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By Ashley Mackin
Downtown News

The San Diego Association of Gov-
ernments (SANDAG) is proposing a 
short-term bus parking facility project 
with four lots in the Columbia district 
of Downtown. The project would, ac-
cording to material provided by SAN-
DAG, “replace existing on-street bus 
parking spots, thereby increasing the 
number of spaces downtown available 
to residents and businesses.” 

However, many Little Italy resi-
dents have repeatedly expressed con-
cern over the proposed lots. At a Little 
Italy Association Board of directors 
meeting in September 2011, the Board 
stated their unanimous opposition to 
the proposed lot. 

In a letter sent to members of the 
City Council in November 2011, Steve 
Galasso, president of the Little Italy 
Association wrote, “At its September 
Board of Directors meeting, the Little 
Italy Association voted unanimously to 
reject any and all attempts by SANDAG 
to acquire property for a bus parking 
lot, in any location in the Western part of 
Downtown San Diego. The area in ques-
tion includes any full or partial block 
west of [First] Avenue, south of Laurel 
Street or north of Broadway [Street].”

The letter continued: “Though this 
area identified above is greater than 
the Little Italy Community, the Little 

By Dave Fidlin with Anthony King
Downtown News

St. Patrick’s Day comes once a year, but two 
local organizations work year-round to ensure San 
Diego’s festivities are enjoyed by spectators ready to 
immerse themselves in Irish culture.

Downtown’s shamROCK festival is now in its 17th 
year, and organizers said they are pulling out all the 

By Loralee Olejnik
Downtown News

The Monarch School, San Diego’s nationally 
recognized school serving the needs of homeless 
students, will be moving to a new location upon 
completion of its renovation. In front of a standing 
room-only crowd, the school held a groundbreaking 
ceremony Feb. 16 for their new campus in Down-
town’s East Village.

The new school will be a complete remodel of 
the 51,000-square-foot warehouse at 1625 Newton 

Ave. near Petco Park and the Metropolitan Transit 
System (MTS) hub. It will allow Monarch School 
to more than double enrollment and expand the 
programs they offer to San Diego students.

“Today is about helping children take flight,” said 
Monarch School CEO Ronne Froman, a retired Navy 
Admiral and former Chief Operating Officer for the 
city of San Diego. “This is the future of children’s 
education that are impacted by homelessness.”

Froman said the expansion process has taken ap-

Monarch School breaks ground
The new East Village facility will more than double student capacity 

Little Italy  
residents oppose 
proposed bus lot

Two St. Patrick’s Day festivals return to San Diego

SANDAG eyeing four different 
blocks in Columbia district for 
short-term parking facility

ShamROCK in Gaslamp Quarter compliments 
Irish Congress parade and program in Balboa Park

see st. patrick, page 12

see sanDaG, page 3see Monarch, page 11

City Councilmember Kevin Faulconer at the 
press conference. (Photo courtesy of Kevin Faulconer) 

Participants in last year’s Irish Congress St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
in Balboa Park. (Photo courtesy of the Irish Congress of Southern California)

Monarch School celebrates the  groundbreaking of a new 51,000-square-foot school for San Diego’s homeless  youth. (From left) Bennet Greenwald, Scott Kaats, 
Mark McLaren, Ronne Froman, Ric Davy, Jessica Gonzales, Jim McMillan,  Jennifer Robinson and Rosalie Merks. (Photo by Paul Nestor. Photo illustration by Eddie Ramos)
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By Anthony King
Downtown News

CommNexus, a non-profit, 
high-tech business organization, 
launched its downtown small 
business incubator, showing 
support for burgeoning Internet 
companies and the downtown 
business district at the same time. 

Called EvoNexus, the busi-
ness incubator provides office 
space, mentorships and a col-
laborative working environment 
for startup companies looking 
to grow their businesses. The 
launch was Feb. 16. 

Located in the AT&T building 
at 101 W. Broadway St., the EvoN-
exus center is 15,000 square feet 
of office space dedicated solely to 
the startup companies. Currently, 
there are 13 businesses in the 
EvoNexus incubator, and over 
150 companies initially applied to 
be part of the project. 

CommNexus offers the space 
free of charge and does not 
require the companies to enter 
into contract after they leave the 
incubator. Traditionally, similar 
partnerships require the startups 
to provide a shareholder stake in 
their companies to be a part of an 
incubator like EvoNexus. 

“This is a really unique space in 
that it’s the only incubator in the na-
tion so far… that’s completely free,” 
said Adriana Herrera, founder and 
CEO of Fashioning Change. Her 
company is one of the 13 startups 
selected by CommNexus for the 
project. “They don’t charge rent 
and they don’t take equity. This is 
huge,” she said. 

Herrera’s company provides 
consumers the option to com-
pare clothes sold at large-scale 
retail chains to those produced at 
more economically and environ-
mentally sustainable venues. 

“One of the number one 
things with starting a company is 
you always have all these costs,” 
Herrera said. “Not only [is] it 
free, but they’re bringing in men-
tors for use as well.”

Besides the cost and mentor-
ships, another main benefit of 
the EvoNexus incubator is being 
able to work with like-minded 
people in similar situations.  

“There’s a lot of information 
sharing that takes place,” said 
Matt Voigt, CEO of Saambaa, a 

social media Smartphone applica-
tion that was rated Best App by the 
Apple Company and is currently 
part of the incubator. “Everybody 
here has experience in build-
ing products, so we exchange 
that knowledge, which is really 
valuable. It’s a really, really good 
group, like a family,” he said. 

“We’d like to be here as long 
as we can. It’s great camarade-
rie,” Voigt said. “We also get 
access to relationships [and] 
introductions. It’s a very efficient 
way for investors to meet new 
companies. Eventually, we’ll out-
grow the space but as long as we 
can be here, we’d like to be.”

EvoNexus Chairperson Kevin 
Hell attended the launch and 
said supporting new businesses 
is smart for economic growth 
in San Diego. “Ultimately, we 
do want to see San Diego grow. 
That’s one of the reasons why 
we’re pulling together,” he said. 

“We’ve got a vibrant city 
center and we have a lot of com-
panies that are all in the same 
space,” Hell said. “We found that 
was very good for collaboration 
and getting people to basically 
work together. That’s what we 
designed this for, for collabora-
tion [and] allowing the CEOs to 
really learn from each other.”

Herrera agreed, saying, 
“That’s what really exciting about 
being here. We all have a passion 
and vision for what we want to 
create and impart to the world. 
The idea, really, is that when we 
grow and when we’re successful, 
we create jobs and we give back 
to the community. It’s a long-
term vision,” she said. 

Several San Diego leaders 
attended the opening, including 
Mayor Jerry Sanders, Council 
President Pro Tem Kevin Faulcon-
er, District 3 Councilmember Todd 
Gloria and San Diego County Dis-
trict Attorney and 2012 mayoral 
candidate Bonnie Dumanis. 

“EvoNexus is raising millions 
in venture funding, creating jobs 
and providing startup companies a 
springboard to success,” Dumanis 
said in a press release. “This inno-
vative style of idea sharing among 
high-tech startups is especially 
important in downtown San Diego, 
where the seeds can be planted 
for growth in software, media and 
Internet technology companies.”v

EvoNexus incubator 
launched in downtown
The mentoring project promotes economic 
growth and information sharing for startups

(l to r) Kevin Hell, Councilmember Todd Gloria and Council President Pro Tem 
Kevin Faulconer at the launch. (Courtesy Office of Todd Gloria)
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Italy Association, the Little Italy 
Residents Association and the 
businesses and residents south of 
Ash Street have attended two… 
meetings in which unanimous sen-
timents have been lodged against 
the proposed parking lots.”

At a press conference held 
Feb. 3, business owners and 
community members spoke out 
against the proposed bus lots, and 
gathered to give Council President 
Pro Tem Kevin Faulconer a book 
containing over 1,000 signatures 
opposing the parking proposal. 

“On behalf of the Little Italy As-
sociation, the Little Italy Residents 
Association and all these wonderful 
people in our community, all of us 
[are] united in one cause: to op-
pose the giant bus lot anywhere in 
Little Italy or any of our West side 
neighborhoods,” said Annie Mac-
Millan Eichman, president of the 
Little Italy Residents Association. 

Eichman presided over the 
press conference, which welcomed 
Faulconer and Galasso, as well as 
San Diego County District Attor-
ney and 2012 Mayoral candidate 
Bonnie Dumanis. Approximately 60 
people were in attendance. 

After Galasso spoke, he 
handed the book containing the 
signatures to Faulconer. “Hav-
ing the right mix of commercial, 
residential and park space is the 
key to creating a vibrant neighbor-
hood,” Faulconer said. 

“There is no doubt in my mind 
that everyone, wherever you live 
in the city of San Diego, will agree 
that Little Italy has achieved just 
that,” Falconer added. “This is not 
a community that reflectively says 
‘not in my backyard,’ but let’s be 
clear, adding 35 busses… and a 
21-hour-a-day lot, with more noise 
and more traffic, to a neighbor-
hood that has taken so many steps 
forward over the past several 
years would be a step in the wrong 
direction,” he said. 

The approved facility would, 
depending on the size, accommo-
date between 15 and 18 bus bays, 
or lots. Busses would spend five to 
15 minutes in the bays and, while in 
the bays, busses would not idle and 
they would not be allowed to remain 
parked overnight. Service would 
begin at 4 a.m. and end at 1 a.m. 

During peak hours, it is pro-
posed that up to 35 vehicles would 
be in operation out of the bays, 
with peak times being the morn-
ing and afternoon commute hours. 

SANDAG is currently assessing 
four sites and their feasibility for this 
project. All four fall in the Columbia 
district, and are all opposed by the 
Little Italy Association and the Little 
Italy Residents Association. 

The four sites being assessed 
are the blocks bounded by Ash 
Street, Kettner Boulevard, A 
Street and India Street; Ash Street, 
State Street, A Street and Co-
lumbia Street; Ash Street, Union 
Street, A Street and State Street; 
and A Street, Union Street, B 
Street and State Street.

SANDAG is also reviewing 
other potential sites based on 
established criteria, including the 
proximity to downtown transit 
routes and the number of bus 
parking spaces possible. The 
potential site must also fall within 
the boundary east of downtown’s 
north-south railroad tracks and 
north of Broadway Street. 

“I believe, working together, we 
can and we must find a suitable loca-
tion for SANDAG to dispatch these 
busses,” Faulconer said. “I stand with 
you to protect this neighborhood and 
you can count on my support.”v
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Car2go to add 100 vehicles to fleet
San Diego car-share program sees a steady stream of interest in San Diego

Car2go uses Smart EC cars for their 
fleet. (Photo by Daniel Solomon)
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By Johnny McDonald
Downtown News

San Diego’s commit-
ment to become 

a leader in 
sustain-

ability 
and 

clean technology made it a 
natural choice for the car2go 
car-share program. The program 
currently features over 172 Smart 
EC cars—two-seat, all electric-
powered vehicles— scattered 
throughout downtown.

In San Diego, California’s 
first market for the car-share 
program run by Germany’s 
Daimler Corporation, members 
can find little blue and white 
cars waiting for them around the 
clock. The program’s operational 

cost is 35 cents per minute, 
without exceeding $12.99 

an hour or $65.99 for daily 
use. The membership fee 

is $35. 
Katie Stafford, com-

munications manager 
for car2go North 
America, said the 
reception in San 
Diego has been 
outstanding. So 
much so, she said, 
that 100 more 
Smart EC cars will 
soon be added to 
the fleet. 

“There has been 
a steady stream of inter-

est,” Stafford said. “We haven’t 
announced our membership 
totals yet. That probably won’t 
happen until mid-March, when 
we have reached 100 days of 
operations [but] we’ve had great 
response from people since our 
initial test drive.” The car-share 
program was launched in San 
Diego in November 2011. 

Nicolas Cole, president and 
CEO of car2go North America, 
said in a press release, “Our goal 
is to complement the existing 
transportation infrastructure 
by providing an emission-free 
car-sharing service for short and 
spontaneous one-way trips.” 
In addition to appearing on 
nearly every street in downtown, 
as well as having a designated 

office space at 633 Ninth Ave., 
Stafford said members have 
other options for accessing their 
accounts and reserving vehicles. 

“Using Smart phone apps, 
you can find out what cars 
are available,”she said. “Click on one 
of the car2go icons for the exact loca-
tion of the car and [to see] if it has an 
80 percent or 100 percent charge.”

The company’s initial test 
run began in Ulm, Germany in 
2008 and the car-share program 
has expanded operations to 12 
other cities in North America 
and Europe. The introduction 
of car2go in San Diego comes 
after the recent installation 
of 1,500 charging stations for 
electrical vehicles throughout 
San Diego County. Mayor Jerry 
Sanders said in a press release 
for the company’s launch, 
“Car2go’s investment here 
is another major step toward 
making San Diego the Nation’s 
electric-vehicle capital.”  

According to company docu-
ments, the 30-kilowatt lithium 
battery can go up to 84 miles 
before a recharge is necessary. 
The company further says it is 
best to keep the battery at a 20 
to 80 percent charge to assure 
only three hours for recharging. 

“Daimler has a portfolio of 
five different electric vehicles 
[with] Smart EC being one of 
them,” Stafford said. The Smart 
EC vehicles can be found within 
San Diego’s 30-square mile 
service area that stretches west 
from Interstate 15 to Mission 
Bay, and north from Imperial 
Avenue to Mission Valley. 

Members can pick up 
cars anywhere within this area, 
use them as long as they wish, 
and then leave them in almost 
any public parking spot within 
the service area. They can be 
driven outside the service area, 
however they must be left within 
it for other members to use. v
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By Ashley Mackin
Downtown News

Social Cycle, a 16-person 
cycle available for parties or 
group outings, is facing the risk 
of being shut down due to a city 
ordinance. Until recently, owner 
Laura Rovick primarily ran her 
business in the Gaslamp Quarter.  

