, Medals, Military Patches, 
Photos, Uniforms, older Convair and 
General Dynamics items- factory desk 
models, concept paintings- call Larry @ 
619-368-2055

Carpet and Upholstery 
CleaningFamily owned and operated 
with 33 years’ experience. I use a truck 
mounted steam cleaning unit. San Diego 
native~ Call Jeff Durbin for specials. 
619-426-5512

For Sale
Depression glass, amber, Madrid 
pattern, service for 6 plus many extras, 
48 pieces, authentic, photos available,  
$350.00, 619-286-5464

House For Rent
3BR/2BA $2200 La Mesa Home! 
Available: December 26  This adorable 
home is in the best location in La Mesa! 
Steps from La Mesa recreation center, 
pool, golf course, playground. Walking 
distance to Downtown La Mesa, cafés, 
restaurants, farmers market, library. 
Excellent La Mesa school district. Central 
Air & Heat, hardwood floors, outdoor 
covered patio, shed, garage, granite 
countertops. New gas stove, refrigerator, 
light fixtures, fans, blinds. 2 Full 
Bathrooms - Laundry hookups. Contact 
Ruth at 619-892-6351 for application 
and walk through. Drive by house,  8541 
Victory Road La Mesa CA 91942 BUT 
PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB OUR TENANTS.

Article Deadline:  January 8   
Classified Deadline:  January 8 

Classifieds - Submit ads to Lisa at lisahamel@sdcnn.com
Mail Payments To: 123 Camino de la Reina, Suite 202 East, San Diego, CA 92108

St. Andrew’s Lutheran   8350 Lake Murray Blvd, La Mesa, CA 91941 
Sun: 8am, 9:30am, 11am; Sat: 5pm   (619) 464-4211  Andy Taylor 
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal   6556 Park Ridge Blvd, San Diego, CA 92120    
Sun: 8am, 10am;  Wed: 10am, Thurs: 7am  (619) 460-6442   Father 
Robert Eaton 
San Carlos United Methodist   6554 Cowles Mountain Blvd, San 
Diego, CA 92119    
Sun: 8:30am, 10am  (619) 464-4331  Martha T. Wingfield 
Community Church of San Diego   7811 Mission Gorge Rd, San 
Diego, CA 9210   Sun: 9:30am. 1st Sun is Communion at 9:30am  
(619) 583-8200   John C. Clements 
Mission Valley Christian Fellowship    6536 Estrella Ave, San Diego, 
CA 92120   Sun: 7:45am, 9:30am, 11:15am  (619) 683-7729   
Leo Giovinetti 
Tabernacle Church & Kingdom House of Prayer   5310 Prosperity 
Ln, San Diego, CA 92115     Sun: 6:30pm;  Wed: 12pm worship at SDSU   
(619) 788-3934   Darren Hall 
Blessed Sacrament Church    4540 El Cerrito Dr, San Diego, CA 92115  
Sun: 8am, 10am, 6pm; Sat: 5pm   (619) 582-5722   Bruce Orsborn 
All Peoples Church   4345 54th St, San Diego, CA 92115  Sun: 9am and 
11am    (619) 286-3251  Robert Herber 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints   6767 51st Street, San 
Diego, CA 92120    (619) 287-3970
Wesley United Methodist    5380 El Cajon Boulevard, San Diego, CA 
92115   Sun: Youth worship 11am; Sat: YAY at 7:30pm    (619) 326-7202   
Dr. Cuong Nguyen 
Mission Church of the Nazarene   4750 Mission Gorge Pl, San Diego, 
CA 92120    Sun: 9am and 10:30am (619) 287-3211   Dr. David Runion 
Salvation Army Kroc Center Church    6611 University Ave, San 
Diego, CA 92115   Sundays at 10:30am (619) 287-5762   Bryan Cook 
Prince of Peace Lutheran    6801 Easton Court, San Diego, CA 92120    
Sundays at 9am    (619) 583-1436  Paul L. Willweber 
Zion Avenue Baptist    4880 Zion Ave, San Diego, CA 92120   
(619) 582-2033 

