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The San Diego City Council voted last month to
initiate amendments to the current review process
for large hotel projects downtown. If  enacted, hotel
projects of  100 rooms or more in the Centre City,
Marina and Gaslamp Quarter districts will be sub-
ject to an additional layer of  review — and the City
Council will have the final say on whether hotel
projects are developed. 

Currently, the Centre City Development Corpora-
tion (CCDC), a nonprofit redevelopment agency cre-
ated by the city, reviews and approves hotel pro-
jects downtown. Under the present setup, the City
Council is only responsible for projects that fall
under certain guidelines. A change to the current
review process would ultimately transfer the power
of  approval from the CCDC to the City Council.

Council President Ben Hueso and Councilwom-
an Donna Frye initiated the proposal in June 2009
to make the City Council more responsive and
accountable to the public — particularly to low-
wage service industry workers.  

By transferring the review process from the
CCDC to the City Council, project labor agreements
may mandate that hotel workers be union mem-
bers, increasing their wages and benefits.

“It has been shown that hotels in downtown pro-
vide average incomes below the $35,000 level, at
which persons are unable to find housing which is
affordable to them,” said Theresa Quiroz, co-chair
of  San Diego Affordable Housing, in a letter to the
City Council.

Cynthia Lopez, a hotel worker in downtown San
Diego, said, “for too long we have been left out of
important decisions made by the CCDC that impact
our lives.  Today, we are proud to stand up to devel-
opers and corporations who want to keep things
the same.”

A joint coalition, including CCDC, Downtown
San Diego Partnership, San Diego Regional Cham-
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New crop of  ‘trees’ go up near harbor
Among the sculptures being installed for Urban Trees 7 are (from left) “The Spectrum of Time” by Garrett Goodwin, “Pooper Schooner” by Neal and Tiffany Bociek,
“Red Palm” by Jeff Zischke and “Ask the Fish” by Stephen Fairfield. COURTESY PHOTOS

For the seventh year in a row, the Public
Art Department at the Port of  san Diego
is installing 30 new tree-like sculptures

along Harbor Drive as the Urban Trees 7 pro-
ject gets underway. 

The project started as a way to give local
artists an opportunity to display their work on
public property while adding to the ambiance
of  the waterfront. 

“The first year we did it, it was so popular,”
said Port senior public relations specialist Mar-
guerite Elicone. “It got worldwide attention. It
was written about in a publications in Paris.”

Since that inaugural installation, the Urban
Trees program has been going strong. 

Every year, the 30 sculptures are taken down
to make way for a fresh batch of  forestry.
Although some of  the pieces are tree-like in

their designs, others encompass very different
forms. One sculpture that received a lot of
attention last year was the “Popcorn Chicken”
tree, which looked like a huge movie-theater
style box of  popcorn filled with rubber
chickens. Each tree has its own theme,
based on the artist’s interpretation, which
can vary from abstract to borderline out-
rageous. The Urban Trees project has
become something local artists and enthusi-
asts anticipate eagerly. 

To make it all happen, the Public Art Com-
mittee first sends out a call to artists who can
then send in a small model of  their proposed
design for approval. Although many artists are
local, they can come from all over. If  accepted,
artists receive $2,500 for supplies and then it’s
up to them to complete the project. The com-
mittee also supplies a 12-foot pole for support,
but it’s up to each artist to decide how big the

tree will be — as long as it’s deemed safe. 
“We consider this a pretty good deal eco-

nomically,” Elicone said. “It’s a small price to
pay for all of  the positivity it brings down to the
waterfront and all the activity and enjoyment
they provide.”  

The new tree sculptures are being installed
now through Oct.14 with a dedication cere-
mony set for Oct. 28 in front of  the B Street
cruise ship terminal.

So, what happens to the massive structures
once their year is up and they’re removed? At
that point they go back to the artists and they
can do whatever they want with the sculptures.
If  people are interested, they can purchase the
trees which range from $9,000 to $40,000. In
the past, businesses have purchased the struc-
tures as well as a few individuals. 

For more information, visit www.portofsan-
diego.org or call (619) 686-7246. 
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Big projects face
broader review 
City Council vote puts labor

union, hotel developers at odds

SEE HOTELS, Page 4

Haunted happenings are occur-
ring all over this month. From the
city’s biggest block party of  the year
to one of  the spookiest haunted hous-
es in the nation, downtowners are
sure to have a frightening good time
this Halloween.

Dos Equis XX 
Monster Bash

San Diego’s biggest Halloween
block party is back! Hundreds of  cos-
tumed partygoers will once again fill
the outskirts of  the Gaslamp Quar-
ter on Seventh Avenue between Mar-
ket and J streets and on Island
Avenue between Sixth and eighth
avenues for the  annual Monster
Bash. The madness begins on Satur-
day, Oct. 30 at 6 p.m. and lasts until
midnight. The evening’s entertain-
ment lineup, including 10 DJs, three
bands, and Monster Bash’s famed
$3,000 costume contest, are sure to
bring a plethora of  creatures out to
the streets. If  that isn’t enticing
enough, attendees will be chilled to
the bone by tantalizing superhero go-

go dancers atop fully stocked bars,
the first-ever all-girl DJ Sexy Slumber
Party, and dance performances by
Lady Gaga’s “Little Monsters.”  

The party doesn’t stop when the
clock strikes 12, either. Monster Bash
wristbands also serve as tickets for food
and drink specials and entrance into
the area’s hottest nightclubs. Tickets
are $25 in advance and $30 at the
door.  To purchase tickets in advance,
visit www.sandiegomonsterbash.com
or call McFarlane Promotions at (619)
233-5008. Partygoers must be 21 or
older and have a valid ID to enter.

Haunted Hotel
Once the doors creak open at the

Haunted Hotel, there is no turning
back. The Haunted Hotel is located
on the corner of  Fourth Street and
Market in a 130-year-old building, so
the eerie mood is set already. Guests
are welcomed into the hotel by the
faint sound of  cackling and buzzing
chainsaws. Things start getting crazy
as soon as visitors step foot into the
elevator that takes them several floors
below. An asylum full of  clowns with
chainsaws and a subway station

waiting room where zombies like to
hang out are just some of  the fright-
ening sights inside the hotel. If  the
dot room doesn’t send dizzy visitors
for the exit, a creature with a chain-
saw certainly will.

The Haunted Hotel is open from 
7 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Sundays, Wednes-
days, and Thursdays, and 6 p.m. to 
1 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays until
Oct. 31. Organizers suggest buying
tickets online to avoid the ticket booth
line. General admission into the hotel
is $15 on Sundays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, and $17 on Fridays and
Saturdays. The hotel is not recom-
mended for children under 10, women
who are pregnant or visitors who have
a heart condition. Tickets are available
online at www.hauntedhotel.com. 

Halloween Family Day
No tricks. Children 17 and under

get in free to more than a dozen muse-
ums in Balboa Park for this year’s sec-
ond annual Halloween Family Day on
Saturday, Oct. 30, with the purchase
of  an adult ticket. Treats will be in the
form of  hands-on activities, crafts,
special tours, storytelling and many

other free goodies at participating
museums from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Children can get up close with
creepy crawlies at the Reuben H. Fleet
Science Center, build and decorate
their own glow-in-the-dark ghostly
steam engine at the San Diego Model
Railroad Museum, or go on a spooky
tour in the San Diego Museum of
Man’s Egyptian mummy collection.  

Children and adults alike can enjoy
the special prizes given away through-
out the park, including passports to
Balboa Park, “Grinch” tickets at the
Old Globe Theatre, Old Town Trolley
tickets and Junior Theatre tickets.

For a complete listing of  all activi-
ties for the second annual Halloween
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SEE HALLOWEEN, Page 12

Revelers wearing colorful costumes such as this trio of robots will pour into the Gaslamp
Quarter for the annual Dos Equis XX Monster Bash on Oct. 30. COURTESY PHOTO

Spooky events planned downtown throughout october  
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360 5TH AVE.  DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO
CORONADO • DEL MAR • FALLBROOK • LA JOLLA • POINT LOMA • RANCHO SANTA FE • SANTALUZ

www.willisallen.com 619.238.8065

Pat Edmondson

(619) 322-5866

J Q Stearman

(619) 701-4823

Deb Herscovitz

(619) 871-7202

LEGEND
$975,000

Beautifully furnished two bedroom, two bath with a spacious South
facing deck, extensive built-ins, 3 LCD TVs, remote solar shades, fine

furnishings, 2 parking spaces and storage.

$1,399,000
Spacious turn key 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath plus den corner unit with

spectacular water views, 4 parking spaces plus storage – this is the
home you have been waiting for!

PINNACLE

VILLAGE WALK
$459,000

Stunning light filled two story West facing loft in the heart of 
Little Italy with bay views from the master bedroom, 

soaring ceilings, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths.

ATRIA
259,000

Like new light and bright condo with an interior balcony overlooking
serene courtyard trees, experienced short sale team will guide you to

ownership of this wonderful value in the Marina District.

MERIDIAN
$1,180,000

The perfect choice - the pairing of gracious space and ever changing
views. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths marvelously finished exuding warmth 

& a timeless appeal.

HILLCREST
$470,000

One bedroom loft in the highly coveted "Cable Building" -
quintessential NYC style loft created by Jonathan Segal & James

Schmidt with exposed brick, sleeping loft, space & light.

1 MISSION
From THE HIGH $400,000s to 1,300,000

Exceptional brand new award-winning, 2-story townhomes
and flats now selling in Mission Hills —

Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 845 Ft. Stockton #114
www.1mission.come

Stella Biggs

(619) 384-1945

Downtown’s Finest Professionals

Melisssa Dow

(619) 917-0711

Julie Adams

(619) 481-0200(619) 300-2209

Alan Hamrick

(619) 322-3321

Marla Hovland

(619) 518-7444

Sonja Kiczula

(619) 889-3274

Anne Effinger

(619) 339-2663

Ken Baer

(619) 248-4200

Ron & Betsy Ryan

(858) 353-0364 · (858) 353-0365

Victoria Crown

(619) 977-3174

Sophia Parente

(619) 292-1073 (619) 729-8682

Vicki Droz

Lisa Allen

(619) 808-9595

Monica Stone

(619) 571-8841

Leslie Kilpatrick, 
Branch Manager

(619) 522-9494

Brian Borkum

Mary Schlesing

(619) 994-8816

Christine Baker

(858) 449-3200

Stephanie Erickson

(619) 933-3292

Maureen Millman

(619) 987-4446

$ 419,000

Immaculate, spacious, light and bright 2 bedroom plus den Little Italy

condominium with 2 baths and a gorgeous kitchen freshly updated

and ready tomove in to today!

TREO

http://www.1mission.come
http://www.willisallen.com


Each year, the City Council is faced
with the same, old debate — where to
provide shelter and services to nearly
350 homeless individuals during the
winter months. This year is no different.  

The East Village neighborhood has
been host to one of  two winter shelters,
housing 200 adults in a temporary can-
vas tent for three years in a row. Once
again, the San Diego Housing Commis-
sion has recommended the East Village
neighborhood — on the 1300 block
between F and G streets — to be the site
of  this year’s Emergency Winter Shelter
Program.

Some residents in the East Village
neighborhood oppose the site, claiming
that it is a terrible marquee to have set in
their neighborhood and that they have
done their fair share for the homeless
population downtown.

“We have a not-in-my-front-yard atti-
tude,” said David Hazan, president of  the
East Village Homeowners Association,
explaining that the proposed winter
shelter would be located where 20,000
cars pass each day to exit and enter state
Route 94.

Year after year, the same debate over
the location of  temporary winter shel-
ters for the homeless fuels a demand for
the City Council to implement a long
term solution — the creation of  a per-
manent homeless shelter.  

“Homelessness is not a seasonal
thing,” said Robin Munro, project direc-
tor for  Downtown San Diego Partner-
ship’s Registry Week, the most extensive
survey of  the homeless ever conducted
in San Diego.  

“I don’t think temporary shelter is the
solution. I think permanent, supportive
housing is the solution with some sort of
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Dale Bowen
& Ann LeBaron
(619) 300-7180 or
(619) 252-2494

Selling Downtown Since 1990
BowenLeBaron@cox.net

Tour These Featured Listings at 
www.daleann.net

CALL THE RESIDENT EXPERTS!
Call for a free e-mail alert on new listings in your favorite building.

HARBOR CLUB. 
Soaring harbor and city
views from the 25th floor
of the landmark steel and
glass west tower. Highly
customized 2BR/2BA.
Well priced at 
$969,000

HARBOR CLUB. 
The ultimate in 
downtown lifestyles. Your
own private floor 
penthouse with 360° views
of the harbor, ocean, and
skyline. The award 
winning layout is an
entertainer's dream.  
$4,950,000

PINNACLE.  
On the sunset side. Pristine
& sunny 1BR like new.
Sparkling views of harbor,
Midway & city lights. Use
the HOA guest suite if you
need a 2nd BR. Great
lifestyle at starter price!
$435,000  

RENAISSANCE. 
Rare 3BR/3BA. Split 
master suites and a large
guest suite. Dramatic views
south of the bridge, 
ballpark, and harbor.
Richly appointed 1753 sqft.
Don't miss it!
$840,000-$860,000

PINNACLE.  
Wow! Great reduction on
sought-after, south facing
corner residence. Fabulous
ocean views, large 
terraces, split MBRS, and
4 parking spaces. What's
not to like?  
$1,449,000

New on the Market

HARBOR CLUB.  
33rd floor! Soaring,
Marriott topping views
of the Harbor, marina,
ocean and sunsets.
Cleverly designed custom
interior. Two parking
spaces.  
$779,000

Just Sold

Reduced

Permanent homeless center still fueling debate
BY MARIKO LAMB | DOWNTOWN NEWS

Downtown’s World Trade Center building is the proposed site for a permanent homeless
shelter. MARIKO LAMB | Village NewsSEE SHELTER, Page 4

mailto:BowenLeBaron@cox.net
http://www.daleann.net
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ber of Commerce and San Diego Region-
al Economic Development Corporation
came together during a press confer-
ence on Sept. 13 to oppose the proposed
changes out of fear that it will have dire
consequences on San Diego’s economy.

Gary London, president of the Lon-
don Group — a realty advisory firm —
was recently hired by the joint coalition
to study the economic impacts of the
city’s proposed review change, and pre-
sented his findings during the Sept. 13
press conference. His analysis was also
provided to the City Council prior to the
council’s vote last month.

In his analysis, London detailed the

potential fiscal and economic impacts
of the proposed ordinance, and con-
cluded that the development and oper-
ation of a 300-room hotel would not be
feasible using union labor, thus com-
promising the development of 12 hotels
currently proposed in downtown San
Diego.

“These hotel rooms won’t be devel-
oped,” London said. “If these hotel
rooms won’t be developed, it places the
third phase of the Convention Center in
jeopardy.”

London also emphasized the impor-
tance the Converntion Center’s expan-
sion holds for the city’s revenue-generat-
ing events such as Comic-Con.

Although Comic-Con organizers
have agreed to continue holding the
convention in San Diego after their con-

tract expires in two years, they have
been concerned by the lack of hotel
space and moderately-priced hotel
rooms to accommodate the more than
140,000 attendees.

“This is a job-killer, pure and simple,”
said District 2 City Councilman Kevin
Faulconer, who represents the down-
town area. “My biggest concern is that
the council placing conditions on pro-
jects will drive hotel developers from
San Diego and into other cities.”

Faulconer voted against the initia-
tive on Sept. 14.

Although the first step toward shift-
ing approval for hotel projects to the
City Council is under way, the debate is
not over yet. The ordinance will likely
return to the City Council for review in
December.

HOTELS
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

package put together to help people get
jobs and other benefits,” she said.

Although she called the winter shel-
ters a “necessary evil” for now, Munro
urges the city and county to push for-
ward with a permanent solution. 

On Oct. 5, the City Council voted to
approve a proposed Exclusive Negotia-
tions Agreement with Connections
Housing L.P. to rehabilitate the San
Diego World Trade Center (SDWTC)
building into a permanent homeless ser-
vice center and housing facility.  The
council further approved exclusive nego-
tiations with the city of  San Diego for
site control of  the SDWTC and acquisi-
tion of  its adjacent parking structure for
future development of  the facility.

Connections Housing L.P., a limited
partnership developer with People
Assisting the Homeless (PATH), will
work with the city in an estimated $31
million project to convert the SDWTC,
located at 1250 Sixth Ave., into a one-

stop service homeless center, complete
with a medical clinic, job training, 150
interim housing beds and 75 permanent
supportive housing units.  

The council held a special Redevelop-
ment Agency meeting Tuesday after-
noon, took public testimony, heard from
the agency and voted 8-0 in favor of  the
proposal.

Few people disagree that there is a
need for a permanent shelter in San
Diego. The dividing point is, again, over
its location. Business owners, residents
and council members do not want the
shelter in their district out of  fear that it
will denigrate the image of  their neigh-
borhood and business environment.

Adding to concerns from local busi-
ness owners in the area about how the
homeless shelter may affect their busi-
nesses, is the fact the World Trade Cen-
ter building also sits across from Kinder-
Care Learning Center, a child day care
program, which may make parents
wary as well.  

Supporters of  the plan  hope to have
the homeless service center  running by
2012.