The company’s cycles are 
powered by the passengers and 
steered by a Social Cycle-em-
ployee, called a captain. Rovick 
compared her company to a 

rental car agency 
in how her com-
pany operates. 

The City of 
San Diego how-

ever, is inadvertently 
attempting to shut the 

business down be-
cause Social Cycle 

is not registered 
as having a 
Pedi-cab’s 

license and 
the City 

is labeling 
the cycles as 

Pedi-cabs. The 
City is basing 

their label on City Ordi-
nance 83.0102, which outlines 
the definition of a Pedi-cab. 

The Ordinance defines a 
Pedi-cab as a vehicle with three 
or more wheels, available for 
hire and operated by a person. 

“[The City is] trying to say it’s 
a Pedi-cab because it has three 
or more wheels and it transports 
people and we take money for it. 
I think it’s different from a Pedi-
cab [for] a multitude of different 
reasons,” Rovick said.  

One reason Social Cycle is 
not a Pedi-cab, Rovick said, was 

that customers are not picked up 
randomly on city streets. “We’re 
not for hire on the street. We 
have signs on the bike that say, 
‘not for hire,”’ she said. 

“You have to make your 
reservation at least two days in 
advance, book it for a two-hour 
minimum and you drop it off and 
pick it up at the same location. 
So, we’re not picking up passen-
gers as we’re going along and 
dropping them off at the differ-
ent destinations,” she said.  

“If that were the case,” 
Rovick added, “the employee 
would have no way of getting 
the vehicle back to the ware-
house because they don’t have 
pedals. They can’t operate it by 
themselves, whereas a Pedi-cab 
drives around to solicit fares and 
pick people up off the street. 
They pick them off and drop 
them off somewhere else and 
then that’s it,” she said. 

Rovick’s attorney, Con-
stantine Buzunis, outlined the 
definitions within the Ordinance 
and explained their argument as 
to how Social Cycle vehicles are 
different from a Pedi-cab. 

Ordinance may send 
local business under

Social Cycle owner set to explain 
how her company does not need 

City’s Pedi-cab license

By Ashley Mackin
Downtown News

A proposed Newcastle beer 
advertisement over the Agua 
Caliente sign, located at 1122 
Fourth St. in downtown, is raising 
concerns regarding the sign’s 
historical significance. When the 
advertisement was originally pro-
posed and approved last year, a 
question as to the sign’s historical 
designation arose from Save Our 
Heritage Organisation (SOHO). 
SOHO has sense joined with the 
Arts Fist Collective in a campaign 
to save it. 

The Agua Caliente sign was 
originally created during the 
days of prohibition, when the 
production of alcohol was illegal 
in the United States, yet legal in 
Tijuana. San Diegans would visit 
the Agua Caliente racetrack in 
Tijuana to drink and gamble. 

“What happened originally 
was the Historical Resources 
Board just bypassed the 45 year 
rule altogether,” said Enrique 
Limon, who is spearheading ef-
forts to get the sign historically 
designated. “Anything that’s 
been in the public eye for 45 
years or greater, which this 
has, must be submitted to that 
[Historical Board] regardless of 
the nature,” he said. 

“In this case, they just 
thought it was going to be an 
old advertisement,” Limon said. 
“That’s when we got involved.”  

Limon explained that, in con-
junction with SOHO and the Art 
Fist Collective, he began circu-
lating a petition to save the sign. 
Copies of the signed petitions 
were then sent to Mayor Jerry 
Sanders’s and Councilmember 
Kevin Faulconer’s offices. 

As a result, the City Council 
rescinded the given permission 
to paint over the sign. 

Cathy Winterrowd, principal 
planner for the City’s Develop-
ment Services Department, 
explained why the City did not ini-
tially complete a historical review. 

“[Centre City Development 
Corporation] determined the 
sign to be an advertising display 
sign in existence since prior to 
1983, which constitutes a previ-
ously conforming sign under 
the City’s regulations. The Code 

allows for a change in display 
copy for this type of off-premises 
advertising,” she said. 

Winterrowd said the City 
initially felt the sign was separate 
from the historical building on 
which it was painted. “The exist-
ing Caliente sign has no associa-
tion with the historic building 
and does not itself have historical 
significance,” she explained of 
the decision. “No building or 
other permit was required for 
this action [and] review of this 
proposal was required only be-
cause it is located on the side of 
a designated historical building,” 
she said.  

After hearing the public re-
sponse, Winterrowd said, the City 
re-evaluated the sign and changed 
their decision. On Dec. 15, 2011 
Winterrowd announced New-
castle no longer had permission to 
paint over the sign and ordered a 
Historical Review be conducted. 

Now, a Historical Re-
sources Board study must take 
place to assess the historical 
value of the sign. Once that oc-
curs, the Historical Resources 
Board must vote to approve 
the findings of the study. The 
study and impending vote 
could last several months, 
Limon said. “We’ve made great 
strides with the petition and 
all the other ef forts, [but] the 
future of it is a little bit up in 
the air still,” he said. 

SOHO Education and Com-
munications Director Alana 
Coons said, “Signs are a part of 
the community. They remain 
important to us long after their 
original use as an advertise-
ment. They become landmarks 
unto themselves, icons that are 
loved and cared about because 
they have been visible for long 
enough that people form a 
personal connection with them. 
They mark the passage of time, 
peoples’ own lives and [their] 
relationship to a community, just 
like a historic building does,” 
Coons said. 

“The Caliente sign has 
various layers of meaning and 
import to the people who live, 
work, or visit downtown,” Coons 
said, “and as such, it has its own 
immense value as a historic arti-
fact of San Diego’s heritage.”v

Agua Caliente sign to be 
reviewed for potential  
historical significance
City reverses decision allowing beer company 
to paint over sign following signature petition.

The Agua Caliente sign in downtown, which is being reviewed for historical 
significance. (Photo by Downtown News) 

A Social Cycle vehicle with its 
company-appointed captain. 
(Courtesy Laura Rovick) 

see Cycle, page 21
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By Anthony King
Downtown News

The Merk Bistro, located at 
820 Fifth Ave. in the Gaslamp 
Quarter, once again hosted the 
media kick off party for the 19th 
Annual San Diego Latino Film Fes-
tival (SDLFF). Festival Founder 
and Media Arts Center San Diego 
Executive Director Ethan van 
Thillo announced this year’s film 
line up, which includes over 170 
films, at the Feb. 23 kick off. 

The restaurant is part of The 
Keating Hotel, a boutique hotel 

that moved into the historic build-
ing after an extensive remodel by 
Pininfarina Extra. Pininfarina is 
best known for designing Italian 
luxury sports cars, including the 
Maserati Birdcage. The building 
was constructed by Fannie Keat-
ing in 1890 and previously housed 
the San Diego Public Library and 
the San Diego Trust & Savings 
Bank, among others.

Jesseca Crissey, public rela-
tions spokesperson for The Keat-
ing Hotel and The Merk Bistro 
said she was glad to have the 
SDLFF back at The Merk. “It’s fun 

to have them in the venue, with 
the live music and everyone get-
ting together mingling,” she said. 

“We thought it would be nice 
to have this event here and bring 
in lots of different people who are 
not normally down in this setting 
[or] not always hanging out in 
downtown,” Crissey said. 

This is the second year the 
downtown restaurant hosted the 
kick off party for SDLFF. The fes-
tival films screen at the UltraStar 
Mission Valley Cinemas at the 
Hazard Center in Mission Valley, 
but festival organizers are includ-
ing many neighborhoods in San 
Diego for the festival, including 
The Merk Bistro downtown. 

“They came back to us, and 
they said they had a blast. They 
love the venue space [and] the 

open high ceilings. You’re able to 
bring lots of different demograph-
ics of people into different areas,” 
Crissey said. “It’s open and fun.”

The evening included food 
from the restaurant, which is 
overseen by Executive Chef Brian 
Rutherford. Rutherford previously 
worked as the executive sous chef 
for the US Grant Hotel. Ruther-
ford teamed up with Chef Gordon 
Ramsay, of “Hell’s Kitchen” fame, 
for the Bistro’s menu. 

As part of the Bistro’s new 
focus, Crissey said they were 
looking to host more diverse 
events, including live music and 
art shows. “What’s interesting,” 
she said, “is the city isn’t always 
known for all its arts and culture 
and I think that [it] is definitely 
getting a new heartbeat… [and] 
expanding everywhere. For us, 
we’re actually starting to do more 
art shows. We want to do monthly 
art events and music.”

“It’s nice to get a bunch of 
people together to celebrate some-
thing big for San Diego,” Crissey 
said. “We’re getting art down here, 
too [and] getting life into down-
town San Diego.”  

The Festival, which runs 
March 8 – 18, offers several differ-
ent programs, including Latinos 
on TV, the United States Latino 
Showcase, the 7th Annual Cine 
Gay Showcase and a new feature, 
New Chilean Directors. Featuring 
four different full-length films, the 

New Chilean Directors is being 
presented in part by the Chilean 
Ministry of Foreign Relations. 

This is the second year SDLFF 
will offer the Jewish Latino Cin-
ema program and a selection of 
Jewish films. Sponsored in part by 
the Leichtag Foundation, the pro-
gram includes three features and 
two documentaries screening at 
various times during the festival. 

“While reflecting the Jewish 
experience, the films first and fore-
most tell stories that are inextricably 
Latin American,” festival organizers 
said in a press release. “Like the best 
of Latin American cinema, they form 
part of a rich tapestry with a vibrant 
historical perspective.” 

The Film Festival, which is or-
ganized by the Media Arts Center 
San Diego, returns to downtown 
for the closing night party on 
March 17. Festival organizers 
have chosen 4th & B, a music 
and nightlife venue at 345 B St. 
The party begins at 9 p.m. and 
will feature the band Orquestra 
Binacional de Mambo.

General admission tickets for 
individual screenings are $10. Passes 
and group tickets are available as 
well. For ticket information and for 
the Festival’s complete screening 
schedule, visit sdlatinofilm.com. 
UltraStar Mission Valley Cinemas is 
located at 7510 Hazard Center Dr.v

San Diego Latino Film Festival includes downtown 
venues in their celebrations, festival opens March 8 

The Merk Bistro hosted live music at the kick off. (Courtesy Media Arts Center San Diego)

Guests mingled at the event on Feb. 23. (Courtesy Media Arts Center San Diego)

(far right) Jesseca Crissey of The Merk Bistro with Film Festival kick off attendees  
(Courtesy Media Arts Center San Diego)
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By Johnny McDonald
Downtown News

The Board of Port Commis-
sioners reaf firmed their stand 
in an open meeting on Feb. 
14 that a sport stadium will 
not replace the Tenth Avenue 
Marine Terminal. 

This marked the second time 
in four years that a developer 
has been turned away on a pro-
posal for a non-maritime sports 
complex. In 2008, San Diego 
voters defeated a developer-led 
initiative to double-deck the 
terminal with a stadium by a 70 
to 30 percent margin.

At the Feb. 14 meeting, 
approximately two dozen com-
munity leaders, elected officials, 
labor leaders and environmental-
ists voiced their support of the 
Port’s maritime cargo operation 
over a proposed stadium. They 
stated the current operation 
creates jobs, supports national 
defense and plays a key role in 
the California, as well as the 
national, system of ports.

Former Port Commissioner 
Stephen Cushman, now a special 
assistant to Mayor Jerry Sand-
ers, said the mayor believes 
strongly in preserving a bal-
anced port.

“It’s wonderful to have 
hotels, restaurants, lots of great 
tenants, 17 parks and the like,” 
Cushman said. “Let us remem-
ber, we work for the citizens of 

California. They have asked us 
to give them a balanced port to 
all member cities. That is why I 
moved, in 2004 [and] as a mem-
ber of this board, that Tenth 
Avenue must be retained and 
not used as a football stadium,” 
he said. 

“Tell the developers, the 
hoteliers, the sports team own-
ers and the newspaper owners 
that Tenth Avenue Marine 
Terminal is not for sale,” said 
Chester Mordasini, president 
of Teamster’s Local 911, which 
represents clerks, wharf manag-
ers, police dispatchers and other 
Port of San Diego employees.

Jim Unger, chairperson of 
the board of the San Diego 
Ports Tenants Association 
agreed. “We are unified in 
the belief that this deep water 
asset is irreplaceable. It’s in-
tegral in the very definition of 
port,” said Unger. The associa-
tion represents hotels, the hos-
pitality industry, restaurants 
and other maritime-related 
attractions and businesses.

Job creation was a focus at 
the meeting, with Cindy Gomp-
per-Graves, CEO of the South 
County Economic Development 
Council, questioning the value of 
a football stadium. 

“Where is the multiplier for 
jobs? Yours is four-for-one. For 
every job you create there are 
four jobs outside,” she said of 
the impact of the Port’s current 

cargo operation.  
“The significance of the 

Terminal is plain and simple: 
jobs, national security and the 
role it plays in California and 
U.S. System of ports,” said Joel 
Valenzuela, director of Mari-
time Operations for the Port of 
San Diego. 

Wayne Darbeau, the Port 
District president and CEO, 
said the leadership of the Board 
of Port Commissioners has 
enabled the growth and develop-
ment of maritime in regional, 
national and global markets.

“Along with the importance 
of our port as one of only 17 
strategic commercial ports, I 
urge the board to stand resolute 
for an undiminished and vibrant 
maritime business at Tenth 
Avenue and the National City 
Marine Terminal and our cruise 
ship terminals,” he said.