St. Therese Catholic Church    6016 Camino Rico, San Diego, CA 
92120     Sun: 7am, 9am, 11am; Mon: 6:20am, 7:30am; Sat: 5pm    
(619) 286-4605    Fr. Michael M. Pham
Masjid al-Rribat    7173 Saranac St., San Diego   (619) 589-6200    
Imam Mohamed Gebaly
Temple Emanu-El   6299 Capri Dr., San Diego 92120   Fridays 
6:00 p.m., Saturdays 10:30 a.m.   (619) 286-2555    Rabbi Devorah 
Marcus
Holy Spirit Anglican Church   6116 Arosta St., San Diego 92115   
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.   
(619) 324-9171   Father David Montzingo
Palisades Presbyterian Church   6301 Birchwood St., San Diego 
92120   Sunday 9:30 a.m.   (619) 582-0852   Rev. Daniel Hagmaier
Ascension Lutheran Church    5106 Zion Ave., San  Diego 92120    
Sundays 9:15 a.m.   (619) 582-2636   Interim Pastor Karin Boye
Mission Trails Church  4880 Zion Ave., San Diego 92120  9:00 am 
and 10:30 am   Pastor Kyle Walters
The Grove Church   4562 Alvarado Cyn. Rd., San Diego 92120   
Sundays 9:30 a.m.    Pastor John Hoffman
Tifereth Israel Synagogue  6660 Cowles Mountain Blvd., San 
Diego 92119   (619) 697-1102    Rabbi Leonard Rosenthal
Chabad of East County (Jewish)    jewishec.com (619) 647-7042 
Rabbi Rafi Andrusier
Del Cerro Baptist Church   5512 Pennsylvania Lane, La Mesa, 
91942  Sunday Traditional Service 8:30 a.m. Contemporary 
Service 11:00 a.m.(619) 460-2210 Web Site www.dcbc.org  Pastor 
Dr. Mark S. Milwee
Fletcher Hills Presbyterian Church    455 Church Way, El Cajon 
92020    8:30 a.m.  10:00 a.m.   Rev. Dr. Kevin Womack
Young Israel of San Diego   7289 Navajo Road, San Diego, CA 
92119    619-589-1447     Rabbi Chaim Hollander
Lake Murray Community Church  5777 Lake Murray Blvd., La 
Mesa, CA 91941  9:00 a.m.  10:50 a.m.   Pastor Nathan Hogan

AREA WORSHIP DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIEDS - $20 / per issue (30 Words - 50¢ Each Additional Word)
Editor reserves the right to reject or re-classify any ads. Paid ads may run for any consecutive number of 
issues, provided that proper payment for the ads is received in advance.

NO PHONE CALLS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR RENEWAL OF ADS. THE LAST DATE PRE-PAID ADS 
WILL RUN IS PRINTED AFTER EACH AD.

Mission Church of the Nazarene
4750 Mission Gorge Place
San Diego, CA 92120  
missionnaz.org

Got Hope? Need Hope? Find Hope!
The predominant message of Christmas is hope! It is God in 

love choosing you, me, humanity and offering a hope that is bigger 
than our circumstances, hope that floods our failure and discour-
agement with unconditional love, challenges our best nobility to 
go beyond ourselves, and invites us into a relationship with that 
which is eternal.

You are invited to share in the celebration of that hope Christmas 
Eve at 5 p.m. at Mission Church of the Nazarene, 4750 Mission 
Gorge Place, San Diego, CA 92120. Check us out at missionnaz.org.  

Christmas is all about hope!

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
The Point Loma Patients Consumer Co-Op
3452 Hancock St.
San Diego, CA 92110
619-574-0415 | plpcc.org

 
The Point Loma Patients Consumer Co-Op (PLPCC), is the first 

medical marijuana dispensary legally approved in Council District 
2 under the city’s new ordinance drafted more than a year ago. 
PLPCC was founded to provide a new model of excellence in medi-
cal cannabis.

The PLPCC offers an 
extensive formulary of 
high-quality medications 
with varying levels of THC 
and CBD to meet treat-
ment needs. We offer a 
complimentary medical 
marijuana delivery service (with minimum order) to the greater 
San Diego area, including Point Loma, Pacific Beach, La Jolla, 
Chula Vista, Mission Valley, El Cajon, North Park, Downtown 
San Diego, and more. Call for daily specials!

T-Mobile, from page 1

NCPI meeting. He explained why 
the site was chosen; how the cell 
towers would be installed on 
the lights; where they would be 
located in the park; and that the 
lights were intended to light up 
soccer fields.

Public comments lasted over an 
hour, even after the large group 
in opposition of the cell tower 
project condensed their speakers 
to save time and avoid duplicate 
statements. 

Resident Andy Schwartz called 
the lights a “Trojan horse” for the 
cell towers. 

Like many of the speakers, 
Bob Walker read from the com-
munity plan for the Navajo area 
that discourages projects that are 
“distracting and unattractive.” 
He also brought up the money 
that T-Mobile was giving to the 
city and Parks and Recreation 
–– $19,000 each.

“The city wants to sell us out. 
Parks and Rec wants to sell us 
out. The residents do not want 
them,” he said, bringing out a 
petition that was signed by 329 
residents from his neighborhood.

Many more speakers echoed 
these sentiments, stating that the 
cell towers would be a “blight,” 
the lights were a “ruse,” and that 
the project goes against the com-
munity plan. Barbara Carter 
quoted a passage from the plan 
that said “no structure shall 
exceed 50 feet in height.”

After comments, the board 
voted unanimously (13-0) to not 
recommend the project to the City 

Planning Department.
Cords said because of his 

involvement with Crusader 
Soccer he is in favor of eventually 
getting more lighted fields in the 
area but he was concerned that 
Parks and Rec had told him the 
lights were for security whereas 
T-Mobile says they are for sports.

Mike McSweeney said the 
whole project “doesn’t pass the 
laugh test.”

Dan Smith urged commu-
nity members to continue their 
opposition at City Planning 
Commission meetings when the 
project is taken up and voted on 
there.