SHELTER
CONTINUED FROM Page 3

This site in the 1300 block between F and G
streets is the recommended location of the
Emergency Winter Shelter Program tent. 

MARIKO LAMB | Village News

More than 240 volunteer commu-
nity members and civic leaders sur-
veyed 738 homeless individuals in
450 blocks of  downtown during the
week of  Sept. 14 to 24 to identify the
most vulnerable homeless individu-
als sleeping in the streets. Here is
what they found:

Health:
275 (37%) were found to have health condi-
tions associated with a high mortality risk.

218 (30%) reported a dual diagnosis of 
mental illness and substance abuse

245 (33%) reported a history of substance
abuse alone

95 (13%) reported signs or symptoms of
mental illness alone

558 (76%) reported at least one behavioral
health issue

Age:  
187 (25%) were over 55 years old; the old-
est respondent was 85 years old

34 (5%) were under 25 years old; the
youngest respondent was 15 years old

The average age of the vulnerable population
is 45

The average age of the non-vulnerable 
population is 52

Veterans:
183 (25%) were veterans

132 (72% of veterans) reported being honor-
ably discharged

Years homeless:
The average years homeless for the 
vulnerable population is eight years

The average years homeless for the 
non-vulnerable population is four years

150 (20%) reported being homeless for one
year or less

Potential health- 
related cost reductions:
Inpatient hospitalization and ER visit costs
totaled more than $25 million annually for
134 people, approximately $186,000 per
person

Permanent supportive housing costs approxi-
mately $23,000 per person

There is potentially a $12 million cost reduc-
tion if 134 people were housed

For a complete listing of Registry Week
results, visit www.sdcleanandsafe.org.

Registry Week results

http://www.sdcleanandsafe.org
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2010 Alonzo Award 
winners announced

The Downtown San Diego Partner-
ship announced the recipients of  its
48th Annual Alonzo Awards, which
honors people, projects and programs
that have helped revitalize or renew
the downtown region in the past year.  

This year, the Alonzo Awards recog-
nizes James Dawe, recipient of  the
Founders Award; St. Vincent De Paul,
recipient of  the Humanitarian Award;
San Diego Convention Center, recipient
of  the Sustainable Business Practices
Award; and San Diego Symphony,
recipient of  the Distinguished Alonzo. 

Other Alonzo Award-winners
include Channel 4 San Diego, Procopio
Cory Hargreaves & Savich LLP, San
Diego Library Foundation, Ten Fifty B
Street and the San Diego Chargers.

The recipients of  the awards will be
honored at a dinner gala sponsored by
Turner Construction, KHS&S Con-
tractors, and Tucker Sadler Archi-
tects at the Hilton San Diego
Bayfront hotel on Nov. 3 at 5:30 p.m.
For more information, visit
www.downtownsandiego.org, call
Sheri Snead at (619) 234-0201 or e-
mail ssnead@downtownsandiego.org.

Comic-Con renews 
contract in San Diego

The San Diego Convention Center
Corporation (SDCCC) announced that
Comic-con International has renewed
its contract in San Diego through
2015.  

The largest comic book and popular
arts convention in the world has made
its home in San Diego for 40 years and
is the Convention Center’s largest and
most profitable event of  the year,
bringing the city $162.8 million in
indirect revenue last fiscal year.

Organizers of  Comic-Con turned
down bids from larger venues in Ana-
heim and Los Angeles, in part due to a
joint coalition by Mayor Jerry Sanders,
San Diego Convention Center Corpora-
tion officials, local hoteliers and busi-
ness and community leaders launch-
ing an intensive effort to keep the
lucrative convention in San Diego.  

City and hospitality leaders commit-
ted to resolve Comic-Con organizers’
primary concern — the lack of  ade-

quate accommodation for its more
than 130,000 attendees — by ramp-
ing up its efforts to expand the Conven-
tion Center along six acres of  bayfront
land adjacent to the current facility
and offering expanded hotel room
blocks and discounted rooms. 

An economic impact study, commis-
sioned by the SDCCC, revealed that
Comic-Con’s contract renewal in San
Diego is expected to bring the city a
cumulative $488.4 million in indirect
revenue over the next three years.

Port of San Diego 
president resigns

Charles D. Wurster, president and
CEO of  the Port of  San Diego,
announced his resignation from the
position on Sept. 24. Wurster served
37 years in the Coast Guard before
retiring as commander and accepting
the position as president of  the agency
in January 2009. During his tenure,
he initiated a strict Port budget plan
and led the staff  on negotiations and
plans for high-profile, inter-agency
projects including the North Embar-
cadero Visionary Plan and the pro-
posed expansion of  the San Diego Con-
vention Center.  

Wurster cited that it was “time to
move on” in a memo to Port employ-
ees. Port Commission Chairman
Robert Vaderrama announced his
gratitude to the former President of  the
agency for getting the Port through a
tough budgetary cycle and wished him
the best in his future endeavors. 

The appointment of  Vice President
of  the Administration, Wayne Dar-
beau, as interim President and CEO of
the agency was announced Oct. 5.
Darbeau has worked with the agency
for 12 years, serving in many leader-
ship roles including senior director,
director and vice president. He will
remain on the job until a nationwide
search for a new CEO is complete. 

Downtown Partnership
welcomes chief justice 

The Downtown San Diego Partner-
ship (DSDP) will welcome California
Chief  Justice Ronald George as a spe-
cial guest to its breakfast on Monday,
Oct. 18 at the Westgate Hotel.  

Chief  Justice George was appointed
in 1991 to the Supreme Court of  Cali-
fornia by Governor Pete Wilson. He
was elected in 1994 to a full term and
later appointed as 27th chief  justice of
California in 1996. After a 38-year
career in the state court system, Chief
Justice George has announced that he
will retire in January 2011.  

The breakfast will be sponsored by
Higgs, Fletcher & Mack LLP, and Torrey
Pines Bank.  Check-in begins at 7:30
a.m. and the breakfast begins at 8 a.m.
Tickets are $30 for members and $35
for non-members. To RSVP or for infor-
mation on premier table prices, call
Sheri Snead at (619) 234-0201 or e-
mail ssnead@downtownsandiego.org.

Center renamed 
to honor Sheila Hardin

The Centre City Development Corpo-
ration (CCDC) renamed its Downtown
Information Center in honor of  former
Community Relations Manager Sheila
R. Hardin, who passed away this April.  

In honor of  Hardin’s dedication to
CCDC and the improvement of  down-
town San Diego, CCDC held a celebra-
tion at the center located in Westfield
Horton Plaza on Sept. 23.  The celebra-
tion included a tribute to the long-time
employee of  CCDC and an unveiling of
the information center, followed by a
reception. 

Hardin worked for CCDC as a volun-
teer for two years and a full-time
employee for 21 yeas. She served as
community relations manager and
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Featuring QUALITY
handmade arts & crafts

Oct. 23, 2010  10am – 3pm
All Souls Church
1475 Catalina Blvd., 
Point Loma

Holiday Treasures  
Craft Show  
A Benefit for the 

San Diego Armed Services YMCA

THE PATRIOT FLAG
Mark McDonald, a fireman engineer with the Chula Vista Fire Department, stands
before a huge flag flying from the ladder of his truck in front of San Diego’s Fire Sta-
tion No. 1, 1222 First St., on Sept. 10. Known as The Patriot Flag, it stopped down-
town on its way across the U.S. to fly in all 50 states. Its final destination will be
Manhattan, N.Y. on the 10th anniversary of the attacks against the United States
on Sept. 11, 2011. PAUL HANSEN | Downtown News

NEWSbriefs

SEE BRIEFS, Page 9
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Every San Diegan wants
their city government to get
back on the right track. Fortu-
nately, most San Diegans real-
ize the way to fix city govern-
ment is not to give it more
money, but to insist on reforms
to well-documented waste in
the budget and unaffordable
pension packages for city
employees.

Indeed, for years voters have
wisely called on city leaders to
reform city pensions, cut
wasteful spending and open city services
up to competitive bidding. Unfortunately,
city leaders and city labor unions have

spent years delaying, dodging and
derailing reform in city gov-
ernment.  

Now, the politicians and
labor unions are desper-

ate — and are asking
taxpayers for a

b a i l o u t  w i t h
Proposition D.

Prop D would
raise city taxes by
a half-billion dol-

lars — at a time
when many San

D i e g a n s  a r e
already struggling
to make ends
m e e t .  Wo r s e,
Prop D gives city
politicians a
“blank check” tax

increase with no
guarantees on how

the money would be
spent.  
That’s why leading tax-

payer advocates and govern-
ment watchdogs all oppose

Prop D.
To try to lure voters into support-

ing this massive tax hike, city politi-
cians and labor unions are saying
simply “trust us.”  Their campaign

advertisements go to shameful lengths —
threatening layoffs to police and firefighters.  

In this regard, Prop D is one of  the most
misleading propositions to make the ballot.

While Prop D is being sold by city politi-
cians and city labor unions as “restoring”
vital city services, not a penny of  the
increased tax is earmarked for important
programs such as police and fire services.  

To the contrary, with the city’s annual
pension payment increasing dramatically
each year, you can expect increased tax rev-
enues to be diverted to the city’s financial-
ly-troubled pension system rather than to
restore city services.  

The pension and retiree
health-care funds are more
than $3.4 billion in debt —
and the true annual cost of
retirement benefits last year
was more than $370 million
— or roughly two-thirds of  the
city payroll.

These costs are driven by
unaffordable pension benefit
packages awarded to city gov-
ernment employees over the
years — a problem that Prop D
fails to solve. City employees

can retire as early as age 50, can “double-
dip” by receiving their full salary and a full
pension allowance during the last five years
of  their city service, and receive free tax-
payer-funded healthcare for life — among
other perks that you will be hard pressed to
find anywhere but our city government.  

San Diegans do not receive these lavish
benefit packages, but under Prop D they
are now being asked to pay more during a
historic economic downturn to pay the bill
for them. 

In this regard, Prop D is essentially a
“pension tax” that will be used to service
unaffordable pensions and benefits granted
to city employees over the years.  

Prop D’s proponents shamefully tout
“reforms” as part of  their ballot arguments
to convince voters to approve the tax
increase. However, Prop D does not require
that any financial reforms actually be
implemented. Moreover, several of  the
“conditions” included in Prop D are weak
and outright misleading.  

While proponents claim they have
already made cuts, the truth is virtually all
of  the positions eliminated over the years
were vacant. When proponents claim they
have reformed pensions, the reality is they
have made only modest changes for new
hires — and left the lion’s share of  pension
perks untouched. While they claim to
embrace managed competition as part of
Prop D, they refuse to commit to actually
bid out any services.

City politicians know the “conditions” in
Prop D are simply provided to help sell a
tax increase to voters. That’s why Prop D
contains no concrete targets for actually
saving money for city taxpayers.  

Without concrete guarantees that fiscal
reforms will be implemented, the city of
San Diego will continue to waste millions of
taxpayer dollars each year. And without
reform, it won’t be long before city leaders
are back again asking for more money with
another tax increase. No on Proposition D.

— Carl DeMaio is a member of  the San
Diego City Council representing District 5.

Having spent a lifetime in
law enforcement — as a beat
cop, San Diego police chief
and sheriff  — I know who to
trust when it comes to pro-
tecting our families from
crime. With the election this
November, San Diegans will
be making a decision that
will determine the kind of
city we live in. It’s never been
more important than now to
know who you can trust on
matters of  public safety.

For decades, the San Diego Police
Department has been a national model of
innovation and efficiency. We were lead-
ers in the movement that brought about
community-oriented policing. We have
been able to keep our crime rates low and
reduce our priority-call emergency
response times, despite having far fewer
officers per capita, and far less resources
than other major cities. 

But without the reforms and revenues
that will result from Proposition D, the
future of  San Diego — and the safety of
its citizens — looks bleak.

San Diego faces a $72 million deficit
next year in its General Fund, the part of
the budget that pays for essential public
services like police, fire, parks and
libraries. Police and fire alone account
for half  of  all General Fund spending.

If  the City Council has to cut the bud-
get by $72 million, it’s almost certain
that public safety will take a serious hit. 

For years, the mayor, himself  a former
police chief, and the City Council shield-
ed public safety departments from budget
cuts. They did this by taking deeper
reductions elsewhere, especially in park
and recreation programs and library
hours. Overall, more than 1,400 city
jobs were eliminated.

But as the recession continued to erode
revenues, that wasn’t enough. 

To close a $179 million deficit last
year, the city had to eliminate 200 police
department positions, including person-
nel who assist in investigations, support
our detectives and enforce neighborhood
codes. 

In that same budget, the City Council
began the “rolling brown-outs” at fire
stations that idle eight engines a day and
increase 9-1-1 response times. It also
reduced lifeguard patrols, leaving one
popular beach without anyone to guard
swimmers.

Those were difficult deci-
sions, but they will pale in
comparison to the ones the
City Council will have to
make if  Proposition D fails. 

Mayor Jerry Sanders has
made it clear that cuts in
public safety will be neces-
sary to balance the budget.
As preparation for next
year’s budget, the police
chief  has been asked to pro-
pose $15.8 million in addi-
tional cuts. The fire chief  has

been asked to propose $7.2 million in
additional cuts.

Yet opponents of  Proposition D want
you to think these threats to public safe-
ty are not real.

The spokeswoman for the No on D
campaign recently advocated
that the city eliminate its
Lifeguard Service alto-
gether, claiming that
people who swim in
the ocean should be
prepared to pay
the price for their
risky behavior. 

T h e  l e a d i n g
opponent of  Prop
D says it is “ludi-
crous” to think
t h at  t h e  C i t y
Council would
cut police, fire or
lifeguards.

A p p a r e n t l y,
this politically-
ambitious coun-
cilman hopes
you will forget
that last year, the
City Council did
exactly that. 

Mayor Sanders,
by contrast, has been
responsibly reducing and
reforming the city budget for
five years. And he says that
deep cuts in public safety are
inevitable if  Proposition D fails.

The public will have to decide who
it believes.

I trust Mayor Sanders. You should, too.

— Bill Kolender retired as county sher-
iff  last year after more than 50 years in
law enforcement, including 13 years as
San Diego‘s chief  of  police.
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was highly active in the develop-
ment and management of  the
annual San Diego Multicultural
Festival and Downtown Information
Center until she lost her battle with
cancer this year. Hardin was
described by CCDC employees as a
“San Diego enthusiast and a truly
inspirational person.”

Traffic signals installed
at busy intersections

Major intersections in downtown
San Diego are now safer for drivers
and pedestrians, thanks to the com-
pleted installation of  six new traffic
signals.  

The Centre City Development Cor-
poration (CCDC), working on behalf
of  the San Diego Redevelopment
Agency, installed these new crossings
in response to public demands for
improved vehicle and pedestrian traf-
fic, and concerns about safety at
major intersections downtown. The
new traffic signals are located at Mar-
ket and Union streets; Market Street
and Third Avenue; Market Street and
Ninth Avenue; Park Boulevard and
Island Avenue, Park Boulevard and J
Street; and Front and Cedar streets in
the Cortez, Marina and East Village
neighborhoods. The total project cost
$1.25 million and was funded
through property taxes and a
SANDAG TransNet grant.  

Prehistoric whale fossil
unearthed at Zoo

A construction worker at the San
Diego Zoo hit something strange with
his excavator while digging for a
storm water tank on Thursday, Sept.

16. The scraping sound indicated
that the worker hit a solid object
in the fine grain sand that he was
excavating. San Diego Natural
History Museum paleontologist
Gina Calvano was on site during the
excavation and discovered that what
the worker had hit was actually a
bone. Not just any bone, it was a 3
million-year-old, 24-foot-long whale
fossil.  

The whale skull and vertebrae
appeared to be well-preserved. The
fossil will be brushed, boxed and relo-
cated to the museum’s laboratory for
closer inspection. 

WTCSD receives 
multi-year grant

The International Trade Adminis-
tration (ITA) of  the U.S. Department
of  Commerce granted the World
Trade Center San Diego (WTCSD) the
Market Development Cooperator Pro-
gram award (MDCP), a multi-year
grant to encourage the use of  U.S.
technology for water projects in the
Middle East, North Africa and India.  

WTCSD will receive more than
$141,000 each year for the next
three years to host workshops, trade
missions, counseling sessions and
webinars to help countries develop
sustainable water management solu-
tions. The ITA will work with the
WTCSD to stimulate the growth of
U.S. jobs in the engineering, con-
struction, equipment supply, opera-
tions management and finance sec-
tors by developing work relationships
in interested countries and matching
U.S. companies with international
buyers.

T h e  I TA  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t
t h e  WTCSD, through its
$425,000 MDCP grant, will gen-
erate $27 million in export sales
that will create jobs in the U.S. in the
next three years.
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Museum exhibits with a childlike spirit!

Contrary to an adult’s mind that’s
constantly calculating wins and losses, a
child’s mind takes things as they are and
simply enjoys them. With Halloween
just around the corner, this time of  year
is always a favorite for kids. Downtown
is also brimming with lots of  fun and
unique activities that are sure to bring
out the kid in you. 