Other representatives from 
various organizations attended 
the meeting and showed sup-
port and gratitude for the Port, 
including Ray Leyba of the 
International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union and Jennifer 
Klein, director of business devel-
opment for BNSF Railway.

The board regularly meets 
the second Tuesday of each 
month at 1 p.m. in the Port 
Administration Building, 3165 
Pacific Highway. March’s meet-
ing is scheduled for the first 
Tuesday, March 10.v 

Port Commissioners say no to sports stadium
Dozens of community leaders attend meeting to voice support for decision

Councilmember Carl DeMaio  
(Courtesy Office of Carl DeMaio)

By Anthony King
Downtown News

Two separate rulings in San 
Diego courts reaffirmed the Com-
prehensive Pension Reform (CPR) 
ballot measure would go to voters 
on June 5. In a seven to one vote on 
Jan. 30, the City Council allowed the 
measure to be voted on in June. 

On Feb. 21, a San Diego judge 
refused a request from the public 
employee unions to block the mea-
sure from appearing on the June 
ballot. Filed by the Public Employee 
Relations Board, the suit claimed 
Mayor Jerry Sanders and the City 
Council engaged in unfair labor 
practices by refusing to negotiate 
with union groups over before plac-
ing the measure on the ballot. 

District 5 Councilmember 
and 2012 mayoral candidate Carl 
DeMaio spearheaded the campaign 
to gather enough signatures from 
registered voters in San Diego to 
instate a measure regarding the 
city’s pension system that would go 
to public vote. The initiative, which 
was drafted by DeMaio, Mayor Jer-
ry Sanders and Council President 
Pro Tem Kevin Faulconer, would 
end pensions for new hires, replac-
ing them with a 401(K) investment 
plan, among other stipulations. 

Superior Court Judge William 
Dato said in the Feb. 21 hearing that 
the issue of alleged illegal labor prac-
tice is not clear-cut enough to keep 
the measure off the ballot. Dato also 
said the issue could be brought back 

to court by the labor unions after the 
June vote, in an effort to invalidate 
the measure if it passes. 

In a press release following the 
announcement, DeMaio said, “I am 
thrilled that today’s court ruling will 
uphold the people’s right to vote on 
Pension Reform in June. However, 
given how desperate the govern-
ment labor union and their lawyers 
have been thus far, we can expect 
a major battle over pension reform 
leading up to Election Day.” 

Following the public employees 
suit, on Feb. 22 Superior Court 
Judge Steven Denton rejected a 
lawsuit brought by 2012 mayoral 
candidate Hud Collins alleging the 
CPR was improperly drafted as a 
charter revision and not as a char-
ter amendment. Under California 

Judges reaffirm June CPR vote
Two separate cases to block initiative fail

see pension, page 20
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Middle Class  
Scholarships make 
college affordable 
for all Californians

California’s public universities 
and colleges used to be a bargain 
for middle class parents.

In addition to their relatively 
low cost, they were also among the 
top academic colleges in the nation. 
They were the ultimate equalizer, 
as an excellent student could go 
to a world-class university even if 
their parents were not wealthy.  

Due to the national recession 
and chronic budget shortfalls, 
college fees have risen dramati-
cally over the last decade. Since 
the 2003-2004 school year, Cali-
fornia State University fees have 
increased 191 percent; University 
of California fees have increased 
by 145 percent; and community 
college student fees have also 
increased significantly. 

While low-income students 
can still rely on Cal Grants and 
Pell Grants, middle-income 
students, whose families make 
just over the cutoff limit, are be-
ing increasingly squeezed out of 
higher education.

To keep college affordable for 
all Californians, I am joining with 
Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez 
and my Democratic colleagues 
in the Assembly to propose the 
Middle Class Scholarship, a pro-
gram to keep college fees down 

for middle income 
families. These 
scholarships will 
be funded by clos-
ing a tax loophole 
for out-of-state 
corporations.

All students 
in the CSU and 
UC systems with 
family incomes 
less than $150,000 
who do not 
already have fees 
covered from an-
other source will 
receive a Middle 
Class Scholarship 
that cuts costs by 
two-thirds. To ap-
ply for the Middle 
Class Scholar-
ship, CSU and UC 
students will fill 
out the standard 
financial aid forms.

Under this 
proposal, approxi-
mately 150,000 CSU students will 
receive the Middle Class Schol-
arship and save over $4,000 per 
year. About 42,000 UC students 
will also receive the Middle Class 
Scholarship and save up to $8,169 
per year. Further, community col-
leges will receive $150 million to 
expand affordability efforts.  

Investing in California’s 
students is an investment in our 
future. For every one dollar we 
spend on higher education, the 
state gets a three-dollar return on 
its investment.  

Passing this legislation will re-
quire a two-thirds vote of the Leg-
islature, which means Republican 
and Democrat legislators will 
have to join together in support-
ing the plan. This won’t be easy 
to accomplish, but with enough 
persuasion from students, par-
ents, and all who depend on an 
educated workforce in California, 
it can become a reality.v

For more information about 
the Middle Class Scholarship, 
please visit my website at asmdc.
org/members/a76/.

Editorial

Assemblymember Toni Atkins

Fashion coverage  
needed in San Diego  
Downtown News

My name is Gretchen Burns 
Bergman. I am a born and raised 
San Diegan and have been reading 
the San Diego Downtown News for 
many years. Upon reading the latest 
issue [see Vol. 13, issue 2], I found 
it disappointing to that the fashion 
column by Diana Cavagnero was 
not included. San Diego is a city of 

the arts and has a fashion industry 
that has boomed within the last 
few years with the majority of their 
events being held Downtown. I feel 
it is a shortsighted decision on this 
publications behalf to not continue 
covering fashion events. Fashion 
has and will continue to have 
extreme social relevance. I look 
forward to reading your next issue 
and hope to see the fashion column 
included again.

—Gretchen Burns-Bergman,  
San Diego, via e-mail

Editors’ note: We agree with 
Ms. Burns-Bergman’s view that 
San Diego is a city with a boom-
ing fashion industry and we look 
forward to being able to include 
coverage of pertinent fashion 
news and events in San Diego 
Downtown News. While we were 
unable to include the column 
in question for the March issue, 
we are constantly working on 
improving our coverage in the 
paper and take feedback like this 
very seriously. 

Letter to the Editor
Dumanis anD GolDsmith 
investiGate CaRQuest

San Diego County District 
Attorney Bonnie Dumanis and 
City Attorney Jan Goldsmith an-
nounced a resolution of an inves-
tigation of Golden State Supply, 
doing business as CARQUEST 
Auto Parts stores that resulted 
in a $242,715 judgment against 
the retail and wholesale corpora-
tion. CARQUEST is accused of 
charging customers more than 
the advertised or posted price on 
items when they were scanned 
at check out counters. The case 
alleged CARQUEST stores in 
California, including their East 
Village location, charged custom-
ers more than the advertised or 
posted price on items in violation 
of unfair competition and false 
advertising laws. There was no 
admission of wrongdoing or 
liability by CARQUEST, which 
cooperated with prosecutors to 
reach a stipulated judgment.

thRee aRtists paint the 
City in KettneR niGhts

An opening reception for the 
“Three Artists Paint The City” 
exhibit will be held March 9 at 6 
p.m., in conjunction with Kettner 
Nights in Little Italy. Kettner 
Nights, held the second Friday 
of every other month, features a 
walk filled with art, design and 
antiques on Kettner Boulevard 
and India Street from Grape 
to Laurel Streets. The ever-
changing landscape of a heavily 
developed city is the focus of this 
exhibition of three artists, Wade 
Cline, Kim Reasor and Brad 
Maxey, who primarily use San 
Diego as their subject.  

san DieGo poliCe seeKinG 
assault suspeCt

Detectives from the San 
Diego Police Department’s 
Central Division are investigating 
a recent battery that occurred on 
a trolley car near Petco Park. On 
Feb. 22 at approximately 6 p.m., 
the victim changed trolley cars 
at the Imperial Avenue station on 
her way to the Gaslamp Quarter. 
She boarded a trolley car that 

DowntownBriefs

see Briefs, page 11
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proximately eight years. About $10 
million of the roughly $15 million 
capital campaign has been raised 
through a combination of private 
and corporate donations. BYCOR 
General Contractors is overseeing 
the renovation.

In the still unfinished building 
with concrete floors and sheet 
rock, hundreds of students, staff, 
volunteers and philanthropists 
crowded into the planned multi-
purpose room, which is the size 
of the current entire Monarch 
School located in Little Italy. 

“Think of this building as a 
cocoon,” said Greg Cox of the San 
Diego County Board of Supervi-
sors, whose district borders the 
new school location. “We’ll come 
back in the fall and it will be a 
beautiful butterfly.” The new loca-
tion is expected to be complete by 
October 2012. 

Founded in 1988, the Monarch 
School is currently located at 
808 W. Cedar St. across from the 
County Administration building. It 
serves students in Kindergarten 
through 12th grades, and they are 
currently at capacity with approxi-
mately 150 students at a time in a 
10,000-square-foot building. The 
new building will have the capacity 
for 350 students, doubling the cur-
rent number. 

In addition, the school provides 
students access to health and den-
tal care, food, clothing and trans-
portation. It has broad community 
support, ranging from a large 
contingent of volunteers who do 
everything from tutor students as 
well as drive them to doctor’s ap-
pointments, to support from local 
businesses like Specialty Produce. 
The produce company donates 
fresh fruits and vegetables every 
day for the students to eat. 

The Monarch School is unique, 
not only in regard to the extensive 
community support it receives, 
but also in the relationships it 
develops. “Yes, it’s great to have a 
quality building, but what’s most 
important [are] these children and 
adults and the quality of interac-
tion between them every day,” 
said Dr. Randolph Ward, superin-
tendent of the San Diego County 
Office of Education.  

Ward addressed a group 

of Monarch students at the 
groundbreaking, saying, “Look 
around you and look at the people 
who care about you. You’ve heard 
that overused phrase, ‘It takes a 
village.’ This is it.”

Mayor Jerry Sanders attended 
the groundbreaking and said, “It’s 
amazing to me, but the Monarch 
School is the only one of its kind 
in the country.” Sanders said the 
Monarch template should be repli-
cated across the country.

In a report provided by 
the foster youth and homeless 
services department at the San 
Diego County Office of Education, 
the County had 15,870 homeless 
students in the 2010 - 2011 school 
year. This number is approximate-
ly 2,000 more than the prior year. 
Because of their unstable living 
situations, frequent absences and 
need to move between different 
schools often, these students 
quickly fall behind and lose access 
to educational opportunities.

“This new campus is about lev-
eling the playing field for our stu-
dents,” said Joel Garcia, principal 
of the Monarch School. “The one 
thing that will not change is the 
climate, the feel of the school… 
[which is] a high academic and 
social experience in an environ-
ment that is nurturing.”

Garcia said the school will 
offer high school students the 
basic academic courses that are 
required to attend public universi-
ties. About 71 percent of students 
that graduate from Monarch 
School enroll in some form of 
post-secondary education.

In statistics provided by the 
Monarch School, the average stu-
dent arrives nearly three years be-
hind standard grade levels, yet the 
students progress approximately 
one academic year for every six 
months they are in attendance. 

Fabian San Elias, a senior, 
came to Monarch in November 
2010 after his family found them-
selves homeless after losing their 
home in the housing crisis.

“Before I came to Monarch, my 
dreams and goals were gone,” San 
Elias said. “I started to believe I was 
going to be a high school dropout 
based on the way things were going.”

Nearing graduation, San Elias 
said he now wants to be a teacher 
and counselor so he can “inspire 
young minds like [I] was inspired 
at Monarch.”v

froM page 1
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A sign showing the completed school greeted attendees at the ceremony. (Photo by Paul Nestor)

Monarch School celebrates the  groundbreaking of a new 51,000-square-foot 
school for San Diego’s homeless  youth. (Photo by Paul Nestor)
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was occupied only by the sus-
pect. As the trolley pulled away 
from the station, the suspect 
made a lewd comment to the 
victim and grabbed her. The trol-
ley stopped at 100 Sixth Ave. and 
the victim ran off the car. The 
suspect is described as a white or 
Hispanic male between 20 and 25 
years old with red hair and freck-
les. He is approximately 5 feet 10 
inches tall and weighs between 
130 and 140 pounds. He wore a 
black T-shirt with a square, white 
logo, a gray plaid hooded sweat-
shirt and red pajama pants with 
white writing down the leg.

assemblymembeR bloCK 
intRoDuCes leGislation 
to tempoRaRily move 
teaCheR layoff  
notifiCation DeaDline 

Assemblymember Marty 
Block introduced legislation 
on Feb. 24 that would tempo-
rarily move the preliminary 
deadline for teacher layoffs in 
the San Diego Unified School 
District from March 15 to 
June 15 and the final layoff 
notification deadline from 
May 15 to August 15, provid-
ing the District the benefit of 
analyzing the Governor’s May 
budget revision before making 
decisions on preliminary no-
tices. Last year, the San Diego 
Unified School District issued 
1,374 layoff notices in order 
to receive budget approval 
from the San Diego County 
Office of Education. The 
District eventually rescinded 
more than 85 percent of those 
layoffs, once accurate budget 
data was available.v
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stops for this year’s celebration. 

The festival, taking place from 2 
p.m. to midnight in the Gaslamp 
District, is presented by Jameson 
Irish Whisky and The Field. 

Benefitting the Gaslamp Quarter 

Historical Foundation, shamROCK 
organizers will be recreating a 150-
foot Irish Pub outdoors and laying 
down over 80,000 square feet of 
green Astroturf. In a press release 
for the event, organizers said they 
intend to “transform the Gaslamp 
Quarter into an urban… version of 
the rolling hills of Ireland.”