Marilyn Reed asked Ploof what 
T-Mobile will do if the project is 
ultimately rejected. Ploof said 
T-Mobile would look for another 
site or spend its money to improve 
coverage elsewhere.

NCPI Chairman Mathew 
Adams said he also supports get-
ting more lights at sports fields 
and parks because “when kids are 
involved in sports, they stay out 
of trouble.” He opposed the proj-
ect, however, on the grounds that 
the city did “a poor job” in com-
municating to residents about the 
project.

Although the NCPI board is 
sending a no recommendation 
forward, the ultimate approval 
will come from the City Planning 
Commission. If it fails there, 
T-Mobile can request a vote for 
approval from the San Diego City 
Council.

––Write to Jeff Clemetson at 
jeff@sdcnn.com ■
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PUZZLES SUDOKU
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number 

can appear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and process elimination to solve the puzzle. 

© 2014 Janric Enterprises Dist. by creators.com

CROSSWORD

ANSWERS ON 
PAGE 23

DESIGN

From the Neck Up

Decorating Help?

I am a qualified 
professional

who can solve problems 
such as:

paint colors
furniture arrangement

accessorizing
My charge is $60/hour.

Call me to see if you like 
what I can offer

Adrienne Interiors 
(619) 865-2834

Business & Services - Contact Lisa Hamel
Email at lisahamel@sdcnn.com or call 619-961-1957

PLUMBINGLAWYER CARPET CLEANING PLUMBING

COMPUTER SERVICES REPAIR & TERMITE WINDOW CLEANINGPHOTO SERVICES DENTAL IMPLANTS

Ronald S.
Lessem, DDS

Dentistry - Implantology,
Cosmetic, Oral Surgery,
Endodontics, Sedation

Dentistry Evening, Sat. &
emergencies, TLC

7557 El Cajon Blvd. Suite A
La Mesa, CA 91942

(619) 255-7480

WINDOW CLEANINGHANDYMAN

ELECTRICIAN

Bell Plumbing & Drain 
Service

Water Heaters, Toilets, 
Sinks, Garbage Disposals, 
Faucets,Pressure Regulators, 
Laundry Sinks, Licensed, 
Bonded, Insured Lic# 411756 
Ask For Discounts – Senior & 
Military (06-12)

Cell # 619-206-6048 
Office# 619-562-4780

Ask For Dave

PLUMBING BLUE LINE POOL
& SPA SERVICE

Signature Photography
Lisa Hamel

760-500-7583

signaturephotography.net
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SUPER SAVERS!

Dispensaries, from page 1

On December 2, the DCAC 
held a special meeting for 

an update on the proposed 26 
homes to be built in the canyon 
area below the Chevron Station 
and east of College Avenue. Tony 
Pauker, the VP of Acquisitions 
for ColRich made the presenta-
tion. There are three basic house 
designs for the 26 homes that 
range between 1,800 and 2,200 
square feet.  The home designs 
will fit well within the community 
and all will have two-car garages. 
Each lot will be a minimum of 
5,000 square feet. Several homes 
will be two stories. The homes 
will be in the $700,000 range. 

One concern for the development 
is the location of the ingress and 
egress. Residents understood the 
development could only ingress/
egress off Marne Avenue. Paulker 
confirmed all documents with the 
city were reviewed by ColRich 
and their attorneys, and that no 
such document exists. The ingress/
egress approved by the city is to 
be south of the Chevron Station off 
College Avenue.  

Paulker said the size of the proj-
ect is below the threshold wherein 
the city requires a traffic study. 
However, ColRich has commis-
sioned a second traffic study and 
it will be made available to the 
public. The initial survey indicated 
the total increase in traffic would be 

Del Cerro Action Council
Jay
Wilson

about 1 percent. Another question 
was the impact on the commu-
nity. If new homeowners have an 
elementary school child attending 
Hearst, they would have to make 
a right onto Del Cerro Boulevard 
and then make a U-turn at Marne 
or Madra, or go up College Avenue 
to Lambda or Rockhurst for a U- or 
left turn. The challenge would be 
returning home. This will require a 
southbound trek on College Avenue 
up to at least Lindo Paseo (one block 
north of Montezuma Avenue) before 
making a U-turn. 

Paulker requested the project 
be heard as an action item by 
Navajo Community Planners 
(NCPI) at their meeting on Jan. 
13, at 6:30 p.m. at the Tifereth 
Israel Synagogue located at 6660 
Cowles Mountain Blvd. More 
information is on the delcerroac-
tioncoucil.org website.

  At the December NCPI meet-
ing, our police community relations 
officer, Adam McElroy, again cau-
tioned everyone to be diligent about 
locking cars and keeping valuables 

out of sight. In the past month, two 
small areas in San Carlos and Allied 
Gardens have been targeted with 
car prowls. In most cases it appears 
there was no forced entry and the 
cars may have been unlocked.  

