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PACIFIC
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“Highway 5 on Mission Bay Drive”
www.PacificNissan.com

(858) 581-3200  •  4433 Mission Bay Drive, Pacific Beach

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS
OF RICH, UNIQUE HISTORY IN PACIFIC BEACH

TIME TO CELEBRATE!
To commemorate the 125th anniversary of  Pacific
Beach, the Beach & Bay Press, in cooperation with the
Pacific Beach Historical Society and Discover Pacific
Beach, is honored to dedicate this edition solely to more
than a century of  PB history leading up to modern-day
beach life. From cover to cover, you will enjoy the reflec-
tions of  the past, snippets of  days gone by and life as we
know it today in this gem of  a community. Happy 125th,
Pacific Beach!

Above, lifeguards in 1946. Below, some beachgoers in 1929. Courtesy photos

More than a century of tradition 
in the sun and sand

SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP

http://www.PacificNissan.com
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The face of  the community has changed many
times in its 125-year history, as civic leaders and
businesses have faded into the history books. Pacif-
ic Beach is the center stone of  San Diego’s beach

towns, set between La Jolla to the north and Ocean Beach
to the south. Interconnected by the sands of  time with
Mission Beach and Mission Bay Park, Pacific Beach is a

city within a city, a hip, urban neighborhood cradled by
the three B’s: beach, bay and boardwalk; and three S’s:
surf, sand and sun. Infinite possibilities are packed into
PB’s five square miles, with more than 1,400 unique
businesses, magnet schools coveted for their music pro-
grams, parks, miles of  paths for walking and biking and
access to limitless leisure activities on and around the
water. 

From Ocean Front Walk to Interstate 5, an eclectic
mix of  parks and recreation, commercial and residen-
tial nooks blend to make up the neighborhood that
40,000 people call home and millions visit year after
year. A broad cross-section of  local, national and inter-

national families, students, travelers, retirees, fitness
buffs, water-sport fanatics and everyday beachcombers
flock to Pacific Beach for its unique setting and experi-
ences. To accommodate PB’s popularity, the local hos-
pitality scene rolls out the red carpet 24/7. 

“We have places that have been here for decades
and attract return families year after year to the point
where their children are now bringing their children

here,” said Sara Berns, executive director of  Discover
Pacific Beach. “Flowing right alongside are modern
places which provide the perfect beach venue for spe-
cial events. Our hospitality industry has always been
on the forefront of  what is trending in the industry
without losing what makes PB so special.”

Like any city, the tempo and tenor of  PB changes
north to south, east to west. From the undeveloped
shoreline of  Tourmaline Surf  Park, PB rolls south,
changing block by block in architecture and offerings
before it melts into Mission Beach, where the national
historical landmark Giant Dipper Roller Coaster watch-
es over a bustling boardwalk. From the pleasures of

Crystal Pier, Pacific Beach rolls east to the Pacific
Beach/Taylor Branch Library, the pulse of  the commu-
nity that, since its start 125 years ago, has gone from a
dust bowl to a vibrant, bustling Southern California
beach town.

To celebrate the memories, milestones and fun facts
that are the fabric of  the community, the Beach & Bay
Press, Pacific Beach Historical Society (PBHS) and Dis-

cover Pacific Beach got together to light the candles for
PB’s 125th birthday. 

The information used to establish timelines, key
events, players and historic photos was provided in
large by author and historian John Fry, co-founder of
the PBHS; longtime resident and community activist
Eve Smull Anderson; the gang at the Old Mission Beach
Athletic Club (OMBAC); staff  at the Pacific
Beach/Taylor Branch Library; and San Diego Lifeguard
Services.  

We hope you enjoy this commemorative 125th
anniversary issue honoring Pacific Beach, San Diego’s
jewel of  a beach town.

PACIFIC BEACH: NO BAD DAYS !

With its active lifestyle, casual dress code and picturesque 
sunsets, Pacific Beach is the quintessential Southern California
beach town that beckons with the promise of “no bad days.”
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In Pacific Beach Since 1955
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REALTOR

1621 Grand Ave. Suite B
San Diego, CA 92109
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On June 1, 1961 Charlie Blane opened his office
at 4401 Cass Street and was there for 3 years.
Then he moved to 1621 Grand Avenue in
November of  1964 and was there for 22 years
and in 1986 he built Wendy’s, moved his office
to the top floor and has been there ever since.

27 Tips to Drive up the Sale Price of your Home
SAN DIEGO. Because your home may

well be your largest asset, selling it is
probably one of  the most important
decisions you will make in your life.  And
once you have made that decision, you'll
want to sell your home for the highest
price in the shortest time possible with-
out compromising your sanity.  Before
you place your home on the market,
here is a way to help you to be prepared
as possible.

To assist home sellers, a new industry
report has  just been released called "27
Valuable Tips That You Should Know to
Get Your Home Sold Fast and for Top
Dollar."  It tackles the important issues
you need to know to make your home
competitive in today's tough, aggressive

marketplace.
In this report you'll discover how to

avoid financial disaster when selling
your home.  Using a common-sense
approach you will get straight facts
about what can make or break the sale
of  your home.

You owe it to yourself  to learn how
these important tips will give you the
competitive edge to get your home sold
fast and for the most amount of  money.

To  hear a brief  recorded message
about how to order your FREE copy of
this report, call toll-free 1-800-276-
0763 and enter 1023.  You can call any
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Get
your free special report NOW.

Courtesy of Dennis DeSouza  Remax Lic. 01220680

PHILIP CARRILLO
COASTAL REALTOR

(858) 243-5884

SERVING PACIFIC BEACH AND  
LA JOLLA FOR OVER 10 YEARS

BUYING OR SELLING?
CALL FOR FREE 

OVER THE PHONE ANALYSIS!
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coldwell Banker
# 191086

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accu-
racy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition or features of property provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of that information through personal inspection and
with appropriate professionals. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
WHERE HOME BEGINS  |  ESTABLISHED 1906  |  NO. 1 IN CALIFORNIA

Marie Tolstad
858.705.1444
mtolstad@aol.com
www.mtolstad.com

Pacific Beach | $1,699,000
Panoramic views! Spacious Bayfront Home encircled by The
bay!  Large rooms, high ceilings and a 1200 sf roof Deck
and 50ft covered view balcony!  Designed for Entertaining.
Come relax, enjoy views & aquatic Events!

Darlene Allen
858.539.4412
darlene@darleneallen.com

Pacific Beach Office  | 4090 Mission Blvd  |  858.488.4090

www.CaliforniaMoves.com  |  www.SDViewOnline.com

Mission Beach $2,795,000
4 br, 3.5 ba Penthouse, flr-to-ceil ocean views!
MLS #130001079

Point Loma $1,799,000
Ocean front lot (appx .249 acre lot)
MLS #120047561

Tierrasanta $449,000
Many upgrades to this 2 br, 2.5 ba Home!
MLS#130009720

Chula Vista $209,900
Opportunity fixer 2 br SFR!
MLS 130009459

Robert Luciano
619.794.5211
robert.luciano@coldwellbanker.com

Pacific Beach | $995,000 - $1,095,000
This is a MUST SEE!!! This beautiful completely remodeled
4 br, 3.5 ba, corner lot home has spectacular bay views.
Complete with a MAN CAVE, office, bonus room, and 1/1
maids quarters.Gorgeous Water Views.

JUST LISTED! OPEN SUN 1-4 (MAR3)

JUST LISTED!

South Mission | $1,295,000 
2 units, South Mission Beach, sit down water
views.Wonderful roof top deck

COMING SOON!

Del Cerro | $685,000 
Large 4 br, 3 ba Open floor plan home

COMING SOON!

Pacific Beach | $435,000
Crown Point 3br, 2ba, single level condo! Remodeled
throughout with pergo type hardwood floors. Remodeled
kitchen & baths w/granite counter tops. Washer & dryer.
Large patio.

Robert Luciano
619.794.5211
robert.luciano@coldwellbanker.com

Pacific Beach | $525,000

I can sell your home too! 
Seller - Call me to find out the value of your home.

Buyers - I will search for your next home.

SOLD!

Marilyn Sobilo
619.985.2028
marilyn.sobilo@coldwellbanker.com

Pacific Beach | $535,000

I represented the buyer on this gorgeous 3 br, 2 ba,
remodeled bay view condo. I can help you with your

real estate needs also. Call me today!

SOLD! SOLD!

JUST LISTED!

Mel Burgess
619.857.8930
mel.burgess@coldwellbanker.com
www.sdhomecrisis.com

Mission Beach | $1,699,000
Beautiful Duplex completely rebuilt in 2010 w/no expense
spared & attention to detail. Lower level 2Br/1Ba. Upper
2Br/2Ba. Great roof deck for entertaining, outdoor kit w/bay
& city views.

OPEN TH, FRI & SAT 1-4 (FEB 28, MAR 1 & 2)

Mel Burgess
619.857.8930
mel.burgess@coldwellbanker.com
www.sdhomecrisis.com

Pacific Beach | $649,000
Cute bungalow 2 br, 1 Ba, corner lot with attached 1 car
garage, upgraded kitchen, beautifully landscaped yard with
built in BBQ & fire pit.

COMING SOON!

mailto:robert.luciano@coldwellbanker.com
mailto:mtolstad@aol.com
http://www.mtolstad.com
mailto:darlene@darleneallen.com
http://www.CaliforniaMoves.com
http://www.SDViewOnline.com
mailto:robert.luciano@coldwellbanker.com
mailto:marilyn.sobilo@coldwellbanker.com
mailto:mel.burgess@coldwellbanker.com
http://www.sdhomecrisis.com
mailto:mel.burgess@coldwellbanker.com
http://www.sdhomecrisis.com
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TheBirth ofPacific Beach: 1885 -1925
BY PATRICIA WALSH

THIS FABULOUS F.E. PATTERSON shot was taken at the foot of Kendall Street. “False Bay,” as Mission Bay was once known, was renamed by poet Rose Hartwick Thorpe, and this area — in the early part of the century — was known as “The Plunge.”
Point Loma is hazily visible in the background.

1890
Presbyterian Church dedicates 
building at corner of Jewel Street 
and Garnet Avenue

Brickyard established in 
Rose Canyon, lasts until 
Interstate 5 is built

I
t’s hard to imagine that Pacific Beach was once a tough
sell to newcomers. Just 125 years ago, the neighborhood
got its start two years after the transcontinental railroad
reached San Diego. In December 1887, a group of land

speculators saw an opportunity where there was open space
and formed the Pacific Beach Company to sell 24-by-125-
foot lots.

Sales got off to a brisk start, and within a year, the founda-
tion was laid for the San Diego College of Arts and Letters, San

Diego’s first institution of higher education. Like the horse
racetrack and asbestos mine that followed, the college and the
boom of the 1880s was short lived. Property sales fizzled.
The college was sold to pay debts, and many who invested

during the initial land offering lost their lots and left town.
Empty land was prepped for planting lemon trees. In 1895,
Pacific Beach was a grove of citrus trees. 

1887

1887
Dec. 12 — Pacific Beach Company offers its first
24-by-125-foot lots for sale

1890 1900

1895
Six ladies of Morning Wrapper
Club meet at home of Rose
Hartwick Thorpe. It becomes 
PB Reading Club and, eventually,
Pacific Beach Woman's Club,
which establishes the first library 

1910

1900
Pacific Beach’s east-west street
names are changed from states
to gemstones. North-south
street names are changed from
numbers to statesmen

1892
40 acres of land prepared for plant-
ing lemon trees. By 1895, some
30,000 citrus trees bear fruit

1898
Lu B. Jennings of

Point Loma is first
school marm. She
has 22 students in

grades 1-6, and
earns $10 month

1902
Wilbur and Murtrie
Folsom purchase col-
lege grounds for
$15,000. Building
becomes Hotel Bal-
boa, which closes in
1905

1910
College grounds become the San Diego Army and
Navy Academy prep school with 13 students. At its
high point, “West Point of the West” had 500 students

1911
The Pacific Beach Woman's Club — known
today as Hornblend Hall — is built

1913
Mrs. Victor Hinkle becomes the first
librarian at the Pacific Beach library.

1914
Bridge built from Ocean Beach to Pacific Beach
built to encourage land sales

Kate Olivia Sessions moves 
to Pacific Beach

THE SAN DIEGO COLLEGE OF ARTS and Letters was built in 1888 on 16 acres at the center of the community. The first lots in Pacific Beach were sold on Dec. 12,
1887. Photo courtesy of the San Diego Historical SocietyF.E. Patterson took this photo of the driving of the “Last Spike,” connecting the

railroad to La Jolla, on March 15, 1894. The lady wielding the hammer was per-
suaded to emerge from a nearby hotel lobby for the occasion. 
Photo courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society

1888
First passengers arrive in Pacific Beach 
on San Diego and Old Town Railway

PB Community Church (now Presbyterian Church) 
forms, members meet in homes

cont’d on page 6

American Driving Park racetrack (now the site of Mossy Ford) 
opens for horse racing with grandstand, stables, clubhouse

First child born in Pacific Beach 
is a girl, Florence Woodworth, 

to the train conductor and his wife
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z
By Patricia Walsh

� ALPHABET SOUP
ZLAC Rowing Club got its name
from three sisters and a friend who
founded the group. In 1892, when
woman’s rowing was unheard of,
sisters Lena, Agnes and Caroline
Polhamus and their best friend,
Zulette Lamb, borrowed a boat.
Using the initials of their first
names, they formed the acronym
ZLAC and the first woman’s rowing
club in America that is now the
country’s oldest. 

�  
GREEN THUMB
Kate Sessions, “The
Mother of Balboa
Park” and all things
green and growing,
had a nursery in
Pacific Beach on
Garnet Avenue at 
Soledad Mountain Road. 