Organizers are expecting over 
20,000 people, and said previous 
years have sold out. Located on 
Sixth Avenue between E 

and G streets, the event will 
feature three separate stages of live 
entertainment. Bands include the 
Young Dubliners, Irish Rock and 
Irish Punk Rock, among others. 

Earlier in the day, the Irish 
Congress of Southern California 
is presenting its St. Patrick’s Day 
program in Balboa Park. Now in 
its 32nd year, the event kicks off at 
10 a.m. with a flag-raising ceremo-
ny followed by the organization’s 
annual parade. 

The Irish Congress’s flag-
raising ceremony will be held at 
Sixth Avenue and Juniper Street. 
The parade will begin at 10:30 a.m., 
starting at the flag-raising location. 
It will then travel north on Fifth Av-
enue to Upas Street, east to Sixth 
Avenue, south on Sixth Avenue 
and will end back at Juniper Street. 
A festival in Balboa Park follows. 

Tony Mande serves as the 
chairperson of this year’s parade 
and has been part of the volunteer-
driven Irish Congress’s efforts for 
12 years. Mande said the parade 
pays homage to Irish history and 
customs, some of which have been 
misunderstood in America.

“We’re here to celebrate the 
spirit of the country and, basi-
cally, to educate and honor the 
history and traditions of the Irish 
people,” Mande said. “Everyone’s 
aware of the Irish, but this is a 
chance to let people know about 
their rich heritage.”

Mande, who has traveled to 
Ireland, said people in the United 
States have fabricated some of the 
country’s customs over time. For 
example, Mande said he has never 
come across a pint of green beer 
in his visits to pubs in Ireland, a 
common practice in the United 
States on St. Patrick’s Day. 

Colleen Murphy, who serves as 
the Irish Congress’s board chair-
person, said she has witnessed the 
organization’s dedication first-hand 
in her nearly 30 years of involve-
ment. 

“This really is a purely volunteer-
driven effort,” Murphy said. “We 
receive no grant money and no fund-
ing from the city of San Diego. All of 

the money [to put the program on] 
comes from fundraising.”

On the day of the event, 
Murphy said between 140 and 170 
volunteers contribute through a 
variety of ways, including volun-
teering as a parade marshal, ven-
dor, judge, announcer or server at 
the beer garden.

“There’s a small core of dedicat-
ed people who really care about this 
event,” Murphy said. “The great 
thing is, we all get along and are 
very passionate about what we do. 
Everyone loves a good parade, and 
this one has always been a blast.”

The St. Patrick’s Day parade and 
festival technically is the only event 
the Irish Congress of Southern 
California puts on; but organizers 
work collaboratively with a number 
of other related organizations on 
events throughout the year.

“We’re looking to become an 
organization that makes ourselves 
available to other organizations 
[and] to serve as a resource,” 
Murphy said. “We started small, 
but we’ve evolved over time. It’s 
been exciting to see.”

The Irish Congress’s festival 
in Balboa Park is free and open to 
the public. In the Gaslamp Quarter, 
shamROCK festival wristbands start 
at $35. The Downtown festival is a 21 
and over event. Several Downtown 
bars and clubs will be offering dis-
counts for shamROCK participants, 
including Croce’s Restaurant & Jazz 
Bar and Jimmy Love’s, among others. 

More information about the 
shamROCK festival and tickets for 
the event can be found at sandi-
egoshamrock.com or by calling 
(619) 233-5008.v

froM page 1

st. patrICk

Participants in last year’s shamROCK festival in the Gaslamp Quarter. (All photos courtesy shamROCK)
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CalendarofEvents

maRCh 2
The Wild Bunch screening: 

2:30 p.m. Central Library, 820 E 
Street, 3rd floor, free

Fridays at the Fleet Films: 
7 p.m., “Lewis and Clark: Great 
Journey West” and 8 p.m., “Everest.” 
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center, 
1875 El Prado, see one film for $9.50, 
and any additional film for $6 each

A Room with a View: 2 p.m., 
opening day, based on E.M. For-
ster’s novel about a freethinking 
girl in a corseted age, Old Globe 
Theater, 1363 Old Globe Way, 
tickets start at $45

Roddy Radiation and the 
USA Skabilly Rebels: 8:30 p.m., 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., 
$10 in advance, $12 at the door 

Eye of a Needle Sleeping bag 
fundraiser: through March 31, Eye 
of a Needle is accepting donations 
via PayPal to fund sleeping bag 
purchases for San Diego’s homeless 
population. To donate, visit fondly.
com/eyeofaneedlefoundation. 

maRCh 3
Little Italy Mercato: 9 a.m. 

– 1:30 p.m. Saturdays, farmers 
market with over 100 booths, Date 
& India streets, free.   

An Acoustic Evening with Al 
Stewart: 7:30, Anthology, 1337 India 
St., tickets start at $10, visit antholo-
gysd.com for more information

Scars on 45: 9:30, Anthol-
ogy, 1337 India St., tickets start 
at $10, visit anthologysd.com for 
more information

Secret of the Cardboard 
Rocket: 11 a.m., digital plan-
etarium show for children 5 – 10, 
showing Saturday and Sunday 
mornings, Reuben H. Fleet Science 
Center, 1875 El Prado, $15.75 for 
adults, $12.75 for children

Rock the Dome: 7 p.m. and 8 
p.m. showings, Classic rock music 
set to dazzling imagery and full-
dome where the audience chooses 
the music from our library of rock 
music and original imagery, Reu-
ben H. Fleet Science Center, 1875 

El Prado, $10 public, $8 members 
Zola Jesus: 8:30 p.m., The 

Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $13 in 
advance, $15 at the door,

maRCh 4
Love, Etc bridal fair: noon, 

explore the various elements it 
takes to create a fantasy wedding, 
featuring Tiffany & Co., Neiman 
Marcus, Paper and Thread, and 
M Bride Couture Gowns, The US 
Grant Hotel, 326 Broadway, $20

Lamb’s Players Theatre: 7 
p.m. Cabaret Anthology, 1337 India 
St., tickets start at $22, visit anthol-
ogysd.com for more information

Phenomenal – California 
Light, Space, Surface: 11 a.m., 
final day of exhibit, in-depth look 
at 13 artists whose work with light 
as a medium in the 1960s and ‘70s 
defined an era of art making in Cali-
fornia, Museum of Contemporary 
Art, 1100 Kettner Blvd., free - $10 

Ty Segall: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $12 in 
advance, $14 at the door 

Unsigned Sundays live: 4 
p.m., local live music, House of 
Blues, 1055 Fifth Ave., no cover 

Ann Erwin: 2:30 p.m., solo 
flute music by women composers, 
Central Library 820 E St., free

maRCh 5
City Council meeting: 2 

p.m. Mondays, 202 C Street, 12th 
floor, free

Twilight Sad: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $10 

maRCh 6
Residents Free Tuesdays in 

Balboa Park: hours vary by muse-
um, participating museums include 
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center, 
Centro Cultural de la Raza, San Di-
ego Model Railroad Museum, San 
Diego Natural History Museum. 
Free for San Diego Residents with 
ID, active military and dependents

City Council meeting: 10 
a.m. Tuesdays, 202 C Street, 12th 
floor, free

Miniature Tigers: 7:30 p.m., 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., 
$10 in advance, $12 at the door 

maRCh 7
Daniel Ketelhut – New 

Paintings: 4 p.m., final day of 
exhibit, 98 Bottles, 2400 Kettner 
Blvd, free.  

The Sky Tonight: 7 p.m. and 
8:15 p.m., planetarium shows fea-
turing full color visuals and realistic 
simulations of cosmic phenomena, 
after the show an astronomer 
presents the sky in San Diego as 
it can be seen on the night of the 
show. Weather and operational 
requirement permitting, free tele-
scope provided to view the sky on 
the Prado in Balboa Park. Reuben 
H. Fleet Science Center, 1875 El 
Prado, $12 visitors, $10 members 

The Republic of Letters: 8:30 
p.m., The Casbah, 2501 Kettner 
Blvd., $8

maRCh 8
Martha Martin: 7 p.m., White 

Box Contemporary exhibit, Alexan-
der Salazar Fine Art, 1040 Seventh 
Ave., free 

Object Lessons – France 
in the Golden Age: 10 a.m., “a 
concentration of five French 17th-
century paintings...the first of a 
series of small displays of art called 
‘Object Lessons’” Timken Museum 
of Art, 1500 El Prado, free 

Vochol – Huichol Art on 
Wheels: 10 a.m., “a captivating dis-
play of more than 2,277,000 glass 
beads arranged on a classic Volk-
swagen Bug.” San Diego Museum 
of Art, 1450 El Prado, free - $12

Maren Parusel: 8:30 p.m., City 
Beat Local Music Issue Party, The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $8 

maRCh 9
The Ballad of Cable Hogue 

screening: 2:30 p.m. Central Li-
brary, 820 E Street, 3rd floor, free

How I Got That Story: 7:30 
p.m., Mo`olelo Performing Arts 
Company stages Amlin Gray’s 
“two-man nightmare comedy,” 
about a newspaper reporter from 
Dubuque who goes to “Ambo-land” 
(Vietnam), Tenth Avenue Theater, 
930 Tenth Ave., tickets start at $22

The Stone Foxes: 8:30 p.m., 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., 
$10 in advance, $12 at the door

maRCh 10
Little Italy Mercato: 9 a.m. 

– 1:30 p.m. Saturdays, farmers 
market with over 100 booths, Date 
& India streets, free.   

The beautiful view: 8:30 p.m., 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $8 
in advance, $10 day of event

Richard Franklin - Photog-
raphy: 7 p.m., White Box Contem-
porary exhibit, Alexander Salazar 
Fine Art, 1040 Seventh Ave., free 

The Mark of Zorro: 8 p.m., 
Silent Film Night promises this 
1920 swashbuckling adventure 
starring Douglas Fairbanks and 
Noah Beery, Copley Symphony 
Hall, 750 B St., $20 

Anna Christie: 8 p.m., opening 
day, Sheryl and Harvey White The-
ater, 1363 Old Globe Way tickets 
start at $29

Don Pasquale: 7 p.m., San 
Diego Opera, Civic Center Plaza, 
1200 Third Ave., tickets start at $50 

The Heavy Guilt: 8:30 p.m., 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $8 
in advance, $10 at the door

maRCh 11
Back to the Garden: 7 p.m., 

Tribute to Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young, Anthology, 1337 India St., 
tickets start at $10

Crocodiles: 8:30 p.m., The Cas-
bah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $12 

maRCh 12
City Council meeting: 2 p.m. 

Mondays, 202 C Street, 12th floor, free
Slow Club: 8:30 p.m., The 

Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $8 in 
advance, $10 at the door 

Margaret Dilloway discus-
sion of How To Be An Ameri-
can Housewife: 7 p.m., author 
discussing her debut novel, Upstart 
Crow Bookstore, 835C West Har-
bor Drive, free 

maRCh 13
City Council meeting: 10 

a.m. Tuesdays, 202 C Street, 12th 
floor, free

Residents Free Tuesdays 
in Balboa Park: hours vary by 
museum, participating museums 
include Museum of Photographic 
Arts, San Diego History Cen-
ter, Veterans’ Museum and Memo-
rial Center. Free for San Diego 
Residents with ID, active military 
and dependents

Don Pasquale: 7 p.m., San 
Diego Opera, Civic Center Plaza, 
1200 Third Ave., tickets start at $50 

The Pettybreakers: 8 p.m., 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., 
$10 in advance, $10 at the door 

maRCh 14
Ziggy Shuffledust and the 

Spiders from Mars, The Cured, 
Radiohedz and Jane’s Diction:  8 
p.m., cover band fundraiser for 
musician for Gino M., The Casbah, 
2501 Kettner Blvd., $10 in advance, 
$13 at the door 

maRCh 15
Chuck Loeb Organ Trio: 7:30 

p.m., Funk Jazz Fusion, Anthology, 
1337 India St., tickets start at $11

An Horse: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $10 in 
advance, $12 at the door 

maRCh 16
Bostich and Fussible: 9 p.m., 

4th & B, 345 B St., tickets start at $20
Straw Dogs screening: 2:30 

p.m. Central Library, 820 E Street, 
3rd floor, free

John Waite “Rough and 
Tumble” Tour: 7:30 p.m., Acoustic 
Rock, Anthology, 1337 India St., 
tickets start at $11

San Diego Indie Fest: 9:30 
p.m., featuring Danielle LoPresti 
and the Masses, Rhythm and the 
Method, Black Party Politics, Ken-
dra Dial. Anthology, 1337 India St., 
tickets start at $12

Don Pasquale: 8 p.m., San 
Diego Opera, Civic Center Plaza, 
1200 Third Ave., tickets start at $50 

Dead Meadow: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $10

see Calendar, page 15
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maRCh 17

ShamROCK: 2 p.m., biggest 
Irish celebration on the West 
Coat with a 150-foot Irish pub 
on the streets of the Gaslamp, 
featuring the Young Dubliners. 
Located on the block bordered by 
E Street, Fifth Avenue, G Street 
and Seventh Avenue, for more 
information or to buy tickets, visit 
sandiegoshamrock.com, $35, $40, 
and $45. 

Little Italy Mercato: 9 a.m. 
– 1:30 p.m. Saturdays, farmers 
market with over 100 booths, Date 
& India streets, free.   