• At the New Children’s Museum, the
emphasis will be on fun as it kicks off
“The Odd Ball,” a unique artist-inspired
mini-golf  event on Saturday, Oct. 23.
This “Putt for a Purpose” event is a
clever and unconventional alternative
to a golf  fundraiser. Executive director
Rachel Teague said guests will have a
great time as they’ll be able to explore
the museum’s architecture and contem-
porary art while weaving their way
through an unexpected and creative col-
lection of  holes. 

“I like to call it putt-putt challenges,”
Teague said with a smile.  

The event will take adults on a jour-
ney through the different levels of  the
museum, in a lively art and music-filled
atmosphere. The nine-hole mini golf
course offers unique hazards and scor-
ing to create an experience that appeals
to both amateurs and pros. There’s also
a musical lineup that includes DJ Saul Q,
San Diego’s award-winning band Rafter
and indie favorite Smile Now Cry Later.

Funds raised at The Odd Ball will help
keep kids creative with innovative stu-
dio projects and hands-on artist instruc-
tion. 

• The Children’s Museum will also
offer another unique day of  fun on Oct.
16 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. “Move and

Groove Family Dance Jam” will feature a
diverse group of  dance companies that
will perform throughout the day at the
museum and it’s free with regular muse-
um admission.

The day-long shows feature all types
of  dance genres including the Super
Galactic Beat Manipulators, Studio FX,
Jean Isaacs San Diego Dance Theater
and Olio, The Show. Organizers said they
want to engage and inspire, so follow-
ing the performances, families will be
able to interact with the dancers and ask
questions. 

• And finally, the San Diego History
Center is teaming up with The Old Globe
Theater on an interactive exhibition
called “Dressing The Part: Costume
Design at the Old Globe.” It opens Oct.
14 and runs until April 2011. 

Christianne Penunuri, media
spokeswoman for the center, said the
exhibit gives a peak behind the curtain of
the legendary theater.  

“You’ll get to see how a costume
transforms an actor into a character,”
Penunuri said. “There will be actual cos-
tumes you can try on and then take a
photo in front of  a mini recreation of  the
Globe’s stage. Another unique part of
the exhibit is a video that takes you
through the two-week process of  how a
wig is created.”

In addition, there will be a gala recep-
tion, hosted by The Costume Council of
San Diego History Center, to raise funds
to help support and promote the exhibi-
tion. This event is Thursday, Oct. 14 at
5:30 p.m.

— Marc & Darlynne Menkin are the
co-owners of  Where You Want To Be
Tours. Many of  their tours and team
building scavenger hunts feature secret
downtown areas.  www.wheretours.com

It’s all
Happening!
Marc & Darlynne Menkin

We want to hear from you: 
Find the Mojo — Check out the Carousel
Challenge in Seaport Village on Friday,
Oct. 8. Find an act with “Mojo” in its name,
get a creative photo featuring someone
from the show and post it on the Where
You Want To Be Tours Facebook page.
The best picture wins a walking tour for up
to four through the Hidden Canyons of Bal-
boa Park and Bankers Hill. 

This is one of the fun costumes featured in
the History Center’s “Dressing the Part,”
which opens in Balboa Park on Oct 14. 

COURTESY PHOTO 

http://www.wheretours.com
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Seaport Village set to celebrate 
30 years with waterfront gala 

Seaport Village is ringing in its 30th
birthday in unique fashion Oct. 8-9.

The seaside shopping center near
the heart of  downtown is celebrating
its first three decades by staging a com-
petition for 30 hours. Contestants will
ride the village’s iconic Looff  carousel
for 30 hours straight to see who the
last person riding will be. The grand
prize of  $10,000 is sure to keep the
enduring intrigue going. Visitors are
allowed to ride the carousel through-
out the competition as well. 

While just about every local or visi-
tor has passed through Seaport at one
time or another, many probably don’t
realize its history is longer than some of
its more bustling downtown neigh-
bors.

“Seaport Village was downtown
before the Convention Center, before
the Gaslamp or Horton Plaza,” said
General Manager Terry Hall. “We are
kind of  the trendsetters for downtown.
It’s kind of  nice being the first ones
here and after 30 years we’re still here
and going strong.”

Seaport Village has more than 50
shops, 13 casual eateries and four fine-
dining restaurants. Many of  the shops
that opened 30 years ago are still run-
ning business as usual and have
become icons of  the area.

To celebrate its 30th anniversary
bash, the party will include music, food
and drinks for the two-day event. On
Friday night, visitors can enjoy $1
beers from 7 to 8 p.m. and $2.50 beers
until the kegs run dry. The festivities
run through the wee hours of  the
night until the marathon carousel
competition ends.

Despite all of  the construction and
traffic downtown, Seaport Village
remains a relaxing and calming place
to get away from it all.  

“We’re our own little fishing village
right here on the water,” Hall said. “It

was built for dining and shopping
downtown. People who came here as
children are now bringing their own
children.”  

Whether folks want to just go for a
walk, watch the windsurfers or sea

lions, Seaport is a unique downtown
destination.  

The celebration begins at 10 a.m.
on Friday and ends when the carousel
competition grand-prize winner is
announced at 4 p.m. Saturday.

BY LEE CORNELL | DOWNTOWN NEWS

Mobile Tech makes repairs easy and affordable in East Village

You broke your iPod, again. You’re not
sure if  it’s worth repairing or tossing.
None of  your friends have a clue either,
and you don’t have the time to look into
it. So you toss it and head out to the store
for a new one. Here’s where Mobile Tech,
a computer, iPod and cell phone repair
shop, could have saved you some money.  

Mobile Tech offers free diagnostics and
estimates on anything from custom
home theaters to Blackberries. Even bet-
ter, if  you decide to go through with the
repairs, they will do them fast.  

Mobile Tech was started in 2010 by
Mick Baca. Baca came up with the idea for
Mobile Tech after another company com-
pleted repairs on his computer. The over-
priced repairs and week turn around left
Baca with a bad taste in his mouth, but a
sweet idea in his head. Baca, an eight-year
resident of  East Village, decided to set up
Mobile Tech in his hometown and now
feels the community has embraced it.

“Business is growing every month,
and we’re getting a lot of  new customers
through referrals,” Baca said. 

Mobile Tech offers a mobile service to
pick up the broken item at no extra cost.
Mobile Tech’s head technician, Johnny
Ngo, is a former employee of  Sony and
has worked in the industry for six years.  

Mobile Tech aims to do effective,
affordable, quick work with the utmost
customer satisfaction.

Andrea Soar discovered Mobile Tech’s

customer service sooner just in time. Her
computer went on the fritz just a day
after moving to San Diego. She took it to
Mobile Tech for repairs figuring she’d
have it back in a few days.

“They had it back in half  a day, which
was great because my computer is, like,
my third hand,” she said.

“They were really flexible with their
hours of  when I could drop my computer
off,” said Shairee Collins, a frequent
Mobile Tech user who recommends the
company to friends. “My computer was in

worse condition than I thought and they
took care of  everything for me.” 

Even if  electronics aren’t causing you
any problems now, Mobile Tech’s service
is good to keep in the back of  your mind.

“The average person has three to six
electronic products,” Baca said, adding
that, eventually, some of  these items will
break down.    

Mobile Tech is located at 445 10th Ave.
Quotes are also available over the phone
by calling (619) 652-9900. Find more
information visit www.mobiletechsd.com.

BY RACHEL HATMAN | DOWNTOWN NEWS

Mick Baca came up with the idea for Mobile Tech, which offers free diagnostics and estimates
for repairs on anything from custom home theaters to Blackberries. RACHEL HUTMAN | Downtown News

Contestants will ride the Looff carousel for 30 hours straight to see who the last person
riding will be. COURTESY PHOTO

http://www.mobiletechsd.com


6:30am–2:30pm • 7 days a week
520 Front Street • Just South of Market, Downtown

619-231-7777 • www.richardwalkers.com

with purchase of any food item of equal 

or greater value & two beverages

not valid with other offers. expires 11-04-10

730 Market Street (between 7th & 8th)

Broken Yolk Cafe
The Broken Yolk Café offers a large selection of home cooked meals in a
comfortable and casual atmosphere. There are over 20 different omelets to
choose from as well as a wide variety of other breakfast favorites which in-
clude pancakes, waffles and French toast. Feel more like lunch? Try one of
our juicy ½ pound burgers or one of our large sandwiches. Our generous
portions will leave you full and satisfied.

Richard Walker’s Pancake House
Richard Walker’s Pancake House, an upscale fusion of traditional and gourmet
breakfast favorites, is now open in the Marina District in downtown San Diego.
Serving classic-style griddlecakes, crepes, omelets and other specialties, this
pancake house is certain to become the “premier” breakfast destination for
San Diego's residents, employees and the tourist community! Open 6:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. 7 days a week, and if you are unable to stay and enjoy the at-
mosphere, take Richard Walker’s with you as we prepare orders to go.

Panificio e Ristorante Solunto
Panificio e Ristorante Solunto has been around for over 40 years. The
name change from Solunto Baking Co is only to show that we added a
restaurant for the evening. The décor has changed as well to uplift the am-
biance for day and night. One of the last original family members still runs
the new transition of a landmark that made San Diego exuberant in deli-
cious Sicilian style bread, cookies and pastries. The lunch portion of the
business still carries all the delicacies that made us flourish like sand-
wiches, hot food, and pizza. Now the dinnertime has a great influence in
the Little Italy arena of great food. Hours are as follows: Monday 11AM-
4PM, Tuesday-Friday 10AM-5PM, Saturday 8AM-5PM  Sunday 8AM-4PM
Dinnertime  Tues-Sun 5PM-10PM Address: 1643 India St San Diego CA
92101  619-233-3506 www.solunto.biz email: solunto@cox.net

Manchester Grand Hyatt
Just a stone crab’s throw from Seaport Village is Sally’s Seafood on the Water,
a charming and sophisticated waterfront eatery. Chef de Cuisine Sarah Linken-
heil’s obsession with fresh fish and bold flavors shines through in signature
dishes like the decadent Lobster Pot Pie and Smoked Tomato Cioppino. Open
daily for lunch, happy hour, and dinner. Late breakfast, served on weekends.
Three hour validated self-parking at the Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego.

Bread on Market
Downtown's Artisan Bakery, Breads On Market is open from 7:30 to 4:00
Sunday-Thursday and 7:30 to 5:00 Friday & Saturday. We are open late
night for all Padre games. Voted Best Bakery 2008 from the San Diego
Downtown News 2008 and  received the Silver Fork Award from San
Diego Home and Garden. Schedule your next business or organization
board meeting in our quaint patio or let us cater your next event. We de-
liver Hot Lunch and Sandwich Special or come in and enjoy a wonder
Cheese Plate with a glass of wine or beer to go with our famous Rueben.
For Sweet and Treats we serve Cookies, Brownies, and Package House-
made Granola. Take a loaf of fresh Artisan bread home for dinner. 730 Mar-
ket Street SD, 92101 (Between 7th & 8th) 619-795-2730
www.breadonmarket.com 

Tuesday Aug 31: Play Ball Canine Cocktails 5pm - 8pm

Live After 5 – Live
 Music at the hotel INDIGO on Thursday

nights in August: 8/5 - Ja
smine Commerce • 8/12 - Dave Booda

8/19 - Justin James • 8/26 - Je
sse LaMonaca & the Dime Novels

Tuesday Oct 26:

Canine Cocktails: Th
eme Halloween - Dress up your pet!

Live Music at hotel INDIGO every Thursday night

Check facebook for more details & twitter for updates
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San Diego’s Mystery Café is a downtown dinner the-
ater that mixes one of  the local’s best-kept secrets with
wit typically set aside for Warner Bros. studio lots. On
the menu this month is “Shotgun Wedding Anniver-
sary,” a recycled Mystery Cafe original that serves up slap-
stick comedy with a side of  double-stuffed potatoes. 

Hosted at the Imperial House Continental Restau-
rant, the Mystery Café performs two nights a week,
leaving time for its actors to tackle day jobs at Legoland
or SeaWorld. The steakhouse favorite has red leather
booths and high-back chairs resembling classic days
long forgotten, but it’s the perfect place for “an inter-
active theater comedy show … with an emphasis on
comedy,” said Bud Godown, owner of  the San Diego
Mystery Café franchise. “We’re a nice four-course meal
with a fun comedy show.” 

The Mystery Café, located at 505 Kalmia St., has
been performing since 1991, one of  the longest-run-
ning Mystery Cafes in the country (it’s a franchise out
of  Boston). Situated in the back of  the restaurant, past
the inescapable bar, with a placard all its own, the
Mystery Café is a vulgar-free, innuendo-rich enter-
tainment experience. 

“There’s nowhere else in town, in my opinion, that
works to what we do,” Godown said. 

The show begins before you’re even seated. Actors,
already in character, act as maitre d’, ushering guests
to their tables before the first course is served. Ensem-

bles include anything from a wedding dress to a white
suit and neon-striped tie. 

The family-style meal is served inches away from the
performance. 

“It’s all playful humor. We kind of  plot ourselves as
Warner Bros. cartoons with a ton of  innuendos,” said
Godown, who first auditioned as an understudy and
labels himself  as today’s producer/ director and “chief
bottle washer.” 

“Shotgun Wedding Anniversary” follows the anx-
ious bride-to-be and her fiancé, but takes a turn when
the groom, a wealthy aristocrat who is constantly
berated by his family, is gunned down at the ceremo-
ny. Instantly, the plot turns into a “whodunnit” case,
complete with a Sherlock Holmes, several more victims
and one guilty guest. 

Diners aren’t just members of  the audience, but
rather guests at the wedding and part of  the show —
a few vocal patrons are spotted out in the crowd early
and get picked on for the rest of  it. 

“There’s a control factor that makes us different
than other dinner theaters,” Godown said. “We get
people involved without embarrassing them complete-
ly to where they have to act out the show.” 

Such is the case with “Shotgun Wedding Anniver-
sary,” where actors make note of  the audience and
adjust their level accordingly. 

Ticket prices, depending on the day of  the week,
typically range from $49.50 to $59.50 each. For more
information,  call (619) 460-2200.
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Voted one of the top 100 Framing Shops in U.S. for the 4th 
year in a row! 2004, 2005, 2006 & 2007 –Decor Magazine

Bucket Baker #1 Saleskitty

4735 Point Loma Ave • Ocean Beach • (619) 223-5313
10am – 6pm Mon – Fri  • 10am – 5pm Sat

Murf Baker #1 Salespuppy

Photos by Colleen Camevale

Poster Special:
16x20” $49.95 20x24” $59.95

24x36” $69.95 30x40” $79.95

Diplomas
$49.95 matted

(in stock materials) Expires 11-1-10

JOHN•BAKER
PICTURE FRAMES

Custom Framing Special
San Diegoʼs Largest Selection

25%OFF
ENTIRE JOB

With coupon when ordered only.
Expires 11-1-10

RECYCLE YOUR PICTURE FRAMES HERE!

Family Day and a map of  the park, visit
www.balboapark.org.  

Haunted Trail 
The Haunted Trail in Balboa Park

is San Diego’s only all outdoor
haunted attraction. The trail will be
open until Oct. 31, but organizers
recommend coming earlier in the

month to avoid long waits.  
This terrorizing mile-long trail is no

walk in the park. The path twists and
turns through gnarled oaks and twisted
pines with frightening surprises around
every corner. A freaky toy room, a zom-
bie-filled strobe light room and a school
bus full of  masked characters are only
some of  the attractions along the trail
that send visitors running for the hills.

For $5, visitors can access the black
light maze where crazy carny folk
lurk in the shadows, hoping to leave
a carnival of  carnage in their wake.

They drive lost souls to the brink of
insanity until they finally find their
way out of  the maze.

The trail and maze is not recommend-
ed for children under 10. The trail is
open Sundays, Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days from 7 to 11 p.m., and Fridays and
Saturdays from 7 p.m. to 11:45 p.m.
General admission to the trail is $15 on
Sundays, Wednesdays and Thursdays,
and $17 on Fridays and Saturdays. The
Carnival of  Carnage maze is $5. To
purchase tickets in advance, visit
www.hauntedtrail.net. 

HALLOWEEN
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

Mystery Café serves up marriages, murders and meals
BY MEAGHAN CLARK | DOWNTOWN NEWS

Actors from the Mystery Café not only entertain audiences just inches away from their four-course meals,
they strive to make each show an interactive experience with showgoers. COURTESY PHOTO

http://www.balboapark.org
http://www.hauntedtrail.net


Whether a foodie or not, the Taste of
Little Italy is sure to get the taste buds
worked up and put the appetite on high
alert for authentic cuisine on Nov. 3. 

“What makes it unique is Little Italy
has all family-owned and -operated
restaurants,” said Marco LiMandri, exec-
utive director of  the Little Italy Associa-
tion. “There are no corporate entities
here that run restaurants. The primary
foundation of  our ‘Taste’ is Italian food,
but there’s a variety of  other foods you
can get here at the same time.”

For the third year in a row and the
second time this year, locals and visitors
can enjoy an array of  eateries at the

Taste of  Little Italy. The event will be held
from 5 to 9 p.m., with India Street serv-
ing as a main corridor. Tickets pur-
chased in advance are $35 or $40 the
day of  the event. This celebration of  food
has been known to sell out in the past.  

Diners will receive a “passport” they
can use to partake in the delectable
delights. The restaurants stamp the pass-
ports and provide a sample of  their fea-
tured menu item. 