R
WORTH THE RIDE
More than 80,000 people signed a
petition in 1987 to get the Giant
Dipper roller coaster in Belmont
Park designated a National His-
toric Landmark, even though it
was non-operational at the time. It
is one of only two remaining large
wooden scaffold roller coasters on
the West Coast built by noted
roller-coaster builders Frank Prior
and Frederick A. Church.

“MISSION BEACH, 
NOT  MIAMI BEACH”

The land-use slogan was a popular
bumper sticker and call to action in
the 1970s when voters rallied to
pass Proposition D, limiting build-
ing heights to 30 feet in San
Diego’s coastal communities and
thereby preserving ocean views.

By the turn of the century, the community re-
established its footing. Frederick Tudor Scripps
and his wife ushered in the 20th century in
Pacific Beach when they built their estate, Brae-
mar, now the site of the Catamaran Resort and
Spa. The old college grounds became the San

Diego Army & Navy Academy, a
prep school. In 1913, a bridge
was built from Ocean Beach
to Mission Bay to encour-

age land sales.
Legacies from Pacific

B e a c h ’ s
start-stop

beginning
are evident

around the neigh-
borhood today. In his

book, “A Short History of
Pacific Beach,” author and
historian John Fry, co-
founder of the Pacific
Beach Historical Society,
captures the birth of
Pacific Beach. He tells
how Mission Bay — orig-
inally known as False
Bay — got its name from
a poem written by Rose
Hart-wick Thorpe. Her
home was where the
ladies of the Morning
Wrapper Club met. The

group became a reading
club, which gave start to

the Pacific Beach library
and to the Pacific Beach Woman’s

Club, which at one time met at Braemar in the
music room, which has been preserved as Rose
Creek Cottage.

Perhaps the most enduring legacy from Pacif-
ic Beach’s inaugural decades is that of a young

woman who moved to the neighborhood from
San Francisco in 1914. Kate Olivia Sessions
(shown at left), the forward-thinking horticul-
turalist known as “The Mother of Balboa Park,”
lived on Los Altos Road and had a flower shop
at the foot of Soledad Mountain Road. Her pas-
sion for all things green created San Diego’s
flora and parks, most notably Balboa Park and
Kate Sessions Park.

If Sessions were here today to take in the vista
of the city and ocean from her namesake park,
her heart might skip a beat at the sight of the
canopy of lavender that blossoms every June
from jacarandas, the sandy soil tree she import-
ed to San Diego. 

Her spirits might also soar one more time at
the splendor of the Pacific Beach Community
Garden and edible oasis with a waiting list that,
like Sessions’ parks and greenery, flourishes
with abandon in urban jungle. 

EARLY BOARDWALK Pacific Beach’s 3.2-mile boardwalk, offi-
cially called Ocean Front Walk/Ocean Boulevard, runs from the
end of Law Street in north Pacific Beach south into Mission
Beach, ending at the mouth of Mission Bay.

AERIAL VIEW OF THE BRAEMAR ESTATE CIRCA 1920, the home that Tom Scripps build in 1926 at waters edge.

THE OLD COLLEGE INN rooming house was refurbished by the Folsom Broth-
ers. They held a contest to name the new facility. Hotel Balboa was the winning
entry. 

BRAEMAR ESTATE was built by Tom Scripps, which included a large barn and music room.  The seaside home was located at
the current location of the Catamaran Resort on Mission Bay.  The music room was relocated in the 1980s to the bottom of Soledad
Mountain Road and Mission Bay Drive, which is today the Rose Creek Cottage wedding chapel.

cont’d from page 5

The man behind
the Pacific Beach
Historical Society

After college, John Fry did what
many San Diego State University
graduates do. He moved to Mission
Beach, where he lived until “it got too

crowded,” so he moved north to Pacific Beach. 
Fry, a historian and author, is the co-founder of  the Pacif-

ic Beach Historical Society (PBHS). He remembers being an
eager grad from SDSU in the 1970s and wanting to make a
difference. In 1972, he was involved in the passage of  Propo-
sition D, which gave San Diego’s coastal communities a 30-
foot height limit. In the 1980s, he brought concerts in the
park to Pacific Beach.

Since then, he has published three books: “A Short History
of  Pacific Beach,” “A Short History of  Crystal Pier” and
“Images of  America Pacific Beach.”  He also publishes a
monthly newsletter for members of  the PBHS filled with
stories and photos of  the beach town’s past.

***
John has written a column for the Beach & Bay Press for

more than 20 years.  Without John’s knowledge and infor-

mation, this special edition
would not have been possible. 

We hope this 125th Historic
edition has given you a
glimpse of  the past to better
understand the present.
Many thanks to John and
writer Patricia Walsh for
bringing this edition together.

For more information and
how to purchase any of  the
John Fry publications about
Pacific Beach’s history go to
www.johnfry.com

http://www.johnfry.com


858.581.1931

1344 Garnet Ave.  • Rustyspokes.com

Softcruise
REAR SUSPENSION

SOFTEST RIDING
CRUISER IN TOWN!

NOW ONLY$199
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Dylan Posey 
Kiwanis Student of the Month

Dylan Posey is February's "Kiwanis Student of the Month".
He is a third grader at Kate Sessions Elementary and was 
chosen because he most represented his school through his
organization, leadership and as an excellent student.  

Dylan was honored by the Kiwanis Club of Pacific Beach 
and Brian McMullen of Allstate P.B. with breakfast at 
Broken Yolk, a certificate and movie tickets. Pictured left to
right is: Cari Hall, Brady and Denise Posey, Principal Susan
DeVicariis, Brian McMullen, Skyler & Dylan Posey.

“I love being an integral part of the community, doing what I do best to make our
community a more beautiful place to live.”  – Tom Armstrong

755 Turquoise Street
Pacific Beach • 92109

858-488-2825
WWW.ARMSTRONGBUILT.COM

Tom@ArmstrongBuilt.com

Our mission is to work with you/our clients closely
and build from your/their plans or ours to create
and build the best quality project that fits your/our
client's budget and to get the project done on time
and within budget.

We strive to build and/or create/build additions that
either blend with the original home or enhance the
new theme of the home should that be your/our
client's desire.
We strive to build or create that kitchen or bath of
your/our client's dreams.
We strive to achieve excellence and satisfaction with
every client, current or past. This effort gives comfort
to our clients and likely what keeps Armstrong
Builders a top builder year after year.

One of San Diego’s 
Top Builders Since 1980

Building America with Pride

Call Us For a Free In-Home Consultation

Chelsea Front Arcen Kitchen Archer Front

• FREE ESTIMATES

• Room Additions

• 2nd Stories

• Remodels 

• Kitchens and Baths 

• Custom Homes

• FREE ESTIMATES

• Room Additions

• 2nd Stories

• Remodels 

• Kitchens and Baths 

• Custom Homes

“God Bless America, God Bless our troops”

Happy 125th Birthday 
Pacific Beach!

BCN

Offering strategic investment and advisory
services for retirement/college funding/taxes.

Securities and advisory services are offered through Cetera Advisor Networks, LLC
(doing insurance business in CA as CFGAN Insurance Agency, member
FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other entity.

HAPPY 125TH
ANNIVERSARY
PACIFIC BEACH!

Schoettle Financial
1010 Turquoise St., Suite 225

San Diego, CA 92109
(858) 488-3800

Free WiFi • Patio Seating • Parking

BUY ONE
GET ONE

Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Expires 03/30/13

1886 Garnet & Lamont 
(behind Bruegger’s Bagels)

858.274.3950
yogurtontherocks.com

(Limit 1coupon/person)
FREE

mailto:Tom@ArmstrongBuilt.com
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W
hen it emerged in the 1920s as a
neighborhood and a visitor desti-
nation, Pacific Beach was a dusty
swath of unpaved roads and wild-

flowers. The beach area blossomed with the
building of a pier, complete with a midway area
and ballroom and the construction of a roller-
coaster and amusement park.

John D. Spreckels, the empire builder who,
at one point, owned the streetcar system, San
Diego’s daily newspaper and the Hotel del
Coronado, built the Giant Dipper Rollercoast-
er and Natatorium, what was then the world’s
largest saltwater pool.

Earl Taylor, a Kansas transplant, was the
visionary behind the new pier. Over time, Tay-
lor  and his son, Vern, would leave an indelible
mark on the community through real estate,

development and philanthropy. Crystal Pier —
originally known as Pickering’s Pier — created
high hopes for the business-minded. As author
and historian John Fry writes in his book, “A
Short History of Crystal Pier,” it brought about
a new and competing chamber of commerce

and an attempt to change the name of Pacific
Beach.

A newspaper article in 1925 “announced the
formation of the San Diego Beach Chamber of
Commerce at Pacific Beach,” Fry wrote. “Direc-
tors … were obviously expecting the pier to
stimulate the local economy. Most of them
were already members of the Pacific Beach
Chamber of Commerce. This pier thing appar-
ently required a whole new organization. In
fact, the group wanted to change the name of
Pacific Beach — to San Diego Beach.” 

The summer of 1927 was a watershed
moment for the beach communities as activists

made a full-court press to bring inland resi-
dents to the shoreline for the Fourth of July
weekend. “Greatest Holiday Celebration Ever
Held at Mission Beach Starts This Afternoon”
was the caption under a photo of bathing beau-
ties in one newspaper. A competing ad for

Crystal Pier touted a free fireworks display, and
dancing every night and Sunday afternoon.

Away from the seaside attractions, building
blocks of the neighborhood were on the rise. A
new junior high school opened to usher in the
1930s and a causeway was built across Mis-
sion Bay. The ZLAC Rowing Club, America’s
oldest women’s rowing club, built a clubhouse
and dock in north Mission Bay. Kate Sessions,
who designed the landscaping, convinced the
city to set aside 79.1 acres for a park on Soledad
Mountain Road. 

TheEarly Days: 1926 -1940
BY PATRICIA WALSH

BEACH BLANKET BINGO
Annually, between 4 and 6 million
people arrive on the sands of
Pacific Beach, according to life-
guard representative Lt. Nick
Lerma. For lifeguards, that means
600 to 1,200 rescues a year. In
addition to saving people, life-
guards are engaged in 40,000 to
50,000 preventive acts annually.
“Basically, we’re keeping people
from needing to be rescued,”
Lerma said. “It’s everything from
having a boat to ‘move outside
surf line,’ warning beachgoers
away from rip currents and telling
groups of young husky males to
stop playing football in a crowded
area.”

� 94,000
The number of bar-coded items
like books and DVDs in circulation
at the Pacific Beach/Taylor
Branch Library. Juvenile materi-
als constitute about 28 percent
of the monthly circulation. The
most frequent users of the library
materials are middle-age and
senior citizens (to include
tourists) for leisure reading, chil-
dren for school assignments and
parents borrowing picture books
for preschoolers. College stu-
dents also use the library to
study. More and more people are
turning to the library for comput-
er-related needs, including access
to the Internet and word process-
ing, making the nine public com-
puters in the library a hot com-
modity.

�
HOOKED
The first
Rubio’s
restaurant
opened as a walk-up stand in
1983 on Mission Bay Drive with
fish tacos and French fries on the
menu. When he opened the
restaurant, then-college student
Ralph Rubio was the first person
to introduce America to the fish
taco he first tried in Baja Califor-
nia. The fries didn’t last, but
Rubio’s did and today restaurants
in five western states have sold
more than 150 million tacos. 

R
ORCHIDS & ONIONS
Architecture in the beach com-
munities has received its fair
share of Orchid & Onion Awards
over the years from the San
Diego Architectural Foundation. 

Orchid: In 1988 Sail Bay near the
Catamaran Resort & Spa earned
an Orchid Award for environmen-
tal solutions. The judges applaud-
ed the replenishment of eelgrass
and replacement of sand, and
stated a renewed faith in govern-
ment for the return of a public
beach to the public.

PICTURE AT HIGH TIDE at the foot of Hornblend Street is Laura Curry with the Crystal Ballroom in the background. Photo
courtesy of the Pacific Beach Historical Society

BELMONT PARK was, and is, a popular place to see and be
seen. Photo courtesy of the Pacific Beach Historical Society

1920

1925
The Giant Dipper roller coaster
— built by sugar magnate John
D. Spreckels — and the Natato-

rium swimming pool, later
renamed The Plunge, open as

key attractions for the Mission
Beach Amusement Center, later

renamed Belmont Park

1926
Crystal Ballroom built 

on Crystal Pier, still 
under construction, 

holds a grand opening

1927
Crystal Pier officially
opens, closes a year
later due to structural
issues

1930

1930
Pacific Beach Jr. High School
opens, today site of PB 
Elementary School

1931
Causeway across 

Mission Bay opens

1932
ZLAC Rowing Club — established
in 1892 — debuts clubhouse and
dock built on northern shore of
Mission Bay; Kate Sessions 
designs landscaping

1935
At Kate Sessions’ urging, 

city sets aside 79.1 acres for a
park on Soledad Road; 

it is originally named 
Soledad Terrace Park 

1936
SD Army and Navy Academy 
becomes Brown Military Academy; 
Crystal Pier reopens

1937
500 people celebrate Kate
Sessions’ birthday and
the 50th anniversary of
Pacific Beach

z

cont’d on page 10
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Support the SpoNsors that Support 

Go GreeN 4 EducatioN

San Diego’s largest thrift, estate and garage sale
The 86th annual Thursday Club Rummage Sale will be held Saturday, March 9, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., and Sunday, March 10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the large Balboa Park Activity Center.
All proceeds will benefit 20 Balboa Park and local community charities and organizations from
children to the elderly, health, veterans, arts, life skills, animals, nature and education.