The community project to 
upgrade the median on Del Cerro 
Boulevard between Theta Drive and 
College Avenue is moving forward. 
Del Cerro resident, and landscape 
architect, Doug Livingston, who 
is donating his time, submitted a 
plant pallet to the city for approval. 
All plants must be native to San 
Diego and drought resistant. The 
$5,000 contributed by SDG&E will 
most likely be processed through 
the Grantville-Allied Gardens 
Kiwanis Club Foundation. This 
will provide an expanded labor 
force as they sponsor the very 
active Circle K Club at SDSU, the 
Key Club at Patrick Henry, the 
Builder’s Club at Lewis Middle 
School, and the K-Kids program at 
Hearst Elementary. We are target-
ing last two weekends in January. 
If you would like to help with our 
landscaping project, please email 
delcerro2015@cox.net.

The DCAC Officers wish every-
one a safe and happy holiday and a 
happy New Year!

––Jay Wilson is secretary of the 
Del Cerro Action Council. Write to 
him at jwilson@mtrp.org. ■
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around the Municipal Code 
provisions regarding distance sepa-
ration and wondered if there was a 
possibility of approving a waiver of 
the distance requirements on indi-
vidual cases. That idea was shot 
down by the city attorney’s office, 
as was the idea of a variance.

Both Grantville applicants were 
listening closely, knowing this all 
applied to them as well, due to their 
being located less than a 1,000 feet 
from the dedicated (and inaccessi-
ble) San Diego River park property.

Commissioner Theresa Quiroz, 
admittedly the strongest backer 
of parks and open space on the 
commission, nevertheless said 
she thought the municipal code 
needed to be changed.

The only possible solution was to 
offer the Mission Valley applicants 
an indefinite continuance, so they 
would not lose their place in the 
applicant’s line and have to start the 
complicated process all over again.

Mission Valley quickly accepted 
that offer, and the two Grantville 
applicants immediately asked for 
the same thing, and got it.

Attorney Gina Austin, rep-
resenting the Living Green 
applicants from Grantville, said 
there’s little doubt in her mind 
that the courts may have to be 
the ultimate destination.

“This whole thing is just a mess. 
There has to be some changes. 
We need to clarify the difference 
between dedicated parkland, 
and designated parkland. The 
dedicated parkland may never be 
built. It’s not fair at all.”

Austin said the open space pro-
visions in the current code have to 
be revised or done away with by 
the City Council, or more of this 
will be happening.

That echoes the thoughts of 
Heidi Whitman of the Alliance 
for Responsible Medicinal Access 
(ARMA).

“Many of the applicants who’ve 
been denied because of the dis-

tance issues are planning to get 
together to fight this in court. 
These are people who’ve spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
trying to get a legal business up 
and running. It’s not clear yet 
whether there will be a joint suit 
against the city, or individual law-
suits. We bring those collectives 
together to map out the best strat-
egy for challenging this issue.”

So, what’s ahead?
We’re told the City Council will 

be reviewing and assessing the 
medical marijuana ordinance, 
along with many others, sometime 
fairly early next year. What if any-
thing the council does will have an 
impact, positive or negative, fairly 
quickly after that.

It’s fair to note that the City 
Council voted this program into 
existence two years ago on a 7-1 
vote. It calls for a maximum of 36 
dispensaries in the city –– four in 
each council district. It’s also fair 
to note that some council members 
may have supported the process 
knowing they would probably not 
have locations that could qualify. 
The ordinance sets a maximum of 
36 shops citywide. Nowhere does 
it say there has to be 36 of them.

It’s worth noting that only San 
Diego is allowing shops in the city. 
La Mesa’s council has banned both 
the selling of pot in the city and 
the delivery of cannabis grown or 
bought elsewhere. Solana Beach 
just did the same thing. Santee 
did it last year.

But that begs the next ques-
tion: How are the cities that opted 
out of having pot shops going to 
enforce their decisions? What will 
happen the first time a La Mesa 
officer cites or arrests someone 
for delivering pot obtained legally 
from a San Diego shop?

The new laws in the state allow 
people to grow and sell pot, but left 
the local governance of distribution 
in the hands of local governments, 
at least for now. Those laws are not 
yet in effect, and state regulations 
for how to do all this won’t actually 
be ready until 2017.

There’s still another poten-
tial joker in this deck. Right 
now the issue is medical mari-
juana outlets. There is virtual 
certainty right now that there 
will be a measure on the 2016 
ballot approving the cultivation 
and sale for marijuana for recre-
ational purposes. That will open 
a whole new avenue of state con-
trol, likely with an eye to taxes 
accruing to the state coffers.

Marijuana merchants are very 
well aware of this possibility, and 
are trying to get in position right 
now to take advantage of that.

For now, that leaves the situation 
in a wild west sort of state. There are 
groups all over the area, growing and 
packaging pot for sale and deliver-
ing illegally, because no one is dead 
sure what to do about it in the cur-
rent confusing atmosphere. What is 
certain is that there’s money to be 
made out there, and they’re lining 
up to make that money, legally or 
otherwise, right now.

If you think that’s not happen-
ing, just check the last 19 pages of 
the latest edition of the San Diego 
Reader weekly.