Camarada concert ‘Celtic 
Celebration’: 6:30 p.m., Meyer 
Fine Art reception followed by the 
Camarada concert of Irish music, 
Meyer Fine Art, 2400 Kettner 
Blvd., tickets start at $40

maRCh 18
Two-Time Grammy Winner 

Laurence Juber: 7 p.m., Classic 
Folk Rock, Anthology, 1337 India 
St., tickets start at $10 

Don Pasquale: 2 p.m., San 
Diego Opera, Civic Center Plaza, 
1200 Third Ave., tickets start at $50 

Unsigned Sundays live: 4 
p.m., local live music, House of 
Blues, 1055 Fifth Ave., no cover 

maRCh 19
City Council meeting: 2 

p.m. Mondays, 202 C Street, 
12th floor, free

maRCh 20
Residents Free Tuesdays in 

Balboa Park: hours vary by muse-
um, participating museums include 
San Diego Art Institute, Mingei 
International Museum, San 
Diego Museum of Art, San Diego 
Museum of Man, Japanese Friend-

ship Garden. Free for San Diego 
Residents with ID, active military 
and dependents

Robert Glaser featuring 
Bilal: 7:30 p.m., Jazz and soul 
singer, Anthology, 1337 India St., 
tickets start at $12 

City Council meeting: 10 
a.m. Tuesdays, 202 C Street, 12th 
floor, free

maRCh 21
Lumineers: 8:30 p.m., The 

Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $10 

maRCh 22
Pat Martino Duo with Eldar: 

7:30 p.m., contemporary jazz piano, 
Anthology, 1337 India St., tickets 
start at $10 

maRCh 23
The Getaway screening: 2:30 

p.m. Central Library, 820 E Street, 
3rd floor, free

Mindi Abair: 7:30 p.m., con-
temporary jazz sax, Anthology, 
1337 India St., tickets start at $12

Manny Cepeda Orchestra: 
9:30 p.m., salsa, Anthology, 1337 
India St., tickets start at $10 

Perfume Genius: 8:30 
p.m., The Casbah, 2501 Kettner 
Blvd., $10 in advance, $12 at 
the door 

maRCh 24
Little Italy Mercato: 9 a.m. 

– 1:30 p.m. Saturdays, farmers 
market with over 100 booths, Date 
& India streets, free.   

Seaport Village Spring 
Busker Festival: noon, street 
performers, jugglers, comedic 
stuntmen and others, followed by 
Busker After Dark. Seaport Village, 
West Harbor Drive and Pacific 
Highway, free. 

Robert Schwartman and 
The Relationship: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $8 in 
advance, $10 at the door 

maRCh 25
Seaport Village Spring 

Busker Festival: noon, street 
performers, jugglers, comedic 
stuntmen and others, followed by 
Busker After Dark. Seaport Village, 
West Harbor Drive and Pacific 
Highway, free. 

Lizz Wright: 7 p.m., jazz 
vocalist, Anthology, 1337 India St., 
tickets start at $12 

Mumiy Troll: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $20

maRCh 26
JC Brooks and the Uptown 

Sound: 8:30 p.m., The Casbah, 
2501 Kettner Blvd., $8 in advance, 
$10 at the door 

City Council meeting: 2 
p.m. Mondays, 202 C Street, 12th 
floor, free

maRCh 27
Residents Free Tuesdays 

in Balboa Park: hours vary by 
museum, participating mu-
seums include San Diego Air 
& Space Museum, San Diego 
Automotive Museum, San Diego 
Hall of Champions and certain 
House of Pacific Relations Inter-
national Cottages. 

City Council meeting: 10 
a.m. Tuesdays, 202 C Street, 12th 
floor, free

Free for San Diego Residents with 
ID, active military and dependents

maRCh 28
Robben Ford: 7:30 and 9:30 

p.m., blues guitarist, Anthology, 
1337 India St., tickets start at $10 

Neil Hamburger: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $10

maRCh 29
Kindred The Family Soul – 

“Kindred in Concert”: 7:30 and 
9:30 p.m., soul singers, Anthology, 
1337 India St., tickets start at $10 
for the 7:30 show and $11 for the 

9:30 show 
White Rabbits: 8:30 p.m., The 

Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $12 in 
advance, $14 at the door 

maRCh 30
Bring Me the Head of Al-

fredo Garcia screening: 2:30 p.m. 
Central Library, 820 E Street, 3rd 
floor, free

Fridays at the Fleet Films: 
7 p.m., “Lewis and Clark: Great 
Journey West” and 8 p.m., “Ever-
est.” Reuben H. Fleet Science 
Center, 1875 El Prado, see one film 
for $9.50, and any additional film 
for $6 each

The Wedding Present: 8:30 p.m., 
The Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $15

maRCh 31
Little Italy Mercato: 9 a.m. 

– 1:30 p.m. Saturdays, farmers 
market with over 100 booths, Date 
& India streets, free.   

Candyrat Guitar Night: 
7:30 p.m., featuring Ewan 
Dobson, Gareth Pearson, Craig 
D’Andrea and Matthew Santos, 
Anthology, 1337 India St., tick-
ets start at $10 

Jade Element: 9:30 p.m., R & 
B and soul singer, Anthology, 1337 
India St., tickets start at $10 

Eye of a Needle Sleep-
ing bag fundraiser: final day, 
Eye of a Needle is accepting 
donations via PayPal to fund 
sleeping bag purchases for San 
Diego’s homeless population. 
To donate, visit fondly.com/
eyeofaneedlefoundation. 

apRil 1 
Smokin’ Joe Kubek and 

Bnois King “Have blues, will 
travel”: 7 p.m., Texas blues, 
Anthology, 1337 India St., tickets 
start at $10 

A Mellow and Beautiful 
Requiem: 2 p.m., Fauré’s “Re-
quiem,” the Villa-Lobos “Bachianas 

Brasileiras No. 5,” and Mozart’s 
“Sinfonia Concertante for Winds.” 
Copley Symphony Hall, 750 B St., 
tickets start at $20 

apRil 2 
Marcus Foster: 8:30 p.m., The 

Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $10 in 
advance, $12 at the door 

Ted Nash Quartet “The 
Creep” CD release tour: 7:30 
p.m., contemporary jazz sax, 
Anthology, 1337 India St., tickets 
start at $10

apRil 3 
Whale Watching Time: 9:45 

a.m. and 1:30 p.m. daily Locate 
gray whales on their round trip 
migration from Bering Sea to 
Baja’s breeding grounds. For 
reservations, call (619) 234-4111. 
1050 North Harbor Dr., tickets 
start at $17.50

apRil 4 

Beatles vs. Stones: 7:30 p.m., 
a musical shoot out with Abbey 
Road and Jumping Jack Flash, 
Anthology, 1337 India St., tickets 
start at $10 

Bear in Heaven: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $12

apRil 5 
John K. Samson and the 

Provincial Band: 8:30 p.m., The 
Casbah, 2501 Kettner Blvd., $13

Kyle Eastwood: 7:30 p.m., nu-
jazz funk, Anthology, 1337 India St., 
tickets start at $10

San Diego Padres Home 
Opener: 4:05 first pitch, versus 
the Los Angeles Dodgers, Petco 
Park, 100 Park Blvd., ticket 
prices vary

East Village Opening Day 
Block Party: 11:30 a.m., J Street 
between 7th and 10th Avenues, 
deejays, food trucks and Stone 
Brewing Company beer, free v
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It’s all  
Happen ing

Marc and Dar l ynne Menkin

This is our favorite time of the 
year. Thanks to Daylight Saving 
Time, the days are longer and 
Opening Day for the Padres is just 
around the corner. The arrival of 
spring means sunny days, starry 
nights and spending as much time 
as possible outside.

For dog lovers, this time of 
the year is especially fun because 
many restaurants and bars often 
step up their Yappy Hours. Here 
are some happening spots in 
92101 that are Fido-friendly.

The next time you head out to 
happy hour, bring your four-legged 
friend to Canine Cocktails at Hotel 
Indigo on 509 Ninth Ave. The popu-
lar event is held once a month at 
the hotel’s Level 9 Rooftop bar from 
5:30 – 9 p.m. If you haven’t been to 
this particular lounge, it has a cool 
vibe and an amazing view of Petco 
Park. Yappy Hour prices include $5 
well drinks and draft beers. They 
also offer dog treats, and guests can 
buy raffle tickets for a chance to win 
a goodie bag.

Patrick McTigue, director 
of sales and marketing at Hotel 
Indigo, said the event is a big 
hit with locals and hotel guests. 
“Everyone always has a great time 
and baseball season certainly adds 
to the draw,” he said. The date of 
Canine Cocktails changes every 

month, but it’s always 
held on a Thursday. 
The next one will 
be March 15 and 
will have a St. 
Patrick’s Day 
theme so don’t forget to 
wear your green.

Insider’s Tip: Before 
you head upstairs, be sure you 
look at the beautiful glass sculp-
ture at the top of the building. 
It’s a true hidden gem that 
is often overlooked called 
“Indigo Waters,” a sculpture 
created by local artist Lisa 
Schirmer. The Friday night 
Padre games often have 
fireworks and the rooftop is 
a great spot to see the show.

Another popular out-
door dog-friendly delight 
can be found at Sally’s 
Seafood on the Water in 
Seaport Village. Held on 
Thursday nights on their 
outdoor patio from 5 – 7 
p.m., this is an ideal spot 
to relax with a glass of 
wine with other dog 
lovers. This is the 
fourth year Sally’s 
has offered a Yappy 
Hour and every 
year, it draws a nice 
crowd. Well drinks 
and house wine go 
for $5, while draft 
beers are $3. Some 
of the more popular 
appetizers, which are all 
50 percent off, include crab cakes, 
spring rolls and tempura shrimp.

In Little Italy, Davanti Enoteca 
has a happy hour every night from 
4 – 6 p.m. This is a cool Italian 
restaurant that recently opened on 
1655 India St. The restaurant’s pa-
tio courtyard in the back and the 
new front patio are dog friendly 
and make for a great place to 
hang out with your four-legged 
friends. Their happy hour menu 
includes $5 house red or white 
wines, $4 craft beers and $6 wells. 
Appetizers are half off and include 
bruschetta, pizza and burgers.

Heavenly Cupcake is in the 
Gaslamp Quarter is a hidden gem 
that believes in spoiling your ca-
nine companion. Their Heavenly 
Pupcakes are $2 and are made 
with dog-friendly ingredients: 
carrots, whole-wheat flour, peanut 
butter, honey and cream cheese. 
Doggie decorations are made of 
fondant, which includes sugar, 
glucose sugar and food coloring.

Insider’s tip: The second 
Wednesday of every month is a 
good day to visit Heavenly Cup-
cake. They do a complimentary 
cupcake tasting event. March 14 is 
the next tasting extravaganza.

We want to hear from you: The 
finest street performers in all the 
land will be at the Busker Festival 
in Seaport Village March 24 and 
25. Take a photo of you and some 
friends with someone from the 
Mango-Dango Show. The most 
creative picture will win two tick-
ets to a Saturday public Scavenger 
Hunt with WYWTB Tours and two 
tickets to a Discover Coronado 
Biking Adventure. E-mail your 
photo to tours@wheretours.com 
by March 20.v

—Marc & Darlynne Menkin are 
the co-owners of Where You Want 
To Be Tours. Many of their tours 
and teambuilding scavenger hunts 
feature secret Downtown areas.  
Visit them at wheretours.com 

Fido-friendly happy hours at many 
downtown destinations
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DavID nelson / restaurant revIew

In the 1970s, white wine pretty 
much shoved cocktails out of the 
pre-dinner picture. It has taken 
spirits a while to battle back, and 
they have, valiantly, in the shakers 
of artisan bartenders who concoct 
cocktails worthy of the best 
menus in town. At the new Saltbox 
in the Hotel Palomar at 1047 Fifth 
Ave., the drinks flow with style as 
taste-enhancing preludes to Chef 
Simon Dolinky’s energetic and 
entertaining menu.

Such appetizers as brisket 
sliders laced with horseradish 
and pickled onions as well as beef 
cheek tacos seasoned with Korean 
spices, are crafted to appease seri-
ous hunger. They make perfect 
foils to Saltbox specialty cocktails 
like the Mental Ward, a power-
house pour of Wild Turkey rye 
and pomegranate molasses mud-
dled with lime juice and sugar, and 
the Mindanao Punch, which devil-
ishly shoots a syrup compounded 
of lime and habañero chilies into 
a hefty shot of pineapple-infused 
Flor de Cana Silver rum.  

Many of the drinks appear to 
have been designed with as much 
attention to detail as Dolinky’s 
contemporary, Asian and Mexican-
accented menu. Those eager to 
tread the path not taken will rush 
to down an Off the Beet’en Path, 
a complicated cocktail based on 
saffron-scented gin that blushes 
with beet brine and counters the 
sweetness of elderflower syrup 
with Angostura bitters. Yuzu, 
ginger and “dainzu hibiscus 
salt” also mix it up in this manic 
melee of flavors.  

Named for the saltbox 

style dwellings built around 
downtown over a century ago, 
the restaurant has an urban look 
bolstered by an urbane mood and 
heightened by a sound system 
that rivals those of good discos, 
although the music—thankfully—
plays at a much lower volume. A 
friendly, professional staff takes 
pleasure in advising which of 
Dolinky’s creations might suit 
your mood.  