The Thursday Club, started in 1921, is a non-profit, volunteer organization of more than 300
women. Our goal is to promote educational, cultural, social, moral and civic activities. The
Rummage Sale is our biggest annual fundraiser with proceeds of more than $110,000 each
year helping San Diego organizations fulfill financial needs.

All of our items (from basement bargains to the unique) and hundreds of hours are 
donated by our members. There will be thousands of items and bargains galore. Free 
admission and lots of parking.

For more information or to make a donation call (619) 224-5264;
or www.thethursdayclub.org

Discover a World of Possibilities at Wesley
Palms Retirement Community

Discover a world of possibilities right outside your front door. Explore a full-service
retirement community of lush acreage and magical ocean views. Celebrating its golden
anniversary, Wesley Palms is a stunning Southern California location where you can culti-
vate your interests, pursue your aspirations and create the retirement experience that’s right
for you. Our exceptional staff is here for you and our services and amenities are first class.

Enjoy our art gallery, life-long learning classes, exquisite dining services, performance
auditorium and our newly remodeled common areas. 

Choose independent living in our tower or one of the dozens of cottages that dot our 35-
plus acre campus. If you ever need help with day-to-day activities, our assisted living apart-
ments or Courtyard catered living cottages are ready. And coming soon is Summer House,
our memory care support neighborhood featuring 22 cottages within a beautiful, protect-
ed, sun-filled private courtyard. Come to Wesley Palms and start enjoying all the freedom,
fun and peace of mind of San Diego retirement living. 

Visit us online at www.wesleypalms.org or 858-274-4110.

http://www.thethursdayclub.org
http://www.wesleypalms.org


Pacific Beach got its first fire station and fire-
fighters were responsible for a territory from La
Jolla to Point Loma. When Pacific Beach
marked its 50th anniversary and Sessions’
birthday on Nov. 8, 1937, 500 people came to
celebrate. 

The years surrounding of the Great Depres-
sion were a quiet and simple time in Pacific
Beach. Taylor, the visionary behind the pier,
paved roads from Cass Street to the ocean.
Roadside vegetable stands dotted the land-
scape and roosters announced sunrises.
Japanese families ran the abundant lemon
orchards. No one could have predicted how
much World War II would change it all.

Ethel R. (Milton) Walsh was a Navy wife who
lived in Pacific Beach in 1939. Here, memories
of the war years were documented in 1987
when Pacific Beach celebrated its 100th
anniversary.

“I used to watch the ocean from 1428 Law St.
to see the first ship coming back from maneu-
vers,” Walsh said. “At that time, I could watch
the ships, unobstructed all the way from La
Jolla until they rounded Point Loma.”
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A CROWD ASSEMBLES FOR THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF CRYSTAL PIER on April 8, 1926. The pier itself would take another year
to complete, but the offices were done  and the Nettleship-Tye Company wanted to get about the business of attracting buyers
to their Palisades home sites. The Clark Brothers Ocean Beach dance band sits near the flag.  The surfboard of Charles Wright,
who demonstrated the  sports, leans against the wall next to the flag. Courtesy photo by the San Diego Historical Society.

z

cont’d from page 8

MARIKO LAMB | BEACH & BAY PRESS

The ladies of the Mission Beach Women’s Club (MBWC) are seeking dona-
tions for the charitable organization’s upcoming community fundraiser on April 6,
which will benefit a worthy and influential San Diego-based youth advocacy
organization dedicated to getting homeless children off the streets.
The women’s community service group — which prioritizes charitable endeavors
that focus on helping children, women, families and the community — will raise
funds for the San Diego chapter of StandUp for Kids, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to ending the cycle of youth homelessness in America. 

After collecting applications from various organizations in the community,
club chairwoman Cathy Fillmore and her dedicated team of board members deter-
mined that StandUp for Kids was this year’s deserving recipient for the club’s
ninth annual event.

“It was a very hard choice to make, but collectively, we really wanted to see

the money go where there is the most need [and] benefits women or children,
which is an absolute prerequisite of any recipient for our fundraiser,” said. Fill-
more. “We wanted to contribute to giving the children forced to live on the streets
an opportunity to get back into society and become a real part of the community
again. We truly feel that sometimes all it takes is to know that someone cares.”

All funds raised from the event will go to support abused and abandoned chil-
dren living on the streets of San Diego by providing basic necessities, education
and job training and funds for the nonprofit’s “Send a Kid Home” program, which
helps reunite children with a loving family member or friend who can provide
shelter and support.
For the upcoming event, the Women’s Club is seeking 100 percent tax-deductible
monetary donations, as well as donations of bottles of liquor, including wine,
schnapps or liquor for game prizes. 

Checks can be made out to MBWC Foundation and mailed to MBWC, 840
Santa Clara Place, San Diego, 92109. Call (858) 488-2628 for more information.

POSSIBLY THE OLDEST PUBLIC FACILITY AT THE BEACH, the Pacific Beach Woman’s Clubhouse continues to serve the community as it entered its second century.  At left, the clubhouse as it
looked in 1938 and right, as it appears today. Courtesy photo and photo by Jim Grant | Beach & Bay Press

Mission Beach Women’s Club seeks donations for community event

P

P

ORCHIDS & ONIONS
Onion: In 1994, the jury turned
up its nose at Hamel’s Action
Sports Center. Ray and Dan
Hamel received the one and only
ever “Stinky Onion” award for
their building’s faux-medieval-
castle architecture. Ray reported-
ly told the judges they caught
them off guard as they were still
renovating a 1915 fishing and
hunting lodge in the castle. 

P
4-1-1
For a walk
down memo-
ry lane in
Pacific
Beach, turn
to three
books pub-
lished by
historian
and author
John Fry: “A Short History of
Pacific Beach,” “A Short History
of Crystal Pier” and “Images of
America Pacific Beach.”

O
ENGENDERED DEBATE
San Diego’s first-ever unisex
bathrooms in the beach area
caused quite a stir when they
opened at Fanuel Street Park.

P
� 200,000
The estimated number of people
who descended on Pacific Beach
in 2005 for the 30th annual
block party. No one could have
predicted — or planned for — the
impact of San Diego State Uni-
versity’s graduation occurring on
the same weekend.

�
UP IN THE AIR
Spectacular aerial shots of PB by
the late photographer Howard
Rozelle fill pages of the book
“Images of America Pacific
Beach” by John Fry. 

P
GREEN FLASH
Not a super hero, but that frac-
tion-of-a-second atmospheric
occurrence at sunset that results
in a flash of green when the sun
dips from the horizon into the
ocean. High pressure Santa Ana
weather conditions are the best
time to catch a glimpse of the
elusive flash, so look west and
wait. 

R

French Gourmet building
now stands at 940 Turquoise St.
Before picture shows homes in
1945.



“Live Music and Plenty of Love!”
UCSD Campus 105 Eucalyptus Grove Ln., La Jolla 92093

French Fries rock your world? 
Like us on Facebook

bring in your mobile device - show us your “like”
and claim your freebie fries today!

Saturday March 2nd - 8:00 pm
Radical Something

Sunday March 3rd - 8:00 pm • $15
Starfucker Blackbird

Thursday March 7th - 8 PM
Vince Staples
Opening Acts:
Trey 'Trace' Marmie 
Chazz • ET & Jona

Friday March 8th - 8pm • $15
G-Eazy Must Be Nice Tour

Sunday March 10th - 8pm
5 & A DIme

Saturday March 16th - 8:00 pm
WAX (Dreamin' Tour)

Sunday March 17th - 8:00pm
Greensky Bluegrass

Monday March 25th • $20
Hoodie Allen

Friday March 29th • $20
The Road to Paid Dues Tour
Featuring MURS Prof Fashawn

SAN DIEGO’S
HOTTEST

LIVE MUSIC!
CHECK OUR WEBSITE

WWW.PORTERSPUB.COM
FOR OUR UP-COMING 

LIVE MUSIC!

facebook.com/ucsdporterspub

PORTER’S PUB
EVENT CALENDAR
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GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BRING BACK 
FOURTH GRADE PROGRAM IN OLD TOWN 

ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF OLD TOWN

The Old Town Chamber of Commerce is team-
ing up with PGA Hall of Famer Billy Casper to pro-
duce the Café Coyote Historic Old Town Golf Clas-
sic at the Salt Creek Golf Club on March 18, with
all proceeds going toward restoring the fourth
grade history program in Old Town San Diego. 

For more than 20 years, PGA professional
golfer Billy Casper has raised funds for kids in
San Diego. Casper is a World Golf Hall of Fame
member, winner of two U.S. Open Tournaments,
winner of the 1970 Master’s Tournament and
holds the record for the most points scored for the
USA Ryder Cup team. Through his organization,
Billy's Kids, he has raised more than 20 million
dollars.

Sponsored by Café Coyote, the goal of the tour-
nament is to raise $40,000 to bring back the thou-
sands of San Diego County students that would

typically come to Old Town each year. The histo-
ry program for fourth graders was part of the ele-
mentary school Off-Campus Integrated Learning
Experiences, which was cut by the San Diego Uni-
fied School District in 2010 because of budget
constraints. 

“Bringing fourth graders back to Old Town is
a high priority for the chamber and we are thrilled
that Billy Casper is able to help us with this goal,”
stated Chamber President Fred Grand. “We want
the students to have the opportunity to visit Old
Town and learn about the rich history of our
state.”

The fourth grade program could be restored
for as little as $3 per student -- the cost to trans-
port the student to Old Town. All educational com-
ponents of the program would be executed by
volunteers and various organizations in Old Town

including Old Town San Diego State Historic Park. 
Other sponsors of the tournament include

Bazaar Del Mundo, the Best Western Plus Hacien-
da Hotel Old Town, Fiesta de Reyes, the Mormon
Battalion Historic Site, Old Town San Diego Guide,
Old Town Trolley and Seal Tours, the San Diego
Chargers, San Diego PR, the Steve Affleck Family,
and Sysco, to name a few. 

Sponsorships for the tournament are still avail-
able. For inquiries about sponsorship, contact Old
Town Chamber Executive Director Richard Steg-
ner at OTSD@aol.com. The golf tournament will
also include a silent auction and raffle to raise
additional funds and dinner will be provided by
Old Town’s Fiesta de Reyes. 

For more information about Old Town and its
Chamber of Commerce visit oldtownsandiego.org
or call 619-291-4903.

Porter's Pub is one of La Jolla's best hidden secrets 
While it's known for it's exceptional musical

acts and microbrews, what people may not know is
this when you visit this pub, you will be getting not
only a great drink and some fabulous musical enter-
tainment - but, as the owner Stefan says, "You come
here, you're gonna get love!"  This bar cares about
people, cares about musicians, and cares if you're
having a bad day.

Established in 1993 in the heart of UCSD,
Porter's Pub has become a local landmark. Commit-
ted to staying with the current trends, they have a

beer list of over 400 brands that is constantly updat-
ed with new pours from local breweries. As part of
the college community, they host events for numer-
ous clubs and promotions held by UCSD students in
addition to musical entertainment, comedy, theatre
and art galleries with local and world class artists.
Come in today and try their Craft Beers paired with
the perfect meal. Porter’s Pub is located on UCSD
Campus at 105 Eucalyptus Grove Lane.  

Contact them by email at booking @porter-
pub.com

mailto:OTSD@aol.com
mailto:@porter-pub.com
mailto:@porter-pub.com
mailto:@porter-pub.com
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION
The Mike Gotch Memorial Bridge
dedicated in 2012 connects Pacific
Beach Drive to
the bikeway at
North Mission
Bay Drive next to
Rose Creek.
Gotch, who
passed away in
2008, was a Mission Beach resi-
dent who was president of the
Mission Beach Town Council, City
Councilman for District 6 from
1979 to 1987, and served two
terms from 1990-94 in California
Assembly Districts 78 and 76,
which encompassed Mission
Beach and Pacific Beach. The
260-foot bridge creates a scenic
route and offers a safe, pedestri-
an- and bicycle-only alternative to
using Grand Avenue. 

O
HISTORY LESSON
The north-south streets of PB are
a veritable history lesson named
after esteemed statesman. Do you
know who Bayard and Pendleton
are? 

�
BUT WHAT’S A FELSPAR?
East-west streets of PB are
named after recognizable gems.
Turquoise, Sapphire, Tourmaline,
Opal, Diamond, Emerald and Gar-
net are common in jewelry. But
what is a Felspar? Or is it
Feldspar?

R
NATURE INSPIRED
The Pacific Beach/Taylor Branch
Library takes its inspiration from
the ocean. Architect Manuel Onci-
na designed the building to resem-
ble the shape of a nautilus shell.
While the shell motif is best seen
from overhead, its inspiration can
be seen throughout the library
and grounds.

P

Rise of aCommunity: 1941 -1969
BY PATRICIA WALSH

T
he population of Pacific Beach explod-
ed five-fold during World War II as
families migrated west to be near mili-
tary facilities like the artillery unit on

Calumet Street in Bird Rock. To accommodate
the newcomers, three government housing pro-
jects were built in Pacific Beach — Bayview Ter-
race, Los Altos and Cyanne on Crown Point. 

In “A Short History of Pacific Beach” by PB
historian John Fry, then-resident Margaret
Evans shared her memories of the war years:

“The first thing that happened was the disap-
pearance of all our Japanese. Next was the rapid
construction of all sorts of army installations …
every vacant lot had something khaki on it. That
spring, after Pearl Harbor, we were all pretty
skittish … we had a few blackouts and … barrage
balloons. There were army encampments all
over the beach and a gun emplacement at Bird
Rock that kept plates dancing on shelves for
months.”

Wartime was not without creature comforts in
Pacific Beach. The Roxy Theater opened in 1943,
and the rhythm of daily life included home deliv-
ery of breads and sweets from Mrs. Conkling’s
Bakery. 