Those 19 pages are totally 
devoted to marijuana 
advertisements.

––Doug Curlee is Editor at 
Large. Write to him at doug@
sdcnn.com. ■



San Carlos Area Council news

News from the 
San Carlos/
Lake Murray 
Recreation 
Council

John F. Pilch

John F. Pilch
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The next meeting of the San 
Carlos Area Council (SCAC) 

is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 
6, 2016 at 6 p.m. in the Winer 
Family Community Room at the 
San Carlos Branch Library, 7265 
Jackson Drive. We have a special 
guest speaker, whose identity 
will be revealed at the meeting at 
the speaker’s request. Hint: the 
speaker is quite familiar with one 
of the three jewels in San Carlos. 
Please plan to attend. We think 
you’ll agree it will be educational 
and time well spent. We will also 
have reports from the SDPD and 
SD Fire-Rescue and representa-
tives of elected officials. Until 
then, the officers and directors 
of the SCAC hope you and your 
family have a merry Christmas 
and a happy and prosperous New 
Year in 2016.

We are pleased to report that 
our library has a new manager. 
His name is David Ege and 
he comes to us from the Serra 
Mesa branch, where he was the 
branch manager. Ege is sched-
uled to start on Jan. 4, 2016, so 
we hope to introduce him at our 
next meeting. Meanwhile, Rita 
Glick and her husband Bill have 
purchased a home near Overland 
Park, Kansas and she is await-
ing the results of her interview 
to become a library manager in 
that system.

With respect to the water rate 
increases approved by the City 

Council, we learned that only bal-
lots in opposition were counted. 
If you didn’t send in your ballot, 
your vote was made in favor of 
the increases. Is this fair? You 
decide and then let the City 
Council know how you feel.

The Navajo Community 
Planners, Inc. (NCPI) Board 
met on Dec. 9 and unanimously 
(13-0) opposed the 70-foot telecom 
towers proposed by T-Mobile on 
the field area adjacent to the San 
Carlos Recreation Center. The 
other telecom site on the NCPI 
agenda was not heard at the 
request of the applicant, Verizon 
Wireless, due to some techni-
cal problems. Verizon proposes 
yet another “architectural ele-
ment” on the roof of the Masonic 
Lodge building. This would be 
the fourth site on that property, 
which has turned into an antenna 
farm for the carriers. Nearby 
residents are opposed to this site 
and plan to voice their opinion at 
the Jan. 13, 2016 meeting. More 
information and NCPI agendas 
are available at navajoplanners.
org. NCPI meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. at Tifereth Israel Synagogue 
on Tommy Drive and Cowles 
Mountain Boulevard. 

Currently, there is nothing 
new to report, as we continue to 
work the District 7 office to deter-
mine what can be done to make 
the intersection of Navajo Road 
and Golfcrest safer for pedes-
trians. This follows a fatality in 
August, when a driver, who ran 
a red light and was under the 

influence of alcohol, struck and 
killed a female pedestrian there. 
A traffic study is being conducted 
and more info will be reported, 
as it’s made know to us. In the 
interim, please be extra careful in 
this area. We’ll await the results 
of the traffic study before making 
any specific recommendations. 

We are pleased to report that 
the San Carlos Community 
Garden continues to flourish. If 
you’re interested in raising your 
own plot of fruits and vegetables 
in this garden, please visit san-
carloscommunitygarden.com for 
details. The community garden 
is located at the corner of Lake 
Adlon and Boulder Lake Avenue, 
adjacent to Springall Academy, 
6440 Boulder Lake Drive. 

We have resumed the collection 
of dues, to become more actively 
involved in community events 
and activities. Dues are $7 per 
household and $15 for a busi-
ness. We’d like prior members 
to return and are soliciting new 
members in this article. Please 
send your check to SCAC, P.O. 
Box 19246, San Diego, CA 92159-
0246. Many thanks to those who 
have already sent in their checks. 

Finally, if you have an issue 
you wish us to consider or just 
have a question about the com-
munity, please contact me at 
619-462-1408 or by e-mail at 
jfpilch@hotmail.com. 

––John F. Pilch is president 
of the san Carlos Area Council. 
Write to him at jfpilch@hotmail.
com. ■

F or the holiday break, the San 
Carlos Recreation Center 

(SCRC) is offering Camp Coyote, 
a day camp for children during 
two time frames. The first is Dec. 
21 to 24, and the second is Dec. 28 
to 31. Extended care hours from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. are available for 
$125 per four-day session, but not 
on Dec. 24 or 31. Core Care hours 
are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for $100 for 
each four-day session. To regis-
ter your child and pay online, 
please visit SDRecConnect.com. 
Activities include arts, sports, 
cooking, games and possible field 
trips. Please register quickly, as 
five campers are needed to have 
the activity occur. The counsel-
ors are SCRC leaders, who are 
CPR and First Aid certified. Have 
questions? Contact the SCRC at 
619-527-3443.