As patrons stroll down the streets of
the quaint and cozy neighborhood, they
will enjoy the wafts of  freshly-cooked
food, as well as the sounds of  live musi-
cal acts and perhaps — if  so inclined —
a fine glass of  wine. The event takes
place on a Wednesday, so visitors won’t

have to worry about squeezing it into
their busy weekends. Whether its a fam-
ily looking to do something different or a
couple pining for a romantic evening,
the Taste of  Little Italy is a great way to
try out Little Italy’s many restaurants
for just one price.

All of  the proceeds go toward projects
funded by the Little Italy Association. 

“It fundraises for the Little Italy Asso-
ciation, which then puts money into
development of  historical markers in Lit-
tle Italy, as well as arts and culture,”
LiMandri said. “We do a lot with public

art. People can walk along the sidewalks
of  Little Italy and learn the history.” 

LiMandri said the association expects
to generate between $6,000 and
$8,000 from the event.

For more information call (619) 615-
1092, or visit www.tasteoflittleitalysd.com 
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$12.95
You Pick Your Meal

Mix and Match to make your Perfect Dinner 
7 days a week from 4 til closing

Choose

Your

Entrée

Fillet of Sole
Salmon
Chicken Breast
Sea Bass
Mahi Mahi
10oz. Pork Chop

1.

Red Sails Inn
2614 Shelter Isltand Dr. San Diego CA  619-223-3030

All Entrees come with choice of soup or salad
Excluding Holidays

Choose 

Your 

Preparation

Macadamia Crusted
Blackened
Lemon Caper Butter
Teriyaki Glaze
Pesto Cream Sauce
Grilled

2.
Choose 

Your 

Sides

Baked Potato
Garlic Mashed Potatos
Rice Pilaf
French Fries
Cottage Cheese
Steamed Vegetables

3.

www.theredsails.com

Taste of  Little Italy simmers in annual tradition 
BY LEE CORNELL | DOWNTOWN NEWS

Diners have an opportunity to sample the ambiance and selection of Little Italy on Nov.
3 during the annual Taste of Little Italy event. Tickets are $35 in advance or $40 the
night of the event. COURTESY PHOTO

http://www.tasteoflittleitalysd.com
http://www.theredsails.com
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LIQUID-MOTION
Dancers perform a routine called “Taking the Plunge” in the fountain at Martin Luther King Jr. Park on
Oct. 2 as part of the Trolley Dances project at trolley sites downtown. The dancers performed six times
and had to dry out and warm up between performances. PAUL HANSEN | Downtown News

BELTING IT OUT
Rachel Lynn Sebastian gives
it her all, singing and playing
guitar for the crowd Sept.
18 at Artwalk on the Bay. 
PAUL HANSEN | Downtown News

A BIG HIT
A batter connects with the ball
during tournament action
Sept. 4 at the annual  Little
Italy Labor Day Stickball Tour-
nament held in the streets of
Little Italy. PAUL HANSEN | Downtown News

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
Evan Blem, 7, takes a close look at “Feather Harlequin,” an art piece created by Stevens Jay Carter, during Artwalk
on the Bay at the Hilton San Diego Bayfront Park on Sept. 18. PAUL HANSEN | Downtown News
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Carlos Pastrana
(619) 940-4505

Jorge Verdugo
(619) 948-4642

Brent Cole
(858) 531-8785

Cindy Davis
(619) 813-1992

WE ARE PROUD TO WELCOME THE 4 NEWEST ASSOCIATES TO OUR GROWING TEAM:

Great Agents – Thinking about making a change? Think Windermere! 
Call for a confidential interview: 

Lori Staehling - Broker/Manager  619.559.5656

560 First Avenue (between Market & Island)  San Diego, CA  92101
Call For Free Property Analysis Buying, Selling, Leasing.  Call our Downtown Experts First!

Windermere Signature Properties

Francine Finn
Realtor/Owner
(858) 518-5288

Lori Staehling
Broker of

Record/Manager
(619) 559-5656

Raye Scott
Realtor/Owner
(858) 229-5424

Just Listed!
Great Opportunity at Icon in East Village! 7th floor 
unit with floor to ceiling windows, balcony overlook-
ing the courtyard, granite counters and stainless steel 
appliances. $279,000

Call Sarah Scott   619-840-2767

Downtown – East Village

Urban Oasis
Iconic in location and quality. Designer Perfection
overlooking Balboa Park. Short Sale offers unparal-
leled opportunity below comparable sales for 3200 +
sq. ft. of luxury. $1,500,000

Call Francine Finn   858-518-5288

Overlooking Balboa Park

Spectacular Views!
This is a rare opportunity. One of only 2 units in the
Pinnacle which enjoy the expansive east, south and
west views and a true 3 BR with over 2,640 sf. 

$2,995,000

Call Raye Scott   858-229-5424

Downtown – Marina District

Unique and Exceptional
Purchased prior to construction, this unit was
thoughtfully modified and designed like no other. Ver-
satile floorplan, 3 balconies, Italian marble flooring.
This truly must be seen to be appreciated. 

$1,195,000
Call for More   619-481-6300

Downtown – Fabulous Views!

Enjoy City & Water Views
This contemporary 18th floor unit enjoys water and
city views and a comfortable floor plan for a variety of
lifestyles. Upgraded with Bamboo flooring.

$765,000

Call for Info   619-481-6300

Downtown - Electra

Welcome to Shangri-La!
Remodeled, updated and ready for the most 
discriminating buyers. Private, quiet location in gated
Avocado Estates. New wood flooring, windows and
freshly painted. $569,000

Call Jeff Nix   619-962-2471

East San Diego

Magnificent Views!
Worried about your gorgeous view being blocked? All
the more reason to live on the 32nd floor of The
Grande North above it all! Breathtaking views to enjoy
for a lifetime! $935,000

Call to See   619-481-6300

Downtown – The Grande

Design Award Winner!
Downtown’s newest high rise surpasses in quality and
amenities all predecessors. 2010 ASID Award for Best
Design w/ over $400K in custom upgrades. Full
3BR/3BA. $1,495,000

Call Today    619-481-6300

Downtown Town Home

Upgraded - Better than New
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY at Solara Lofts! Beautifully 
upgraded 1 bedroom with views. Includes 2 parking
spaces and storage! Traditional sale- reduced to sell
quickly! $350,000

Call Brent Cole    858-531-8785 

Solara Lofts

Short Sale Bargain
Wow! Prime top-floor corner 1BR/1BA unit in Atlas 
facing west with great views. Newly built in 2007 in
the heart of Hillcrest, features dark walnut cabinets
and flooring and wraparound balcony! Hurry! 

$275,000
Call Mike Acker  619-454-0620

ATLAS Hillcrest

Hard Rock Hotel
The Hard Rock Hotel is a condo-hotel - not a time
share.  Rental revenue suggests that owners can get
between a 4-6.5% ROI.  Why not take a look?

$170,000

Call Denny Oh   858-243-2092

Gaslamp District - Downtown

City & Bay Views
Downtown San Diego's most prestigious High Rise.
Large 1460 SqFt 18th floor condo with great City &
Bay views.  Amenities include, 24 hr Concierge Service
(includes Valet), Courtyard/Garden, Pool, Spa, Gym &
Steam Room. Don't miss out on this deal! $549,000

Call Jorge & Carlos  619-948-4642

Meridian - 18th Floor

619.481.6300     

F E A T U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S

866.640.4042
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When Café Sevilla, the hub of  Spanish food, music and
dance in San Diego, opened 23 years ago, veteran flamen-
co dancer Kristina Cobarrubia was there — in the

kitchen shelling shrimp. Seeing crowds overwhelm the tiny down-
town tapas bar, the performer offered to pitch in to help wherever
needed. Little did she know as she traded her castanets for crus-
taceans, big things were in store for her and the future of  flamen-
co in San Diego.

Not only would Cobarrubia go on to be a regular performer at
Café Sevilla in its “Art of  Flamenco Show,” but she would be part of
a thriving local flamenco community. Also unbeknownst to her,
her future husband was put to work in the kitchen that same night.

And Café Sevilla, the little cellar with a single light bulb on Fourth
Avenue, would go on to host more than 2 million guests, serve
more than 1 million paellas — its signature rice and seafood dish —
and become San Diego’s longest-running dinner theater show, con-
tinuing every week since its opening 23 years ago.

That’s “Flamenco: Pasado y Presente (past and present),” which
happens to be the title of  Cobarrubia’s upcoming show Oct. 23 at
Smith Recital Hall at San Diego State University.

That’s also flamenco pasado y presente for Café Sevilla, which
temporarily closed its doors Sept. 27, but will re-open in winter
2011, in a larger, more contemporary space a couple of  blocks
away at 355 Fifth Ave.

“Flamenco, it’s such a powerful art form,” said Cobarrubia, who
holds her weekly classes at the Dance Connection studios in Pacif-
ic Beach. “People are pouring their hearts out in front of  you on the
stage. It’s so musically complex, it’s mind boggling. It’s an art form
that reaches out to you on a personal level. Very few people walk
away from a show unmoved.”

Cobarrubia attributes a thriving San Diego flamenco communi-
ty to the area’s strong Latin ties, a large local military presence,
with servicemen who returned from deployments with Spanish
wives, and close proximity to Los Angeles, another haven for Fla-
menco singers, dancers and musicians.

“San Diego is really lucky in that because of  its Southern Califor-
nia heritage, being part of  Spain and then Mexico, there’s a lot of
Latin culture here,” said Cobarrubia. “When people come to San
Diego, they’re expecting to see some of  that type of  flavor. It’s a
natural place for flamenco to be.”

Cobarrubia began dancing ballet dancing at the age of  nine. As
a teenager, after seeing the definitive flamenco dancing movie “Car-
men,” she was hooked and has been dancing ever since. That was
about 25 years ago.

“At that point I knew that flamenco was what I’d been looking for
all my life,” she said.

Cobarrubia worked as assistant choreographer for the San Diego
Opera production of  “Don Quixote” in 2009, “La Traviata” in 2010,
and will choreograph “Carmen” in the opera’s 2011 season. 

OCTOBER 2010 | VOL. 11, NO. 10

SDNEWS
is now on Twitter
Follow @sdnews on www.twitter.com 
for news, updates, events and more. 
Chime in and let us know what you’re thinking!

Get daily news updates at URBAN
LIVING
S A N  D I E G O  D O W N T O W N  N E W S

“Malashock Thinks You Can Dance” pairs professional dancers with
celebrities in a ballroom dance competition Oct. 9 at the Birch
North Park Theatre. COURTESY PHOTO

Fundraiser partners 
San Diego celebrities with

professional dancers 
BY CHARLENE BALDRIDGE | DOWNTOWN NEWS

Dancers with Flamenco Arana performing flamenco with passion and joy are (from left) Johanna Deleissegues, Melba Novoa and Emma Riqué.
Photo by BRUCE MEYER

Dancers (from left) Justine Kozo, Melba Novoa and Darci Manzo perform
at the Eveoke Celebrate Dance Festival in Balboa Park.

Photo by BRUCE MEYER

While a downtown hub of flamenco relocates,
a show of the dramatic dance is set at SDSU

BY LORALEE OLEJNIK | DOWNTOWN NEWS

SEE DANCE, Page 23 SEE FLAMENCO, Page 23

Flamenco
takes flight
Flamenco
takes flight

Malashock thinks you can dance. John Malashock, that is. 
He is a native La Jollan and dancer who returned to San

Diego in 1984 after 10 years of  touring with such modern
dance troupes as Twyla Tharp. 

The purpose of  Malashock’s return at age 30 was to estab-
lish what he thought would be a “more normal” life for him-
self, his wife, Nina, and their son, Duncan. To that end,
Malashock even spent a few years in the world of  business.
But, he said, “You know how dance is — it called me back —
there was not much choice in the matter.” 

The last thing he expected to do was found his own
company.

In 1988, along came the irrepressible Malashock Dance,
and ever since, as a choreographer and dancer, Malashock
has produced some of  the city’s most exciting new works.

“Most people know that dance, as a profession, is for very
few people,” Malashock said. “But dance, as expression, can
be for anybody, that there is really nothing like it. It’s hum-
bling and it’s exhilarating and it teaches you things about
your capabilities and limitations. It is an exercise in life, no
question.” 

When the interviewer remarked how he’s grown,
Malashock laughed and said, “Yeah. Older. It’s amazing
how quickly you go from sort of  being the new kid to being
the old kid.”

Celebrities and pro dancers
For the past three years at Irwin M. Jacobs Qualcomm Hall,

Malashock Dance has produced a sold-out fundraiser titled
“Malashock Thinks You Can Dance.” 

Having outgrown the Qualcomm facility, the event is mov-
ing to the Birch North Park Theatre on Oct. 9. There are 700
seats to fill (200 more), so Malashock thinks readers and
dance fans must come share the fun.

Asked where the idea came from, Malashock said, “Out of
numerous people’s heads.” 

Around four years ago, he created a work titled “Fathom,”
and board member Russell King brought a guest to see it.
The guest was local resident and Champion Ballroom owner
Mary Murphy, who at the time had become rather famous as
a judge on television’s “So You Think You Can Dance.” 

“We began talking and thinking it would be nice to do an
event that involved Mary and drew on her knowledge,”
Malashock said.

In fact, Murphy was the onstage host at the first
“Malashock Thinks You Can Dance.”

Much like the popular TV dance shows, Malashock’s
fundraiser partners San Diego celebrities with professional
dancers in a friendly ballroom dance competition. Among this
year’s celebrity dance competitors are KFMB news anchor
Carlo Cecchetto, Channel 4 sports anchor John Weisbarth,
San Diego Asian Film Foundation executive director Lee Ann
Kim and Gente Bien magazine creative director Danitza Vil-
lanueva. 

http://www.twitter.com


Project ETHOS
Project ETHOS returned to San Diego

on Aug. 26 for a knockout fashion show
at FLUXX, the latest multi-million dollar
nightclub in the Gaslamp Quarter. This
was its second red carpet event held in
San Diego featuring emerging talent in
fashion, music and art.

Guests were able to purchase visual
art and accessories at the show. 

The evening began with a perfor-
mance by Sophia Fresh’s “This Instant”

from the “Step Up 3D” soundtrack. DJ
Robb Rockwell and Ayeena provided the
tunes for the evening. The fashion show
previewed the spring 2011 collections
of  seven designers: Molly B Bikinis,
Michael Mangiuno Design, Creative
Fashionista, Cardi-Wrap by Kymaro,
Blonde Peacock, and the show culmi-
nated with “Project Runway” alums
Jesus Estrada (Haus of  Estrada) and
Gordana Gehlhausen (GOGA by Gor-
dana).

Project ETHOS began five years ago in
Los Angeles and is the brainchild of
Jason Peskin, who is founder and CEO of
the project. This event closes the gap
between indie and mainstream, linking
these talented artists with the communi-
ty. Love Cures Cancer partnered with
Project ETHOS for the evening. Love
Cures Cancer is an organization dedicat-

ed to benefiting children with can-
cer by raising awareness while
working to find a cure. Project
ETHOS has venues in Los Angeles,
San Diego, San Francisco, Portland
and Scottsdale. For information on the
next project visit www.projectethos.com. 

‘Art of Fashion’
The third annual “The Art of  Fash-

ion” was presented by the Timken
Museum of  Art on Aug. 28 in Balboa
Park. The Timken partnered with Fash-
ion Careers College (FCC) and show-
cased 16 students and graduates of
FCC. They interpreted fashion designs
inspired by masterpieces from the
Timken’s permanent collection.

Anita Crider was this year’s 2010
event chair. Fashion chair was Patricia
O’Connor, who is the founder of  FCC.
Honorary chair was the international
fashion designer Zandra Rhodes, who
was on hand to meet the guests. Atten-
dees were able to enjoy cocktails and
hors d’oeuvres while viewing the mod-
els who were standing on cubes (‘en
tableaux’) in front of  the museum’s art-
work. As the evening progressed, the
models strolled through the museum
showing off  the fashions inspired by the
world-class art. This gave the guests a
chance to meet and mingle with the
models and designers.

Proceeds from this event support
educational programs at the Timken
Museum of  Art. This marvelous
museum focuses on European old
masters’ paintings, Russian icons
and American art. Admission is
always free. For more information,
visit www.timkenmuseum.org

‘Second Hand Rose’
The Angels of  Aseltine presented

“Second Hand Rose … Memories are

Made of  This” on Sept. 15 at the Town
& County Resort and Convention Cen-
ter.  During the social hour, a boutique
was set up with more than 1,000 resale
fashion items. These name-brand
designer clothes included handbags,
shoes and jewelry. Buying gently-worn
clothes is a way to be ecofriendly and
help the earth’s carbon footprint. The
shoppers all loved the great prices as
well as the fabulous fashions.

Yvonne Lindroth Silva chaired this
fun event. The luncheon and fashion
show began with a fabulous rendition of
“Second Hand Rose” performed by Bon-
nie Wainwright.

Carol Le Beau was mistress of  cere-
monies, narrating the fashion show and
adding her witty dialogue. The models
for the runway were local celebrities
wearing designer clothing such as
Chanel, St. John Knits and Naeem Khan.
Immediately following this delightful
fashion show, all the lightly-worn
clothes were for sale in the boutique.