After the war, Pacific Beach enjoyed a peace-
ful, prosperous time. To educate the growing
population, Bayview Terrace and Crown Point
Elementary opened in the 1940s. Forward-
thinking voters passed a $2 million bond mea-
sure for improvements to Mission Bay. Photog-
rapher Howard Rozelle captured the bucolic
slice of life in a 1946 aerial photo that shows a
checkerboard of vacant lots and a trailer park
just 50 feet from the beach. 

By the 1950s, PB’s population was about
30,000 and the average home cost was $12,000.

Behemoth V-8 Chevys lined Garnet Avenue’s
busy business district. Shops and services were
abundant to accommodate the needs of a new
generation. The JC Penney department store
came to town. It joined mainstreet mainstays
like Oscar’s Drive-In, Victory Bowling Lanes,
The Highlander Store for Men and Food Basket,
the largest supermarket in the county when it
opened in 1951. 

Iconic civic institutions came to be in the
1950s. The city broke ground for Pacific Beach’s
first new library building, the Pacific Beach
Town Council formed and when Mission Bay
High School opened its doors in 1953, it was the
first time in 65 years high school students did-
n’t have to leave the community to go to school.

The beach, too, had its heyday in the 1950s. In
old Mission Beach, three lifeguards who could-
n’t get a volleyball court — Ed Teagle, Ron LaPo-
lice and Mike Curren — invented their own
game in the sand and called it Over the Line.
Simultaneously, a new group formed called the
Old Mission Beach Athletic Club. Meanwhile,
students from PB Junior High caught a wave of
their own when they formed the Pacific Beach
Surf Club. 

As empty lots were swallowed up by develop-
ment and condos in 1960s, the framework for
the tourism industry took shape. SeaWorld
opened, hotels were built and brothers Ray and
Dan Hamel set up shop on Ventura Place, dis-
pensing gear to a growing mass of beachgoers.
The site of the old military academy became
Pacific Plaza Shopping center with a book store,
barbershops and shoe repair. 

By the end of the decade, a new war was on
the horizon in Vietnam and “high-rise” became
fighting words in San Diego’s coastal communi-
ties setting the land-use battle of the 1970s.

THE ROXY THEATER opened on Dec. 16, 1943 and enter-
tained beach residents for four decades. It is now the site of
the Pacific Beach Post Office. Guy Sensor took this shot in
1947. Photo courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society

1940

1940
St. Brigids Catholic Church, founded by Msgr. J.C.
Van Veggel, Christ Lutheran Church established
nearby by Rev. Quentitn Garman

MARCH 24: — Kate Sessions passes away at
Scripps Hospital

Saltwater damages The Plunge’s filter system; the
world’s largest saltwater
pool becomes Southern
California’s largest heated
freshwater pool

1942
JAN 26TH - The first 10 homes open in

Bayview Terrace, one of three govern-
ment housing projects to be built in PB

during World War II 

1945
San Diego voters approve $2
million bond to begin 
development of Mission Bay

1948
Victory Lanes Bowling Alley

opens, lasts 20 years

Pacific Beach Christian Church
dedicated by The Rev. Dan Griffith

1950

1950
Pacific Beach Junior
High holds first classes
at 4676 Ingraham St. 

1956
First Pacific Beach Surf Club found-
ed by group of surfers from Pacific
Beach Junior High School

1954
Old Mission Beach

Athletic Club
(OMBAC) formed

1957
Kate Sessions park dedicated on
what would have been Session’s
100th birthday

1959
Catamaran Resort built on site of old Braemar Estate 

1960

1964
SeaWorld opens in Mission Bay
Park, Pacific Beach teenagers flock
to the park for jobs as tour guides 

1967
Brothers Ray and Dan Hamel open

Hamel’s at Ventura Place and Ocean-
front Walk, where they rent gear to

beachgoers. In 1994, their black castle
building earns a

“Stinky Onion
Award” from the
San Diego Archi-

tecture Society 

z

AN EARLY LIFEGUARD TOWER offers a birds-eye view of
beachgoers. 

1943
PB’s first movie theater, 
The Roxy, opens, entertains
residents for four decades
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Epic Thursdays!

Guava's Half Pound Burger & Fries

only $5.99

Half Off All Shots, Beers &

Cocktails from 9:30pm until close!

Guava Beach Bar & Grill
3714 Mission Blvd
Old Mission Beach,  CA 92109 858-488-6688

“Where The Summer Never Ends”

Award winning Half-Off Happy

Hour Monday - Friday 4-7pm

Family friendly atmosphere

Daily Food & Drink Specials

Try our BIONIC BEAVER!

960 Turquoise - 2013

960 Turquoise - 1945

  Catering u Restaurant u Bakery u Wine Boutique

Breakfast & Lunch Served Daily 8am – 3pm
Dinner Tues - Sun 4pm-Close

It’s Always a Delicious Day at… 
The French Gourmet!

960 Turquoise St. • San Diego, CA 92109

• Full service or catering to go in the cusine of your choice.
• California-French Cuisine in a casual setting. 
• Traditional French pastries, baguettes, croissants, pâtés, cheeses, and more!
• $2595 3-Course prix fixe dinner menu
• Retail wine boutique with very competitive pricing. 

Call for reservations:
(858) 488-1725

www.thefrenchgourmet.com

http://www.thefrenchgourmet.com
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If  there’s one thing that’s stood the test of
time in Pacific Beach, it’s Crystal Pier. The
iconic San Diego landmark has survived
storms, runaway barges, sea barnacles
and economic downturns to be a celebrat-
ed destination within a destination. Like a
floating stage over the ocean, Crystal Pier
offers a place to cast a line, take a walk or
“sleep over the ocean” in a quaint Cape
Cod-style cottage.  

In his book “A Short History of  Crystal
Pier,” John Fry writes about Earl Taylor, a
Kansas native who arrived in Pacific Beach
in 1923, the visionary behind the pier.
Taylor convinced Ernest Pickering, who
had developed piers in Santa Monica and
Venice, to build the pier, which, for a short
while, was known as Pickering’s Pier.
When Pickering backed out of  the deal,
Neil Nettleship took over the project,

heralding it to its opening in 1926. It was
a marvel of  engineering and entertain-
ment complete with a midway, and ball-
room with a cork-lined dance floor. 
The music and dancing were short lived
when it was discovered that the pier’s pil-
ings weren’t properly treated and had
become a feast for marine borers and the
pier was closed for nearly 10 years as legal
battles ensued. 

CRYSTAL PIER FACTS:
• 1936: When the pier opened after years of legal
battles, 10 cottages were added. 

• 1952: A barge broke away from its tether and
crashed into Crystal Pier on Jan. 15, 1952. One cabin
was knocked into the water. (see photo below)

• 1983: High tides and severe storm pull the outer
third of Crystal Pier into the ocean.

• 1987: A new Crystal Pier took shape during PB’s
centennial year.

• 1997: The office building on Crystal Pier was
remodeled

• Today: Despite its history of changing ownership
and disputes, the pier has endured and been family
owned since 1961. 

Landmarks & Development: 1970 -1989
BY PATRICIA WALSH

M
ore than any other period in his-
tory, the years bracketed by 1970
and 1989 have had the most
impact on Pacific Beach as we

know it today. The cry of activism that swept
the nation in the 1970s came to Pacific Beach
in the form of land use. The battle of “Mis-
sion Beach, Not Miami Beach” started when
high-rise hotels were proposed at the foot of
Garnet Avenue and on San Juan Court in
Mission Beach. 

When a 12-story building went up in 1970
on Cass and Wilbur streets, the Pacific
Beach Town Council (PBTC) took action and
called for a two-year moratorium limiting
coastal construction to 50 feet. Two years
later, voters citywide passed Proposition D,
giving San Diego’s coastal communities a
30-foot height limit and uncompromised
ocean views enjoyed today. 

The spirit of community spilled into the

streets during the nation’s bicentennial year
in 1976, when Eve Smull Anderson founded
Pacific Beach’s block party. 

“It was a family affair,” Anderson said.
“Garnet Avenue was closed for a day
between Mission and Cass. We even had lit-
tle old ladies quilting in the middle of the
street.” Change gave purpose to the history
of Pacific Beach, and San Diego State Uni-
versity alum John Fry and photographer
Howard Rozelle took action and formed the
Pacific Beach Historical Society. 

By the 1980s, a wave of revitalization and
development swept across the beach town.
Wartime icons like the Roxy Theater went
the way of dinosaurs. Older homes were ren-
ovated and multi-use specialty shopping
centers became anchors in the neighbor-
hood. Vern Taylor, the son of Crystal Pier
visionary Earl Taylor, began to develop the
land he had been buying since he was in the
Army during World War II. The Promenade,

Pacific Plaza and Pacific Plaza II quickly
filled in with businesses. Neighborhood
pride played out in the park when Concerts
on the Green were started by Fry and spon-
sored by the Pacific Beach Town Council
(PBTC).

Pacific Beach’s dining and entertainment
scene became the talk of the town and San
Diego’s hot spot for after-dark entertain-
ment with new kids on the block like the
Improvisation comedy club, Moose McGilly-
cuddy’s night club, Diego’s and the Daily
Planet. Pacific Beach had finally come into
its own and was no longer known as “The
Poor Man’s La Jolla.”

On the waterfront, the tides of change
shaped bay and ocean access. From Crown
Point to South Mission Beach, private piers
on Sail Bay came down to make way for
public access. A heated debate erupted over
turning Ocean Boulevard into a promenade.
The street was soon closed to traffic; Ocean

Front Walk was built and became a destina-
tion unto itself. Crown Point and Vacation
Isle were connected when City Councilman
Mike Gotch dedicated the Ingraham Street
Bridge

As the 1980s came to a close, Pacific Beach
paused in 1987 to celebrate its accomplish-
ments and a centennial year. PBTC pre-
served history by saving a part of the old
Braemar estate and moving Rose Creek Cot-
tage to land donated by the Navy. Vern Tay-
lor looked to the future when he and wife
Mary F. Taylor, sister Erma Taylor O'Brien,
and her husband, Farley O'Brien, donated
$3.5 million to buy the old Farnum Elemen-
tary School site on Cass Street between
Thomas and Reed streets for the purpose of
building a new library. 

After they bought the land, the city said it
had no money to build, so they gave anoth-
er $3 million to build a library in honor of
their parents, Earl and Birdie Taylor.

CRYSTAL PIER remains one of Pacific Beach’s icons and one of its most photographed structures. Photo by Don Balch | Beach & Bay Press

Crystal Pier has remained community’s iconic draw

1970

1979
Pacific Beach Historical
Society is co-founded by
John Fry and Howard
Rozelle 

1976
The Giant Dipper roller coaster and

park fall into disrepair and are closed

PB Block Party started by Eve Smull

1980

1983
Huge storm with high surf rips away 250
feet of the seaward end of Crystal Pier; 20
cottages temporarily closed

Construction on boardwalk north of
Crystal Pier begins, done in 1984

1987
Construction of Oceanfront Walk south of Crystal Pier begins

The wooden Giant Dipper rollercoaster, not in operation, is designated a National
Historic Landmark by the U.S. Interior Department. More than 80,000 signed a
petition requesting the designation 
Pacific Beach celebrates its centennial. Community projects take shape
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Mike Curren was 22 years old and just a
few months out of  the Army when he and his
buddies invented Over The Line (OTL), San
Diego’s signature beach-baseball game. Now
an octogenarian, Curren admits he can’t do a
lot of  things he did in his youth. “But,” he
said, “I can still have fun.”

The 82-year-old is sitting at bar in The
Beachcomber drinking a bottle of  Miller. The
first meeting of  the year to plan the 60th OTL
Championship has just adjourned. The Irish-
man has a twinkle in his eyes and subtle by
permanent upward turn of  a smile etched on
his face. He takes a swig of  beer and shares a
philosophy that he has lived by for years: “You
can’t drink all day unless you start early.”

Curren is an endangered species in San
Diego. He not just an old-timer, but a local, a
rarity in a town filled with expatriates. He

went to school at Mission Beach Elementary,
Pacific Beach Junior High, La Jolla High and
San Diego State University. 

“In junior high school, I told people I’d
live to be 100,” he said. “And I’m going for it.” 

Curren said he doesn’t go to funerals or
wakes. “If  you’re gonna honor someone, he
oughta be there,” said Curren.  

On his 75th birthday, Curren held his own
wake. More than 300 people showed up at
the Qualcomm Stadium practice field.  “If  I’m
alive at 100, I’ll throw another party,” he said.

A land surveyor by profession, Curren still
works three days a week. “I’m in the process of
trying to retire,” he said. “I’m tired of  climbing
rocks and tired of  government agencies.” 

He lives with his significant other, Helen
Duffy, and has three adult children. Curren
sees his hometown as two different places.
“San Diego County is obviously in Southern
California, but it’s not the beach,” he said.  The
beach is where OTL and the Old Mission Beach

Athletic Club (OMBAC) were born. 
“The spirit of  the beach really is OMBAC,”

he said. “Our attitude is, if  it’s not any fun,
we’re not doing it.”

Curren is a staunch defender of  OTL as a
sport, even though the event has a reputation
for the innuendo that comes with the barely-
covered bodies at the games. In 1975, he took
one for the team when a reporter from Sports
Illustrated came to town to write a story. 

“Why are you doing this article?” he asked
the reporter. “I get the impression you’re look-
ing for wild stuff. We’re not a bunch of  buf-
foons conducting an orgy. This is an athletic
event.” Duffy echoes the sentiment.  “OTL is
not just about hooking up,” she said. “People
who haven’t availed themselves to watching
OTL don’t know the game. My favorite time is
4 p.m. on the second Saturday. Twilight is
coming to the beach, the silliness is over and
the good players are still playing.”
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With a reputation for bawdy behavior of
spectators and teams with off-color names,
Over The Line is San Diego’s good-natured
golden child that has a well-deserved bad-boy
claim to fame. To understand OTL is to know
what it’s like to go party at the beach where a
sporting event breaks out.