The menu overall takes a 
rather bold, swashbuckling tone. 
Choices abound, commencing 
with hand-cut fries with Tabasco-
honey aioli (this chef never 
strolls the easy side of the street); 
piquantly marinated Castelvetrano 
olives; and crisp tacos filled with 
spicy shrimp ceviche and pink 
moons shaved from watermelon 
radishes. A selection of starters 
would make a savory buffet sup-
per for a group of four or more, 
especially if it included grilled 
mini-sandwiches of braised short 
ribs with Manchego cheese; 
the warm ham and cheese bites 
(they’re utterly irresistible); and, 
kitschy but flavorful, lobster corn 
dogs served with a dip of gingered 

remoulade sauce.
The menu lightens 

up with a fine selection of 
salads that includes an ar-

tichoke-bolstered Caesar; a 
roasted Brussels sprout salad 

that takes tasty advantage of 
this suddenly trendy vegetable; 

and a grilled kale salad sharp 
with flavors of white anchovies 

and black olive crostini. Also 
listed under the menu’s 
Farm and Garden 
heading are veg-

etarian 
options 

like butternut squash ravioli with 
curried walnuts and braised kale, 
and a gratin of potato dumplings 
served with a ragout of mush-
rooms and apples. Seafood offer-
ings similarly take a somewhat 
lighter touch, and Dolinky decisive-
ly nails the sharp flavors required 
to season a ceviche of buttery bay 
scallops. Bold spicing similarly 
makes a wonder of cioppino served 
with a mini loaf of sourdough and 
creamy, piquant rouille.

Dolinky plays to meat-eaters 
with an excellent version of steak-
frites, served as it often is in France 
with a well-reduced sauce of shallots 
and red wine; a slow-cooked beef 
short rib uniquely flavored with 
mango barbecue sauce and coconut 
Porter; an impressive “hamburgue-
sa” served on a torta bun; and the 
seductively tender, mustard-and-
crumb coated “devil’s chicken.” 
This one begs to be followed by 
a dessert able to moderate 
the mustard, an accomplish-
ment admirably performed 
by either the butterscotch 
pudding; the cutesy little box 
of chocolate churros served 
with a dip of crème anglaise; 
or the upside-down polenta 
cake with candied oranges 
and whipped cream. Their 
“campfire s’mores” are 
messy and fun, and, of 
course, Dolinky insists 
on making the marshmal-
lows in-house.v

The Asian and Mexican-inspired menu at Saltbox is energetic and entertaining
A bold, urban success

The Hotel Palomar
1047 Fifth Ave.

(619) 515-3003 
saltboxrestaurant.com
Starters $3 to $14
Entrees $12 to $25
Desserts $4 to $10

(l to r) Lobster corndogs and buttered popcorn and olives (Courtesy Saltbox)

Chef Simon Dolinky (Courtesy Saltbox)
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The Downtown Drink Shrinks 
here have certainly preached the 
skills and competitive level of ex-
perience you will find in a growing 
selection of bars throughout San 
Diego. Most of the trendsetters in 
town are freestanding bars dedi-
cated solely to the art of bar craft. 

However, there is another set 
of bars often overlooked when 
considering the bar category in 
San Diego: the hotel bar. 

The hotel bar experience is 

perfect for people watchers. You 
will never get the same experi-
ence or meet the same people. 
One week you might see movie 
stars, the following week Chinese 
aristocrats and the next, sym-
phony musicians. 

The environment in a hotel 
bar is constantly in a state of flux, 
adapting to the myriad of travel-
ers found in the building. Some 
hotel bars offer more than others 
through a co-mingling of locals 
and travelers. There really is no 
better time than now to visit a 
hotel bar in San Diego. 

At the Nightclub and Bar 
Convention in Las Vegas coming 
in March, the Grant Grill of the 
US Grant Hotel in downtown will 

be announced as the Best Hotel 
Bar in the United States. The 
largest award ever to grace a 
hotel bar in Southern California 
landed in downtown San Diego, 
and hopefully this will tempt 
some of you to try a hotel bar 
next time you go out. 

Downtown has several 
notable hotels with great bars 
worth a visit. The US Grant, 
The Palomar, Solamar, Hotel 
Indigo, The Hard Rock, the 
soon-to-be renovated W San 
Diego, The Sophia, and the 
Hotel Andaz—with the newly 
opened Katsuya—are all great 
examples of watering holes 
worth celebrating the arrival of 
spring 2012.v

Ring in spring at one of downtown’s many hotel bars
Downtown

Dr ink  sh r ink
Je f f  Josenhans

The Grant Grill at the US Grant Hotel (Courtesy US Grant Hotel)
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Downtowntown Games

By Connie Cook
Guest Columnist

Welcome to what is now almost 
springtime.  

For some, that hopefully 
means spring-cleaning, as in “out 
with the clutter.” For others, it 
means spring break, that amazing 
time of year from our youth that 
gave us the illusion of pure free-
dom as we delighted in a week-
long blur of beaches and booze.  

These days, it’s a little differ-
ent. Now we’re just happy to have 
time to sip a smoothie with the 
window rolled down while we dart 
from the dry cleaners to the bank 
on our lunch break.

Whatever your definition of the 
season, spring signifies rebirth 
and renewal. It’s a perfect time to 
embrace life and take a peek at 
where you are, making sure you 
are living up to your full potential 
by striving to be the best you can 
be every day.

We are all capable of so much 
more than we realize. Take some 
time to slow down, focus and get 
re-acquainted with yourself and 
how you live in this world. Evaluate 
where you are and invigorate your-
self with new direction if you need 
it, including in your fitness routine.

Sometimes we get so caught 
up in the hustle of our lives, we 
run though our workouts in a 
hurry and quickly check them 
off our to do lists. While a quick, 
vigorous workout might release 
enough endorphins to make you 
feel an immediate rush of accom-
plishment, by slowing down and 
focusing on your mind as well as 
your body, you can truly integrate 
your entire body into your work-
out and will become more mindful 
of your actions.

One way to calm your mind 
is with a guided meditation class. 
Meditation is a technique you can 
use at any time to still your mind 
and restore peace and harmony 
within yourself. It’s a great way to 
put things into perspective. You 
are what you think, so you should 
think as clearly and as positively 
as possible.

Another way to integrate your 
mind and body is through yoga. 
Yoga teaches you to focus on 
breathing while you hold poses, 
which creates an all-over calming 
effect. In yoga, you surrender to the 
pose by letting go of tension. Once 
you learn to use yoga-like breathing, 
stress and anxiety can be dissolved 
in any situation, from the dentist’s 
chair to being stuck in traffic.

Finally, consider taking a Tai 
Chi class. Tai Chi has a calming and 
meditative effect that makes it par-
ticularly helpful for reducing stress 
and anxiety. This traditional Chinese 
practice promotes peace and 
harmony in your mind by improv-
ing the flow of the internal energy 
throughout the whole body. It has a 

calming and meditative effect.
Take a journey of mindfulness 

this spring and reap the rewards 
of finding clarity in your life. 
Learn to find your Zen within, and 
you’ll be able to better cope with 
the curveballs spring may throw 
your way.v

—Connie Cook is a fitness and 
athletic director with over 20 years 

experience in the fitness industry. 
After extensive experience in the top 
fitness and athletic clubs in Houston, 
Texas, she moved to San Diego to be 
the FIT San Diego Fitness Direc-
tor as well as a teacher of several 
exercise classes. Certified in multiple 
national group fitness courses, she 
also appears regularly as the fea-
tured fitness correspondent for San 
Diego’s Fox 5 morning show. 

Spring into a new mindset

Yoga is an excellent way to calm your mind. (Courtesy Ginseng Yoga)
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Allow me to introduce myself. 
My name is Ron Stern, also 
known as the Global Gumshoe. I 
have been a travel photojournal-
ist for the past 11 years and my 
work has been published in ma-
jor magazines and newspapers 
in print and online. I am also the 
editor-in-chief of justsaygo.com, 
a travel e-zine providing travel 

content from destinations around 
the world.

In this first column, I want 
to give you strategies for find-
ing the best airfares. I usually 
start online with bookingbuddy.
com. This site gives me a good 
basis for comparing prices 
and also searches many of the 
other more popular travel sites, 
including Expedia, Travelocity 
and Orbitz. 

You can also search for 
vacation packages on book-
ingbuddy.com. I checked a 
seven-day Orlando, Fla. vaca-
tion package from San Diego 
on this website—via Traveloc-
ity—approximately three weeks 
in advance of my chosen dates. 
I found a round trip flight and 
a nice, value priced hotel with 
good customer reviews just five 
minutes from Disneyworld for 
only $600 per person. 

Other websites I typically 
check include kayak.com and 
mobissimo.com. I find both to 
be helpful for flight compari-
sons and have found significant 
savings on domestic flights 
using these. 

If you have ever had the 
dilemma about whether to book 
the flight you find online now or 
wait to see if it drops, you will 
not have to do that anymore. 
You can track fares on websites 

like yapta.com. Yapta will track 
the fares on airline websites 
and send you an e-mail if the 
price drops. Even if you have 
already booked a flight, Yapta 
will notify you if it finds a lower 
fare and provide you with the 
airline company’s rules that 
might qualify you for a voucher 
or refund if you find it cheaper 
someplace else. 

Sometimes, just signing up 
for a travel website’s e-mail 
newsletter can put you in the 
loop on incredible deals. I was 
signed up with Travelzoo and 
received an e-mail of a special 
deal, via Orbitz. 

What was the deal? How 
about a $296 round trip airfare 
from Denver, Colo. to Mos-
cow, Russia, including all taxes 
and fees? Not bad, huh? I saw 
a similar deal once through 
farecompare.com, where they 
were offering a round trip flight 
from Denver to Paris, France 
for $530 (including taxes and 
fees). This was about half of the 
normal fare. 

Stay tuned for more ways to 
save money on travel in upcom-
ing columns.v

—Ron Stern can be contacted 
at travelwriter01@comcast.net or 
by visiting ronsterntravel.com and 
globalgumshoe.com.

Price compare online for 
the best travel deals

law, a charter revision must be 
initiated by a government body and 
not as a people’s initiative. Denton’s 
decision reaffirmed the initiative as 
a valid amendment.   

“Two legal wins in the span of 
one week demonstrate the legal 
rigor of the pension reform initia-
tive,” DeMaio said in a separate 

press release. “I cannot prevent the 
government union and their friends 
from filing frivolous lawsuits, but 
I can assure San Diegans that this 
pension reform initiative will with-
stand these baseless challenges.”

District 3 Councilmember Todd 
Gloria commented on the recent judi-
cial decisions. “The judge’s decision is 
important, but it does not resolve the 
many lingering questions about the 
401(K) initiative,” Gloria said. 

“As a San Diego voter, I believe 
the proponents [of the ballot mea-
sure] must answer as many of those 
questions as possible before we are 
asked to vote on the measure, which 
will increase the City’s pension costs 
in the short term and invite years of 
costly litigation,” Gloria said.

In a videotaped interview on 
Tuesday, Feb. 28 for XETV, San 
Diego 6 – The CW news station, 
DeMaio faced off with San Diego 
and Imperial County Labor Council 
CEO Lorena Gonzalez over issues 
surrounding the CPR. 

“We have to close it; this pen-
sion system is unsustainable,” 

DeMaio said in the interview. “We 
are going to have an insolvency hit 
the city of San Diego if we continue 
to keep city employees rolling into 
this pension system.” 

In the interview, Gonzalez 
answered, saying, “In the long run, 
there are no savings from closing 
down that system. The system 
changes have to be done to the 
existing work force,” she said. “We 
need to cap pensions and we need 
to work with our unions.”v

froM page 9
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Councilmember Todd Gloria  
(Courtesy Office of Todd Gloria)

Labor Council President Lorena Gonzalez 
(Courtesy SD and Imperial Council Labor Council)

Global  
Gumshoe
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By Will Bowen
Downtown News

Did you know 66 percent of the 
4.9 pounds of trash you produced 
today could have been recycled? 
Instead, all of it may have made its 
way to the Miramar Landfill, which 
takes in 7,800 pounds of trash a 
day. This is three times the amount 
that came in daily during the 1960s.

This is one of the issues ad-
dressed in the art show “Trash” 
at the New Children’s Museum, 
located at 200 W. Island Ave. in the 
Marina district. The show opened in 
October 2011 and is a popular one, 
attracting adults and children who 
can play with the artwork in a hands-
on manner to facilitate learning.

There are 12 art exhibits by 12 
different artists in the show. Each 
utilizes trash for materials and ad-
dresses the theme of the growing 

trash problem in 
the world. The 

exhibits are 
meant to 

height-

en awareness, so viewers may see 
new possibilities to prevent an 
ecological disaster brought on by 
excess trash in the environment.

“These trash-based art works 
help us to look at trash in differ-
ent ways,” said Albert Songalia, 
a guide and facilitator at the 
museum. “The artistic aspect 
helps people to take in information 
about the trash problem in a way 
that… better speaks to them.”

A second New Children’s 
Museum guide, Breyanna Lyles, 
said the exhibits are a creative 
way to start conversations with the 
children who visit the museum. 
“It’s so nice to see the kids being 
creative, especially how they use 
the space and in terms of the ques-
tions they ask,” she said. 

Some of the exhibits in “Trash” 
include “Three Horned Beast and 
Baby Beast,” which are blue and 
purple exoskeleton skyscrapers 
that children can play under; “The 
Complex,” an imagined communi-
ty in Tijuana made out of 

plastic bottles filled with colored 
plastic strips; and “Stereo Trash,” 
a set of five stereoscopic viewers 
that children can look through to 
view 3-D art images of trash and 
recycling economies.  

Other notable exhibits 
include “The Secret Garden,” a 
walk-through maze based on old 
clothing that is shipped abroad; 
“Megalithic Transponder,” a 
futurist vision of a scientific 
sculpture made out of Styrofoam 
containers and cardboard boxes; 
and “The Midden Project,” four 
years worth of trash collected 
by two sisters, suspended from a 
ceiling in a fishing net.

The exhibits “encourage par-
ents and children to talk about the 
issue of trash,” Jorge Hernandez 
said. Hernandez is a New Chil-
dren’s Museum guide as well, and 
said he thinks the exhibits are posi-
tive for facilitating conversation. 