The Pee Wee Sports program 
that was offered earlier was such 
a success that it’s being offered 
again. The next session runs 
from Jan. 5 to Feb. 9 for children 
3-8 years old. The cost is $40 for 
sessions every Tuesday from 

4-5 p.m. Activities include bas-
ketball, soccer, t-ball and more, 
with a different activity each 
week. The sessions will be run by 
SCRC staff. Register your child 
online at SDRecConnect.com. 

The Spring Volleyball League, 
for children 8-16 years old, is 
scheduled to begin registration 
on Feb. 20. The cost per child is 
$60 and includes a jersey, award, 
photo, a banquet and fees for 
officials.

SCRC also offers classes in 
tumbling, beginning gymnas-
tics, ballet, introduction to dance, 
art enrichment (painting) and 
ceramics. Please contact the 
center staff at 619-527-3443 with 
your questions about registering 
for any of the classes, for which 

a fee is charged.
We hope you enjoy visiting the 

San Carlos Park and Recreation 
Center and the other parks in 
our community and take advan-
tage of the available programs. If 
you have questions or need more 
information, please contact the 
Rec Center at 619-527-3443. 
Kristy Wells and her staff will be 
happy to assist. The San Carlos/
Lake Murray Recreation Council 
meets on the third Wednesday 
of odd-numbered months at 6:30 
p.m. at the San Carlos Recreation 
Center.

––John Pilch is Chairperson 
for the San Carlos/Lake Murray 
Recreation Council. Write to him 
at jfpilch@hotmail.com. ■



Header Myriad

Jazz
Fridays: “Jazz at the Cosmo” at The Cosmopolitan 
Restaurant and Hotel. Free. 6:30 p.m. 2660 Calhoun St., Old 
Town. OldTownCosmopolitan.com.
Charlie Arbelaez Trio at The Rook. Free. 9 p.m. 7745 
University Ave., La Mesa. TheRookBar.com.
Jazz Happy Hour at the Handlery Hotel’s 950 Lounge. Free. 
5:30 p.m. 950 Hotel Circle North, Mission Valley.
Saturdays: Jazz with George and Alan at Bistro 
Sixty. Free. 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 5987 El Cajon Blvd., College 
Area. BistroSixtySD.com.
Douglas Kvandal with the LiveJazz! Quartet at the 
Amigo Spot at Kings Inn. Free. 7 p.m. 1333 Hotel Circle South, 
Mission Valley. KingsInnSanDiego.com.

Pop
Tuesdays: Suzanne Shea and Bob Wade at Bistro 
Sixty. Free. 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 5987 El Cajon Blvd., College 
Area. BistroSixtySD.com.
Fridays: Nathan Welden at Bistro Sixty. Free. 6:30 p.m. 
5987 El Cajon Blvd., College Area. BistroSixtySD.com.

Classical
Dec. 18 – 20: Holiday Pops featuring Circue Musica at 
Copley Symphony Hall. $20+. 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday; 
2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday; 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. 750 B 
St., Downtown. Visit SanDiegoSymphony.org.
Jan. 1: “Salute to Vienna New Year’s Concert” at Copley 
Symphony Hall. $25+. 2:30 p.m. 750 B St., Downtown. 
Visit SanDiegoSymphony.org.
Jan. 8 & 10: “All About the Piano: Rhapsody in Blue” 
at Copley Symphony Hall. $20+. 8 p.m. on Friday; 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. 750 B St., Downtown. Visit SanDiegoSymphony.org.

Alternative/Rock
Dec. 19: Grizzly Business; The Verigolds; Spero; Oh, 
Spirit; The End Return; and Jagged Lines at House of 
Blues. $5. 8 p.m. 1055 Fifth Ave., Downtown. 
HouseOfBlues.com/SanDiego.
Dec. 26: Silvermine at Pal Joey’s. Free. 9 p.m. 5147 Waring 
Road, Allied Gardens. PalJoeysOnline.com. 
Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve with The Reflectors at Tio Leo’s 
Lounge. Price TBD. 8 p.m. 5302 Napa St., Linda Vista. 
TioLeos.com.

Other
Dec. 19: Homesick Hitchers at Bolt Brewery. Free. 7 p.m. 
8179 Center St., La Mesa. BoltBrewery.com.
Dec. 20: Alice Cooper and Motley Crue at Viejas 
Arena. $25+. 7:30 p.m. 5500 Canyon Crest Drive, College 
Area. ViejasArena.com.
Dec. 26: Jeff Ousley at Navajo Live Bar. Free. 8 p.m. 8515 
Navajo Road, San Carlos. NavajoLive.com.

FEATURED EVENTS

—Compiled by Jen Van Tieghem. Bands, venues 
and music-lovers, please submit listings for this 
calendar by emailing Jen@sdcnn.com.■

Sore Eye Sudsmas
Saturday, Dec. 19

Sore Eye Sports is hosting 
this holiday food drive and party 
at Societe Brewing Company 
(8262 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.) 
from 5 – 9 p.m. For each non-
perishable food item donated, 
attendees will receive one entry 
into a huge drawing for great 
prizes. Food donations will ben-
efit the San Diego Food Bank. 
Items requested include: canned 
chicken and tuna, dry and canned 
beans, cereal, rice, canned veg-
etables, infant formula and more. 
Prizes to be given away include: 
$100 gift card to Carnitas Snack 
Shack, $50 to Urban Solace, VIP 
passes to San Diego Bacon Fest, a 
10-person private tasting at Vom 
Fass in Hillcrest and many more 
fun items. Visit on.fb.me/1O0uibp 
for more details. 