Over the Line began in 1953 when the vol-
leyball courts at Old Mission Beach were so
crowded someone had to come up with anoth-
er game. Ron LaPolice, Ed Teagle (both now
deceased) and Mike Curren invented the
three-man beach-baseball game in which there
is no base running. LaPolice paced off the
court. Empty beer cans and seaweed were used
for boundaries and a San Diego tradition, cel-
ebrating its 60th year, was born. 

In the early days, OTL was an eight-team
round robin, which grew into today’s 1,600
team double-elimination event held over two
weekends in July on Fiesta Island. This year’s
diamond anniversary tournament will be host-
ed — as always — by the Old Mission Beach
Athletic Club (OMBAC) on the weekends of
July 13-14 and July 20-21.  Tom Smith is the
event’s chairman. OTL founder Curren and

Don Peterson are co-chairs. Players from half
the U.S. are scheduled to compete, with
60,000 spectators turning out over two week-
ends.

As the popularity of the game as grown, its
location has moved. OTL was first held in
North Mission Beach. It later moved to South
Mission Beach and Mariner’s Point. When it
was relocated to Fiesta Island in 1973, more
fields meant more players, more divisions and
women’s teams. 

How do you play Over-The-Line?
The “rules” for OTL have been explained

many times over the years. Perhaps none bet-
ter than by Curry Kirkpatrick, who wrote a
story in 1975 for Sports Illustrated magazine
titled: “They’ve stepped way over the line.”

Over the Line is simply a softball game
played on the beach by three-person teams
that are invariably in some stage of undress
and inebriation.

The team at bat furnishes its own pitcher,
who sits a few feet to the side and tosses the
ball to the hitter. The result is sort of a two-per-
son fungo. There is no base running because
there are no bases. The object is to hit the ball

on the fly over a line about 20 yards in front of
the batter and into a court about 22 yards wide
that extends indefinitely.

The three fielders on the opposing team
patrol the court in various defensive forma-
tions — only women are allowed to wear gloves
— and attempt to make putouts by catching
the ball on the fly. There are two kinds of hits
— singles and occasional home runs, when the
ball goes past the deepest fielder.

The only other rules to worry about are three
outs to an inning, five innings to a game and
no throwing beer cans or disrobing complete-
ly on the playing field. These last two rules
were made to be broken.

Players take the Over the Line (OTL) Tournament very seriously, particularly as the event heads into the
second week of action. Photo by Don Balch I Beach & Bay Press

Women’s teams are as just as much a part of the OTL competition. Photo by Jim Grant I Beach & Bay Press

OTL can be naughty, but fun two-weekend tradition
BY PATRICIA WALSH

OTL FUN FACTS:
EVERYTHING IN STRIDE

Ron LaPolice steps are the official measure-
ment for an Over The Line court. In the early
OTL days in Mission Beach, there were no rope
courts, so courts were paced off by Ron LaPo-
lice, who passed away in 2009. To this day,
OMBAC still calls them “Ron LaPolice steps” in
honor of one of the founders of the game.

1958
The Redondo Court parking lot was closed in
1958, forcing cancellation of the Over The
Line tournament. 

“C’MON YOU CAN DO BETTER 
THAN THAT”

The ruling from OTL judges when a ball is out
of bounds.

KNOCK-KNOCK
Miss Emerson, the bikini-clad representative
of Over The Line, got her start when Grant
Simkins, a member of the OMBAC, asked a
lovely lady of voluptuous proportions if she
was the elusive “Emerson.” He then told her
a knock-knock joke. When she answered,
“Emerson Who?” Simkins delivered the not-
for-print punch line. 

Mike Curren, one of OTL’s founders, still swinging for the fences

Mike Curren, aka Mr. OTL, holds court at The
Beachcomber. Photo by Patricia Walsh I Beach &
Bay Press

“I get the impression you’re
looking for wild stuff. We’re
not a bunch of buffoons
conducting an orgy. This is
an athletic event.” 
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PACIFIC BEACH

HAPPY MONDAYS: 
Happy Hour 4pm to Close
1/2 off Beers and call shots 
25% off appetizers

Progressive Drink Nite!
U Call Its $2 from 9-10pm
$3 from 10-11pm
$4 from 11pm-12am
$3 from 12am-until close
$10 bottles of champagne w/
Guave or OJ ALL DAY!

$4 Fridays:
$4 U Call Its from 9pm-Close
Weekend Dinner Specials by
Chef Shelly V.

Thirsty Thursdays:
$2 U Call Its from 9pm-Close
$5.99 ½ lb Guava Burger &
Fries

Game Night:
$3 Drafts 7pm-Close
Any sandwich/wrap w/draft $10
Free Pool, Jumbo Beaver Blocks,
Boards Games & Beer Pong! You
be the VJ 8pm-close!

TACO TUESDAY'S:
Tacos starting @ $2
$3.50 Dos Equis Pints
$4 Tequila Shots
$5 House Margs!

3714 Mission
Blvd

858-488-668

MONDAY SUNDAYSATURDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAY

809 Thomas  
858-270-1730

Go Big or Go Home!
$5 House Margs
$16 Marg Pitchers
$5 “El Fuego” Bloody Mary’s

$5 Mimosa $8 Domestic Pitchers
$12 Bionic Beavers

Happy Monday:
Happy Hr. open til Close
Mason Jars for the price of pints
Double Wells $3 Skyy drinks

$4 Fridays 7pm-close:
$4 Selected Drinks

College Night 7pm-close:
Large Pizza for the price of a small
$3 Wells and Skyy Drinks
$3 Domestic Bottles

Wing Wednesday:
2lbs. of wings for the price of 1

Tijuana Tuesdays 5PM-Close
$5 Chicken Enchilada Plate, Baja Fish
Tacos, Chicken Mole, Carne Asada Tacos
$5 Footlong, $3 Dos XX, $3 House Margs4465 Missino Blvd.  

858-483-4143

Watch the NBA & NFL Playoffs Here!
Also catch MLB Here!

Happy Hour: Monday – Friday  3 – 7pm Saturday – Sunday 1  – 4pm  All Happy Hour Specials are served in the bar and our new Patio on Missino Blvd.

$3 Pints Bud Lights and Shock Top • $4 Pint Premium Draft Beers • $3 Well Drinks & Well Wines • $3 House Margaritas & Long Island Iced Teas

$10 Pitchers Bud Light & Shock Top • 1/2 OFF ALL APPETIZERS
4110 Mission Blvd.

858-272-7427

Monday: Detox
Acai & Smoothies 20% or Buy 1 Get
1 50% off MNF Sandwich  Platters -
Feed 10+, $34  or 20+, $60 

Friday Pre-Game:
Hammerheads & Vietnamese
Iced Coffees Buy 1 Get 1 50%

Thursday -  Family Day:
Gelato Buy 2, get  3rd FREE; 
Kid's Menu 50% off

Wednesday Hump Day:
All Panini 20% off; Soup, 
Sandwich, Salad Combo $9.95

Tuesday Seniors:
Buy 1 Get 1
FREE House Coffee & Jumpstarts 20%

3833 Missino Blvd.  
cafemonosd.com

FOOD: 50% off all Burgers, Chicken Sandwiches and Quesadillas.

DRINKS: $5 off All 60 ounce pitchers, 22 ounce draft for the 16 ounce price, $4 Fallbrook wines, $3.50 Wells
All of these specials are available 7 days a week from 4 pm- 7 pm. However, happy hour pricing on food items only goes all night on Monday night.

TJ TUESDAYS
$5 Your Choice Mexican 
Entree - It’s like Taco 
Tuesdays on Steroids!

4465 MISSION BLVD. 
858.483.4143

CHECK OUT OUR KILLER FOOD DEALS!
WEDNESDAY
All You Can Eat
Smoked Wings 
& Garlic Fries
$13.95

WATCH THE 
UFC MARCH 3RD 8PM

WATCH THE 
NHL & NBA

HERE!

Let Millers Field provide a killer location for your next private event!
Looking for a location to host your next corporate event, meeting or private party?
You’ve come to the right place. We have an upstairs location that will meet the needs
of events with attendance of 100 or less. seating for up to 75 people ~ full service
(15 seat) bar ~ ocean view indoor / outdoor heated patio ~ order off menu or buf-
fet ~ free validated parking 13 flat screens on upper patio ~ presentation friendly!
Contact us today to get  more information!  619 838 1866

Homemade and Cracked to Order!

4150 Mission Blvd.  Pacific Beach • 274-3122
Open 7 Days a Week 7 am–2 pm

www.TheEggery.com

Breakfast or Lunch
at the Beach

(858) 272-RIBS
4110 Mission Blvd. 

Pacific Beach
Family Owned Since 1986

TonyRomasSanDiego.com

Lunch Special:.............1 lb Ribs $999

M-F 11-4pm • All Day on Tuesday

Martini Monday:..........$5 over 20 choices! 

Tuesday:....................1 lb Ribs $999

All Day

Wednesday:................1/2 off   Wine
Friday:.......................Kids Eat Free!
(w/adult purchase, see restaurant for details)

Enjoy Daily Lunch Specials
Starting at $7

New
We Deliver Right To

Your Front Door

http://www.TheEggery.com
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Here are a few of  the planning group’s accom-
plishments in 2012 and updates on ongoing
projects that are expected to affect area residents
for years to come.
RECREATION AND PUBLIC PARKS

The Pacific Beach Boardwalk and Parks
Neighborhood District project — a concep-
tual redevelopment plan for south Pacific
Beach’s oceanfront boardwalk between
Grand Avenue and Pacific Beach Drive —
continues to drive forward as a number of
dedicated community leaders put in hun-
dreds of  volunteer hours and take steps to
ensure the community-inspired urban revi-
talization plan comes to fruition.

In November, the PBPG submitted the
plan to the city as a priority in the capital
improvements project (CIP) budget for fis-
cal year 2014.

“It is a long shot for them to use their CIP
dollars on PB parks, but it certainly got the
attention of  city of  San Diego staff. Now they
know things are happening in PB, and we
are going to keep knocking on the doors of
City Hall,” said Chris Olson, who spearhead-
ed the project.

In January, the City Council selected the
project as one of  five to be submitted for a
$400,000 San Diego Association of  Gov-
ernments (SANDAG) planning grant to fur-
ther develop the concept, schematic design,
required analyses and implementation plan.
The City Council and District 2 City Council-
man Kevin Faulconer also committed a total
of  $70,000 in staff  services for the plan-

ning phase of  the project.
“It’s very rare for a grassroots initiative to

arise from a local group like this. The city
staff  was very impressed that we accom-
plished this on our own,” said Olson. “There
are a lot of  great things coming on our beau-
tiful horizon in PB.”

To promote the continued improvement of
the neighborhood, the nonprofit organiza-
tion Beautiful PB was launched last year by
a group of  residents and business owners
to advocate on behalf  of  planning improve-
ment projects in the community, like the
boardwalk and parks project, traffic corridor
and entryway improvement initiatives and,
ultimately, the creation of  a Community
Benefit District (CBD), commonly known as
a Maintenance Assessment District, by early
2014.

“With the internal support, as well as the
financial support of  Councilman Faulcon-
er’s office, we are creating a ‘model block’ for
the community to understand and visualize
the positive impact a CBD would bring to
our community,” said Kristen Victor, presi-
dent of  Beautiful PB.

The nonprofit is also focusing on eco-dis-
trict and healthy-living components to its
urban redevelopment approach, like
researching energy, communitywide water
and material resource reduction, safe bike
lanes and pedestrian walkways, clean water
and ADA access.

For more information or to take the online
survey, visit www.beautifulpb.com.

BEACHES AND BAYS
Among its other projects for which the

nonprofit advocates is the Mission Bay Gate-
way project — a regional environmental,
education and recreational joint-use project
for improvement around Mission Bay High
School, Campland, Rose Creek and De Anza
Cove. The project got off  to a great start last
year with the recent addition of  the Mike
Gotch Memorial Bridge to enhance the bik-
ing and walkability options of  the Mission
Bay Park region, and committee members
continue to work to ensure the area is
improved smartly and for the benefit of  the
community and the environment.

A map and project description can be
found at www.missionbaygateway.org. The
project will also be presented to the Pacific
Beach Town Council on Feb. 20 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Pacific Beach Woman’s Club.

Also a regular agenda item over the com-
ing year will be the North Pacific Beach life-
guard station project proposed last year
where Law Street hits the sand. A planning
group subcommittee has been at work over
the past several months, listening to com-
munity input and understanding lifeguards’
needs for a City Council-approved facility
north of  Crystal Pier.

The next meeting, where the schematics
will be reviewed, has not yet been sched-
uled. Contact Chipman at Scott@Chip-
man.info for more information about the
Mission Bay Gateway or North PB lifeguard
station projects.

PEDESTRIAN  TRANSPORTATION
As the Parking and Traffic Subcommittee

continues to plug away at ongoing projects
like pedestrian crosswalks along Garnet
Avenue, an all-way stop at Olney Street and
Pacific Beach Drive and water-pipe projects
and paving on Lamont and Cass streets,
community requests for additional investiga-
tions into pedestrian- and bike-friendly inter-
sections continue to roll into the subcom-
mittee’s agenda for review.