The event was in memory of  Betty
Mabee, who passed away earlier this
year. Mabee was a businesswoman, a
leader in the community, a world-
renowned horse breeder and founding
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VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE BUSINESSES
The Downtown News Annual Readers Choice Awards voting has begun! 

This is your chance to name your favorite businesses in Downtown San Diego!  
Winners will be published in a special supplement to the Downtown News this

January.
• Please complete at least 50% of the ballot.       • One ballot per person.

• Ballots must be submitted online, or hand-delivered, by November 24th, 2010

VOTING ENDS NOVEMBER 24th
CONTACT INFO (must be filled out for your votes to be counted):
Name:                                                                                                                                                 

Address:                                                                        City / Zip:                           

Daytime phone:  (      )                                                                                           

RESTAURANTS
American 
Appetizer 
Bagel Shop 
Bakery 
Bar 
BBQ 
Beer Selection 
Best wine selection
Breakfast 
Burger 
Burrito 
Cafe / Coffee shop 
Catering 
Chicken Wings
Chinese Restaurant 
Comfort Food 
Deli / Cheese Shop 
Desserts 
Dinner 
Early Bird Special 
Family restaurant 
Fish Taco 
French 
Frozen yogurt 

Greek 
Happy Hour 
Ice Cream / Gelato
Irish 
Italian 
Juice Bar 
Late Night Eatery
Live Music & Dancing
Lunch 
Margarita 
Martini 
Mexican Restaurant 
Most Romantic 
New Restaurant
Nightclub
Ocean View 
Overall service 
Overall Restaurant 
Patio dinning 
Pet Friendly Restaurant 
Pizza 
Place for a B-day Party 
Place to go on a Budget 
Place to People Watch 
Rooftop Bar 

Sandwich 
Seafood 
Sports Bar 
Steak 
Sushi 
Thai 
Vietnamese 
Wine Bar

SHOPPING / SERVICES
Architect 
Art gallery 
Auto repair 
Bank 
Bicycle shop 
Bookstore 
Chiropractor 
Computer Repair 
Contractor 
Day spa 
Dentist 
Eye wear 
Financial Planner
Florist 
Furniture store 

Hair Salon 
Hardware Store
Hat Shop 
Hotel 
Interior Design 
Jewelry store 
Men's apparel 
Nail Salon
Optometrist / Ophthalmologist 
Pet hospital / Vet 
Pet store 
Pilates
Place to buy jeans 
Place with unusual gifts 
Printer 
Resale shop 
Shipping / Packaging 
Shoe store 
Tax Prep
Web Design
Women's apparel 
Workout Spot
Yoga

VOTE ONLINE AT SANDIEGODOWNTOWNNEWS.COM

Please mail your ballot to
DTNRCA

4645 Cass St.
San Diego, CA 92109

Or, vote online at

www.SanDiegoDowntownNews.com

Fashion
Files

Diana Cavagnaro

Emerging talent, art-inspired creations, Second Hand Rose

SEE FASHION, Page 20

Models show off fashions from GOGA Gordana Gelhausen of “Project Runway 6” at the
Fluxx Fashion Show. DIANA CAVAGNARO | Downtown News

http://www.projectethos.com
http://www.timkenmuseum.org
http://www.SanDiegoDowntownNews.com


We’ve fallen into fall at last, and
along with the shorter days come
longer nights, which afford cool plea-
sure as follows:

At Sushi
• 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 22: The San

Francisco-based Sqwonk is a dynamic
and adventurous ensemble devoted to

exploring the full expressive range of
the bass clarinet, from deep resonances
to raucous wails. Sushi Contemporary
Performance and Visual Arts, 390
11th at J Street, $10-$15,
www.sushiart.org or phone (619)
235-8466.

At the Old Globe
• Through Nov. 7: Scott Schwartz

stages two poignant coming-of-age
comedies by Neil Simon, “Brighton
Beach Memoirs” and “Broadway
Bound,” alternating in repertory Tues-
days-Sundays, $20-$85,
www.theoldglobe.org or phone (619)
239-2255 for schedule.  
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YES we rent & sell men’s
designer suits & sport coats

YES we have a complete
line of accessories to make
you fashionably correct for
any occasion

YES all of our 
merchandise is in stock
and available for same
day service

YES we rent and sell
men’s designer tuxedosA BETTER DEAL

TUXEDOS & SUITS

858.551.6044
369 Birdrock Ave. 
@ La Jolla Blvd.
www.abdtuxedo.com

HALLOWEEN HEADQUARTERS FOR

TUXedos&suits

$SALE!

Austyn Myers as Eugene Jerome and Karen Ziemba as Kate Jerome in Neil Simon’s “Brighton
Beach Memoirs” at The Old Globe through Nov. 7. Photo by HENRY DiROCCO

SEE ARTS, Page 20

THE LIVELY

ARTS
Charlene Baldridge

Sqwonk, ‘Crossing Borders’
and Neil Simon comedies

http://www.sushiart.org
http://www.theoldglobe.org
http://www.abdtuxedo.com


member of  The Angels of  Aseltine Aux-
iliary. The Aseltine School has been in
San Diego since 1968, and serves the
needs of  emotionally-disturbed and
learning-disabled students, making it
possible for them to lead independent
and fulfilling lives. For more informa-
tion, visit www.aseltine.org.

Upcoming events
Oct. 15, 2010-April 15, 2011: “Dress-

ing the Part: Costume Design at the
Old Globe” — San Diego History Cen-
ter collaborates with the Old Globe for
an Interactive Exhibit. For informa-
tion, call Christianne Penunuri at
(619) 820-0960. 

Oct. 21: Zandra Rhodes presents
Stardust Glamour Collection at the
Westgate Hotel at 11:30 a.m. For

reservations call (619) 557-3655.
Nov. 6: Leonard Simpson’s 10 Best

Dressed List & Fashion Show at the
Ronald McDonald House to benefit
The Ronald McDonald House. Call
Fashion Forward at (619) 508-0216.

Nov. 13: Annual Golden Hanger
Fashion Awards Gala at the Town &
Country Resort & Convention Center.
For more information call (619) 275-
4700.

— Diana Cavagnaro is a nationally-
recognized hat designer and milliner.
She has operated a fashion business for
28 years, the last 18 years in the
Gaslamp Quarter. She has been teach-
ing in the fashion department at San
Diego Mesa College for 18 years. Diana
is a member of  the Gaslamp Quarter
Association, The American Sewing
Guild, the San Diego Costume Council
and the Fashion Group International.
www.aheadproductions.com

FASHION
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At San Diego Museum of Art
• 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 19: Art of

Elan’s “Crossing Borders” is inspired by
Luis Jimenez’s sculpture “Border Cross-
ing.” Hear Latin-American and Cuban
music by Joaquin Rodrigo and Gabriela
Frank, plus Javier Alvarez’s string
quartet, created to accompany an art
installation in a Mexican subway sta-
tion. Hibben Gallery, San Diego Muse-
um of  Art, Balboa Park, $20-$25 (stu-
dents $10), www.artofelan.org or
(619) 692-2081.

At Copley Symphony Hall
• Oct. 8-10: Internationally-

renowned flutist Sir James Galway
plays Mozart’s Concerto No. 2 for Flute

and Orchestra. Also featured, the
world premiere of  Marvin Hamlisch’s
“San Diego,” Bizet’s “Carmen” Fantasy,
and Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony
No. 5 in D Minor. 

• Oct.  22-24: Dvorak’s New World
Symphony and Erich Korngold’s Violin
Concerto. 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday; 2
p.m. Sunday; Copley Symphony Hall,
Seventh and B Street, $20-$96,
www.sandiegosymphony.com or (619)
235-0804.

At SD Repertory Theatre
• Through Oct. 17: Athol Fugard’s

enchanting play, “The Road to Mecca,”
about one woman’s creation of
beauty in her back yard, directed
by Todd Salovey, starring Kandis
Chappell. 7 p.m. Wednesdays; 8 p.m.
Thursdays-Saturdays; 7 p.m. Sundays;
2 p.m. Saturdays-Sundays; Lyceum
Space, San Diego Repertory, 79 Horton
Plaza, $29-$47, www.sdrep.org or
(619) 544-1000.
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SIR JAMES GALWAY  
Courtesy San Diego Symphony

A model wears Alyssa Mansfield’s design inspired by Claude-Joseph Vernet’s 
painting “A Seaport at Sunset.” DIANA CAVAGNARO | Downtown News

http://www.aseltine.org
http://www.aheadproductions.com
http://www.artofelan.org
http://www.sandiegosymphony.com
http://www.sdrep.org


The Scott White Contemporary Art
Gallery is located at 939 Kalmia St. at
the north end of  Little Italy. It is an aus-
tere, polished and technical-looking,
gray building covered with numerous
small stainless steel panels which are
bolted to the facade. According the
gallery assistant, Haley Crone, the idea
behind the lack of  external “fancy frills”
is to help “cleanse the visual palette” to
make for better viewing of  the art inside.

The interior of  the gallery space is a
large, high-ceiling, L-shaped room with
wooden rafters, a cement floor and
white walls. There is an elevating door
large enough for a car to drive through,
lots of  empty space and a “newness” or
“just built” feeling, as if  the construc-
tion cleanup crew had just left. This
could be a motorcar showroom for
Maserati or Ferrari, and, indeed, this
is the class and caliber of  the art that
White, who has been in the modern art
business for 30 years, likes to show.
White sells modern art that exempli-
fies taste, class and distinction; and
whose ownership conveys the idea of
“cultural capital.”

On view now and continuing until
Nov. 6 at Scott White is a show called
“New School Cool,” which features the
paintings of  DeWain Valentine and the
sculptures of  Eric Johnson. This show
is the update of  an art movement which
began in the 1960s called variously
“Light & Space,” “Finish Fetish” or “Cool
School,” exemplified by artists such as
Robert Irwin, Craig Kauffman, James
Turrell and Valentine, with Eric Johnson
joining later in the 1970s. This move-
ment was characterized by a focus on
perception, vision, and illusion, and
made use of  modern, industrial, often
highly-toxic materials such as acrylic,
resin and lacquers, which were used to
create impeccably-flawless, glossy sur-
faces of  bright colors. The materials
were borrowed from the industries that
helped create the Southern California
culture of  polished classic cars, hot rods
and surfboards. Now, 50 years later,
Valentine and Johnson have joined
forces to showcase the progression of
this movement and take it into the 21st
century.

Valentine, who said he is “fascinated
with transparency, reflection and light,”
has five paintings in the exhibit, with
titles such as “Vertical Skyline 001,”
“006,” and “007.” They are 6-foot-by-
4-foot, made of  acrylic 3-inches-thick,
and sprayed with acrylic auto paint.
Each has a slit in the middle to allow
light to pass behind the painting, which
helps to create some unique visual
effects. The coloration is a subtle whitish
translucence with a pinkish tint or hue
around the edges. These are very subtle
works, with their prime value in the way
light plays on them. They could be

thought of  as a slice of  the sky or the
sunset in the whiteness of  the Antarctic. 

As Valentine said, “I have always
wished I had a magic tool to cut sec-
tions out of  the sky and seas.”

Johnson, who claims to “use a full
array of  auto tools and pigments,” has
nine sculptures in the exhibit. Three
look like large DNA strands, two like
twisted and swollen power boat pro-
pellers and three like giant, colorful corn
kernels. Each is composed of  resin
(sometimes with added materials) and
has a rich color and a glossy surface.
Johnson’s ninth sculpture, which is the
centerpiece of  the entire show, is a 12
1/2-foot-high black DNA strand
attached to a circular base made of
resin and polyester, with the name
“Pinkie of  Bob,” which is a humorous
reference to fellow artist Robert Irwin. 

Gallery hours are Tuesdays through
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For further
information see scottwhiteart.com or
call (819) 501-5689.
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‘New Cool School’ artists exhibit at Scott White Gallery
BY WILL BOWEN | DOWNTOWN NEWS

“Beauregard,” left, and “Andre,” right, are two works by Eric Johnson, who has nine sculptures in the “New School Cool” show at Scott White Contemporary Art Gallery. 
WILL BOWEN | Downtown News
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Folklorico De La Luna will captivate audiences
Fiesta De Reyes is the place “where

history lives and the fiesta lasts forev-
er,” according to its slogan. History will
take center stage for three Saturdays, as
eight troupes of  ballet Folklorico
dancers compete for the top prize at the
Folklorico De La Luna. 

On Oct. 16, 23 and the grand finale
on Nov. 6, dancers will be competing
for the chance to win a $1,000 grand
prize.  

The competition is from 1 to 5 p.m.
and celebrates the traditional, lively
dance of  Ballet Folklorico. Each of  the
three performances will feature a head-
lining Latin group to complete the day’s
entertainment. 

Well-known local performers,
Chunky y los Alacranes, will the take
the stage on Oct. 1. Trio de los Ticos will

perform Oct. 23 and widely acclaimed
professional Ballet group Tijuan will cap
the finale’s performances on Nov. 6.

Each dance troupe is from San Diego
County. All troupes will compete, but
only four will make it through to the
grand finale round. The history of  the
dance will be shared with those in atten-
dance throughout the performances. 

Folklorico is a folkloric ballet dance.
Elegant female dancers with exquisite
make-up and beautiful hair make the
purposeful movement seem whimsical
against the rhythm of  the music. The
dresses, when held up to show the
unique foot movement, form a near cir-
cle, edged by ruffles and vibrant colors. 

It is referred to as the dress of  Jalisco,
with the “j” pronounced like an airy
“h,” which rolls off  the tongue. 

Male dancers wear black pants and a
matching wide brimmed hat. Typically
a red tie is worn, which only adds to the
drama of  the choreographed dance.

The three-day event is free and open
to the public. 

Fiesta De Reyes is tucked away at the
northeast end of  Old Town State Park,
and lined with linen-colored authentic
pueblo structures. It is near Wallace and
Calhoun streets and is one block from
the Old Town Trolley Station. Casa de
Reyes, Barra Barra Saloon and even
near-by El Fandango are three delicious
restaurants in the vicinity. Fiesta De
Reyes also boasts 16 specialty shops
open daily from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

For more information call (619) 297-
3100 or visit www.fiestadereyes.com or
text “Fiesta” to 53137.   

ENJOY THE COLORS & BEAUTY OF OLD TOWN

BEAUTIFUL MEXICAN ART FEATURING DAY OF THE DEAD
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Old Town State Park will honor Dia De
Los Muertos, Day of  the Dead, on Nov. 1
and 2 and the public is invited to join in the
festivities that will honor the deceased.

Tradition dictates, that on the day of  the
dead, the living will honor those who have
passed on with altars lined with food, drink,
marigolds and maybe even a gift or two for
the welcomed spirits. Bread is often one of
the items on the altar as are colorful skulls,
pictures of  saints and the deceased. Baked
breads, candles and figurines also will grace
the altar-tops.  

Day of  the Dead pays homage to the
presence of  the dead among the living and
is a colorful tribute to the California’s own
Mexican heritage. 

“We want to give our guests a sense of
traveling back into time,” said event orga-
nizer and manager of  El Fandango Mexi-
can Restaurant, Marco Puente. 

Numerous altars will be set-up through-
out the park. More than 25 local business-
es, museums, and community organiza-
tions will create the traditional Mexican
altars and offerings to the dead. Some of
the altars will honor historic figures from
Old Town’s past. 

Puente added that in addition to an altar,
the entrance to El Fandango Mexican
Restaurant will have floral archways in the
front and back of  the restaurant to wel-
come the spirits in and staff  will have paint-
ed faces to symbolize the spirit presence. 

By 11 a.m. the altars will be ready for
viewing throughout the park. Restaurants
will offer specialty food and drinks. The fes-
tivities will also include poetry readings
and musical offerings as well.       

The area is no stranger to spirits and
ghosts as the Cosmopolitan Hotel has a
room it rents out to the not so feint of  heart
who do not mind the presence of a ghost or
two. Spirits and more brave souls swarm
the haunted Whaley House as well. 

Dia De Los Muertos is a true celebra-
tion of life and death that speak to everyone
who has lost somebody. It serves as a
chance to pay homage to the spirits who
have passed and a welcome is offered to let
them know that they are still thought of. 

Puente said that Old Town is the birth-
place of  California, a proud sentiment that
will be visible to guests on Dia De Los Muer-
tos. 

A special candlelight procession from
the Whaley House Museum to El Campo
Cemetery will take place on Nov. 1 at 8
p.m. and the public is welcome to join. It
will also serve as the public’s opportunity to
leave offerings of  their own for lost loved
ones among the gravesites of  the Old
town’s earliest families.  

Free, tour maps of  the altars will 
be available and online at 
oldtownsandiego.org, otsguide.com or  
whaleyhouse.org. Print the map and then
join the celebration and learn about Mexi-
can heritage. 

Dia De Los Muertos celebrations 
will enchant and educate

The traditional  Ballet Folklorico costumes are voluminous and colorful, and are meant to be  swirled and swept while the dance is being
performed.  

ENJOY OCTOBER IN 
OLD TOWN

Enjoy spooky events this Halloween season
at one of the most haunted areas in San
Diego, Old Town San Diego State Historic
Park and Fiesta de Reyes.