“Sometimes the kids are more 
aware of the problem than their 
parents,” he said. “The kids often 
like to sing slogans such as ‘Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle,’ which they 
learned at school.” 

An exhibit designed to appeal 
particularly to adults is “Pictures 
of Garbage.” It consists of a set of 
large photographs of artistically 
arranged debris taken from large 
landfills in Brazil. Workers, known 
as “catadores,” pick through trash 
looking for recyclable materials to 
sustain their families.

The artist, Vic Muniz, hired 
several catadores to arrange trash 
in a pattern, approximately the 
size of a room, to create portrait-
like images. The images are du-
plicates of classical portraits, like 
“The Death of Marat.” As part of 
the exhibit, Muniz invites visitors 
to compose their own portraits, 
using broken plastic toys in light 
boxes, similar to his technique. 

“It is by empowering the 
viewer that art achieves its miracu-
lous force,” Muniz said in a press 
release for the show. 

The New Children’s Museum 
is open Monday, Tuesday, Fri-
day and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Thursday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Sunday from noon 
to 4 p.m. For more information 
visit thinkplaycreate.org or call 
(619) 233-8792.v

Garbage becomes art
“Trash” exhibit at the New Children’s Museum inspires and educates

Kids contributing to The San Diego Midden by Institute for Figuring in TRASH at New Children’s Museum  
(Photo courtesy of NCM)

(Courtesy Laura Rovick) 

Kids climbing and jumping in Jason Rogenes’ Megalitransponder 
in TRASH at New Children’s Museum (Photo courtesy of NCM)

Regarding the cycle being for 
hire, Buzunis said, “A vehicle for 
hire is a taxi, Pedi-cab or other ve-
hicle that is out on the street looking 
for fares or makes stops and drops-
off at different places. This vehicle is 
only available at the warehouse by 
appointment. They pick it up there 
and drop it off there.”

Buzunis also described the 
vehicle’s operation, saying the 
Ordinance “talks about the ve-
hicle being operated by a person. 
[The Social Cycle] vehicle takes a 
minimum of seven people to oper-
ate: at least six people pedaling 
to be able to move it efficiently, 
and then the operator, so it’s a 
minimum of seven,” he said. 

The physical structure of the 
Social Cycle vehicles, Buzunis 
said, also makes it problematic in 
labeling them as Pedi-cabs. 

“This vehicle is very unique,” 
he said. “It’s got motorcycle parts, 
car parts, bike parts and many 
other parts that carry it out of the 
realm of the description of a Pedi-
cab under the ordinance. Pedi-
cabs are defined [as having] a 
drawbar and a carriage.... We don’t 
even have those parts, so how can 
we even comply?”

Currently, there are 250 Pedi-
cab licenses allotted for the City, 
Rovick said, and those are all 
distributed. “The City has been 
sold out since 2008, so unless a 
[current] Pedi-cab company goes 
out of business, which is highly 
unlikely, there wont be one avail-
able,” she said. 

Further, Rovick was told by 
the City’s Transportation Depart-
ment that even if she wanted 
to apply for a Pedi-cab license, 
she would not be able to, due to 

language on the application. 
“There are two definitions of 

a Pedi-cab on their application,” 
Rovick said. “One is a three-
wheeled Pedi-cab and the other 
is a bike with a carriage. [They 
said] check one or the other. I’m 
neither one; I couldn’t even fill 
out the applications properly.” 

As a result, Rovick has a 
hearing scheduled for March 
9 to explain, in-depth, why the 
Ordinance does not apply to 
her business. Rovick said she 
received a ticket and was forced 
to have a cycle towed during a 
recent reservation because she 
does not have a license. 

“They’re calling her a 
Pedi-cab and at the same time 
they’re telling her that the 
configuration of her vehicle 
doesn’t comply with the Pedi-
cab Ordinance because she’s 
lacking some things in design 
and configuration. It’s nonsensi-
cal,” Buzunis said. “The result 
is that she’s been unfairly put 
out of business.”v
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By Charlene Baldridge
Downtown News

You know what 
they say about 
March: it 
comes in like 
a lion. The 
Lively Arts 
column this 
month will 
cause theater 
and music lov-
ers to roar.

Civic Theatre
San Diego Opera 

(SDO) continues its 
season March 10 – 18 at the 
Civic Theatre with a Wild West 
version of Gaetano Donizetti’s 
comedy classic “Don Pasquale.” 
As a special attraction, SDO pres-
ents renowned diva Renée Flem-
ing appearing in recital at 7 p.m. 
March 24. Civic Theatre, 202 C St. 
For more information: sdopera.
com or (619) 570-1100.

Raisin’ the roof at Copley 
Symphony Hall

At 7:30 p.m. on March 15 and 8 
p.m. on March 17, classics lov-
ers may hear Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart’s “Turkish” concerto played 
by dazzling 28-year-old, yummy-
looking violinist Augustin Hadelich. 
Mozart is paired with Anton Bruck-
ner’s popular Fourth Symphony 
(“Romantic”). Jahja Ling conducts 
the 80-plus member San Diego Sym-
phony at Copley Symphony Hall, 
750 B St. Tickets are $20-$96. For 
more information: sandiegosympho-

ny.org or (619) 
235-0804.

10th Av-
enue Theatre

Through 
March 18 
at the 10th 

Avenue The-
atre, Mo’olelo 

Performing Arts 
Company presents 

Amlin Gray’s “How 
I Got That Story,” which 

reunites dynamite actors Brian 
Bielawski and Greg Watanabe in a 
“nightmare comedy” concerning 
the human impact of war and how 
it is reported. Seema Sueko directs 
at 10th Avenue Theatre, 930 10th 
Ave. Tickets range from $22 to $30. 
For more information: moolelo.net 
or (619) 342-7395.

Old Globe Theatre
The Old Globe Theatre opens 

two productions this month: In the 
Old Globe, Marc Acito and Jeffrey 
Stock’s world premiere musical 
titled “A Room with a View,” based 
on the E.M. Forster novel; and 
in the White Theatre, Eugene 
O’Neill’s classic play, “Anna Chris-
tie.” Both are located at 1363 Old 
Globe Way in Balboa Park. Under 
30 years old? Take advantage of 
the $20 Under 30 ticket program. 
For more information: oldglobe.
org or (619) 234-5023.v

Eileen Bowman, Lauren King and April Henry (Photo by JT MacMillan )

Spencer Rowe as Nathan Detroit. 
(Photo by JT MacMillan )

The Lively Arts
By Charlene Baldridge

Downtown News

The newly opened “Guys 
and Dolls” is a splendid example 
of the Lamb’s Players Theater 
doing what it does best. All the 
elements in this classic, large 
cast musical, from leads to cos-
tumes to choreography and live 
orchestra, are assured, sparkling 
with ease and enthusiasm. This 
review is based on the opening 
night performance of Febru-
ary 11, and the musical plays 
through April 1.

The 1950 Broadway musical 
is based on short stories and 
characters by Damon Runyon 
with book by Jo Swerling and 
Abe Burrows. Frank Loesser’s 
music and lyrics sparkle, offering 
listeners who may have forgot-
ten, or never knew, a prime bou-
quet of songs that issue from the 
characters and advance the plot.

An entertainer at the Hot 
Box nightclub, Miss Adelaide 
(by hilarious and spunky Eileen 
Bowman) has been engaged for 
14 years to a gambler named 
Nathan Detroit (Spencer Rowe). 
Nathan has serious commitment 
issues and runs “The Oldest 
Established” floating crap game 
in town. Harry the Horse (Andy 
Collins) is putting on the pressure 
because Big Julie (John Rosen) 
is in town from Chicago looking 
for some action and Nathan hasn’t 
yet found a venue for it. 

Nathan finds a place but needs 
a $1,000 guarantee, which he 
doesn’t have. He bets high-roller 
Sky Masterson (Brent Schindele) 
that Sky can’t persuade Salvation 
Army doll Sarah Brown (Kelsey 

Venter) to go to Havana with him. 
Sky, who is very persuasive, wins 
the bet and falls in love for the 
first time—“I’ve Never Been in 
Love Before”—and despite her 
better judgment, so does Sarah in 
“If I Were a Bell.” 

Nathan’s main Guys are well 
played by Jesse Abeel as Liver 
Lips Louie, Danny Boman as 
Benny Southstreet, and Tim Rob-
erts as Nicely Nicely, with fine 
turns by Rhona Gold as Salvation 
Army General Cartwright, Ralph 
Johnson as Sarah’s grandfa-
ther—touching in his song 
“More I Cannot Wish You”—and 

Jim Chovick as Lt. Brannigan. 
Knockout musical numbers in-

clude Adelaide’s “Take Back Your 
Mink,” Sky’s “Luck Be a Lady” 
and the ensemble piece, “Sit 

Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat.”
Schindele and Venter are 

musically fine as Sky and Sarah. 
Although it’s not the ideal rolling 
and rich baritone, Schindele’s 
voice is well suited for the venue 
and he is handsome. Venter pos-
sesses a sweet soprano and 
gratifying musicality. What I 
would wish her is a better wig. 
As for Bowman’s Adelaide, she is 
precious, extremely musical and a 
screamingly funny comic. Rowe is 
extremely appealing as Nathan.

Costume designer Jeanne 
Reith dresses all the guys and 
dolls brightly, and that’s no small 
feat. The company numbers 23. 
I particularly adored Benny’s 
green suit and the colorful shirts 
worn by the male dancers, who 
were fabulously kinetic crap-
shooters as choreographed by 
Coleen Kollar Smith. 

Kerry Meads upholds her 
reputation as one of the city’s 
finest musical comedy direc-
tors. The pacing never flags 
and the evening flashes by in 
just two-and-a-half hours, due 
in part to Mike Buckley’s fluid 
scenic design. Patrick Duffy’s 
sound design supports the 
artists as well as Jon Lorenz’s 
musical direction, the fine five-
piece band, which plays Taylor 
Peckham’s venue appropriate 
orchestrations.v

GUYS AND DOLLS
Through April 1
lamb’s Players Theatre
1142 orange Ave., Coronado
Tues, Wed & Thurs 7:30 p.m.
Fri 8 p.m. 
sat 4 & 8 p.m.
sun 2 p.m. 
info: (619) 437-6000

Web: lambsplayers.org

Lamb’s Players features fine, fun guys and dolls
Coronado theater company’s latest extends run through end of MarchJessica Love stars in the title 

role of Eugene O’Neill’s Anna 
Christie at The Old Globe.  

(Photo by Henry DiRocco)
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By Logan Broyles
Downtown News

Legendary spin master Benny 
Benassi rolls through town for 
two nights of heavy bass beats 
and sweaty dancing at Fluxx 
nightclub at 500 Fourth Ave. on 
March 28 and 29. Known as the 
Rave Father and the Godfather of 
Techno, Benassi has been laying 
down some of the world’s best 
dance music for decades. 

Benassi got his start in the late 
1980s working as a resident DJ in 
Italian clubs alongside his cousin 
Alle, whom he credits with being 
the real musical genius in the fam-
ily. The two grew up together in 
their hometown of Reggio Emilia, 
Italy, and Benassi said they were 
more like brothers than cousins.

“I always wanted to be a DJ, 
so I started in a club in the small 
town I grew up in when I was a 
teenager,” Benassi said. “My first 
show was when I was sixteen, but 
it wasn’t exactly a show. I was a 
clumsy kid mixing vinyl’s and try-
ing not to get it wrong.”

In the mid 1990s, Benassi 
began branching off on his own, 
and in 2001, his hit single “I Feel 
So Fine” flew to the top of the 
charts in Italy and the United 
Kingdom. His career took anoth-
er huge leap forward that same 
year with the smash hit “Satisfac-
tion,” putting the Benassi name 
on the world’s radar. 

His solo debut album, “Hyp-
notica,” came out in 2003 and won 
the European Border Breakers 
Award after it racked up the most 
sales for an Italian album outside 
of the country.

Today he works mainly with his 
cousin, often under the moniker the 
Benassi Bros., and features vocals 
by Paul French and Violeta Claudia 
among others. The Benassi Bros. 
have released two albums: 2004’s 
“Pumphonia” and the follow-up 

album, “Phobia,” in 2005.
“Alle is the musical brain 

behind the productions,” Benassi 
said. “I bring ideas into the studio, 
then he turns them into tracks and 
we test the structure together. I’ll 
play the new tracks in small clubs 
to check out reactions, then we go 
back to the studio and tweak until 
we’re satisfied,” he said. 

Benassi’s latest solo album, 
“Electroman,” came out in 2011 
and features collaborations with 
T-Pain, Chris Brown and British 
singer-songwriter Gary Go. 

Benassi’s music is genre defin-
ing and continues to set the stan-
dard for the world of techno music. 
Yet after all these years of success, 
Benassi still says he does not always 
know when a song will be popular.

“If we knew the key to making 
a hit we’d make them everyday, 
but in fact we discard 75 percent 
of what we produce,” said Benassi. 
“Then some piece of music we’ve 
created has that extra something. 

It feels right, it works [or] it has 
a better idea in it [with] a better 
riff, a better synth sound… and we 
keep it,” he said. “It’s a mysterious 
process and I respect the mystery.”

Looking ahead, Benassi said 
he hopes to make his shows “a 
little richer, visually” and de-
velop the production side of the 
operation. Benny and his cousin 
have been working on produc-
ing more beats for other artists 
and really becoming a force in 
the industry. 

This will be Benassi’s first 
trip to San Diego in 2012, but the 
master of house music has been 
coming to the City for years. He 
said he looks forward to stopping 
in town at the end of March.