Winter science camps
Monday, Dec. 21 – Thursday, 
Dec. 31 

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center 
(1875 El Prado, Balboa Park) will 
host full-day science camps for 
grades one through three with 
themes of interactive play and 
innovation based on the muse-
um’s latest exhibition Imaginate; 
and for grades four through 
six, there will be the Minecraft 
Computer Programming Camp. 
Each camp offers fun, educa-
tional and hands-on activities.  
The camps are every weekday 
through Dec. 31 except Christmas 
Eve and Day from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Attendees can sign up for single 
or multiple days. For more infor-
mation and enrollment visit 
rhfleet.org/events/winter-camps.

Christmas Eve services
Thursday, Dec. 24

Ascension Lutheran Church 
(5106 Zion Ave., Allied Gardens) 
will host a “not so late” family 
service at 5:30 p.m. with chil-
dren presenting a play called 
“Christmas Reunion.” This ser-
vice will include candlelight 
caroling and Holy Communion. 

The “Festive Service” at 7:30 p.m. 
will include Celtic harp music 
and soloist Anthony Whittson-
Martini singing a Christmas 
spiritual and the traditional “The 
Birthday of a King.” This service 
will be set to music by organist 
Robert Plimpton. The church 
choir will lead candlelight carol-
ing and Holy Communion will 
be served. For more information 
visit ascension-church.com.

New Year’s luncheon
Thursday, Dec. 31

College Avenue Center (6299 
Capri Drive, Del Cerro) will 
host a NYE celebration starting 
at noon. Lunch will be served 
along with entertainment by 
Bob Constantine and his band. 
Visit Jfssd.org/cac for more 
information. Note the CAC will 
be closed Friday, Jan. 1, 2016 in 
observance of the New Year’s Day 
holiday. 

‘The Rewrite’
Monday, Jan. 4

This movie viewing, starting at 
1 p.m. at College Avenue Center 
(6299 Capri Drive, Del Cerro), will 
feature “The Rewrite” with Hugh 
Grant as a washed-up screen-
writer who reluctantly takes a 
college teaching job and meets a 
single mom (Maria Tomei) who 
changes his life. Visit Jfssd.org/
cac for more information. 

‘Lions, Coyotes and 
Bobcats, Oh My!’
Thursday, Jan. 7

Mission Trails Regional Park 
trail guide and educator Linda 
Hawley will visit College Avenue 
Center (6299 Capri Drive, Del 
Cerro) with this special presen-
tation starting at 12:45 p.m. 
Hawley will introduce attendees 
to San Diego’s native animals 
by bringing real pets and repli-
cated skulls, tracks and scats. 
Visit Jfssd.org/cac for more 
information.

Rose pruning and fruit tree 
pruning classes 
Saturday, Jan. 9

For these free gardening 
classes, Armstrong Garden 
Centers will give tips for prun-
ing roses (9 a.m.) and pruning 
fruit trees (11 a.m.) and teach 
why pruning keeps plants 
healthy and blooming. There 
will be demonstrations of simple 
principles of pruning. The 
Mission Valley/Grantville store 

is located at 10320 Friars Road; 
there are several other San 
Diego Armstrong locations. 
Visit ArmstrongGarden.com for 
more information.

CASA volunteer 
information sessions
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 
Wednesday, Jan. 20 and 
Saturday, Jan. 23, 2016: 

These sessions provide 
information on becoming a vol-
unteer Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) for Voices for 
Children. CASAs advocate for 
a child’s best interests in court 
and in other aspects of their 
lives, such as education, health, 
and living arrangements. 
CASAs gather information from 
files and reports and communi-
cate with social workers, family 
members, school officials, and 
other professionals to identify 
and address a child’s needs. 
They also visit the child (or a 
set of siblings) at least once a 
month to provide a reliable 
adult presence that is both sup-
portive and consistent. Must be 
21+. No experience is necessary. 
Training and support provided! 
To learn more or RSVP to an 
information session, call 858-
598-2230, email volunteer@
speakupnow.org or visit www.
speakupnow.org. The location of 
the sessions will be given upon 
registration. Volunteer opportu-
nities are available throughout 
the county. 