SÉANCE AT THE SEELEY STABLE Old Town
San Diego State Historic Park will be hosting
“Séance at the Seeley Stable. Madam
Stolichnaya will attempt to summon “real
live” ghosts. every Friday & Saturday in Oct.
and the 31st at 6 & 7:30 p.m.   Adults are
$10 per ticket and children 12 to 18: $5.00.
Visit brownpapertickets/event/12812 or call
619-220-5422. 

GHOST TOURS Michael Brown leads San
Diego’s only real ghost tours. Every Thursday
through Sunday in October. Walking tours
begin at 9 p.m. in front of the Fiesta de
Reyes fountain. Adults are $19 and children
6-12 are $10. Kids 5 and under free. 
Visit: oldtownsmosthaunted.com/

OLD TOWN THEATRE: QUOTH THE RAVEN 
October 16 at 12:30 p.m. and on Monday
evening, October 18, at 7 p.m.  $15 for
adults and $13 for students, seniors and
active military. Visit: writeoutloudsd.com/ 

OLD TOWN THEATRE: WAR OF THE
WORLDS Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. at the Old Town
Theatre. $10 for all ages. Visit, cygnetthe-
atre.com  or call (619) 337-1525. 

COSTUME BALL AT THE COSMOPOLITAN
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT The newly
opened Cosmopolitan Hotel and Restaurant
is hosting the Old Town’s scariest party of
the year. Complete with costume contests,
flowing food and live music, this will be the
place to be for Halloween eve night. Hap-
pening Saturday, Oct. 30 from 9 p.m. to 11
p.m., tickets are $25 per person. Visit old-
towncosmopolitan.com/ or call (619) 297-
1874.

MOVIE NIGHT AND COSTUME CONTEST
Bring lawn chairs, blankets and your bravest
face and enjoy a family-rated spooky movie

under the stars. The movie night will be held
Friday, Oct. 29, and Saturday, Oct. 30 at 8
p.m. in the Fiesta de Reyes courtyard. Before
the movie on Saturday, there will be a cos-
tume contest for all ages featuring prizes
from merchants in the park for the various
categories of costumes.  Admission is free.

TRICK-OR-TREAT Trick-or-treaters are
invited to come out Saturday , Oct. 30, and
Sunday Oct. 31. from 4 p.m. to 6:30 to col-
lect goodies from participating shops and
museums throughout the park. Admission
for this is free.

LIVE STORYTELLING The haunting will
continue with a live storytelling of Old
Town’s Legend of Sleepy Hollow at 6:30
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 28 and at 8 p.m. on
Sunday, Oct. 31.

Fiesta de Reyes, Old Town San Diego State Park, Write
Out Loud, Cygnet Theater and the Old Town Merchants
Association sponsor the preceding events. Free parking
is available in the Caltrans parking lot on Taylor Street in
Old Town after 5 p.m. on weekdays and all day on
weekends. For more information about any of these
events, visit Fiestadereyes.com or call 619-297-3100. 

http://www.fiestadereyes.com


Nine men who personified
advancement in aviation will be
inducted into the San Diego Air and
Space Museum’s Hall of  Fame on
Oct. 23.

It’s the 47th year that achieve-
ments in historic phases of  flight will
be celebrated.

The list of  honorees include actor-
pilot Harrison Ford, Apollo 12 astro-
naut Alan Bean, planner Joe Clark,
General Atomics’ Linden Blue,
Northrop Drummond’s Robert
Mitchell, Sensor Systems Si Robin,
the late adventurer Steve Fossett, and
Theodore Gildred and Theodore
Edmonds Gildred of  Friendship
Flights to Ecuador.

The special guest will be Gene Cer-
nan, last man to walk on the moon.

“We’re especially pleased to honor
the Class of  2010 because these pio-
neers have not only pushed back the
frontiers of  air and space explo-
ration, they’ve also become strong,
positive role models for today’s
youth,” said Jim Kidrick, museum
president and CEO. “Aviation and
space exploration, as embodied by
the people we honor in our Hall of
Fame, is a metaphor for the Ameri-
can pioneering spirit.”

He said achievements by such
men should inspire today’s children
to tackle the tough science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math chal-
lenges which lie ahead.

The Hall of  Fame includes hun-
dreds of  pilots, engineers, inventors
and innovators, along with adven-
turers, scientists, industry leaders

and famous flying pioneers.
Notable inductees have included

Jack Northrop, William Boeing,
Reuben H. Fleet, Glenn Curtiss, Wal-
ter Zable Sr., Fran Bera, Wally
Schirra, Bill Anders, Jim Lovell, T.
Claude Ryan, Jimmy Doolittle Jr.,
Frederick Rohr and Waldo Water-
man.

Ford, winner of  numerous acting
awards, is a licensed pilot who, in
July 2000, rescued a stranded hiker
near his Wyoming ranch from his
helicopter. He is spokesman for the Air-
craft Owners and Pilots Association to
help promote general aviation in the
U.S. transportation industry.

Capt. Alan Bean, a naval test pilot,
was the lunar module pilot on Apol-
lo 12 and landed in the moon’s
Ocean of  Storms on the second
manned lunar landing.

Joe Clark helped form Aviation
Partners Boeing to explore placing
winglets on 737s. Today, more than
500 Boeing 737s are outfitted with
blended winglets.

Theodore Gildred and ambassador
Ted Gildred, inspired by Charles Lind-
bergh, made solo Freedom Goodwill
Flights from San Diego to Ecuador in
1931 and 1986.

Linden Blue is vice chairman of
General Atomics in San Diego and
past president of  the Green Founda-
tion (geophysics and planetary
physics); board member of  the
National Parks Foundation and
chairman of  the Airports and Air-
ways Committee, General Aviation
Manufacturers Association.

Nine chosen for Air & Space
Museum Hall of Fame
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Though winners are determined by
audience vote, celebrity judges are Brian
Malarkeyof  “Top Chef ” and San Diego
radio personality Jerry Cesak. Yolanda
S. Walther-Meade is event chair. Hon-
orary chairs are MayorJerry Sanders, Rana

SampsonandDea and Osborn Hurston.
Comedianemcee is Monique Marvez.

VIP ticket holders will enjoy 6:30 p.m.
pre-show cocktails and hors d’oeuvres.
The competition commences at 8 and
all attendees are invited to a post-show
“Meet the Dancers” party with coffee
and dessert. Tickets range from $50
to $150. Proceeds from “Malashock
Thinks You Can Dance!” benefit

Malashock Dance Education Out-
reach and Scholarship programs,
which serve more than 2,500 stu-
dents at area schools,inBalboa Park and
at Malashock’s Liberty Station studio.
The Birch North Park Theatre is located
at 2891 University Avenue, San Diego.
For more information and tickets, go to
www.malashockdance.org/think
syoucandance.  

DANCE
CONTINUED FROM Page 17

She also founded Academia Flamenco Arana and Compa-
nia Flamenco Arana, the groups of  pro and student dancers
who will perform with her in the upcoming show. Since 2007,
she has been teaching weekly flamenco classes to all levels of
dancers in the studio on Garnet Avenue. All classes have live
music, guitarists, and occasionally singers who drop in simply
for the love of  flamenco.

It’s this same love of  flamenco that brought together a
cadre of  flamenco artists to the closing party for the original
Café Sevilla on Sept. 26.

“The mood was not somber at all. Everybody’s happy about
the new location,” said Eric van den Haute, CEO of  Café Sevil-
la. “But, it was [sad] leaving those walls. That 23 years. Some
that were there performed at Café Sevilla on opening night.”

Van den Haute, who has served as CEO since 1992, said
that while the new location will have upgrades, such as an ele-
vated stage, camera and screen equipment so that attendees
can better see the elaborate footwork of  flamenco dancers, it
will stay true to its roots.

“We’re trying to keep exactly the same feel and concept
with the tapas bar, restaurant and nightclub, and the flamen-
co performances,” said van den Haute. “The most important
part is we stay being the flagship of  where the flamenco artists
can perform.”

In addition to dinner shows and a tapas bar, Café Sevilla will
continue to have a sit-down restaurant and nightclub with
free Salsa lessons, live bands and DJs, and will be a larger and
newer space for flamenco and Spanish culture to grow.

And growing it is. 
“Flamenco is gaining in popularity. Every year it gets bigger,

has more exposure and is easier to access,” said Cobarrubia.
“When I was young, I had to walk 10 miles in the snow to fla-
menco class.”

Quite a feat, especially with nails in the bottom of
her pumps.

“Flamenco: Pasado y Presente” will also feature special
guest Sara Olivar, a former San Diego flamenco dancer who
now resides in London. Adult tickets are $22 in advance; $25
at the door; $17 in advance/$20 at the door for children 12
and under, and are available at www.brownpapertickets.com.
For more information, call (619) 549-3212 or visit
www.flamencoarana.com. Café Sevilla has two other loca-
tions in Riverside and Long Beach. For restaurant or dinner
show information, visit www.cafesevilla.com.

FLAMENCO
CONTINUED FROM Page 17

Darci Manzo strikes a dramatic pose as she performs the motions of
a flamenco routine. Photo by BRUCE MEYER

BY JOHNNY MCDONALD | DOWNTOWN NEWS

SEE MUSEUM, Page 30
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It is always beneficial to work on a
travel film. They are treated as any film-
ing except there is a direct benefit to San
Diego. In other words, there is something
beyond hotel room nights, local hires
and services used. Travel films present a
free promotional film that is marketed by
other cities, states and countries and we
can sit back and enjoy the tourism it
attracts. Bumper 2 Bumper filmed a trav-
el film in San Diego and the focus was
Balboa Park, our local museums and our
wonderful Gaslamp Quarter. And that’s
not all.  The crew had dinner after film-
ing at Bourbon Street and they were
seen bar hopping.  Additionally, the
San Diego Convention Center and
Visitors Bureau hired a local produc-
tion company to shoot icon locations in
San Diego for promotional opportuni-
ties.  The Embarcadero, the Gaslamp
Quarter and Old Town were of  special
interest to their project.  

We had several catalog shoots film-
ing downtown. They don’t create as
much impact, with usually one camera
and four to five crew people. Engineer-
ing Fitness International, formally
known as Total Gym, shot its new prod-
uct catalog downtown.  

The Food Network spent 15 days film-
ing a cooking show called “Mexican
Made Easy” in Point Loma. Fifteen local
crew people were hired and they even
hired a local chef.  Sixty-eight rooms
were booked for the rest of  the crew.
Sometimes the Film Commission will
“pitch” these shows to come and film
here. We create a sample budget with the
incentives we can offer such as no permit
fee, free public properties and 24/7 ser-
vice. Having these kind of  reality shows
are good for San Diego and they are fun
to actually see on the Food Network.
HGTV is a regular also, so we are always
on the lookout for a project that pro-
motes our local icon locations and at the
same time, at no cost to San Diego!

— Cathy Anderson is the president
and CEO of  the San Diego Film Com-
mission, and film commissioner of  San
Diego. Anderson has earned a national
reputation for developing programs to
foster the growth of  the production
industry in the region, and for  making
America’s Finest City “Hollywood
South” for more than 23 years.

EVENTS24 OCTOBER 2010
SAN DIEGO DOWNTOWN NEWS

Please call 858-268-3999 for more information 
and visit our websites:

www.sandiegobahai.org • www.bahai.org

Informal gatherings 
every evening of the week.

Call for more information:
(858) 454-5203 • (858) 274-0178

San Diego Bahá'í Faith

9:30 am – 10:00 am 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
Multi-Faith 

Devotional Program
Introductory Talk 

& Discussion

Or join us on Sunday at the

San Diego Baha’i Center
6545 Alcala Knolls Dr. (Off Linda Vista Rd)

The Natural History Museum
and its neighbor across the
street, the Reuben H. Fleet Sci-
ence Center, will be dealing with
objects of  continuous curiosity.
The museum will unveil its
exhibit on Lizards and Snakes
Alive, Oct. 16, while the science
center will open its second phase
of  Kid City, the latter dealing
with the human version of
crawling tots.

“The (Lizards and Snakes)
exhibition teaches us about the
vast diversity, from delicate geck-
os to ferocious-looking ven-
omous snakes,” said Bradford D.
Hollingsworth, Ph.D., Depart-
ment of  Herpetology curator
and a major collaborator on the
exhibition at the Natural Histo-
ry Museum. “Lizards and snakes
make up an amazing success
story in the animal kingdom.
They are no more prehistoric
than modern mammals are from
their ancestors.”

Others agree.
“Our fascination with lizards

and snakes starts early and
endures throughout life,” said
Dr. Michael Hager, president and
CEO of  the San Diego Natural
History Museum. “It’s a great
family exhibition where curiosi-
ty about nature is nourished.
Teaching careful observation
and learning about fascinating
strategies for survival are key
ingredients in the development
of  careers in science.”

Meanwhile, at the Fleet Sci-
ence Center’s Kid City, preschool

children ages 5 years and
younger will be provided an
infant crawling stage for explo-
ration, starting, Oct. 23. A vari-
ety of  slopes, bumps and soft sur-
faces should contribute to the
development of  motor skills for
children who visit.

Rubber flooring will simulate
roadways and sidewalks while
carpeted surfaces will serve as
grassy areas. An added educa-
tional benefit of  the new floor-
ing is that it will provide an
opportunity for parents to teach
children about street safety,
complete with a stoplight and
other roadway warning signs.

The Kid City exhibition is
made possible by gifts and grants
from the Donald C. and Elizabeth
M. Dickinson Foundation, the
Nierman Family Fund at the San
Diego Jewish Community Foun-
dation, the Mandell Weiss Char-
itable Trust and sponsorships
from ScholarShare College Sav-
ings Plan and Fidelity Invest-
ments and an anonymous
donor. 

Noteworthy: Comprised of  nearly
100 works by Henri de Toulouse-
Lautrec, the Baldwin M. Baldwin
collection pays tribute to an extraor-
dinary modern artist and one of  the
San Diego Museum of  Art’s fore-
most patrons shown together in
San Diego for the first time in 26
years. Toulouse-Lautrec’s Paris pro-
vides a last-look at this first-class
collection of  paintings, drawings,
prints and posters before the muse-
um begins a campaign to conserve
and digitize these important works. 

What’s happening at Balboa Park
BY JOHNNY MCDONALD | DOWNTOWN NEWS

BY CATHY ANDERSON

World-renowned orchestra set to perform in San Diego
La Jolla Music Society will kick off  its

Celebrity Orchestra Series with Dresden
Staatskappelle, one of  the oldest orches-
tras in the world, on Thursday, Oct. 28
at 8 p.m. in Copley Symphony Hall.   

The “Kappelle,” founded by Prince
Elector Moritazvon Sachsen in 1548, is
believed to be the only orchestra in con-
tinuous existence for more than 450
years. The orchestra will perform

Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7 in A
Major and Schumann’s Overature to
“Manfred,” led by conductor Daniel
Harding and accompanied by pianist
Rudolf  Buchbinder.   

Classically-trained pianist and dean
of  graduate studies at the University of
California, San Diego, Steven Cassedy,
will host “Preludes,” a pre-concert lec-
ture highlighting the evolution of

Romanticism from Beethoven to Shu-
mann. The pre-concert lecture and per-
formance will begin at 7 p.m. and is free
to all ticket-holders. 

Copley Symphony Hall is located at
750 B St. Tickets to the concert are $25
to $95. To purchase tickets, call the La
Jolla Music Society box office at (858)
459-3728 or visit www.LJMS.org.

What’s filming 
downtown

Travel films always beneficial to San Diego

http://www.sandiegobahai.org
http://www.bahai.org
http://www.LJMS.org
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Muscle cars such at this Plymouth Roadrunner will be out in force at this year’s Fifth Avenue
Auto Showcase on Sunday, Oct. 10. Photo by ART BOWEN

A spectacular showcase of sleek
European exotics, vintage motorcycles
and cutting-edge hybrid cars will on dis-
play at the Gaslamp Quarter’s second
annual Fifth Avenue Auto Showcase
this Sunday, Oct. 10 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. More than 120 cars, motorcycles,
and horseless carriages will be on dis-
play on Fifth Avenue between E and K
streets against the Gaslamp Quarter’s
Victorian-style architecture.

Attendees and exhibitors can vote on
the most stunning or unique car to win
the “People’s Choice Award.”

Last year, the event drew a crowd of
more than 10,000 people, and this
year is expected to be even bigger. For
the first time, the luxurious Keating

Hotel is giving visitors a chance to win
a weekend VIP package. The winner
will receive a pampered weekend pack-
age that includes a one-night stay at
the hotel the night before the show,
two passes for complimentary
entrance and drinks at SWAY lounge,
and dinner for two at the MerK Bistro
Italiano on Sunday.

Avid car enthusiasts and casual
admirers alike are welcome to stroll
among some of the most stunning vin-
tage and contemporary automobiles in
San Diego at this free event. For more
information about the showcase visit
www.gaslamp.org/fifth-avenue-auto-
showcase.

— Mariko Lamb

Fifth Avenue Auto Showcase returns Sunday

Experience Portugal in an
after-hours celebration

This month, San Diego Museum of
Man’s (SDMoM) Tower After Hours
series will feature the rich cultural her-
itage of  Portugal from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Thursday, Oct. 28.  