“I love everything about San 
Diego. I’ve been coming here for 
years,” Benassi said. “There’s just 
such a good vibe. People are into 
the music and they are just who 
they are, no posing or pretending 
to be someone else.”v

Benny Benassi, king of spin
World-renowned DJ washes up on our shores for two nights

DJ Benny Benassi will be at Fluxx March 28 and 29. (Courtesy J Public Relations)
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By Bart Mendoza
Downtown News

It is no secret that San Diego 
has a particularly close-knit music 
scene, but at no time is that more 
evident than when a local musi-
cian falls on hard times. On March 
13 and 14, the Casbah will host a 
two-day fundraising effort for Gino 
Maraventano, bassist and former 
member of numerous local bands, 
who has been stricken by cancer. 

Over the past two decades, 
Maraventano has been an im-
portant part of the area’s music 
scene, with time spent in the 
bands King Mother, Skinny and 
Danse Macabre. He has made a 
lot of friends along the way.

Dubbed Tributes for Hope, 
the mini-music festival at the Cas-
bah will feature sets from eight of 
San Diego’s top tribute bands. 

March 13 will feature the 
Pettybreakers (a Tom Petty cover 
band). Other bands taking the 
stage include Socially Distorted 
(Social Distortion), Wicked 
Garden (Stone Temple Pilots) and 
Blasphemous Guitars (Depeche 
Mode). The next night will feature 
Ziggy Shuffledust and the Spiders 
from Mars (David Bowie), The 
Cured (The Cure), Radiohedz 
(Radiohead) and Jane’s Diction 
(Jane’s Addiction). 

The event was organized by 
Maraventano’s close friend and 
Cured frontman, Michael Twom-
bly. As Maraventano’s situation 
worsened, Twombly said he was 
moved to act. “He’s just a really 
good guy,” Twombly said. “He 
needed help and I thought, well, 
I have the ability to help.” 

This is a sentiment echoed by 
Casbah owner, Tim Mays. “Gino 
[Maraventano] has been a longtime 
musician in the San Diego scene 
and many of his bands have played 
the club over the years,” Mays said. 
“It’s our hope that these fundraisers 
will raise some much needed funds 
to help with his medical bills and liv-
ing expenses. It’s always nice to be 
able to help someone out in a time 
of need. I think it’s an important 
part of being involved in the 

local music community,” Mays said. 
Getting others involved was a 

simple as posting an entry on Face-
book, Twombly explained. “Within 
ten minutes we had the full line-up,” 
Twombly said. “Nobody questioned 
it. It was more like, ‘How can we do 
it?’ There were bands that were upset 
because I didn’t have room for them.” 

For Blasphemous Guitars 
frontman Adam Gimbel, appear-
ing at this benefit is a continuation 
of their band’s policy on helping 
others. “I’ve been far too close 
to too many people affected by 
cancer,” Gimbel said. “I’ve done 
my fair share of organizing cancer 
benefits, including several at the 
Casbah. I know how hard it is, so 
I’m pretty willing to perform at 
charity events when we can.” 

Many of these tribute bands 
headline their own concerts 
around the world, with the Cured 
regularly performing to crowds of 
up to 5,000 people, for example. 
Later this year the Cure cover 
band will tour Japan. 

Twombly said that benefits like 
this, where musicians usually play 
for free and cover their own expens-
es, can be special in their own right. 
“For a lot of these bands, it’s more 
about the rock star experience than 
it is about the money,” he said.

“Anytime they can get in front 
of a crowd like this, at a venue like 
the Casbah, it’s a good thing.”

For his part, Twombly said he 
is happy to be helping an old friend. 
“I think everyone should put karma 
back into their karma cash register,” 
he said. Twombly downplayed his 
work in organizing Tributes for Hope. 

“I just felt kind of bad that 
I’m able to put something like 
this together so easily,” he said, 
adding, “We could raise a lot of 
money for Gino and his wife, 
with not that much effort on my 
part. It would be almost neglect 
if I didn’t do something.”

Tickets for Tributes for Hope 
are $10 in advance and $13 the day 
of for each show. The Casbah is 
located at 2501 Kettner Blvd. For 
more information and to pur-

chase tickets, visit 
casbahmusic.com 

or call (619) 
232-4355.v

Comedian Tom Arnold  
(Courtesy American Comedy Company)

Comedian Bobby Lee 
(Courtesy American Comedy Company)

The Cured will play on March 14. 
(Courtesy Music Zirconia Tribute Bands)

Cover bands offer 
tributes for hope 
Casbah hosts two-night benefit concert 
for Maraventano, local musician in need

By Ashley Mackin
Downtown News

The American Comedy Com-
pany, the Gaslamp District’s newest 
venue for stand-up comedy, opened 
March 1 with nationally recognized 
comedians and offers opportunities 
for local comics as well. 

The club’s lineup for March 
includes Christopher Titus, Ari 
Shaffir, Taylor Williamson, Tom Ar-
nold, Doug Benson and Dave Foley. 
The first act is Bobby Lee, known 
for his stand-up shows and roles on 
MADtv. Lee performs March 1 - 4. 

American Comedy Company 
owner and operator Justin Hol-
lister said he saw a market for a 
comedy club in the Gaslamp Quar-
ter and said he thinks the club will 
be a great fit. 

“Downtown is very busy and 
has more than enough bars and 
restaurants, but needs another op-
tion for people as far as entertain-
ment goes,” Hollister said, “and I 
think we are meeting that need. 
There are other comedy clubs and 
comedy nights, but not a place you 
can count on for quality comedy 
[almost] every night of the week 
with acts you really want to see.” 

Hollister said that with years 
of experience in the comedy club 
industry, he was able to build the 
relationships needed to bring well-
known comedians to a new club. 

Previously, Hollister worked 
at the San Jose IMPROV for six 

years and said he was excited 
about branching out to San Diego. 
“We chose Gaslamp because it’s a 
great location and there’s nothing 
like it,” he said. 

Intentionally keeping ticket 
prices from $15 to $20, Hollister 
said he wants these acts to be avail-
able to as many people as possible. 

Listing Brian Regan, Sam 
Kinison and Andy Kaufman as 
his favorite comedians, Hollister 
said he has high standards for the 
acts he brings to the club. “We 
don’t book shows we don’t stand 
behind,” he said. In the future, 
Brian Posehn, Kevin Nealon and 
Tom Green will be coming to 
the American Comedy Company 
theater, Hollister said.  

Arnold, who is perhaps best 
known for his work on the “Rose-
anne” television series, will be 
performing at the club March 22 
- 24. Lately, Arnold’s act is about 
“Hollywood, my life [and] my 
successes and failures,” he said. 
“Mostly failures,” he added. 

Arnold also said he looks 
forward to re-acquainting himself 
with San Diego and feels great 
about performing at the new club. 
Regarding the audience, Arnold 
said, “I hope they show up. Then I 
hope they have a good time, but as 
long as they show up I’m happy.” 

Hollister said he wanted to 
present opportunities to local com-
ics as well, and will be offering an 
open mic night the last Tuesday 

of every month. He also said he 
wants to book the majority of their 
hosts from local comedians. 

The club is located at 818 B 
St. and will be open Tuesdays 
through Sundays. For more 
information and tickets visit 
americancomedyco.com or call 
(619) 795-3858.v

American Comedy Company 
rolls into Gaslamp Quarter
New downtown club brings in a host of well-known  
comedians its first month, including Tom Arnold
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By Johnny McDonald
Downtown News

New 76-foot dome complete 
The Reuben H. Fleet Science 

Center’s “The Sky Tonight” 
live monthly planetarium show 
features a new, seamless Heikoff 
Dome. The new dome was also 
open in time to screen their 
latest feature, “Black Holes: The 
Other Side of Infinity,” which is 
currently airing.

The Science Center continues 
to offer educational sky-based 
experiences but now has the 
flexibility to extend program-
ming to a wider range of formats 
and subject matters because of 
the new dome.       

The Heikoff Dome, which is 76 
feet in diameter, provides a 168-de-
gree vertical view by 360-degree 
horizontal view experience. The 
theater holds 314 seats. 

Fleet’s executive director 
Dr. Jeffrey Kirsch led the $5 
million project with supporting 
efforts by Tei Iki, William Bleha, 
Robert Hardacker, Jack Schmidt 
and Dave Eccles. Heikoff Dome 
volunteer technical advisors 
included Bleha, Hardacker, 
Schmidt and Eccles.

“We are delighted to have 
worked so closely with our tech-
nical experts and with Global Im-
mersion on premiering the new 
digital full GSX system in the 
Heikoff Dome Theater,” Kirsch 
said. “We will be the first giant 
dome theater in the country to 
share a digital planetarium with 
an IMAX dome theater.”

Global Immersion CEO 
Martin Howe said in a press 
release, “Working in close col-
laboration with the Fleet, Global 
Immersion has developed GSX 
specifically to meet and exceed 
the high standards and per-
formance demands that exist 
among the world’s giant screen 
theater network.”

Major donors for the Heikoff 
Dome are Joan and Irwin Jacobs; 
the Weingart-Price Fund; Don 
and Maryann Lyle; Patricia Cart-
er; Joseph Cohen and Martha 
Farish; the Hervey Family Fund; 
the Nierman Family Fund; Au-
drey S. Geisel and the Dr. Seuss 
Fund; the Helen K. and James S. 
Copley Foundation; Chuck and 
Judy Wheatley; Margie Warner 
and John H. Warner Jr.; Eric and 
Peggy Johnson; and Nancy Rob-
ertson and Mark Cookingham. 

“This visionary digital giant 
screen theater follows months 
of design, innovation and plan-
ning,” said Alan Caskey, Global 
Immersion director for the 
Americas. “We are very excited 
by the prospects of a continued 
partnership with the Fleet.”

Centennial themes for Balboa 
Park discussed

Balboa Park’s 2015 Centen-
nial planners intend to make sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 
art and math their major themes.  

Paige Simpson, interim execu-
tive director of the Balboa Park 
Cultural Partnership, said they 
intend to have technology compa-
nies and institutions team up with 
arts groups. The Partnership 
represents 26 park institutions. 

There is also discussion of 
a 21st century Children’s Zoo 
to replace the current, 1950s-
era space at the San Diego Zoo; 
special sports tournaments at 
Morley Field; and a Burning 
Man-type art fair on the South-
east side of the park.

These ideas have been 
presented at public workshops 
at the House of Hospitality in 
Balboa Park.

Ben Clay, co-chairperson of 
the 2015 Balboa Park Centennial 
Celebration organizing commit-
tee, said he is meeting with non-
park institutions, organizations 
and leaders to collect more ideas 
for the celebration.v

Balboa Park update
Fleet Center introduces new Heikoff Dome; 
Centennial celebration planning progresses
Fleet Center introduces new Heikoff Dome; 
Centennial celebration planning progresses

Balboa Park update

Inside the new Heikoff Dome (Courtesy Reuben H. Fleet Science Center)
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By Kai Oliver-Kurtin
Downtown News

Setting up shop in the previ-
ous Whiskey Girl location on Fifth 
Avenue and Market Street, Barley-
mash and its adjoining lounge, 
Ginger’s, will open their doors 
later this month. Ginger’s will be 
located below street level; both 
locations are at 600 Fifth Ave. 

“With over 30 handcrafted 
beers on tap, the Barleymash 
concept is a reflection of what 
San Diego is embracing,” said 

Eric Lingenfelder, a partner at 
the Verant Group.

For the past five years, the 
Verant Group has been watching 
and waiting for a space in the 
Gaslamp Quarter that fit with 
their vision. The opportunity 
presented itself when the Whis-
key Girl’s building lease ended. 

The partners are also the 
entrepreneurs behind West 
Coast Tavern and True North 
Tavern in North Park; Offshore 
Tavern and Grill in Bay Park; 
Sandbar Sports Grill in Mission 

Beach; Tavern at the Beach and 
Brewley’s Pint in Pacific Beach; 
and The Tavern on Mill in 
Tempe, Ariz. 

The Verant Group developed 
the name for Barleymash by 
referencing the barley found in 
beer and the mashing process 
used to create whiskey. The own-
ers hired Matt Gordon of Urban 
Solace to help develop their 
menu and to establish beer and 
whiskey pairings for the food. 
They also brought in Chef Kevin 
Templeton from Austin, Texas, 

who has previous culinary ties to 
San Diego.

Barleymash will serve lunch 
and dinner during the week, 
with an added brunch menu on 
the weekends and will feature a 
DJ every night of the week. The 
restaurant will have two bars 
and open-air seating available 
as well. Much of the building’s 
140-year-old foundation has been 
preserved and reused during 
construction to keep its original 
charm intact.

Alternately, Ginger’s will pro-

vide an upscale atmosphere, with 
a full martini bar, low-top seating 
and a lounge for more intimate 
conversation. Gin and vodka will 
be the true stars at Ginger’s, with 
music provided by DJs through-
out the week to set the tone.

“We’re really looking forward 
to getting into the downtown 
community,” said Lingenfelder. 

“With all our other establish-
ments throughout the beach 
areas and residential neighbor-
hoods, this really completes the 
circle,” he said, adding, “We’ve 
always based our business deci-
sions on the industry clientele. 
This is something we think the 
locals will enjoy.” 

Barleymash and Ginger’s will 
have soft openings in late March 
and a grand opening celebration 
featuring a band and guest DJ in 
April. For more information, visit 
barleymash.com and gingers-
gaslamp.com.v

Verant Group moves into downtown with two new nightspots in old Whisky Girl location
Barleymash restaurant and Ginger’s lounge set for soft opening in late March and grand opening in April in the Gaslamp Quarter

Construction is underway for Barleymash, set to have its soft opening this month. (Photo by Daniel Solomon) 

The interior of what will be Barleymash. 
(Photo by Kai Oliver-Kurtin)
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