One of  the subcommittee’s biggest ongo-
ing projects, however, is launching full-speed
into its comprehensive pedestrian master
plan to improve major thoroughfares and
intersections for pedestrian and vehicle safe-
ty in Pacific Beach. The plan identifies key
areas of  concern within an area roughly
spanning from the oceanfront east to Mis-
sion Bay Drive and from Turquoise Street
south to Pacific Beach Drive.

A dozen recommended improvement
areas include streamlined intersections and
merge zones, mobility studies, trail and
boardwalk improvements and pedestrian
access to a future trolley station proposed at
the confluence of  Balboa Avenue and Santa
Fe Street for the impending Mid-Coast Trol-
ley Line. More information about the pro-
ject, including a PowerPoint presentation
and letter to the city’s planning division
regarding details of  the plan are available
at www.pbplanning.org.

Planners formulate project list for PB’s future By MARIKO LAMB

1930s - The Supper Club.
1940s - Blue Pacific
1950s - Beef and Burgundy

1960s - The Bath House  
1973-1980 - Debauchery
1981 - The Place on Mission

1982-92 - New Port Annies
1992-present - Guava
Beach Bar & Grill.

The history of restaurants at the current Guava Beach begins in the 1930's and con-
tinues on to this day.  The list is as follows: 

1990

1990
Harry’s Surf Shop opens north of Crystal Pier, is the epicenter of all things surfing in San Diego until
its month-to-month lease expires in 2000 to make way for building of the hotel Tower 23

Giant Dipper roller coaster reopens to the public after $2 million renovation

1994
MTV Spring Break brings the party

to Mission Bay Mariner's Point 1997
Discover PB, a Business Improvement District, forms, plants

hundreds of trees and hangs community banners

Citing their age and a changing beach community, 
Hammel brothers sell their iconic beach business

The Earl & Birdie Taylor Library, Pacific Beach Branch opens

1998
Discover PB’s first BeachFest held
along Oceanfront Walk

http://www.beautifulpb.com
http://www.missionbaygateway.org
mailto:Scott@Chip-man.info
mailto:Scott@Chip-man.info
mailto:Scott@Chip-man.info
http://www.pbplanning.org
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at 1945 Garnet Ave.
Hours of operation are 8 to 8 on 

weekdays and 8 to 4 on weekends

858.224.7977 • Andersonmedicalcenter.com

Dr. Kenneth
Anderson

Happy Birthday Pacific Beach!
Medicine has come a long way in 125 years! 
Come check out our modern facility equipped 

with the latest technology.

Thank You PB for Voting us Best!

4455 Lamont St. #1 
San Diego, CA 92109  858.274.2378 
McMullenGroupInc.com

Life Insurance
Give your loved ones the gift of Financial Security

Brain McMullen

See photos & videos at
www.rightchoiceseniorliving.org

(619) 246-2003
Call for Tour. Private rooms w/bath

• Residential Assisted Living Home
• Quality & Passionate 24/7 Care in safe,

clean, nurturing & secure environment
• Loving Care, Great Locations, Great Food
• Memory/Dementia Care Offered
• Hospice, Short term stays (respite) OK

Lic#374602704

Join Now - Become a member for only $30.
www.pbtowncouncil.org

Business Memberships are only $50.

Your community voice for 62 years.   
Let your voice be heard on issues that matter in Pacific Beach.

Your Membership helps support our Community, Schools, Beaches and Community Events.

Interact with City and State Representatives and 
get involved in your community

Pacific Beach Town Council 
serving our community since 1951. 

Mention PB125 and receive a FREE Gift when you join in March 2013

For more information please call (858) 483-6666
1706 Garnet Avenue (Located in the Union Bank Building)

Centenarian Harry
Bogue lived long,
full life in PB 

Harry E. Bogue, 100, of Pacific Beach
passed away on Jan. 21 at Vista Gardens
Memory Care in Vista. A resident of Pacif-
ic Beach for more than 70 years, Bogue
managed Pacific Beach Lumber (later
Western Lumber) for 40 years, supplying
much of the lumber used in building the
growing beach community.

Son of Charles and Olive Bogue, he
was born Oct. 26, 1912 in the Imperial Val-
ley and moved to Lakeside in a covered
wagon. Bogue married Laura Alice Avey in
1937 and was married for six decades.
The father of two, grandfather of four
and great-grandfather of six, Bogue built
his own home in 1938 on Diamond Stree.

A charter member of the Pacific Beach
Lions Club in 1940, Mr. Bogue had perfect
attendance at meetings for more than
60 years.

Bogue served on the board of direc-
tors of the PB Town Council and was a
member of the Chamber of Commerce.
The history of restaurants begins in the
1930's and continues on to this day.
1992-current-Guava Beach in 1992.  
1930's-The Supper Club.

http://www.rightchoiceseniorliving.org
http://www.pbtowncouncil.org
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Pacific Beach as we know it: 1990 -2013
BY PATRICIA WALSH

BRAZILIAN FESTIVAL Thousands descend on Garnet Avenue each year to witness the sights and sounds of the annual Brazilian Festival, a cultural celebration featuring a parade, music, ethnic
food and spectacular demonstrations. Photo by Paul Hansen | Beach & Bay Press.  CROWDS PACK THE ANNUAL PB BEACHFEST along the boardwalk and are treated to tasty food booths,
musical entertainment and plenty of activities for the entire family.   Courtesy photo by Alexis Evanoff

z

If  a contest were to be held for San Diego’s
favorite neighborhood, Pacific Beach might
well wear the crown for “Most Popular.”

As a result of  monumental public and private
investment in the 1980s, PB grew into the
quintessential beach town by day and the hub
of  San Diego’s dining, entertainment and
nightlife after dark.

A younger crowd, a host of  college students,
single professionals and families settled in. Not
to miss out on the party, visitors came in droves.
And why not? In addition to a happening
nightlife scene, restaurants and shopping choic-
es, Pacific Beach is a sporting neighborhood for
surfing and fitness. 

“Pacific Beach is unique in that it attracts
travelers and students, young families, those
looking to retire near the sea and everything in

between,” said Sara Berns, executive director of
Discover Pacific Beach. “There is this large,
national and international community that
loves Pacific Beach and calls it its beach, too. A
high majority of  the visitors into Pacific Beach
are people from surrounding communities in
the San Diego area.” 

The Pacific Beach business community has
responded to the popularity by creating a
neighborhood and destination that keeps peo-
ple coming back for more.

“Our restaurant and bar scene over the last
few years is definitely evolving with the times,”
Berns said. “There is more focus on the grow-
ing craft beer and cocktail movements and gas-
tro pub-type cuisine.” 

Popularity always comes at a price, and in
Pacific Beach, there are issues. Every urban
area is inherent with the territory. Traffic con-

gestion and, in some cases, overconsumption
fueled by the hubris of  youth can capture head-
lines. But the beauty, accessibility and diversity
of  Pacific Beach always steal the spotlight.

Nowhere else in San Diego is so much out-
door space dedicated to enjoying what makes
the beach community so unique. Miles of
boardwalk are perfect for walking, biking or
just people watching. Parks beg for blankets
and picnic baskets. The ocean rolls out a thun-
dering invitation to the surf  set. On the bay
side, sails unfurl in the glory of  a good wind
and rowers strike an unforgettable silhouette
at dusk as the sky fades from blue to inky hues
of  purple and red before evening sets in.

“Our beaches and bays are incomparable,”
Berns said. “Being adjacent to the largest man-
made aquatic park in the country makes Pacif-
ic Beach everybody’s beach.”

In 1987, when Pacific Beach
marked its 100th anniversary,
locals shared memories of
growing up in the neighbor-
hood during the 1920s, ’30s
and ’40s.  Barbara Hughes, now
deceased, who chaired the cen-
tennial celebration, recorded
what they had to say.  Here are
some excerpts:

“My brother Bill and I were
born in PB and we had a happy
childhood in this small town
with friendly people. We lived
above our parents’ grocery store
at 1701 Garnet Ave. and knew
almost everyone in Pacific
Beach during the ’20s & ’30s.”

Elizabeth (Ravenscroft) Struthers,
whose family arrived in 

PB before 1920

“When my family came to Pacif-
ic Beach in 1923, there were
only two paved streets — Lam-
ont and Garnet. I delivered the
morning paper and my route
covered all of  Pacific Beach and
part of  Mission Beach. I had
about 50 customers. We
enjoyed a community dance on
Friday nights at the Woman’s
Club House, where most of  the
town came to dance and visit.”

Herman York, 
who came to PB in 1923

“We were one of  the first fami-
lies at the north end of  the
beach — 960 Sapphire St.
There was only a Japanese truck
farm between our home and the
ocean. My family built the stores
on Cass Street south of  St.
Brigid’s Church and we ran the
North Shores Sporting Goods in
the corner shop.”

Frances P. (Leonard) Wagner, 
who moved to PB in 1936

“I remember the acres and acres
of  wild oats (green in spring,
brown in summer); the man
who sold helium balloons at the
corner of  Garnet and Ingra-
ham; Wamsleys Cacti Gardens
and Westergard and Anderson’s
fields of  flowers up on the hill.”

Lois MacLeod Wagner,
Pacific Beach native 

Marinus (Pete) Petersen emigrated
from Denmark to Pacific Beach
in 1926. He first worked for
Westergard Florist. Then he and

2000

2000
ZLAC Rowing Club opens modern
two-story boathouse on Sail Bay

2004
Navy remodels resi-

dences in
the Admiral Hartman

military housing

2005
150,000 people descend on Pacific Beach for the 30th annual
block party

Artificial wave machines Bruticus Maximus and Flow Rider
debut when Wave House opens at Belmont Park 

The Giant Dipper roller coaster becomes a California State
Historic landmark

2008
Tourmaline Surf Memorial
dedicated

First annual Brazil Day held 

2006
Citing extreme crowds and
unruliness, city denies permit
for PB block party 

2009
Parents, educators thwart plan to close

Crown Point Elementary, which becomes
Crown Point Jr. Music Academy

2012
Mike Gotch Memorial Bridge
complete, joins east and west
Mission Bay creating a safe zone
for cyclists  

2013
$700,000 grant awarded to city to
help replace oldest portion of
boardwalk and seawall adjacent to
Belmont Park in South Mission
Beach

Cont’d on pg. 21
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COASTAL & MARINE INSTITUTE LABORATORY
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This event will showcase current research at SDSU, the facilities at
CMIL, and educate the public about marine ecology and conservation.
Interactive and educational activities will be organized by participating
lab groups, and will demonstrate their research and related topics in
marine science. These activities will be held throughout the day and will
accompany other general activities such as touch tanks, games, SCUBA
gear demonstrations, lab tours, and research talks and more!

OPENHOUSE
Sunday, March 10

10am - 3pm

Join us at the 
Coastal & Marine Institute
4615 Spruance Road 92101

Explore A Working 
Marine Lab!

Faculty Member 
Presentations at 
11am & 1pm

Marine Lab Tours

Raffle Prizes

Activities And Games

Fun For All Ages!

REWARD! LOST 1” HEART PENDANT on
Christmas day in La Jolla village. Very Sen-
timental. (858) 410-5555  

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here -
Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAA approved training. Financial
assistance available. Job placement

assistance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-242-3214  

AMATEUR FEMALE MODELS Amateur
Female Models Wanted: $700 and more
per day. All expenses paid. Easy money.
(619) 702-7911  

BARBER/STYLIST WANTED PARADISE
BARBER SALON is now hiring licensed
barber/ stylist..comission/ boothrent avail-
able... if you are interes please contact
Saida@ 619)756-7778 or (619) 929-7310  

OCEAN CORP Houston, TX. Train for NEW
Career. *Underwater Welder. Commercial
Diver. *NDT/ Weld Inspector. Job place-
ment and financial aid for those who qual-
ify. 800-321-0298. 

GIGANTIC 53RD ANNUAL Rummage
Sale! La Jolla United Methodist Church
Sat March 9th 8:30-3:30 1/2 price after
1:30 6063 La Jolla Blvd.
www.lajollaunitedmethodist.org 

CARPET DISTRIBUTORS SALE Carpet for
your home at wholesale. 619-504-7931
303-908-9599 Go to
www.ademaandassociates.com  

FAST FOOD DISCOUNT CARDS Fast Food
Discount Cards that never expires. 24
Restaurants including Arbys, Wendys,
Pizza Hut, Krispy Kreme and more. Cost
$20. R. T. 3115 WhiteHorse Road PMB
177, Greenville, SC 29611. (864) 295-
5551  

MANGOSTEEN THE QUEEN OF FRUITS
Feel better now and try risk free today:
www. MyMangosteen.net 

MAKAYLA-ANNDESIGNS.COM Hand-
made & handcrafted jewelry. Unique and
at low prices! www. Makayla-AnnDe-
signs.com  

OUTLET CENTER DOORS WINDOWS We
have warehouse full of Doors, Windows,
Flooring reduced Prices (858) 268-0679 

RECENT UCLA GRADUATE helps students
of all ages with studies! ~$15/ hr. tutor-
Lindsey@gmail.com 

RESALE & NEW women’s clothes, acces-
sories, shoes, jewelry, $5 - 35, Designer
BARGAINS, Tierrasanta. (619) 985-6700 

ATT READERS! FREE BOOKS! Trade your
books for free at www. PaperBack-
Swap.com!  

GOT OLD COMIC BOOKS? Local collector
seeks vintage comic books and paper-
backs from 1950s and older. Let’s make
a deal! Contact me at sandiego-
comics@yahoo.com. 