This May marked the 100th
anniversary of  Festa do Espirito Santo,
the oldest Portuguese ethnic religious
celebration in San Diego. Tower After
Hours will help continue the festivities
by transforming the museum’s Grand
Rotunda into a center stage for Por-
tuguese cuisine, music, refreshments
and performing arts in Balboa Park
after the museum closes.  

Savor Mediterranean-style cuisine
flown directly from the Azores region
of  Portugal, dance to the Portuguese
folk music of  fado, or simply relax and
enjoy traditional Portuguese costumes
and festive atmosphere in the after-
hours celebration.  

Tickets are $10 for members, $15
for students and military, and $20 for
non-members and include entrance
into SDMoM, two drink tickets, food
tasting and cultural entertainment. 

SD Ballet sets 
anniversary gala

The San Diego Ballet will celebrate
its 20th anniversary on Friday, Oct. 22
with a special performance gala at
Lyceum Theatre in Horton Plaza from
6:30 to 10 p.m. 

The performance will showcase the
finest pieces from the dance company’s
decades-old repertoire. Founding direc-
tor Robin Sherertz-Morgan, a former
New York City Ballet dancer and
award-winning director and choreog-
rapher, provided the artistic direction
for the performance. Current perform-
ers in the ballet company include local
dancers from the San Diego School of
Ballet and featured dancers from the

U.S., Russia and Japan. Alumni
dancers from the company’s past will
also take part in the performance and
celebration. 

The celebration party will include
food from Urban Kitchens and desserts
created by Michele Coulon, desertier.
Tickets for the event are $100 and are
available by calling (619) 294-7378 or
e-mailing sandiegoballet@aol.com.

SDG&E gives away 
energy-saving kits

SDG&E is helping San Diego County
residents save money on their energy
and water bills by giving away free
Home Energy and Water Savings Kits.
The kit includes a low-flow shower-
head and three faucet aerators, which
will save families more than 6,000 gal-
lons of  water per year. The items are
easy to install and maintain a strong
pressure flow, while reducing water
usage by up to 11 percent.  

Less water usage also reduces the
amount of  energy used to heat the
water, resulting in lower water and
energy bills. The energy-saving kits
will be available at the Balboa Park Vis-
itors Center until Nov. 21.  

Organizers ask that residents bring
in proof  of  San Diego County residen-
cy, but do not bring in old showerheads
or aerators. The Balboa Park Visitors
Center is located in the House of  Hospi-
tality Building at 1549 El Prado and is
open seven days a week from 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

Poets compete for prizes
The Museum of  the Living Artist

will host the 3 for $300 Poetry and Art
Slam as part of  its Poetry and Art
series at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 13. 

This poetry/prose/visual art combi-
nation slam is open to all writers,
artists and performers in San Diego.
Performers can choose an artwork in
the museum’s current exhibit or, for
extra points, they can bring in their
own visual art that is connected in
some way to their poetry.  

Audience members will judge the
performances based on the poet’s per-

Upcoming events
D O N ’ T  M I S S  I T !

FOR MORE EVENT INFORMATION V ISIT,

SanDiegoDowntownNews.com
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By Nicole Sours Larson

Cats and birds together? No way!
That’s the most frequent reaction

when people hear of the unique con-
cept pioneered by Maria and Patrick
Brinson, owners of The Purring Par-
rot, the couple’s Point Loma cat and
bird resort located near Liberty Sta-
tion. 

The cheerful resort with its whim-
sically-painted cat rooms and aviary,
all designed by Patrick, bears little re-
semblance to dreary, old-fashioned
cage-filled boarding facilities. Here,
up to 15 visiting birds occupy the cen-
tral aviary and adjacent canopy room,
where they sit on perches and enjoy
interacting and playing with other
birds. 

Feline guests can watch the birds’
antics through the glass doors of their
individually decorated suites while
the cats snuggle on soft beds, splash
in their water fountains and chomp
on kitty grass. Thanks to soundproof
one-way glass, the cats can see the
birds, but the birds can’t see the cats. 

Merlin, Bean and Soda Pop, three of
the Brinsons’ five resident birds, do
“fly bys” past the cats’ rooms, provid-
ing extra “bird-o-vision” entertain-
ment. Shy or frightened cats can curl
up in a hidey-hole, conceal them-
selves behind drapery or climb car-
peted ramps to a high perch to avoid
curious and noisy birds.

The Brinsons ensure their feathered
and furry friends feel comfortable and
at home. They encourage the
guardians of The Purring Parrot’s

guests to bring their pet’s favorite
foods if different from the resort’s nor-
mal menu — along with favorite toys
and other items as reminders of
home.

Valerie Miller’s citron-crested um-
brella cockatoo (named Sydney) is a
regular day and overnight boarder at
The Purring Parrot. Miller said she
values the care, mental stimulation
and socialization Sydney receives as a
member of a flock of parrots.

“Maria and Patrick really have con-
sidered everything. They’re so well-
educated in the care of birds,” Miller
said. “Maria dances and sings with
the birds and makes foraging toys
and mechanical puzzles for them.”

During a recent visit, Maria coaxed
Roo, a Panama Amazon parrot, to
warble his favorite song, “Twinkle,

Twinkle, Little Star,” while Maria
tempted Roo’s companion, Linus (a
plum-headed parakeet), with a
plump strawberry and corn-on-the-
cob. Both birds weekly to socialize
with other parrots and overnight
when their guardians travel.

The Purring Parrot can accommo-
date up to about 45 cats and kittens in
18 double rooms and three larger
rooms comfortable for three to six
cats. They, too, receive at least three
visits a day, for housekeeping, brush-
ing, feeding and one-on-one playtime. 

“We check their litter boxes several
times a day,” Maria said. “The cats
quickly learn from others that if they
use their box or pretend to use it
they’ll get extra attention.”

Ragdoll regulars Lucky and Char-
lie enjoy popping between the two
rooms their parents reserve for them,
munching on their extra nightly-
baked chicken or tuna treat.

While most cats stay only a week or
two, or come when their homes are
tented for termite fumigation, the
Brinsons also care for longer-term
guests. A family of three — Eliza, Tess
and Isabelle — are all rescue kitties.
They are currently ensconced in a
quiet corner suite for a five-month
stay while their parents are overseas

on a temporary assignment. Maria ar-
ranges for “the girls” to send their
parents regular e-mails reporting their
activities, along with snapshots.

“We treat this as a human hotel,”
Maria said. “We refer to our residents
as our cat guests and bird guests.”

Maria said sometimes she arranges
transportation for her feline guests to
rejoin their parents abroad. Tom, an
orange American shorthair and fre-
quent Purring Parrot resident, will
soon move to Japan via Pet Movers
after his parents relocate. Recently,
Maria arranged transport for another
client’s cat to St. Kitt’s in the
Caribbean.

The Purring Parrot sells all of its cat
and bird amenities, from plush beds,
drinking fountains and toys for cats,
to perches and cages, special seed
mixes and brightly colored wooden
bird-toy components, all safely dyed
with human food-grade coloring. The
resort’s ebsite also features an online
store.

For information about lodging, cat
room photos and A live-streamed
aviary webcam video, visit 
thepurringparrot.com, or call (619)
223-2326. The Purring Parrot is lo-
cated at 3015 St. Charles Street, Suite D.

The Purring Parrot pampers cats, birds at Point Loma resort
PETS IN THE CITY26 OCTOBER 2010
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More than 100,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s annual
Little Italy Festa on Oct. 10 from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

This free event attracts visitors
from all over the country who want to
celebrate all things Italian, organiz-
ers said. The Festa is considered the
biggest single day Italian-American
event on the entire West Coast.  

“It gets bigger every year and it
gets more popular,” said Little Italy
Association executive director Marco
Limandri. “We have people come
from throughout the United States
who stay in hotels and make an
entire weekend of  it. The weather’s
always beautiful in San Diego in
October, so it gives them a reason for
coming here.”

Besides great weather, the Festa
also provides visitors an assortment of
entertainment options. Some of  the
simultaneous events going on include
a stickball tournament on Columbia
Street to crown this year’s Festa
champs. Meanwhile, visitors can
observe live artists creating authentic
Gesso Italian drawings in a chalk art
display on Date Street. People who
love food and competition can check

out the first Cannoli Eating Contest,
presented by Café Italia. 

Interested in cooking? Learn from
Infusion Culinary and the Little Italy
Mercato during a live cooking demon-
stration on Beech Street. Visitors can
also test their luck by purchasing a
raffle ticket in hopes of  winning two
round trip tickets to Italy on Alitalia
Airlines. For the 21 and over crowd, a
beer and wine garden by Karl Strauss
is the place to relax and socialize.
There will also be a children’s area
and an Italian motor sport show dur-
ing the family-friendly event.  

Not coincidentally, Festa takes
place during the long weekend of
Columbus Day. A lot of  families with
ties to the area use this time as a
chance to travel back in search of
familiar places and faces.

“It represents a homecoming of
sorts,” Limandri said. “There are a lot
old timers in San Diego and Southern
California that were either born or
went to school or were married or
buried their parents here in Little
Italy. When they come back, this is
the time they come and see the
changes in the neighborhood.” 

For more information, visit
www.littleitalysd.com or call (619)
233-3898.
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Annual Festa set for 10-10-10 in Little Italy
BY LEE CORNELL | DOWNTOWN NEWS

Festa participants parade through the streets of Little Italy during a previous celebration. COURTESY PHOTO

Gaslamp Locals Night 
to entice shoppers
Every third Wednesday of  the

month, Gaslamp retailers will feature
activities and special offers to encour-
age downtown residents and visitors
to frequent local Gaslamp Quarter
shops and liven up the district. 

Businesses participating in the
Gaslamp Quarter Locals, Lifestyle
and Design Tour will work in collab-
oration with the Gaslamp Quarter
Association to showcase their goods
and services by “activating” their
location. Activities at local business-
es will include a Wii tournament by
Murray Digital, an art exhibition by
Alexander Salazar Fine Arts and CJ
Gallery, and a free “Pilates Funda-
mentals” workshop by Hot Body
Pilates.  

The suggested starting point for
the tour is at the Fourth Avenue
Pocket Park on 410 Island Ave. From
there, weave your way down the
streets and stop in Andaz Hotel and
Wine Smarties for a free wine educa-
tion class or visit Bubbles … A Unique
Boutique and check out its local artist
jewelry trunk show. 

Upcoming Locals, Lifestyles and
Design Tour dates are Oct. 20,
Nov. 17, and Dec. 15 from 5 to 8
p.m. To register a local Gaslamp
business in the Tour, e-mail Tri-
cia@Gaslamp.org or call
(619_233-5227.

— Mariko Lamb

For Advertising Call

Deborah Vazquez
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You can’t train yourself out of a bad diet
HEALTH & FITNESS28 OCTOBER 2010
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FIT SAVVY
By Connie Cook | Guest Columnist

I know how you think. Especially on
Mondays as you make your way back
into the gym to sweat out all the sins of
the weekend. The birthday dinners,
happy hours and tailgate parties are sim-
ply the devil in disguise. They tempt your
taste buds and promise you instant hap-
piness while blocking all avenues of  rea-
son to your brain. 

“I’ll just work out extra hard next
week and burn it all off.” 

Well, weekend warrior, that might
sound like a great idea while you’re
slammin’ down another late night slice
or two of  pizza or guzzlin’ down anoth-
er locally-brewed beer. But guess what,
you can’t train yourself  out of  a bad diet
no matter how much blood, sweat and
tears you put out while trying.

Clean eating doesn’t mean brushing
the dirt off  the Ho Ho you just dropped
on the floor, nor does it mean washing
the grime off  your hands before you dive
into your chili cheese fries (though you
definitely should do both). I’d like to clear
up a few food fallacies and help you
understand the difference between
mindful eating to fuel your body and
mindless eating to deplete your cravings.

When you eat clean, you eat food that
is as close as possible to how it occurs in
nature, its natural state. (You eat the
potato, not the potato chip.) Once you
start changing the quality of  a natural-
ly-grown food by adding preservatives
to extend its shelf  life, or artificial flavors
to change its taste, you rob yourself  of
all the nutritional value food can pro-
vide and end up doing your body more
harm than good. 

The more processed your food is, the
harder it is for your body to digest,
absorb and eliminate it. Those fast food
burritos may go down quickly, but they
will take their sweet (or not so sweet)

time making their exit and slow things
down along the way. Processed foods,
like those hanging out in a vending
machine, offer your body very little
nutritional value and leave your body
feeling sluggish and depleted. Where are
you going to get the motivation to burn
off  your excessive calories when you
have the energy of  a two-toed sloth
stuck in the mud?

You’re not going to exercise your way
out of  a nutritionally-deficient body
when you haven’t given your body the
fuel it needs to perform. Food is energy,
and bad food can’t deliver good energy.
Unlike a car, your body derives fuel from
more than one source. Carbohydrates,
fats and sometimes proteins are your
body’s fuel sources. Your body will use
the fuel that is most available to it — in
other words, whatever you feed it. There-
fore, what you choose to eat determines
the quality of  the nutrients and energy
that you bring into your body.

Whether you’re sitting at your desk
daydreaming about winning the lotto,
or working out in cycling class, the fuel
your body uses comes from burning
mostly fat and carbohydrates. You
almost always burn a mix of  both. 

How hard you are moving during
exercise is one major determinant of
which fuel your body will use. Carbohy-
drates provide a faster energy source. So,
whenever you need to do something fast
or produce force, carbohydrates are the
better fuel. Fats are favored during long,
low-intensity activities. It’s not that you
stop using one or the other, it’s that the
ratio of  both shifts depending on your
activity. In more scientific terms, you
alternate between aerobic (more fat-
burning) and anaerobic (more carb-
burning) metabolism.

So what does all of  this have to do

with an overindulgent weekend? Here’s
the truth about the vodka soda you just
swigged down. The main effect of  alco-
hol is it reduces the amount of  fat your
body burns for energy. When you drink
any type of  alcohol, your body converts
the majority of  it into acetate, not fat.
Some evidence for this comes from
research carried in the American Jour-
nal of  Clinical Nutrition. Eight men were
given two drinks of  vodka and sugar-
free lemonade separated by 30 minutes.
Each drink contained less than 90 calo-
ries. Fat metabolism was measured
before and after consumption of  the
drink. For several hours after drinking
the vodka, whole body lipid oxidation (a
measure of  how much fat your body is

burning) dropped by a massive 73 per-
cent.

The study found that 95 percent of
the alcohol you consume is converted to
acetate by the liver and less than 5 per-
cent of  the alcohol you consume is con-
verted into fat. When this happens, your
body uses the sudden flood of  acetate
that is readily available as its fuel source
and burns that as opposed to burning
fat. In essence, acetate pushes fat to the
back of  the queue, and then ultimately
to your backside.

The best thing you can do for your
body is to eat the best food possible. At
Fit, we teach our members the 80/20
rule: 80 percent of  your body composi-
tion comes from what you eat and 20

percent comes from your workouts.
That’s why we created our new Food at
Fit program. Our members have the
opportunity to purchase fresh, organic
and perfectly balanced meals to help
them meet their fitness goals. 

Make the time you spend in the gym
quality time fueled by quality food. And
remember, meals don’t have to come in
a box to make you “happy.”

Connie Cook “C2”

Fitness Director

Fit Athletic Club
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formance and content of  the poetry.
Winners of  the competition will take
home $150 for first place, $100 for
second place or $50 for third place.
San Diego poet, host and DJ Gill
S.O.T.U. will host the poetry slam and
provide R&B, funk and soul music
throughout the show.  Wine and
snacks will be provided. Tickets are $5
for non-members and signups begin at
6:30 p.m.  

Balboa Park celebrates
Czech founding day

To help celebrate the founding of
Czechoslovakia in October 1918, the
House of  Czech and Slovak Republics
in Balboa Park will host its annual
Lawn Program on Sunday, Oct. 17 at 2
p.m. 

The Lawn Program will feature
Czech and Slovak folk dance perfor-
mances and music by local singers
ElNora Rusnak and Martamary Con-
nolly and keyboardist Maura Kiczek.
The performances will take place on
the stage in front of  the International
Cottages in Balboa Park. 

Before the Lawn Program perfor-
mances commence, ethnic Czech and
Slovak pastries, sausage and
sauerkraut will be available for
purchase from 10:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. outside of  the Czech and Slo-
vak Cottage, and artifacts from the
Czech and Slovak Republics will be
on display all day.  

The House of  Czech and Slovak
Republics is located in the Internation-
al Cottages near President’s Way in
Balboa Park. For more informa-
tion, contact Daniele Laman at
(619) 287-9071.

Nonprofit aims to raise
$150,000 at celebration

The Seany Foundation will host its
“Everything is Possible Celebration” on
Sunday, Oct. 10 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the
San Diego Hall of  Champions, located
at 2131 Pan American Plaza in Balboa
Park.  

The goal of  the evening celebration
is to fill the venue with more than 200
attendees and raise $150,000 for pedi-
atric cancer research and patient care
projects, including Sean L. Robins
Pediatric Oncology Fellowships and
Clinical Trials at Rady Children’s Hos-
pital, Seany’s Sponsor-a-Kid Program,
and Sean L. Robins Endowed Research
Fund for Pediatric Sarcoma at Moores
UCSD Cancer Center.  