Patrick Henry High School 
parent/student articulation 
meeting
Thursday, Jan. 14 

A meeting for eighth grade 
students who will be attend-
ing Patrick Henry High 
School (PHHS) in the fall and 
their parents. PHHS coun-
selors will present important 
information regarding the 
articulation process into high 
school. Enrollment packets for 
students of out of the district 
will be available at this meet-
ing. Note: Lewis and Pershing 
students do not need to reenroll. 
This meeting will be at 6 p.m. 
in the Cafetorium at PHHS 
(6702 Wandermere Drive, San 
Carlos). A visit to the campus 
for eighth graders is scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 15, 2016. 
Call the counseling office at 
619-286-7700 ext. 2222 with 
any questions. ■

Alt-rockers Grizzly Business perform Saturday, Dec. 19 at House of Blues San 
Diego (Photo by Melissa Murray/Small House Media)
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(619) 286-0009

• Remodel & Replaster 
• New Pool & Spa Construction
• Commercial & Residential
• Decking
• Tile

• Custom Pool Finishes
• Pebble, Hydrazzo, Color Quartz,
    Quartz Scape, Plaster Finish
• Pool & Spa Renovation/Remodeling
• Coping 

T he Campus and Parking 
Services (CAPS) folks at 

the Grossmont-Cuyamaca 
Community College District 
may not be known for spreading 
holiday cheer, given that, among 
other things, they’re the parking 
enforcers at the two East County 
campuses.

Besides handing out tickets, 
Campus and Parking Services 
is also in charge of the lost and 
found. Items collected through 
lost and found that go unclaimed 
for 90 days are donated to worthy 
causes, instead of being tossed 
into the recycling bin. So far 
from being Christmas grinches 
or parsimonious Scrooges, the 
department is involved in chari-
table efforts benefitting students 
of modest means; medical clinics 
in developing nations; and mili-
tary veterans who have returned 
home wounded from the Middle 
East conflicts. 

Of the more than 1,500 items 
processed annually, unclaimed 
school supplies such as flash 
drives, textbooks, notebooks 
and backpacks are donated to 
Grossmont and Cuyamaca col-
leges’ student services programs 
for low-income students and 
those with disabilities.

Misplaced spectacles – sun 
glasses, prescription glasses and 
reading glasses – are refurbished 
and have gone to clinics in Sri 
Lanka, El Salvador, Argentina, 
Venezuela, the Philippines, 
Mexico and Katmandu in Nepal, 
thanks to the efforts of Alba Orr, 
a now-retired Grossmont College 
and a longtime member of the 
Lions Club. This year, CAPS pro-
vided about 165 pairs of glasses 
to Orr, whose tireless volunteer 
work on behalf of the service club 
and its international mission to 
improve the vision of the world’s 
neediest populations is widely 
known throughout the district.

Some of the sunglasses are dis-
tributed to farm workers in the 

College parking cops give back through lost and found

Imperial Valley, said Orr, who 
estimates she’s collected some 
10,000 pairs of glasses through 
the college district and other local 
sites since 1990. 

“The smiles on people’s faces – 
some who haven’t been able to see 
clearly for years because they’re 
unable to get glasses – is what 
makes it all worthwhile,” said 
Orr, whose late husband inspired 
her to first join the Lions in the 
1970s. 

“When people come up and say 

‘thank you so much, God bless 
you for what you’re doing’ – it 
just makes me feel good that I 
am giving something for the less 
fortunate,” Orr said.

All cell phones, iPads and 
other electronic devices that 
go unclaimed are given to the 
Wounded Warriors Project, a 
veterans’ service organization 
that offers programs, services 
and events for wounded veterans 
of military actions following the 
events of Sept. 11, 2001.

CAPS, formed in 2013 when 
the college district separated 
law enforcement functions 
from parking enforcement, 
expanded its charitable efforts 
this year in partnership with 
the San Diego Sheriff’s Office. 
The department recently 
donated a dozen bicycles to the 
children of students enrolled 
through state-funded assis-
tance programs at Grossmont 
and Cuyamaca colleges.

CAPS Director Nicole 

Conklin said she and Sheriff’s 
Sgt. Richard Goggin received 
the bikes through a Sheriff’s 
Department program in which 
used bikes are refurbished by 
trustees in the George Bailey 
Detention Facility and given to 
community groups and institu-
tions through an application 
process. Goggin serves as the ser-
geant in charge of the Sheriff’s 
Department unit assigned to the 
colleges and brought the bike 
program to the campuses. 

“We first participated at the 
start of the semester with the 
giveaway of adult bikes during 
orientation week at the col-
leges and everyone loved it, 
so we applied for more bikes, 
this time for both adults and 
smaller children for the holi-
days,” said Conklin, whose 
CAPS department, in addi-
tion to parking enforcement, 
provides services including 
safety escorts, battery jumps 
and vehicle and room unlocks. 
“It’s our way of giving back to 
the college district and show-
ing people that we are an 
approachable team, here to 
help students and staff.”

For more information about 
Grossmont and Cuyamaca col-
leges, including registering for 
spring semester classes, go to 
www.gcccd.edu

––Della Elliott is a com-
minications officer for the 
G r o s s m o n t - C u y a m a c a 
Community College District. ■

Terria Bridgeford, Campus and Parking Services specialist, takes inventory of the latest batch of unclaimed lost-and-found 
items to be donated to various charities. (Courtesy of Grossmont-Cuyamaca College District)

Della Elliott
Grossmont-Cuyamaca 
Community College District
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