$3950 (1997 FORD EXPLORER) 
Very Clean Interior & Exterior, 
Excellent Condition 135,000 Miles 
Original Owner 858-755-5175  

WWW.CUTTINGEDGEK9.COM CUTTING
EDGE K9 REHAB Has Been Featured On
Local & National News, Radio, A Number
Of Local Papers & Magazine Articles.
Swimming is one of our strongest recom-
mendations for most K9’s. It is an ideal
form of exercise for a many reasons. Our
rehab services offer assisted swimming in
a warm water environment. The benefits

are: • Non-weight-bearing (reducing
stress on joints) • Facilitates full use of the
front and hind legs vs. partial use as seen
with underwater treadmills • Dogs are
often able to actively swim although
unable to move their legs on land (due to
stroke/ spinal injury) • Allows manual
techniques by therapist/ manual resis-
tance to an affected limb • Swimming in
a controlled environment is the safest way
for clients to exercise. • Speeds recovery
following injury/ surgery • Improves func-
tion & quality of life • Works reciprocal
muscle groups (helps correct muscle
imbalances) • Reduces pain & inflamma-
tion • Reduces canine obesity thus
decreasing the risk of other health-related
problems • Increases strength, range of
motion & cardiovascular conditioning •
Prevents overheating through proper water
temperature • Increases tolerance for
extended cardiovascular training •
Decreases recovery time • Reduces post-
exercise soreness • Provides good cross
training for the competitive, athletic dog
(619) 227-7802  

LJ ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNS Construc-

tion permits, blueprints, Residential
Designs. LOW RATES!!! SE HABLA
ESPANOL LIC.#069268 (619) 817-7787 

REMODEL & ADDITION SPECIALISTS
FREE ESTIMATES. No job too small. Call to
see our portfolio or Email us at Richard-
NileConstruction@yahoo.com (619) 684-
0336  

BUSY HOUSEWIFE OR CAREER WOMAN
I can help you with: **Grocery shopping
**Running errands **Household manage-
ment $20 per hour + mileage Call Kirsty
619 379 8750  

A SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA outdoors cou-
ple looks to fulfill our dreams of building
our family through adoption. We offer
affection, security and a wonderful life.
Expenses gladlypaid as permitted. Legal/
Confidential. Call Susan or James toll-free
anytime 1.877.333.1582   

WANT TO Purchase minerals and other oil/
gas interests. Send details to: P. O. Box
13557, Denver, CO 80201  

WWW. SPORTSGIRLJEWELRY.COM
FUND RAISERS FOR YOUTH SPORTS-
VERY PROFITABLE  

DEL MAR LAGOON VIEW HOME 
buy, lease or lease option, $1.65mil. 
Many more RE opportunities. 
Geo Jonilonis Rltr 619 454 4151  

For all your classified and legal ads call
Kim at 858-270-3103 x 140. For Service
Directory information, call Kimberly at 858-
270-3103 x 102

REAL ESTATE  800

BUSINESS OPTS.   550

Adoption Services

MISC. SERVICES 450

PET SERVICES 400

AUTOS FOR SALE 350

Misc. For Sale/Trade

Garage/Yard Sales

ITEMS FOR SALE 300

HELP WANTED 250

Lost & Found

Misc. Wanted

ACCOUNTING
CAREER SCHOOL
One program trains you for
multiple job opportunities!

Be job-ready in 6 months for  many
job positions: accounting and AR,
AP clerks; bookkeepers; Quick-
Books specialists…or, start your
own bookkeeping business!

ACCOUNTING ACADEMY
Call for brochure: 858-836-1420
Next classes begin March 18th

www.theaccountingacademy.com

SERVING S.D. SINCE 1967

INVESTMENT PROPERTY
SPECIALISTS,

SALES & EXCHANGES
APARTMENTS • OFFICE BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL•LEASING•FEE COUNSELING
• RESORT PROPERTIES ANYWHERE
• REAL ESTATE PROBLEM SOLVING

3536 Ashford St., San Diego, CA 92111
in Clairemont.

gjonilonis@att.net
Fax 760-431-4744

GEORGE JONILONIS
“The Estate Builder”

858-278-4040

his wife, Dora Anderson, bought
five lots in 1937 from the Bank of
America to grow flowers. He paid
$90 a lot — $10 down and $10 a
month. When the lots were in
bloom, Kate Sessions would come
by to visit; declaring flowers were
“her children.”

“There was a dairy farmer in the
area east of  Lamont Street who har-
vested the wild oats which grew in
fields north of  Garnet. He made
mounds of  hay, which children
loved to jump on. Later, he would

take his horse and wagon out to
gather the dried oats for his cattle
and horse.”

Eduarda (Eddie) Ericson, 
who moved to Pacific Beach in 1937

Ben R. Kiegle came to Pacific Beach
with his family in 1935. The Kiegles
were one of  400 families who came
from Buffalo, N.Y. with the Consoli-
dated Company. “In Pacific Beach in
1935, a rooster announced sunrise
while off-to-work cars stirred up
dust trails on yet-to-be paved roads.

z

PB 125TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION:

About the writer — Patricia Walsh

Patricia Walsh has been covering community
news in San Diego since 1986. In addition to
writing this special issue of  the Beach & Bay Press
celebrating the 125th anniversary of  Pacific
Beach, she reported on 125 years of  history in
Ocean Beach for the Peninsula Beacon. Both spe-
cial editions are available at the offices of  the San
Diego Newspaper Group.

http://www.lajollaunitedmethodist.org
http://www.ademaandassociates.com
http://www.MyMangosteen.net
http://www.Makayla-AnnDe-signs.com
http://www.Makayla-AnnDe-signs.com
http://www.Makayla-AnnDe-signs.com
mailto:Lindsey@gmail.com
http://www.PaperBack-Swap.com
http://www.PaperBack-Swap.com
mailto:sandiego-comics@yahoo.com
mailto:sandiego-comics@yahoo.com
mailto:NileConstruction@yahoo.com
http://www.theaccountingacademy.com
mailto:gjonilonis@att.net
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Cleaning Service
by Cecilia Sanchez

Family owned & operated

15 years experience.

Office, residential &

vacancy cleanings 

#1 vacation 

rental experts 

Free estimates

& excellent 

references

(619) 

248-5238

COMPUTER REPAIR

San Diego’s Premier House Cleaning
and Carpet Cleaning Service

Competitive Pricing. 
Weekend and same day service.

A Perfect Shine
Cleaning Service

APerfectShine.com
619.269.1745

(619) 795-9429
www.chuckiespainting.com

chuckgjr@cox.net
CA Lic. #925325

Chuckie’s 
Painting Company

Scott Smith, has been serving the
beach communities since 1979.
858-272-ROOF (7663)
619-224-ROOF (7663)

FREE ESTIMATES!
• FINE PRUNING & THINNING
• ARTISTIC TREE LACING
• TREE & STUMP REMOVAL

WWW.CROWNPOINTCLIPPERS.COM

(858) 270-1742
Fully licensed and insured. Lic# 723867

CROWN POINT
CLIPPERS, INC.

T R E E S E R V I C E

GARDENING·LANDSCAPING

A VETERAN HAULING
Insured · Reliable

Best Prices & Free Estimates
10% Discount - Senior & Veteran

Call A Veteran
619-225-8362

United Home Remodeling
Lowest Prices in San Diego!

619.723.3935
Kitchen/Bath • Electrical
Plumbing • Handyman

And more!
FREE ESTIMATES • WORK GUARANTEE
Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Lic #874554

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

6545 Alcala Knolls Dr. (off Linda Vista Rd.)
SUNDAY 9:00 - 10:00 Interfaith Devotions; 10:30 - 12:30 Introductory Talk & Discussion

Please Call 858-274-0178 for Directions or for more information
General Baha’i Info - www.bahai.org    www.sandiegobahai.org

SAN DIEGO BAHA’I COMMUNITY

TREE SERVICES

WE FIX YOUR 
COMPUTER!

We come to you or 
you come to us for the

low rates!
CALL

ROBERT 858-449-1749

Jose’s
Gardening Clean-up
Hedges hauling • Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates • References

619-847-1535

COLEMAN
MOVING SYSTEMS INC.

Office/Residential | Free Wardrobes
7 DAYS A WEEK | FREE ESTIMATES

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1979

619.223.2255

BBB MEMBER | INSURED LIC #CAL T-189466

RENT-A-HUSBAND
Handyman with 30 years experience

All Trades • Hourly or Bid
Prompt, Affordable, Professional

Insured

Ask for Bob
858-454-5922

Non-licensed

You Call-We Haul!
No Job Too Small!

619-933-4346
www.iluvjunk.com

10% Senior 

Discount

Evictions, cleanouts, 
construction debris, 

tree trimming, etc.

Re-Stucco
Specialists

Interior Plaster/Drywall Repairs

Repairs • Lath & Plaster
Re-Stucco • Custom Work
Clean • Reliable • Reasonable

D’arlex
619-846-2734 Cell

Email: darlex0907@hotmail.com

All Work 
Guaranteed

30+ Years Experience
Lic. # 694956

Fredz Handyman Service

Serving the Beaches for over 25 years.
Painting, Furniture Assembly, and
Home Maintenance. Non-contractor.
Small job specialist. Credit Cards accepted
(619) 223-9236   FredzHandymanService.com

B i l l  Harper  Plum b i ng  . com

Licenced Plumber
with years of experience in residential homes

Prompt, Professional and Affordable
Phone Estimates, Cash Discounts

Lic #504044
CALL BILL   619-224-0586

HAULING

30 years experience

CONCRETE MASONRY
STRUCTURAL & DECORATIVE

BRICK • BLOCK
STONE • TILE
CONCRETE
DRAINAGE

WATERPROOFING

References & Portfolio

William Carson

Licensed & Insured  Lic #638122

carsonmasonrysandiego.com

(858) 459-0959
cell: (858) 405-7484

MOVINGELECTRICIANCLEANING

33 Years of Experience in
the Building Trades
La Jolla Resident &

Homeowner Family Man
No Sub-Contractors
No Drugs or Alcohol

Alan’s Remodeling,
Handyman & Home
Improvement, Inc.

7514 Girard Ave.
(619) 365-5601 Phone
(619) 342-7125 Fax

alan.peter1@gmail.com

Over 20 Years of Experience
619.632.7770

www.robselectricalservices.com

Your Local Electrical Experts
ROB’S ELECTRICAL SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 
Boxes/Circuit Breakers
Pole/High Voltage Work
Indoor/Outdoor Lighting
Ceiling/Attic/Exhaust Fans
Outlets/Switches/Fixtures
Troubleshooting/Lighting
Pool/Spa/Jacuzzi Wiring
Home Theater
Home Automation Electronics
FREE Estimate 
10% military + senior discounts

C-10 License CA. 
#966537

CONSTRUCTION

DRYWALL, PLUMBING,
CARPENTRY, Additions,
Kitchens, Baths. Any size job!
Excellent references! 

858-245-1381
Vaudois Handley

license #
507762B

Worship ServicesROOFING

CLD ELECTRIC
• Sr. Discounts
• Free Estimates (on all new work)

• Expert Troubleshooting
• 24 Hr. Emergency Service

LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE 
ON ALL WORK
FOR YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
NEEDS

619.638.0228
Lic #877075

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

PAINTING

PLUMBING

Senior Services

Legal & Finance 

Jacob’s Ladder Painting
Commercial | Residential
Painting - Inside + Outside
Wallpaper | Acoustic-Removal
Power Washing

Call Jacob Mcmanon | Lic #795381

(858) 229-4394
www.jacobsladderpainting.com

JBTile & Stone
• Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass, Stone

• All Types of Installation & Repair

• 30 years Experience

Call 619.823.0222
license #978525

Matthew Verduzco
Attorney at Law

858.337.2892
858.227.9797

verduzcolaw@gmail.com
“Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness”

Mention this Ad

Fax

FREE ESTIMATES, REFERENCES
R&V Ruperto Vazques Landscape

Ph:   (858) 573-6950
Cell: (858) 518-0981

Tree Trimming · Hauling · Concrete 
Wood Fencing · Sprinkler Installation 

P.O. Box 710398 San Diego, CA 92171

Interior/Exterior • Commercial • Residential
Tel# 619.447.9260 | Cell# 619.647.0919

The Tradition Rolls on!

Live in caregiver 56 with 
Federal courts, retiring. Safety,
errands, socialize, chores, etc.
$25/hr + $100/night. Christian,
non-smoker, medical ins.
704.661.3112 
steven.anthony.west@gmail.com

CERAMIC TILE
REFINISHERS
Specialist since 1984

Mexican/Saltillo 
Paver Restoration

Cleaning • Stripping • Staining • Sealing

Tile, Grout, & 
Caulking Restoration 

Cleaning • Repair • Grout Coloring

www.ceramictilerefinishers.com

760.751.9765

Lic # 687050

Be sure to be included in the

Worship Services 
Call Kim (858) 270 - 3130 and Reserve your Ad!

SD

AMAZING & AFFORDABLE

HANDYMAN!
23 years experience in:

• Home Repair
• Remodel

• Tile • Paint
• Plumbing & More

WE TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR HOME!
Call Alfred at

619.760.4169

MC 
ROOFING CORP

Selling your home? Check Us Out!
*Free Estimates*

Complete New Roofs - Shingles
Hot Tar - Concrete Tiles - Raingutters

ALL REPAIRS
We Guarantee All Our Work

619.429.0928 • 619.572.9075
Licensed & Insured - #965021

Lic# 557773

DOOR SPECIALIST!

CALL JON: 619.758.1491

• Install new doors, fix deadbolts

• French door air/water Leaks

• Rubbing Doors

NATE THE 
HANDYMAN CAN!
ACCOMMODATE ALL YOUR

HANDYMAN NEEDS!
FREE ESTIMATES! SR. DISCOUNTS
CALL NATE 619.980.7106
LIC# 2017626 BONDED IN SD 6 YRS!