The dinner will be catered by award-
winning chef  and owner Jeffrey
Strauss of  Pamplemousse Grille, and
entertainment will be provided by
acoustic music duo Ruby Summer. An
opportunity drawing and silent live
auction will also take place to help
reach the $150,000 goal.  

Tickets to the dinner celebration are
$125 per person and $1,250 per table
of  10.  To RSVP, visit
www.theseanyfoundation.org or call
(800) 794-8282.  

Storyteller tells spooky
tales for Halloween

Professional storyteller Harlynne
Geisler will tell “Not Too Spooky Sto-
ries” to children 5 and up at the
Timken Museum of  Art in Balboa
Park. 

For the past 30 years, Geisler has
entertained people with her animated
stories in festivals, conferences,
schools, libraries, churches, communi-
ty centers and museums across the
nation. To set the mood for a fun Hal-
loween, Geisler will bring characters to

life in slightly scary interactive tales
that are sure to entertain children and
adults alike. Geisler’s Halloween stories
will be inspired by masterpieces in the
museum, where the storytelling will
take place.  

Family storytelling at the museum is
a fun, free way to educate visitors
about the artwork while also preparing
children for Halloween. 

Story time will begin at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 30, and admission into
the museum will be free.

Halloween events slated
all month in Old Town

Old Town is celebrating Halloween
all month long with spooky events
throughout Old Town San Diego State
Historic Park and Fiesta de Reyes.  

Old Town is known to be one of
the most haunted places in San
Diego because of  paranormally-
active locations such as the
Whaley House and its  g rounds.
Fun, fr ightening Halloween
events such as “Séance at  the
Seeley Stable” and walking tours
through the Whaley House, an old
cemetery, and a haunted brothel
will take place throughout the
month.

Old Town Theatre will also present
two mysterious shows: “Quoth the
Raven” on Oct. 16 at 12:30 p.m. and
Oct.18 at 7 p.m.; and “War of  the
Worlds” on Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. Other
events include a free movie night
and costume contest in the Fiesta
de Reyes courtyard on Friday, Oct.
29 and Saturday,  Oct.  30 at  8
p.m.;  and a costume ball  at  the
Cosmopolitan Hotel  and
Restaurant on Saturday,  Oct.
30 from 9 to 11 p.m. To lear n
more about Old Town Halloween
events and ticket prices, visit
www.oldtownsandiegoguide.com.
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Si Robin acquired Sensor Sys-
tems in 1970 and expanded its
antenna production, acquiring mil-
itary contracts for AWACS and KC-
135 aircraft. Today Sensor Systems
makes more than 250 types of
antennas used by the majority of
aircraft throughout the world.

Bob Mitchell joined Northrop
Drummand after the acquisition of
Teledyne Ryan Aeronautical, where
he had served as president. He became
sector vice president for the Aerospace
Systems Division.

Fossett notched more than 116
records in balloons, airplanes, sail-
boats, gliders and airships. At least 60
of  the records remain unbroken.

MUSEUM
CONTINUED FROM Page 23

EVENTS
CONTINUED FROM Page 25
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We put
the “Care”
in Car Care!
www.ftsautopb.com � dan@ftsautopb.com
858.488.0885 � 5165 Cass St, Pacific Beach

FTS Auto
Auto � Truck � SUV
Domestic & Import
All Years & Models

2010 Readers Choice Winner

CARZ
www.SanDiegoCarz.com

Cars starting at $2,990

MARK or JASON

3196 MIDWAY DR.

(619)224-0500

Wait Free DMV
Instant CA DMV Renewals
Instant CA DMV Transfers

Out of State Transfers
Replacement Stickers & Plates

2 LOCATIONS:
PACIFIC BEACH

858.270.1471
5010 Cass St., Suite G San Diego, CA 92109

OCEAN BEACH
619.225.2233

4837 Newport Ave. San Diego, CA 92107

Monday to Friday 9-6 Saturday 10-2

www.finestcityreg.com

FINEST CITY REGISTRATION

Having trouble closing your
sale? I can provide same
day proof of insurance!

Auto • Home • Life • Workers Comp
7330 Engineer Rd, Suite B
Bus: 858-694-5056  Fax: 858-694-5070
mreese1@farmersagent.com

Michael R. Reese
Insurance Agent

Cell: 858-228-6696
Lic: OF12728

COLEMAN
MOVING SYSTEMS INC.

Office/Residential | Free Wardrobes
7 DAYS A WEEK | FREE ESTIMATES

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1979

619.223.2255

BBB MEMBER | INSURED LIC #CAL T-189466

STUDIO

(619) 234-3611
1399 Ninth Ave., SD 92101

Between A & Ash St.
Open Tues–Sat.

Eve by appointment

• HAIR CUT  . . . . . . .$25–$45
• COLOR  . . . . . . . . .$55–$85
• HIGHLIGHTS  . . . .$75–$135
• PERMS . . . . . . . .$75–$125
• MANICURE or PEDICURE $20

WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD
HAIR SALON

HANDYMAN
SERVICE
No job too small!

• Carpentry
• Plumbing repairs
• Windows & Doors

Installation

CALL FOR PROMPT
FREE ESTIMATE

References Available
858/361-5166

(Not a contractor)

ED’S 

3¢

COPIES

SHOP OPEN MONDAY
THRU FRIDAY 

12:30 to 5:00 PM

3200 ADAMS AVE. STE. 103
SAN DIEGO, CA 92116

Ph. (619) 282-6252
Fax (619) 521-0117

copyserv@att.net

From one original
only, please

100 min. on 8 1/2 x
11” white paper

Sales, Service & Supplies

Same Day Response

Digital/Analog • Reliable

Color
Copies 

.29¢ 
and Up

Park in Rear Next to Laundromat

Most people choose muscle cars
or stylish roadsters for their appear-
ance and performance, not neces-
sarily for their gas mileage. But more
sport cars are being redesigned to
be more fuel efficient, making them
a stylish and more environmentally
sound choice.

Sports cars are typically consid-
ered gas-guzzlers. Most feature a V8
engine under the hood, which can
easily take the vehicle up to the top
speeds afficionados desire. The trou-
ble with V8 engines is that they tend
to drink up gasoline. However, these
models of  sports cars can make fill-
ing up at the pump less expensive --
which is good for the wallet and the
environment.

• Mercedes-Benz SLK300: At 19
city/26 highway, this convertible is
sporty, quick and doesn't eat up gas.

• Porsche 911 Carrera: This luxu-
rious sports car is more fuel-efficient
than some SUVs and sedans, rank-
ing at 19 city/27highway.

• Mitsubishi Eclipse: An affordable
and fast sports car, the Eclipse comes
in at 20 city/28highway.

• Audi TT Coupe Quattro: It's the
turbo-charged 4-cylinder engine
that provides the power on this vehi-
cle, enabling the 21 city/29 high-
way MPG statistics.

• Mazda MX-5 Miata: Another
affordable and sporty ride, drivers
can expect 22 city/28 highway in
this vehicle.

• Chevrolet Camaro: Camaro
beats out competitors like the Dodge
Challenger and Ford Mustang for
the highest EPAratings on fuel econ-
omy. This muscle car's V6 automat-
ic engine earns 18 city/29 highway.

Good maintenance can keep your
vehicle on the road for years to come  –
and keep you safer on the road. Many
drivers think maintenance equals oil
changes. In fact, most people change
oil more often than they need to but
don't rotate their tires as frequently as
they should. That's a big mistake. Prop-
er rotation can add as much as 10,000
miles to the life of  a set of  tires.

There's more you can do to keep
your vehicle operating reliably. Here
are a few tips from AAA.

• Keep maintenance records. Main-
tenance records are good diagnostic
tools and proof you have cared for your
vehicle, which can enhance the vehi-
cle's trade-in or resale value

• Run your engine for a few minutes
before powering up the heater, air con-
ditioner, wipers, and other accessories.
Accelerating with a cold engine can
cause premature engine failure.

• If  your vehicle has fuel injection,
keep the tank at least one-quarter full.
Cornering with a nearly empty tank
disrupts the flow to the fuel pump.

• Look for cracks or looseness in
engine belts. Broken belts are a major
reason for roadside breakdowns.

Your local AAA club also may be a
valuable resource for maintenance
help. Many clubs operate vehicle care
centers; offer annual "car check"
inspections of  brake fluid levels, bat-
tery connections, lights, belts and

hoses by AAA Approved auto repair
staff; and provide AAA's battery ser-
vice, a mobile service that tests and
replaces batteries 24 hours, seven days
a week.

For more information on vehicle
maintenance and other car-related
issues, visit www.AAA.com.

Sports cars getting greener

Easy tips to maintain vehicle value

Auto enthusiasts don't have to pick sub-compact cars to improve gas mileage.
A new breed of sports car, including the Chevy Camaro, is more fuel efficient.

COURTESY PHOTO 

http://www.finestcityreg.com
http://www.SanDiegoCarz.com
http://www.ftsautopb.com
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mailto:copyserv@att.net
http://www.AAA.com


Downtown · “Icon”
You'll be amazed at the direct views into Petco

Park from this 15th-floor, west-facing, two-

bedroom residence! Mere steps to Petco, as well

as to a multitude of restaurants and shops!

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5219

Downtown · “The Mark”
This super starter in East Village's most 

exciting, newer community, boasts terrific

views overlooking the lush courtyard and

pool, a pristine interior, and is available for

FHA & VA financing! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5079

Downtown · “Pinnacle”
You'll love this lightly-used, second-home with

14th-floor, West-facing water views! Pristine,

beautifully presented, and situated in the heart

of the Marina District, with a strong offer, it

may convey furnished! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5039

Downtown · “City Walk”
This expansive, 1684 square-foot town home

feels more like a house than a condo! It enjoys

an oversize terrace, access from the street as well

as the interior of the community, and a private

corner locale! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5119

Downtown · “The Mark”
Just listed, you'll love this upgraded beauty

overlooking the quiet, scenic center courtyard

and pool! May convey turn-key fully furnished

and boasts dual side-by-side parking and 

storage! Sweet! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5419

Hillcrest · “Century Plaza Towers”
Enjoy almost 1500 square feet of upgrades in
the area's landmark luxury high-rise hear
Balboa Park! Featuring dual parking spaces and
brand new Plantation shutters throughout, this
pristine residence also includes a full-size 
laundry room, lovely views from its northeast
corner location, and a private terrace!  
For full details in a  recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5149

Downtown · “The Grande North”
Boasting unbelievable Southwest views from
the 35th-floor, this stunning penthouse-level, 
3-bedroom/ 2-bath beauty enjoys almost 1800
square feet, two expansive view terraces, and
dual, side-by-side parking spaces perfectly
located on entry level! You'll want to experience
Downtown living at its best!
For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5049

Downtown · “Electra”
This super, courtyard-level, corner 

residence boasts an oversize terrace, 

approximately 1488 square feet, quality finishes

throughout, and dual parking spaces! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5189

Downtown · “Aria”
Virtually new, this two-bedroom beauty atop

Cortez Hill boasts super urban views from its

prime, southwest corner! You'll love banks of

sunny windows, a private view terrace, and

dual parking spaces! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5169

Downtown · “Electra”
Featuring a spacious, open floor plan with the
den-wall removed to expand the never-ending
views, this spectacular, 19th-floor, Southwest
corner beauty boasts custom built-ins, 
upgraded lighting, hand-painted murals, and 
a multitude of other quality appointments. 
Live the good life! 
For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5409

Independently owned and operated of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
Equal Housing Opportunity.

Open 7 Days a Week, 8am to 7pm
516 5th Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101

Search entire Southern California’s
Multiple Listing Services

for over 100,000+ listed properties
with virtual tours and photos at

www.sellsandiego.com
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Downtown · “Breeza”
Brand new construction, choose from the ideal
“starter” one-bedroom to the premier, 
southwest corner, 3-bedroom, 2-bath residence
with stunning water and bayfront views! The
heart of the community is its center courtyard,
complete with a pool and spa, and scenic patios
and lush, tropical landscaping!
For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5069 

Downtown · “Meridian”
The ideal second home or primary residence, 
this east-facing residence is in wonderful
 condition and boasts  wonderful night-time views
of the city lights and urban surroundings!
Meridian is Downtown San Diego’s own 
“Trump Tower,” complete with service and
amenities beyond compare!
For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5259

1-800-221-2210
www.sellsandiego.com

Before you put your home on the market
call for a FREE Marketing Package

It’s only a buyer’s market if you BUY!
When it’s over, where will YOU be living?

Are you struggling to make 
your payments and/or 

upside-down on your mortgage? 
We've helped many owners
Downtown avoid foreclosure 

on their homes and we 
can help you, too! 

Call us at 800.221.2210 to discuss
your options, no obligation!

Downtown · “Electra”

Downtown · “Harbor Club”
You’ll want to make this lovely residence your
home or home-away-from-home! Featuring
stunning views to the South and East, it enjoys
an oversize view terrace and two terrific parking
spaces near the entrance. This resort-style
 community is located in the heart of the 
Marina District.
For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5109

Downtown · “Alta”
Newly listed, you will be absolutely blown away

by this stunning, Southwest corner, fully-

furnished beauty with dead-on views of the

Harbor, Coronado Bridge and directly into

Petco Park! Dual parking and below-average

HOA fees! Don't delay!

For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5449

Downtown · “Harbor Club”
New on the market, this spectacular 'bubble

unit' on the 33rd floor of the Marina District's

premier, resort-style residential high-rise 

boasts a completely remodeled interior with 

the finest of finishes and phenomenal, 

180-degree water views! 

For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5289

Downtown · “Watermark”
Featuring dual bedrooms + a den/office and

approximately 1550 square feet, this upgraded

home features views across the courtyard to

scenic Pantoja Park! One of the Marina

District's landmark communities! 

For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5229

Downtown · “Watermark”
This well-priced residence in recently 

renovated community enjoys a west-facing 

orientation, a private terrace looking toward the

Old Police Quarters, and dual parking spaces!

For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5299

“Electra” Builder Close-Out
Bosa Development has selected us to market
their few remaining luxury residences at one of
Downtown’s most unique and desirable
 residential communities! Boasting elegant 
finishes and common amenities par excellence!
Take advantage of these blow-out prices today!
Starting at $324,000!
For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5139

Downtown · “Park Place”
You’ll want to see this wonderful residence

with lovely Southwest views, dual balconies, 

expansive stone flooring and an ambient 

2-sided fireplace in one of the Marina District’s

most sought-after communities! May 

convey furnished!

For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5339

Amazingly upgraded, this fabulous, Northwest

corner luxury residence on the 27th floor 

features all the bells and whistles PLUS amazing

water views! Experience one of Downtown's

most unique and desirable luxury 

communities!

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5179

Downtown · “The Grande”
You'll enjoy one of the community's most 

popular floorplans with two bedrooms + a full

den, two baths, and almost 1700 square feet.

Lovely Northwest corner views to the ocean are

yours and you will love the banks of windows

taking in the vistas. Common areas are the best!

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5159

Downtown · “Pinnacle”
This elegant and expansive residence in the 

premium Southwest corner of the 

community boasts fabulous water views, 

beautifully upgraded interior, dual terraces 

and dual parking spaces. It doesn't get any 

better than this!  

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5129

SALE

PENDING
SALE

PENDING
SALE

PENDING

Downtown · “Gaslamp City Square”
Enjoy the vibrant lifestyle in the heart of the
Gaslamp Quarter, & take advantage of this great
short-sale opportunity! Situated on the pool/
courtyard level, this unique, 2-level townhome
is beautifully upgraded & presented, complete
with custom paint and lighting, upgraded 
flooring, and a granite and stainless kitchen!
For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5509

Downtown · “Porta d’Italia”
The ideal 2nd-home opportunity, this top-floor
pied-a-terre boasts lovely bay and Pt. Loma
views, a granite and stainless kitchen, and lovely
furnishings that may convey! This small, 
intimate community is just steps to the Village
of Little Italy with its multitude of shops and
restaurants!
For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5369

Downtown · “Palermo”
Beautifully located on the pool level, this dual
bedroom, dual bath residence features a private
patio, a granite kitchen, and two parking spaces!
Just steps to Little Italy’s many wonderful 
venues, Palermo enjoys lush courtyards, a pool
& spa, fitness center & secured parking! Don’t
miss this super short-sale opportunity!
For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5499 

Downtown · “The Mills”
Don't miss this great SHORT-SALE 

opportunity to own a 2-bedroom, 2-bath in a

newer community atop Cortez Hill for a bargain

price! You'll enjoy dual secured parking and a

granite kitchen! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5199

Downtown · “Acqua Vista”
Newly listed, this 2-bedroom in active and 

convenient Little Italy location is on the quiet

courtyard and is freshly cleaned and detailed!

Don't miss out on this super SHORT-SALE 

at a great price!

For full details in a recorded message, 

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5359

Downtown · “The Metropolitan”
This elegant, BANK-OWNED foreclosure in

one of Downtown's most desirable luxury

high-rises will be priced substantially below any

others in the community. One of few residences

atop the Omni Hotel at the entrance to Petco

Park, the views are spectacular! 

For full details in a recorded message,

call 1-800-709-1995, Ext. 5329

SALE

PENDING

http://www.sellsandiego.com
http://www.sellsandiego.com
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