ROOF PROBLEMS | REPAIRS | REROOFS

619.328.5829      463.5979
License #3038766

WHERE GREAT THINGS ARE GOING ON

RENOVATION
ROOFING

A-1 Quality & Service Since 1975

SENIOR &
MILITARY
DISCOUNT

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

YARD MASTER
Yard Cleaning

Tree Trimming
Shrubbery

Weed Eating
Free Estimates

Lowest Price Guarantee
Sr./Military Discounts

619.887.5478Est. 1983

IJ HOME IMPROVEMENTS

No Job Too Small! FREE Estimates!

• Kitchen Remodeling
• Room Additions
• Handyman Services

6 1 9 - 5 4 9 - 6 6 7 5

TILES

DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

24/7 Emergency
Service, Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Toilets
Water Heaters
Flooding
CALL US!
619.942.2855

mention this ad for a 

$25 DISCOUNT
Licensed & Bonded  •  Lic# 708050

ROOFING

ANY PROBLEM. CALL TODAY!
619.616.6700
619.207.0999

sdcomputerspecialists@cox.net

FREE ON-SITE DIAGNOSTIC.
DESKTOP & LAPTOP!
WINDOWS & MAC!

SD Computer Specialists

FAST, FRIENDLY
SERVICE

SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL

Your Ad Here!

As low as
$45/week!

Call Kim or Kimberly
858.270.3103 x140
858.270.3103 x102

TC ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE
“Where your estimate for 

a TREE is FREE”
Trimming, lacing 

Removals, grinding 
Landscape renovation

Emergency jobs
Bonded, insured
Workers Comp

Full Service Residential/Commercial

858.277.TREE
CA Lic# 643169 • Cert. Arborist #WE69234

(8733)

“Relax...
We’ll improve for you”

23 years specializing in residential
Painting • Carpentry

Stucco • Dry Wall
Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured - Lic#627032

*BBB Member*
www.southwestcoastimprovements.com

CALL TODAY
(619)200.0337

http://www.chuckiespainting.com
mailto:chuckgjr@cox.net
http://www.ceramictilerefinishers.com
http://www.bahai.org
http://www.sandiegobahai.org
http://www.iluvjunk.com
mailto:darlex0907@hotmail.com
mailto:alan.peter1@gmail.com
http://www.robselectricalservices.com
http://www.jacobsladderpainting.com
mailto:verduzcolaw@gmail.com
mailto:steven.anthony.west@gmail.com
mailto:sdcomputerspecialists@cox.net
http://www.southwestcoastimprovements.com
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Karen: 619-379-1194 • Mike: 619-384-8538

E-mail: PacificParadiseRealty@gmail.com

Web: www.karen-mike.com

CA DRE Broker's # 01312924 Karen Dodge
CA DRE Broker's # 01312925 Mike Dodge

Pacific Beach Investment Property
Close to Mission Bay and the Ocean

The front house has 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, garage and 2
parking spaces. Very nice stamped concrete back yard for
entertaining. The back Duplex has 2 bedrooms and 1 1/2
bathrooms in each unit, 5 parking spaces, plus a large stor-
age area and coin-op laundry. Great house to live in with
“helper units” or use all 3 for a nice cash-flow.

Offered at $1,175,000

RE
DUCE

D

GET YOUR PIECE OF
GOLD

Brand New Construction in Sail Bay with 
Panoramic Ocean and Bay Views!

     Kathy Evans 858.775.1575 DRE #00872108Coastal Properties

Deborah Greenspan
DRE 017333274

deborahspan@me.com

(619) 972-5060

Pacific

5.5 miles from Highway 15 in
Rainbow Heights. Property
includes 2 wells, paved access to
property, road easement, power
lines to property; and full set of
plans for a 7600SF, 4 BR/4 BA
residence plus casita. Beautiful

mature oaks, rolling hillside and magnificent panoramic vistas.

Beautiful Homesite With Ocean Views  

Offered at $275,000

TimTusa.com
American Dream Homes

619.822.0093
DRE# 01371100

Call me to Sell your Pacific Beach home or 2-4units!
I have buyers ready to go!

“I had the good luck of using the 
expertise of Mr. Tusa to short sell my
Pacific Beach home and can't say
enough about the way he made
everything glide through the
process with the greatest of ease! 
I couldn't be happier and highly 
recommend him to list and sell your
home!  Thank you Mr. Tusa” 

John S. - Seller

2559  SAN ANSELMO
PACIFIC BEACH

MT. SOLEDAD

JUST SOLD

$635,000

JOHN TOLERICO 858.876.4672
www.sell858.com  DRE#01204419

NORTH P.B. OCEAN VIEW
TOWNHOME

3 bedrooms/3.5 baths  
Attached garage 

1,493 sq feet
$629,000

See more at 
www.928SAPPHIRE.com

FOREIGN&DOMESTIC
CAR REPAIRPB

1727 Garnet Avenue - P.B.
Across from Vons in Plaza Center

pbforeign.com

858-270-1142

Pacific Beach’sONLY Foreign CarSpecialists

$1000 ANY OIL CHANGE
includes

30 POINT INSPECTION
• Change up to 4 qts. • Install new oil filter

• Lubricated chassis • Top off vital fluids
• Complete safety inspection • Most vehicles

+$3 EPA charge
not valid with any other
offers or specials.
Expires 03/31/13

$40 OFF
ANY SERVICE OVER $150

not valid with any other offers or specials. Expires 03/31/13

OFF

Cruiser 
King

3830 Mission Blvd., Mission Beach

(858) 488-6341
Not valid w. other offers. Must present 

coupon at time of purchase. Exp. 03-30-13

BEACH CRUISER RENTAL

BEACH CRUISER SPECIAL

$10
A DAY

$40
A WEEK

$149.95

Call Brian Lewis
Inventory is at a record low

I want to earn your business!

(619) 300-5032
www.thinkbrian.com

Thinking of Selling...

OPEN HOUSES
LA JOLLA
Fri 12-4pm..............1363 Caminito Diadema .........5BR/4BA ......$2,150,000 ........................Natalie Harris • 858-926-9343
Sat & Sun 12-3pm...8007 Ocean Lane .................1BR/1BA ......$825,000....................Ozstar De Jourday • 619-248-7827
Sat 12-3pm Sun ......1363 Caminito Diadema .........5BR/4BA ......$2,150,000........................Brenda Wyatt • 858-775-7333
Sat & Sun 1-4pm.....7033 Via Estrada...................6BR/4BA ......$2,995,000-$3,295,000 ......Joe Graham • 858-734-4141
Sat 1-4pm ..............333 Midway St......................3BR/3BA ......$1,950,000............................Carol Doty • 858-997-8151
Sun 1-4pm .............5970 Hedgewood .................4BR/2.5BA ...$865,000 ...........................Denise Keller • 619-807-2965
Sun 1-4pm .............5366 Chelsea St. ..................3BR/2BA ......$1,050,000-$1,200,000...David Schroedl • 858-459-0202
Sun 2-4pm .............5632 Rutgers Road ...............4BR4BA .......$1,595,000 ...................Monica Leschick • 858-752-7854
Sun 1-4pm .............333 Midway St......................3BR/3BA ......$1,950,000..........................Charlie Hein • 858-205-2310
Sun 1-3pm .............1964 Little St........................4BR/4BA ......$3,550,000 ....................Michelle Serafini • 858-829-6210
Sun 1-4pm .............2339 Calle De La Garza ..........5BR/3.5BA ...$4,169,000.Deborah Greenspan / Cameron Volker 619-972-5060

Sun 1-4pm .............7569 Pepita Way ..................5BR/5.5BA ...$4,295,000...................Virginia Luscomb • 619-981-2323

PACIFIC BEACH / MISSION BEACH / CROWN POINT
Thurs, Fri, Sat 1-4pm813-815 Deal Court ..............4BR/3BA ......$1,699,000 .........................Mel Burgess • 619-857-8930
Sat & Sun 11-4pm...3957 & 3959 Sequoia St. ......4BR/3.5BA ...$879,000.............................Kathy Evans • 858-488-7355 
Sun 1-4pm .............3916 Riviera Dr. #505...........2BR/2BA ......$699,000..........................Vonnie Mellon • 858-395-0153
Sun 1-4pm .............1031 W. Briarfield .................2BR/2BA ......$2,700,000-$2,990,000Dunfee / Schroedl • 858-361-9089

POINT LOMA / OCEAN BEACH
Sat & Sun 11-4pm...1353 Plum St. ......................4BR/2.5BA ...$1,195,000........................Robert Realty • 619-852-8827
Sat & Sun 11-4pm...867 Harbor View Place...........4BR/4.5BA ...$2,495,000........................Robert Realty • 619-852-8827
Sat 1-4pm ..............4451 Newport Ave. ...............5BR/4BA ......$1,250,000..............................Kent Dial • 858-336-2828

UNIVERSITY CITY
Sat & Sun 1-4pm.....5382 Renaissance Ave...........5BR/4BA ......$1,100,000............................Cindy Eyer • 619-755-8757

DEL MAR
Sat & Sun 1-4pm.....14050 Steeple Chase Row .....4BR/3.5BA ...$995,000......................Alfonso Johnston • 619-994-1116

mailto:PacificParadiseRealty@gmail.com
http://www.karen-mike.com
mailto:deborahspan@me.com
http://www.928SAPPHIRE.com
http://www.sell858.com
http://www.thinkbrian.com
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4444 Mission Blvd., Pacific Beach • (858) 272.9696
DRE # 00935682

*Data obtained from SANDICOR MLS
**Re/Max International

Coastal Properties
*#1 Office in Total Real Estate Sales in 92109 Since 2005

#1 Office in Listings Sold in 92109 Since 2005
**#1 in Sold Transactions in the U.S. Since 1997

(858) 272-9696 • Remax-Coastal.com

Call Brian Lewis
Inventory is at a record low

I want to earn your business!

(619) 300-5032
www.thinkbrian.com

Thinking of Selling...

KATHY EVANS
92109’s Top Producer

(858) 775-1575
ISellBeach.com

DRE# 00872108

L CKY YO   !
YOU'RE IN LUCK! There are only 5 2+ bedroom 
condos for sale in all of 92109 under $450K, and of those
5, this is the only one within close proximity to the 
waterfront and beaches (@Sail Bay) and it has a peak bay
view. Remodeled kitchen & baths. Bamboo engineered
flooring. 18'x5' west-facing deck. Your new lifestyle awaits!

GET YOUR PIECE OF GOLD! Brand New 2,800sf
ultra modern Single Family Residence in Sail Bay. Enjoys
stunning panoramic ocean and bay views. State of the art
home theater. Smart Home capability. A/C. Solar. Over
1,000 sf of deck space maximizes your coastal living 
experience. Call for a full list of features.

1 SOLD, 1 FOUR-LEAF CLOVER LEFT! We found
it for you, you just need to pick it! Meander 5 blocks north
off the bayfront to this elevated Duplex. Each unit is 2 
bedroom, 1 bath with large private patios and separate
laundry/storage rooms. Live in 1 unit and rent the other to
help you pay the mortgage.

Your Native PB Realtor & Neighbor
Voted 5 Star Realtor of the Year by San Diego Magazine

Scott Booth
Realtor
Re/Max Coastal Properties

(858)775-0280
scottboothsd@gmail.com
CA DRE Lic #01397371

Suit & tie service with flip flop friendliness

Are you thinking of buying or selling? 
Who better to help you than a PB native

Renovated North PB beach house with 4 bedrooms
including a huge master suite with a walk-in closet,
2 large bathrooms, large great room that looks out
onto the expansive backyard and 400sq ft deck.
Everything has been redone from top to bottom. All of
this on a full sized lot and only 4 blocks to the beach.
It won’t last so get it before it goes on the MLS!

3950 Sequoia - Offered at $847,777
Come and fall in love with this amazing Crown Point
home. This adorable home features, 3 large 
bedrooms, 2 custom tiled bathrooms, 1480 sq ft of 
living space, hardwood flooring throughout, a gourmet
kitchen with quartz counters and custom cabinets, a
living room and a family room and a large backyard
with a covered patio, perfect for kids to play and
entertaining guests. This is the best priced single
family home in all of Crown Point, don’t miss out!

Coming Soon

$495,000

2965 Mission Blvd 3A.
Beach living at an affordable price!! You will 
love this 2BR/2BA condo located just steps to 
the bay. Bright open floorplan, fresh paint, 
new carpet, mirror closet doors, private balcony
and much more. This complex features 
on-site laundry, storage area, secure bicycle
parking. The building is very well maintained
and has a high number of owner occupied 
units. This is a wonderful opportunity to own
a condo on the beach!

Steve Cairncross
858-735-1045

www.beachseller.com
stevecairnx@gmail.com

DRE #0859218

Dane Scharetg
RE/MAX Coastal Properties
858-504-3263
DRE #01345168

2536 Chalcedony Street.
Listed at $650,000.

1412 Pacific Beach Drive
Listed at $499,000 

IN
ES

CROW

Just Blocks to Bay, with Private Rooftop Deck!

Wonderful family home with huge private yard

Owner occupied 4br 3ba bayfront townhome
with stunning views of the Beach and Bay.
Top floor features a high arched beam archi-
tectural ceiling. Spacious width of the liv-
ing/dining area & master bedroom suite is a
design plus. Unit comes with 3 parking
spaces and storage galore.

Don Hawthorne
858-692-8161
Todd Adamson
858-373-7923
DRE# 01901736

REDUCED $995,000

Great views from this 3 bedroom/2.5 bath

home in Pacific Beach!

Call Beau for details.

Beau Trickey
Mobile: 858.334.3019

Office: 858.272.9696

beau@beautrickey.com

DRE #01473230

http://www.thinkbrian.com
mailto:scottboothsd@gmail.com
http://www.beachseller.com
mailto:stevecairnx@gmail.com
mailto:beau@beautrickey.com
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